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ENOUGH is enough. 
The tactics em-

ployed by activists at 
Premier Allan’s of-
fice in Melbourne last 
month were deeply 
concerning. 

The use of dead pig-
lets as props not only 
misrepresents our in-
dustry’s commitment 
to animal welfare but 
demonstrates a new 
low in protest ploys.

Using deceased ani-
mals for political the-
atre is not activism. 

Our producers work 
tirelessly around the 
clock to care for their 
animals, while putting 
quality and affordable 
food on Australians’ 
tables.

They deserve better 
than to have their 
life’s work degraded 
by such shameful 
stunts.

When will enough 
be enough? 

The latest spate of 
raids on 20 farms 
represents more than 
ideological conflict 
– these are direct at-
tacks on the economic 
and social values of 
our industry. 

These law breakers 
consistently breach 
property rights, com-
promise biosecurity 
protocols and deliber-
ately target our people 
through trespass and 
harassment tactics 
that not only divert 
critical law enforce-
ment resources but 
also harm our pigs 
and our people.

The mental, physical 
and economic toll on 
rural people and com-
munities must be con-

sidered and greater 
support provided to 
those who feed our 
country against the 
intimidatory ploys 
used by these objec-
tors.

We continue to work 
with governments on 
legislative measures 
that impose substan-
tial penalties for ag-
ricultural trespass, 
providing farmers and 
business owners with 
legal protections that 
send a crystal-clear 
message that our busi-
nesses are not battle-
grounds for activists.

Their latest behav-
iour follows Decem-
ber’s Victorian Gov-
ernment response to 
that state’s inquiry 
into pig welfare. 

While we initially 
questioned the neces-
sity of the inquiry, our 
industry engaged pro-
ductively throughout 
the process, demon-
strating our scientific 
expertise and high 
standards. 

The government’s 
response was to sup-
port 16 of the 18 
r e c o m m e n d a t io n s 
in principle, empha-
sising what we have 
long advocated – the 
importance of science 

over ideology in set-
ting welfare stand-
ards. 

We will continue 
to engage collabora-
tively with the gov-
ernment following its 
response to the in-
quiry.

We also saw the Vic-
torian Government 
call out these actions, 
stating that it would 
not shut down an in-
dustry that supports 
thousands of jobs to 
appease those who 
pull distressing stunts, 
which only hurt their 
cause. 

Our industry has 
invested millions in 
developing evidence-
based welfare prac-
tices, with Australian 
standards ranking 
among the world’s 
best. 

The suggestion that 
our farmers operate 
without transpar-
ency is particularly 
offensive – we are a 
heavily regulated in-
dustry, consistently 
audited and maintain 
open dialogue with 
governing bodies and 
regulators.

No one cares more 
about animal welfare 
than our pig farmers, 
who dedicate their 

lives to raising and 
caring for livestock. 

The economic vi-
ability of our farms 
depends on main-
taining high welfare 
standards – it is not 
only the right thing to 
do, it underpins good 
business operations. 

Looking ahead, the 
next six months will 
provide crucial oppor-
tunities for producers 
to shape the future 
of industry standards 
and investments. 

The national Model 
Code of Practice for 
the Welfare of Ani-
mals: Pigs remains 
the best framework 
for setting consistent 
evidence-based wel-
fare standards. 

We welcome this 
opportunity for con-
tinued improvement 
while ensuring farm 
viability. 

To Premier Allan 
and the Victorian 
Government, stand 
firm against these 
theatrical tactics. 

Our farming com-
munities need your 
continued support 
now more than ever. 

And to our farmers, 
keep holding your 
heads high.

The government’s 
response to the in-
quiry can be read by 
scanning the QR code 
below. 

Standing firm on activists

Point of View
by MARGO ANDRAE

CEO

Colin Fassnidge and influencer Nonna Fina brought ‘Get some pork on your 
fork’ and crackling to life with cheeky humour.

THERE’S something 
extra special about the 
experience of crackling 
and succulent roast pork 
that makes the shared 
Christmas occasion 
even more memorable. 

The crunch of crack-
ling is more than a taste 
sensation, it really is the 
sound of Christmas cel-
ebration itself.

For Christmas 2024, 
Australian Pork Limited 
set out to showcase this 
unique crackling and 
roast pork experience as 
the centrepiece.

The ‘Get some pork 
on your fork’ marketing 
was an evolution of our 
‘Por qué?’ campaign, 
launched in June 2024. 

It has been successful 
in helping us reach our 
annual targets already, 

including lifting the 
perception that pork is 
‘used in everyday meals’ 
to 36 percent of grocery 
buyers and lifting fresh 
pork consumption per 
capita to 10.5kg.

We recruited master 
food photographer and 
director Jon Bader to 
capture crackling and 
roast pork’s unique 
qualities, and to take our 
advertising’s appetite ap-
peal to the next level. 

The scene of Christmas 
lunch on the back deck 
saw our pink-suited 
charismatic ambassador 
Ramon Jamon asking 
“Por qué?” 

“Why would anyone 
choose any other roast 
for Christmas?”

The campaign 
launched on November 

25 and, with exposure 
from Foxtel to YouTube 
and drive-time radio to 
public relations, we en-
sured that pork’s mes-
sage reached Australians 
everywhere. 

Segments on breakfast 
shows, magazine fea-
tures, digital content and 
news coverage generated 
64 million impressions. 

The combination of 
roast pork and Christmas 
ham material and edito-
rial enabled us to domi-
nate Christmas coverage.

We also added further 
special ingredients this 
year, with social media 
activity starring chef 
Colin Fassnidge and 
influencer Nonna Fina 
breaking all bench-
marks. 

A crackling Christmas 
and exciting new year

* continued P2
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THE Australian Meat 
Industry Council 
has released updated 
standards for the 
Australian Livestock 
Processing Industry 
Animal Welfare Certi-
fication System, which 
now include manda-
tory video surveil-
lance requirements for 
accredited processing 
facilities.

AMIC’s acting chief 
executive officer Tim 
Ryan said this update 
reflects industry’s com-
mitment to best-prac-
tice animal welfare 
standards in the meat 
industry. 

“The release of ver-
sion 4.0 of the AAWCS 
standards – which in-
cludes mandatory 
video surveillance sys-
tems – highlights our 
dedication to ensuring 
the humane treatment 
of livestock throughout 
the processing chain.”

“This technology is 

already widely em-
braced by industry and 
is designed to help pro-
cessors monitor and 
validate animal welfare 
in their facilities.

“Livestock processing 
establishments already 
address issues associ-
ated with food safety 
and meat quality using 
sophisticated quality 
assurance systems,” Mr 
Ryan said.

“Animal welfare is no 
different and the ap-
plication of quality as-
surance principles en-
sures a comprehensive 
approach and assists 
industry to continually 
improve and demon-
strate animal welfare 
outcomes.” 

The updated stand-
ards were developed in 
consultation with the 
RSPCA, AUS-MEAT, 
Australian Meat Pro-
cessor Corporation, the 
Department of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and 
Forestry and an inde-

pendent animal welfare 
expert. 

Compliance with 
these updated standards 
will become a manda-
tory component of 
AAWCS from January 
1, 2026.

AAWCS, an inde-
pendently audited 
certification program 
established in 2013, 
ensures adherence to 
best-practice animal 
welfare standards from 
the receival of livestock 
through to processing. 

AAWCS accredited 
facilities include over 
80 percent of sheep, 
cattle and pigs pro-
cessed in Australia. 

AMPC said that 
benchmarking of 
AAWCS against global 
standards has previ-
ously shown that the 
program is world’s best 
practice. 

AMPC program 
manager markets and 
integrity Ann Mc-
Donald said: “AMPC 

is now undertaking a 
benchmarking project 
assessing the updated 
AAWCS provisions 
against key global an-
imal welfare standards 
to ensure the standards 
continue to be recog-
nised as best practice 
internationally, and that 
we have the evidence to 
support that claim.”

The processing sector 
continues to push the 
boundaries to ensure 
industry remains at the 
forefront of animal wel-
fare. 

The Casino Food 
Co-Op is investigating 
the use of artificial in-
telligence to support 
the monitoring of an-
imal behaviour.

The Casino Food 
Co-Op’s Kalani Moss 
said, “We are working 
with the CSIRO team 
to develop and test the 
use of AI models in 
lairage to detect and 
monitor animal behav-
iours related to both 

wellbeing and quality.”
“The project has 

achieved successful re-
sults in identifying if 
animals are relaxed, 
drinking and displaying 
normal behaviours. 

“Work continues to 
enhance the detection 
of animal behaviours 
where this information 
can be used for man-
agement decisions and 
ensure best practice,” 
Ms Moss said.

To ensure a smooth 
transition, AMIC will 
provide ongoing sup-
port and resources to 
members implementing 
the updated AAWCS 
standards. 

Detailed guidance, 
including the updated 
implementation guide, 
is now available for cer-
tified members.

To access the updated 
standards and imple-
mentation guide, visit 
the AAWCS website, 
aawcs.com.au /stand 
ards/ 

2025
MAR 12-14 – VIV Asia – Bangkok, Thailand. 
https://www.vivasia.nl/
MAR 12-14 – National Pork Industry Forum 
– Orlando, Florida. https://porkcheckoff.org/
events/2025-national-pork-industry-forum/
MAR 24-26 – 2025 National Feral Pig 
Conference – Gold Coast, QLD. https://
feralpigs.com.au/
MAR 25-26 – London Swine Conference 
– London, Ontario. https://www.
londonswineconference.ca/
APR 8-9 – Animal AgTech Innovation Summit 
– Dallas, USA. https://animalagtech.com/
JUN 4-5 – World Pork Expo – Des Moines, 
Iowa, USA. https://www.worldpork.org/
JUN 18-19 – Ontario Pork Congress – 
Ontario, Canada. https://www.porkcongress.
on.ca/
AUG 15-16 – Kingaroy BaconFest – Kingaroy, 
Australia. https://www.kingaroybaconfest.
com.au/
NOV 17-19 – APSA Conference – Melbourne, 
Australia. https://www.apsa.asn.au/

07 3286 1833
porknews.com.au

How to supply event details: 
Send all details to Australian Pork 
Newspaper, PO Box 162, Wynnum, 
Qld 4178, call 07 3286 1833 or email 
design@collins.media

Pork Industry
Calendar of Events

© Collins Media Pty Ltd – Contents may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission from the publisher. It is the responsibility of  
advertisers to ensure the correctness of their claims and statements. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the publisher.

|  jacksonsaustralia.com.au|  08 8531 2700 |  sales@jacksonsaustralia.com

• Animal Shelters
• Feeders
• Silos
• Farm Buildings

Email editorial@collins.media 
or call 07 3286 1833

Want us to  
cover your event?

Get noticed by key pork  
industry members!  

AMIC introduces updated animal welfare standards with mandatory video surveillance

Colin and Nonna 
brought ‘Get some pork 
on your fork’ and crack-
ling to life with our sig-
nature cheeky humour. 

The social reels gen-
erated a massive 2.1 
million views, with an 
average watch-through 
time on Instagram that 
was more than three 
times our previous so-
cial influencer content 
– a new high for us.

Expect to see Colin 
and Nonna return for us 
later in 2025.

Strategic partnerships 
further amplified our 
message. 

We joined forces with 
Gravox and Campbells 
and harnessed strong re-
lationships with major 
retailers, butchers and 
foodservice distributors 
to create an integrated 
customer journey from 
inspiration to purchase 
and how-to-cook guides.

Early campaign 
tracking results were 

encouraging, with 
consumer agreement 
that pork and ham 
were ‘always served at 
Christmas’ up 7 percent 
and 6 percent points re-
spectively.

And Coles reported 
increases in roast pork 
and total pork volume 
sales when comparing 
December 2024 with 
December 2023.

As we look ahead for 
2025, we’re focused on 
building on this mo-
mentum.

In February, we’ll 
begin the next phase of 
the ‘Get some pork on 
your fork’ campaign to 
increase demand and 
sales of pork in stir fry, 
with integrated efforts 
from advertising, PR 
and social influencers 
to aligned retailer and 
foodservice activity.

In March, we’ll launch 
an innovative new part-
nership with the Nine 
Network to help us 
spark public conversa-

tion and lift awareness 
that most ham and bacon 
on shelves is made from 
imported meat and not 
Australian, as is com-
monly presumed. 

Check the label!
And overseas, we’re 

excited to be supporting 
fresh Australian pork 
exports to Singapore. 

A retail poster cam-
paign is about to begin, 
running for eight weeks 
across 172 sites and dig-
ital screens outside Sin-
gapore’s major retailers. 

‘Flown in fresh, full 
of flavour’ is the head-
line, alongside our Aus-
tralian Pork logo and 
eye-catching pig with 

cape icon, animating in 
flight. 

Media support in this 
important export market 
will be ongoing.

With all this and more 
in the works, it’s set to 
be an exciting year. 

Bring on 2025! 
Rob Farmer
APL CMO

A crackling Christmas and exciting new year
* from P1

THE Australian Meat 
Industry Council has 
released an updated 
version of the stand-
ards and implemen-
tation guide for the 
Australian Livestock 
Processing Industry 
Animal Welfare Cer-
tification System.

AAWCS is not regu-
lated by government. 

It is an independently 
audited certification 
program used by live-
stock processors to 
demonstrate compli-
ance with the industry 

best practice animal 
welfare standards from 
receival of livestock to 
the point of humane 
processing.

One key change to 
the updated standards 
is a mandatory require-
ment for video surveil-
lance and monitoring. 

For pigs this means 
video monitoring of 
pigs entering and ex-
iting the gondola where 
a controlled atmos-
phere stunning system 
is used. 

Under the updated 

AAWCS, there is no 
requirement for video 
surveillance inside the 
gondola.

Compliance with 
these updated stand-
ards will come into 
effect from January 1, 
2026 for all certified 
AAWCS processing 
establishments. 

For more information 
on the AAWCS pro-
gram, visit the AMIC 
website, aawcs.com.au 

Australian Pork  
Limited

Updated welfare standards for processing
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MAXIMIZE EFFICIENCY, MINIMIZE LABOR AND MORTALITIES

1     STREAMLINE WORKFORCE EFFICIENCIES

2     EMPOWER EMPLOYEE ENGAGEMENT

3     ENSURE HIGH-QUALITY PIG CARE

    HELPING TEAMS SOLVE PROBLEMS, GROW TOGETHER,  
AND ACHIEVE THEIR FULL POTENTIAL

  

Distributed by Apiam Animal Health
For further information contact: Shaun Welsh  0400 672 418  

SCAN ME

PROTECT YOUR SWINE FROM FLIES & MOZZIES THIS SUMMER

BUY ONLINE WITH  
MASSIVE SAVINGS ON  
FLY & MOZZIE PRODUCTS
SWAT 5L $495 GST Inc

SALE PRICE $440 GST Inc

®

PROSWINE.COM.AU/BUZZ-OFF
VIEW THE FULL RANGE & BUY NOW @

SCAN ME

SAVE

 
$45

 Updated welfare standards for processing
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Together, 
Let’s Prove the 
Power of Partnership.

Distributed in Australia by:

Something powerful happens when shared 
expertise, care and nutritional performance 
come together. Suddenly, obstacles feel 
more like growth opportunities. That is the 
transformational power of partnership.

Zinpro® Availa® Sow helps build more 
productive sows and gilts with improved 
reproduction, better efficiency and increased 
longevity. It has also been shown to reduce 
lameness and has a positive impact on the 
cost of production. Experience the power of 
partnering with Zinpro®.

03 5429 2411
www.feedworks.com.au

HAM, December and 
Christmas just happen 
to go together.

So too does ham, Jan-
uary and the new year 
– for leftover Christmas 
ham at least.

Such a versatile 
product that keeps so 
well for so long.

I was eating and en-
joying my annual 
D’Orsogna Premium 
Leg Ham well into mid-
January.

Ham also happens 
to ‘come to life’ again 
in some households at 
Easter. 

More on that below.
Curious as to the many 

and varied traditions 
associated with ham, 
especially at Christmas, 
I did a quick ‘Google’ – 
as one does – and here 
are a few slices of what 
I discovered.

The tradition of 
eating ham is thought 
to have evolved from 
the Germanic pagan 
ritual of sacrificing a 
wild boar, known as a 
sonargöltr, to the Norse 
god Freyr during har-
vest festivals. 

Freyr was the god of 
fertility, harvest and 
boars. 

Paganism also offered 
many traditions for 
Christianity, including 
Christmas trees. 

And so, the tradition 

of the Christmas ham 
was born.

The preserving of 
pork legs as ham has 
a long history, with 
traces of production of 
cured ham among the 
Etruscan civilisation 
known in the fifth and 
sixth century BC. 

Cato the Elder wrote 
about the “salting of 
hams” in his De Agri 
Cultura tome around 
160 BC.

Ham has long been a 
star of the table, with 
some historians sug-
gesting that the pig was 
a symbol of good luck 
in pre-Christian Euro-
pean traditions. 

The love for a 
Christmas ham dinner 
arrived in America with 
the pilgrims, becoming 
particularly popular in 
the US south, where pig 
farming flourished.

A traditional Christmas 
ham is usually ham on 
the bone – either a shank 

or a slightly larger leg cut. 
The meat from bone-

in hams is usually more 
flavoursome and juicier 
than that from a bone-
less cut.

A Christmas ham, 
or Yule ham, is a 
ham often served for 
Christmas dinner or 
during Yule in northern 
Europe and the Anglo-
sphere. 

The style of prepara-
tion varies widely by 
place and time.

Ham holds symbolic 
significance for many 
people during Easter. 

As a rich indulgent 
meat, it can represent 
the celebration of new 
life and the end of the 
Lenten season, during 
which many Christians 
abstain from certain 
luxuries.

So, no matter what you 
plated up at Christmas, 
I simply hope you en-
joyed it shared with 
family and friends. 

Cant
Comment  

by BRENDON CANT

Hamming it up for Christmas and beyond

Ham bags splashed with water and 
vinegar are essential for keeping 
Christmas ham a little longer. 

A summer delight, ham with potato 
and egg salad.

Leftover ham goes with almost any-
thing – in this case, leftover Indian 
vindaloo curry.

Ready to carve, delicious D’Orsogna 
on-the-bone leg ham.

Maybe a slightly overcooked 
Christmas porchetta, yet it made for 
great crackling.

D’Orsogna Premium Leg Ham 
Lightly Smoked with the bone 
in – simply bellissimo. Makes the 
author’s Christmas Day and beyond 
every year.

http://porknews.com.au
http://www.feedworks.com.au
mailto:david.sherwood@ew-nutrition.com
https://ew-nutrition.com
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FOLLOWING on 
from the huge suc-
cess of the 50 percent 
discount factory sub-
sidised 6” trash pump 
deal, Aussie Pumps 
has now introduced a 
similar deal for its big 
4” self-priming pump.

Aussie Pumps chief 
engineer John Hales 
said: “We know that 
self-priming is the key 
and are working on re-
placing submersibles in 
piggeries all over Aus-
tralia.”

The good news for 
piggery operators is 
these heavy-duty cast-
iron 4” semi trash 
pumps will move over 
2000 litres of water per 
minute and will draw 
through a vertical lift of 
6m on the suction line. 

Heads are good too.
The B4XR-A model – 

Aussie’s most popular 
4” pump – has 32m ver-
tical lift. 

The engineering team 
keep improving these 
products.

The latest configura-
tion of this self-priming 
centrifugal trash pump 
is with a 316 stainless-
steel impeller and tung-
sten carbide viton seal. 

The pump also fea-
tures a front clean-
out port that makes it 
easy to clear chokes 
promptly without any 
fuss.

The new pumps are 
available with either 15 
or 11kW motors.

“The performance is 
similar but the 15kW 
motor gives a little 
more grunt,” Mr Hales 
said.
Piggeries special 
price

These pumps are sup-
plied in a wide range of 
applications, including 
the 316 stainless-steel 
complete pump end 
versions for mining. 

“The 15kW B4XR-A/
ST has a list price of 
$9695,” Mr Hales said.

“The factory is subsi-
dising special discounts 
to authentic piggery op-
erators for only $8480 
each. 

“That special price 
concession is really all 
about a thank you to the 
pork industry for the 
support it has given us 
and also an indication 
of our admiration for 
the people who work in 
the sector.”

Over the past 30 
years, Aussie Pumps 
has worked consistently 
with some of Austral-
ia’s leading pork pro-
ducers. 

“It’s not only the trash 
pumps we were able 
to supply that were so 
popular but also our 
heavy-duty profes-
sional pressure cleaner 
units,” Mr Hales said.

“These petrol, diesel 

and electric motor drive 
versions are available 
in a stainless-steel 
trolley frame with four 
wheels that are robust 
and ergonomic. 

“The designs are 
particularly occupa-
tional health and safety 
friendly, with no sharps.

“What we’ve at-
tempted to do is to 
listen, learn and apply 
what we have learned 
from working with pig-
gery operators. 

“Our motto is, we 
design and build ma-
chines as if we were 
going to use them our-
selves.”

Further informa-
tion is available from 
Aussie Pumps’ dealers 
throughout Australia – 
aussiepumps.com.au 

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285. 
®Ingelvac CircoFLEX is a registered trademark of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AU-POR-0029-2021

Your trusted partner

More than 10 years of 
experience with more data 

than any comparable vaccine

When you demand 
performance, 

 turn to the product 
you trust

� Selontra® Soft Bait will deliver outstanding 
control even under high pest pressure while 
protecting non-target animals wherever  
they might be at risk.

� Storm® Secure remains as cost-effective, 
durable and dependable as ever and 
Storm® Soft Bait offers the same potency 
with a new level of palatability.

Storm  Soft Bait

Distributed by

www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au

For more information,visit pest-control.basf.com.au 
or contact CCD Animal Health on 1300 791 009  
ccdsales@ccdanimalhealth.com.au

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS.

© Copyright BASF 2023 ® Registered trademark of BASF.  213735 04.2023

Rodenticide  
solutions for  
every situation...

Aussie’s bargain trash pumps

Take advantage of 
Aussie Pumps’ special 
deals on 4” cast-iron 
semi-trash self-prim-
ing pumps.
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*To reduce lung lesions 
Fostera Gold PCV MH contains inactivated recombinant chimeric porcine circovirus type 1 
containing the porcine circovirus type 2a open reading frame 2 (ORF2) protein, inactivated 
recombinant chimeric porcine circovirus type 1 containing the porcine circovirus type 2b 
(ORF2) protein and inactivated Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae strain.

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 94 156 476 425. Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138. 
© 2024 Zoetis Inc. All rights reserved. ZL1958B
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 Y O U R 
P R O T E C T I O N

T H E  O N LY 
vaccines with 

T WO  P C V 2 
G E N OT Y P E S 

protecting against 
PCV2a, PCV2b 

& PCV2d* 

UNIQUE FORMULATION SINGLE OR SPLIT DOSE

T H R E A T S 
A D A P T . . .
T H R E A T S 
A D A P T . . .

The conference offers insights into successful feral pig management. Photo: Local Land Services 
Murray

DON’T miss out.
The National Feral 

Pig Conference 
2025 – being held on 
March 24-26, 2025 at 
the Mantra on View 
Surfers Paradise – is 
quickly approaching. 

Conference delegates 
will be welcomed to 
Queensland by Min-
ister for Primary In-
dustries Tony Perrett.

This year’s confer-
ence will focus on pro-
viding delegates with 
practical information 
to enable feral pig man-
agement to be more ef-
fective, and how this 
can be achieved. 

An exciting line-up 
of invited speakers has 
been assembled, sup-
ported by 29 submitted 
abstracts addressing 
the conference theme 
‘Getting the fundamen-
tals right’. 

After an over-
whelming response 
to the call for ab-
stracts, the conference 
opening, Welcome 
to Country and ple-
nary keynote session 
will now be held on 
Monday March 24, im-
mediately prior to the 
welcome function.

We are thrilled that 
Professor Jim Hone 
from the University 
of Canberra accepted 
our invitation to be the 
conference’s keynote 
speaker. 

Jim will address the 
topic ‘Managing feral 
pig damage for produc-
tion and biodiversity’ 
and discuss how the 
relationship between 
management effort and 
outcomes can be dem-
onstrated.

Two sessions will be 
devoted to addressing 
benefits to land man-
agers from effective 
feral pig coordination 
and collaboration. 

Various state and re-
gional coordinators 
from across Australia 
will present details of 
their programs, the 

importance of relation-
ships and how these 
coordinated programs 
are reducing feral pig 
impacts. 

Our invited speakers 
are Local Land Ser-
vices NSW feral pig 
coordinator Bec Grey, 
NAILSMA Queens-
land senior project 
coordinator Dr Angie 
Reid and Western Aus-
tralia’s Central Wheat-
belt Biosecurity As-
sociation executive of-
ficer Linda Vernon. 

They will be joined by 
Darling Downs South 
West Queensland feral 
pig program coordi-
nator John Scriven – 
one of the five Queens-
land regional coordi-
nators funded through 
Queensland Feral Pest 
Initiative Round 8a – 
on a discussion panel to 
provide delegates with 
further insights on the 
value, challenges and 
opportunities to land 
managers when feral 
pig management pro-
grams are conducted 
on a landscape-scale 
cross tenure basis. 

The importance of 
establishing trust and 
engaging the com-
munity to enable feral 
pig management to be 
more effective to re-
duce their impacts will 
be covered by Local 
Land Services Murray 
regional pest coordi-
nator John Nolan. 

His presentation is 
one of two by invited 
speakers discussing the 
session theme ‘Har-
nessing people power’. 

A discussion panel 
will be held to gain 

land manager perspec-
tives on how to engage 
land managers to work 
together in coordinated 
ways, understand some 
of the key drivers that 
bring them together 
and how to maintain 
their involvement.

During feral pig man-
agement activities, car-
cass disposal may pose 
considerable logistical 
and biosecurity chal-
lenges. 

Ausvet executive con-
sultant Dr Brendan 
Cowled and Depart-
ment of Primary In-
dustries Biosecurity 
Queensland senior 
principal veterinarian 
Rebecca Ambrose 
will discuss this topic 
in relation to environ-
mentally persistent vi-
ruses, such as African 
swine fever virus and 
foot-and-mouth disease 
virus.

Outcomes from their 
work investigating 
whether natural decom-
position above ground 
under Australian con-
ditions through the 
‘destroy and let lie’ 
method can achieve 
ASFV and FMDV in-
activation thresholds 
will be presented.

Centre of Excellence 
for Biosecurity Risk 
Analysis Associate 
Professor Richard 
Bradhurst will present 
results from a recently 
completed Australian 
Pork Limited funded 
project conducted by 
Madeline Oberin, as 
part of her PhD, to un-
derstand disease trans-
mission risks between 
feral and domestic pigs 

using camera traps, de-
velop a methodology to 
allow pork producers to 
assess the likelihood of 
feral pig encounters at 
commercial piggeries 
and optimise camera 
trap surveillance de-
sign for industry use. 

These results pro-
vided the first large-
scale data-driven in-
sights into potential 
interactions between 
feral and domestic pigs 
in Australia. 

Key outcomes from 
this project – including 
how these may sup-
port APIQ Voluntary 
Enhanced Biosecurity 
Standards ASF in rela-
tion to feral pig expo-
sure assessment – will 
be presented in a future 
article in this publica-
tion. 

Richard will also dis-
cuss recent work being 
undertaken to extend 
the Australian Animal 
Disease Spread Model 
to produce a decision 
support tool to enable 
the potential role of 
feral pigs in an FMD 
incursion to be as-
sessed. 

It also aims to assess 
regional and seasonal 
influences on the role 
of feral pigs in a foot-
and-mouth disease 
outbreak and the po-
tential benefits of feral 
pig culling as part of 
an FMD control pro-
gram. 

E p i d e m i o l o g i c a l 
models such as AADIS 
can assist in the forma-
tion of policy for emer-
gency animal diseases 
such as ASF and FMD, 
especially when local 
data does not exist and 
field studies are not 
possible or practical.

The preliminary pro-
gram is available by 
scanning the relevant 
QR code below – note 
the timings are subject 
to change.

The National Feral 
Pig Conference 2025 

Getting feral pig fundamentals right

by HEATHER CHANNON
National Feral Pig

Management Coordinator

* continued P7
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THE JBS Australian 
Dinmore operation is 
the largest beef pro-
cessing plant in the 
southern hemisphere, 
and the plant is the 
largest employer in Ip-
swich. 

The plant naturally 
uses a large number of 
varied pumps.

Some time ago it was 
having reliability prob-
lems with an end-suction 
centrifugal pump on a 
cattle yard run-off ap-
plication. 

Because of large sus-
pended solids in the 
fluid, the centrifugal 
pump struggled with 
choking and also, be-
cause it relied on a foot 
valve to keep the suction 
line primed, was prone 
to losing prime if a solid 
caught in that foot valve. 

It wasn’t an easy appli-
cation – the wastewater 

pump was delivering 
20l/s at a pressure of 
800kPa because of the 
long discharge line it 
was pumping through.

Not only that, it was 
also on a suction lift in 
excess of 5m.
The options

After a site inspection 
and hydraulic analysis 
of the system, Hydro In-
novations suggested the 
plant look at a Gorman-
Rupp VS3A60-B, which 
is the only two stage self-
priming solids-handling 
centrifugal pump on the 
market. 

The self-priming pump 
is of cast-iron construc-
tion, with a large inspec-
tion cover to allow ac-
cess to pump internals 
for inspection and ser-
vice. 

It is capable of han-
dling spherical solids 
up to 63mm in diameter 

and internal clearance 
adjustments can be done 
in minutes, allowing op-
erators to keep the pump 
at peak operating effi-
ciency for the life of the 
asset. 

This self-priming 
pump is also an excellent 
primer and re-primer, 
which means it cannot 
lose its prime, even if 
solids get caught in the 
system.

The VS360-B is part 
of a ‘family’ of Gorman-
Rupp high-performance 
high-head self-priming 
wastewater pumps that 
can deliver flows from 
10l/s through to 120l/s, 
and heads to 95m. 

These Gorman Rupp 
pumps all have replace-
able self-cleaning wear 
plates to assist in han-
dling stringy materials 
such as rags and gloves 
and can operate on suc-

tion lifts up to 7.6m. 
Being self-priming 

pumps, they are much 
safer to maintain than 
submersible sludge 
pumps because opera-
tors do not have to work 
over water or with cranes 
and heavy swinging 
weights.
The solution

The self-priming pump 
was duly installed and 
has operated with min-
imal operator interven-
tion for the past six years. 

The large solids han-
dling capacity solved the 
choking issues and, be-
cause the pump does not 
need a foot valve or any 
other ‘add-on’ priming 
device, it is an extremely 
reliable self-primer.

To find out more call 
Hydro Innovations on 02 
9898 1800 or email us at 
info@hydroinnovations.
com.au 

sales@HydroInnovations.com.au
www.HydroInnovations.com.au   

RELIABLE & SIMPLE 
WATER AERATION

Before After

Much safer and much easier to maintain.

Gorman-Rupp pump solves choking issues

The Gorman-Rupp VS3A60-B pump has operated 
with minimal operator intervention for the past 
six years.

is the perfect op-
portunity for those 
dealing with feral 
pig impacts across 
Australia to come to-
gether to:

• Share how dif-
ferent management 
approaches are being 
used to control feral 
pig populations and 
lessons learned

• Demonstrate ben-
efits flowing from 
working in coordi-
nated and collabora-
tive ways

• Learn from others 
on how land managers 
are being supported 
to participate in local 
community-led man-
agement activities

• Discover how in-
sights from routine 
monitoring and new 
and existing technol-
ogies can optimise 
the success of feral 
pig management pro-
grams.

For more details 
and to register, visit 

the National Feral 
Pig Conference 2025 
webpage by scanning 
the relevant QR code 
below.

Opportunities to 
sponsor the confer-
ence are welcomed 
and further details 
are provided in the 
Conference Sponsor-
ship Prospectus, scan 
the relevant QR code 
below. 

For questions re-
lated to the confer-
ence or to discuss 
feral pig manage-
ment issues, con-
tact me on Heather.
Channon@feralpigs.
com.au or 0423 056 
045. 

Getting feral pig 
fundamentals right

Scan for the prelimi-
nary program.

Scan for conference 
details and to regis-
ter.

Scan for conference 
sponsorship pro-
spectus.

* from P6
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HAVING joined Aus-
tralian Pork Limited in 
2024, I am incredibly 
proud of the strides it 
has made in advancing 
the industry through 
targeted research and 
innovation.

The team’s recent pro-
gress and achievements 
work to strengthen our 
industry’s future, while 
pushing boundaries 
across our key focus 
areas. 

Our animal welfare 
initiatives have yielded 
particularly promising 
results. 

Our research into non-
straw enrichment for 
pre-farrowing sows has 
provided Coles’ APIQ-
accredited producers 
with valuable alterna-
tives that maintain excel-
lent farrowing outcomes. 

We’ve also gained cru-
cial insights into com-
mercial floor space uti-
lisation, demonstrating 
how pigs naturally 
‘grow into their space’ 
throughout their devel-

opment cycle, under-
standing tail biting in 
pigs and humane stun-
ning methods for pigs. 

The update of our 
ProHand Pig Abattoir 
program represents an-
other significant step 
forward, building on its 
successful adoption to 
enhance the relationship 
between people and pigs 
across our processing fa-
cilities.

Environmental sus-
tainability achievements 
continue to make waves. 

We have made signifi-
cant progress in manure 
management through our 
work on short hydraulic 
retention time systems, 
providing producers 
with practical guidance 
for reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

In a first for our in-
dustry, we’ve quantified 
veterinary plastic usage 
at 58 tonnes annually, 
establishing a crucial 
baseline for future waste 
reduction initiatives. 

The imminent release 
of both updated ‘Na-
tional Environmental 
Guidelines for Indoor 
Piggeries’ and ‘Rota-
tional Outdoor Pig-
geries’ will further 
support our industry’s 
proactive environmental 
stewardship.

On the biosecurity 
front, we are continu-
ously taking proactive 
steps to protect our in-
dustry and contribute to 
national biosecurity pre-

paredness through con-
tinued engagement and 
relationship building at 
a Federal Government 
level – pushing back the 
borders. 

We have been instru-
mental in developing 
site-specific African 
swine fever incident ac-
tion plans for Australia’s 
export-registered pig 
abattoirs, representing a 
significant advancement 
in our preparedness. 

We are also making 
steady progress on Japa-
nese encephalitis virus 
monitoring and vaccine 
development, working 
closely with industry 
and human health de-
partments. 

The ongoing collabora-
tion with the University 
of Queensland on JEV 
vaccine development, 
though progressing 
gradually, demonstrates 
our commitment to long-
term solutions for in-
dustry challenges.

Our commitment to 
product quality has led 
to valuable findings in 
intramuscular fat content 
and its relationship to 
eating quality. 

This research has pro-
vided us with important 
benchmarks for Aus-
tralian pork and deeper 
insights into the factors 
influencing consumer 
satisfaction. 

The development of 
new shelf-life prediction 
tools for vacuum-packed 
fresh pork promises to 

further reduce waste and 
improve supply chain ef-
ficiency, with initial re-
sults suggesting longer 
shelf-life than previously 
predicted.

I am particularly ex-
cited about our progress 
in digital innovation, in-
cluding the development 
of PigPass 2.0. 

Progressing into 2025, 
this new app – sup-
ported by Department 
of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry funding – 
will overhaul our real-
time animal movement 
tracking capabilities. 

The extensive stake-
holder consultation pro-
cess – involving over 60 
industry participants – 
has ensured that this tool 
will meet the practical 
needs of our industry 
and prove invaluable in 
the event of an emer-
gency animal disease 
outbreak. 

Cost of production re-
mains a key focus area, 
with ongoing projects 
aimed at improving gilt 
productivity, piglet via-
bility and weaner perfor-
mance during the critical 
transition period. 

These initiatives, com-
bined with other APL 
research programs, dem-
onstrate our broader ap-
proach to industry ad-
vancement.

Looking ahead into 
2025, our newly restruc-
tured team is well-po-
sitioned to support the 
industry’s 2025-2030 
strategic objectives. 

As part of our ongoing 
efforts, in 2024, APL – 
in collaboration with the 
Australasian Pork Re-
search Institute Limited 
– developed an inaugural 
green paper through the 
Pork Industry Insight 
Panel to guide the indus-
try’s future direction. 

Led by chief scientist 
for the pork industry Dr 
John Pluske, the paper 

identifies key challenges 
and opportunities, with a 
focus on disease control, 
biosecurity, social license 
and workforce shortages. 

The document will also 
inform the research, in-
novation and extension 
direction of APL’s 2025-
2030 strategic plan, bal-
ancing practices with 
economic viability to en-
sure a sustainable and in-
novative future for Aus-
tralian pork production. 

The integration of 
APL’s extension team 
with research and inno-
vation will enhance our 
ability to disseminate 
research outcomes more 
effectively. 

While we are currently 
recruiting for two new 
positions – extension 
manager and officer – 
our collaboration with 
APRIL on an industry 
extension strategy dem-
onstrates our ongoing 
commitment to maxim-
ising the impact of our 
industry research invest-
ments.

Our dedicated research 
and innovation program 
managers – Dr Rebecca 
Athorn (farming and 
welfare), Tim Morley-
Sattler (environment 
and sustainability), Dr 
Vaibhav Gole (integrity 
and quality) and Dr Ray-
mond Chia (health and 
biosecurity) – continue 
to drive progression and 
innovation in their re-
spective areas. 

Their expertise and 
commitment ensure that 
APL maintains a com-
prehensive approach to 
industry challenges and 
opportunities.

Moving forward into 
2025, I am confident 
that our collaborative ap-
proach to research, inno-
vation and extension will 
continue to deliver valu-
able outcomes for our 
producers and supply 
chain. 

■ Farrowing and weaner crates, 
growers and baconer pens. ■ Feed 
hopper with stainless steel trough.

■ Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap; 
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and 
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Excellent quality 
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.  Straight Farrowing Crate.

Ph (02) 6644 6065
Mobile 0437 431 901 | Email sales@vereyken.com.au 

2 Clark Rd, Junction Hill • PO Box 421, Grafton NSW 2460

Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
 ABN 11 003 543 548                 Mobile: 0437 431 901 

Victoria: Ben Slots  Phone: (03) 9462 4266 
Freecall: 1800 999 245   Mobile: 0418 388 842

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST

Ph: 08 8359 1588 E: sales@titanfan.com.au
MADE IN AUSTRALIA FOR AUSTRALIAN CONDITIONS SINCE 1990

LOCALLY manufactured at Titan’s factory 12-14  Kenworth Rd,  
Gepps Cross, South Australia 5094

ORIGINAL Stir Fan available ON/OFF 1ph/3ph

NEW

Stir Fan 
FH800/0.37kw/4 blade/1ph/3ph EC (variable speed  200 rpm – 1000 rpm)

APL research into non-straw enrichment for 
pre-farrowing sows has provided Coles’ APIQ-
accredited producers with valuable alternatives 
that maintain excellent farrowing outcomes.

Research, innovation and extension review shows results

The new PigPass 2.0 will overhaul real-time ani-
mal movement tracking capabilities.

Industry Advances
by REBECCA MORRISON
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mailto:sales@titanfan.com.au
mailto:sales@vereyken.com.au


Australian Pork Newspaper, February 2025 – Page 9www.porknews.com.au

www.stockyardindustries.com

In conjunction with Big Dutchman, Stockyard Industries provides 
a hassle-free complete solution for your upgrade or renovation, 
with in-house design, building, installation and technical servicing.

SPECIALIST IN  
RENOVATION UPGRADE

For more information, contact Cam Ross - Sales Manager  
on 0488 045 388 or cameron@stockyardindustries.com
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IN recognition of his 
exceptional contribu-
tion to the veterinary 
and tertiary education 
sectors, Dr Kit Parke 
was awarded life mem-
bership of the Queens-
land Pig Consultancy 
Group at the annual 
general meeting held in 
December 2024. 

This award was testa-
ment to Kit’s decades 
of service to the pig in-
dustry and his enduring 
influence on both the 
academic and practical 
aspects of veterinary sci-
ence.

Kit’s journey with the 
QPCG began at its in-

ception in 1993, when a 
small group of industry 
professionals gathered 
with a shared mission to 
create a forum for the ex-
change of views, knowl-
edge and experiences. 

As one of the group’s 
founding members, chair 
from 1998-2002 and reg-
ular committee member, 
Kit has played an impor-
tant role in shaping the 
influence of QPCG and 
the benefits it imparts to 
pig producers in Queens-
land and beyond.

In the early days of 
his career, Kit worked 
in rural veterinary prac-
tices in Roma and Dalby, 
Queensland. 

In 1983, he moved 
to Atherton in north 
Queensland to take on 
the role of veterinary of-
ficer with the Queens-
land Department of Pri-
mary Industries. 

His principal respon-
sibility was tackling the 
eradication of tubercu-
losis and brucellosis 
from extensive beef 
cattle herds in the region, 
an important project for 
Queensland’s beef in-
dustry.

It was in Atherton and 
through his interactions 
with local pig producers 
that Kit developed an in-
terest in pig health and 
production – a field that 
would soon become his 
true calling. 

This new interest led 
him to pursue a Master 
of Science degree at 
James Cook Univer-
sity in Townsville re-
searching porcine par-
vovirus.

In 1990, Kit’s career 
took another step when 
he was transferred by the 
DPI to Toowoomba. 

There he continued 
his work with the pig 
industry, investigating 
antimicrobial residues in 
pig meat. 

His involvement in the 
development of the ‘Do 
it right’ pig medication 
program – which was 
adopted nationwide – led 
to improved medication 
practices across the in-
dustry. 

He coordinated the 
Queensland arm of the 
national Pig Health 

Monitoring Scheme, an 
initiative that brought to-
gether producers, veteri-
narians and researchers 
in the shared goal of im-
proving pig health.

After leaving the DPI 
in 1995, Kit transitioned 
to the corporate sector 
as a technical sales rep-
resentative for Elanco 
Animal Health. 

In 1998, with strong 
support from pig pro-
ducers on the Darling 
Downs, Kit launched his 
own veterinary practice, 
which would serve as 
the foundation for future 
ventures.

In 2004, Kit expanded 
his horizons by going 
into partnership with 
colleagues from the pig 
industry to create IAS 
Management Services 
and Techvet Animal 
Health. 

This was a time of 
further growth, with Kit 
taking on additional re-
sponsibilities as an APIQ 
auditor and facilitator. 

He also began teaching 
part-time at the Uni-
versity of Queensland’s 
School of Veterinary 
Science, a role that 
would grow to become a 
central part of his career 
in the years to come.

In 2008, Kit took the 
leap into full-time aca-
demia at UQ, a position 
he held until the end of 
2020. 

As a lecturer, Kit in-
spired the next gen-
eration of veterinarians, 
sharing not only his 
scientific knowledge but 

also his passion for vet-
erinary science and his 
practical knowledge of 
the pork industry. 

Kit’s contributions ex-
tended far beyond the 
classroom, his research 
initiatives took him to 
Vietnam, the Philippines 
and Timor-Leste where 
he worked on projects 
aimed at enhancing pig 
production for small-
holder farms through re-
search and development 
initiatives. 

By 2021, Kit found 
himself ready for a new 
challenge. 

He joined Scolexia, the 
animal and avian health 
consultancy, as an in-
tensive livestock veteri-
narian, working along-
side Dr Josh Timmer in 
Toowoomba. 

Despite this new chal-
lenge, Kit’s inherent pas-
sion for teaching has not 
waned. 

He continues to teach 
and inspire future vet-
erinarians, sharing his 
wealth of scientific and 
practical knowledge 
with students at the Uni-
versity of Queensland’s 
Gatton campus and 
James Cook University 
in Townsville. 

In addition to his vet-
erinary responsibili-
ties, Kit has engaged 
in applied research for 
Scolexia, blending his 
scientific and practical 
expertise with his dedi-
cation to advancing vet-
erinary science. 
Sara Willis
QPCG Chair

100%  
NATURAL

TOXIN  
BINDER

NO  
ANTIBIOTICS

SCIENTIFICALLY 
REVIEWED

• 100% natural, made in  
New Zealand

• Safe for use in all young  
& adult animals

• BioGro certified input  
for organics

A registered toxin binder  that offers 
year-round natural, mycotoxin support 
for poultry, pigs, cattle, goats and sheep.

THE ORIGINAL - 
MYCOTOXIN BINDER

TM

To organise samples or a quote,  
call Paul on 0400 006 065 or  
email paul.buffey@bpmnz.co.nz

SCAN HERE 
FOR MORE 
PRODUCT 

INFORMATION

AVAILABLE
25KG  |  BULK

OPTIMATE is a 100 
percent natural feed 
additive designed to 
serve as an effective 
mycotoxin binder 
for various livestock, 
including pigs and 
poultry. 

Its primary function 
is to mitigate the ad-
verse effects of afla-
toxins, thereby pro-
moting better health 
and productivity in 
animals.
Key features of Op-
timate
Natural composition

Optimate is entirely 
natural and free from 
antibiotics, making it 
a safe choice for inclu-
sion in animal diets.
ACVM registration

It holds an agricul-
tural compound or 
veterinary medicine 
registration as a toxin 
binder, ensuring its ef-
ficacy and safety for 
use across multiple 
species – A011800 in 
New Zealand.
Organic certification

Optimate is BioGro 
certified as an input 
for organic farming, 
aligning with sustain-
able and organic agri-
cultural practices.
Benefits for pork 
and poultry

Incorporating Opti-
mate into the diets of 

pigs and poultry can 
lead to several advan-
tages.
Enhanced health

By binding my-
cotoxins, Optimate 
helps reduce their 
negative impact, sup-
porting overall animal 
health.
Improved produc-
tivity

Healthier animals 
are more likely to 
exhibit better growth 
rates and feed con-
version ratios, con-
tributing to increased 
productivity.
Safety assurance

Optimate is intended 
for use in feed that 
meets industry stand-
ards for animal feed-
stuffs and is not de-
signed to modify feed 
with unacceptably 
high levels of myco-
toxin contaminants.

Optimate offers a 
natural and certified 
solution for managing 
mycotoxin risks in 
pork and poultry pro-
duction, supporting 
the health and perfor-
mance of livestock.

Contact Paul Buffey 
on 0400 006 065 or 
email paul.buffey@
bpmnz.co.nz for more 
information or for 
your free sample bag. 

Mycotoxin binder from 
Blue Pacific Minerals

Dr Kit Parke was awarded life membership of 
QPCG, pictured with the author, in recognition of 
his exceptional contribution to the pork industry 
and veterinary science.

Dr Kit Parke awarded life membership of QPCG
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mailto:paul.buffey@bpmnz.co.nz
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FOLLOWING is a re-
joinder to the Letter to 
the Editor from Andree 
Rowntree published in 
Australian Pork News-
paper Vol 29 No 1 Jan-
uary 2025. 

This rejoinder responds 
to the various questions 
and thoughts posed by 
Andree Rowntree in re-
lation to the SunPork’s 
Frontiers in Veterinary 
Science study ‘A five 
domains assessment of 
sow welfare in a novel 
free farrowing system’ 
and the maternity ring 
feature on ABC’s Land-
line program.

The research to de-
velop the maternity 
ring farrowing system 
that spanned 10 years 
was undertaken to en-
sure a viable alternative 
to farrowing crates in 
commercial production 
systems. 

The maternity ring was 
designed with careful 
thought and considera-
tion for the sow, piglet 
and stockperson’s well-
being. 

We are working our 
way to getting this 
significant body of re-
search peer reviewed 
and published.

To the first point: There 
were only 171 sows in the 
study and of those only 
about 30 were filmed.

This is a very small 
group on which to base 
decisions or describe as 
‘robust’ science.

The sample size used 
for behavioural observa-
tions in the maternity 
ring manuscript is ad-
equate – the sample size 
used was determined 
using statistical power 
factor analysis based on 
the parameters being as-
sessed. 

The results presented 
were statistically signifi-
cant and hence accepted 
for publication.

To the second point: 
The study was con-
ducted over only two 
short periods, both in 
summer.

Winter usually has 
higher pre-wean mor-
talities.

Incorrect. 
This is absolutely the 

opposite in free far-
rowing systems. 

Summer is worse be-
cause you cannot get 
piglets to use the creep 
(stay in the creep), re-
sulting in more overlays 
and higher mortality. 

This is supported by 
numerous studies con-
ducted in Australia. 

To the third point: The 
sows and piglets in the 
maternity ring crates 
had two heat sources – 
a lamp and a mat for 
piglets, whereas the pig-
lets in farrowing crates 
had only one source of 
heat – a lamp. 

Additional manage-
ment practices used 
for the maternity ring 
crates make the study a 

bit unbalanced.
A light was used in the 

MR, not a lamp. 
But yes, MR had a heat 

mat and crates a heat 
lamp. 

We now know that ac-
tually, the lamps in the 
crates are better! 

So, we no longer use 
the mats in current pro-
totypes.

To the fourth point: 
The group in farrowing 
crates are reported to 
have 70 percent with 
udder damage on 
leaving the crate.

I am not aware of 
udder damage to any-
where near 70 percent 
of sows in normal far-
rowing crates. 

We did not think this 
was the case, but you 

will be surprised if you 
take time to inspect sows 
in farrowing crates. 

The reported incidence 
does include minor to 
severe damage. 

The accompanying 
table – taken from So-
rensen et al (2016) using 
larger sample size, 57 
Danish farms – aligns 
with our findings.

To the fifth point: An-
other measure of sow 
welfare included in 
the study were facial 
scratches.

I am not aware of fa-
cial scratches being an 
issue within commercial 
herds.

Again, you will be sur-
prised. 

This feedback is sim-
ilar to that from some of 

our farms, which, after 
we explained walking 
through a farrowing 
shed, is retracted.

We are more than 
happy to share many 
videos of redirected 
nesting behaviours that 
result in the injuries 
scored the day after far-
rowing.

We have an Australa-
sian Pig Science Asso-
ciation paper on facial 
injuries where incidence 
of score > 0 is 60 per-
cent – sciencedirect.
com/science/article/pii/
S2772283X21003484

Accompanying is a 
photo that shows a sow 
with the type of injuries 
measured.

To the sixth point: 
Other measures of wel-

fare used in the study 
– nesting and bar biting 
– are only suggestive 
of welfare issues, ac-
cording to the study.

We disagree. 
There are too many 

publications to list that 
state not allowing the 
sows to nest build re-
sults in stereotypies 
such as bar biting and 
these are accepted wel-
fare issues. 

Stereotypic behav-
iours often develop in 
environments that inde-
pendent evidence shows 
cause poor welfare. 

Thus, the development 
of stereotypies indicates 
that wellbeing has prob-
ably been poor, with 
the animal motivated to 
show a behaviour pat-

tern that it could not 
perform normally or to 
completion.

To the seventh point: 
The study states frus-
tration behaviours were 
not different between 
the groups.

Nor were the presence 
of shoulder sores.

Correct.
To the eight point: Is 

it correct that the sows 
in farrowing crates 
weaned 1.5 extra pigs 
– though these were ex-
cluded from the study 
for being underweight 
and were fostered?

This wasn’t mentioned 
on Landline.

The first paper was 
never intended to measure 
sow productivity, but 
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we have reported this to 
provide context for the 
behavioural assessments. 

The aim of this inves-
tigation was to use the 
Five Domains model 
to assess the welfare 
of sows in a novel free 
farrowing design – ma-
ternity ring – that pre-
serves current sow space 
requirements in com-
parison to those housed 
in a farrowing crate. 

Yes, PWM is an issue 
but becoming less so 
as we learn to manage 
these free farrowing sys-
tems. 

Since conducting this 
work in 2021, we have 
made substantial per-
formance improvements 
and now MR wean ex-
actly the same number 
of piglets as farrowing 
crates. 

A short list of these im-
provements includes the 
actual design of the MR, 
people and sow experi-
ence with the system, 
health status of the herd, 
the way sows are fed and 
a redesign of farrowing 
house procedures. 

The scientific paper 

reporting the perfor-
mance traits of the MR 
compared to a farrowing 
crate will be submitted 
in 2025. 

The design of this ex-
periment does contain 
sufficient sample size 
for statistical compar-
ison, unlike our first 
paper that was designed 
for sow welfare assess-
ment.

To the ninth point: Is it 
correct that piglet mor-
tality was not recorded 
in the study?

Correct.
To the tenth point: I 

understand there are 
a number of further 
research projects un-
derway to see if the re-
sults of this study are 
repeated – I thank you 
in advance for sharing 
the results.

It would be great to 
have access to the re-
sults of previous studies 
too, particularly the 
piglet mortality figures 
of these.

I hope others read the 
study too – it is inter-
esting and quite dif-
ferent to what was re-
ported on Landline.

I do not think the study 
supports the conclusion 
that “sows housed in 
the maternity ring ex-
perience higher animal 
welfare standards than 
those housed in far-
rowing crates” – as per 
page 13 of the research 
document.

The results clearly sup-
port the conclusions. 

We would argue that 
your statement reflects 
your opinion rather than 
being based on any sci-
entific evidence. 

To the eleventh point: 
Further, the measures 
of sow welfare that the 
study states were dif-
ferent between the sys-
tems are not currently 
problems in sow crates, 
so I am not sure that the 
study can reasonably 
conclude that there were 
any significant improve-
ments in sow welfare.

However, it does seem 
that more piglets died 
in the maternity ring 
crates.

The conclusion states 
that the “Results indi-
cated that sows housed 
in the MR had improved 
lactation efficiency, 
more ability to observe 
and interact with the en-
vironment both within 
and outside the pen, 
displayed reduced in-
juries, performed more 
species-specific behav-
iours such as nesting and 
piglet bonding, and ex-
hibited an improved re-
sponse to a startling test. 

This all contributes to 
a substantial improve-
ment in sow welfare, in-
dicating a more positive 
affect when compared 
to sows in farrowing 
crates.”

Given these data, we 
question the logic to dis-
pute the conclusions.

To the twelfth point: 
Again, I thank SunPork 
for sharing the work, 
but it would be mis-
leading to use this study 
as a basis for any wel-
fare claims or change in 
specifications.

And to call it “cage 
free” suggests the rest 
of us keep our pigs in 
cages, which would 
be very insulting and 
should not be sup-
ported.

Theoretically the far-
rowing crate is a cage 
– by definition, “a box or 
enclosure having some 
openwork for confining 
or carrying animals.” 

Caged is the term being 
used to describe far-
rowing crates, whether 
we find this insulting or 
not, and we have no con-
trol over this. 

SunPork refers to 
the maternity ring far-
rowing system as ‘close 
confinement free’, not 
cage free. 
Dr Darryl D’Souza
SunPork Group EGM 
Technical Services
0421 622 900
darryl.dsouza@sun 
porkfarms.com.au
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QUALITY assurance 
was introduced to the 
Australian pig industry 
about 30 years ago.

I was on the pilot pro-
gram.

It was started so that 
we could prove there 
were no antibiotics or 
other drugs in the pig 
meat.

Plus check for any 
foreign objects, such as 
pieces of building mate-
rial.

At the last audit done 
on my farm on July 25, 
2024, I was pulled up 
for not proving – writing 
down – that I was doing 
daily checks in the pig-
gery, for example physi-
cally checking all the 
water nipples.

I need evidence to 
prove these checks in 
case there is a prosecu-
tion.

As the boss of my 
own piggery, I do have a 
system on my farm that 
takes place, but nothing 
is recorded.

The staff on my farm, 
during their morning and 
afternoon walk arounds, 
open and close the shut-
ters, look at every an-
imal, feeder and water 
nipple, and look for dead 
and sick animals.

That is their job.
And every two weeks, 

I also get them to check 
all 500 water nipples in 
the grower and sow pens.

My sow stalls have a 
trough that gets filled 

up when required.
The person in charge of 

farrowing feeds by hand 
and the first thing he 
does, if the sow is not 
eating, is check the water 
nipple.

My weaners on straw 
with the water bowls get 
checked morning and 
night, cleaning out the 
straw if needed.

The requirement when 
moving pigs while in the 
pen is to check the nip-
ples.

No, nothing is recorded 
because, as daily checks, 
this is simply the routine 
on my farm.

So, the results of 
the audit on my farm 
prompts me to ques-
tion where we’re 

heading as an industry.
I can understand a 

big multi-site operation 
having a checklist in 
place.

However, we as pig 
farmers know what it 
takes to produce and 
look after our animals.

For me on my farm, 
I can’t be up at the top 
with the best of them 
in performance, pro-
duce Australia’s best 
pork chop and have fast 
growing pigs if they are 
not being looked after.

It feels as though 
someone – or our APIQ 
system – is telling me 
that, for the past 40 
years, me, my father and 
his father before him, 
were producing pigs 

incorrectly because we 
didn’t record anything.

This also questions 
my skilled piggery farm 
managers. 

Or is our credibility 
and knowledge being 
questioned by the animal 
do-gooder tree-hugging 
he/she/them flag-waving 
vegans?

Why has the APIQ 
come to this?

Recording so much in 
case there’s a prosecu-
tion – from whom will 
it come?

We have our vets who 
know what’s in our 
fridges, there is a vet at 
the abattoir checking the 
pigs and we do an in-
ternal audit – mine is 
usually done by a vet.

For me on my farm, I 
am finding it hard – with 
all the political correct-
ness and what’s involved 
to do something that I 
love.

A 600-sow piggery 
was once a big family 
farm. 

Now my 300 pigs a 
week at the abattoir is 
more of a nuisance.

I can feel all the rules 
and regulations sucking 
the passion out of me.

So, I will record what 
I have to, just to keep 
my APIQ certificate, 
but again, it will mean 
nothing to anyone.

And this leads me 
to ask, since as an in-
dustry we’ve gone with 
Aus-Meat to do our au-

diting – something that 
costs me over $3000 a 
year now – why has it 
been six or so years with 
them?

They have now implied 
that because it’s not re-
corded, I’m not looking 
after my pigs.

I say that three audits 
every two years by a dif-
ferent vet should be good 
enough for us small 
family farms.

Does anyone else hear 
what I am trying to say?

And our imported 
meat, does that have the 
same quality control on 
it as our Australian pork 
meat? 
Stephen Hoffrichter
Shark Lake Piggery
Esperance WA
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Instinct seeks 
to cut costs.
Wisdom knows 
where not to.

1  AVERAGE OF 13 PUBLISHED STUDIES. Assumptions for the calculation: FCR improvement = 0.141, Live weight = 100 kg, Number of animals sold per year = 3000, Vaccination costs: $7,139.

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285. Ingelvac MycoFLEX and Ingelvac CircoFLEX are registered trademarks 
of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AU-POR-0045-2022

The return on investment from 
Boehringer Ingelheim vaccines 
increases with higher feed costs:

Circoviruses have been associated with multiple 
disease conditions in pigs. Signs include weight loss, 

abortions and still births.

Ingelvac CircoFLEX® provides active immunisation of 
pigs as an aid in the prevention and control of diseases 

associated with porcine circovirus type 2. 

At a feed price of $369/tonne, vaccinating with Ingelvac 
CircoFLEX® can generate savings of $11,644 (ROI 1.6)1

The best investment 
for your business is 

good health.
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