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’Orsogna Board members Glorglo Di Giulio and Eugene D’Orsogna with
MLA for Bicton Lisa O'Malley and WA Agriculture and Food Minister Jackie
Jarvis at D'Orsogna’s Palmyra WA headquarters after the announcement by
Minister Jarvis of the $1 million value added investment grant.

D’'Orsogna Limited adds value with
Western Australian Government

LEADING Aus-
tralian smallgoods
producer D’Orsogna
Limited, which re-
cently celebrated 75
years as an innovative
family-owned WA
business supplying
quality food nation-
wide, has welcomed
a $1 million Western
Australian Govern-
ment value added in-
vestment grant to help
expand and upgrade
salami and fresh meat
production facilities
at its Palmyra WA
headquarters.

D’Orsogna managing
director Jason Craig
said the grant, an-
nounced at Palmyra by
WA Agriculture and
Food Minister Jackie
Jarvis, will be co-in-
vested in establishing
automated manufac-
turing technologies
to increase capacity

and efficiencies in the
production of cooked
sausages, including
cabanossi, tasty sticks
and fermented salami

products.
In addition, the
boning room will

be upgraded with
layout changes to in-
crease meat volume
throughput and a
packing area trans-
formed with new
equipment for more ef-
ficient transfer of fresh
meat into retail-ready
packaging.

At least 10 full-time
equivalent roles will
be created in the pro-
cess, adding to Palmy-
ra’s existing workforce
of 500 and comple-
menting D’Orsogna’s
Merrifield Victoria
production plant,
which employs a fur-
ther 300.

Mr Craig said the in-

vestment in Western
Australia would ben-
efit the state’s pork
industry through
increased  demand
and provide ongoing
skilled employment
opportunities within
the meat industry.
D’Orsogna  Board
member Eugene
D’Orsogna said the
third generation WA
family business had
always prioritised in-
novation and invest-
ment to lift produc-
tivity where opportu-
nities for product im-
provement and market
penetration had been
identified.
He acknowledged
the shared vision of
the company’s family,
all of whom have a
steadfast commitment
to a food business fo-
cussed on producing
@ continued P2

A year of growth, innovation and
resilience for Australian pork

AS we reflect on the
past year, the Aus-
tralian pork industry
has  demonstrated
adaptability and good
progression.

Despite challenges,
our sector continues to
evolve, driven by inno-
vation and data-backed
insights, supported by
our commitment to
progress our key objec-
tives for our producers.

This year, we wel-
comed Rob Farmer
as chief marketing of-
ficer to Australian Pork
Limited.

Rob has a wealth of
experience from across
the marketing and
communication chan-
nels, bringing strong
leadership and a future
focus into APL’s mar-
keting division.

Our brand marketing
team delivered in
2024, achieving strong
milestones that have
continued to solidify
pork’s market position.

The team drove ‘Get
some pork on your
fork’ spontaneous
awareness, doubling
the competitor bench-
mark, averaging an im-
pressive 21.5 percent.

A collaborative mar-
keting and communi-
cations launch of the
new brand campaign
not only elevated pork
protein consideration
from 59 to 61 percent,
but the team also hit its
target objectives well
ahead of schedule.

They elevated con-
sumer perceptions of
pork — increasing views
of pork as an ‘everyday
meal’ protein by a
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significant three per-
centage points, from 34
to 37 percent, further
exceeding set targets.

In terms of pork
sales, butchers across
the country experi-
enced an impressive
18 percent growth in
volume compared to
December 2023.

Insights showed cus-
tomers were buying
more pork and visiting
butchers more fre-
quently.

According to the
latest Circana shop-
ping data, pork mince,
steaks and chops are
leading this growth,
with consumers in-
creasingly turning to
these cuts at their local
butchers.

Last year, we set new
milestones, including
exposing our future
leaders to overseas
developmental oppor-
tunities, with a return
to international trips
for the pork leadership
course cohort.

The cohort gained
insights into overseas
production methods,
acquired key learnings
into cross-commodity
production and in-
novations, as well as

attended the world’s
largest pork expo in
Iowa.

APL supported the
successful  delivery
of ProHand train-the-
trainer ~ workshops
across Australia.

The workshops aimed
to ensure our industry’s
pig-handling  stock-
people remained highly
skilled, knowledgeable
and were up to date
with best practice han-
dling techniques.

APL established a
substantial first-time
presence at the 2024
Adelaide and Perth
royal shows, while si-
multaneously ramping
up our involvement
at the Sydney Royal
Easter Show.

These strategic en-
gagements  remain
crucial in building our
social license and sup-
port the wider commu-
nity’s understanding of
our industry.

More than 900,000
people were estimated
to have moved through
the pig display, pro-
viding an opportunity
for the public to en-
gage with our people
and our pigs.

On the production

front, based on APL
data, progeny slaugh-
ters for 2024 sat at

about 5.56 million — a
slight 1.5 percent re-
duction from 5.65 mil-
lion progeny slaughters
in 2023.

However, APL’s
most recent produc-
tion survey reported
increased slaughters
were forecast for the
first few months of
2025.

Australian pork ex-
ports showed growth.

The moving annual
total rose significantly
by 12.1 percent to
57,065,000kg swine
weight in  October
2024, compared to Oc-
tober 2023.

Export value also
grew slightly, up 2.4
percent to $21.6 mil-
lion, indicating a
strong  year-on-year
performance for pork
exports.

For imports, the
moving annual total
rose by 9.5 percent
to 169,881,000kg
swine weight in Oc-
tober 2024, compared
to 2023, with import
value growing by 8.3
percent to $79.2 mil-
lion, indicating a year-
on-year increase for
pork imports.

The team continues
to collaborate with ju-
risdictions to undertake
activities that demon-
strate the pork indus-
try’s biosecurity leader-
ship and integrity.

During 2024, two
significant biosecurity
training exercises were
held.
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JAN 24-25 — lowa Pork Congress — Des
Moines, lowa, USA. https://www.iowapork.
org/about-ippa/iowa-pork-congress

JAN 28-30 - International Production and
Processing Expo 2025 - Georgia, USA.
https://www.ippexpo.org/

FEB 11-12 — Minnesota Pork Congress —
Manyato, USA. https://www.mnporkcongress.
com

MAR 12-14 - VIV Asia — Bangkok, Thailand.
https://www.vivasia.nl/

MAR 24-26 — 2025 National Feral Pi
Conference — Gold Coast, QLD. https:/
feralpigs.com.au/

MAR 25-26 — London Swine Conference
- London,  Ontario.  hitps:/www.
londonswineconference.ca/

JUN 4-5 — World Pork Expo — Des Moines,
lowa, USA. https://www.worldpork.org/

AUG 15-16 - Kingaroy BaconFest - Kingaroy,
Australi/a. https://www.kingaroybaconfest.
com.au

NOV 17-19 —APSA Conference — Melbourne,
Australia. https://www.apsa.asn.au/

How to supply event details:

Send all details to Australian Pork
Newspaper, PO Box 162, Wynnum,
QId 4178, call 07 3286 1833 or email
design@collins.media

073286 1833

A year of growth, innovation and resilience for Australian pork
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This was an opportu-
nity for APL, producers
and the broader pork in-
dustry to reaffirm, with
government and broader
stakeholders, our com-
mitment to transpar-
ency, biosecurity and
high-quality production
standards.

May’s ‘Exercise Ham
Strung’ was a collabora-
tive industry and gov-
ernment exercise using
an African swine fever
outbreak scenario.

Sixty  participants
workshopped the im-
pact of response move-
ment controls along the

domestic pig supply
chain.
This included how

live pig, meat, porcine
semen and feed move-
ments would be affected
and how to mitigate the
impacts.

Disposal of animals
destroyed during an
outbreak were also dis-
cussed.

The workshop in-
cluded presentations,
small group discussions
and large group plenary
sessions.

Among the exercise
outcomes was the clear
identification of the cru-
cial role APIQ Option
C — Voluntary Enhanced
Biosecurity Standards
for African swine fever
— has in supporting
movements during an
outbreak.

In October, Agricul-
ture Victoria and An-
imal Health Australia
ran the Liaison-Live-
stock Industry training
program ‘Exercise Au-
diatur’, which pork in-
dustry representatives
and APL attended.

Australian Pork Lim-

ebrate the announcement with Lisa O’Malley and
Jackie Jarvis.

D'Orsogna adds value
with WA Government

@ from P1

quality meat prod-
ucts, many of which
still honour and reflect
the Italian heritage of
D’Orsogna’s founding
fathers.

“The Palmyra plant
has been D’Orsogna
headquarters  since
1973, and the family
continues its 75-year
investment in WA
with the assistance of
this value added in-
vestment grant,” Mr
D’Orsogna said.

“We thank the WA

Government and
DPIRD for their con-
tinued support of food
manufacturing.”

In closing, Mr Craig
said product devel-
opment was core to
D’Orsogna’s  busi-
ness, and its dedicated
product development
team constantly re-
viewed product offer-
ings to develop new
lines to fit market
niches and meet
emerging consumer
eating and buying pat-
terns. 5

ited simultaneously ran
an in-office exercise
where team members re-
sponded to data and in-
formation requests from
those ‘on the ground’ at
the exercise.

APL was able to high-
light the traceability
capability held by the
industry through the
PigPass system.

While there is always
more work to be done,
as an industry we have
a strong starting point
from which to respond
to an emergency animal
disease outbreak.

Another exciting de-
velopment for 2024 was
the development of the
new research and in-
novation model for the

pork industry.
Underpinned by a
comprehensive  Green

Paper, the model aims
to streamline and reduce

duplication in research
activity and investment
for industry.

Last year, we wel-
comed the appointment
of Dr John Pluske as
chief scientist for the
pork industry and Dr
Rebecca Morrison at
APL as general man-
ager research, innova-
tion and extension —
both John and Rebecca
will be instrumental in
driving change and im-
plementing the new re-
search model.

Recognising the need
to stay ahead of the
curve, the APIQ panel
commenced a major re-
view of APIQ, with the
consultation period due
to continue into 2025.

This comprehensive
evaluation aims to en-
sure our independent
quality assurance pro-
gram remains relevant,

robust and fit for pur-
pose in an increasingly
complex and evolving
production landscape.

The challenges of
2024 — from production
through to retail and
regulatory complexities
—have only strengthened
our strategic approach as
a sector.

Our collective voice
and demonstrated com-
mitment to upholding
best practice pig care
were proved throughout
the Victorian Parlia-
mentary inquiry into pig
welfare.

The Australian pork
industry is not only a
commodity, it is a com-
munity of dedicated pro-
ducers and supply chain
professionals, united
by a shared vision of
quality, sustainability
and innovation.

Bring on 2025! &=

OVER the past 12
months, as part of
the Australian Pork
Limited and Aus-
tralasian Pork Re-
search Institute
Limited partnership
and commitment to
research and inno-
vation, an inaugural
Green Paper was de-
veloped to identify
key industry chal-
lenges, opportuni-
ties and targets for
the Australian pork
industry across the
entire value chain.

To continue the mo-
mentum from our re-
cent industry Green
Paper workshop and
to guide our research
program for 2025 on-
wards, APL is now
seeking expressions
of interest.

APL are calling for
expressions of in-
terest for research,
innovation or demon-
stration projects that
will help achieve the
following industry
deliverables:

e Innovations to im-

prove farm and pro-
cessing profitability
and reduce cost of
production

* Address en-
demic diseases and
emerging threats

e Demonstrate good
anti-microbial stew-

ardship
e Develop and dem-
onstrate  commer-

cially viable, inno-
vative housing, hus-
bandry and supply
chain systems with a
focus on animal wel-
fare, biosecurity and
environmental man-
agement

e Identify and de-
velop opportunities
to enhance the eating
experience of pork

* Demonstrate and/
or apply artificial in-
telligence and related
technologies

* Develop tools and
methodologies  to
demonstrate/under-
stand industry cre-
dentials on environ-
mental management
and biodiversity.

How to make an

EOI submission:

* Complete the one-
page EOI template by
scanning the QR code
below or visiting aus
tralianpork.com.au/
call-research-and-
innovation-expres
sions-interest

*Email the com-
pleted template to
ResearchEOI@aus
tralianpork.com.au

The closing date for
the EOI is January
24, 2025.

Successful appli-
cants will be noti-
fied by mid-February
2025, with full re-
search proposals to
be submitted by the
end of March 2025.
&

Rebecca Morrison
APL GM RI&E

Scan for EOI tem-
plate.

e Animal Shelters

e Feeders
e Silos

e Farm Buildings
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Rivalea Australlas Jessma Craig, APRILs Charles leard Bell, SunPork Group
CEO Robert van Barneveld and APRILs Sophie Ward.

APRIL unveils new participant
model at annual stakeholder day

THE 2024 Australa-
sian Pork Research In-
stitute Limited Stake-
holders Forum was an
opportunity to present
the recent restruc-
turing of APRIL, as
well as showcase the
new participant model
to over 60 attendees.

APRIL’s recently ap-
pointed executive of-
ficer, Dr Charles Ri-
kard-Bell gave an over-
view of the rights and
benefits characteristic
of the new participant
model, particularly the
funding opportunities to
organisations based on
a tiered system — gold,
silver or bronze partici-
pant.

The restructuring of
positions within APRIL
follows the decision by
industry to appoint Dr
John Pluske as the chief
scientist for the Aus-
tralian pork industry.

Overseeing projects
funded by both Aus-
tralian Pork Limited
and APRIL, John de-
tailed the research goals
of the industry and that
the research and devel-
opment structure will
now provide a more ef-
ficient and coordinated
research program across
the two main funding
bodies.

The day also provided
an opportunity to dis-
cuss the latest outcomes
in current and new
APRIL funded projects.

Rivalea Australia re-

search and innovation
manager Dr Jessica
Craig gave an update on
the effectiveness of dif-
ferent heating sources in
the farrowing house.

The recent work
demonstrated the po-
sitioning of heat mats
under the creep area is
a more effective and
energy efficient method
for improving early
piglet survival over con-
ventional heat lamps.

Another area of re-
productive science was
presented by University
of Adelaide Associate
Professor Mark Nottle.

Investigating ways to
improve the fertility of
extended boar semen,
Mark’s group observed
higher rates of sperm
motility and embry-
onic successes when
extender solution con-
tained either proges-
terone or colony-stimu-
lating factor 2.

This ongoing research
will help improve re-
productive  successes
and ensure producers
are meeting breeding
targets in their herd.

An important focus
for APRIL is its man-
agement of commercial
technologies, particu-
larly AusScan Online
which, stakeholders
were informed, con-
tinues a high adoption
rate as it approaches its
tenth year in the global
market.

APRIL’s commerciali-
sation activities and fu-

ture pipeline projects,
including the value and
importance of AusScan
Online, were described.

This was followed by
Dr Jeremy Cottrell from
the University of Mel-
bourne, who provided
updates on a project
aimed at strengthening
the AusScan Online pig
ileal and faecal digest-
ible energy calibrations
with the addition of 16
maize samples to the
dataset.

This ongoing work
will help to ensure Aus-
Scan Online provides
accurate predictions of
cereal energy in grain
for optimising feed
costs and target growth
rates.

APRIL is dedicated
to continued industry
improvement, which is
reflected in the com-
pany’s investment in the
education and training
component.

Previous awardee of
the APRIL DVM schol-
arship, Dr Ryan Kristen
reflected on his expe-
riences receiving this
award with the Univer-
sity of Sydney and how
his passion for science
translated into his cur-
rent role as a pig vet-
erinarian for Dr Barry
Lloyd.

Another previous
award participant, Dr
Max Muller presented
his project outcomes
related to the role of
a palatable nutritional

@ continued P5
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APRIL unvells new participant
model at annual stakeholder day

« from P4
additive for combatting
heat stress in sows.

As part of the APRIL
industry placement pro-
gram, Max was able to
conduct his research
alongside Rivalea Aus-
tralia, which gave him
greater knowledge of in-
dustry applied science.

The final speaker
for the education and
training section was Dr
Gemma Zerna, a pre-
vious recipient of the
inaugural APRIL En-
terprise Award.

Her ongoing research
into vaccine develop-
ment aims to provide
more flexibility for in-
corporating  antigens

RESE
i DEVEL

[ Epucamo
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&TR 7 2.

Group.

into drug delivery sys-
tems and displays in-
novation in the field of
immune technology.

This year, the 2024
APRIL Enterprise
Award was awarded to
SunPork Group for its
work on developing the
maternity ring.

This alternative to a
farrowing crate provides
more movement to SOWs
without compromising
on early piglet surviv-
ability.

Representative of Sun-
Pork and overseer of
the project design, Dr
David Lines received
the award on behalf
of the SunPork Group
and presented an over-

David Lines accepted the APRIL enterprise award on behalf of SunPork

view of the maternity
ring design and the peer
reviewed evidence of
being a commercially
viable alternative to far-
rowing crates.

APRIL’s stakeholder
day reflected both prac-
tical and innovative sci-
ence and was an op-
portunity to show how
the industry continues
to evolve to benefit
pork production in Aus-
tralasia with the show-
casing of the participant
model.

For more informa-
tion, see the APRIL
website or contact Dr
Charles Rikard-Bell via
c.rikardbell@april.org.
au S
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REFLECTING seems
almost right for the
first of my 2025
monthly columns.

Penning positive pig
and pork predictions
for 2025 is simply too
tough, so reflection
only it is.

Hence below are snip-
pets from each of the
12 months of 2024, be-
ginning with January
2024.

These may act as a
reminder of the issues
industry faced in 2024
or simply as a refresher
as to what was on my
mind at the time.

You may wish to
ponder on my thoughts.

And by all means let
this publication know
if you strongly agree
or disagree, though be
willing to share your
thoughts publicly,
keeping them polite
and informative.

I'll begin each ex-
tract with its published
headline.

Be advised, the ex-
cerpts are not neces-
sarily from the opening
paragraphs of the col-
umns.

Pig welfare is priority
one

The festive season for
we human animals typ-
ically involves feasting
on our preferred pro-
teins.

In many Australian
households, including
mine, Christmas Day
lunch had leg ham as
its centrepiece.

The very next day, for
the Boxing Day cricket
test match at the MCG,
leftover ham with mus-
tard sandwiches bowl
me over.

Having reminded my-
self of our annual ham
indulgence, I reflected
on the lives of the pigs
and what they may or
may not enjoy and ex-
perience up to the point
of being stunned, killed
and processed into
those yummy hams.
Overcoming hurdles
to stall free pig
production

The January issue of
RSPCA’s Animal Wel-
fare Science Update
headlined a story with
‘Technology could help
overcome challenges of
stall-free pig produc-
tion’.

This caught my atten-
tion as I've long been
acutely interested in
how best to introduce
industry-wide stall-free
pig production, while
acknowledging there
are very real challenges

Pork adobo pie on the
road. No matter how
busy the year was, |
always made time for
a perfect pork pie, in
this case a fabulous
Filipino version.

Cant

Comment
by BRENDON CANT

along the way to that
preferred path.

Issues of trust by
association

At the heart of every
industry  association
must be trust between
it and its members.

Such trust is threat-
ened when those mem-
bers who rightfully
question performance
are marked down.
Stunning alternatives
revealed in breath-
taking inquiry

I note that while the
welfare of pigs pre-
slaughter is in the
spotlight, it must be
acknowledged  that
though carbon dioxide
stunning remains the
industry endorsed stun-
ning system, there have
been documented sig-
nificant failings where
pig welfare has been
cruelly compromised.

Admittedly, some of
those failings have per-
haps reflected poorly
on the design, me-
chanics and mainte-
nance of the stunning
platforms or carousels
rather than the gas it-
self.

However, outcomes
for the pigs so precari-
ously placed must be
addressed.

Quiet achiever and
rare breed, Bruce
Mullan

While many scientists
and researchers — dare
I say it, even in the pig/
pork discipline — like to
publicly make far too
much of their academic
qualifications, honor-
ifics, salutations and
publications, those who
go quietly about the
business of improving
the lives and businesses
of producers are a rarer
breed.

One such individual is
Bruce Mullan, who has
recently retired after
more than 30 years of
impeccable public ser-
vice to Western Aus-
tralian and national
agriculture, much of it
in the porcine paddock.

I've liaised with and
worked with Bruce in
a range of capacities
during his career and

always found him to
be calm, considerate,
knowledgeable and in-
formative, and also a
good listener.

Picture perfect pork

I cook pork and pork-
based products in the
home, I eat pork when
out of the home and,
whenever I can, I pro-
mote its many virtues
to the unfamiliar and
unconvinced, even
going so far as trying
to turn on vegetarians.

I don’t bother with
vegans... too many
agendas running there.
Waste not want not

A considerable pro-
portion of the cost of
rearing pigs in Aus-
tralia is related to
feeding.

In Australia, pig feeds
are predominately
based on cereals and
cereal  by-products,
pulses and/or oilseeds,
rendered animal prod-
ucts, and dairy prod-
ucts for young pigs.

Let’s waste no more
time and start utilising
the massive mountains
of food waste we pro-
duce.

And keep it out of
landfill.

And use it produc-
tively in pig produc-
tion — with appropriate
safety and biosecurity
measures in place of
course.

Waste not want not,
surely?

Animal welfare
matters

While my partner
is vegetarian and I
relish sharing plenty of
good vegetarian food,
I will never perma-
nently cross the pro-
tein bridge, simply be-
cause, I believe eating
meat that is ethically
sourced and preferably
raised and grown on
pasture in high welfare
environments is the
best source of protein
to power my increas-
ingly needy body.

It’s tasty too.

Meat has done its job
fairly well for more
years than I care to re-
member, so I'll stick
with my recipe, albeit

Carbon dioxide stunning was on the nose in
2024. While many words were penned, so too
were many pigs. Let’s hope there’s some light at
the end of that dark tunnel.

I’'ve recently tinkered
with meat consumption
in terms of quantum
and type.
Indiscriminate
antibiotic use must
be resisted

While I quite like
Australian Pork Lim-
ited’s motto, ‘as little
as possible, as much
as necessary’, when it
comes to antimicrobial
stewardship in Aus-
tralian pork-producing
businesses, I’d add that
encouraging produc-
tion environments that
are less conducive to
creating and spreading
of pathogens in the
first place would be
a smart pre-emptive
strike.

Improved animal
welfare has a knock-
on effect

Improving  animal
welfare typically
comes at a cost to both
producers and con-
sumers.

The trick is to al-
ways first convince the
buying public of the
intrinsic value proposi-
tion of the transition to
higher welfare.

If they are convinced
that superior animal
welfare outcomes are
a win-win, they will
eventually back it at the
checkout.

While they may buy
a little less as they ad-
just to incremental in-
creases due to higher
production costs being
passed down the line,
their buying patterns
will lift over time.
Penning wise welfare
words

My premise has
long been those pigs,
those intelligent sen-
tient animals that give
us so much while ex-
pecting so little in re-
turn, should be able to
live lives free of un-
necessary confinement
where they are able to
practice natural behav-
iours.

Such natural and vital
behaviours  include
foraging, rooting, wal-
lowing, nest building
and socialising.

Surely it’s fair and
reasonable to expect
pork producers and
the consuming public
to honour and re-
spect such simple life
drivers, even if that
means — as it typically
does — increased costs
at production and the
checkout.

Pigs having a field
day

With large-scale fac-
tory farming of pigs
in Australia — now so
often ‘on the nose’ with
the public, governments
and animal welfare ad-
vocates — perhaps the
time has come to seri-
ously consider gentler
production  systems,
even if that is at the ex-
pense of productivity.

Meanwhile, best
wishes to everyone for
2025.

It’s sure to be yet an-
other pig of a year! 5
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Snack Brands sticks
with trusted pumps

HYDRO Innovations
was proud to have been
selected to provide
Gorman-Rupp pumps
and other specialised
pump equipment to
the new 30,255sq m
Snack Brands Aus-
tralia manufacturing
and logistics facility
under  construction
at Erskine Park in
western Sydney.

Snack Brands will
use this facility for its
manufacturing and dis-
tribution needs, consol-
idating several existing
Sydney facilities into
the new high-tech hub.

Snack Brands Aus-
tralia — known for
brands such as Kettle,
Thins, Samboy and
Cheezels — produces
over 200 million
packets of these snacks
annually.

Hydro Innovations
has been supplying
water and wastewater
pump equipment, ser-
vice and technical sup-
port to both the Snack-
brands Blacktown and
Snack Brands Smith-
field facilities for many
years, specifically the
Gorman-Rupp waste-

recognised as the world
leading product in this
field.

Snack Brands Aus-
tralia project manager
Mark Harrison insisted
on again employing
Hydro Innovations and
Gorman Rupp pumps
for the new facility for
their reliability, safety
features, longevity, ease
of servicing and main-
taining the product.

On this project,
Gorman Rupp T4A71S-
B HDI (hard iron) fitted
pumps were chosen to
handle the often-chal-
lenging  wastewater
being pumped.

Gorman-Rupp Super
T Series pumps do not
have to be removed
from the pipe system
or need cranes or hoists
to receive maintenance.

They are easy and safe
to access, making them
popular with both oper-
ators and asset owners.

For further informa-
tion on Hydro Inno-
vations, the range of
specialised pump and
aeration products, to-
gether with the services
provided, call 02 9898
1800 or visit hydroinno
vations.com.au &

water and water pumps,

The new 30,255sq m Snack Brands Australla
manufacturing and distribution facility under

construction.

Snack Brands Australla |n5|sted on employlng
Hydro Innovations and Gorman Rupp pumps

The on-site 500kL mains water buffer tank.
www.porknews.com.au

SOLID-LIQUID SEPARATION SYSTEMS

ANVE

Australian Waste Engineering
www.austwaste.com.au

1
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DISTRIBUTORS OF

- Submersible pumps

- Slurry mixers

- PTO Slurry pumps

- Bedding recovery units
- Bio-Gas equipment

Australian Distributor for FAN

Phone: (08) 87382021
Email: edan-awe@bigpond.com

DESIGNING SEPARATION SYSTEMS FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Two 100-tonne corn storage silos.

~ PERISTALTIC
SLUDGE PUMPS @

ADVANTAGES

Pump DAF plant sludge
Early leak detection
Easy hose changes
No corrosion issues

Only one wearing part
Very easy servicing

No oil-filled casing

(02) 9898 1800

sales@Hydrolnnovations.com.au
www.Hydrolnnovations.com.au

HYDRO

INNOVATIONS
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Anti-slip Self Supporting Triangle gLLSZE" ™

Australian made ~

Hot Dipped Galvamsed Flooring Qs

Concrete Slats far Plggenes

et pi orios Galvanised ﬂoorlng in all sizes up to 2.8m

. o

M Farrowing and weaner crates, I Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap; Diagonal Farrowing Crate. Straight Farrowing Crate.

growers and baconer pens. l Feed weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and
hopper with stainless steel trough. growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST
W@E@yk@m IB[F@EEI}D@[FQ% w IL{E@] Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd Anytime or (02) 6644 6065

Ph (02) 6644 6065 ABN 11 003 543 548 Mobile: 0437 431 901

Victoria: Ben Slots Phone: (03) 9462 4266
Freecall: 1800999 245 Mobile: 0418 388 842

Mobile 0437 431 901 | Email sales@vereyken.com.au
2 Clark Rd, Junction Hill « PO Box 421, Grafton NSW 2460

lll |“|I. TABLE 1. AusScan Early Harvest Report Aus!:ralasmn Pork Research
AusScan Institute Ltd

Protein Moisture and Energy Values for Cereal Grains

"N . I’
! ||| “ November 2024
Barley
Protein Moisture Pig Faecal DE Pig lleal DE IDE/FDE Ratio Broiler AME Broiler AME Index
% % MJ/Kg MJ/Kg MJ/Kg
Region* Mean SD Min Max Mean SD Min Max Mean SD Min Max Mean SD Min Max Mean Min Max Mean SD Min Max Mean SD Min Max
NSW1 93 114 69 119 106 086 9.2 136 133 0.17 13.0 14.0 10.7 038 102 12.2 0.80 0.78 0.87 121 024 117 129 704 24 652 781
QLD alitfo) (olpogs i) ablie) 10.6 091 84 119 2.4 009 12,2 2.6 98 014 94 100 (BR7AE RETARE (07 116 030 1089 121
QLD1 115 127 98 159 108 065 9.1 125 124 011 122 126 100 038 94 107 081 0.77 0.85 116 0.28 107 120
SA1 95 129 74 120 13.2 096 11.2 144 13.3 036 12.9 143 11.0 061 105 12.8 0.83 0.82 0.90 126 060 12.2 143 69.7 4.1 663 809
SA2 105 159 74 129 125 075 108 140 133 010 13.0 135 108 0.15 103 11.2 0.81 079 083 123 028 115 129 679 24 611 736
VIC 10:5° 1.79° = 5:8° 159 100 069 89 124 1255 O T 612 985 () g 027 92105 0.78 0.75 0.81 11.3 040 10.7 13.7
VIC1 96 058 86 109 10.1 0.64 87 109 126 006 124 12.7 103 0.20 10.0 10.7 0.82 0.81 0.85 115 023 108 118
VIC 2 101 143 7.4 14.2 10.1 059 86 113 126 0.15 122 129 10:1 015 9.7 105 0.81 0.79 0.81 11.4 0.27 106 119
VIC 3 99 160 58 121 101 117 86 147 126 034 123 138 103 055 9.7 121 0.82 0.79 0.87 115 0.60 10.8 134
Sorghum
Protein Moisture Pig Faecal DE Pig lleal DE IDE/FDE Ratio Broiler AME Broiler AME Index
% % MJ/Kg MJ/Kg MJ/Kg

Region* Mean SD Min Max Mean SD Min Max Mean SD Min Max Mean SD Min Max Mean Min Max Mean SD Min Max Mean SD Min Max

QLD1 92 040 82 97 123 089 115 139 145 0.20 141 146 11.7 037 113 122 0.81 0.80 0.83 147 030 14.4 152
Wheat
Protein Moisture Pig Faecal DE Pig lleal DE IDE/FDE Ratio Broiler AME Broiler AME Index
% % MIJ/Kg MI/Kg MIJ/Kg
Region* Mean SD Min Max Mean SD Min Max Mean SD Min Max Mean SD Min Max Mean Min Max Mean SD Min Max Mean SD Min Max
NSW1 10.5 0.80 86 143 106 034 54 113 13.9 010 13.7 14.2 120 014 117 124 0.86 0.85 0.87 129 0.19 124 133 778 19 736 817
aLb 12.2 062 112 134 106 096 9.0 125 139 0.05 138 140 117 0.11 115 119 084 083 085 128 024 122 132
QLD1 124 097 104 139 110 1.08 94 136 139 0.08 136 140 120 0.20 115 124 086 085 088 128 024 124 134
SA 11.6 068 10.5 1238 99 092 88 111 138 0.08 136 139 115 0.16 111 117 084 0.82 084 126 0.16 124 1238
SA1 9.7 161 70 1438 103 1.10 83 126 139 008 137 14.0 123 014 120 126 0.89 0.88 0.90 136 033 127 141 780 22 722 B8l6
SA2 11.0 094 98 128 104 138 89 160 139 0.09 136 140 124 0.13 120 126 089 088 090 134 033 121 138 766 21 688 791
VvIC 11.0 077 96 130 104 056 93 120 138 0.05 137 139 116 0.09 113 118 084 082 0385 127 0.18 122 132
VIC1 111 @77 92 132 141 083 048] 310 13.7 011 134 138 19 0168 15 27 0.87 085 091 128 0.22 120 134
VIC 2 10.7 091 87 140 108 072 85 129 139 0.05 137 140 118 0.11 115 121 085 0.84 087 128 020 123 134
VIC 3 11.0 091 80 152 105 076 87 163 138 014 124 146 119 023 88 124 086 071 085 127 028 117 1438

* Each row represents a Feed Mill in the Region, for example QLD and QLD1 represent different feed mill companies within the state.
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Follow the QR code to view results or chat with our
team today, to discover how VALI MP can work for you.

Phone 1300 884 593 or visit www.becfeed.com

- :|:RN AN |NV|S|B|_E ENEMY : PORCILIS® '
INTO A VISIBLE PROFIT e

Porcilis Lawsonia is the first injectable * ‘_ 7}(
vaccine in Australia to control lleitis. I.ﬂ N G :\\

IMMUNITY

PROVEN TO: T AL

Wy REDUCE LOSS OF |, \ P E>
AVERAGE DAILY WEIGHT y

0.0

By REDUCE MORTALITY | PORCILIS

PCV MHYO

&y REDUCE BACTERIAL ' -
|

SHEDDING [ﬂf‘i"

By REDUCE DIARRHOEA
AND INTESTINAL LESIONS.

For further information, call
Customer Service on 1800 033 461.

®Registered trademarks. Intervet Australian Pty Ltd (trading as MSD Animal Health). ABN: 79008467034. Copyright © 2024 Merck & Co, Inc, Rahway, NJ, USA and its affiliates. All rights reserved. Animal Health
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partnering with Zinpro®.

AVAILA

SOW

Distributed in Australia by:

@ FeedWorks

Performance | Through Science

Together,
Let’s Prove the
Power of Parthe

Something powerful happens when shared
expertise, care and nutritional performance
come together. Suddenly, obstacles feel
more like growth opportunities. That is the
transformational power of partnership.

Zinpro® Availa® Sow helps build more
productive sows and gilts with improved
reproduction, better efficiency and increased
longevity. It has also been shown to reduce
lameness and has a positive impact on the
cost of production. Experience the power of

03 5429 2411
www.feedworks.com.au

-
P,

INDONESIA’S largest
and most advanced pig-
gery ships close to 1000
pigs every night across
the straits to Singapore.

The advanced piggery
design and procedures
owe a lot to the influence
of Australian piggery en-
gineers, who originally
set up and ran the very
efficient and hygienic
operation.

Aussie Pumps chief
engineer John Hales
said: “We’re proud they
chose our Aussie Scud
pressure cleaners to keep
the piggery clean with
minimum labour and
maximum efficiency.”

The machines — built

Aussie Scud offers stain
high-pressure hose.

in a heavy duty but er-
gonomically designed
stainless-steel  trolley
frame - feature top
quality Honda engines,
with some diesels also in
production.

The pumps are ‘Big
Berty’ Bertolini heavy
duty triplex pumps with
gearbox drive.

“That provides the ma-
chine to run at 1450rpm,
with machines lasting
many years in this oc-
casionally harsh environ-
ment,” Mr Hales said.

The machines have
a unique combination
of ISLPM flow and
3000psi pressure.

Turbo lances — Aus-

healthier lives.

POSITIVE
BIOFILM

Not all products are available in all markets nor associated claims allowed in-all regions.

Contact us on (07) 5451 0125 | LAN-Aus@lallemand.com

® A specific blend of highly concentrated live bacteria

® Helps install a positive biofilm on farm building surfaces after

cleaning and disinfection

® Helps improve the microbial environment for safe animal

production

® Helps reduce the risk of health issues due to the harmful
microorganisms and negative biofilms.

Partnering in microbial solutions for a changing world.

Using sound science, proven results and knowledge from experience, Lallemand Animal
Nutrition helps our customers and industry partners be more successful — and animals lead

Lallemand Animal Nutrition provides a full range of specific, natural microbial products,
services and solutions that improve animal wellbeing and performance while respecting
animals, people and the environment.

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION @
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sie’s heavy duty Turbo-
master — are used to add
extra efficiency and cut
cleaning times dramati-
cally.

“We’re very proud of
the Scud design,” Mr
Hales said.

“Advanced piggeries
like the easy manoeu-
vrability of the machine,
its heavy duty capability
and low operating costs.”

The big Aussie ma-
chines have done a tre-
mendous service over the
years, largely due to the
close connection of the
users with Aussie Pumps
engineering support.
Free training course

Aussie Pumps has de-
veloped a free safety
training course for op-
erators of pressure
cleaners.

It focuses attention on
the safe operation of the
machines and explains
the basics of how the
triplex pump technology
is used in high-pressure
water blasting works.

“Understanding how
the machine works helps
the operator to avoid er-
rors, such as dry run-
ning, and aids in their
confidence and safety,”
Mr Hales said.

Further information on
Aussie Scud pressure
cleaners for piggery op-
erations is available from
Aussie Pumps, including
the brand new Blaster
Blitz 9 catalogue.

You can access it online
or call Aussie Pumps on
02 8865 3500 to have a
free copy sent out.

It has loads of informa-
tion, including trouble-
shooting, safety and is an
indispensable guide for
making the right deci-
sion on pressure cleaner
selections.

Effluent pumps too

Aussie Pumps is also
famous for its range of
Aussie GMP cast iron
and 316 stainless-steel
self-priming centrifugal
pumps.

Big 6” pumps that will
handle huge flows are
available.

“These pumps are all
built to ISO 9001 quality
standards and are top
quality, not imported
knock offs,” Mr Hales
said.

The large 6” pumps are
part of the GMP range.

These pumps start
from 17 and go all the
way up to 6” monsters,
with Mr Hales working
on an 8 pump for launch
by mid 2025.

“There’s a demand for
more flow at an eco-
nomic price,” Mr Hales
said.

“We offer value packed
prices for products that
are designed to go the
distance but stripped of
unnecessary features.

“Self priming is essen-
tial and our entire range
is designed around that
feature,” he said.

“Plus, they’re cheaper
than you'd think!”

Further information on
the stainless-steel pumps
and the full catalogue is
readily available from
aussiepumps.com.au -

www.porknews.com.au
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Mycotoxin news from dsm-firmenich ese

Deactivate Mycotoxins
Activate Performance

Powered by science to actively defend against multiple mycotoxins*

Why is my herd’s performance so variable?

Variability, or lack of uniformity, in the grower and sow herd negatively
impacts throughput and profitability of a pork operation in many ways.
The problem can manifest itself as delays in achieving market weight or
meeting optimal carcase specification or effects on sow performance and
litter growth rates. Extensive research by dsm-firmenich in understanding
of the mode of action of mycotoxins is shedding more light on the role
mycotoxins can be playing in the variability of pig performance across all
production phases.

Mycotoxins consists of a wide range of chemically distinct compounds
which affect different aspects of a pig’s metabolism. The main mycotoxins
routinely identified to be a concern in feedstuffs for pigs over the many
years the dsm-firmenich mycotoxin survey has been undertaken are shown
below.

Deoxynivalenol (DON; commonly found in grains, by-products and bed-
ding), in simple terms, affects how proteins in the body are synthesised.
Proteins in the gut wall lining and the array of immunoglobulins and other
proteins involved in immunity and health are targeted by DON. The
effects of DON are typically seen as reducing feed intake and nutrient
absorption and depressed immunity. Even a few days exposure to DON can
trigger profound effects which last many weeks and lead to variability.

Zearalenone (ZEN; commonly found in grains and protein meals) is a
compound that can also have effects in the gut but is mostly a
problem in the breeding herd as ZEN interferes with oestrogen

How does the Mycofix® product line work?

Adsorption

The mineral adsorbent selectively binds
adsorbable mycotoxins and endotoxins

7™

Biotransformation

The combination of patented enzymes and
biological components converts mycotoxins
into non-toxic metabolites

activity and therefore can cause delays in ovulation and heat and
successful maintenance of pregnancy. The reproductive
performance of boars can also be affected by ZEN.

Fumonisins (FUM; found in almost all feedstuffs surveyed) can
have wide ranging effects on gut function and organs such as the
lungs, liver and kidneys. Fumonisins work by interfering with the
lipid component of cell membranes (especially the brain) and so
all cells are potential targets. Pigs in particular are sensitive to
FUM and FUM can cause significant lung damage.

Ergot Alkaloids (ERG; commonly found in sorghum) typically
affect feed intake and digestion and lead to poor growth rate and
milk production. Higher levels of ergots severely affect blood
flow and necrosis (cell death) of extremities such as ears, tails
and teats have been observed in Australia.

When you consider the above brief summary of which feedstuffs
mycotoxins contaminate and the diverse nature of their actions,
it is not surprising that even low levels of different mycotoxins
can be a significant and intermittent factor in the variability of
pig performance, even without seeing ‘mouldy’ feedstuffs.

For more information on the Mycotoxin Survey results and how
you can mitigate the effects of mycotoxins in your herd, please
contact Elize Terblanche at dsm-firmenich, details below.

Bioprotection

The plant and algal extracts support the liver,
immune system and gut integrity

Contact Us
Elize.Terblanche@dsm-firmenich.com or 0477 366 786

dsm-firmenich ese®

For more information on
Mycofix Solutions scan here

www.porknews.com.au
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Formulated with a precise blend of essential vitamins,
minerals and amino acids, Premi-Boost+ provides k

PREMI-BOOST+

PIGLETS

Vetsense Premi-Boost+ is a specialised nutritional .--...:‘,_....-
paste designed to support the health and vitality of
weak, underweight and premature piglets.

comprehensive support for the early development and

growth of piglets.

\. ol waim Qg

Supports growth, development and vitality

Boosts energy in weak and underweight

newborns

Promotes immune function, digestive health and

overall wellbeing

Aids in the prevention of nutritional deficiencies
and supports optimal growth trajectories

DOSE RATE
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PACK SIZE: 250ML
ONE PUMP = 2ML

2mL: Newborn, underweight and premature piglets

soon after birth.
Repeat the following day if necessary.

For any remaining product, reapply the original bottle
cap and store in a cool/dry place for up to 3 months.

IN October last year,
pork industry repre-
sentatives and Aus-
tralian Pork Limited
attended a cross-sector
Liaison Livestock In-
dustry exercise pro-
gram Exercise Audi-
atur in Victoria.

Exercise  Audiatur
aimed to improve the
delivery and perfor-
mance of the LLI func-
tion to help ensure in-
dustry and government
are ready to respond
to an emergency an-
imal disease outbreak
that has the potential
to severely impact the
Victorian livestock in-
dustry.
LLI representatives
exercise

within the

Rinse and clean trigger prior to reusing.

SHAKE WELL BEFORE USE

Easy-to-administer paste formulation ensures
accurate dosing and maximum effectiveness.

CONVENIENT DOSING APPLICATOR
Premi-Boost+ 250mL comes with a separate dosing applicator that delivers precisely 2mL per dose. This
ensures accurate and convenient administration to newborn, underweight and premature piglets.

The applicator simplifies the dosing process, making it easy for caregivers to provide the necessary nutritional
support to young animals.

REBECCA JAMIESON - SWINE KEY ACCOUNT MANAGER

0400392 111
L B B =B B BN = =

DISTRIBUTED BY: /CCCD

animal health

SKiGLD

- . Discmill, mixer, augers, bucket elevator, jet filter, mineral hopper
GRAIN MILLING DOESN'T HAVE TO BE A LABOUR INTENSIVE JOB!

SKIOLD & Vacuum Milling Solutions specialise in the design, sales and installation of
quality grain milling equipment.

We supply the latest in grain milling and augering equipment. Australian made and from around the
world. We cover all of Australia and also the Pacific Islands. With 15 years' experience in the farming
industry, we pride ourselves on quality equipment, installations and undertake a commitment to

ensure customer satisfaction.

GRAIN MILLING AND AUGERING EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS
DESIGN, SALES AND INSTALLATION
CALL US TODAY TO HEAR WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!

CONTACT:
Phone: 0755 477 588
sales@vacmillsolutions.com.au

SKISLD
& V/IMS

control centre were
presented with a mock
scenario of a suspected
fictional outbreak of
foot and mouth disease
on a cattle farm within
Victoria.

Alongside the exer-
cise, APL wanted to test
the capability to pull
PigPass data quickly in
an EAD response.

The team worked with
the pork representatives
in the exercise and used
the information they
were provided to iden-
tify all farms within the
control area.

Within 30 minutes,
APL staff were able
to advise there were
169 farms within the
control area and within
two hours were able

to advise of all move-
ments on and off those
farms.

This highlights the in-
credible traceability ca-
pability the Australian
pork industry has with
PigPass and how pre-
pared the industry is
to respond to an EAD
outbreak.

APL thanks the Li-
aison Livestock In-
dustry representatives
who gave their time and
expertise to participate
in the exercise.

If you would like to
become a representa-
tive for LLI or were
after more information,
contact the APL policy
team. 5
Charley-Rose Ford
APL Policy Manager

m Letter to the Editor =

It is the responsibility of those making submissions to ensure the
correctness of their claims and statements. The views expressed in
this publication are not necessarily those of the publisher.

THIS letter is about
a study conducted by
SunPork — published
in Frontiers in Veteri-
nary Science in Au-
gust 2024 — titled ‘A
five domains assess-
ment of sow welfare
in a novel free far-
rowing system’.

The study was also
referred to in the Lan-
dline report on the
ABC on October 27,
2024.

I sincerely thank
SunPork for research
that many of us smaller
players in the industry
cannot do.

I am aware that there
is a need to continue
to research how to im-
prove farrowing crates
and to continue to ex-
plore alternatives to
what we currently do
in all aspects of pig
production.

I would like to ask
some questions and
make some observa-
tions about the study.

There were only 171
sows in the study and
of those only about 30
were filmed.

This is a very small
group on which to base
decisions or describe
as ‘robust’ science.

The study was con-
ducted over only two
short periods, both in
summer.

Winter usually has
higher pre-wean mor-
talities.

The sows and piglets
in the maternity ring
crates had two heat
sources — a lamp and
a mat for the piglets,
whereas the piglets in
farrowing crates had
only one source of heat
—a lamp.

Additional manage-
ment practices used
for the maternity ring
crates make the study
a little unbalanced.

The group in far-
rowing crates are
reported to have 70
percent with udder
damage on leaving the
crate.

I am not aware of
udder damage to any-
where near 70 percent
of sows in normal far-
rowing crates.

Another measures of
sow welfare included
in the study were facial
scratches.

I am not aware of
facial scratches being
an issue within com-
mercial herds.

Other measures of
welfare used in the
study — nesting and
bar biting — are only
suggestive of welfare
issues, according to
the study.

The study states that
frustration behaviours
were not different be-
tween the groups.

Nor were the pres-
ence of shoulder sores.

Is it correct that the
sows in farrowing
crates weaned 1.5
extra pigs — though
these were excluded
from the study for
being underweight and
were fostered?

This wasn’t men-
tioned on Landline.

Is it correct that piglet
mortality was not re-
corded in the study?

I understand there
are a number of fur-
ther research projects
underway to see if the
results of this study are
repeated — I thank you
in advance for sharing
the results.

It would be great
to have access to the
results of previous
studies too, particu-
larly the piglet mor-
tality figures of these.

I hope others read
the study too — it is
interesting and quite

different to what was
reported on Landline.

I do not think the
study supports the
conclusion that “sows
housed in the mater-
nity ring experience
higher animal welfare
standards than those
housed in farrowing
crates” — as per page
13 of the research doc-
ument (which can be
viewed in its entirety
by scanning the QR
code below).

Further, the measures
of sow welfare that
the study states were
different between the
systems are not cur-
rently problems in sow
crates, so I am not sure
that the study can rea-
sonably conclude there
were any significant
improvements in SOw
welfare.

However, it does
seem that more piglets
died in the maternity
ring crates.

Again, I thank Sun-
Pork for sharing the
work, but it would be
misleading to use this
study as a basis for
any welfare claims or
change in specifica-
tions.

And to call it “cage
free” suggests the rest
of us keep our pigs
in cages, which would
be very insulting and
should not be sup-
ported. 5=
Andree Rowntree
Windridge Farms
Ph 02 6382 1311
Mobile 0429 846 200
andree.rowntree@
windridge.com.au
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The return on investment from
Boehringer Ingelheim vaccines
increases with higher feed costs:

Circoviruses have been associated with multiple

disease conditions in pigs. Signs include weight loss,
abortions and still births.

Ingelvac CircoFLEX® provides active immunisation of

pigs as an aid in the prevention and control of diseases
associated with porcine circovirus type 2. The best investment

At a feed price of $369/tonne, vaccinating with Ingelvac for your business is

CircoFLEX® can generate savings of $11,644 (ROI 1.6) good health.

~\ Boehringer Ingelvac Ingelvac ~,
. o o FreVAX

I“ll Ingelheim FLEX FLEX '

1 AVERAGE OF 13 PUBLISHED STUDIES. Assumptions for the calculation: FCR improvement = 0.141, Live weight = 100 kg, Number of animals sold per year = 3000, Vaccination costs: $7,139.

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285. Ingelvac MycoFLEX and Ingelvac CircoFLEX are registered trademarks
of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AU-POR-0045-2022
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