
ANOTHER big year 
behind us and another 
big year in front of us.

Best wishes to all Aus-
tralia’s pig farmers and 
others involved in our 
industry for a great 2016 
on behalf of everyone at 
Australian Pork Limited.

I’m thinking there’s 
a strong chorus of ‘yes 
please’ to the offer of 
more of the same in 
terms of business condi-
tions for our pig farmers 
for 2016.  

We’ve had a good 
year in production vol-
ume growth and price 
increases and everyone’s 
keen to see that continue.

And the fundamentals 
seem to be supporting 
that notion too.  

In the year to the 
end of last September, 
our slaughter numbers 
had grown 3.2 percent 
and production volume 
grown 3.6 percent - 
around twice the rate of 
population growth, in-
dicating that per capita 
consumption is increas-
ing for Australian grown 
pork.

This is shown in the 
graph.

Despite this growth 
in production, our pig 
prices have also grown, 
indicating that volume 
increases are not enough 
to keep up with demand.  

Our latest production 
survey indicates that our 
rolling or moving annual 

total of slaughters will 
grow to above five mil-
lion by the end of Febru-
ary – that’s next month.

Every increase of 1000 
sows in our produc-
tion base increases the 
numbers of pigs going 
to slaughter annually by 
more than 20,000.  

However, it does take 
some time for this to 
happen, given that ex-
tra sows have to have 
accommodation avail-
able, have to be mated 
and their progeny needs 
time to reach slaughter 
weights.  

Indications are that 
there are more sows being 
put on – mainly through 
existing pig farmers in-
creasing the size of their 
herds – and some of that 
impact is being felt al-
ready in increasing num-
bers, but some impact is 
still to come.

Our thinking is that 

there will again be mod-
est growth or better in 
pig slaughter numbers in 
2016, but producers need 
to make up their own 
mind about likely pro-
duction outcomes.  

Supporting this theory is 
the medium to long-term 
growth that we expect to 
continue in consumption 
of fresh pork with Aus-
tralian consumers.  

Per capita consumption 
of fresh pork grew by 
more than 5 percent in 
the financial year to the 
end of June 2015, which 
is a very high amount for 
an entrenched habit such 
as meat preferences.  

Shorter term, we’ve 
seen cattle prices jump 
even more quickly than 
pig prices, giving pork a 
price advantage at retail 
that has and will con-
tinue to support demand 
growth.  

High cattle prices due 

to high beef export de-
mand and post-drought 
herd rebuilding are not 
seen as a short-term is-
sue for resolution, but the 
status for the next couple 
of years at least.

As an industry, it is more 
valuable for us to lock in 
demand growth through 
increased consumption in 
volume terms – that is, 
higher kilograms of pork 
consumption per person 
per year.  

If we don’t have the vol-
ume to supply, it’s likely 
that demand growth is 
realised through increas-
es in retail price.  

Extra demand ex-
pressed through higher 
prices is easier to reverse 
once our comparative 
price advantages are lost.  

However, habits formed 
through new preferences 
as a result of higher vol-
ume consumption are 
harder to reverse.

As I said this time last 
year, “So good demand 
with at best modest 
growth in supply add up 
to a reasonable price out-
look for 2015 for pigs.”  

Maybe we can afford 
to be a bit more bullish 
in 2016?  

I certainly hope that’s 
the way it turns out for 
our pork producers, and 
here at APL we’ll cer-
tainly be doing all we 
can to ensure that’s the 
way it turns out.  

Here’s to a big 2016... 

Stockyard Industries
54 King Street,  

Clifton QLD 4361

07 4697 3344
www.stockyardindustries.com

THE NEW EURO CRATE
• Made to proven European standards. 

• Crate is hot-dip galvanised. 

• Rear entry, front exit. Crate sides are easily removed.

• Stainless steel feeder, either Crystal Spring or bucket. 

• Width at the front and rear can be adjusted without tools. 

• Comes with stainless steel water pipe as standard. 

• Plastic front corner creep cover. 

• Various flooring options available. 

www.stockyardindustries.com
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Point of View
by ANDREW SPENCER CEO

The most valuable & complete 
phytase solution on the market!

Feed enzyme rich in phytase for the manufacture of 
pig and poultry feeds.

Phytase improves the utilisation of phosphorus, 
energy and amino acids in poultry and pig feeds.
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Dr David Lines (right), a current Pork CRC IPP with SunPork Farms in South 
Australia, presented at the lactation and welfare session at the November 2015 
Australasian Pig Science Association biennial conference, along with other Pork 
CRC supported presenters Diana Turpin, Kate Plush, Julia Sophia Huser, Charles 
Rikard-Bell (session chair), Cameron Ralph and Rebecca Morrison.

Funding boost for SA Pork CRC 
Industry Placement Program
FUNDING of $500,000 FUNDING of $500,000 
from the South Austral-from the South Austral-
ian Government to the ian Government to the 
Roseworthy, SA-based Roseworthy, SA-based 
Cooperative Research Cooperative Research 
Centre for High Integrity Centre for High Integrity 
Australian Pork has been Australian Pork has been 
welcomed by Pork CRC welcomed by Pork CRC 
CEO Dr Roger Campbell, CEO Dr Roger Campbell, 
who said the money was a who said the money was a 
boost to its existing suc-boost to its existing suc-
cessful Industry Place-cessful Industry Place-
ment Program.ment Program.

“Our IPP, where we 
place Pork CRC support-
ed graduates with indus-
try, in particular with our 
participants, is a partner-
ship where funding and 
training is shared,” he 
said.

“Young people get a 
start in industry and in-
dustry benefits from their 
enthusiasm and injec-
tion of fresh ideas and 
knowledge, which is often 
cutting-edge science.

“It’s been a win-win for 
everyone concerned and 
we’re very appreciative of 
the SA Government for 
recognising this and step-

ping in now to further 
advance the initiative.”

Pork CRC has supported 
five IPPs to date and the 
new funds will help en-
hance the competiveness 
of the SA pork industry 
and provide significant 
opportunities for graduate 
and postgraduate students 
to contribute to what is a 
vibrant industry.

Pork CRC IPP recipi-
ents and their IPP em-
ployers, so far, include Dr 
Rebecca Athorn, Rivalea 
Australia; Tracey Muller, 
CHM Alliance/SunPork; 

Dr David Lines, APFG/
SunPork Farms; Amy 
Suckling, Craig Mostyn 
Group; and Vanessa Mor-
ris, Chris Richards Group.

Announcing the 2015-16 
midyear budget funding 
of $2 million across four 
SA-headquartered CRCs, 
SA Science and Informa-
tion Economy Minister 
Gail Gago said it would 
build local capability, lev-
erage private investment 
and help create more jobs. 

For Pork CRC it would 
expand what she described 
as: “A very successful in-
dustry placement program 
that helps employ gradu-
ates and postgraduates in 
pork production.”

“Each CRC has indicat-
ed between $250,000 and 
$1.25 million in new cash 
funding could be forth-
coming from CRC par-
ticipants or other industry 
partners,” Ms Gago said.

Dr Campbell applauded 
Minister Gago for the ini-
tiative.

www.porkcrc.com.au 

A touch of traditional January crystal balling
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Pig slaughter numbers
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Pig Industry
Calendar of Events

2016
JAN 12-14 – Banff Pork Seminar, Banff, 
Alberta Canada www.banffpork.ca
JAN 26-28 – International Production 
& Processing Expo, Georgia, USA 
www.ippexpo.com
JAN 27 – Centralia Swine Research 
Update, Ontario, Canada www.
centraliaswineresearch.ca
FEB 16 - 18 – VIV MEA, Abu Dhabi, 
UAE www.vivmea.nl
FEB 27 - MAR 1 – American Association 
of Swine Veterinarians annual 
meeting, New Orleans, Louisiana, US 
www.aasv.org/annmtg/index.php
MAR 13 - 15 – VIV Asia, Bangkok, 
Thailand www.vivasia.nl
MAR 23-25 – 6th International 
Livestock, Dairy, Meat Processing, 
and Aquaculture Exposition, Ho Chi 
Minh City, Vietnam www.ildex.com
APR 18 - 20 – Global Feed & Food 
Congress, Antalya, Turkey www.ifif.
org
MAY 10 - 11 – British Pig & Poultry 
Fair, Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 
UK www.pigandpoultry.org.uk
MAY 25 - 26 – Pan Pacific Pork Expo, 
Gold  Coast Convention and Exhibition 
Centre, QLD P: APL 02 6285 2200 
MAY 29 - 31 – Poultry Information 
Exchange and Australasian Milling 
Conference (PIX/AMC), Gold  Coast 
Convention and Exhibition Centre, 
QLD www.pixamc.com.au 
JUN 7 - 10 – International Pig Veterinary 
Society/European Symposium of 
Porcine Health Management, Dublin, 
Ireland www.ipvs2016.com
JUN 8-10 – World Pork Expo, Des 
Moines, Iowa, US www.worldpork.
org 
JUN 26-28 – Foodtech Queensland 
(trade only), Brisbane Convention 
Centre, QLD www.foodtechqld.com.
au 
JUL 5-10 – Australian Intercollegiate 
Meat Judging Contest, Wagga Wagga, 
NSW www.icmj.com.au 
SEP 6 - 8 – VIV China, Beijing, China 
www.vivchina.nl 
NOV 15 - 18 – EuroTier, Hanover, 
Germany www.eurotier.com

2017
MAR 15 - 17 – VIV Asia, Bangkok, 
Thailand www.vivasia.nl

© Collins Media Pty Ltd – Contents may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission 
from the publisher. It is the responsibility of advertisers to ensure the correctness of their claims and state-
ments. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the publisher.

How to supply event details: Send all details 
to Australian Pork Newspaper, PO Box 387, 
Cleveland, Qld 4163, fax: 07 3821 2637, 
email: ben@porknews.com.au

FIRST, I would like to 
take this opportunity to 
wish the Australian pork 
industry a happy new year 
and a safe and prosperous 
2016. 

In my August 2015 ar-
ticle, I provided a brief 
overview of APL Re-
search, Development and 
Extension programs.  

In this issue, I provide 
a more detailed overview 
of the Product Integrity 
Program.
Product Integrity

The Australian pork in-
dustry has for the most 
part taken a very proac-
tive stance in mitigating 
its product integrity risks. 

This stance is widely 
recognised within the 
agricultural industries as 
a leading industry and in 
some ways is also seen as 
a global leader.  

The focus of the product 
integrity program is on 
product traceability and 
food safety.  

The main objectives of 
this program are to:

1. Develop and imple-
ment cost-effective, en-
hanced programs and sys-
tems to mitigate industry 
risks to market access. 

2. Engage with key busi-
ness, industry and govern-
ment stakeholders on the 
implementation of an in-
tegrated product integrity 
program that adds value 
to pork businesses, includ-
ing product label compli-
ance and export certifica-
tion.

The key Research & De-
velopment project within 
the product traceability 
area is Physi-Trace, which 
plays a role with the Pork 
Supply Chain Integrity 
program.  

Physi-Trace uses trace 
elemental profiles, chemi-
cal and organic markers 
to discriminate between 
pork samples based on re-
gion of origin.  

The integration of Physi-
Trace with APIQP and 
PigPass supports trace-
ability and provenance 
claims of Australian pork 
to be verified through the 
Trust in Australian Qual-
ity Pork program.  

The R&D activities 
around the Physi-Trace 
project are:

• Physi-Trace implemen-
tation: raw pork, ham and 
bacon and offal;

• Physi-Trace system 
management: protecting 
of the Physi-Trace tech-
nology (innovation pat-
ent), integration of the 
trace elemental profiles 
into APL Client Relation-
ship Management system 
and the development of an 
automated trace elemen-
tal profile interpretational 
tool.

The Physi-Trace tech-
nology is now being used 
to verify country of origin 
of raw pork with authori-
ties, as well as to verify 
product claims for fresh 
pork, ham and bacon. 

The revised sampling 
plans in place based on 
$0.05/pig industry cost 
have now been adopted 
by five export and three 

domestic processor estab-
lishments.  

The correction factors 
for liver trace elemental 
profiles to utilise raw pork 
database has been con-
firmed. 

The development of 
Physi-Trace sample pro-
cessing capability by the 
Singapore Agri-Food 
and Veterinary Author-
ity to enable traceability 
of Australian pork and 
offal samples in export 
markets has also been 
completed. 

Additionally, the Physi-
Trace technology is also 
being used to support resi-
due tracebacks.

Opportunities to con-
tinue reforms in the Pork 
Australian Export Meat 
Inspection System and 
demonstrate a proactive 
industry approach to man-
aging market access and 
commercial risks are the 
focus of APL’s food safety 
program.  

In May 2015, acceptance 
was gained from the De-
partment of Agriculture 
for Porcine Ante Mortem 
Inspectors with Certifi-
cate III in Meat Process-
ing (General, Livestock 
Handling or Meat Safety) 
within Pork AEMIS.  

This will enable all ex-
port pork establishments 
to now operate under Pork 
AEMIS, once transitions 
are completed.  

The food safety activi-
ties are all geared to the 
revamp of the Pork AE-
MIS to enable:

• Improved ante and 
post mortem inspection 
and reporting

• A national export es-
tablishment feedback sys-
tem

• Whole of life herd 

health surveillance and 
monitoring

• Revised carcass in-
spection procedures and 
disposition judgements.

The activities undertak-
en are grouped into two 
areas (i) ante mortem pro-
jects: include the HACCP 
review of APIQP, revamp 
of the Fit to Load Guide, 
development of ProHand 
(farm and abattoir) and 
the development of the 
Processor Certificate III 
in ante mortem inspec-
tion; and (ii) the abattoir 
process control project 
that includes four stages 
(Stage 1 – Hazards and 
KPIs benchmarked; Stage 
2 –  Alternative micro-
bial indicators; Stage 3 
– Validation of Interven-
tions; Stage 4 – Sampling 

framework for verifica-
tion).

The APL food safety 
projects have strong Pork 
Processor Referral Group 
support and the collabora-
tion of all export estab-
lishments. 

The alternative indica-
tor for microbial hygiene 
to better inform process 
control of carcasses and 
finished product and op-
timise value (and costs) 
associated with microbial 
testing has been devel-
oped and is being vali-
dated.  

Additional activities that 
will be undertaken in the 
next six months will in-
clude additional surveys 
to determine the herd 
prevalence of toxoplasma 
and the technical market 
access risks assessments 
for new export markets.
Rural R&D for Profit – 
Round 2

Round two of the Rural 
R&D for Profit program 
was launched by Minister 
for Agriculture and Water 
Resources Barnaby Joyce 
on September 23, 2015 
and closed on December 
1, 2015. 

The table (at bottom of 
page) lists the proposals 

submitted by APL (as lead 
and as a collaborator).  

My thanks to all the re-
searchers involved in de-
veloping these proposals 
and the researchers who 
sent in their Expressions 
of Interest. 
Specialist Groups

The R&D Advisory 
Committee has recently 
finalised the members for 
three of the four R&D 
Specialist Groups. 

These are listed in Ta-
ble 1.

I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all 
Specialist Group mem-
bers, past and present, for 
their invaluable contribu-
tion in assisting APL to 
set to its R,D&E priori-
ties.  

In particular, I would 
like to acknowledge the 
significant contributions 
of the past Specialist 
Group chairs Drs Roger 
Campbell, Bruce Mullan 
and Andy Pointon.

For further informa-
tion on any of the topics 
discussed in this article, 
please do not hesitate to 
contact me on 02 6270 
8804 or darryl.dsouza@
australianpork.com.au 

by DARRYL D’SOUZA PhD
Research and Innovation

General Manager

Product integrity program reviewed

Specialist Groups

SG2 – Production and 
welfare

SG3 – Environmental 
management

SG4 – Quality assurance, 
biosecurity & food safety

Robert van Barneveld 
– Chair 

Rob Wilson – Chair Alison Collins – Chair

Tony Edwards R Tom Smith P David Hamilton R

Phil Streeter P Edwina Beveridge P Laurie Tobin P

Frank Dunshea R Ian Longfield P Greg Marr P

Cherie Collins P Robyn Tucker R Duncan Rowland G

Roger Campbell R Stephen Wiedemann R Louise Sharp G

Paul Hemsworth R Michael Moore G Jessica Tan R

Jae Kim R Tim Crough P Bernie Gleeson P

Susanne Hermesch R Jayce Morgan G Yvette Pollock S

Cameron Ralph R Alan Skerman R Sarah DeGreef S

Andrew Jones R Stephan Tait R Greg Tuckett S

Stuart Wilkinson P Janine Price  Ashley Norval  

Robyn Terry R Ashley Norval  Heather Channon  

Ashley Norval  Darryl D’Souza  Pat Mitchell  

Darryl D’Souza  Darryl D’Souza  

R – Researcher  P – Producer  S – Supply chain partner  G – Federal government
Table 1

Project title Lead RDC Collaborators Total project 
budget

Sensing an opportunity: a transformational technology 
to improve effluent management across Australia’s key 
livestock industries

APL DA $990,000

Enhancing supply chain profitability through reporting 
and utilisation of peri-mortem information by livestock 
producers

APL MLA $1,466,573

Packaging solutions delivering quality, safe, origin-
assured products for high value Australian exported 
protein foods

MLA APL, DA, FRDC $2,876,000

Globally competitive Australian meat value chains 
enabled by advanced measurement technologies and 
integrated feedback systems

MLA APL $4,850,000

Innovating Integrated Emerging Animal Disease 
preparedness and rapid return to trade facilitation – FMD

MLA DA, APL, AWI $1,377,492

Using benchmarking to continuously improve animal 
welfare in the livestock industries

MLA APL, DA, AWI $2,432,498

Accelerating precision agriculture to decision 
agriculture

Cotton R&D 
Corporation

All the RDCs $1,399,560

Dairy Farm of the Future Dairy 
Australia

APL, RIRDC 
(Chicken meat) $6,720,000

Virtual fencing Dairy 
Australia

MLA, AWI, APL $1,500,000
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HAPPY New Year.
Welcome to 2016 and 

let’s hope it is as success-
ful for you all as 2015.

Margins in 2015 were 
good to excellent, de-
pending on where your 
business is situated and 
due largely to high prices 
offered for Australian 
pork.

Based on the average 
cost of production from 
Pork CRC’s benchmark-
ing project and the av-
erage of the sellers and 
buyers prices reported by 
APL for the eastern sea-
board, the average mar-
gin was around $30-$40/
pig or $600-$800/sow. 

Of course some did bet-
ter than this and others 
worse. 

Based on COP and re-
production, the better 
producers, exceeded the 
average margin per pig 
and sow by 180 to 200 
percent.

Higher prices are likely 
to continue through 2016 
and will generally be en-
joyed by most producers. 

Aside from renegoti-
ating supply contracts, 
prices will largely be be-
yond the control of pro-
ducers and will generally 
reflect factors such as 
beef and lamb prices and 
the inherent demand for 
and supply of high integ-
rity Australian pork.

On the other hand, as 
our benchmarking results 
reveal, there is plenty of 
money left on the table 
associated with improv-
ing production efficiency. 

Many aspects of pro-
duction affect COP (the 
ultimate KPI), but for 

Australia there are a cou-
ple of obvious opportuni-
ties. 

The first is feed cost. 
We have some of the 

highest feed costs in the 
world and while some 
producers have reduced 
this by using alternative 
feed and food ingredi-
ents, the other strategies 
are to use less feed or 
to improve herd feed ef-
ficiency. 

The average HFC for 
the Pork CRC bench-
marking participants in 
2014 was 3.77, which was 
well above my long-term 
target of 3.6, but almost 
50 percent of the herds 
were under 3.65 and the 
best came in at 3.4. 

These are good values, 
especially as average car-
cass weight for partici-
pants was 79kg, which in 
itself increases HFC (see 
table).

So what affects HFC 
and what is a realistic 
target?

It starts with your ge-
netics and we know 
that under ideal condi-
tions (minimal wastage 
and zero mortality) we 
have genetics capable of 

achieving feed: gain val-
ues between 75 and 115kg 
of 2.55 on a diet with 13.6 
MJ DE/kg. 

These values we see all 
the time from research 
projects and they were 
reported again at the re-
cent APSA meetings for 
immunocastrates housed 
in individual pens.

If we assume a gener-
ous (high) feed: gain for 
such pigs from wean-
ing to 100kg (say 2.2:1) 
and selling 22 pigs per 
sow/year at 75kg carcass 
weight, your HFC would 
be 3.29. 

This reflects the pig’s 
potential and can be 
achieved and even ex-
ceeded under ideal situ-
ations.
Real world

If we assume 5 percent 
mortality between wean-
ing and sale, the wean-
finish feed: gain would 
increase from 2.2 to 2.35 
and HFC from 3.29 to 
3.43. 

The impact of lower and 
higher levels of mortal-
ity on feed efficiency is 
pretty much linear.

If we assume 5 percent 
feed wastage between 

wean to sale (100kg) HFC 
would increase to 3.56.

At 10 percent wastage, 
HFC would increase to 
3.70.

Pork CRC benchmark-
ing HFC values cover the 
range 3.4 to 4.0 and so are 
probably realistic, reflect-
ing differences in genetic 
potential, post weaning 
mortality and feed wast-
age, but it is obvious that 
while we have good and 
even great genetics un-
der ideal conditions, feed: 
gain can only get worse 
under commercial situa-
tions and minimising the 
extent of the loss is the 
secret to helping reduce 
feed use and cost. 

Apart from mortality 
(disease) and feed wast-
age, the feed efficiency of 

weaner and grower-fin-
isher pigs is also affected 
by their thermal environ-
ment and how often and 
by how much they spend 
below their thermo neu-
tral zone and the unseen 
consequences of immune 
system activation. 

By unseen I mean the 
pigs might look healthy, 
but factors such as dust 
and bacteria in the envi-
ronment activate the im-
mune system which af-
fects nutrient partitioning 
and can lead to reduced 
growth and poorer feed 
efficiency. 

Dr Jae Kim of DAFWA 
is developing an on-farm 
test kit (strip) for estimat-
ing the immune status of 
growing pigs. 

Hopefully, this will en-

25-26 May 2016
Gold Coast Convention & Exhibition Centre 

Broadbeach QLD

Save the date!
Proudly supported by

Upcoming editions of Australian Pork 
Newspaper will have more information

Thank you to the registered sponsors and exhibitors 
for the 2016 PPPE so far.

Register now at www.pppe.com.au
www.jefo.com

&

FRESTA®

Healthy pigs, better performance:

A profi table 
match!

www.delacon.com
Distributor Australia: CPyke Pty Ltd (info@cpyke.com.au)

FRESTA® is the fi rst phytogenic product 
with an EU registration as zootechnical 
feed additive.

• Enhances feed palatability
• Increases feed intake in 
 lactating sows and piglets
• Reduces weaning to oestrus interval
• Improves piglet weaning weight 
 and litter homogeneity
• Reduces sow body weight loss at weaning

Stephen Wiedemann of FSA Consulting, in a recent 
Pork CRC report on greenhouse gas emissions 
across 14 production units, estimated feed wastage 
using BIGBAL.

Dr Jae Kim of DAFWA is developing an on-farm test kit (strip) for estimating the 
immune status of growing pigs.

A new year with some old challenges

Initiatives
by DR ROGER CAMPBELL

CEO

☛ continued P4
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able this source of ener-
getic loss to be quantified 
and reduced.
Feed wastage

Feed wastage is an old 
issue. 

We know it occurs but 
really haven’t been able 
to quantify it or come 
up with reliable means of 
reducing it. 

It was previously of-
ten associated with poor 
feeder design and repair 
(lack thereof), but I’m not 
sure the latter is now the 
case and I certainly can’t 
recommend a feeder that 
has near zero wastage, 
but they might exist.

Feed wastage in the US 
has been related to the 
availability of feed from 
the pan (pan coverage) 
and recommendations 
(photos showing exces-
sive and ideal pan cover-
age) exist for the ideal 
pan coverage to minimise 
feed wastage.  

I think suppliers of 
feeders are responsible 
for their effectiveness and 
ease of management and 
hopefully should have in-
formation of their wast-
age potential or lack of it. 

It is a real issue, but 
probably outside of the 
research arena.

In a recent Pork CRC 
report by Steve Wiede-
mann (FSA Consulting) 
on greenhouse gas emis-
sions across 14 produc-
tion units, feed wastage 
was estimated using BIG-
BAL. 

Estimated feed wast-
age ranged from 5.5 per-
cent to 7.7 percent and 
interestingly represented 
between 33 percent and 
43 percent of the vola-
tile solids in the waste 
stream.

For the same herds, 
HFC on a live weight 
basis (assessed over 12 
months) ranged from 2.4 
to 3.2 and was a major 
factor contributing to 
GHG emissions. 

Indeed, GHG emis-
sions (C02 equivalents) 
increased from 3.5 to 

6.0kg/kg live weight pro-
duced with increasing 
HFC from 2.4 to 3.2 – 
another good reason to 
improve HFC.

Target a HFC of 3.6 but 
on the understanding that 
it can be realistically re-
duced to 3.4 and below. 
Volume value

The second opportunity 
for reducing costs and 
increasing revenue is by 
increasing volume – that 
is the carcass weight sold/
sow per year. 

The latter can be 
achieved by selling more 
pigs per sow/year and/
or by increasing carcass 
weight.

Carcass weight is con-
strained largely by the 
market and Australia 
probably has the lightest 
average carcass weight in 
the world, which adverse-
ly affects the efficiency 
and cost of pork produc-
tion throughout the sup-
ply chain. 

At the moment pig price 
tends to match or over-
ride the impact to the 
farm gate, but there is 
clearly plenty of ineffi-
ciency and cost built into 
our system because of our 
light carcass weight.
Reproduction rises

Although reproduction 
is not set by the market, 
we all know it is very 
hard to improve. 

Over 10 years, born 
alive in Australia has in-
creased by less than 0.8 
piglets per litter and the 
number weaned (annu-
ally) by about 2.2 pigs 
per sow. 

The latter reflects the 
gradual increase in born 
alive and good farrow-
ing house management 
and the management of 
sows and empty days in 
general.

More recently, we’ve 
seen a number of Pork 
CRC benchmarking par-
ticipants achieve more 
marked improvements 
in litter size and num-
ber weaned, with the best 
Australian herd reporting 
12.9 born alive and 26.6 
piglets weaned per sow 
for 2014-2015. 

The top three Australian 
herds averaged 12.3 born 
alive and 25.3 weaned per 
sow for the year. 

The top herd was in 
NZ and weaned almost 
30 pigs per sow in 2014-
2015. 

The born alive was 13.3 
and the high number 
weaned per sow per year 
was due to a relatively 
low pre-weaning mortal-
ity (11 percent) and wean-
ing at 20 days.

These are all good re-
sults and I think in the 
short term we will learn 
more by listening to how 
these producers have 
achieved what they have 
and ensuring attention to 
detail, rather than by in-
vesting in research that 
is likely to deliver only 
small or incremental im-
provements in reproduc-
tion.  

Having said that, I have 
seen a couple of very 
exciting proposals from 
University of Adelaide 
researchers that ques-
tion some of the current 
concepts of nutrition in 
lactation and have the po-

tential to address some 
major constraints on the 
efficiency of production 
in Australia.
Born alive

For now the target for 
born alive should be set at 
12.5 and piglets weaned 
per sow per year at 25.5. 

We have the genetics 
and know-how to achieve 
these figures, but some 
producers may need to go 
back to basics. 

As I said, it’s best in the 
short term to learn from 
those achieving the good 
results.

Given where prices are 
at, anything you can do to 
increase carcass weight 
to the upper limit of those 
you are suppling should 
be done.
Price points

After reviewing APL’s 
prices publication in De-
cember 2015, I thought 
it worthwhile to look at 
the effects of price and 
carcass weight on both 
COP and revenue and 
predicted margins. 

I wanted to see if the 
higher price paid for pigs 
in the 40-60kg range was 
adequate to overcome the 
effect of the lighter car-
cass weight on overhead 
costs. 

This was not the case.
The table shows the ef-

fects of average carcass 
weights of 60, 75 and 
85kg on COP and pre-
dicted margins, assuming 
22 pigs sold/sow/year. 

The carcass weights 
chosen are at the top of 
the three major categories 
reported by APL.

The average prices for 
pigs between 40 and 60, 
60 and 75 and 75 and 
85kg carcass weight were 
$4.18, $3.82 and $3.80/kg 
carcass weight, respec-
tively. 

In the table these have 
been adjusted for the con-
tribution of sow meat to 
the carcass weight pro-
duced and as a compo-
nent of HFC.

Increasing carcass 
weight increases HFC at 
a higher rate than it re-
duces feed cost, such that 
feed cost ($/kg carcass 
weight) increases but is 
offset by a reduction in 
overhead costs. 

The latter has a small 
effect on margin per kilo-
gram of carcass weight 
but markedly increases 
the margin per pig and on 
a per sow basis. 

The latter can be worked 
out from the table.

Based on the APL pric-
es at the time, the price 
needed for carcasses at 
60 and 75kg to achieve 
the same margin per pig 
and per sow as the 85kg 
carcass were $4.65 and 
$4.04/kg respectively. 

The breakeven for each 
carcass category, inde-
pendent of pig price, is 
shown under COP and 
clearly will vary with 
feed costs.

In next month’s APN 
column, I intend outlin-
ing what is happening in 
Australia in a global con-
text, but we need to set 
some realistic targets for 
2016 and there’s no better 
time to do this than in 
January.

www.porkcrc.com.au SKIOLD & Vacuum Milling Solutions

&

CONTACT:

GRAIN MILLING  SPECIALIST

GRAIN MILLING DOESN'T HAVE TO BE A 
LABOUR INTENSIVE JOB!

SKIOLD & Vacuum Milling Solutions specialize in the design, 
sales and installation of quality grain milling equipment.

GRAIN MILLING AND AUGERING EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS
DESIGN, SALES AND INSTALLATION

CALL US TODAY TO HEAR WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!
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AUSPAC INGREDIENTS Pty.Ltd

Unit 1, 84-92 Barnes Street Tamworth NSW 2340
T:  +61 2 6762 7708    F:  +61 2 6762 7709

Contact: Christine Clark 0429 662 519

Effects of carcass weight at average Eastern Seaboard Prices (APL) for December 11 on the 

estimated cost of production (COP) and margin per kg carcass weight

Carcass 
weight 

kg

Net 
Price 
$/kg

Live 
weight 

kg
HFC

Feed 
Cost 

$/tonne

COP  
$/kg

Carcass 
sold/

sow kg

OH 
$/kg

Margin 
$/kg

60 4.01  80 3.40 454 3.05 1408 1.52 0.96

75 3.71 100 3.70 433 2.81 1740 1.21 0.90

85 3.72 112 3.89 427 2.73 1958 1.07 0.99

OH – overhead costs (costs other than feed)

A new year with some old challenges
☛ from P3

Visit our website to  
view the current edition  
as a digital flip book or  

to download a PDF.

www.porknews.com.au
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SO, who ate too much 
over the festive season 
and what did you eat too 
much of?

Although Christmas 
Day is typically the day 
of maximum culinary in-
dulgence, the day there-
after, that is Boxing Day, 
can often rival it as a 
day of feasting, albeit 
perhaps a little less for-
mally and often wrapped 
up in intermittent lash-
ings of Boxing Day MCG 
Test Match and maybe a 
smaller dose of Sydney to 
Hobart.

This year though I ad-
mit to thinking the Box-
ing Day Test was far from 
Calypso cricket, with the 
two teams, namely Aus-
tralia and the West Indies 
unevenly matched, with 
one team (us) on the rise 
and the other (them) on 
the decline, maybe even a 
slippery slope.

Anyway, aside from the 
cricket condiments, what 
did everyone enjoy for the 
main meal?

For me, as has been a 
tradition for 30 years, I 
enjoyed a bone-in smoked 
Australian leg ham 
courtesy of good friend 
Brad Thomason, these 
days MD of West Aus-
tralian smallgoods icon 

D’Orsogna and, in an 
earlier life, the big boss 
of Watsonia (then part 
of George Weston Foods 
Meat & Dairy Division, 
which Brad headed up).

Christmas Day lunch at 
my sister and brother-in-
law’s delightful four-acre 
Quindalup property (in 
WA’s southwest) was, of 
course, accompanied by 
West Australian prawns, 
salads and much more, 
not to mention being 

topped off by my 82-year-
old mother’s traditional 
secret recipe trifle, al-
beit made this year with 
a little less cream and 
sherry (we subsequently 
made up for it by eating 
more ice cream with the 
Christmas pudding and 
drinking more red wine 
after lunch!).

One of the great Box-
ing Day traditions, aside 
from a good MCG Test 
match, is the beginning 
of the week-long ‘at-
tack’ on what’s left of the 
D’Orsogna leg ham. 

Traditionally, I opt for 
it with tomato and mus-
tard on toast, but I was 
interested enough to fol-
low the suggestion of 
Brad Thomason who, in 
an email to me on Box-
ing Day, said he reck-
oned leftover festive ham 
was best with mustard 

or green pickles or HP 
Sauce, on toast.

So, I’ve subsequently 
become an advocate for 
a toasted ham sandwich 
with green pickles and I 
even went out and bought a 
bottle of HP Sauce, which 
I must admit brought back 
fond memories of my 
dear departed dad Ray, 
who loved lashings of HP 
Sauce with pretty much 
any meat he ate.

To amuse myself and 
perhaps APN readers 
with the accompanying 
photo, I admit to having 
had some fun with an old 
mate of mine when he 
came around for a visit 
and a beer in the New 
Year.

After we’d pecked away 
at some Sicilian green 
olives, some cheese and 
some anchovies, I thought 
it was time to serve up 

some leftover D’Orsogna 
ham, so I told my gul-
lible (Tasmanian!) mate 
Gary that D’Orsogna 
had recently launched a 
fabulous new ham prod-
uct known as ‘signature 
ham’, which came with its 
own Dijon mustard.

So, ‘Gullible Gary’ 
from Tassie’s north coast 
innocently swallowed my 
creative ‘white lie’ and 
said, “Yep, I’d love to try 
some mate.”

So, I served him up 
what you see in the pic. 

And yes, in between 
a few more sips of his 
Coopers Pilsener, he fell 
for it.

Anyway, I think ‘tis the 
season not only to be jol-
ly, but the house needs to 
be full of, well, innocent 
folly.

Cheers and beers until 
next silly season. 

Protection and Profit
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*  During the fattening period. Refer to registered product label for full claim details.  
Refer to Technical brochure for details of trial data.
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Signature ham.

Signature ham served for New Year

Cant Comment 
by 

BRENDON CANT

THE search for Austral-
ia’s best pork is set to 
return in May/June, with 
prizemoney of $10,000 
up for grabs.

The inaugural Steak 
Your Claim competition 
was held in September 
2015, with 50 pork loin 
steak entries received.

Australian Pork Limit-
ed’s General Manager of 
Marketing, Peter Haydon, 
said the competition was 
about identifying quality 
pork with a discernible 
difference.

“We’re looking for pork 
that ticks a number of 
boxes, including appear-
ance, aroma and flavour,” 
he said.

“We also want a product 
that has a unique breed, 
feed and growing rate 
story.

“This is about identify-
ing pork that is high qual-
ity, suitable for high-end 
restaurants in Australia, 
and potentially for over-
seas markets.”

A panel of judges will 
assess the pork raw for 
colour, muscle to fat ratio 
and marbling, as well as 
the cooked product for 
aroma, flavour, tender-
ness, juiciness and tex-
ture.

“We want the raw pork 
to look great, but also 
to taste delicious once 
cooked,” Mr Haydon 
said.

“We’re encouraging 

you to start preparing for 
the competition now by 
thinking about not only 
what your pigs are being 
fed, but also the story that 
accompanies your pork. 

“Why did you become a 
pig farmer? Why did you 
select your breed? What’s 
special about your loca-
tion? What have you been 
feeding your pigs? What 
differentiates your pork 
from other meat on the 
market?”

The details of the com-
petition will be finalised 
shortly, but the winner 
will receive $10,000, and 
may also receive other 
opportunities. 

“Competitions like this 
are great for producers 
as they’re a chance to get 
feedback on your prod-
uct, and also potentially 
win a title you can use to 
help market your prod-
uct,” Mr Haydon said.

“For small producers in 
particular, this can help 
expand the awareness of 
your product outside of 
your current market.”

All entries will receive 
written feedback on their 
product. 

Producers can enter a 
maximum of three en-
tries.

To register your inter-
est in participating in 
the competition, please 
email steakyourclaim@
australianpork.com.au. 

Do you have   
Australia’s 
best pork?

www.msd-animal-health.com.au
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THE Waste Manage-
ment Association of 
Australia has awarded 
Australian Pork Lim-
ited’s manager Environ-
ment Janine Price the 
2015 WMAA Women in 
the Environment Award.

This award is presented 
to a woman who has made 
a significant contribution 
to environmental sustain-
ability in Australia in the 
past five years. 

Sponsored by Blue En-
vironment, the award be-
gan as an initiative of the 
WMAA Victoria Branch, 
and recognises the 
achievements of women 
in the environment indus-
try. 

In 2015 the award was 
opened to all eligible 
women in the environ-
ment sector across Aus-
tralia.

Ms Price has been in-
tegral as APL’s Environ-
ment Program manager 
since 2009, delivering 
many positive environ-
mental milestones for 
Australian pig farmers. 

She has been responsi-
ble for the development 

of the National Envi-
ronmental Research and 
Extension Strategy for 
the industry that has de-
livered a science-based 
set of environmental 
guidelines for both con-
ventional and outdoor 
piggeries.  

She has also been in-
volved in initiating the 
$8.5 million National 
Agricultural Manure 
Management Program 
and the development of 
Australia’s first Carbon 
Farming Initiative meth-
odology and Biogas Code 
of Practice.  

Her key bioenergy initi-
ative now sees 26 percent 
of available pig produc-
tion using biogas, leading 
to annual savings of $5 
million in electricity and 
85,000 tonnes of carbon 
dioxide while generating 
$7.1 million in emissions 
reduction credits for Aus-
tralian pig producers. 

Ms Price said, “What 
I am really proud of is 
the continued growth, de-
velopment and promotion 
of sustainability issues 
within the industry and 

the use of my capabil-
ity to link industry and 
regulators and drive co-
regulation that has ena-
bled the Australian pork 
industry to now be seen 
as a leader in environ-
mental stewardship.” 

“My focus on driving 
co-regulation has been 
successful in getting 
the industry’s National 
Environmental Guide-
lines and Biogas Code 
of Practice accepted by 

environmental protec-
tion authorities, various 
state departments of pri-
mary industries and gas 
safety regulators across 
Australia.

“I am truly honoured 
to be the recipient of this 
year’s award and thank 
WMAA and Blue Envi-
ronment for their support 
of women working in the 
waste and environmental 
sector.

“It’s a really exciting 

and innovative area to 
work in and I’m looking 
forward to being involved 
in some interesting pro-
jects and opportunities 
coming up in the near 
future.”

As manager, Environ-
ment, Janine continues to 
assist APL members and 
producers with inquires 
specifically in relation to 
managing the environ-
ment, planning processes 
and concerns. 

www.primegro.com.au
Results are based on typical progeny growth performance 
achieved using Primegro Genetics grown under a high health 
environment and fed using the Rivalea Nutritional Program.

Kym 0439 066 054 
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Luke 0439 066 006 
luke@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Bill 0499 009 293 
bill@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

APL’s manager Evironment Janine Price accepts 
2015 WMAA Women in the Environment Award 

Martin Tolar, WMAA chief executive officer; Janine Price, Australian Pork Limited; 
and Christine Wardle WMAA Victoria branch president.

Off and running in 2016
LET me start by wish-
ing everyone a pros-
perous 2016. 

With demand and 
prices strong, there is a 
positive feeling within 
the industry and many 
farmers are consider-
ing improvements or 
increases to their pro-
duction units, which is 
supported by the indus-
try surveys and demand 
predictions conducted 
by Australian Pork 
Limited. 

Some farmers will 
still need to make 
changes to their sow 
stalls to meet the leg-
islative requirements of 
having sows in stalls 
for no longer than six 
weeks by mid-2017, 
but many producers 
with contracts linked to 
the major retailers or 
meeting the voluntary 
industry standard will 
have made the changes 
already and have sows 
group housed within 
one to five days post 
mating. 

There will be some 
who elect not to make 
any changes and will 
exit the industry as a 
result. 

With red meat prices 
at record highs and set 
to remain there for a 
year or so, consumers 
are looking at the alter-
natives and pork is one 
of the winners. 

Good industry mar-
keting strategies and 
product innovation are 
underpinning the de-
mand opportunity and 
providing new and old 
pork consumers with 
enjoyable eating expe-
riences, with greater 
value over traditional 
red meat purchases. 

So, all in all the stars 

are lining up for our 
industry, which has had 
its fair share of chal-
lenges over the preced-
ing years.

With any investment 
comes risk and pro-
ducers who have suc-
cessfully adopted the 
changes to sow housing 
and decided to increase 
their production have 
a number of things in 
common. 

They have planned 
their investment in 
infrastructure to gain 
greater efficiencies and 
underpinned it with a 
diversified customer 
base, which is sup-
ported by long-term 
contracts that take into 
consideration farming 
practices and changing 
feed costs. 

They protect their 
investments with im-
proved biosecurity and 
have developed and 
documented emergency 
response plans to limit 
any impacts should an 
event take place. 

The emergency re-
sponse plan should be 
part of a greater busi-
ness continuity plan 
that takes into consid-
eration all the risks and 
provides solutions or 
actions to minimise the 
impacts. 

Risks will include 
natural disasters such 
as flood, fire and re-
sultant power failure, 

but should also extend 
to issues like disease 
outbreaks and restric-
tions on the movement 
of stock.

To assist in enhancing 
their pork businesses, 
producers can’t afford 
not to be at the Pan Pa-
cific Pork Expo being 
held at the Gold Coast 
Convention Centre, 
May 25-26, 2016. 

There will be more 
displays, workshops 
and presentations than 
ever. See you there!

Pork Queensland Inc 
will continue to engage 
with government de-
partments associated 
with our industry to en-
sure producers are sup-
ported by good regula-
tion process and duly 
represented through the 
involvement of PQI on 
various committees.

PQI acts as a repre-
sentative body for all 
Queensland producers 
and needs your support 
as a paid-up member. 

Membership is only 
$300 a year for mem-
bers with more than 
200 sows and $150 for 
those with fewer than 
200 sows. 

For further informa-
tion on any PQI pro-
jects or for those pro-
ducers wanting to be-
come members, please 
contact me on 0407 622 
166 or john.coward1@
gmail.com 

President’s Perspective

by JOHN COWARD
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JEFO is a global leader 
in the field of non-med-
icated performance feed 
additives. 

Founded in Canada in 
1982 by Jean Fontaine, 
Jefo has grown exponen-
tially over the years, with 
its products now sold in 
57 countries.

From the beginning, 
Jefo has concentrated on 
innovation – understand-
ing and contributing to the 
science, economics and 
practices of livestock pro-
duction and management. 

Today, Jefo is a world 
leader and global partner 
in the field of feed addi-
tives, with its pioneering, 
cost-saving and efficient 
solutions, that also pro-
mote sustainable develop-
ment.
New global corporate 
philosophy

The new philosophy: 
Life, made easier is based 
on its company’s histo-
ry and strong corporate 
values. President, Jean 
Fontaine said, “We’re 
convinced it was time to 
step-up and differentiate 
ourselves.”

Life. It’s health. It’s re-
production. Calving, far-

rowing, laying, hatching.
It’s milk. It’s growth. It’s 

animals feeding the hands 
that feed them.

Jefo is a circle of life.
Life, made easier is 

nutrition delivered as it 
should be, through vita-
mins, minerals, yeasts, 
and organic acids. It’s 
better balance, better me-
tabolism. It’s just a little 
more comfort.

Life, made easier is a 
promise of health solu-
tions that are easy to 
administer. Right in the 
feed, as it should be. 
Without fuss or pain or 
risk to the animals. It’s 
a promise that with bet-
ter nutrition, animals are 
more comfortable, easier 
to raise. That each stage 
of life is just a little less 
complicated, with a lower 
risk of disease, weight loss 
and mortality due to stress 
and malnutrition.

It’s just a little more 
peace of mind.

Life, made easier is a 
promise that Jefo is con-
stantly searching for solu-
tions to animal nutrition 
challenges, offering a full 
range of products and pro-
grams to satisfy the needs 

of the different life stages 
of each species. It’s a lot 
more confidence and a 
true partnership.

Life, made easier is a 
promise of excellent ser-
vice and expert techni-
cal support. It’s a promise 
that doing business with 
Jefo is easy, with immedi-
ate response and efficient 
communication. It’s an 
entire solutions-oriented 
team at your service.

Life, made easier means 
programs and solutions 
for real-life situations, for 
different life stages and 
challenges.

Life, made easier with 
science. Through its ap-
plied scientific research, 
Jefo continues to innovate 
and develop additives that 
take into account the ge-
netic make-up, physiology 
and metabolism of each 
species, as well as the 

varying requirements of 
the market: Jefo Matrix 
Technology for safe and 
targeted delivery of active 
compounds and nutrients, 
enzymes for improved 
feed conversion and in-
creased body weight and 
liquids for optimal animal 
performance.

Life, made easier is 
about timely technical 
support and practical ad-
vice worldwide. It’s expe-
rienced, dependable and 
friendly professionals at 
your service.

Life, made easier means 
healthy animals feeding 
the hands that feed them. 
This is the circle of life. 
This is what sustains us. 
This is Jefo.

This new positioning 
is sustaining the idea the 
rationale of our logo: a 
natural cycle, an easier 
continuity of life. 

Both humans and ani-
mals are part of this cycle, 
and their interaction is an 
apt example of balanced 
responsibility; giving the 
best to the animal because 
it is ultimately, given back 
to us. With this in mind, 
Life, made easier means 
healthy animals feeding 
the hands that feed them.

This is the circle of life. 
This is what sustains us. 
This is Jefo.

The new philosophy will 
be rolled out in all com-
munications in the many 
countries where Jefo is 
present. New kiosks, sta-
tionery, business cards 
and corporate communi-
cations including advertis-
ing, promotions and web-
site have been designed. 
Now again, with this new 
philosophy, the two ele-
ments, the world of nature 
and the world of science, 
come together in an ex-
pressive way.
A word about Jefo’s 
graphic logo

It starts with a connect-
ing line, which represents 
the notion of give-and-
take, of how everything in 
the world, including ani-
mal and human nutrition, 
is interconnected. 

It also represents Jefo’s 
commitment to ensur-
ing that the connection is 
maintained in a responsi-
ble, healthy way. 

Clockwise around the 
unbroken circle, the size 
of the animals increases 
to represent the com-
pany’s main objective: 
healthy, strong growth. 

Finally, the hand in the 
symbol speaks to the 
company’s promise to be 
actively and responsibly 
engaged. 

Jefo chose the circle to 
stand for the world, and 
for the company’s place 
in it: as a global com-
pany that cares about the 
planet.

To learn more about the 
new corporate philosophy, 
visit jefo.com 

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com.au

Why do some piglets walk 
with their heads held high?

Because Levucell ®SB piglets are 
pleased with their performance!

Levucell®SB improves farrowing conditions and improves 

milk production at the onset of lactation. 

With improved vitality, Levucell®SB piglets have a better survival 
rate during the neonatal period and enhanced performances 
until weaning.

Live yeast for sows and piglets
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Topics for 2016 PPPE
IF you’ve been following the pork 
industry news, I’m sure you’d be 
aware that the Pan Pacific Pork 
Expo is just around the corner.

The PPPE is an opportunity to listen 
to the latest information available on 
a range of topical subjects presented 
over a two-day event. 

It is a great source of information 
and the perfect opportunity to gain 
valuable insights and ideas on ways to 
ensure your farm is keeping up to date 
with modern technology and practices 
from around the world.

The 2016 PPPE will be held May 25-
26, 2016 on Queensland’s Gold Coast. 

For those who wish to attend, reg-
istration is now open through www.
pppe.com.au. 

In the near future, you will be able to 
book accommodation and flights, for 
those looking to secure an early place.

Previous events have set the bar high 
and the 2016 PPPE hopes to continue 
that success.  

The theme of the exhibition: Inspir-
ing Transformation, ensures that both 
topics and speakers will be thought 
provoking and engaging to all pro-
ducers. 

The topics are outlined below for 
both the Plenary Sessions and the 
Concurrent Sessions.

The Plenary sessions, held on the 
first day will focus on: 

• Technology Inspired Transforma-
tion; and

• Consumer Attitudes towards Ag-
riculture. 

The second day will include the 
concurrent sessions, with three key 
topics and a workshop. 

The three topics are: 
• Advances in Production – How to 

get that one extra piglet;
• Transforming Science into Prac-

tice; and 
• Converting Research into Money. 
Sponsorship options remain avail-

able for those wanting to support the 
2016 PPPE, whether through exhibi-
tions, presentations or sponsorships. 

For more information, the PPPE 
prospectus is now available online at 
www.pppe.com.au under Exhibition 
and Sponsorship opportunities.

There will again be member support 
packages available for producer mem-
bers of APL to assist with transport and 
accommodation to attend the event.

For further inquiries associated 
with PPPE 2016, contact Jess Hooper-
Chase on 02 62708832 or email Jess.
Hooper-Chase@australianpork.com.
au 

Jefo affirms corporate positioning 
and reveals new philosophy

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com.au
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PORK CRC supported 
PhD candidate at the 
University of Sydney, 
Lechelle van Breda, won 
Pork CRC’s ‘Best Pres-
entation and best first 
time presentation’ award 
at the 2015 Australasian 
Pig Science Association 
biennial conference in 
Melbourne.

Her presentation, ‘An-
tibiotic resistance in 
Escherichia coli isolat-
ed from pre- and post-
weaned piglets: a snap-
shot survey of Australia’, 
was judged the best pres-

entation at APSA on Pork 
CRC supported research.

Pork CRC CEO Roger 
Campbell said, “By vir-
tue of winning the main 
award, Lechelle also won 
our award for the best 
first time presentation or 
young scientist award and 
this has never happened 
before.”

“The awards were 
judged by a panel of six 
experts in the fields of 
science, communications 
and pork production and 
while the competition 
was close, Lechelle’s 

presentation was the clear 
winner.”

The panel comprised 
Roger Campbell and 
Charles Rikard-Bell, 
both of Pork CRC, Robyn 
Terry and Pat Mitchell, 
both of Australian Pork 
Limited, Tony Edwards 
of ACE Livestock Con-
sulting and Dave Cad-
ogan of Feedworks.

Dr Campbell commend-
ed all Pork CRC support-
ed presenters at APSA 
and paid special tribute 
to the students who he 
described as “enthusiasti-

cally aspirational in all 
cases and scientifically 
inspirational in many 
cases”.

Ms van Breda, who 
received $2000 for the 
awards, acknowledged 
the assistance of Univer-
sity of Sydney colleagues, 
Andrew Ginn, Om Dhun-
gyel, Jonathan Iredell and 
Michael Ward.

She said Australia’s 
pig industry experienced 
outbreaks of pre- and 
post-weaning diarrhoea 
caused by E. coli and this 
was linked to reduced 
growth rates, high medi-
cation costs and high 
levels of mortality and 
morbidity.

“Antibiotics are often 
used for treatment at 
weaning, but E. coli can 
develop resistance over 
time, which is concerning 
for effective control of E. 
coli disease,” she said.

Also at APSA, Che-
rie Collins of Pork CRC 
participant Rivalea Aus-
tralia received $1000 for 
the best poster on a Pork 
CRC supported project.

Her award-winning 
poster was titled: ‘Aerosol 
disinfection from wean-
ing: a pilot study to assess 
the impacts on clinical 
signs of Actinobacillus 
pleuropneumoniae’.

Dr Collins acknow-
ledged the work of Pe-
ter McKenzie, Sam Beer, 
Kirrily O’Halloran and 
Anke Woeckel, who as-
sisted her with the pilot 
study.

www.porkcrc.com.au Dr Cherie Collins of Pork CRC participant Rivalea Australia received $1000 for the 
best poster on a Pork CRC supported project at APSA 2015.

Pork CRC supported PhD candidate at the University of Sydney, Lechelle van 
Breda, won Pork CRC’s ‘Best Presentation and best first time presentation’ award 
at the 2015 APSA biennial conference in Melbourne.

Pork CRC APSA awards to inspired scientists

PORK CRC contin-
ues to support honours 
awards on a competi-
tive basis and is now 
calling for honours ap-
plications for 2016. 

This call closes Fri-
day, February 19, with 
applications to be con-
sidered by Pork CRC’s 
Education Committee 
the following week. 

All applications 
should be completed 

and then emailed to 
Roger Campbell (roger.
ca mpb el l@p orkc rc.
com.au) and Rebecca 
Smith (rebecca.smith@

porkcrc.com.au). 
Application forms can 

be found and down-
loaded at porkcrc.com.
au/downloads/ 

Pork CRC calls for 2016 
honours applications

www.jefo.com
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Pig Farm Perspective
             by Harry the happy pig

IT’S 2016 and we are 
all grinding our way 
back to work. 

Let’s face it, life can 
get routine at times. 

There’s the day in, 
day out shuffle of work, 
family life and what-
ever you do on a daily 
basis. 

At some stage, no mat-
ter what you do to spice 
things up, they probably 
start to feel boring after 
a while. 

However, since it is 
a new year, let us start 
afresh and attempt to 
find new challenges in 
old problems to make 
things interesting once 
more.

To that end, we will 
approach a common 
and very mundane topic 
– post farrowing dis-
charges. 

What is a post farrow-
ing discharge? 

In sows it is common 
to have a discharge 
from the vulva after the 
farrowing process. 

It is normal to find a 
clear, slightly mucous 
like or even bloody dis-
charge post farrowing. 

This normally lasts 
for up to a day and a 
half after the end of the 
farrowing process and 
is simply the shrinking 
uterus ridding itself of 
materials left inside it 
after farrowing.

In some cases the dis-
charge remains present 
for a longer period, five 
to seven days. 

This can lead to health 
and production issues 
such as fever, decreased 
feed intake, longer 
wean – service interval 
and decreased farrow-
ing rate on the subse-
quent cycle. 

The severity of the 
symptoms depend on 
the area of the repro-
ductive tract that has 
been affected. 

The mildest form of 
infection is a vulvitis. 

This results in a mild 
discharge that can last 
for two days and nor-
mally has no further 
negative effects (5ml). 

A vaginitis is very 
common, has a mild 
discharge (10-30ml) 
and can cause de-
creased feed intake, but 
rarely has any further 
negative effects. 

An endometritis (in-
fection in the uterus) 
causes a high volume 
discharge (100ml), 
white-yellow in colour. 

This can result in fe-
ver, decreased feed in-
take, decreased milk 
production, death in 
severe cases and may 
have severe negative ef-
fects on the sow’s future 
fertility. 

The most important 
thing is to distinguish 
between these events. 

It is best to base your 
judgement on the ap-
pearance and demean-
our of the sow, and the 
volume of the discharge.

Most infections are 

thought to be ascending 
infections, that is, bac-
teria enters the vulva 
from the environment 
and moves up the repro-
ductive tract creating 
infection as it goes. 

Hygiene is therefore a 
critical part of preven-
tion. 

Manure in farrowing 
pens should be removed 
on a continuous basis. 

Any aid given during 
farrowing can introduce 
bacteria and so should 
be done with clean 
hands, sterile gloves 
and followed up with 
antimicrobial therapy.

This may be a routine 
problem to most, but 
to me it represents one 
of the critical areas on 
farm where improved 
husbandry can result 
in a decreased usage of 
antibiotics, translating 
to a lowered cost for the 
producer. 

My challenge to you 
today, and maybe even 
this year, is to apply this 
thinking to all problems 
of this nature. 

Approach old and 
tired routine issues like 
this on your farm. 

What can be done 
differently to resolve 
them? 

Can you get a second 
opinion or try to do 
something differently? 

Merge the magic and 
the mundane, apply lay-
ers to reality, add a beat 
to normality, inject your 
life with positivity! 

100% Pigs
CRA

“CRA helps to identify and 
investigate parameters impacting 
herd health, perfomance and 
productivity.” 

- Dr Sarah De Greef
CRA Pig Veterinarian

chrisrichards.com.au | Phone: 1800 426 142 | Fax: 03 5445 5914Chris Richards & Associates

Heather Channon wins 2015 
Batterham Memorial Award
AUSTRALIAN Pork 
Limited manager Prod-
uct Integrity Heather 
Channon was awarded 
the Australasian Pig Sci-
ence Association’s 2015 
Batterham Memorial 
Award at the 15th bien-
nial scientific meeting 
held from November 22-
25, 2015 in Melbourne.

The Batterham Memo-
rial Award is a prestigious 
award conferred by APSA 
in memory of the late Dr 
Ted Batterham. 

It is made with the aim 
to ‘stimulate and develop 
innovation and initiative 
in the pig industry’, and 
enables the winners to 
broaden their exposure to 
national or international 
pig science.

APL general manager 
Research and Innovation 
Dr Darryl D’Souza said: 
“This award highlights 
the excellent work and 
significant contributions 
that Heather has made to 
the Australian pork indus-
try.”

Heather is currently un-
dertaking her PhD enti-
tled ‘Predicting the eat-
ing quality of pork’ at the 
University of Melbourne 
and is supervised by Prof 
Frank Dunshea and Dr 
Darryl D’Souza. 

Heather’s PhD program 
is providing new infor-
mation to support the 
development and imple-
mentation of a cuts-based 

eating quality system for 
Australian pork. 

Her studies, supported 
by funding from APL and 
the Pork CRC, have aimed 
to improve eating quality 
consistency of different 
pork cuts using a pathway 
approach, with the over-
all objective to reduce the 
incidence of pork rated 
as unsatisfactory or be-
low average by consumers 
(fail rate) to less than 10 
percent. 

New information on the 
interactions between mul-
tiple pathway factors on 

the eating quality attrib-
utes of different pork cuts 
have been delivered. 

Heather’s work has also 
validated that immuno-
castrated male pigs pro-
duce pork cuts of com-
parable eating quality to 
those from female pigs.

Heather said: “Identify-
ing, communicating and 
implementing outcomes 
arising from industry-
funded research and de-
velopment to optimise 
return on investment con-
tinues to be my major mo-
tivator, particularly in re-

lation to pork eating qual-
ity, product integrity and 
carcass measurement.”

In her role with APL, 
Heather is responsible for 
identifying new opportu-
nities, managing her pro-
ject portfolio in Product 
Integrity and delivering 
outcomes arising from in-
dustry investment in food 
safety and traceability to 
key stakeholders. 

Heather also provides 
strong management and 
effective co-ordination of 
the Pork Processor Refer-
ral Group. 

Heather Channon with Dr Alison Collins, APSA vice-president from NSW DPI 
Elizabeth Macarthur Research Institute at Camden, NSW.

www.chrisrichards.com.au
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YES, it’s a boring sub-
ject, however workplace 
safety is one issue that 
is always relevant to ag-
riculture, including the 
pork industry. 

Due to high rates of 
death and injury, Austral-
ian agriculture has been 
identified as a prior-
ity industry for preven-
tion activities under the 
Australian Work Health 
and Safety Strategy 2012-
2022. 

The purpose of the 
Strategy is to drive key 
national activities to 
achieve improvement in 
work health and safety. 

An improved under-
standing of current haz-
ardous exposures and the 
effectiveness of controls is 
a research priority.

Safe Work Australia has 
calculated that the total 
cost of workplace injury 
and illness to the Aus-
tralian economy for the 
2012-13 financial year 
was $61.8 billion, or 4.1 
percent of the Australian 
Gross Domestic Product. 

Work-related injuries, 
illnesses and deaths im-
pose significant costs on 
employers, workers and 
the community both di-
rectly and indirectly. 

Direct costs include 
items such as workers’ 
compensation premiums 
paid by employers or pay-
ments to injured or inca-
pacitated workers. 

Indirect costs include 
lost productivity, loss of 
current and future earn-
ings, lost potential output 
and the cost of providing 
social welfare programs 
for injured or incapaci-
tated workers.

Illnesses, acute injuries 
and fatalities are high 
among agricultural work-
ers compared to other in-
dustries due to the use 
of machinery and equip-
ment, repetitive physical 
work, close interactions 
with animals and expo-
sure to chemicals.

As a result, agriculture, 
along with road freight 
transport, will be the fo-
cus of efforts in all juris-
dictions during the first 
five years of the Austral-
ian Strategy. 

The national industry 
priorities focus attention 
and activities on identify-
ing the cause of injury and 
illness and on working to 
find and implement solu-
tions.

Two areas of major con-

cern are deaths and inju-
ries from quad bikes, as 
well as exposure to car-
cinogens. 
Carcinogens

Many studies show that 
there are some cancers to 
which farm workers have 
an excess risk, such as 
non-Hodgkin lymphoma, 
myeloma, leukaemia and 
cancers of the lip, skin, 
stomach, prostate and 
brain. 

This suggests there may 
be some carcinogenic 
agents that farm work-
ers are exposed to which 
increase the incidence of 
these cancers, with one 
study finding that almost 
all (99 percent) agricultur-
al workers were estimated 
to be probably exposed to 
at least one carcinogen.

Workers in the agricul-
tural industry typically 
have a high variation in 
day-to-day tasks, and 
therefore are potentially 
exposed to a diverse range 
of occupational carcino-
gens. 

These potential expo-
sures may include fuels 
and engine exhausts, 
paints and solvents, met-
als, dusts and welding 
fumes, as well as pesti-
cides. 

Due to working and 
housing conditions, farm 
workers often encounter 
disproportionate exposure 
to these exposures.

Almost all (99 percent) 
agriculture workers were 
estimated to be probably 
exposed to solar UV ra-
diation and a high pro-
portion (88 percent) re-
ported working outdoors 
for more than four hours 
each day.

The proportion of agri-
culture workers assessed 
as probably exposed to 
these carcinogens was 
generally much higher 
than estimates for workers 
in construction or manu-
facturing presented in 
similar reports, possibly 
reflecting task diversity in 
these industries. 

It is difficult to establish 
strong epidemiological 
evidence that exposure to 
a single, specific pesticide 

causes cancer or other 
health effects.

In the absence of strong 
evidence that a pesticide 
causes harm, it remains 
in use. 

Cancer is not caused by 
a single factor. 

Rather, it results from a 
complex, multi-factorial, 
multi-stage process. 

Researchers have identi-
fied at least six essential 
cellular alterations that 
must occur in order for 
cancer to develop. 

Preventing cancer will 
depend on addressing the 
broader set of conditions 
that influence risk.
Quad bikes

The latest statistics from 
Farmsafe Australia show 
quad bikes are at the top of 
the danger list for farmers. 

Since 2001 over 190 
Australians have died in 
quad bike related inci-
dents. 

Quads are now the lead-
ing cause of death on Aus-
tralian farms (outranking 
tractors). 

Deaths are evenly dis-
tributed between rollo-
vers, where asphyxiation/
crush injury are common, 
and non-rollovers, where 
the victim is flung onto a 
hard surface as a result of 
a quad bike crash. 

Almost nine out of every 
10 rollover deaths occur 
on a farm.

Lack of formal training, 
excessive loading, inap-
propriate attachments, 
carrying of passengers 
and use by children not 
mature enough to control 

the machines, increase the 
risk of quad bike collision 
and rollover. 

Poor use or absence of 
helmets also increases the 
risk of head injury. 

Significant fines have 
been imposed where busi-
nesses have been found to 
be negligent in their re-
sponsibilities to the health 
and safety of their em-
ployees. 

More information can be 
found at www.safework 
australia.gov.au/sites/swa/
whs-information/agricul 
ture/quad-watch/pages/
quad-watch.

If you require further 
information, please con-
tact me via email John.
McGoverne@australian 
pork.com.au. 
APL Policy Team

FARMERS and
FEED MILLERS

FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS OF:

CONTACT:

Bennie St, Industrial Estate, Dalby
Ph (07) 4662 4333

A/Hrs (07) 4663 5534

PTY
LTDSOYA FEEDS

Soya beans used in our meals are NOT genetically modified!

SFMCA 
FeedSafe 
Accredited

We use whole soya beans not gradings
to supply you with a quality meal

Australian Work Health and Safety Strategy

SKIOLD 
PIGGERY LIQUID  
FEEDING SYSTEM

• 332 valves
•  Used in farrowing, excellent 

condition
•  Assistance in dismantling 

provided
•  Located at Lameroo, South 

Australia 

QUID 
YSTEM

owing, excellent 

di li

FOR SALE
$35,000

+ GST O.N.O.

For more details and pictures, please contact  

Peter, W: 08 8578 8081 AH: 08 8578 8083  

E: mcpiggery2@bigpond.com

http://www.boehringer-ingelheim.com.au/
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NEW country of origin 
labelling for Australian 
food is a step closer, 
with calls for the com-
munity and businesses 
to have their say on 
the Government’s pro-

posed reforms.
A Consultation Regu-

lation Impact Statement 
has been released, which 
outlines issues to con-
sider in implementing 
the reform agenda.

Industry, Innovation 
and Science Minister 
Christopher Pyne said 
significant progress had 
been made in meeting 
community expectations 
and government was 
keen to talk to businesses 
about their role in deliv-
ering these improvements 
to consumers. 

“We have come a long 
way in addressing an 
issue that many gov-
ernments of both sides 
before us have failed to 
resolve,” he said.

“The next step is to 
gather the right informa-
tion to ensure our final 
decision meets every-
one’s needs.”

A new label for food is 
proposed, with the kan-
garoo in a triangle icon 
and a bar chart with ac-
companying text showing 
what proportion of ingre-
dients are from Australia.

Agriculture and Water 
Resources Minister Barn-
aby Joyce said the work 
was being undertaken 
jointly with state and 
territory governments, 
reflecting shared respon-
sibility for Australia’s 
origin labelling system.

“We are determined 
to deliver a meaningful 
and clear country of ori-
gin labelling system for 
food and we are well on 
the way to making that 
happen,” he said.

“Concerns about coun-
try of origin labelling 
have been going on for 
too long. 

“The changes we have 
flagged will finally ad-
dress those concerns so 
that Australian shoppers 
can have confidence 
about the origins of the 
food they buy.”

The consultation in-
cludes an opportunity to 
comment on a draft in-
formation standard that 
sets out the rules around 
food products and the 
proposed new labelling 
requirements.

Ministers said they also 
wanted to hear from busi-
nesses outside of the food 
sector because both food 
and non-food businesses 
would be interested in 
other proposed changes 
that would make using 
country of origin label-
ling much easier. 

Input from food import-
ers, retailers, wholesalers, 
farmers and Australia’s 
trading partners was also 
encouraged.

For further information 
on country of origin food 
labelling and to com-
ment on the Consultation 
Regulatory Impact State-
ment, visit consult.indus 
try.gov.au/cool-taskforce/
cool

Comments close on Jan-
uary 29, 2016. 

Biotronic® Top3

The Biomin® Permeabilizing Complex in 
Biotronic® Top3 damages the outer membrane 
of Gram-negative bacteria thus boosting 
the synergistic effect of its components, 
the organic acids and the phytochemical.

• Increased  weight gain • Improved feed 
 conversion• Maximised economical

Tel.: +61 2 9872 6324

biotronictop3.biomin.net

the breakthrough 
in pathogen control
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Naturally ahead

AUSTRALIAN WASTE ENGINEERING P/L

Ph: (08) 8738 2021  

Fax: (08) 8738 2475

E: edan-awe@bigpond.com

Design of Effl uent Systems our Specialty

FAN Press
Screw
Separator

Distributors of:
• Submersible pumps

• Slurry Mixers

• PTO Slurry Pumps

• Bedding Recovery 
   Units

• Bio-Gas Equipment

Solid-Liquid Separation SystemsSolid-Liquid Separation Systems

Agricultural and Industrial

Rampage Rat & Mouse Bait Features:

· Reliable and affordable
· Stop feed action reduces consumption
· Approved for perimeter fence line applications by APVMA
· Kills anticoagulant resistant rodents.

Protecta Shield Bait Station

· Easy to use push-key operation
· Compact and durable.

Tomcat Mouse Attractant Gel

· Improves bait palatability
· Pre-mixed and ready to use.

a division of Amgrow

For more information contact Barmac on 07 3802 5050 

Having a crackling time over the holidays
AUSTRALIAN Pork 
Limited Marketing 
manager Mitch Ed-
wards said crackle was 
the crowning glory of a 
holiday meal.

“A perfect roast pork 
topped with golden crispy 
crackling makes that 
meal complete,” he said.

“Roast pork delivers an 
impressive result, but the 
reality is, it’s a relatively 
low fuss to create.

“For best crackling re-
sults, remove the roast 
from its packaging the 
night prior. 

“Score it, then place it 
back in the fridge to dry 
out the rind.  

“On the day, place the 
roast on a wire rack and 
pour boiling water over 
the rind.”

Mr Edwards said that 
will open up the scoring 
to help the crackle bub-
ble up. 

“Then dry it off, rub in 
oil and salt and place it in 
a very hot oven,” he said.

“Then, once it’s in the 
oven, you can get on with 
your day.

“There are a lot of pork 
cuts that have a great end 
result, but I think the 
pork loin is a favourite.”

Mr Edwards said if the 
crackle was not quite per-
fect, it could be placed 
under the grill for four to 
five minutes, keeping a 
close eye on it.

To cook the crispiest 
crackling, you need three 
things: oil, salt and heat.

Remember, the drier 
you can make the rind 
prior to oiling and salt-

ing, the fluffier the crack-
ling.
Recipe

1. Remove roast from 
packaging and pat dry 
with paper towel. With a 
small sharp knife, deeply 
score the rind at 1cm in-
tervals, being careful to 
not cut into the meat. If 
time allows, leave the 
scored roast uncovered in 
the fridge for one hour, 
or ideally overnight. This 
process further dries the 
rind and aids the crack-
ling process.

2. When you’re ready to 
cook, put your pork on 
a wire rack in the sink 

and pour a jug of boil-
ing water over the rind. 
Pat dry thoroughly with 
paper towel. 

3. Rub the roast with 1 
tbsp of vegetable oil and 
a 1/2 tbsp of salt (more if 
you like salty crackling), 
making sure the oil and 
salt penetrate the scores.

4. Place the roast on a 
wire rack inside a baking 
tray and cook at 240C 
(max 250C conventional) 
until the rind crackles, 
for up to 50 minutes. If 
the roast is over 2kg, take 
10 minutes off this initial 
crackling time.

5. Turn the oven down 

to 180C and cook for 
30-35 minutes per kilo-
gram, depending on how 
well you like your roast 
cooked. 

6. Once cooked, let the 
roast rest for 10 minutes 
before slicing. 

Note: To achieve great 
crackling, getting the 
oven temperature correct 
is critical. 

The use of an oven 
thermometer is recom-
mended to verify that the 
stated oven temperature 
is accurate. 

You can find more tips 
and recipes on www.
pork.com.au 

Country of origin food labelling 
changes a step closer
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NUTRIENT intake of 
sows during lactation, in 
general, is limiting for 
milk production and lit-
ter performance. 

Dietary supplementation 
with a range of phytogen-
ics stimulates feed intake 
and enhance nutrient uti-
lisation in lactating sows 
resulting in improved sow 
and piglet performance. 
Feed additives of natu-
ral origin

Plants have been used 
for many centuries in hu-
man culinary and medi-
cine as flavour enhancer, 
preservatives and for their 
healing properties. 

Phytogenic feed addi-
tives, also referred to as 
phytogenics, comprise a 
wide range of biologically 
active substances from 
plants, like herbs and 
spices and plant-derived 
products such as essential 
oils and oleoresins (Wind-
isch et al., 2008). 

As such PFAs have huge 
potential in fully natural 
strategies to face today’s 
challenges in livestock 
production. 

At the same time, PFAs 
are recognised and ac-
cepted as safe alternatives 
to widely used, therapeu-
tic or prophylactic, medi-
cines applied in animal 
production. 

These blends of lead-
ing and secondary active 
components, in combi-
nation with mixtures of 
more than one plant-based 
ingredient, have proven 
effectiveness in animal 
nutrition. 

Especially in piglets, 
PFAs have been reported 
to improve feed intake 
and growth resulting in an 
improved feed conversion 
ratio by 1-4 percent. 

The use of herbs, spices 
and various plant extracts 
in animal feed is gain-
ing popularity since the 
majority of antibiotics 
are being banned in more 
and more countries world-
wide. 

A wide range of plants 
contains bioactive com-
pounds, which have mul-
tiple actions in the body 
including effects on ap-
petite, digestion and im-
munity.

Essential oils (as part of 
PFAs) have shown strong 
aromatic properties with 

organoleptic characteris-
tics that improve the fla-
vour and palatability of 
feed, enhancing feed in-
take and production per-
formance.  
Fresta: the gold stand-
ard in the feed industry

To date only one pure 
plant-derived feed addi-
tive has received the Eu-
ropean Union registration 
as zootechnical feed addi-
tive for piglets, and this is 
Delacon’s product, Fresta.  

Fresta has been very 
succesfully used across 
North America, Europe 
and Asia for up to 25 
years.

The mixture of micro-
encapsulated essential 
oils, in combination with 
dried herbs and spices, 
has shown consistent im-
provement of daily gain, 
feed intake, and FCR in 
weaned piglets compared 
to control animals (Fig-
ure 1). 

Fresta has also shown 
beneficial effects in repro-
ductive sows, as a result of 
incremented feed intake 
during lactation period.
Feed intake in lactating 
sows

During the lactation pe-
riod, achieving optimal 
feed intake to maintain 
milk production and qual-
ity may result in a difficult 
task, especially in primi-
parous sows and sows in 
hot environment. 

If feed intake is too 
low, body weight losses 
increase during lactation, 
as the sow has to mobilise 
more body reserves for 
milk production. 

Increasing feed intake 
of lactating sows reduces 
body weight losses and 
increases milk production 
with higher protein and fat 
contents and subsequently 
improves reproductive 
performance, including a 
decreased interval from 
weaning to oestrus, wean-
ing weight of litter (Reese 
et al, 1982; Kirkwood et 
al., 1987) and litter uni-
formity (Vinyeta, 2015).

Zhong et al. (2011) found 
that sows (d90 gestation-
lactation) fed diets sup-
plemented with 400ppm 
of Fresta had higher feed 
intake during lactation 
and higher litter wean-
ing weight (P<0.05), im-
proved sows and litter 

performance, increased 
serum metabolite con-
centrations, IgG level and 
lysozyme activity at post-
partum and milk quality.

Recently, a field trial 
was performed in Aus-
tralia over a four-month 
period (May-Sept 2015).

About 580 sows (CEFN 
genetics) and their prog-
eny were utilised in the 
trial over four batches 
(145 sows per batch). 

The lactation diet was 
offered to the sows from 
entry to the farrowing 
house at D110 of gesta-
tion (approximately five 
days prior to farrowing) 
through to weaning (at ap-
proximately 20 days). 

For the treatment group, 
Fresta was added on top 
of the lactating sow diet 
at 400g/T.

The addition of Fresta to 
the diets of lactating sows 
significantly increased 
feed intake of all sows 
independent of parity. 

The average increase in 
feed intake was 480g/day 
(Figure 2). 

This improvement in 
feed intake was then suc-
cessfully converted to in-
creased weaning weights 
and piglet growth rates.

Sows fed Fresta had low-
er average shift in body 
score between farrowing 
and weaning relative to 
control sows. 

A higher proportion of 
sows fed Fresta supple-
mented diets were suc-
cessfully remated (92.0 
versus 89.2 percent). 

For parities 3, 4 and 5 
the increase in weaning 
weight in average was 
375g per pig. 

It is commonly assumed 
that for every addition-
al kilogram of weaning 

weight an extra 4kg of 
market weight can be 
achieved. 

Based on this it is ex-
pected that the additional 
weaning weight of pigs 
(from parities 3, 4 and 
5) would convert to 1.5kg 
of market weight, that is, 
about 1.13kg of extra pork. 

Assuming 10.5 pigs sold 
per litter and 2.3 litters 
per sow per year, this 
equates to 27.14kg of ex-
tra pork worth $103.15 per 
sow per year (assuming a 
pork price of $3.80/kg).
Conclusion

Phytogenic feed additive 
such as Fresta increases 
feed intake in lactating 
sows, resulting in im-
proved litter weight, re-
duced body weight losses 
of sows at weaning and 
improved fertility. 

Phytogenic feed additives enhance 
performance in lactating sows

Figure 1: Performance improvement with the use of phytogenic feed additives 
(Fresta, Delacon) in piglets (Feed intake (FI), Average Daily Gain (ADG) and Feed 
Conversion Ratio (FCR))

Figure 2: Average daily feed intake of lactating sows (parity 1 to 6) from d110 gestation to weaning (d20) fed a 
control diet vs Fresta (400 g/T) supplemented diet.

A PROPOSED new 
$12m piggery op-
eration by Blantyre 
Farms will consist 
of 21 sheds built on 
Eulie Rd, south of 
Harden, NSW and 
comprise breeder and 
grower sites.

An environmen-
tal impact statement 
lodged with Harden 
Shire Council indi-
cates the breeding 
side would house up 
to 7400 pigs and the 
growing facility up to 
18,000 pigs.

There are also plans 
to build a methane di-
gestion system on site 
to capture biogas pro-
duced from the site’s 
main effluent dam, 
which will be used to 
run a generator that 

will power the farm.
The facility would 

employ about 20 peo-
ple, and the farm will 
aim to source locally 
grown grain for pig 
feed.

The application says 
liquid effluent will be 
spread at least 10m 
from the property’s 
boundaries and 25m 
from creeks.

Neighbours have 
raised concerns about 
truck movements 
and odour, and the im-
pact of the pig sheds on 
visual amenity.

Blantyre’s application 
concedes the farm will 
emit odours but says it 
has not had an odour 
complaint at its Young 
farm for five years. 

Multimillion dollar 
piggery planned
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RESEARCH from 
Aarhus University, Den-
mark has now refined 
a method that uses an 
infrared camera to re-
motely measure a sow’s 
body temperature. 

Early detection of fever 
in sows can reduce piglet 
mortality and the con-
sumption of antibiotics.

Does the sow have a high 
temperature and is she on 
her way to getting sick? 

This is important in-
formation – particularly 
when the sow has just 
given birth and the lives 
of the newborn piglets 
depend on her health. 

In practice, this means 
that any health problems 
around the time of far-
rowing could be nipped 
in the bud without un-
necessary disturbance to 
the sow.

The person respons-
ible for the development 

of the method is Dennis 
Dam Sorensen from the 
university’s Department 
of Animal Science. 

The very first thing he 
did in this PhD study was 
map how the technique 
needed to be improved.
Heat radiation

“It’s very important to 
know the heat radiation 
of the skin – or the so-
called emissivity – if the 
infrared measurements 
are to be converted to a 
body temperature,” So-
rensen said.

If the emissivity read-
ing has a margin of er-
ror of just 0.05C, this 
produces an error in the 
body temperature esti-
mate of about 0.5C. 

Sorensen took both in-
frared pictures of sows 
and measured their body 
temperature in the tradi-
tional way with a ther-
mometer. 

By relating the infrared 
pictures to knowledge of 
the actual body temper-
ature at the time they were 
taken, he could work out a 
set of references.

When you measure the 
temperature of a sow re-
motely, you also have to 
take into account air par-
ticles that can disturb the 

measurements. 
The next step for So-

rensen was therefore to 
measure whether ammo-
nia and dust affected the 
measurements. 

It turned out that there 
was an inverse relation-
ship between the amount 
of ammonia and dust in 
the air and the temper-
ature measured.

“This indicates that the 
infrared radiation from 
the sow was absorbed by 
the particles in the air,” 
Sorensen said.

Sorensen also examined 
the influence of the sow’s 
hair and the dampness 
of the skin on measure-
ments. 

The presence of hair 
had no effect, but wet 
skin gave – perhaps not 
surprisingly – lower tem-
perature readings.

“This shows that it is 
important to measure the 
temperature on dry skin 
if you want an accurate 
figure,” Sorensen said.

It is also important to 
measure the temperature 
in the right place on the 
sow. 

The study showed that 
the best place to measure 
was at the root of the ear 
rather than the shoulder 

or the udder.
Timely measurements

A cost-benefit analysis 
showed that the use of 
infrared heat measure-
ments for measuring fe-
vers in sows can lead to 
considerable savings for 
the farmer, particularly 
if the technique is used 
in automatic monitoring 
systems.

The PhD study focused 
on sows around the time 
of farrowing and on the 
clinical health complex 
postpartum dysgalactia 
syndrome in sows that 
encompasses a number of 
problems in sows, such 
as mastitis, metritis and 
agalactia or lack of milk 
production. 

Early detection of the 
problem using tempera-
ture measurements can 
save the lives of piglets 
and reduce the use of 
antibiotics.

“A systematic or auto-
matic monitoring of all 
sows with an infrared 
camera would be very 
useful for detecting the 
sows that may have prob-
lems, and then to follow 
this up with a more ac-
curate measurement with 
a thermometer would be 
ideal,” Sorensen said. 

pest controlpp
odour control
animal health productsp
biosecurity & farm hygiene

Pig  Health

T: 1300 791 009 F: 1300 798 005 
Orders / Customer Service - ccdsales@ccdanimalhealth.com.au

Technical / Sales - David Sherwood 0487 777 089 Fiona Selleck 0428 247 272 

Located in South Burnett region
GROWER PIGGERY FOR SALE

$2 million – WIWO

Call  0400 683 325 or 07 4168 6159

Infrared cameras used to measure sow 
temperature can lower piglet mortaility

Queensland’s first food 
manufacturing-focused event
THE strength of 
Queensland’s food in-
dustry has resulted in 
the announcement of 
a state specific food 
event, Food Technology 
Queensland (Foodtech 
Queensland).

The event is to be 
launched in 2016 by Di-
versified Communica-
tions, the organiser of the 
hugely successful Food-
pro Exhibition, as well 
as other award-winning 
food industry events.

Launching at the Bris-
bane Convention & Exhi-
bition Centre on June 26-
28, Foodtech Queensland 
will focus specifically on 
the state’s strongest food 
manufacturing categor-
ies, and will serve to con-
nect businesses in these 
areas with new technolo-
gy and ideas to help them 
grow their operations. 

The event will co-locate 
with The Australian In-
stitute of Food Science 
and Technology’s 49th 
Annual Convention, 
which attracts up to 400 
food scientists and other 
food professionals. 

Australia’s food and 
drink processing industry 
makes up over one third 
of the country’s manu-
facturing sector, and is 
the largest manufacturing 
employer, employing over 
300,000 people. 

Over the last decade, the 
Queensland economy has 
outperformed that of other 
Australian states and is 
forecasted to grow more 
than 60 percent by 2031.

World-renowned for 
producing high-quality, 
safe, clean and green 

food at competitive pric-
es, Queensland has more 
than 1400 Australian and 
international food pro-
cessing facilities estab-
lished in the state. 

The state grows one-
third of the country’s 
produce, is the nation’s 
primary beef producer, is 
fast becoming a hub for 
beverage production, and 
is a large processor of 
seafood, fruit, vegetables, 
nuts, and value-add prod-
uct manufacturing. 

Foodtech Queensland 
was created to support 
the burgeoning state’s 
strong food manufactur-
ing industry. 

Event director Peter 
Petherick said, “The 
Queensland food sector 
relies heavily on tech-
nology and new techno-
logical developments, and 
staying on top of trends 
and technological ad-
vances is crucial to sus-
taining business and re-
maining competitive here 
and globally. Foodtech 
Queensland will curate 
the latest technology and 
products and bring them 
to Queensland business-
es, in order to support one 
of Australia’s star eco-
nomic performers.” 

Food manufacturers in 
based in northern NSW 
will also be invited to at-
tend the event.

The show has been care-
fully developed to respond 
to the specific needs of 
Queensland’s industry, and 
as a result, tailored educa-
tion sessions will form a 
key part of the 2016 event 
schedule. 

The sessions, which 

will be announced closer 
to the event, will be de-
signed to assist Queens-
land SMEs to grow their 
businesses through ac-
cess to case studies, Aus-
tralian and international 
trends, and information 
to improve their process-
ing techniques. 

The show floor is zoned 
and will cover process-
ing, ingredients, packag-
ing, plant equipment, and 
science and technology 
so visitors can easily find 
the products relevant to 
them. 

Over 3000 visitors 
are expected to attend 
Foodtech Queensland’s 
launch event, and there 
will be over 100 exhibi-
tors showcasing the lat-
est processing machinery, 
ingredients, additives, 
packaging, and a range 
of ancillary products for 
food manufacturers. 

Exhibitors already con-
firmed include Vegmag, 
Thompson Meat Machin-
ery, Multivac, Matthews, 
Naturex Ingredients, CBS 
Food Tech, Wiley & Co 
and Insignia, among oth-
ers. 

Exhibiting at Foodtech 
Queensland presents an 
unrivalled opportunity to 
build relationships with 
thousands of qualified 
buyers, drive business, 
and be inspired about the 
exciting range of factors 
driving the industry for-
ward.

Foodtech Queensland 
is strictly a trade only 
event. Children are not 
permitted.

Sales inquiries: www.
foodtechqld.com.au 
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COAT-O-FOAM Pty 
Ltd

Specialising in Polyurethane Foam Application

Gavin Forsyth
Sales Manager

www.feedworks.com.au

Doug Pearson
Equipment & Milling Technology
Manager

M 0408 735 185
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E doug.pearson@feedworks.com.au
PO Box 369 Romsey
Victoria Australia 3434

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 459 356
Tel: 1800 038 037
Fax: 02 8875 8715
john.glassbrook@boehringer-ingelheim.com

John Glassbrook
Bsc. Agric (An.Sci)
Senior Technical Services and Sales Manager

NEXT GENERATION 
STRUCTURAL INSULATED PANELS

MARTIN VERNON
QUEENSLAND SALES MANAGER

60 Magnesium Drive 

Crestmead QLD 4132

PO Box 322 
Browns Plains BC QLD 4118

Freecall 1800 077 044 

F +61 (0)7 3803 9309

M 0437 237 366 
E mjv@miihome.com
www.miihome.com/solaris

MARTIN VERNON
QUEENSLAND SALES MANAGER

60 Magnesium Drive
Crestmead QLD 4132
PO Box 322
Browns Plains BC QLD 4118

Freecall 1800 077 044
F +61 (0) 7 3803 9309
M 0437 237 366
E mjv@miihome.com

BY MiiHOME

Meg Donahoo
B.An.Vet.Bio.Sc(Hons), M.Sc.Vet.Sc

Technical Services and Sales Representative

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited

Animal Health Division

78 Waterloo Road

North Ryde NSW 2113

Mobile: 0411 330 493 

Tel: 1800 038 037

Fax: 02 8875 8715
meg.donahoo@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Sam Custodio
Technical Services and Sales Representative

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited

Animal Health Division

78 Waterloo Road

North Ryde NSW 2113

Mobile: 0409 493 368 

Tel: 1800 038 037

Fax: 02 8875 8715
samuel.custodio@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0428 270 494
Tel: 1800 038 037
Fax: 02 8875 8715
phillip.marr@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Phillip Marr
Senior Technical Services and Sales Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 554 328
Tel: 1800 038 037
Fax: 02 8875 8715
susan.schryver@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Susan Schryver
National Sales Manager - FPA

www.feedworks.com.au

Stuart Wilkinson
Technical Services Manager
Monogastrics

M 0414 487 882
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au
13 High Street, Lancefield
Victoria 3435 Australia  

www.feedworks.com.au

David Cadogan
B.Ag.Sci, MRurSc, PhD.
Technical Services Manager
Monogastrics

M 0409 049 793
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au
13 High Street, Lancefield
Victoria 3435 Australia  

A.P.S. AUSSIE PORK
SUPPLIERS PTY LTD

James Bredhauer
8 King St
PO Box 1187
Kingaroy Qld 4610

Ph: 07 4162 2233
Fax: 07 4162 4804

Mob: 0427 549 373
Email: jamesb@aussieporksuppliers.com.au

Colin Bennett
 M: 0408 230 351
 E: colin.bennett@zamira.com.sg
 W: http://zamira.com.sg
Exclusive Agents and Distributors for:

Mectt Equip
Vera Zhao

E: mectt.australia@gmail.com
M: 0430 190 388

Piggery equipment from manufacturers
Feeders 100/50kg, stainless steel frames, plastic hopper
with easy open lid.
Pen Divisions, customised sizes, hot dipped galvanised steel.
Stainless steel nursery and sow feeders and more.sery and

PO Box 2028, Castle Hill, 2154 NSW Australia

Manufacturer 

of high-pressure 

misting systems 

for aerial 

disinfection and 

shed cooling

17-19 Muntz Street,

Wangaratta VIC 3677

P: 1300 306 478

E: info@ozmist.com.au

www.ozmist.comau

THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 

Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my CardHere’s my Card

WENDY LAYCOCK
Operations Manager
Sales Protein Division

Level 1
49 - 51 Stead Street

South Melbourne, VIC
3205 Australia

Phone: 03 9695 4116
Fax: 03 9699 5283

Mobile: 0417 272 885
wlaycock@craigmostyn.com.au

www.cmaqua.com.au   www.craigmostyn.com.au

Warren Kehl
Trader

Protein Division

Level 1
49 - 51 Stead Street

South Melbourne, VIC
3205 Australia

Phone: +61 3 9695 4116
Fax: +61 3 9699 5283

Mobile: +61 477 555 008
wkehl@craigmostyn.com.au

 www.craigmostyn.com.au

SLURRY PUMPING AND COMPOST SPREADING

0437 885 309
E: growuporganics@bigpond.com
www.growuporganics.com.au

PO Box 550
Mount Gambier
South Australia 5290

Telephone: (08) 8725 0411
Facsimile: (08) 8725 8784

Mobile: 0409 091 678
Email: myora@myora.com.au

MANAGING DIRECTOR
JEFF BRAUN

ABN 78 008 025 563

“Breeders of quality stock”

MYORA FARM

ARROW COMMODITIES PTY LTD

David Satchell
managing director

Level 4, 79 Commonwealth St
Surrey Hills NSW 2010 Australia
PO Box 956 Darlinghurst NSW 1300
Tel: +612 9310 2333
Fax: +612 9310 2399
Mobile: +61 409 848 828
E-mail: satchell@arrowcom.com.au
Website: www.arrowcom.com.au

EASTERN
genetic resources

Brenden McClelland
Phone: 07 4663 1279

Fax: 07 4663 1395
AI Centre: 07 4663 1071

Mobile: 0409 064 806
email: belmont.360@bigpond.com

website: www.easterngenetics.com.au

"Belmont"
MS 360
Bell Qld

Australia 4408
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I N S P I R E D M O L E C U L A R S O L U T I O N S

Rick Carter, PhD
Technical Services Manager – Pacific

mob: 0412 888 485
mrick.carter@kemin.com

S™

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071, 
Sydney, Australia & New Zealand

Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544 

ALLTECH AUSTRALIA
8 Roseworthy Rd
Roseworthy, SA 5371
Tel: 08 7123 2623 
alltechaustralia@alltech.com 
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PIC Australia
PO Box 39
Grong Grong 
NSW 2652

PIC Australia

Tel: +61 2 6956 2105
Fax: +61 2 6956 2203
Email: info@picaustralia.com.au

N E V E R  S T O P  I M P R O V I N G

World Leaders in Pig Genetics

 
To contact your local 

PIC Sales Representative visit  
www.picaustralia.com.au/contact

Matt Henry
Country Manager (AgriFood Australia)

mob: 0439 136 602
matthew.henry@kemin.commatthew.henry@kemin.com

I N S P I R E D M O L E C U L A R S O L U T I O N SS
™

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071, 
Sydney, Australia & New Zealand

Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544 

David Sherwood 
B.AppSc.(Agriculture)
Sales Manager

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340

MOBILE:  0487 777 089
ORDERS
TEL: 1300 791 009 
FAX:1300 798 005
david@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au

ABN: 92 115 191 056

Laboratory ServicesACE
12 Gildea Lane Bendigo East, Vic 3550

AQIS QC2 Containment Facility APVMA Licensed Manufacturer

Email: info@acelabservices.com.au
PO Box 6101 White Hills, Vic 3550

PH  : (03) 5443 9665
FAX: (03) 5443 9669

Sales Manager
ADM Animal Nutrition

John McLeish

ADM Australia Pty Ltd

Suite 1003 Level 10, 1 Newland Street
Bondi Junction 2022
Sydney Australia
John.McLeish@adm.com
www.adm.com/australia

A MEMBER OF ARCHER DANIELS MIDLAND COMPANY

T (02) 9387 2255
F (02) 9369 1170
M 0419 740 814

Account Manager
ADM Animal Nutrition

Fabian Barcelo B.AnVetBSci (Hons)

ADM Australia Pty Ltd
Suite 1003 Level 10, 1 Newland StreetBondi Junction 2022
Sydney Australia
fabian.barcelo@adm.com
www.adm.com/australia

A MEMBER OF ARCHER DANIELS MIDLAND COMPANY

T (02) 9387 2255
F (02) 9369 1170
M 0409 758 106

Neil GANNON - 0458 634 554

Greg STUART - 0499 287 710

Bernard CHUAH - 0414 610 889

Mark OLLEY - 0437 076 615

BIOMIN Australia Pty Ltd
PO Box 2344, Carlingford NSW 2118
Tel: 02 9872 6324, Fax: 02 9872 5139

email: office.australia@biomin.net

www.biomin.net

Fiona Selleck 
Business Manager - Pig and Dairy

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340

MOBILE:  0428 247 272

ORDERS

TEL: 1300 791 009 
FAX:1300 798 005

www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au

Christian Pyke
Managing Director

M: 0428 233 200
E: info@cpyke.com.au 
PO Box 3350
Port Lincoln South Australia 5606

www.cpyke.com.au

Australian Agent / Distributor for:

Supplier of 
 high performance 

ingredients for
aquatic and 

animal nutrition

Shane Nicholson (Qld)   

 Lienert Australia Head Office: 8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy 5371, SA, Australia
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Linda Scotts (NSW)            

Tel:  0427  200  262
Shane.Nicholson@lienerts.com.au

Tel:  0428   972   599
Linda.Scotts@lienerts.com.au

Matt Lahm (Vic)                     
Tel: 0437  056  369
Matt.Lahm@lienerts.com.au

Vin Modra (SA)                        
Tel:  0407  723  679
Vin.Modra@lienerts.com.au

Regional Sales Representatives

1800  649  231
(For sales orders)

Michael Pritchard MTB
Biosecurity Manager
michael.pritchard@lienerts.com.au

Lienert Australia Head Office
8 Roseworthy Rd,Roseworthy 5371 
SA, Australia
T    02 6851 6200
M 0407 764 850
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F  02 9144 4574

2/67 Colebard St West, Acacia Ridge Queensland 4100

Freecall: 1800 500 223
Phone: 07 3274 6372  Mobile: 0412 934 892  Fax: 07 3274 2372

Email: luigi@farmmark.com.au  Skype: Lugga8

Supplying the  
Piggery Industry  
with tarpaulin  

overs  
 

overs

Phone: 1300 059 003    
Fax: 1300 858 626  
Email: info@polytex.net.au    
www.polytex.net.au

www.reevegroup.com.au
(03) 9699 7355

DAIRIES - PIGGERIES - ABATTOIRS
Proudly designed & manufactured in Australia

NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATER
Can run dry indefinitely without damage

HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators

UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

www.chrisrichards.com.au • 1800 426 142 • F: 03 5443 3829

Swine Veterinary Consultants

• Health, Production and QA Services

• Disease Eradication and   
 Repopulations

• Servicing all areas of Australia 

CHRIS RICHARDS & ASSOCIATES
Amanda Vardanega 
National Key Account Manager 
Swine

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road 
Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113
North Ryde Post Business Centre, 
Locked Bag 2234
North Ryde, NSW, 1670
Australia
T 1800 033 461
M 0427 011 579
F 1800 817 414
amanda.vardanega@merck.com

The Science of Healthier Animals

■■ Here’s my Card  Here’s my Card ■■ Here’s my Card  Here’s my Card ■■ Here’s my Card Here’s my Card

HOLYOAKE
Veterinary Consulting

Dr. Trish Holyoake
BVSc (Hons.) PhD CMAVA ANZCVS

196 Mannes Lane 
Strathfieldsaye VIC 3551
F: 03 5439 3474
E: trishpigvet@icloud.com

0427 302 754

Peter Nicholson 
Business Manager

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340

MOBILE:  0447 444 674

ORDERS

TEL: 1300 791 009 
FAX:1300 798 005
peter@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
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THE gastrointestinal 
tract has been shown to 
have an important role in 
the health and immunity 
of animals. 

The species of micro-
organisms in the intestinal 
tract and their ratio play a 
crucial part in this role. 

Establishment of gut 
microflora happens dur-
ing the early stages of life 
and several studies have 
confirmed the influence 
of dietary composition on 
the microbial ecosystem.

Early weaning is prac-
tised in pigs and it nor-
mally occurs at three to 
four weeks of age. 

During this process 
there is a sudden dietary 
change due to the transi-
tion from readily digest-
ible sow milk to an un-

familiar starter diet with 
high protein content and 
high acid-binding capac-
ity. 

This condition is further 
complicated by the inabil-
ity of piglets to secrete 
sufficient quantities of 
hydrochloric acid in their 
immature gastrointestinal 
tracts, leading to digestive 
disturbance and invasion 
of acid-intolerant bacte-
ria, including E. coli and 
salmonella.

The acquired immunity 
is also underdeveloped at 
the age of three to four 
weeks because of ending 
lactation immunity. 

This immunological 
challenge together with 
microbial infection results 
in depressed feed intake, 
poor growth and post-

weaning diarrhoea, which 
may lead to economic loss 
for pig producers.

Antibiotics have been 
used extensively to assist 
piglets during this transi-
tion period. 

However, due to the in-
creasingly serious threat 
to global public health 
posed by antibiotic resist-
ance and the risk of trans-
fer of resistant bacteria 
from animals to humans, 
it is important to limit 
the use of antibiotics in 
animal production.

Alternatives are contin-
ually being sought for the 
replacement or reduction 
in the use of antimicrobi-
als in the diets of produc-
tion animals. 

Medium-chain fatty ac-
ids are one such alterna-

tive and they have shown 
positive effects on intes-
tinal morphology and gut 
microflora. 

MCFAs are saturated 
fatty acids with a total 
chain length of six to 12 
carbon atoms (caproic, 
caprylic, capric and lauric 
acid). 

One such product that is 
available locally is Aro-
mabiotic Pig. 

Aromabiotic Pig is a 
pure, stable and defined 
mixture of activated MC-
FAs that has been de-
signed for use in pigs.

It can be used through-
out the different stages 
of production but plays a 
key role in supporting the 
establishment of healthy 
gut microflora in young 
piglets.

In a recent trial per-
formed in Australia, it 
was shown that pigs re-
ceiving Aromabiotic Pig 
in the presence of medi-
cation grew significantly 
faster (P<0.05) than other 
treatments across the 
whole experimental pe-
riod, which resulted in 
significantly heavier pigs 
at the end of the four-week 
experimental period. 

The inclusion of Aro-
mabiotic Pig in pig diets 
significantly improved 
feed conversion across 
the whole experimental 
period and also signifi-
cantly reduced mortality 
compared to the control.

These results clearly indi-
cate that Aromabiotic Pig 
has a significant impact on 
the performance of wean-

er pigs and consideration 
should be given to include 
in diets offered immedi-
ately post-weaning. 

For more information 
about Aromabiotic Pig or 
the local trial, please con-

tact BEC Feed Solutions 
Animal Health, Innova-
tion and Research man-
ager Dr David Isaac on 
0400 603 483 or email 
him at d.isaac@becfeed 
solutions.com.au 
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AUSTRALIAN farmers 
will now benefit from 
the significant opportu-
nities created by the Chi-
na-Australia free trade 
agreement, with the 
landmark trade agree-
ment entering into force 
on December 20, 2015. 

Agriculture and Water 
Resources Minister Barn-
aby Joyce said the entry 
into force before the end 
of 2015 meant ChAFTA 
would deliver two tariff 
cuts in a row on agri-
cultural exports to China, 
with the first round of tar-
iff cuts made on Decem-
ber 20 and a second cut 
made on January 1, 2016.

“ChAFTA will deliver 
unprecedented opportuni-
ties to build our trading 
relationship with China,” 
he said.

“China has become the 
world’s second-largest im-
porter of agriculture, food 
and fishery products, worth 
almost $US120 billion in 
2014, and has also become 
Australia’s biggest market 
for agricultural products 
– we exported about $9.7 
billion in 2014-15, at tar-
iffs up to 30 percent, and 
ChAFTA will enable pro-
ducers to build on this.

“ChAFTA will also 
close the gap between 
Australia and those coun-
tries that already have 
FTAs with China, such as 
New Zealand and Chile, 
and provides a signifi-
cant advantage over other 
major competitors in the 
market that do not have 
FTAs with China.

“Tariffs on key grain 
exports of 3 percent on 
barley and 2 percent on 
sorghum have now been 
eliminated.”

Barley exports were val-
ued at over $1.1 billion 
in 2014-15, while exports 
of sorghum were worth 
about $370 million in 
2014-15. 

“Tariffs on animal feed, 
oats and frozen prawns 
were also completely 
eliminated on December 
20,” Minister Joyce said.

“Tariffs on most sea-
food, wine, horticul-
ture and livestock will 
be eliminated over four 
years.”

Minister Joyce said the 
previous 24 percent tar-
iff on macadamia exports, 
worth $35.8 million in 
2014-15, was reduced to 
19.2 percent on Decem-
ber 20 and further cut to 
14.4 percent on January 
1, 2016. 

“The 10 percent tar-
iff on live cattle exports 
was cut to 8 percent on 
December 20 and further 
cut to 6 percent on Janu-
ary 1, 2016, helping ex-
porters taking advantage 
of the recently negoti-
ated feeder/slaughter cat-
tle protocol with China,” 
he said.

“High tariffs on key 
growth commodities such 
as beef, sheep meat, hides, 
skins and dairy will be 
eliminated over seven 
to 11 years, providing 
a strong base to further 
grow what are already 
substantial trades. 

“China is already Aus-
tralia’s second-largest 
market for dairy exports, 
worth $331 million in 
2014-15, and the removal 
of tariffs of 10-20 percent 
under ChAFTA will only 
further expand industry 
opportunities in this rap-
idly expanding market.

“For example, the 12-
15 percent tariff on Aus-
tralia’s cheese exports to 
China was reduced to 10.8 
percent on December 20 
and further cut to 9.6 per-
cent on January 1, 2016.”

Australia’s cheese ex-
ports to China were worth 
$72.3 million in 2014-15, 
with tremendous potential 
to grow.

“I recently visited China 
with an industry delega-
tion for the second time 
in two years to further 
exchange views with my 
counterpart ministers and 
promote the opportunities 
for Australian agriculture 
under ChAFTA,” Minis-
ter Joyce said.

“The Government is 
constantly working to 
improve and expand 
technical market access 
to China for Australian 
agricultural products in 
order to fully realise the 
benefits of ChAFTA. 

“The recently concluded 
protocol on live feeder 
and slaughter cattle, and 
the updated wheat and 
barley protocol are sig-
nificant examples of the 
Government’s focus on 
these issues.”

Minister Joyce said the 
Australian Government 
continued to pursue the 
best market access oppor-
tunities to the benefit of 
Australian producers. 

“After finalising FTAs 
with three of our biggest 
trading partners as well 
as with other Asia-Pacific 
nations, we’re now work-
ing hard on reaching an 
agreement with India, 
where demand for agri-
food products continues 
to grow,” he said. 

“Our work on trade is 
a testament to our com-
mitment to better farm-
gate returns for Australian 
producers – and this is 
a huge step in boosting 
those returns.”

For detailed information 
on ChAFTA, visit dfat.
gov.au/chafta

For information about 
the Department of Ag-
riculture and Water Re-
sources’ work on techni-
cal market access, visit: 
http://www.agriculture.
gov.au/market-access-
trade/agricultural-trade-
news/achievements 
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LALLEMAND Animal Nu-
trition has announced Melo-
feed Drink is now available 
to livestock producers. 

Melofeed is an innovative 
and unique antioxidant solu-
tion based on concentrated 
melon juice and pulp naturally 
rich in primary antioxidant en-
zymes, superoxyde dismutase 
and catalases. 

Melofeed Drink is the water-
dispersible form of this anti-
oxidant solution for use in the 
drinking water of all animal 
species.

Developed by Lallemand 
and Bionov and tested in farm 
trials with poultry, piglets and 

rabbits, Melofeed Drink is sta-
ble in water for 24 hours and 
ensures homogenous concen-
tration of SOD. 

This new solution facilitates 
a flexible application of the 
antioxidant source, allowing 
rapid intervention at times of 
high oxidative challenges such 
as heat stress, vaccination, 
pathogen challenges and more. 

Melofeed Drink can be in-
corporated directly into water 
lines on farms at the precise 
dosage and time of interven-
tion for all animal species.

Visit lallemandanimalnutri 
tion.com for more informa-
tion. 

Lallemand Animal Nutrition introduces Melofeed Drink China-Australia Free Trade 
Agreement now in force
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Australasian Pig Science Association Conference – Highlights

IF Australian pork pro-
ducers are looking at 
ways to protect their 
profits from diseases, 
pests and weeds, their 
next step should be to 
visit farmbiosecurity.
com.au to view the lat-
est videos that cover 
the important aspects 
of biosecurity training, 
planning and record-
ing and managing feral 
animals and weeds. 

Videos are one of 
the tools provided by 
the Farm Biosecurity 
Program, a joint Plant 
Health Australia and 
Animal Health Austral-
ia project, to generate 
awareness about good 
on-farm biosecurity 
practices.   

The latest vide-
os - Train, Plan, Record 
and Feral Animals and 
Weeds - focus on the im-
portance of biosecurity 
training for staff and 
family members, creat-
ing a customised bio-
security plan, the criti-
cal role of record keep-
ing and managing feral 
animals and weeds. 

All these actions are 
simple, yet vital, steps 
to minimise the bio-
security risks to your 
farm. 

Duncan Rowland, An-
imal Health Australia’s 
executive manager Bio-
security Services, said 
the videos include prac-

tical advice, tips and 
interviews with real-life 
farmers, demonstrating 
the biosecurity meas-
ures they implement on 
their properties.  

“Many producers are 
concerned about crop 
and livestock destruc-
tion caused by feral and 
wild animals, but many 
do not realise the bio-
security risks they bring 
as carriers of diseases, 
pests and weed seeds. 

“These videos show 
the mitigation measures 
to address those risks 
when managing these 
unwanted intruders,” Mr 
Rowland said. 

Alison Saunders, Plant 
Health Australia’s na-
tional manager for Hor-
ticulture, said that many 
producers spend a lot 
of time and money con-
trolling weeds on their 
properties.   

“It’s important to not 
just control weeds in a 
paddock, but also the 
areas surrounding crops 
and along fence lines and 
property boundaries. 

“This is because 
weeds and volunteer 
plants next to a crop can 
act as a haven for pests 
and diseases between 
seasons and a source 
of infection for the next 
season’s crop. 

“To be effective, bio-
security should be part 
of day-to-day activities. 

“The growing suite of 
Farm Biosecurity videos 
has something for any-
one looking to improve 
aspects of biosecurity 
on their farms. 

“That’s what the Farm 
Biosecurity Program 
is all about: providing 
up-to-date, relevant in-
formation for all Aus-
tralian producers,” Ms 

Saunders said.   
Earlier videos in the 

series covered the bio-
security risks associ-
ated with people, vehi-
cles and equipment and 
moving anything onto or 
off your property. 

To view all the vid-
eos in the series go to 
farmbiosecurity.com.au/
videos  

New videos from farmbiosecurity.com.au encour-
age producers to train their staff, family and friends 
working on the property in good biosecurity prac-
tices.  Photo: Adrianne Yzerman

Secure your farm and future 
with new biosecurity videos

DSM conference dinner
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FRESHLY 
MIXED
PREMIUM 
PROTECTION

New Zealand: Boehringer Ingelheim (NZ) Limited, Animal Health Division, Level 1, Unit 9, 42 Ormiston Road, East Tamaki, Manukau 2016. Toll free: 0800 802 461. Restricted Veterinary Medicine. Access is only 
through a veterinary authorisation. Australia: Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited ABN 52 000 452 308. Animal Health Division, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. Toll free: 1800 038 037. Ingelvac MycoFLEX®, 
Ingelvac CircoFLEX® and FLEXcombo® are trademarks of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH, 55216 Ingelheim/Rhein.  BIV8492

Ingelvac MycoFLEX®, Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae protection with  
extra capacity for mixing with Ingelvac CircoFLEX® to give you:

http://www.boehringer-ingelheim.com.au/
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