
IF you work with or 
have contact with pigs, 
including small herds 
or pets, you should take 
steps to control mos-
quitoes on your prop-
erty and continue to use 
effective biosecurity 
measures.

You should have an 
effective mosquito 
management program 
in place that targets all 
stages of the mosquito 
life cycle using a combi-
nation of non-chemical 
and chemical methods.

This requires a combi-
nation of:

• E n v i r o n m e n t a l
management to reduce
mosquito breeding and
resting sites

• Treating the larvae –
larviciding

• Treating the adults –
adulticiding

• Ongoing monitoring
and surveillance

• Record keeping.
To reduce the risk of

infection in your pigs:
• Treat or remove 

potential mosquito 
breeding sites

• Spray or fog the out-
side of sheds regularly 
with a handheld or com-

mercial spray unit with 
approved insecticide

• Disperse approved 
mosquito larvicides 
over water bodies close 
to sheds, that cannot be 
drained

• Remove water lying
around sheds and roads

• Remove weeds and
mow long grass

• Monitor mosquito 
numbers daily, inspect 
water bodies and water-
filled containers for wrig-
glers and check facilities 
for resting adult mos-
quitoes (ceilings, walls), 
and if mosquitoes remain 
abundant, consider addi-
tional mosquito control

• Speak with your local
council about their mos-
quito management time-
table in your area, this 
can assist with your mos-
quito management plan-
ning for your property.

Seek professional ad-
vice about using chemi-
cals to control mosqui-
toes. 

Chemicals for mosquito 
control should only be 
used by people author-
ised in accordance with 
Australian training and 
licensing requirements.

Only use chemicals 

that are registered for use 
on pigs, pig feed or sur-
faces pigs may contact. 

Ensure you use chemi-
cals in a way that they do 
not drift onto pigs.

Pig producers should 
also continue to use ef-
fective biosecurity meas-
ures in the National Farm 
Biosecurity Manual for 
Pork Production. 

THE ONE-STOP SHOP
for all your farm consumables!

www.stockyardindustries.com
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THE Australian pork 
industry has always 
led the way on animal 
welfare standards, 
driven sustainable 
farming practices and 
provided consumers 
with high quality, af-
fordable and nutri-
tious pork.

Many producers will 
be aware that our in-
dustry is leading the 
development of a na-
tional Australian An-
imal Welfare Industry 
Standards and Guide-
lines.

I am proud that Aus-
tralian Pork Limited 
has been endorsed by 
our industry to lead 
this process and will 
be working closely 
with government, An-
imal Health Australia 
and key industry and 
animal welfare stake-
holders over the next 
few years to develop 
these national stand-
ards.

This is a significant 
moment for our in-
dustry. 

For the past four dec-
ades, every Australian 
state and territory has 
been responsible for 
developing its own 
code of practice and 
legislation regarding 
the welfare of livestock 
animals. 

Now, for the first 
time, we will have na-
tional welfare guide-
lines.

A national frame-
work developed in 
close consultation with 
industry will leverage 
the expertise and expe-
rience of our producers 
and animal welfare ex-
perts. 

It will give govern-
ments and lawmakers 

confidence in clear 
science-based stand-
ards that are practical, 
measurable and able 
to be consistently re-
flected in legislation 
across all jurisdictions 
nationwide. 

Despite the com-
plexity of our oper-
ating and regulatory 
environments, our in-
dustry is a leader in 
sustainable and ethical 
farming – Australian 
pork has a great story 
to tell.

Our Australian Pork 
Industry Quality As-
surance program, 
which is also under-
going a major review 
this year, helps pro-
ducers maintain high 
standards for all areas 
of pig production in 
Australia, from food 
safety and animal wel-
fare to biosecurity and 
traceability.

Since the 1980s, Aus-
tralian pork producers 
have reduced on-farm 
emissions by more than 
70 percent and APL’s 
sustainability frame-
work will continue to 
drive new approaches 
for climate-friendly 
programs across the 
entire pig production 
system. 

Our biosecurity reg-
ulations and our pro-
ducers’ commitment to 

upholding strict bios-
ecurity protocols on-
farm keeps their herds 
safe from infectious 
disease. 

Now, we have the 
opportunity to take 
ownership of the de-
velopment of national 
guidelines that strike 
the right balance in 
upholding the ethical 
treatment of animals 
while safeguarding 
the economic viability 
and infrastructure of 
the Australian pork in-
dustry.

As an industry, we 
have invested millions 
of dollars into devel-
oping evidence-based 
welfare practices. 

Our involvement in 
this process will be 
crucial to delivering 
national standards and 
guidelines that actively 
safeguard and enhance 
the health and well-

being of our pigs, while 
being grounded in sci-
ence and reflecting 
the realities of modern 
farming.

No one cares more 
about animal welfare 
than our hardworking 
farmers. 

Throughout the Vic-
torian parliamentary 
inquiry into pig wel-
fare, and despite on-
going illegal activity 
from activists, they 
continued to demon-
strate best-practice 
care.

Industry will con-
tinue to be consulted 
throughout this pro-
cess, and your involve-
ment will help ensure 
the development of 
practical science-
backed guidelines that 
are fit-for-purpose for 
our producers, who 
work hard every day to 
maintain high welfare 
standards for their pigs.

I am proud to be part 
of an industry that 
leads with science and 
evidence-based animal 
welfare. 

Thank you to our 
producers for your on-
going support – your 
dedication and collabo-
ration will be pivotal 
as we develop these 
guidelines together. 

Shaping animal welfare future for pork industry

Point of View
by MARGO ANDRAE

CEO

Have an effective mosquito management program that targets all stages of 
the mosquito life cycle in place. Photo: Egor Kamelev

Reducing risk of JEV in pigs

Scan for the National 
Farm Biosecurity 
Manual for Pork 
Production.

Scan to read about 
mosquito control 
around piggeries.

APL leading the development of the national 
standards and guidelines. Photo: Mali Maeder

http://www.porknews.com.au
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IN the same way the 
Model Code of Prac-
tice for the Welfare of 
Animals - Pigs pro-
vides guidance for all 
those responsible for 
the welfare of domestic 
pigs across different 
housing systems, the 
National Code of Prac-
tice for the Humane 
Control of Feral Pigs 
– CoP – provides na-
tional direction for the 
effective and humane 
management of feral 
pigs in Australia. 

Irrespective of the 
status given to a par-
ticular pest species or 
the extent of damages or 
impacts that they cause, 
minimising animal suf-
fering is a priority. 

This means the most 
humane methods must 
be used to minimise 
individual animal suf-
fering, while optimising 
the goals of the manage-
ment program. 

It is important that gov-
ernment agencies, land 
managers and vertebrate 
pest animal contractors 
can access the most rel-
evant and current infor-
mation and guidance to 
ensure the control tech-
niques applied are the 
most humane, effective, 
target-specific and eco-
nomic available. 

In May 2023, the Ter-
restrial Vertebrates 
Working Group, a sub-
committee of the Envi-
ronment and Invasives 
Committee, requested 
the National Code of 
Practice for the Hu-
mane Control of Feral 
Pigs and its Standard 
Operating Procedures – 
SOPs – be reviewed and 
updated. 

This activity was coor-
dinated by the National 
Feral Pig Management 
Coordinator. 

Guidance, input and 
reviews were sought 
from the multi-jurisdic-
tional membership of 
the TVWG, animal wel-
fare non-government or-
ganisations, the National 
Feral Pig Action Plan’s 
Implementation Com-
mittee and Scientific 
Advisory Panel, Centre 

for Invasive Species So-
lutions and operational 
and policy government 
staff. 

The revised national 
CoP and SOPs were 
based on the original 
work by Sharp, Cope 
and Saunders titled 
‘NSW Code of Practice 
and Standard Operating 
Procedures for the Ef-
fective and Humane 
Management of Feral 
Pigs’.

The revised national 
CoP and SOPs are 
now available on the 
PestSmart website for 
viewing and download 
– scan the relevant QR 
code below.

Current knowledge 
and experience of best 
practice feral pig man-
agement has been incor-
porated into these docu-
ments.

The national CoP and 
SOPs set minimum an-
imal welfare standards 
and do not override CoP 
and SOPs that have been 
developed by state and 
territory jurisdictions to 
address specific man-
agement issues and/or 
to comply with relevant 
legislation. 

It is important to note 
that specific regulations 
regarding labelling and 
availability in how con-
trol techniques can be 
used in each state and 
territory must be com-
plied with. 

The national CoP in-
cludes information on 
feral pig ecology and 
behaviour, primary and 
supplementary feral pig 
management methods, 
humaneness of control 
techniques and relevant 
legislation. 

Guidance to assist land 
managers with choosing 

which control method 
to use in terms of its 
humaneness, efficacy, 
cost-effectiveness and 
target specificity is also 
provided. 

National SOPs pro-
vide detail on how the 
specific control tech-
niques should be ap-
plied, animal welfare 
implications for target 
and non-target animals, 
workplace health and 
safety considerations, 
equipment required and 
strategies to minimise 
any harmful impacts. 

Attention to detail is 
necessary for delivering 
effective programs with 
humane outcomes of 
feral pig management 
programs – the experi-
ence and skills of those 
using any control tech-
nique can influence its 
humaneness and effec-
tiveness. 

In many areas, work-
shops are held to build 
the capacity and capa-
bility of all land man-
agers to enable them to 
use best practice man-
agement methods hu-
manely and effectively. 

Training in the use of 
monitoring methods is 
also included in these 
workshops. 

These opportunities 
are regularly advertised 
in the NFPAP’s news-
letter. 

If you require further 
assistance with this, 
please reach out. 

The national SOPs 
endorsed by the Envi-
ronment and Invasives 
Committee in October 
2024 were: 

•	NATSOP-PIG 0 01 
National Standard Oper-
ating Procedure: Aerial 
Shooting for Feral Pigs

•	NATSOP-PIG002 

National Standard Oper-
ating Procedure: Ground 
Shooting for Feral Pigs

•	NATSOP-PIG003 
National Standard Op-
erating Procedure: Trap-
ping for Feral Pigs

•	NATSOP-PIG004 
National Standard Oper-
ating Procedure: Baiting 
(1080) for Feral Pigs

•	NATSOP-PIG005 
National Standard Oper-
ating Procedure: Using 
PIGOUT 1080 Baits

•	NATSOP-PIG006 
National Standard Oper-
ating Procedure: Baiting 
(HOGGONE) for Feral 
Pigs.

For more information 
on how to apply these 
best practice manage-
ment methods for feral 
pigs, videos have been 
prepared by both Ag-
riculture Victoria and 
NSW Local Land Ser-
vices. 

The links to these can 
be accessed via the NF-
PAP’s website – scan the 
relevant QR code below.

Yellow phosphorus 
– otherwise known as 
CSSP, calcium disul-
phide and phosphorus, 
or SAP, sodium acetate 
phosphate – and war-

farin are considered in-
humane methods for the 
control of feral pigs.

Warfarin is not regis-
tered for feral pig con-
trol in Australia and 
yellow phosphorus is 
only registered for use in 
the Northern Territory, 
having been banned 
in Queensland in De-
cember 2022. 

Therefore, no national 
SOP is available for 
yellow phosphorus. 

These methods were 
both rated low on the 
relative humaneness ma-
trix – scan the relevant 
QR code below to view.

If you have any ques-
tions related to effective 
feral pig management, 
contact me on Heather.
Channon@feralpigs.
com.au or 0423 056 045. 

2025

MAY 3-8 – IFFA 2025 – Frankfurt, Germany. 
https://iffa.messefrankfurt.com/
JUN 4-5 – World Pork Expo – Des Moines, 
Iowa, USA. https://www.worldpork.org/
JUN 18-19 – Ontario Pork Congress 
– Ontario, Canada. https://www.
porkcongress.on.ca/
JUN 25-28 – Livestock Philippines – 
Pasay City, Philippines. https://www.
livestockphilippines.com/
JUL 13-16 – National Pork Industry 
Conference – Iowa, USA. https://www.
porkconference.com/
AUG 15-16 – Kingaroy BaconFest 
– Kingaroy, Australia. https://www.
kingaroybaconfest.com.au/
SEP 20-23 – Allen D. Leman Swine 
Conference – Minnesota, USA. https://
lemanconference.umn.edu/
OCT 15-16 – Dutch Pork and Poultry Expo 
– Den Bosch, Netherlands. https://www.
porkpoultryexpo.nl/en/
OCT 18-20 – Leman China Swine 
Conference and World Swine Industry – 
Changsha, China. https://www.lemanchina.
com/
NOV 17-19 – APSA Conference – 
Melbourne, Australia. https://www.apsa.
asn.au/

0450 672 553
porknews.com.au

How to supply event details: 
Send all details to Australian Pork 
Newspaper, PO Box 162, Wynnum, 
Qld 4178, call 0450 672 553 or email 
design@collins.media

Pork Industry
Calendar of Events

© Collins Media Pty Ltd – Contents may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission from the publisher. It is the responsibility of  
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Email editorial@collins.media 
or call 0450 672 553

Want us to  
cover your event?

Get noticed by key pork  
industry members!  

The revised national code of practice and standard operating procedures for the humane control of feral pigs are now available 
on the PestSmart website for viewing and download. Photos: NSW Local Land Services

Revised national CoP and SOPs now available for feral pig management

A feral pig and pest program net trap with feral 
pigs.

Scan for the revised 
national CoP and SOPs 
on the PestSmart web-
site. 

Scan for more informa-
tion on how to apply 
best practice manage-
ment methods.

Scan for the relative 
humaneness matrix.

by HEATHER CHANNON
National Feral Pig

Management Coordinator
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Deactivate Mycotoxins
Activate Performance

Mycotoxin news from

Powered by science to actively defend against multiple mycotoxins*

Adsorption Biotransformation Bioprotection
The mineral adsorbent selectively binds 
adsorbable mycotoxins and endotoxins

The combination of patented enzymes and 
biological components converts mycotoxins 
into non-toxic metabolites

The plant and algal extracts support the liver, 
immune system and gut integrity

For more information on 
Mycofix Solutions scan here

How does the Mycofix® product line work?

Contact Us
tanja.calitz@dsm-firmenich.com or 0499 757 616

Get to know the mycotoxin DON

As reported in a previous article in Australian Pork Newspaper,
results from the long running dsm-firmenich Global Mycotoxin
Survey consistently identified that the three major mycotoxins
of economic importance in feedstuffs for pigs in Australia are
deoxynivalenol (DON), fumonisins (FUM) and zearalenone,
with aflatoxin and ergot alkaloids making regular appearances.
Looking into data for the last three years, fumonisins were the
most frequently detected mycotoxin class (64% of samples had
FUM) with DON being detected in 43% of samples with an av-
erage contamination level of 499 ppb, which is deemed to be a
significant risk for all pigs.

Deoxynivalenol (also known as vomitoxin) is commonly found
in grains, by-products and bedding materials. In simple terms,
DON affects how proteins in the body are synthesised.  There
are many proteins in the body which have a high turnover rate
(that is they are constantly been made and broken down and
re-made as part of their functionality). Proteins with a high
turnover rate are particularly affected by DON and these in-
clude the gut wall lining and the array of immunoglobulins and
other proteins involved in immunity and health.  The effects of
DON are typically seen as reduced feed intake and nutrient ab-
sorption (and therefore variability in growth rate) and de-
pressed immunity.  Depressed immunity in combination with
the effects of DON on the gut wall are known to make pigs
more susceptible to diseases in general but specifically can
lead to an increased risk of enteric (gut) diseases.

Chemically speaking, the trichothecenes have a sesquiterpenoid
structure and all contain an epoxy ring at the Carbon 12 position
(red circle in Figure 1). Figure 1 below indicates how the attach-
ment of different compounds at different positions in the mo-
lecule gives rise to this large number of trichothecene variants.
Furthermore, in nature, to protect the plant from the    effects of
the mycotoxin, the plant will often conjugate (join) a sugar mo-
lecule to the mycotoxin. These new structures are called masked
mycotoxins, such as DON-3-glucoside, and are not routinely de-
tected by rapid tests such as ELIZA or HPLC. In the pig however,
the glucose molecule is cleaved from the masked mycotoxin and
the resulting DON is returned to its toxic form.

Figure 1: Characteristics of different trichothecenes

With so many different chemical forms of trichothecenes it is extremely
difficult for simple binders to successfully adsorb all the trichothecenes.
While the epoxy ring imparts the toxicity of DON to pigs, the ring is also the
target of the irreversible, deactivation strategy of the EFSA authorised BBSH®
enzymes contained in Mycofix® Select and Plus.  Consequently, one ingredi-
ent will give wide ranging protection against all the trichothecenes.

For more information on the Mycotoxin Survey results, mode of action of
the ingredients in the Mycofix® range and how you can mitigate the effects
of mycotoxins in your herd please contact Tanya Calitz, details below

Deoxynivalenol is one mycotoxin in a larger family of substances
called trichothecenes. There are over 400 different trichothecenes
identified to date.

http://www.porknews.com.au
mailto:tanja.calitz@dsm-firmenich.com
https://www.dsm.com/anh/products-and-services/products/mycotoxin-deactivators/mycofix.html
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GOOD friend, client 
and sometime mentor, 
Tony Iannello stepped 
down from the board 
of leading national 
smallgoods company 
D’Orsogna Limited in 
January, having served 
as a non-executive di-
rector for more than 
12 years, mostly as 
chair.

In Tony’s view, good 
corporate governance 
practices suggest inde-
pendent non-executive 
directors should serve 
no more than 10 years 
on boards. 

Hence, he decided 
now was the right time, 
and appropriately con-
sulted with shareholder 
directors before making 
his move.

Tony had served a 
little beyond his 10-
year timeframe to help 
transition Jason Craig 
into his managing di-
rector role, which he 
began at D’Orsogna in 
mid-2023.

Tony told me he had 
been privileged to work 
with such wonderful 
and capable people on 
the board and in the 
D’Orsogna manage-
ment team. 

He acknowledged 
some tough times, but 

had been delighted with 
the way the board and 
management had been 
able to tackle chal-
lenges and move for-
ward. 

Greg Harvey, who has 
served on the board as 
an independent non-
executive director since 
July 2021, has been ap-
pointed chair. 

While Tony has an ex-
emplary business and 
professional resume, 
his sporting achieve-
ments on the cricket 
and football fields with 
me at our old school – 
known as St Brendan’s 
believe it or not – are 
appropriately not listed.

After a successful ca-
reer as a senior execu-
tive and chief executive 
officer, Tony embarked 
on a career as a non-
executive director, 
subsequently being ap-
pointed to numerous 

boards of varying sizes, 
covering a broad range 
of industries with very 
different challenges.

He is currently chair 
of Collgar Renewables. 

Prior appointments 
include chair of HBF 
Ltd and Empire Oil and 
Gas, and non-executive 
director of AusNet Ser-
vices Ltd, ERM Power 
Ltd and Western Aus-
tralia’s Water Corpora-
tion. 

Collgar, owned by 
Rest Super, owns the 
largest wind farm in 
WA.

Tony holds a Bachelor 
of Commerce degree, 
is a graduate of the ad-
vanced management 
program at the Harvard 
Business School, fellow 
of the Australian Insti-
tute of Company Di-
rectors, senior fellow 
of the Financial Ser-
vices Institute of Aus-

tralasia and fellow of 
the Australian Society 
of Certified Practising 
Accountants.

Prior executive expe-
rience included a range 
of senior executive po-
sitions at Bankwest and 
managing director of 
Western Power, when 
it was a fully integrated 
energy utility.

Tony told me Collgar 
was keen to expand its 
portfolio and was pro-
gressing a number of 
projects.

“While they will keep 
me busy, if another 
suitable board role be-
comes available, I will 
consider it, but no more 
than one other,” he de-
clared.

I wish Tony all the 
best for the future. 

He has made a very 
considerable impact 
on Western Australia’s 
business environment 
and, for more than a 
decade, a particularly 
significant impact on 
Australia’s smallgoods 
sector via his board 
roles with D’Orsogna.

Most importantly, he’s 
a top bloke, an absolute 
pleasure to work with 
and always fun to chat 
with about our shared 
love of Italian food and 
red wine. 

|  jacksonsaustralia.com.au|  08 8531 2700 |  sales@jacksonsaustralia.com

• Animal Shelters
• Feeders
• Silos
• Farm Buildings

Ph: 08 8359 1588 E: sales@titanfan.com.au
MADE IN AUSTRALIA FOR AUSTRALIAN CONDITIONS SINCE 1990

LOCALLY manufactured at Titan’s factory 12-14  Kenworth Rd,  
Gepps Cross, South Australia 5094

ORIGINAL Stir Fan available ON/OFF 1ph/3ph

NEW

Stir Fan 
FH800/0.37kw/4 blade/1ph/3ph EC (variable speed  200 rpm – 1000 rpm)

The author (second from right) engaged with D’Orsogna chair Tony Iannello (left) at the 2019 dinner 
at Crown Perth to honour Brad Thomason’s retirement after 20 years as D’Orsogna managing director. 
Brad subsequently joined the board as a non-executive director, working alongside Tony.

Tony Iannello, former long-standing D’Orsogna chair and non-executive 
director.

Here’s cheers to chair of D’Orsogna
Cant

Comment  
by BRENDON CANT

http://porknews.com.au
mailto:sales@titanfan.com.au
mailto:sales@jacksonsaustralia.com
https://jacksonsaustralia.com.au/
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MAXIMIsE EFFICIENCY, MINIMIsE LABOuR AND MORTALITIES

1  STREAMLINE WORKFORCE EFFICIENCIES

2  EMPOWER EMPLOYEE ENGAGEMENT

3  ENSURE HIGH-QUALITY PIG CARE

  HELPING TEAMS SOLVE PROBLEMS, GROW TOGETHER,  
AND ACHIEVE THEIR FULL POTENTIAL

 

For further information contact:
Shaun Welsh  0400 672 418  or   
Haylee Clifford  0456 498 120
Distributed by Apiam Animal Health

SCAN ME

http://www.porknews.com.au
https://swinetechnologies.com/
https://swinetechnologies.com/
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INVESTING in pig 
welfare research is in-
vesting in the future 
of our industry, which 
is why the Australian 
pork industry is pur-
suing an industry-led 
review of the Model 
Code of Practice for 
the Welfare of Ani-
mals – Pigs. 

In Australia, the de-
velopment of the An-
imal Welfare Stand-
ards and Guidelines is 
based on robust scien-
tific evidence of an-
imal welfare outcomes 
and commercial prac-
ticality. 

Since the last model 
code review in the mid-
2000s, the Australian 
pig industry has con-
tinued to progress pig 
welfare research. 

This, along with in-
ternational studies, 
will be assessed in a 
scientific review of 
pig welfare research, 
currently being un-
dertaken by the An-
imal Welfare Science 
Centre at the Univer-
sity of Melbourne. 

This review will be 
completed in June this 
year and is an impor-
tant first step in the 
pigs standards and 
guidelines review pro-
cess.

There are also several 
other exciting projects 
underway in the in-
dustry that will further 
inform the pigs stand-
ards and guidelines. 

SunPork is working 
to identify the most ef-
fective, practical and 
readily available alter-
nate methods for eu-
thanasia and pain miti-
gation for tail-docking 
in piglets.

Potential methods 
will be assessed 

against criteria, in-
cluding animal wel-
fare, economic outlay, 
labour requirements, 
staff confidence with 
use of the technology 
and safety and training 
requirements.

The AWSC and 
SunPork are also in-
vestigating the effects 
of floor space on the 
welfare of finisher pigs 
under Australian con-
ditions. 

This research follows 
on from work that dem-
onstrated how progeny 
pigs grow into a space 
until they reach the 
minimum space allow-
ance required under the 
current Model Code (K 
value = 0.030). 

This research will 
examine whether re-
ducing space allowance 
towards the minimum 
space allowance for 
finisher pigs at various 
stages will affect pig 
welfare based on well-
accepted behavioural, 
physiological and fit-
ness indicators. 

This will be the first 
scientifically robust 
study of its kind that 
looks at progeny space 
allowances.

Research looking at 
the provision of enrich-
ment to sows prior to 
giving birth has shown 
that environmental 
enrichment based on 
good welfare outcomes 
is as good as or better 
than ‘prescriptive’ 
enrichment, such as 
straw. 

Researchers from the 
South Australian Re-
search and Develop-
ment Institute showed 
that provision of pre-
farrowing nesting ma-
terial such as a square 
of hessian and a higher 

fibre pre-farrow diet 
was just as effective 
as the provision of 
long-stemmed straw in 
terms of sow welfare, 
with less complications 
arising from the man-
agement of straw in 
systems with effluent 
pits. 

There are also new 
developments in work-
force research and 
training that also sup-
port animal welfare. 

ProHand Pigs is one 
of our industry’s most 
successful and utilised 
stockperson training 
programs. 

The ProHand training 
program, originally de-
veloped by Australian 
Pork Limited and the 
AWSC, uses cognitive-
behavioural training in 
which the key attitudes 
and behaviour of stock-
people are targeted for 
improvement. 

ProHand training 
successfully improves 
the attitudes and be-
haviour of stockpeople 
towards pigs, with con-
sequent beneficial ef-
fects on animal fear, 
stress, productivity and 
meat quality. 

Work is also un-
derway to improve 
the ProHand program 
available for abattoir 
stockpeople working 
in lairage to make it 
more fit-for-purpose, 
improving ease of pig 
handling and welfare 
as well as stockperson 
job satisfaction.

APL is also planning 
to develop a ProHand 
pig transport module 
to help improve pig 
handling and welfare 
during transport. 
Rebecca Athorn
APL R&I PM
Farming and Welfare

■ Farrowing and weaner crates, 
growers and baconer pens. ■ Feed 
hopper with stainless steel trough.

■ Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap; 
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and 
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Excellent quality 
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.  Straight Farrowing Crate.

Ph (02) 6644 6065
Mobile 0437 431 901 | Email sales@vereyken.com.au 

2 Clark Rd, Junction Hill • PO Box 421, Grafton NSW 2460

Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
 ABN 11 003 543 548                 Mobile: 0437 431 901 

Victoria: Ben Slots  Phone: (03) 9462 4266 
Freecall: 1800 999 245   Mobile: 0418 388 842

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST

Together, 
Let’s Prove the 
Power of Partnership.

Distributed in Australia by:

Something powerful happens when shared 
expertise, care and nutritional performance 
come together. Suddenly, obstacles feel 
more like growth opportunities. That is the 
transformational power of partnership.

Zinpro® Availa® Sow helps build more 
productive sows and gilts with improved 
reproduction, better efficiency and increased 
longevity. It has also been shown to reduce 
lameness and has a positive impact on the 
cost of production. Experience the power of 
partnering with Zinpro®.

03 5429 2411
www.feedworks.com.au

The Australian pig industry has continued to progress pig welfare research. Photo: iStock

Welfare research to help inform national 
pigs standards and guidelines
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FLETCHER Interna-
tional Exports stands 
as one of Australia’s 
most integrated proces-
sors and exporters of 
lamb and sheep meat 
products. 

This private family-
owned enterprise oper-
ates two state-of-the-art 
facilities, one in Dubbo 
NSW and the other near 
Albany in Western Aus-
tralia. 

Together these plants 
process over 90,000 
sheep and lambs each 
week, more than 4.5 
million annually.

Guided by a phi-
losophy of maximum 
resource utilisation, 
Fletcher International 
not only produces lamb 
and sheep meat but also 
a wide array of premium 
by-products, including 
wool and sheep skins. 

Their commitment to 
efficiency extends to 
every facet of their oper-
ations, including waste-
water management – a 
critical yet often over-
looked aspect of abattoir 
operations.
A revolutionary ap-
proach to wastewater 
management

For Alan, a seasoned 
operator in the abattoir 
industry, finding the 
perfect balance of safety, 
reliability and efficiency 
in wastewater manage-
ment was a priority. 

His solution? 
Pairing Gorman-Rupp 

self-priming pumps 
with Venturi-Aerators, a 
transformative decision 
that redefined his opera-
tions.
Safety redefined

One of the stand-out 
features of Alan’s setup 
is its unparalleled focus 
on operator safety. 

The Gorman-Rupp 
86B3 self-priming pump 
securely mounted on the 
lagoon bank eliminates 
the need for workers to 
enter or operate directly 
on the water. 

This design ensures 
safe and straightforward 
access for maintenance, 
a critical advantage in 
high-risk environments 
such as wastewater la-
goons.
Reliable performance, 
minimal maintenance

When discussing the 
maintenance the system 
has required with Hydro 
Innovations Western 
Australia regional man-

ager Heath McAvaney, 
Alan said the amount of 
time saved on mainte-
nance since installation 
made the purchase of 
the system “one of the 
best decisions” the busi-
ness had made. 

The system has proven 
remarkably reliable, 
with only minor belt is-
sues, and the belts were 
supplied by a third party. 

Beyond that, the setup 
has required minimal 
upkeep, a rarity in the 
demanding world of 
wastewater manage-
ment.
Enhanced aeration for 
better compliance

The Venturi-Aerator 
complements the system 
by injecting oxygen-rich 
water back into the la-
goon. 

This innovative pro-
cess enhances the 
aerobic treatment of 
wastewater, improving 
its quality and ensuring 
compliance with strin-
gent environmental 
standards.
Practicality in design

Practicality is at the 
heart of this system. 

Positioned conveni-
ently at the lagoon’s 
edge, it allows for safe 
and efficient mainte-
nance without unneces-
sary complications. 

For Alan, who pri-
oritised safety and ef-
ficiency from the outset, 
this design feature has 
been invaluable.
A smart investment in 
long-term success

In industries where 
downtime and ineffi-
ciency translate to sig-
nificant costs, Alan’s ex-
perience is a compelling 
testament to the value of 
smart dependable solu-
tions. 

His investment in 
Gorman-Rupp pumps 
and Venturi-Aerators 
has delivered excep-
tional performance, 
peace of mind and long-
term savings.

For wastewater opera-
tors seeking effective 
solutions, Alan’s story 
underscores a vital 
lesson – choosing the 
right equipment is more 
than a purchase, it’s a 
strategic investment in 
safety, reliability and op-
erational success.

To explore how 
Gorman-Rupp’s Echos-
torm aerator and self-
priming pumps can 

address your water and 
wastewater challenges, 
contact Hydro Innova-
tions at 02 9898 1800 or 
visit hydroinnovations.
com

With decades of expe-
rience delivering reliable 
solutions, Hydro Innova-
tions ensures your sys-
tems run efficiently for 
years to come. 

sales@HydroInnovations.com.au
www.HydroInnovations.com.au  

PERISTALTIC 
SLUDGE PUMPS

ADVANTAGES
Pump DAF plant sludge 

Early leak detection 

Easy hose changes

No corrosion issues

Only one wearing part 

Very easy servicing

No oil-filled casing

The Gorman-Rupp 86B3 self-priming pump securely mounted on the lagoon bank eliminates the need for workers to enter or operate directly on the water. 

The EchoStorm 80 Series pump in situ, one of the best decisions Fletcher 
International Exports has made.

Smart pump solution transforms 
abattoir wastewater management

http://www.porknews.com.au
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IT is a strange time 
to be in the European 
Union at the moment, 
particularly when in-
volved in the agricul-
tural industry. 

On the one hand, 
prices are currently 
holding steady for pig 
farmers – principally in 
the Netherlands, with 
thanks to the state pur-
chase program, recent 
Carnival celebrations 
and upcoming spring 
barbecue season – there 
is increased competition 
between Dutch slaugh-
terhouses for suppliers. 

When comparing the 
first ten weeks of 2025 
to the same period last 
year, about 40 percent 
fewer Dutch pigs are 
being delivered to Ger-
many for slaughter.

And the markets are 
stabilising in Germany, 
France and Denmark, 
with Danish Crown re-
porting that it expects 
a significant increase in 
demand while sales op-
portunities are stable. 

The demand for 
slaughter pigs in Spain 
remains very high – all 
good things for farmers 
and the industry. 

On the other hand, it 
feels as though – at least 
in my experience – that 
there has never been so 
much uncertainty in the 
EU, and it is coming 
from many sides. 

New welfare legislation 
on the loose housing of 

sows in lactation is yet to 
be finalised in Denmark, 
though it seems a done 
deal that the required 
pen size will be 6.5sq 
m, in line with German 
legislation. 

A new ‘Vision for Ag-
riculture and Food’ has 
been released by the Eu-
ropean Commission, re-
placing the ‘Farm to fork 
strategy’ with ‘Shaping 
together an attractive 
farming and agri-food 
sector for future genera-
tions’. 

The vision emphasises 
“close engagement with 
relevant institutions, 
farmers, food chain op-
erators and civil society 
at local and regional 
levels, addressing their 
concerns and ideas” – 
while the focus is defi-
nitely less on the green 
transition, the animal 
welfare legislation and 
proposed changes to 
animal housing across 
the EU as a result of 
the ‘End the cage age’ 
remains in focus.

Foot and mouth dis-

ease was detected in 
Kisbajcs Hungary, 1km 
from the border of Slo-
vakia on March 7 in a 
cattle herd.

This means that Hun-
gary has now lost its 
FMD-free status and, 
due to the proximity to 
Slovakia, many coun-
tries have enacted the re-
striction of commercial 
imports of susceptible 
commodities, which ap-
plies to both countries. 

This outbreak comes 
less than two months 
after FMD was detected 
in a herd of water buffalo 
in Germany on January 
10, a recurrence of the 
disease 37 years after 
the last known German 
outbreak. 

Though no pigs have 
been detected with 
FMD, thankfully, it 
does impact the move-
ment of animals both for 
slaughter and breeding 
stock, with the effects 
to be seen in coming 
months. 

And perhaps the most 
uncertain of all – the 

influence of the US po-
litical administration on 
the EU, and indeed the 
rest of the world. 

As perhaps many 
readers are aware, Pres-
ident Trump has tried 
to acquire Greenland 
– currently part of the 
Kingdom of Denmark 
– for the second time, 
which has been met 
with complete disdain 
by Greenlanders and the 
Danish people. 

Subsequently, the US 
has threatened economic 
sanctions unless Den-
mark hands over control 
of Greenland.

Yet, unbelievably, there 
came a request recently 
for the importation of 
Danish eggs, due to the 
shortage in the US. 

From a greater EU 
perspective, there is an 
escalating trade war be-
tween the US and EU 
as a result of US applied 
tariffs to EU products.

And in combination 
with ongoing US inter-
ference in the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, on 
March 4 EU president 
Ursula von der Leyen 
announced the ‘ReArm 
Europe’ plan – a plan 
that could mobilise close 
to 800 billion Euro for a 
‘safe and resilient’ Eu-
rope. 

One can only hope that 
all parties come to their 
senses before things be-
come even more serious. 

FARMERS are con-
cerned that unchecked 
feral pig populations 
could contribute to the 
spread of Japanese en-
cephalitis virus, a rare 
but serious mosquito-
borne disease de-
tected in three states.

Biosecurity Queens-
land confirmed re-
cently that JEV had 
been found at two 
piggeries in southern 
Queensland, with de-
tections also occurring 
in NSW and Victoria.

Concerns were 
growing with the ar-
rival of wet season 
rains creating ideal 
breeding conditions for 
two key carriers of the 
disease — mosquitoes 
and feral pigs.

Desert Channels 
Queensland operations 
manager Geoff Penton 
said the situation posed 
a risk for northern 
Queensland.

“All it takes is a mos-
quito to have bitten one 
of those pigs that have 
been detected with 
JEV then sting a feral 
pig out in the wild,” Mr 
Penton said.

Adding that the more 
opportunity there was 
for mosquitoes to get 
into feral pigs, the 
more chance of con-
tinuing the spread.

He warned that feral 
pigs could act as ‘res-
ervoirs’ for the virus, 
which can be trans-
mitted to humans 
through mosquito bites.

“Japanese encepha-
litis has been known 
to be fatal to humans 
in extreme cases,” he 
said.

“It’s pretty serious … 
we need to look at our 
efforts to reduce feral 
pig numbers.”

This was the first 
time JEV had been 
detected in animals in 
Queensland since 2022 
when the virus was 
found in more than 80 
piggeries across four 
states, prompting an 
emergency health re-
sponse.

By the end of the out-
break a year later, fed-

eral health authorities 
reported that 45 people 
had been infected and 
seven had died.

Most JEV infections 
are mild, with the 
World Health Organi-
sation estimating that 
only one in 250 cases 
become severe. 

However, those who 
develop serious ill-
ness can suffer lifelong 
health complications.

Prior to the 2022 
outbreak, JEV was 
thought to be limited to 
seasonal transmission 
in northern Australia. 

However, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry 
now considers the 
virus to be established 
on the mainland.

Accurately assessing 
the role of feral pigs in 
spreading the virus is 
difficult due to a lack 
of reliable population 
data. 

However, University 
of Queensland School 
of Chemistry and Mo-
lecular Biosciences vi-
rologist Associate Pro-
fessor Dr Jody Peters 
said there was no doubt 
they played a signifi-
cant role.

“What is probably 
propelling the inci-
dence, or the circula-
tion of this virus, is our 
huge feral pig popula-
tion,” Dr Peters said.

Adding that pigs were 
typically part of the 
natural transmission 
cycle of the mosquito-
borne virus.

“As well as humans 
getting the JEV vac-
cine, mosquito man-
agement and wild pig 
management may, 
from a biodiversity 
perspective, be the way 

forward,” she said.
While research into 

a vaccine for animals 
is ongoing, Dr Peters 
advised that people 
working or living near 
piggeries, as well as 
those hunting kanga-
roos and pigs, should 
take extra precautions 
to prevent mosquito 
bites and consider vac-
cination.

In addition to human 
health risks, JEV can 
cause reproductive 
losses in pigs and ill-
ness in horses and 
birds. 

However, it cannot 
be transmitted through 
meat or from person to 
person.

Despite this, north-
west Queensland cattle 
producer Lloyd Hick 
said JEV still posed a 
serious risk to the live-
stock industry.

“Once these diseases 
get into uncontrolled 
herds of any feral ani-
mals, there’s the risk of 
it spreading,” Mr Hick 
said.

“We never really 
know where it may end 
up.

“There’s a real risk 
of this potentially 
being another issue for 
people on the land.”

As chair of farm 
industry group Ag-
Force’s cattle board, 
Mr Hick said the out-
break was a strong 
reminder that urgent 
action was needed to 
control feral pig popu-
lations and there was 
a need to find a way to 
cull the numbers.

“We need to put a 
break in that cycle,” he 
said. 

Fears feral pigs could 
spread JEV in Queensland

Feral pigs in Stonehenge, western Queensland. 
Photos: Desert Channels Queensland

Dubiety for Europe’s agriculture industry with the end of the cage age and other influences.

Uncertainty continues for farmers in EU

Nordic 
News  

by ASHLEY NORVAL
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RECENTLY pro-
moted, Tim Morley-
Sattler has joined the 
Australian Pork Lim-
ited Research, Inno-
vation and Extension 
team as Research and 
Innovation Program 
Manager - Environ-
ment and Sustain-
ability.

Tim studied animal 
science at Charles Sturt 
University in Wagga 

Wagga, and has worked 
across the dairy, beef, 
feedlot and pork indus-
tries where he held roles 
in production, livestock 
advisory and sales. 

In his most recent role 
as the APL Extension 
Officer - Sustainability, 
Tim identified opportu-
nities for research and 
innovation, effectively 
managed projects and 
delivered practical out-

comes for producers. 
Tim’s positive and en-

gaging attitude and his 
commitment to con-
ducting impactful re-
search, innovation and 
extension will continue 
helping our industry 
produce environmen-
tally sustainable pork.

Contact Tim regarding 
environment and sus-
tainability research 
and innovation at tim.

morley-sattler@australi 
anpork.com.au 
Australian Pork  
Limited

PORK accounts for at 
least 60 percent of all 
meat eaten in China, 
but its popularity exacts 
a heavy toll on the envi-
ronment that has proven 
tricky to resolve until 
now.

A new study by Chi-
nese and Australian re-
searchers has identified 
a sustainable solution 
to mitigating excessive 
amounts of copper found 
in the 3.8 billion tons of 
pig manure turned into 
organic fertiliser to in-
crease crop yields.

Though an essential 
nutrient in small doses, 
high concentrations of 
copper – added to pig 
feed to promote growth 
– is toxic to plants, soil, 
water and humans.

Researchers from Chi-
na’s Fujian Normal Uni-
versity and the University 
of South Australia have 
demonstrated that adding 
green-synthesised iron 
nanoparticles – G-nFe – 

to pig manure neutralises 
the amount of bioavail-
able copper in piggery 
effluent, reducing the en-
vironmental risks.

China has regulations 
limiting the amount of 
copper allowed in pig 
feed, but the scale of 
livestock farming keeps 
increasing to feed a 
population of 1.4 billion 
people, making it diffi-
cult to control the huge 
amount of manure and 
sewage released into the 
environment.

Experiments under-
taken by researchers 
showed that adding 
G-nFe to pig manure 
compost reduced ex-
changeable cooper by 
66.8 percent, carbonate-
bound copper by 47.5 
percent and iron-manga-
nese oxide-bound copper 
by 15.4 percent.

UniSA environmental 
chemist Associate Pro-
fessor Gary Owens, who 
was part of the study, said: 

“This process was able to 
convert free copper into 
a less bioavailable form, 
reducing the potential for 
uptake by plants.” 

Residual copper levels 
initially increased by a 
third in the first five days 
before declining by over 
60.9 percent over the full 
composting period.

The study findings 
have recently been pub-
lished in the journal Sci-
ence of the Total Envi-
ronment.

China processes ap-
proximately 628 million 
pigs annually, making it 
the world’s largest pork 
producer.

Researchers said nearly 
half of the 3.8 billion 
tons of the resulting 
pig manure was inad-
equately treated and the 
heavy metal and organic 
pollutants were causing 
widespread environ-
mental contamination.

While pig manure 
has traditionally been 

valued as an inexpen-
sive organic fertiliser 
for Chinese farmers, it 
is increasingly posing 
a serious problem due 
to the heavy metal con-
tamination, resulting in 
a challenge for both gov-
ernment and researchers 
seeking economically 
viable solutions.

Green synthesised iron 
nanoparticles have been 
widely used to remediate 
water and soil contami-
nation due to its cost-ef-
fectiveness, low toxicity 
and strong absorption 
rates.

However, this is the 
first study to explore 
its use in organic com-
post to remediate heavy 
metal pollution.

“This research pre-
sents a significant step 
forward in addressing 
heavy metal contami-
nation in agricultural 
waste,” Assoc Prof 
Owens said.

“By using green-syn-

thesised iron nanoparti-
cles, we can not only im-
prove the safety of com-
posted pig manure but 
also contribute to more 
sustainable farming 
practices.”

The researchers plan to 
test G-nFe’s efficiency 
in larger composting 
systems using fresh pig 
manure, hoping to en-
courage stakeholders in 
the livestock and com-
posting sectors to adopt 
the process. 
University of South 
Australia

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285. 
®Ingelvac CircoFLEX is a registered trademark of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AU-POR-0029-2021

Your trusted partner

More than 10 years of 
experience with more data 

than any comparable vaccine

When you demand 
performance, 

 turn to the product 
you trust

Environment paid ultimate price for plenty of pork on Chinese forks

Pig manure is increasingly posing a serious prob-
lem for Chinese farmers due to the heavy metal 
contamination. Photo: Mark Stebnicki

New appointment at Australian Pork Limited

Promotion for Tim 
Morley-Sattler.
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THE South Australian 
pig industry lost a 
great friend, advocate 
and communicator 
with the recent passing 
of retired Long Plains 
pig producer Peter 
Brechin.

For decades, Peter 
was often the public 
face of the industry, 
using his seemingly 
limitless knowledge of 
the national pork sector 
and his ability to confi-
dently communicate to 
politicians, regulators 
and others sitting out-

side farm gates.
Educated at Pulteney 

Grammar School, he 
then spent 1960-62 at 
Roseworthy Agricul-
tural College, where 
his natural talents for 
organising others were 
shown early with his 
election to the student 
representative council 
in his second year and 
vice presidency in his 
third.

College records show 
that Peter “arrived at 
Roseworthy Agricul-
tural College with a 
great burst of enthu-

siasm and immediately 
showed his undoubted 
abilities, coming fifth 
in exams and earning 
himself a place in both 
the A-grade football 
and cricket teams.”

To show his versa-
tility, in his second year 
he was selected in the 
inter-collegian tennis 
team to play against 
Gatton College, main-
tained his place in the 
A-grade football side 
and played cricket for 
both the Para Districts 
and Roseworthy Col-
lege sides, gaining both 
the Districts and Col-
lege bowling trophy.

His early association 
with the pig industry 
began with a part-
time role, employed by 
selling agents at the 
Gepps Cross livestock 
market to draft and pen 
pigs on sale days. 

Store pigs and the 
occasional sow would 
end up back at the 
Brechin property and 
were run outdoors, until 
Peter bought land on 
the other side of Port 
Wakefield Rd and was 
able to build new sheds 
to expand his operation.

His piggery was even-
tually expanded to 300 
sows and ably managed 
by his son Jock and 
daughter Alison. 

This enabled him to 
spend time on com-
mitments to the wider 
industry, requiring him 
to spend significant 
amounts of time off-
farm attending state 
and national meetings, 
conferences and events.

In the late 1980s, the 
South Australian pig-
geries owned by the 
Adelaide Steamship 
Company were being 
wound up. 

Led by Ron Lienert 
and Ian Parish, a group 
of like-minded pork 
sector people came to-
gether and purchased 
the piggery at Shea-
Oak Log as a joint ven-
ture. 

Peter was an inaugural 
investor, again showing 
his commitment and 
faith in our industry.

A few years later, he 
was also an investor in 
a similar investment at 
Wasleys. 

Together, this core 
group of pork advo-
cates helped to main-

for living farm 
building surfaces

  A specific blend of highly concentrated live bacteria
  Helps install a positive biofilm on farm building surfaces after 
cleaning and disinfection
   Helps improve the microbial environment for safe animal 
production
  Helps reduce the risk of health issues due to the harmful 
microorganisms and negative biofilms.

POSITIVE  
BIOFILM

Partnering in microbial solutions for a changing world.

Using sound science, proven results and knowledge from experience, Lallemand Animal 
Nutrition helps our customers and industry partners be more successful – and animals lead 
healthier lives.

Lallemand Animal Nutrition provides a full range of specific, natural microbial products, 
services and solutions that improve animal wellbeing and performance while respecting 
animals, people and the environment.

Not all products are available in all markets nor associated claims allowed in all regions.

Contact us on (07) 5451 0125 | LAN-Aus@lallemand.com

Inaugural chair of Pork SA in 2013, Peter was awarded life membership in 
2015.

Vale pig industry icon

* continued P11

http://porknews.com.au
mailto:LAN-Aus@lallemand.com
https://aussiepumps.com.au/


Australian Pork Newspaper, April 2025 – Page 11www.porknews.com.au

PORK and poultry fa-
cilities in the hundreds 
in the US have had 
their export licences 
to China extended in a 
last-minute update by 
Chinese customs, but 
approvals for beef ex-
porters remain uncer-
tain.

Export registrations 
for a myriad of US meat 
plants – granted under 
the 2020 Phase 1 trade 
deal – were set to expire 
on March 16, putting bil-
lions of dollars’ worth of 
trade at risk.

The first sign of posi-
tive news emerged re-
cently when China up-
dated registrations for 71 
US poultry operations 
that had previously lost 
their export agreements 
on February 19.

Then the registra-

tion status for pork and 
poultry plants across the 
US, including major pro-
ducers such as Smith-
field Packaged Meats, 
was updated to show eli-
gibility through to 2030.

In a statement, the Na-
tional Pork Producers 
Council confirmed that 
more than 300 US pork 
facilities “have been re-
newed to export to China 
for five years.”

National Pork Pro-
ducers Council chief 
executive officer Bryan 
Humphreys said: “US 
pork producers now 
have maintained access 
and increased certainty 
to export their products 
to the 1.4-billion-person 
Chinese market.”

However, US beef ex-
porters are still waiting 
for their licences to be 
renewed. 

Joe Schuele from the 
US Meat Export Fed-
eration said they were 
hoping for similar news 
soon.

“We’re pleased to see 
progress on the pork fa-
cilities and hoping for 
similar news on beef as 
soon as possible,” Mr 
Schuele said.

Global Agritrends ana-
lyst Simon Quilty sug-
gested that approvals for 
beef exports could be 
rolled out in stages.

“China is in control of 
its own destiny and it 
could well be a staggered 
approach to plants over 
the next three or four 
months,” Mr Quilty said.

“I don’t think anything 
is a given … and China 
will choose at their own 
time and what suits them 
best to have certain 
plants come back in.”

The US exported 
170,000 tonnes of beef to 
China last year, and any 
disruption to that trade 
could create additional 
demand for Australian 
grain-fed beef in the 
Chinese market.

The US Department 
of Agriculture had pre-
viously raised concerns 
about export licences 
lapsing and a “lack of 
response” from Chinese 
customs. 

The department has yet 
to comment on the latest 
round of extensions.

Australia’s red meat 
sector is monitoring the 
situation, particularly 
as US president Donald 
Trump considers intro-
ducing tariffs on Aus-
tralian beef and lamb 
exports on April 2. 
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• Easy

- Convenient for the user, saving labour and time.

- Minimises pig handling and stress because fewer 
injections are needed.

• Safe

- Minimal serious adverse events.

- Low tissue reaction and no growth setbacks in the nursery.

• Effective 

- Fast-acting and long-lasting protection.

- Field trials support that Porcilis® PCV M Hyo keeps pigs 
healthy and growing throughout the critical fi nishing 
period in the face of M. hyo and/or PCV2 infections.

- Following vaccination, PCV2 DOI lasts for 22 weeks 
and M. hyo DOI lasts for 21 weeks.

Ready-to-use protection against both PCV2 and M. hyo.
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Registration status for pork and poultry plants across the US was updated to show eligibility through 
to 2030. Photo: Karolina Grabowska

US pork and poultry exports to China extended

tain, develop and ul-
timately grow the SA 
pork industry, with 
Peter always being a 
strong voice around 
the board table.

Peter also spent 35-
plus years as a rural 
journalist, employed 
by the ABC rural de-
partment. 

During those years, 
pig producers state-
wide valued his great 
observational reports 
explaining price 
trends at the end of the 
weekly pig sales, ini-
tially at Gepps Cross 
then later at Dublin.

Peter was chair of 
the Pork Council of 
Australia at a time 
when negotiations 
around the importa-
tion of Canadian pork 
were top of mind for 
industry and govern-
ment. 

He used his consid-
erable media networks 
and expertise to en-
sure producers’ con-
cerns were well com-
municated under his 
position of chair.

He was always at the 
forefront of pig in-
dustry affairs. 

He voluntarily com-
mitted significant 
time and effort sup-
porting sector de-
velopment, making 
South Australia an 
active contributor to 

industry innovation 
nationally.

With the closure of 
the Northfield Pig 
Research Unit in the 
early 1990s, Peter 
was instrumental in 
lobbying government 
to reinvest in new fa-
cilities at Roseworthy 
Campus, his alma 
mater. 

For that joint ven-
ture with the Adelaide 
University, the South 
Australian Research 
and Development In-
stitute and the poultry 
industry, he served on 
the Pig and Poultry 
Production Institute 
Board for eight years.

Following the death 
of his friend and 
business partner Ron 
Lienert, Peter was a 
member of the sector 
sub-committee re-
sponsible for the 
creation and manage-
ment of the Ronald 
J Lienert Memorial 
Scholarship. 

Over many years, 
this scholarship pro-
vided the catalyst for 
Roseworthy graduates 
to successfully enter 
pork industry careers 
in research and edu-
cation.

As a result of the 
winding up of the 
SAFF Commercial 
Pig Committee and a 
review of government 
boards and commit-

tees in 2010, Peter was 
a motivator for the de-
velopment of Pork SA 
as the industry’s rep-
resentative body. 

He was elected as in-
augural chair of Pork 
SA in 2013 and in 
2015, he was awarded 
life membership.

This transition 
oversaw the sector 
moving from a swine 
compensation fund to 
an industry develop-
ment body, while re-
taining access to the 
accumulated funding 
– a deft feat.

Peter was very in-
terested in hearing 
how the younger gen-
eration were either 
operating their own 
piggeries or working 
elsewhere in the in-
dustry and was always 
available to share 
thoughtful advice 
when asked. 

Phone calls with 
Peter invariably began 
with his expert anal-
ysis of what the Ad-
elaide Crows’ players 
needed to do differ-
ently to win more 
games and ended with 
his trademark “keep 
believing!”

Peter is survived 
by his wife Francie, 
daughter Alison, sons 
James and Jock and 
five grandchildren. 
Graeme Pope and 
Andrew Pointon

Vale pig industry icon
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AUSSIE Pumps is a 
keen promoter of the 
need for water security 
in regional Australia.

The pork industry is 
particularly sensitive 
about this, as water 
plays a huge part in both 
the cleaning process 
and, in some cases, crop 
production too.

On a regular basis, 
politicians compliment 
the amazing job farmers 
do and the huge im-
pact they have on the 
economy.
The self-priming revo-
lution

Aussie Pumps made 
a major commitment 
to the development of 
self-priming centrifugal 
pumps, particularly for 
wastewater applications.

Aussie Pumps chief 
engineer John Hales 
said, “It started out with 
2” and 3” pumps.”

“Some of them, used 
in smaller piggeries, do 
a marvellous job and 

have been doing it for 
decade.

“One thing we no-
ticed is that, though 
these pumps are super 
reliable, in the cast-
iron configuration, over 
a period of time, they 
can deal with corrosive 
waste liquid issues.

“We’ve been working 
on this – our first step 
being to put heavy duty 
316 stainless-steel im-
pellers in those cast-iron 
semi-trash pumps, with 
a view to extending im-
peller life,” Mr Hales 
said.

“Tungsten carbide me-
chanical seals are now 
also becoming standard 
in many models.”
The stainless-steel 
breakthrough

In 2023, Aussie intro-
duced 316 stainless-steel 
self-priming centrifugal 
pumps up to 3” in di-
ameter. 

These were driven 
by a demand from the 

mining industry, where 
they are required to deal 
with exceptionally cor-
rosive liquids in tough 
operating conditions. 

The results were excel-
lent, with drill rig op-
erators fitting them to 
the rigs with hydraulic-
drive motors.

That success pushed 
Aussie Pumps to build 
cast 316 SS self-priming 
open impeller pumps.

The priming tank is 
designed into Aus-
sie’s pumps, so there is 
no need for additional 
priming devices. 

The pumps also fea-
ture top quality electric 
motors but can also be 
supplied in bare shaft 
configuration.

“From relatively small 
2” 316 stainless-steel 
pumps, we’ve moved 
progressively into bigger 
3” pumps, and 4” more 
recently,” Mr Hales said.

“The Aussie 4” B4XR-

ESTABLISHED in 
2001 for the benefit 
of Australian pig pro-
ducers, the Pork In-
dustry Fund Limited 
is seeking interest for 
those wishing to be-
come members.
Background

The Pork Council of 
Australia Limited was 
established in 1992. 

As part of its opera-
tions, it received funds 
from Australian pork 
producers to be applied 
for the benefit of pro-
ducers, including for use 
in activities such as ad-
vocacy and government 
lobbying on behalf of 
the industry.

In 2001, with restruc-
turing of pork industry 
representative bodies, 
the Pork Council of Aus-
tralia Limited changed 
its name to the Pork 
Industry Fund Limited 
and adopted a deed of 
trust.

The fund has remained 
inactive for many years, 
the quantum and loca-
tion of any monies has 
been difficult to ascer-
tain, we are unaware of 
any current members el-
igible to elect a director. 

Further, as time has 

passed, any individual 
assuming the role of di-
rector is now deceased.

With assistance, we 
have been able to locate 
the funds and a range 
of documentation in-
cluding the deed of trust 
and memorandum and 
articles of the company. 

The quantum of funds 
is material and, as the 
Pork Industry Fund is 
a company limited by 
guarantee, the funds 
cannot be returned to 
members – of which 
there are currently none. 

With this in mind, we 
would like to investigate 
ways to utilise these 
funds for the originally 
intended purpose, which 
is to benefit pig pro-
ducers.

To progress this initia-
tive, the following indi-
viduals have been self-
appointed as directors 
of Pork Industry Fund 
Limited in the absence 
of any current mem-
bers or directors fol-
lowing the recent deaths 
of Robyn Boundy and 
Peter Brechin:

•	Ms Edwina Bev-
eridge

•	Mr Andrew Johnson
•	Dr Andrew Pointon

•	Ms Andree Rowntree
•	Dr Robert van Barn-

eveld
•	Mr Robert Wearne – 

company secretary.
As directors, we have 

been successful in se-
curing access to the 
company’s bank ac-
counts.

Consistent with the 
deed of trust, our inten-
tion is to now seek new 
members, hold an An-
nual General Meeting 
so a board can be duly 
appointed to act on be-
half of members and 
then, through a process 
of member consultation, 
determine the best use 
and rules for manage-
ment of the funds. 

Providing the funds 
are used to benefit Aus-
tralian pig producers, 
there are very few limits 
on how they can be ap-
plied – for example legal 
defence, advocacy, re-
search, marketing, chal-
lenging activists and 
such.
Next steps

To progress matters, 
we are seeking appli-
cations from eligible 
individuals to become 
members of the Pork In-
dustry Fund Limited.

Under the deed of 
trust, any ‘Australian pig 
producer’ is an eligible 
member and can be an 
individual or a company.

We are proposing an 
initial token member-
ship fee of $100.

Should you choose 
to become a member, 
we would then like to 
invite you to an in-
formal meeting to be 
held around the planned 
Australia Pork Limited 
delegates’ meeting in 
Adelaide on May 15, 
2025. 

We will convene the 
meeting in person and 
electronically as re-
quired. 

The purpose of the 
meeting will be to as-
semble a register of 
members and discuss 
uses for and govern-
ance of the fund before 
scheduling a formal 
AGM, to be held after 
members have had time 
to consider options.

We look forward to 
receiving your applica-
tion and progressing this 
initiative for the benefit 
of Australian pig pro-
ducers. 
Pork Industry Fund 
Limited

Pork Industry Fund Limited seeks applications for membership

Aussie’s 4” stainless-steel waste pump

Aussie Pumps new 4” 316 stainless-steel pump in hydraulic-drive configura-
tion.

* continued P13
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THE Australian Meat 
Industry Council re-
cently announced the 
appointment of Tim 
Ryan as its new chief 
executive officer.

Tim joined AMIC in 
2022 and has played 
a pivotal role in ad-
vocating on behalf of 
members. 

With an extensive 
background in the red 
meat industry, he has 
been instrumental in 
addressing some of 
the most critical is-
sues facing the meat 
industry across all sec-
tors, including changes 
to animal welfare stand-
ards, advocating for re-
tail member interests in 
competition inquiries, 
and pushing back on 
scope creep of dietary 
guidelines.

AMIC chair Tom 
Maguire said, “On be-

half of the board, we are 
proud to appoint Tim as 
CEO of AMIC.”

“He brings a deep un-
derstanding of our in-
dustry and a clear vision 
for its future. 

“His leadership will 
be instrumental as we 
continue to advocate 
for our members and 
strengthen the indus-
try’s position both lo-
cally and globally.”

Tim’s appointment 
follows an extensive 
recruitment process to 
identify a leader who 
could steer AMIC 
through an evolving 
regulatory landscape, 
changing consumer ex-
pectations, technolog-
ical advancements and 
environmental consid-
erations.

With AMIC repre-
senting meat proces-
sors, retailers, small-

goods manufacturers, 
wholesalers and ex-
porters, Tim will focus 
on enhancing collabora-
tion, strengthening ad-
vocacy efforts and de-
livering critical services 
that support members’ 
long-term success.

Mr Maguire said, 
“Tim takes on this role 

at a pivotal time for our 
industry.”

“With mounting chal-
lenges and opportunities 
ahead, his leadership will 
ensure AMIC continues 
to deliver value for mem-
bers, while securing a 
strong sustainable future 
for Australia’s red meat 
industry.” 

AMIC recently announced Tim Ryan as its new 
chief executive officer.

AMIC announces Tim Ryan as CEO
A/X 15kW pump is 
virtually 100 percent 
316 stainless steel.

“On that basis, the big 
body with its in-built 
water tank is one solid 
casting, while the im-
peller and motor shaft 
are also in stainless 
steel.

“The 316 SS compo-
nents mean they will 
deal with solids in sus-
pension, will handle 
corrosion and even 
minimise the effects of 
cavitation.

“It’s a huge step for-
ward in terms of liquid 
waste handling,” he 
said.

“We’ve even been 
asked to supply diesel 
drive units, mainly in 
the mining industry 
– that’s a significant 
indication of the ac-
ceptance of what was 

previously considered 
to be a bridge too far in 
terms of cost. 

“With volumes 
picking up, we’re able 
to move the costs down, 
which means lower 
prices to the user.”

The big pumps are all 
part of Aussie Pumps 
piggery package. 

The high-pressure 
cleaners are also sup-
plied in stainless-steel 
frames and bases, de-
signed specifically for 
corrosive applications.

The company also 
produces a great range 
of drain cleaning 
equipment. 

Called the Aussie Co-
bras, available in 3000, 
4000 and 5000psi, the 
jetters are designed for 
clearing drains of up to 
10” diameter.

Designed for clearing 
blocked drains in sub-

urban applications, 
they are now being em-
ployed by the mining 
industry and anywhere 
livestock waste has the 
potential to choke.

“Compared to the old 
eels, our Aussie Cobra 
and King Cobra ma-
chines will get the job 
done in a fraction of the 
time in a clean way,” 
Mr Hales said. 

Not only that, the 
jetter range all come 
with a washdown gun 
and hose kit. 

That means the ma-
chine can double as 
a very capable high-
pressure water blaster 
as well.

Further information 
on Aussie’s piggery 
support package, in-
cluding aeration equip-
ment, is available from 
aussiepumps.com.au or 
call 02 8865 3500. 

Aussie’s 4” stainless-steel waste pump
* from P12
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PRECISION INTESTINAL 
NUTRITION SYNCHRONIZED 

FOR PIGS
Some companies talk about it -  

at Jefo, we do it 
For more information, contact:

Wayne Bradshaw: 0429 301 500 
wbradshaw@jefo.com

or the office:
ausinfo@jefo.com

jefo.com
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Instinct seeks 
to cut costs.
Wisdom knows 
where not to.

1  AVERAGE OF 13 PUBLISHED STUDIES. Assumptions for the calculation: FCR improvement = 0.141, Live weight = 100 kg, Number of animals sold per year = 3000, Vaccination costs: $7,139.

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285. Ingelvac MycoFLEX and Ingelvac CircoFLEX are registered trademarks 
of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AU-POR-0045-2022

The return on investment from 
Boehringer Ingelheim vaccines 
increases with higher feed costs:

Circoviruses have been associated with multiple 
disease conditions in pigs. Signs include weight loss, 

abortions and still births.

Ingelvac CircoFLEX® provides active immunisation of 
pigs as an aid in the prevention and control of diseases 

associated with porcine circovirus type 2. 

At a feed price of $369/tonne, vaccinating with Ingelvac 
CircoFLEX® can generate savings of $11,644 (ROI 1.6)1

The best investment 
for your business is 

good health.
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