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AS the peak industry 
body for Australian 
pork, everything we 
do at Australian Pork 
Limited is focused on 
driving productivity 
and profitability for 
our industry. 

The entire APL 
team and board came 
together in February 
to review our progress 
against our 2025-30 
strategic plan and 
identify our focus 
areas for the 2026-27 
financial year, so 
that we can continue 
driving the industry 
forward. 

When we developed 
our 2025-30 plan, we 
set the goal of adding 
$1 billion to farm gate 
value by 2030. 

As we approach the 
end of our 2025-26 
annual operating plan 
– our first under the 
2025-30 strategic 
plan – the industry 
is on track to meet 
this, having achieved 
a $125 million in-
crease in incremental 
value as at the end 
of September, only 
three months into 
the 2025-26 financial 
year.

Bringing the team 
together to plan for 
the year ahead has 
had me reflecting on 
the overall success of 
our industry so far, 
particularly when 
considering the chal-
lenges facing pork 
from a global per-
spective.

Rabobank’s recently 

released quarterly 
outlook for the global 
pork industry predicts 
a challenging year for 
the industry at large, 
with producers across 
the world likely to be 
navigating several is-
sues. 

This latest outlook 
reports on issues with 
supply, particularly 
China’s steps to re-
duce oversupply, with 
the plan of reducing 
its sow herd by one 
million head between 
September 2025 and 
January 2026. 

Meanwhile, Europe 
continues to contend 
with an African swine 
fever outbreak among 
wild boars in Spain. 

ASF also remains 
active in Vietnam and 
the Philippines, while 
porcine reproductive 
and respiratory syn-
drome continues to 
challenge producers 
in the US and Mexico.

Trade is also ex-
pected to remain a 
challenging arena for 
the global industry, 
with likely policy 
changes impacting 
parts of Asia, the  

US and Europe. 
These challenges 

have continually been 
areas of concern for 
the Australian pork 
industry and are per-
petually on our radar. 

A significant focus 
is always on pro-
tecting our herds 
from potential biose-
curity breaches, safe-
guarding our export 
markets and ensuring 
a healthy market on 
our own shores. 

But, while global 
producers are man-
aging oversupply is-
sues, supply in Aus-
tralia remains tight, 
which is having a pos-
itive impact on price. 

The $125 million 
increase in farm gate 
value we’ve seen in 
the first quarter of 
FY 25-26 was mainly 
driven by pork prices, 
which are currently 
sitting at 5.25 per-
cent above May 2025 
levels. 

While we need to be 
mindful that supply 
doesn’t become too 
tight, for the moment 
we’re continuing to 
see healthy returns 

for producers at the 
farm gate. 

And while we’re 
closely watching on-
going geopolitical and 
trade pressures play 
out overseas for po-
tential implications on 
our own industry – 
our competitive price 
domestically relies 
on our healthy export 
market – demand for 
fresh Australian pork 
is as strong as ever in 
our key export mar-
kets, particularly Sin-
gapore.

As an industry, we 
have achieved our ex-
port market goal well 
ahead of the end of 
the current financial 
year and exceeded a 
value of $260 million 
for the first time in 20 
years. 

This success has 
been driven by our 
ongoing growth in 
Singapore, supported 
by the ‘Flown in 
fresh, full of flavour’ 
campaign rolled out 
in 2025.

Though global 
forces continue to 
challenge pork pro-
ducers worldwide, I’m 
optimistic for what’s 
ahead for Australian 
pork. 

As we head towards 
our second annual op-
erating plan of the in-
dustry’s 2025-30 stra-
tegic plan, I’m con-
fident that our APL 
team and entire supply 
chain will continue to 
drive a thriving pork 
industry. 

Point of View
by MARGO ANDRAE

CEO

AUST R A L A SI A N 
Pork Research Institute 
Limited is delighted 
to announce that Dr 
Maria Jorquera has 
joined the Australian 
Pork Limited Re-
search, Innovation and 
Extension team, taking 
on the leadership of the 
extension program.

Maria first entered 
the pork industry 
through APRIL’s 
Industry Place-
ment Program and 
we are thrilled to 
see her return – this 
time bringing over 
a decade of diverse 
experience across re-
search, industry and 
regulatory sectors.

Maria holds a bach-
elor’s degree in vet-
erinary medicine, a 
master’s in animal 
science and a PhD in 
agricultural sciences. 

Her career has cen-
tred on leading multi-
disciplinary research 
programs that aim 
to advance livestock 
health, welfare and 
productivity. 

She has a strong 
track record in inte-
grating innovative 
monitoring technolo-
gies and applying sci-
ence-based practices 
to deliver meaningful 
on‑farm outcomes. 

Her industry roles 
have included man-

aging commercial pig 
welfare and health re-
search at JBS.

Passionate about 
translating research 
into practical pro-
ducer‑focused solu-
tions, Maria is com-
mitted to strength-
ening industry capa-
bility through collab-
oration, innovation 
and effective commu-
nication. 

Her return to the 
sector marks an ex-
citing step forward 
for APL’s exten-
sion efforts and we 
warmly welcome her 
back to the industry. 

APRIL

From APRIL IPP to APL 
extension leadership

Positive outlook for Australian 
pork amid global uncertainty

Dr Maria Jorquera

n Maria Jorquera steps into management
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IN late February, 
Health Canada and the 
Canadian Food Inspec-
tion Agency approved 
PIC’s PRRS-resistant 
pigs for sale as food in 
Canada after rigorous 
and thorough review. 

Additionally, Envi-
ronment and Climate 
Change Canada con-
ducted its own review 
of the research and 
data and concluded 
that PIC’s porcine re-
productive and res-
piratory syndrome re-
sistant pigs may now 
be manufactured or 
imported in Canada.

PIC chief operating 
officer Matt Cul-
bertson said, “We have 
spent years conducting 

extensive research, 
validating our findings 
and working with the 
Canadian Government 
to gain approval.”

“Today marks a 
major milestone for 
consumers, farmers 
and the entire pork in-
dustry who have hoped 
for relief from PRRS 
for decades.”
Review of research 
and data confirms 
safety

Health Canada and 
CFIA conducted scien-
tific assessments that 
ensured the pigs were 
safe for consumption 
and did not differ from 
other pigs available on 
the market. 

Their evaluation led 
them to conclude that 

aside from the precise 
deletion of a small part 
of a gene involved in 
PRRS infection, the 
PRRS-resistant pigs 
were no different than 
other pigs.

Health Canada and 
CFIA further con-
cluded that there were 
no differences in the 
nutritional value of the 
pork from PRRS-re-
sistant pigs compared 
to other pork available 
for consumption.
How removing 
animal disease can 
improve animal  
welfare

PRRS is one of the 
most devastating 
global swine diseases, 
causing needless suf-
fering and premature 

death for pigs.
PIC director of North 

America sales Todd 
Wilken said, “Ad-
dressing PRRS can 
allow us to improve 
animal welfare, reduce 
the need for antibiotics 
and decrease the en-
vironmental impact of 
raising pigs.”

“In fact, recent re-
search indicates that 
PRRS increases the 
need for antibiotics by 
more than two times 
compared to pigs 
without PRRS.”
PIC has earned 
regulatory clearance 
in a number of  
countries

Canada joins a 
growing list of coun-
tries that have deemed 

the gene edit safe and 
effective. 

The US Food and 
Drug Administratino 
approved the gene edit 
in April 2025, while 
Colombia, Brazil, Do-
minican Republic and 
Argentina have issued 
positive determina-
tions for PRRS-re-
sistant pigs – meaning 
those countries have 
recognised that the 
pigs are not genetically 
modified organisms 
and should be treated 
the same as any other 
pigs.

“We are committed 
to the responsible and 
intentional introduc-
tion of the PRRS-re-
sistant pig around the 
globe,” Mr Culbertson 
said.

“Gaining approval in 
Canada is an important 
step in this process, 
and we are working 
with additional coun-
tries to gain regulatory 
approval and protect 
global trade prior to 
initiating sales and de-
livery.”
Canadian consumers 
indicate above  
average purchase 
likelihood for pork 
from gene-edited 
pigs

Research conducted 
by Circana and com-
missioned by PIC in 
late 2025 found that 
there was an above av-
erage likelihood that 
Canadian consumers 
would purchase pork 
from gene-edited pigs.

The research polled 
more than 5000 pork 
consumers from eight 
key countries, repre-
sentative across gen-
ders and ages 18 to 70.

Circana found that 90 
percent of Canadian 
consumers were open 
to purchasing pork 
from gene-edited pigs 
and that responsibly 
reducing the need for 
antibiotics ranked as 
the top motivator.

Visit prrsresistantpig.
com for more informa-
tion. 
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2026

MAR 18-20 – Alltech ONE Conference 
2026 – Lexington Kentucky, USA. https://
one.alltech.com

MAR 24-25 – Ontario Swine Conference 
2026 – Niagara Falls, Canada. https://
ontarioswineconference.ca

APR 15-17 – Pork+593 – Cuenca, Ecuador. 
https://pork593.aspe.org.ec

MAY 12-14 – Food with Purpose – Gold 
Coast, Queensland. https://www.pix.au/
conf26

MAY 13-14 – British Pig and Poultry Fair – 
Birmingham, UK. https://pigandpoultry.org.
uk

MAY 13-15 – 17th European Symposium 
of Porcine Health Management – Florence, 
Italy. https://www.esphm2026.org

JUN 2-4 – VIV Europe 2026 – Utrecht, The 
Netherlands. https://www.viveurope.nl

JUN 3-4 – World Pork Expo 2026 – Des 
Moines, USA. https://www.worldpork.org

JUN 16-19 – IPVS 2026 – Ho Chi Minh, 
Vietnam. https://ipvs2026.vn/

AUG 19-21 – VIV Select China 2026, 
Shanghai, China. https://china.viv.net

SEP 19-22 – Allen D. Leman Swine 
Conference 2026 – St Paul Minnesota, 
USA. https://lemanconference.umn.edu

SEP 22-24 – Expomeat 2026 – Sao Paulo, 
Brazil. https://www.expomeat.com.br/

OCT 6-8 – International PRRS Symposium 
2026 – Barcelona, Spain. https://iprrs2026.
org

OCT 21-23 – Pork Expo Mexico – 
Aguascalientes, Mexico. http://pork-expo.
org/

0450 672 553
porknews.com.au

How to supply event details: 
Send all details to Australian Pork 
Newspaper, PO Box 162, Wynnum, 
Qld 4178, call 0450 672 553 or email 
design@collins.media

Pork Industry
Calendar of Events

Canadian regulators determine 
PIC PRRS-resistant pigs safe

https://porknews.com.au
https://www.pix.au/conf26
https://www.viveurope.nl
https://ipvs2026.vn/
https://www.expomeat.com.br/
http://pork-expo.org/
https://porknews.com.au
mailto:design@collins.media
https://one.alltech.com
https://ontarioswineconference.ca
https://pork593.aspe.org.ec
https://pigandpoultry.org.uk
https://www.esphm2026.org
https://www.worldpork.org
https://china.viv.net
https://lemanconference.umn.edu
https://iprrs2026.org
https://aussiepumps.com.au
https://www.prrsresistantpig.com


Australian Pork Newspaper, March 2026 – Page 3www.porknews.com.au

 

https://porknews.com.au
https://www.metecnopir.com.au/insulated-panel-building-products/metecnopanel/
https://www.metecnopir.com.au


Page 4 – Australian Pork Newspaper, March 2026 www.porknews.com.au

THE following was 
taken from the Ed-
gar’s Mission Face-
book post dated Jan-
uary 27, 2026, and 
has been edited for 
this publication.

Pigs need your help.
Not all pigs are as 

lucky as Reggie, and 
they need your help 
now.

A planning ap-
plication has been 
lodged to expand 
Midland Bacon, an 
intensive pig farm 
at 97 Robertson Rd, 
Carag Carag in Vic-
toria – Application 
ID: PLN324/2024 – 
which can be viewed 
by scanning the rel-
evant QR code below.

If approved, this 
expansion would in-
crease the number 
of pigs kept on site 
at any one time and 
grow an already in-
tensive system.

Many of you will 
know Midland Bacon 
was the subject of 
deeply distressing an-
imal welfare revela-
tions in the past. 

An expansion would 
mean more pigs living 
in confinement and 
despair, more waste, 

more water use and 
greater risk to the 
surrounding environ-
ment.

If you feel called to 
act, you can lodge an 
objection in your own 
voice.
How to lodge an  
objection

To make an objec-
tion, you can com-
plete an ‘Objection 
to Grant a Planning 
Permit’ form and 
lodge it with the Cam-
paspe Shire Council.

The form can be 
found by scanning 
the relevant QR code 
below or emailing 
shire@campaspe.vic.
gov.au
What to include 
(dot points you can 
adapt)

•	I object to Plan-
ning Application 
PLN324/2024 for the 
expansion of Midland 
Bacon at 97 Rob-
ertson Road, Carag 
Carag

•	I believe the ex-
pansion is not in the 
public interest and 
should be refused

•	Animal welfare – 
Intensive pig farming 
severely restricts nat-
ural behaviours and 

causes ongoing suf-
fering, and this appli-
cant has a documented 
history of animal wel-
fare concerns, raising 
serious doubts about 
suitability to expand

•	E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
risk – An expansion 
will increase ma-
nure/effluent volumes 
and the risk of pol-
lution (soil, water-
ways, groundwater), 
particularly given 
the site’s proximity 
to sensitive environ-
ments and extreme 
weather events

•	Water use – Pig-
geries consume very 
large volumes of 
water, increasing 
production increases 
water demand at a 
time when water se-
curity matters

•	Public health – In-
tensive farms can in-
crease risk of disease 
spread and antimicro-
bial resistance

•	Council should 
apply the precau-
tionary principle and 
refuse the permit.
Tips to make your 
objection count

•	Use your own 
words and explain 
why this matters to 

you (local environ-
ment, animal welfare, 
water, health, ethics)

•	Keep it respectful 
and factual

•	Include the 
Application ID 
(PLN324/2024) and 
the site address.

Thank you for 
standing up for ani-
mals and for a safer 
kinder community.

If we could live 
happy and healthy 
lives without harming 
others, why wouldn’t 
we? 
Edgar’s Mission

Reginald P Piglet – P is for perfect – Reggie, for short.

Scan for the objection 
form.

Scan to view the plan-
ning application.

Controversial Midland Bacon 
piggery plans for expansion
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Single injection. 
Double protection.

• Easy

- Convenient for the user, saving labour and time.

- Minimises pig handling and stress because fewer 
injections are needed.

• Safe

- Minimal serious adverse events.

- Low tissue reaction and no growth setbacks in the nursery.

• Effective 

- Fast-acting and long-lasting protection.

- Field trials support that Porcilis® PCV M Hyo keeps pigs 
healthy and growing throughout the critical fi nishing 
period in the face of M. hyo and/or PCV2 infections.

- Following vaccination, PCV2 DOI lasts for 22 weeks 
and M. hyo DOI lasts for 21 weeks.

Ready-to-use protection against both PCV2 and M. hyo.

Ready-to-use, one-shot Porcilis® PCV M Hyo is:

® Registered trademarks. 
Intervet Australia Pty Ltd (trading as MSD Animal Health). 
ABN: 79008467034. 
Copyright © 2024 Merck & Co., Inc., Rahway, NJ, USA and its a�  liates. All rights reserved.

Let’s face it, pigs enrich human lives way beyond simply as a source of 
food. This picture was taken by a friend of the author’s while on busi-
ness in Chengdu, Sichuan Province, China. The author has been there 
with him and both delighted in dining on pig parts of all descriptions.

HAVING promised 
readers last month a 
heart to heart about 
what progressive 
Western Australia-
based 100-plus-year-
old family owned pork 
producer and pro-
cessor Craig Mostyn 
Group was or was not 
doing in the pig heart 
valve harvesting space, 
below are the trans-
planted facts direct 
from its Linley Valley 
Pork general manager 
Kaine Tamlyn.

•	CMG/LVP com-
menced supply of heart 
valves to Medtronic, a 
medical institute based 
in the US

•	Supply commenced 
in 2011 and ceased in 
2020

•	Quantities supplied 
were approximately 
4000 valves per week 
(1000 per day) and 
were shipped via air-
freight.

Readers may recall 
that I’d written of a 
story in The Guardian 
about pig organ trans-
plants into humans 
and was reminded of a 
time (2011) when then 
client CMG/LVP was 
supplying pig heart 
valves to the human 
m e d i c a l / r e s e a r c h 
market.

Interestingly, the day 
my February column 
was published, I re-
ceived an email from 

a long-standing col-
league, friend and 
former leading CMG 
executive advising me 
that when he’d needed 
a replacement aortic 
valve a few years ago, 
he’d opted for a pig 
valve rather than an 
artificial valve.

“Probably influenced 
by all my time in the 
pork industry, I always 
hoped it was a Linley 
Valley pig that it came 
from,” he humorously 
added.

I must say, news that 
he’d needed a replace-
ment heart valve came 
as somewhat of a sur-
prise, as said person 
was a serious exer-
ciser and built like a 
whippet.

Alas, as most of us 
know, there’s no ac-
counting for myste-
rious medical matters.

The aortic valve is a 
vital heart valve with 
three leaflets located 
between the left ven-
tricle and the aorta, 
ensuring one-way 
blood flow to the body. 

Disease (stenosis or 
regurgitation) causes 
severe strain on the 
heart, often requiring 
surgical or transcath-
eter replacement with 
biological or mechan-
ical valves.

Pig tissue is one of 
the two replacement 
valve types and has the 
advantage over me-
chanical valve types 

– made from carbon 
fibre – as it usually 
does not require long-
term blood thinners.

The above really 
underlines what a re-
markable animal the 
pig is and what a huge 
and multi-faceted in-
fluence it has had on 
human lives for cen-
turies.

And clearly, there 
is likely to be even 
greater impact as that 
influence evolves into 
the medical sphere.

While many of the 
influencers on social 
media lack integrity 
and meaningfulness, 
our much-loved por-
cine mates keep de-
livering in more ways 
than you could pos-
sibly imagine. 

Pigs are our new influencers
Cant

Comment  
by BRENDON CANT

A Chinese business contact of the author’s 
friend shows off an amazing variety of dried 
pork in Zigong.
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The solution to Central Agri’s Trafalgar plant wastewater pump issues 
was a Gorman Rupp T3A71S-B ‘Super T Series’ trash pump fitted with an 
‘Eradicator’ solids management system.

CENTRAL Agri 
Group is one of Aus-
tralia’s leading fully in-
tegrated beef farming, 
backgrounding, feed 
lotting and meat pro-
cessing companies. 

Established in 1991, 
it has loyal domestic 
customers, supplies to 
over 50 exports mar-
kets and has invested 
heavily in state-of-the-
art meat processing fa-
cilities.
The problem

Their Trafalgar plant 
did however have some 
issues with its waste-
water pump.

They were running 
copies of the Gorman-
Rupp self-priming 
pump on their green 
waste and were at-
tending the pump daily 

to fix issues with re-
gard to blockages in 
the pump. 

On occasions these 
issues would cause the 
well to overflow and 
require the need for 
outside contractors to 
be called in to help 
deal with the inflow 
into the well.

Another processor 
who is running gen-
uine Gorman-Rupp 
pumps recommended 
they contact Hydro In-
novations.
The solution

Hydro Innovations 
recommended the 
existing pump be re-
placed with a Gorman 
Rupp T3A71S-B 
‘Super T Series’ trash 
pump fitted with an 
‘Eradicator’ solids 

management system, 
with hardened internal 
parts to deal with the 
grit and stringy mate-
rials that flow to the 
well. 

The well has a high 
loading of grass and so 
the pump was set up to 
deal with the grass.
Benefits of the  
installation

The plant mainte-
nance supervisor Josh 
said, “The Gorman 
Rupp pump is a great 
pump, far better than 
what we had before.” 

He has not had to 
attend the pump at all 
compared to the once 
or twice per day the 
previous pump re-
quired.

The savings are 
quickly adding up and 

Josh has all that time 
back to work on other 
projects within the 
plant that he could not 
get to before.

Gorman-Rupp self-
priming trash pumps 
are available in sizes 
from 2” through to 10”, 
with flows to 200L/s 
and pressures to 90m. 

They have been ex-
tremely popular in the 
very difficult waste-
water pumping ap-
plications in animal 
process plants across 
Australia. 

More information on 
these pumps may be 
obtained from Hydro 
Innovations at info@
hydroinnovations.com.
au or call 02 9898 
1800. 
Hydro Innovations

Gorman-Rupp eliminates daily wastewater 
blockages at Central Agri’s Trafalgar plant

THE Australian pork 
industry is renowned 
for its biosecurity 
standards that protect 
the health and wel-
fare of our pigs from 
disease. 

Our industry takes 
biosecurity incredibly 
seriously and we work 
hard to protect our 
animals from disease 
incursions that could 
cripple our industry, 
including foot-and-
mouth disease, which 
could cost the Aus-
tralian economy more 
than $50 billion if an 
outbreak occurred – 
maintaining strong 
biosecurity systems 
has never been more 
important.

It is vital that we 
continue to invest in 
safeguarding our in-
dustry’s biosecurity 
preparedness through 
research and innova-
tion that strengthens 
animal health and bi-
osecurity. 

Australian Pork 
Limited recently 
commissioned inde-
pendent consultants 
ACIL Allen to review 
past biosecurity re-
search projects and 
assess the returns de-
livered back to the 
pork industry. 

The review exam-
ined about $2.5 mil-
lion in APL-funded 
health and bios-
ecurity projects and 
found that the Aus-
tralian pork industry 
received a return of 
$1.40 for every $1 in-
vested in biosecurity 
research and innova-
tion. 

This equates to an 
estimated $3.5 mil-
lion in benefits, de-
livering a net return 
of approximately $1 
million to the Aus-

tralian pork industry. 
Some projects de-

livered even stronger 
returns. 

As an example, the 
‘Evidence of absence 
surveillance’ project 
delivered a return of 
nearly $7 for every 
$1 and the ‘Biosecu-
rity and transport of 
livestock’ project 
delivered a return of 
nearly $4 for every $1 
invested.

All biosecurity pro-
jects have strength-
ened the industry’s 
ability to understand 
disease pathways, 
plan for potential in-
cursions and protect 
the integrity of our 
biosecurity system. 

While the economic 
return on investment 
is important, bios-
ecurity projects also 
deliver improved an-
imal welfare, better 
environmental out-
comes and stronger 
food safety systems. 

There are also bene-
fits beyond the pig in-
dustry, with improved 
biosecurity helping 
to reduce the risk of 
disease spreading to 
other livestock sec-
tors and impacting 
the wider economy. 

The Australian pork 
industry’s ongoing 
commitment to bi-
osecurity is clearly 
paying off. 

Continued targeted 
investment in in-
dustry health and bi-
osecurity will help 
ensure we remain 
well placed to prevent 
and manage disease 
threats while being 
recognised as a leader 
in biosecurity. 
Mandy Bowling
APL Research and 
Innovation Program 
Manager – Health 
and Biosecurity

Biosecurity investments 
deliver strong returns for 
pork producers
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AgriFutures Australia chair Mick Veitch and 
managing director Brianna Casey.

A G R I F U T U R E S 
Australia chair Mick 
Veitch and managing 
director Brianna Casey 
used the opening ad-
dress at EvokeAg to 
call for a transforma-
tional change in per-
formance across Aus-
tralian agriculture’s 
innovation system, 
with a renewed focus 
on outcomes, adoption 
and impact at scale.

Mr Veitch and Ms 

Casey addressed al-
most 2000 leaders 
from farming, re-
search, technology, 
investment and gov-
ernment, and said 
Australia has built a 
globally respected 
research and devel-
opment corporation 
system that was the 
cornerstone of the na-
tion’s agricultural ca-
pability. 

However, both cau-
tioned that Australia’s 
innovation ecosystem 
must continue to 
evolve to meet the de-
mands of the decade 
ahead.

“Australia has built a 
high-quality research 
and development 
system that connects 
producers, research 
excellence and long-
term investment in 
outcomes,” Mr Veitch 
said.

“It is a rare national 
asset, and it has served 
Australian agriculture 
and indeed the Aus-
tralian economy.

“What is clear is that 
Australian agriculture 
is facing bigger chal-
lenges than it ever has 
before, and the broader 
research and innova-
tion ecosystem will 
need to lift to meet 
those challenges and 
ensure the system is 
delivering at the pace 
and scale this moment 
demands.

“If we get this right, 
the benefits will be 
felt on farm, in re-
gional communities, 
across the national 
economy and in global 
markets.”

Ms Casey also said 
that Australian agri-
culture was entering 
a new era, shaped by 
growing global de-
mand, climate pres-
sure, market volatility 
and rising expecta-
tions around sustain-
ability and transpar-
ency, requiring a 
system-wide approach 
to innovation and in-
vestment.

“This is not a time for 
incremental change,” 
Ms Casey said.

“Productivity, prof-
itability and sustain-
ability must now ad-
vance together, faster 
than ever before. 

“That means an in-
novation system that 
can move with speed, 
coordination and pur-
pose to deliver impact 
at scale.

“Innovation is more 
than technology. 

“It’s people, capa-
bility, trust, invest-
ment pathways and 
adoption. 

“The real test of our 
system is not whether 
we can generate good 
ideas but whether 
we can translate and 
scale what works into 
practical outcomes on 

farm and across indus-
tries.”
Looking ahead

Within the national 
innovation system, 
AgriFutures Australia 
has a distinct role – 
strengthening the con-
nections that turn am-
bition into adoption, 
backing emerging in-
dustries, accelerating 
impact and aligning 
producers, innovators, 
researchers, investors 
and government.

AgriFutures is be-
ginning a new chapter, 
with a keen focus on 
performance and im-
pact, ensuring the 
strongest possible re-
turn on investment for 
farmers and the com-
munity.

“AgriFutures wel-
comes and accepts 
the challenge the Aus-
tralian Government 
has set,” Mr Veitch 
said.

“We are fully com-
mitted to advancing 
our industries and 
the government’s 
priorities of produc-
tivity, sustainability 
and resilience, and 
to working construc-
tively across the RDC 
system to deliver on 
shared priorities, avoid 
duplication and in-
crease impact.”

Ms Casey said adop-
tion would be central 
to AgriFutures’ ap-
proach.

“Adoption is where 
innovation proves its 
value,” she said.

“Our focus is on 
measurable outcomes 
such as productivity, 
profitability, capa-
bility uplift and en-
suring there is a clear 
line of sight from in-
vestment to impact.”

The opening address 
at EvokeAg also marks 
the beginning of a fo-
cused listening period 
for AgriFutures, with 
insights informing 
the organisation’s fu-
ture role and priorities 
within the broader in-
novation ecosystem.

“EvokeAg brings 
together people with 
diverse perspectives 
from farming, tech-
nology, research, in-
vestment, policy and 
global markets,” Mr 
Veitch said.

“It is a leadership mo-
ment where assump-
tions are challenged, 
priorities are clari-
fied and partnerships 
are formed to deliver 
lasting impact.”

AgriFutures Aus-
tralia acknowledges 
EvokeAg platinum 
partner Elders, major 
partner the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry 
and host state partner 
Agriculture Victoria. 

AgriFutures  
Australia

Our ag innovation system must lift to deliver impact at scale
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AUSTRALIAN Pork 
Limited has launched 
the first edition of the 
National Environ-
mental Guidelines for 
Indoor Piggeries – 
Management, a com-
prehensive resource to 
support positive envi-
ronmental practices 
across Australia’s pork 
industry. 

This new guide is de-
signed as a companion 
to the existing Na-
tional Environmental 
Guidelines for Indoor 

Piggeries – Siting and 
Design documentation 
released in 2025. 

Together the docu-
ments provide a com-
plete framework to 
support producers 
from the very early 
stages of planning 
through to ongoing 
everyday management. 

NEGIP-M focuses 
on the operation side 
of indoor systems, of-
fering producers clear 
guidance for both con-
ventional and deep-
litter piggery systems.

A central aim of the 
guide is to help pro-
ducers consistently 
meet their general en-
vironmental duty, a 
key responsibility that 
calls on businesses 
to minimise environ-
mental harm whenever 
reasonably practicable 
while maintaining ef-
ficient and sustainable 
operations. 

NEGIP-M consoli-
dates a range of en-
vironmental manage-
ment resources into a 
single science-based 
guide, incorporating 
the latest research out-

comes along with up-
dates reflecting recent 
regulatory changes. 

The guide also pro-
vides updates to the 
previous Piggery 
Manure and Ef-
fluent Management 
and Reuse Guide-
lines and replaces the 
management guid-
ance contained in the 
PMEMRG.

The new publica-
tion covers all major 
aspects of indoor pig-
gery operation. 

Key topics include 
resource efficiency 
measures, improving 

feed management 
strategies, optimising 
shed operations and 
maintenance, man-
agement and reuse of 
liquid effluent and ma-
nure. 

The guide also pro-
vides recommended 
measures to pro-
tect amenity and 
strengthen biosecurity 
and health outcomes.

A copy of the new 
NEGIP-M guide is 
now available on the 
APL website, scan the 
QR code. 
Australian Pork  
Limited

New environmental management guide to support indoor piggeries

A NEW application 
for a pork rendering 
facility in Victoria’s 
Laverton North has 
raised concerns among 
Brimbank residents, 
who fear it could 
worsen ongoing odour 
issues in the area.

Submitted by JBS 
Pork to the Environ-
ment Protection Au-
thority, the application 
requests permission to 
construct the facility at 
52-58 Pipe Rd, which 
would neighbour the 
company’s current ab-
attoir facility.

It comes as residents 
in the Sunshine area 
continue to report a 
strong odour, believed 
to be coming from 
one or more meat-
processing plants in 
Brooklyn – an odour 
they describe as resem-
bling rotting meat.

Brimbank resident 
Liz Barrow said she 
would prefer the pro-
posed facility to be 
built further away.

Ms Barrow said the 

EPA couldn’t identify 
the source of the cur-
rent odours, so it was 
concerning the facility 
was even being con-
sidered.

“These odours se-
verely impact the 
health and wellbeing 
of residents on a daily 
basis,” she said.

“We are unable to 
leave our homes or, 
when the odour is so 
strong that it is in our 
homes, it is inescapable 
and we have to leave 
the area.”

In 2016, JBS Aus-
tralia was fined more 
than $7500 by the EPA 
for allowing a manure-
like odour to leave its 
Brooklyn site.

The proposed plant in 
Laverton North was set 
to only process porcine 
by-products and do so 
at a rate of 15 tonnes 
per hour.

A JBS Pork Australia 
spokesperson said the 
new facility would 
feature a full-capture 
odour control system 

that treats 100 percent 
of process and ventila-
tion air through engi-
neered biofilters, along 
with enclosed material 
transfers to prevent 
odour-prone products 
from being exposed to 
the open air.

“JBS Pork Australia 
is committed to oper-
ating responsibly and 
supporting commu-
nity amenity in Mel-
bourne’s west,” the 
spokesperson said.

“Our goal is simple 
– a state‑of‑the‑art fa-
cility that supports 
local jobs and industry 
while protecting com-
munity amenity.

“We are working 
closely with EPA Vic-
toria and council and 
will continue to engage 
the community as we 
progress the project.” 

Proposed JBS facility concern

https://porknews.com.au
https://australianpork.com.au/sites/default/files/2026-02/011626%20-%20National%20Environmental%20Guidelines%20for%20Indoor%20Piggeries%20%28NEGIP-M%29_A4_V6%20%281%29.pdf
https://feedworks.com.au
mailto:sales@vereyken.com.au
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12 - 14 May 2026
Gold Coast Convention and

Exhibition Centre 

Scan to visit website
https://www.pix.au/

email us at: event@pix.au for more information
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AUSSIE Pumps is well 
known to piggery op-
erators as a leading sup-
plier of effluent pumps. 

The company’s cast-
iron pump range with 
316 stainless-steel im-
pellers has been on the 
market for some time. 

Aussie Pumps chief 
engineer John Hales 
said, “Based on the 
feedback we were get-
ting from piggeries 
around the country, 

we decided to invest 
heavily in 316 stainless-
steel pumps.”

The result was aston-
ishing, with a range of 
316 stainless-steel self-
priming centrifugal 
pumps particularly de-
signed for handling ag-
gressive liquid effluent. 

There was a require-
ment for more reliability 
in handling piggery 
wastewater without the 
dangers of both corro-

sion and abrasion. 
The 316 stainless steel 

is from the austenitic 
group, with approxi-
mately 18 percent chro-
mium and 8 percent 
nickel.

Even now, the com-
pany is considering ex-
perimenting with mo-
lybdenum as an added 
ingredient to the mate-
rial. 

That addition would 
provide even better cor-
rosion resistance in en-
vironments containing 
chloride.
Big pumps too

Smaller operators 
have been focused on 
close-coupled model 
B3XRA-X electric-
motor pump versions. 

Now there’s real in-
terest from larger op-
erations in Aussie’s big 
stainless-steel 4” pump.

“The B3XRA 3” ver-
sion has a maximum 
flow of 1400LPM when 
matched to the close-
coupled monoblock 
style 5.5kW heavy-duty 
415-volt electric motor,” 
Mr Hales said.

Bigger versions are 
also available in 7.5kW, 
producing 1500LPM 
flow.

The 3” pump also has 
excellent high-pressure 
capabilities, with a 
maximum total head of 
31m.

The biggest stain-
less-steel pump in the 
range – model B4XRA-
X – is powered by a 
15kW 3-phase 415-volt 
motor and is capable of 
2120LPM flow.

“We are targeting 
bigger operators in the 
business, and our plan 
is to make sure that 
their pumps can handle 
high volumes of com-
pressible solids laden 
liquid,” he said.

“Total head available 
from the big 4” pump is 
29m, close to a 40 PSI.”

Pumps are fitted 
with a carbon mechan-
ical seal, an aluminic 
counter face and nitrile 
rubber for long trouble-
free operation. 

The casing of the 
stainless of the mech 
seal is also in 316-grade 
stainless steel. 

Viton seals are avail-
able as an option and 
are specified by some 
operations based on the 
analysis of the liquids 
being pumped. 

“A vertical lift of 6m 
is easy for these big 
self-priming pumps 
with a priming tank 
built into the casting,” 
Mr Hales said.

“Stainless steel cast-
ings are a challenge 
to process but what 
we’re seeing now in the 
quality of the castings 
is truly excellent. 

“It’s a major step for-
ward for piggeries and 
the beauty of it is, with 
high volume expecta-
tion, prices are more 
than reasonable.”

For further informa-
tion, visit aussiepumps.
com.au 
Aussie Pumps

CONVENIENT DOSING APPLICATOR
Premi-Boost+ 250mL comes with a separate dosing applicator that delivers precisely 2mL per dose. This 
ensures accurate and convenient administration to newborn, underweight and premature piglets.
The applicator simplifies the dosing process, making it easy for caregivers to provide the necessary nutritional 
support to young animals.

PACK SIZE: 250MLDOSE RATE

ONE PUMP = 2ML
2mL: Newborn, underweight and premature piglets 
soon after birth.
Repeat the following day if necessary.
For any remaining product, reapply the original bottle 
cap and store in a cool/dry place for up to 3 months.
Rinse and clean trigger prior to reusing.

SHAKE WELL BEFORE USE

Supports growth, development and vitality

Boosts energy in weak and underweight 
newborns

Promotes immune function, digestive health and 
overall wellbeing

Aids in the prevention of nutritional deficiencies 
and supports optimal growth trajectories

Easy-to-administer paste formulation ensures 
accurate dosing and maximum effectiveness.

REBECCA JAMIESON - SWINE KEY ACCOUNT MANAGER

0400 392 111
DISTRIBUTED BY:

PREMI-BOOST+

PIGLETS
Vetsense Premi-Boost+ is a specialised nutritional 
paste designed to support the health and vitality of 
weak, underweight and premature piglets. 
Formulated with a precise blend of essential vitamins, 
minerals and amino acids, Premi-Boost+ provides 
comprehensive support for the early development and 
growth of piglets.

Aussie Pumps new SS self-priming 3” pump is 
corrosion resistant as well as protected against 
abrasion.

Stainless effluent pump a winner
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AT a time when Aus-
tralia’s pork sector is 
navigating rapid trans-
formation, Food with 
Purpose 2026 provides 
a timely platform for 
shared learning, stra-
tegic discussion and 
industry-wide collabo-
ration.

Held at the Gold 
Coast Convention and 
Exhibition Centre from 
May 12–14, the event 
unites the Poultry In-
formation Exchange, 
Australian Milling 
Conference and Aus-
tralian Pork Limited. 

This joint gathering 
will draw producers, 
processors, researchers 
and commercial leaders 
to examine emerging 

challenges and op-
portunities across the 
poultry, grain milling 
and pig industries.

A standout element 
of the 2026 program 
is its keynote lineup, 
featuring two respected 
thought leaders, Dr 
Scott Bolland and Dr 
Jo Coombe. 

Their combined ex-
pertise sets the stage for 
a program grounded in 
evidence, practicality 
and forward-looking 
strategy.

Dr Bolland, known 
for his work in organi-
sational change and in-
novation uptake, will 
focus on strengthening 

business resilience 
in an era defined by 
technological advance-
ment, shifting market 
dynamics and growing 
sustainability expecta-
tions. 

His address is ex-
pected to provide 
practical guidance for 
enterprises adapting 
across production sys-
tems, processing opera-
tions and supply net-
works.

Dr Coombe will 
complement this per-
spective with insights 
drawn from her experi-
ence bridging research, 
policy and industry. 

Recognised for 
turning scientific 
knowledge into mean-

ingful on-the-ground 
outcomes, she will ex-
amine the evolution of 
food systems, the im-
portance of consumer 
confidence and the 
value of coordinated 
action between in-
dustry, academia and 
government.

In addition to the key-
note sessions, attendees 
can participate in tar-
geted pork streams and 
cross-sector forums. 

Topics will span on-
farm biosecurity and 
water management, 
protein’s role in human 
nutrition, workforce ca-
pability, emerging food 
trends, community ex-
pectations and more.

The exhibition com-

ponent will again serve 
as a focal point of the 
event, highlighting in-
novations that support 
primary production. 

From agtech plat-
forms and digital tools 
to infrastructure solu-
tions and advisory ser-
vices, the trade floor 
will offer a dynamic 
space for connection, 
discovery and com-
mercial engagement.

Discounted early bird 
registrations are now 
available, giving partic-
ipants the opportunity 
to secure attendance at 
one of Australia’s flag-
ship primary industry 
gatherings.

More than a tradi-
tional conference or 

trade expo, Food with 
Purpose 2026 aims to 
catalyse meaningful 
partnerships and long-
term progress. 

With an influential 
speaker program, a 
comprehensive trade 
showcase and a strong 
emphasis on future 
readiness, the event is 
designed to create mo-
mentum that extends 
well beyond the closing 
session.

To register, explore 
exhibiting opportu-
nities or find further 
details, visit www.pix.
au and join the dia-
logue shaping the next 
chapter of Australia’s 
poultry, pork and 
milling sectors. 

Food with Purpose 2026 – bringing ideas, expertise and enterprise together
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THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 
Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.
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We embrace new technologies and the opportunities that they bring

We are passionate about enhancing both your experience and your business by using 
the latest technology and insights to develop the best, most complete solutions for the 
challenges facing the swine industry. 

Our mission extends beyond addressing your immediate needs; we’re dedicated to 
creating a better future for generations to come.

Contact your local Boehringer Ingelheim Livestock representative to discuss how 
together we can build the resilience needed to withstand the challenges ahead.

Together, we get it right.

Life forward

The path ahead can  
seem unclear 

Building resilience to withstand 
any challenges, together
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