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I RECENTLY at-
tended the Australian 
Bureau of Agricul-
tural and Resource 
Economics and Sci-
ences Outlook 2026 
conference, including 
the launch of the 
Council of Rural Re-
search and Develop-
ment Corporations 
Collective Research 
and Innovation Out-
comes report for 
2025.

It was a wonderful 
opportunity to cel-
ebrate the achieve-
ments of Australian 
agriculture across all 
our sectors, and to rec-
ognise the strengths 
of the RDC model, 
which continues to 
drive productivity, 
sustainability and in-
novation across our 
industries. 

While at ABARES 
Outlook I also par-
ticipated in a panel 
‘Debate: Guarding 
our patch or growing 
without borders? The 
future of Australian 
agriculture’, which 
was an opportunity 
to reflect further on 
the outstanding con-
tribution Australian 
farmers make to our 
country, including 
food security, innova-
tion and the broader 
economy. 

Our farmers are 
among the most pro-
ductive, sustainable 
and bio-secure in the 
world. 

They are also among 

the least subsidised. 
Australian agricul-

ture operates with 
some of the lowest 
levels of government 
support in the Organ-
isation for Economic 
Co-operation and De-
velopment.

The combined eco-
nomic contribution 
of the Australian ag-
ricultural sectors is 
tipped to reach $101.4 
billion this financial 
year. 

This is something to 
celebrate. 

But imagine how 
much they could 
achieve if they were 
granted a genuine 
level playing field. 

The Australian pork 
industry contributes 
$6.9 billion to the na-
tional economy and 
supports more than 
36,000 jobs. 

These statistics show 
our sector is thriving, 
but we are capable 
of achieving more if 
given the chance. 

There is clear 
growth potential for 
our industry if we 
back local production. 

Replacing imports 

with domestic supply 
could lift employment 
to over 43,000 jobs 
and increase gross 
domestic product to 
$8.4 billion.

Our farmers al-
ready operate under 
some of the world’s 
highest standards 
and are continuing 
to lift them through 
research and innova-
tion.

The industry is pro-
gressing the first na-
tional standards and 
guidelines for pig 
welfare, ensuring the 
industry can continue 
to deliver science-
backed methods to 
ensure the health and 
wellbeing of our ani-
mals. 

Australian pork pro-
ducers are also deliv-
ering real measurable 
on-farm improve-
ments for environ-
mental sustainability. 

Over four decades 
the pork industry has 
cut fossil fuel use by 
58 percent and water 
use by 80 percent. 

Australian agricul-
ture produces food 
with up to 42 percent 

lower emissions in-
tensity than peer na-
tions, but local pro-
ducers still carry the 
cost of higher stand-
ards while competing 
against imports pro-
duced under different 
settings.

In March, SunPork 
Group announced 
a partnership with 
LMS Energy to de-
velop Australia’s first 
renewable gas facility 
that will convert pig-
gery effluent into re-
newable energy for 
South Australia.

Despite these 
achievements, pro-
ducers find them-
selves competing 
against imports pro-
duced under vastly 
different regulatory, 
environmental and la-
bour conditions. 

That isn’t a level 
playing field.

At the same time, 
complex approvals, 
reporting and compli-
ance processes often 
delay or deter local in-
vestment, even as de-
mand for high quality 
Australian food con-
tinues to grow. 

These systems 
should support pro-
ducers, not stand 
in the way of their 
ability to grow, in-
novate and feed the 
nation.

Importantly, Aus-
tralian agriculture 
is not turning away 
from trade. 

Our sector has al-
ways been outward 

Point of View
by MARGO ANDRAE

CEO

FUEL access is al-
ready tightening, with 
many experiencing 
effective rationing 
through capped vol-
umes, reduced access 
via retailers or outright 
regional shortages. 

Costs are also rising 
sharply, with increases 
of 25 to 66 percent in 
fuel and transport ex-
penses flowing through 
the supply chain. 

For many of our in-
dustries there is little 
if any ability to pass 
these increased costs 
on.

The impacts are 
being felt more acutely 
in highly time-sensitive 
production systems, 
where disruptions to 
fuel supply will directly 
impact animal welfare, 
harvest windows, pro-
cessing continuity and 
food availability. 

We are also starting 
to see risks emerge 
around other essential 
inputs such as urea 
and closely monitoring 
stock levels of other 
related inputs, ranging 
from pallets to pack-
aging.

Producers are having 
to make difficult de-
cisions now, reducing 
activity, reconsidering 
inputs and adjusting 
operational plans based 
on the expectation of 
further disruption. 

These decisions will 
have compounding ef-
fects in the months and 
years ahead.

Following the re-
cent National Cabinet 
Meeting, the Prime 
Minister announced 
the appointment of 
Anthea Harris as the 
National Fuel Coordi-
nator, and the estab-
lishment of a national 
fuel supply taskforce 
to drive coordination 
between the Common-
wealth, state and ter-
ritory governments on 
matters of fuel supply.
What AgriFutures is 
doing

As a research and de-
velopment corporation, 
AgriFutures Australia 
is not an advocacy 
body.

Our role is to convene 
industries, build evi-
dence base and support 
informed decision-
making. 

We are already 
working to quantify 
impacts, model sce-
narios and feed your 
insights directly into 
the Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry and the 
National Coordination 
Mechanism, which is 
an Australian Govern-
ment forum to facilitate 
crisis management and 
coordination among 
Federal, State and Ter-
ritory governments and 
the private sector.

We want to acknowl-
edge the incredible ef-
fort of our industries in 
the face of these chal-
lenges. 

Continue reaching out 
to your peak industry 
bodies and farmers’ 
organisations who are 
actively engaged in 
advocacy around fuel 
shortages and related 
issues.

We are here to sup-
port you. 

If you have signifi-
cant updates, insights 
or suggestions to 
share, email info@ag 
rifutures.com.au 
AgriFutures  
Australia

Australian agriculture needs 
fair trade not free trade

Fuel costs are rising sharply, with increases of 25 to 66 percent.

* continued P2

Fuel supply pressures
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2026
APR 15-17 – Pork+593 – Cuenca, Ecuador. 
https://pork593.aspe.org.ec
MAY 12-14 – Food with Purpose – Gold 
Coast, Queensland. https://www.pix.au/
conf26
MAY 13-14 – British Pig and Poultry Fair – 
Birmingham, UK. https://pigandpoultry.org.
uk
MAY 13-15 – 17th European Symposium 
of Porcine Health Management – Florence, 
Italy. https://www.esphm2026.org
JUN 2-4 – VIV Europe 2026 – Utrecht, The 
Netherlands. https://www.viveurope.nl
JUN 3-4 – World Pork Expo 2026 – Des 
Moines, USA. https://www.worldpork.org
JUN 16-19 – IPVS 2026 – Ho Chi Minh, 
Vietnam. https://ipvs2026.vn/
AUG 19-21 – VIV Select China 2026, 
Shanghai, China. https://china.viv.net
AUG 25 and 26 – Minitube Porcine 
TechDays, Golden Point, Victoria. https://
form.jotform.com/260257675984068
SEP 19-22 – Allen D. Leman Swine 
Conference 2026 – St Paul Minnesota, 
USA. https://lemanconference.umn.edu
SEP 22-24 – Expomeat 2026 – Sao Paulo, 
Brazil. https://www.expomeat.com.br/
OCT 6-8 – International PRRS Symposium 
2026 – Barcelona, Spain. https://iprrs2026.
org
OCT 21-23 – Pork Expo Mexico – 
Aguascalientes, Mexico. http://pork-expo.
org/

0450 672 553
porknews.com.au

How to supply event details: 
Send all details to Australian Pork 
Newspaper, PO Box 162, Wynnum, 
Qld 4178, call 0450 672 553 or email 
design@collins.media

Pork Industry
Calendar of Events

looking, building 
strong export mar-
kets across the re-
gion, including Sin-
gapore.

Australian farmers 
are not asking for 
subsidies. 

They are asking 
for something much 
simpler – the ability 
to compete on fair 
and equivalent 
terms.

What would a level 
playing field look 
like? 

Clear honest food 
labelling so con-
sumers know what 
they are buying. 

Fair and equiva-
lent standards so 
imported products 
cannot bypass re-
quirements that lo-
cals must meet. 

Workforce settings 
that reflect the reali-
ties of labour short-
ages. 

Planning and regu-
latory frameworks 
that don’t make it 
easier to import food 
than to produce it 
here.

In short, the ability 

for our farmers – 
who meet strong 
standards on biose-
curity, sustainability 
and labour – to not 
compete at a dis-
advantage against 
imports produced 
under very different 
settings. 

Expanding and 
modernising agri-
cultural operations is 
in the public interest. 

It would provide 
more local jobs, more 
secure domestic 
food supply and 
greater investment 
in regional commu-
nities, ensuring Aus-
tralian families can 
continue to access 
safe affordable high 
quality local protein.

Our farmers have 
shown they can 
compete. 

They have shown 
they can innovate. 

They have shown 
they can grow. 

All they need is 
the ability to own 
their own future, 
and the opportunity 
to operate on a level 
playing field. 

* from P1

Australian ag 
needs fair trade 
not free trade

Clarification
The Australian Pork Newspaper is a wholly  

independent publication owned by Collins Media.

APN does not receive any funding or financial support 
from Australian Pork Limited.

APN works with APL in providing a medium between 
producers and industry representatives.

As an independent publication, APN also aims to 
provide a wholistic view on all issues impacting the 

pork industry.

APN encourages feedback on published articles in 
either written form or via phone.

Contact Ben Collins on ben@collins.media  
or call 0450 672 553.

ATTENTION

A COMPREHEN-
SIVE review con-
ducted by Australian 
Pork Limited, the 
University of Mel-
bourne and SunPork 
Group has critically 
evaluated the Euro-
pean Union PigStun 
project to determine 
its scientific robust-
ness, practical out-
comes and relevance 
for Australian pork 
processors. 

The assessment 
found that while al-
ternative gases may 
reduce some aversive 
responses during in-
duction, none cur-
rently deliver the 
stunning effective-
ness, throughput or 
commercial feasi-
bility of high concen-
tration carbon dioxide 
systems.

Argon was identified 
as the most promising 
alternative however 
significant limitations 
were also highlighted. 

The experimental 
work showed that ef-
fective argon stun-
ning requires oxygen 
levels at least below 
two percent and ex-
posure durations of 
up to seven minutes 
to ensure pigs do not 

regain consciousness. 
This is far longer 

than current commer-
cial carbon dioxide 
dwell times. 

These extended cy-
cles substantially re-
duce throughput and 
would require major 
plant redesigns, mul-
tiple stunner instal-
lations or significant 
increases in labour 
to offset slower pro-
cessing speeds. 

In addition, argon 
treatments delivered 
inconsistent meat 
quality, including 
higher drip loss, in-
creased incidence of 
bloodspots and el-
evated risk of pale 
soft exudative devel-
opment, increasing 
waste and raising 
concerns for Aus-
tralia’s predominantly 
fresh pork market.

Helium performed 
similarly to argon 
in terms of reduced 
aversion but is not 
commercially viable. 

Its extremely high 
cost, limited global 
supply and the need 
for large scale gas re-
covery systems make 
helium unsuitable for 
industrial use.

The review also ex-

amined an “improved 
electrical stunning” 
system. 

While enhancements 
to raceway design and 
reduced use of high 
voltage prodders im-
proved some welfare 
indicators, electrical 
stunning still requires 
stressful single file 
handling, carries risk 
of incorrect electrode 
placement, has a re-
duced stun-to-stick 
window and produced 
poorer meat quality 
outcomes compared 
to carbon dioxide 
stunning.

Current scientific, 
welfare, operational 
and economic evi-
dence continues to 
support that carbon 
dioxide stunning 
remains the only 
method that consist-
ently delivers reliable 
unconsciousness, effi-
cient throughput, ac-
ceptable meat quality 
and practical com-
mercial implementa-
tion.

The full final report 
will be made avail-
able shortly. 
Australian Pork 
Ltd, SunPork Group 
and University of  
Melbourne AWSC

Carbon dioxide stunning most 
viable commercial method for 
Australian pork processing

THE Australian Pork 
Industry Education 
and Training Com-
mittee is pleased to 
announce the 2026 
scholarship recipi-
ents. 

Following industry 
consultation, Austral-
asian Pork Research 
Institute Limited 
and Australian Pork 
Limited have united 
to form a joint com-
mittee that provides 
oversight, direc-
tion and approvals 
on scholarships and 
awards across tertiary 
and post-tertiary edu-
cation, streamlining 
applications and pro-
viding clear guidance 
for applicants. 

This round received 
22 applications across 
honours, postgrad-
uate, doctor of vet-
erinary medicine and 
postdoctoral fellow-
ship awards.

The committee ap-
proved six APL-
funded honours/mas-
ters by coursework 
awards. 

Congratulations to 
Hongyan Liu from 
the University of 
Melbourne, Shakira 
Parsons from Mur-

doch University, 
Nadia Alexcius from 
Murdoch University, 
Abigail Sopniewski 
from the University 
of Sydney, Sophie 
Battishall from the 
University of Sydney 
and Ruby Price from 
the University of Mel-
bourne.

APRIL-funded post 
graduate awardees in-
clude the following.

Chandra Shaker 
Chouhan from Mur-
doch University, who 
is investigating oral-
fluid rope sampling 
as a welfare-friendly 
alternative to blood 
sampling for circo-
virus surveillance 
across pig herds to 
build a herd-level 
prediction model and 
characterise PCV2 
genotypes.

Elahe Soltani from 
Adelaide University, 
who is working to 
strengthen enzootic 

pneumonia control 
by producing better-
matched m hyo-
pneumoniae vaccine 
candidates via a pig 
serum-free eukary-
otic cell culture plat-
form.

Thien Van from 
Adelaide University 
focuses on sow and 
piglet welfare. 

The project tests 
whether feeding am-
monium chloride in 
late gestation can mo-
bilise calcium from 
body stores, increase 
blood calcium and 
strengthen uterine 
contractions, to 
shorten farrowing and 
lower stillbirth rates.

Jianuo Xu from the 
University of Mel-
bourne will conduct 
the first statewide 
molecular survey of 
cryptosporidium and 
giardia across 69 Vic-
torian farms. 

This study will de-

fine prevalence, spe-
cies/assemblages, risk 
factors and zoonotic 
potential to inform 
herd-health decisions, 
including targeted hy-
giene, management 
and antimicrobial 
stewardship.

Two APRIL-funded 
doctor of veterinary 
medicine awards were 
approved for Adelaide 
University applicants, 
Cheuk Yin Tsang and 
Celestine Ong, who 
are working towards 
developing a com-
mercial mycoplasma 
hyopneumoniae vac-
cine using a novel cell 
culture technique to 
reduce antimicrobial 
use and resistance.

A total of three 
APRIL postdoctoral 
fellowship scheme 
awards were funded.

Ghazanfar Abbas 
from the University 
of Melbourne aims 
to establish the first 
physiologically rel-
evant lab porcine 
intestinal organoid 
model to track cys-
toisopora suis entry, 
replication and epi-
thelial damage, and 
create a platform to 
test drugs, resistance 

and develop sustain-
able control strategies 
for the pork industry.

Shewli Mukerji from 
Murdoch University 
is working to de-
velop a simple high-
throughput robotics-
driven ‘sample-to-
decision’ platform 
that will streamline 
historically manual 
low yield lab methods 
when testing for 
swine dysentery and 
oedema diseases.

Maria Grassio from 
the University of 
Queensland will run 
lab microcosms that 
mimic pond zones 
to measure methane 
production and oxida-
tion, and to map the 
microbial and chem-
ical drivers to give 
a practical low-cost 
guide in cutting pig-
gery emissions.

The committee ex-
tends its congratu-
lations to all award 
recipients and its ap-
preciation to all ap-
plicants. 

Further informa-
tion is available on 
APRIL’s website – 
apri.com.au/research/
fund ing-oppor tun i 
ties 

Education and training awardees announced
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12 - 14 May 2026
Gold Coast Convention and

Exhibition Centre 

Scan to visit website
https://www.pix.au/

email us at: event@pix.au for more information
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BASF Rodent Solution 
for every situation…

Storm® Secure Wax Block

Storm® Soft Bait

Selontra® Soft Bait
Premium solution for all-year round use, in or off 
building placement and high-pressure infestations.

For rapid clean out of hard to control infestations. 
Higher fat and oil content makes it perfect for a 
winter baiting programme.

A cost effective and convenient maintenance product. 
The compressed grain blocks are perfect for a summer 
baiting programme.

TO our readers, pork 
producers, adver-
tisers and industry 
stakeholders, we 
wish to formally re-
tract the article titled 
Controversial Mid-
land Bacon piggery 
plans for expansion, 
which referenced 
content from a third-
party social media 
post.

Upon review, we 
acknowledge that the 
article relied heavily 
on advocacy-based 
claims that were not 
independently veri-
fied prior to publica-
tion. 

The piece presented 
allegations and 
cha rac ter i sa t ions 
regarding animal 
welfare history, en-
vironmental risk and 
operational practices 
in a manner that may 
have implied estab-
lished fact without 
sufficient eviden-
tiary support or ap-
propriate balance.

We recognise that 
this may have caused 

concern among pork 
producers, our ad-
vertising partners 
and broader industry 
stakeholders, par-
ticularly given the 
importance of ac-
curacy, fairness and 
context in reporting 
on production opera-
tions.

We also acknowl-
edge that:

•	The article did 
not include comment 
or response from the 
business referenced 
or relevant regula-
tory authorities

•	Certain state-
ments may have 
overstated or gener-
alised industry prac-
tices without distin-
guishing between 
regulated standards, 
compliance frame-
works and individual 
operations

•	The presentation 
of the planning ap-
plication and objec-
tion process may 
have lacked appro-
priate neutrality.

•	We regret these 

shortcomings and 
any impact they 
may have had on our 
readers and stake-
holders. 

We are committed 
to maintaining edi-
torial standards that 
ensure balanced, 
fact-checked and re-
sponsibly contextu-
alised reporting.

As part of this com-
mitment, we have 
removed the article 
from our website 
and are reviewing 
our editorial pro-
cesses to strengthen 
verification proto-
cols, ensure inclu-
sion of multiple per-
spectives and clearly 
distinguish between 
opinion, advocacy 
and reported fact.

We appreciate the 
ongoing trust of our 
readers and industry 
partners and reaf-
firm our commit-
ment to accurate and 
responsible jour-
nalism. 
Australian Pork 
Newspaper

Retraction notice
Controversial Midland Bacon 
piggery plans for expansion

AS Australia’s pork 
industry faces accel-
erating change, Food 
with Purpose 2026 ar-
rives at a critical mo-
ment for connection, 
collaboration and for-
ward thinking. 

Taking place at the 
Gold Coast Conven-
tion and Exhibition 
Centre from May 12-
14, 2026, Food with 
Purpose 2026 will see 
the Poultry Informa-
tion Exchange, Aus-
tralian Milling Con-
ference and Australian 
Pork Limited unite to 
bring together industry 
leaders, innovators 
and decision-makers 
to explore what’s next 
for the poultry, pig and 
milling industries.

Beyond the keynote 
program, Food with 
Purpose 2026 will 
feature pork-specific 
and joint speaking 
sessions covering on-
farm biosecurity and 

water hygiene, the role 
of protein in the diet, 
future-fit talent, food 
trends, social licence 
and many more. 

Some exciting 
speakers to highlight 
include Olympic gold 
medallist Michael 
Klim, championing 
life with chronic in-
flammatory demyeli-
nating polyneurop-
athy, who – speaking 
from an athlete’s per-
spective – will join 
speakers in a session 
on the importance of 
protein in a diet. 

Bite Communica-
tion’s Anna Bertram 
will speak to ‘Value-
packed protein: stra-
tegic health mar-
keting for Australian 
pork’, with Dr Karen 
Murphy from the Uni-
versity of South Aus-
tralia rounding out the 
session.

Iowa’s Brenneman 
Pork will present at 

Food with Purpose, 
represented by piglet 
maternity ward guru 
and SowMomma pod-
caster Erin Brenneman 
and head of live pro-
duction Jeremy Rob-
ertson. 

Both will feature 
across the speaking 
program, including a 
panel led by Humans 
of Agriculture Oli 
Le Lievre discussing 
future-fit talent for 
the industry, which 
will include local pro-
ducers and others.

A vibrant exhibi-
tion will showcase the 
latest technologies, 
products and services 
supporting primary 
industries. 

From agtech and 
data solutions to in-
puts, infrastructure 
and professional ser-
vices, the exhibition 
floor remains a cen-
tral hub for innovation, 
networking and com-

mercial opportunity.
Early bird registra-

tions are now open, 
providing attendees 
with the opportunity 
to secure their place at 
a reduced rate and be 
part of one of Austral-
ia’s leading primary 
industry events.

Food with Purpose 
2026 is more than a 
conference and trade 
show – it is a meeting 
point for ideas, part-
nerships and progress. 

With a strong key-
note lineup, a dynamic 
exhibition and a fu-
ture-focused program, 
it promises to deliver 
insight and impact 
well beyond the event 
itself.

To register, exhibit 
or learn more, visit 
www.pix.au and be 
part of the conversa-
tion shaping the future 
of Australian poultry, 
pork and milling in-
dustries. 

Food with Purpose 2026 – 
where insight, innovation 
and industry converge

https://porknews.com.au
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Gallagher (formerly Tresidder Insurance Brokers)

Same Great People
Same Great Location
With Greater Strength
With Greater Capability

AJG.com/au

Brad Tresidder Clarissa Crothers-StompsDean O’Halloran

Caleb AggLuke Chrzanowski Michelle Forbes

Paul Marino

Andrew Medland

Adam Korth

Ashlee Smith Dion Lawson

Brad Tresidder
M:  0488 282 424

E:  Brad.Tresidder@ajg.com.au

Clarissa Crothers-Stomps
M:  0466 469 392

E:  Clarissa.CrothersStomps@ajg.com.au

Karyn HarringtonKaryn Harrington

Dion Lawson

Graeme Dent (second from left) at WAPPA’s 2007 annual general meet-
ing dinner with fellow WAPPA stalwarts Errol Howard, Steve Martin and 
Richard Evison.

BACK in January 
2007, I wrote and is-
sued a media release 
quoting then Western 
Australian Pork Pro-
ducers Association 
president and Cu-
balling pork producer 
Graeme Dent on the 
sometimes vexing sub-
ject of animal welfare.

‘Denty’ refreshingly 
was happy to come 
out on the front trotter 
(foot), and his forth-
right public comments 
were well covered and 
well received back 
then.

An honest straight 
to the point character, 
Denty would prefer to 
call a spade a shovel 
than a spade.

By way of contrast, 
many of those in pork 
producer power seats 
these days too often 
resort to taking soft 
public steps when it 
comes to critical wel-
fare matters, some of 
which can result in 
immediate downward 
pressure on pork de-
mand if allowed to 
fester.

This is especially the 
case when fellow pork 
producers have badly 
let the industry down.

The great majority 
who do the right 
thing are rightly ag-
grieved and need and 
deserve their industry 
bodies to act quickly, 
decisively and pub-
licly to condemn the 

wrongdoers.
Also, too often the 

messengers get ‘shot’ 
rather than the perpe-
trators of the cruelty.

So let’s now share 
what Denty had to 
say back then, with 
admittedly some pro-
fessional advice and 
guidance at the time 
from yours truly.
The headline, ‘WA 
pork producers’ 
leader condemns 
animal neglect’

Cuballing producer 
and resident of the WA 
Pork Producers’ Asso-
ciation Graeme Dent 
said today that any 
producer not properly 
caring for their pigs 
should immediately 
improve their animal 
health and welfare 
practices or get out of 
the industry.

“WAPPA represents 
250 or so producers 
at the front end of an 
industry which has 
a farm-gate value of 
$100 million a year 
and directly and in-
directly employs 3000 
people in more than 60 

shires across 300,000 
square kilometres of 
WA’s agricultural 
zone.”

“We don’t tolerate 
cruelty or irresponsible 
animal welfare prac-
tices which may lead 
to unnecessary suf-
fering by pigs, and we 
condemn the actions 
of anyone neglecting 
their responsibilities to 
the animals in their 
care,” he said.

Mr Dent was com-
menting following a 
report in today’s West 
Australian newspaper 
that a WA piggery was 
being investigated by 
authorities, including 
the police, regarding 
allegations of animal 
cruelty.

“The great majority 
of the 580,000 pigs 
processed in WA each 
year have been raised 
in animal friendly in-
door and outdoor envi-
ronments, with access 
to abundant feed and 
water and appropriate 
veterinary care when 
needed.”

“Unhappy unhealthy 

uncomfortable pigs do 
not breed effectively or 
produce quality meat, 
so the well-being, 
safety and health of 
our pigs is always of 
utmost concern to pig-
gery owners, operators 
and staff,” Mr Dent 
said.

“More than 80 per-
cent of WA’s pork is 
produced under APIQ, 
the national pig in-
dustry quality assur-
ance scheme, which is 
based on world’s best 
practice in animal 
husbandry and in-
cludes annual random 
independent on-farm 
audits.

“APIQ covers animal 
welfare, food safety 
and biosecurity as-
pects of production 
and is supported by 
a traceability system 
known as PigPass Na-
tional Vendor Declara-
tion. 

“Despite these in-
dustry-initiated checks 
and balances, it’s an 
unfortunate fact of 
life that there will be 
some mismanagement 
of production units, 
which we deeply re-
gret, but as all farmers 
know, managing and 
caring for animals is 
an art and a science.

“WA producers are 
getting much of the 
science right, with 
good genetics, quality 
housing and feeding 
grain-based diets  

Welfare failures must be called out loud and clear

Cant
Comment  

by BRENDON CANT
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Don’t wait for first cold front to find weak spots

IT usually starts small. 
A slight ripple across 

the shelter cover. 
A bit of movement on 

a windy day. 
Maybe a section that 

doesn’t sit quite as tight 
as it used to. 

This is quite easy to 
ignore when everything 
on site is running as it 
should.

But as winter ap-
proaches, piggeries are 
put under increasing 
pressure. 

Cooler temperatures, 
stronger winds and sea-
sonal rain can quickly 
expose weaknesses in 
shelter systems. 

What begin as small 
issues eventually 
lead to inconsistent 
shelter temperatures 
and heating systems 
working harder, driving 
up energy costs and 
overall shed efficiency. 

When conditions in-
side the shed fluctuate, 
this doesn’t only affect 
infrastructure, but an-
imal comfort, feed con-
version and production 
outcomes.
Tension is everything

Shelter covers are 
built to withstand harsh 
Australian conditions. 

However, one of the 
most common causes 
of premature failure 
isn’t the material, it’s 
the loss of tension.

When a cover be-
comes loose, it begins 
to flap in the wind, de-
teriorating rapidly, re-
gardless of its quality. 

The constant move-
ment creates flex 
crack damage, acceler-
ates wear and leads to 
tearing over time. 

Maintaining correct 
tension is what allows 
a cover to perform as 
intended and can add 
years to a cover’s ser-
vice life. 

Several Polytex-
installed Eco Shelter 
covers from over 25 
years ago are still per-
forming today. 

This is proof of what 

proper tensioning com-
bined with correct fit-
ting and quality mate-
rials can achieve.

The secret to longevity 
is maintaining tension, 
preventing wind flap 
and fabric deterioration.
What to check  
before winter sets in

The lead-up to winter 
is the ideal time to in-
spect your shelters and 
address issues before 
they escalate:

•	Visible damage such 
as tears or punctures

•	Sagging or loose 
panels, an early sign in-
dicating loss of tension

•	Worn stitching or 
seam stress

•	Signs of UV 
bleaching or brittle 
fabric.

Polytex recommends 
producers check their 
covers now to ensure 
they are properly ten-
sioned and secure. 

If in doubt, re-tension 
first. 

It can restore perfor-
mance and extend the 
life of a cover. 

But where damage is 
more severe, timely re-
placement is often more 
cost-effective when 
compared to running 
a compromised shelter 
through winter.
Choosing the right 
cover

Modern replacement 
covers are designed 
with the above chal-
lenges in mind. 

High-tensile poly-
ethylene and poly-
propylene fabrics, ad-
vanced welding tech-
niques and minimal 
stitching all contribute 
to greater durability 
and longer service life.

Equally important is 
fit. 

A custom-made cover 
allows for correct ten-
sioning from the outset, 
reducing stress on the 
material and improving 
long-term performance.

With decades of ex-
perience working 
alongside Australian 

piggery operators, Pol-
ytex understands how 
local conditions im-
pact shelter infrastruc-
ture and how to design 
covers that perform re-
liably.
Act before it  
becomes urgent

Shelter covers are a 
working asset. 

When they’re per-
forming properly, 
they support the en-
tire operation without 
drawing attention to 
themselves. 

But when they’re not, 
the costs follow quickly, 
leading to urgent re-
pairs, increased down-
time and added pres-
sure on operations. 

Take the time now 
to inspect, repair or 
replace your covers 
because when winter 

hits, the last thing you 
want is to find out your 
shelter wasn’t ready.

Polytex covers are 
made to measure for 
your specific shelter 
layout, ensuring op-
timal fit and tensioning 
performance from day 
one. 

With fast turnaround 
manufacturing and 
straightforward instal-
lation, getting a re-
placement sorted before 
winter is well within 
reach. 

For replacement 
covers, tensioning ac-
cessories or expert ad-
vice on your piggery 
shelter infrastructure, 
contact Polytex on 
1300 059 003 or email 
sales@polytex.net.au 

Polytex

n Ensure your shelters are ready to go before winter

DO YOUR SHELTER COVERS
NEED REPLACING OR REPAIR?

CONTACT US TODAY

PH 1300 059 003
EM sales@polytex.net.au
WE polytex.net.au

Side Blinds End Walls

NOW IS THE TIME TO PREPARE FOR WINTER

Shelter Covers

Premium Fabrics + Tear Resistant

Custom Sizes + Made to Fit Your Shelters

Fast Manufacturing + Easy Installation

FAST TURNAROUND ON
PIGGERY SHELTER COVERS

Repair Products

Piggery shelter covers.

developed by world-
leading WA animal 
nutritionists and 
using clean quality-
assured WA grain.

“The real art is 
training all pig-
gery owners, man-
agers and staff in 
the highest possible 
animal handling and 
husbandry systems. 

“We’ve invested 
a lot of time and 
money in such 
training and have 
a full-time training 
officer based out of 
WAPPA’s office.

“A critical part of 
training stock per-
sons is giving them 
the skills to prevent, 

rapidly diagnose 
and treat to ensure 
pigs in their care are 
free from pain, in-
jury or disease.

“WA producers 
are determined to 
be part of the solu-
tion, not part of the 
problem,” Mr Dent 
concluded.

It should be noted 
that Denty was 
last year awarded 
life membership of 
WAPPA.

Well deserved I 
say and due recogni-
tion for his tireless 
efforts and public 
forthrightness on be-
half of pigs and pork 
producers when and 
where it counts. 

Welfare failures must be 
called out loud and clear
* from P6
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Pigs going under a fence. Photo: Madalene Oberin

FERAL pigs pose a 
direct biosecurity risk 
to the Australian pork 
industry, including 
through the introduc-
tion and transmission of 
emergency animal dis-
eases – such as African 
swine fever and foot-
and-mouth disease – to 
and from domestic pigs. 

The establishment of 
an EAD in feral pigs 
in Australia would in-
directly impact com-
mercial piggeries by re-
ducing the likelihood of 
a successful eradication 
response in Australia. 

In Europe, it has been 
shown that once dis-
eases such as ASF are 
established in wild pig 

populations, eradication 
is extremely difficult. 

This poses serious 
risks to pig health and 
welfare, business conti-
nuity and trade.

In May 2022, Aus-
tralia’s Animal Health 
Committee endorsed 
the ‘Voluntary en-
hanced biosecurity 
standards for African 
swine fever’ for Aus-
tralian piggeries. 

These standards rec-
ognise the biosecurity 
risks posed by feral pigs 
through the following 
performance indicators:

•	An exposure assess-
ment has been under-
taken for feral pigs

•	Where the farm is in 
a moderate or high-risk 
area, action has been 
taken to exclude access 
of feral pigs

•	Monitoring records 
for feral pigs are avail-
able for review

•	Feral pigs that die in 
unusual or unexplained 
circumstances must be 
reported.

However, many pig 
producers do not have 
the skills, knowledge 
and tools to accurately 
assess the likelihood of 
feral pig exposure – di-
rect or indirect to their 
piggery. 

This presents a bar-
rier to adoption of the 
VEBS-ASF by pro-
ducers. 

To address this sig-
nificant gap, Australian 
Pork Limited is funding 
a project (2025/0132) to 
develop reliable, repeat-
able, evidence-based 
and easy-to-follow 
methods for use by pro-

ducers to routinely con-
duct feral pig exposure 
assessments in the im-
mediate vicinity of pig-
geries and at a regional 
scale. 

This project is being 
delivered by a col-
laboration between co-
investigators from the 
Centre of Excellence 
for Biosecurity Risk 
Analysis at the Uni-
versity of Melbourne, 
NSW Department of 
Primary Industries and 
Regional Development, 
the National Feral Pig 
Action Plan and Sun-
Pork Group. 

A national ‘base layer’ 
feral pig exposure map 
is being built to estab-
lish where feral pigs 
are most likely to be 
present and where the 
landscape supports 
their movement – for 
example, access to 
water, land uses, food 
availability, shelter and 
disturbance.

To do this, two na-
tional datasets have 
been integrated. 

The first is the Aus-
tralian Animal Disease 
Spread AFS and FMD 
feral pig epidemio-
logical model and the 
second is the estimates 
of relative abundance of 
feral pigs, published by 
the Australian Bureau 
of Agricultural and Re-
source Economics and 
Sciences and the Com-
monwealth Scientific 
and Industrial Research 
Organisation. 

This map can be seen 
in Figure 1. 

This information has 
been aligned to create 

an integrated hybrid 
map on a 4×4km grid 
that combines the 
strengths from both the 
AADIS and ABARES 
datasets.

A literature review 
identified that a prac-
tical feral pig exposure 
likelihood layer should 
also integrate the fol-
lowing data:

•	Land use suitability 
for feral pigs

•	Crop attractive-
ness as potential food 
sources for feral pigs

•	Proximity to water – 
access to water sources 
including rivers, creeks, 
wetlands and reservoirs 
by feral pigs

•	Proximity to veg-
etated cover – access 
to vegetation that pro-
vides shelter, conceal-
ment and movement 
pathways

•	Riparian and cor-
ridor environments 
– areas close to both 
water and vegetated 
cover that may act as 
movement corridors.

This information will 
be used to calculate a 
combined landscape 
suitability score that 
combines each of these 
factors using adjustable 
weightings. 

This landscape suit-
ability score will then 
be combined with a 
pig exposure score to 
develop a feral pig ex-
posure likelihood layer 
and enable a feral pig 
exposure likelihood 
score to be estimated. 

An expert elicitation 
process is being held 
in late March, involving 
feral pig specialists 
from across Australia, 
to refine weightings 
and provide inputs to 
uncertain model pa-
rameters to ensure that 
the framework reflects 
current ecological un-
derstanding. 

These specialists will 
also be asked to iden-
tify any other param-
eters that should be in-
corporated into the base 

Developing and piloting feral 
pig exposure assessment  
tool and proximity alert

by HEATHER CHANNON
National Feral Pig

Management Coordinator
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layer for which there is 
suitable data.

Once this is done, 
the next step will be 
the development of an 
easy-to-follow guided 
property feral pig as-
sessment methodology 
that pork producers 
can easily use on their 
own property.

This will enable a 
producer to periodi-
cally assess and record 
what’s happening on 
their property and in 
the local area that may 
be influencing feral pig 
activity, and how like-
lihood of exposure to 
feral pigs may change 
seasonally. 

These site-specific 
observations will be 
used to improve the 
precision of the na-
tional base-layer map 
so that the producer 
obtains a sensitive 
property‑level feral pig 
exposure likelihood 
score. 

The questions that 
will be included in the 
guided property assess-
ment and the platform 
that will be used by 
producers to complete 
the assessment are still 
under consideration. 

Tailored guidance to 
support producers with 
their feral pig moni-
toring and surveillance 
activities and recom-
mended control op-
tions and timing will 
also be delivered as 
part of exposure likeli-
hood reports generated 
by this project. 

It is anticipated that 
the exposure likelihood 
assessment and report 
may be translatable to 
other landholders and 
environmental stake-
holders into the future. 

A feral pig proximity 
alert tool, delivered via 
FeralScan, is also being 
built as part of this pro-
ject. 

This alert will pro-
vide notifications of re-
ported feral pig activity 
near locations nomi-
nated by producers and 
act as timely prompts 
for checking, moni-
toring and risk reduc-
tion actions.

FeralScan is a free 
online mapping and 

reporting tool designed 
for use by land man-
agers. 

Sightings, evidence of 
pests (for example, rub 
marks, wallows, tracks 
and scats), agricultural 
and environmental 
damage and control ac-
tions used to remove 
feral pigs from the 
landscape can be se-
curely and privately re-
corded on this system. 

The tool was devel-
oped by the Centre for 
Invasive Species Solu-
tions and is managed 
by NSW DPIRD. 

For more informa-
tion on FeralScan, visit 
www.feralscan.org.au

Together, the feral pig 

exposure likelihood 
tool and the FeralScan 
proximity alert are ex-
pected to make it easier 
for producers to assess, 
record and respond to 
risks associated with 
feral pigs in their lo-
cality. 

By supporting rou-
tine monitoring and 
management, helping 
coordinate control ef-
forts with neighbours 
and simplifying record 
keeping, these tools 
will also help producers 
meet APIQ VEBS-ASF 
expectations for feral 
pig exposure awareness 
and management, and 
in doing so, reduce the 
risk of disease intro-

duction and spread to 
their herds from feral 
pigs. 

Further updates will 
be provided as the ex-
pert elicitation outputs 
are incorporated and 
the pilot phase com-
mences with producers 
who have volunteered 
to pilot these tools 
through the concurrent 
APL-funded VEBS-
ASF facilitation project. 

If you’d like to discuss 
the content of this ar-
ticle or have any ques-
tions related to effective 
feral pig management, 
contact me on Heather.
Channon@feralpigs.
com.au or 0423 056 
045. 

Developing and piloting a feral pig exposure assessment tool and proximity alert

Figure 1. The feral pig relative abundance map.

* from P8

THE ‘National En-
vironmental Guide-
lines for Indoor 
Piggeries – Man-
agement’ is a guide 
for indoor piggeries, 
covering all the 
latest research and 
regulatory changers 
to help producers 
meet their general 
environmental duty 
while maintaining 
efficient and envi-
ronmentally sustain-
able production. 

The NEGIP-M 
includes guidelines 
on maintaining cov-
ering feed, sheds 

and effluent/manure 
management. 

Australian Pork 
Limited will host 
a webinar to pro-
vide a walk-through 
of the resource for 
producers on May 
1, 2026 at 1-2pm 
AEST. 

Further details will 
be provided via the 
weekly APL Update 
closer to the web-
inar date. 

Queries can be 
emailed to exten 
s ion@aus t r a l i a n 
pork.com.au 
Australian Pork 
Limited

Webinar on National 
Environmental 
Guidelines for Indoor 
Piggeries Management
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Successful attendees at Aussie Pumps safety training events for pressure-cleaning operators. 
Scan the QR code for Aussie’s free high-pressure safety training program. 

IT is well known that 
modern piggeries 
have already moved to 
Aussie Pumps range 
of 316 stainless-steel 
pumps. 

These heavy-duty 
self-primers will 
handle up to 2200LPM 
and are literally built 
like tanks. 

They are all part 
of the Aussie Pumps 
package designed spe-
cifically for livestock 
operators, from pig-
geries to dairies and 
milk processors to ab-
attoirs.

Aussie Pumps chief 
engineer John Hales 
said, “The inspiration 
for the development of 
the 316 stainless-steel 
pumps was all to do 
with feedback from 
users.”

“We found that smart 
piggeries like West-
pork and JBS know 
that the great challenge 
is to keep animals 
healthy by moving ef-
fluent promptly.”

The new stainless-
steel pumps come 
standard with two-pole 

heavy-duty electric 
motors, matched per-
fectly in terms of power 
to pump capacity.

The company also 
makes portable petrol 
and diesel engine drive 
trash pumps that can be 
used anywhere around 
the farm or processing 
plant. 
Free safety training

Aussie Pumps is 
the only company we 
know of that offers a 
free safety training 
program for operators 
of high-pressure water 
blasters. 

Every pork producer 
knows of the need for 
consistent cleaning, 
that means pressure 
cleaners and steamers.

Aussie’s free safety 
training program is de-
signed to help opera-
tors stay safe, bearing 
in mind the potential 
for injuries in terms of 
slips that can be easily 
made, especially when 
fatigue or boredom is 
setting in.

Scan the QR code on 
the photo to log on to 
the course. 

On successful com-
pletion, a certificate 
will be sent in the mail 
to the attendee.
Drain-cleaning jetters

Aussie Pumps also 
has a free safety 
training program for 
operators of drain-
cleaning jetters. 

That is just about 
every piggery, chicken 
shed, abattoir and pro-
cessing plant in the 
country.

“Keeping drains clean 
is a piece of cake,” Mr 
Hales said.

“With our safety 
training program, 
the operators take 
pride in their work 
and are gratified that 
their employers put 
them through a safety 
training program.”

After all, as Aussie 
Pumps says, occupa-
tional health and safety 
is everybody’s respon-
sibility.

For further in-
formation, contact 
Aussie Pumps dealers 
throughout Australia 
or visit aussiepumps.
com.au 
Aussie Pumps

Piggery cleaning made easy
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MSD Animal 
Health Australia has 
launched the nation’s 
first injectable ile-
itis vaccine – Porcilis 
Lawsonia.

This vaccine ad-
dresses all three 
forms of ileitis, with 
the disease estimated 
to cost Australian pig 
producers between 
$4.06 and $39 per 
marketed pig.

Pig farmers can now 
administer the vac-
cine, without relying 
on dosing through 
drinking water or 
the cumbersome 
drenching of piglets, 
to aid in the preven-
tion of infections 
from lawsonia intra-
cellularis, the bacte-
rium responsible for 
proliferative enter-
opathy, commonly 
known as ileitis. 

This disease is char-
acterised by poor 
growth, diarrhoea 
and, in severe cases, 
sudden death and 
dysentery in grower 
and finisher pigs.

Porcilis Lawsonia 
offers farmers flex-
ibility in disease con-
trol strategies, poten-
tially leading to pro-
duction cost savings 
in labour and feed. 

The vaccine can be 

given as an intramus-
cular injection mixed 
with Porcilis PCV M 
Hyo or as an intra-
dermal needle-free 
vaccine in combi-
nation with Porcilis 
PCV IDAL. 

Both methods can 
also be used as stan-
dalone vaccines.

Currently, the only 
alternative ileitis vac-
cine in Australia is 
administered orally 
through individual 
drenching or in water, 
requiring a seven-
day antibiotic-free 
window during ad-
ministration. 

In contrast, Porcilis 
Lawsonia provides 
a convenient single-
dose option (intra-
muscular or intra-
dermal) that stream-
lines the vaccination 
process, particularly 
when combined with 
existing vaccines 
such as Porcilis PCV 
M Hyo or Porcilis 
PCV IDAL.

Farmers can start 
vaccinating piglets 
from 21 days of age 
with Porcilis Law-
sonia, reducing clin-
ical symptoms such 
as diarrhoea and 
weight loss caused by 
i intracellularis.

Porcilis Lawsonia 

is an inactivated vac-
cine effective against 
all three recognised 
forms of ileitis – sub-
clinical, chronic and 
haemorrhagic. 

Consequently, farm-
ers can achieve la-
bour and feed cost 
savings per pig mar-
keted, even after ac-
counting for the vac-
cine’s initial purchase 
cost.

Pig producers may 
wonder if ileitis is a 
concern even with 
antibiotic use – the 
answer is yes.

Antibiotics often do 
not effectively control 
ileitis and increasing 
antimicrobial resist-
ance has been docu-
mented. 

For instance, tylosin 
shows only interme-
diate effectiveness, 
while chlortetracy-
cline exhibits vari-
able results with low 
to intermediate ac-
tivity. 

Poor control of ile-
itis can lead to de-
creased feed conver-
sion ratios and av-
erage daily gains.

MSD Animal 
Health technical lead 
for swine in Asia 
Pacific Dr Leo El-
lerma said: “Porcilis 
Lawsonia has been 

a trusted vaccine for 
ileitis since its global 
launch in Europe in 
2018, and MSD An-
imal Health has a 
long history of inno-
vation in the swine 
industry.”

For more informa-
tion, and research ref-
erences, contact MSD 
Animal Health at 
msd-animal-health.
com or 1800 033 461.

Note, Porcilis is a 
registered trademark. 

MSD Animal 
Health

Australia’s first injectable 
ileitis vaccine now available

Launched by MSD Animal Health, Australia’s first injectable ileitis vaccine Porcilis Lawsonia 
addresses all three forms of ileitis.
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Paxoma brings together infrastructure, devices, environmental control, feeding systems and 
ongoing service under one roof.

FOR almost three dec-
ades, FeedWorks has 
been a steady force in 
Australian and New 
Zealand agriculture 
– known for bringing 
science-led nutrition, 
evidence-based in-
sights and practical 
on-farm solutions to 
livestock producers. 

But in recent years, 
something shifted. 

Conversations with 
farmers in a rapidly 
evolving industry 
began to circle around 
the same frustrations 
– outdated infrastruc-
ture pathways, com-
plex processes and a 
widening gap between 
what producers need 
and what the market 
was offering.

Out of those conver-
sations came Paxoma.

FeedWorks man-
aging partner Malcolm 
Mottram recognised 
the need emerging 
across the industry. 

“The biggest chal-
lenge in animal in-
frastructure is having 
complete project man-
agement,” Mr Mot-
tram said. 

“Getting approvals, 
navigating compli-
ance, managing time-
lines – all before the 
first post goes in the 
ground. 

“Producers want 

someone who under-
stands government, 
understands compli-
ance and can stay with 
them from scoping to 
after-sales support.”

Paxoma exists to an-
swer that need.

Backed by Feed-
Works’ long-standing 
reputation, its global 
supplier network and 
its science-led philos-
ophy, Paxoma brings 
together infrastruc-
ture, devices, envi-
ronmental control, 
feeding systems and 
ongoing service under 
one roof. 

It’s not just a build – 
it’s a system.

“We already have the 
contacts, supply lines 
and technical knowl-
edge,” Mr Mottram 
said. 

“Our clients trust us. 
“Paxoma follows the 

same philosophy – the 
clients come first. 

“And with strong in-
ternational partners 
behind us, we can de-
liver the complete so-
lution, not just a com-
ponent.”

That complete solu-
tion matters more than 
ever. 

Producers across 
pigs, poultry, dairy 
and beef are increas-
ingly seeking to im-
prove animal welfare, 
strengthen biosecurity, 

manage environmental 
impact and extract 
more efficiency from 
every square metre of 
housing.

“The misconcep-
tion is that it’s ‘just a 
shed’,” he said. 

“Livestock housing is 
exactly that – a house. 

“It’s an incredibly 
sophisticated system – 
environmental control, 
feeding, water, ventila-
tion, data. 

“Trying to do it 
cheap ends up costing 
more in the long run.”

Across species, the 
needs vary but the 
principle remains the 
same – better systems 
mean better animals 
and better production. 

For pigs, it’s about 
environmental control, 
welfare outcomes and 
keeping pace with rap-
idly shifting market 
expectations. 

“Producers need 
the most innovative 
housing to stay profit-
able,” he said.

Underlying all of 
this is a commitment 
to progress – not for 
progress’ sake, but for 
producers. 

“Agriculture can 
only stay profitable if 
it keeps innovating,” 
he said. 

“Science-led systems 
are the only way for-
ward.”

When asked to sum 
up Paxoma in a few 
words, he keeps it 
simple. 

“We’re here for pro-
ducers,” he said.

“We deliver pro-
ject management and 
building for livestock 
infrastructure. 

“It’s built right, 
backed by the most in-
novative systems and 
people, and supported 
long after the build is 
finished.”

And the guiding 
principle?

“We’re here to do it 
right,” Mr Mottram 
said.

“We’re not in it for 
the sake of being in it. 

“There are no cutting 
corners. 

“We’ll do the project 
right or we don’t do it 
at all. 

“It’s who we are.” 
FeedWorks

FeedWorks expands its vision with Paxoma

FeedWorks manag-
ing partner Malcolm 
Mottram.

A U S T R A L I A N 
bioenergy company 
LMS Energy and 
pork producer Sun-
Pork Group have un-
veiled a partnership 
to establish Austral-
ia’s first commercial-
scale agricultural re-
newable natural gas 
facility at the Wasleys 
piggery, north of Ad-
elaide.

The Wasleys facility 
will use anaerobic di-
gestion to break down 
piggery effluent, 
capturing the biogas 
produced from the 
breakdown of organic 
matter and preventing 
greenhouse gas emis-
sions from being re-
leased into the atmos-
phere. 

The facility will 
upgrade the biogas 
to pipeline-quality 
RNG, a like-for-like 
replacement for nat-

ural gas that can be 
supplied to natural 
gas users across South 
Australia. 

Households and 
businesses alike in 
South Australia will 
be able use RNG like 
conventional natural 
gas – for industrial 
heating applications 
as well as powering 
cooktops, water 
heaters and gas fire-
places. 

The RNG will dis-
place conventional 
fossil fuels and pro-
vide residents and 
businesses in South 
Australia with a 
sustainable energy 
source. 

Increasing supply 
of RNG will help 
Australia reach its 
national emissions 
targets. 

RNG can be stored, 
used to firm supply 
and reduces reliance 

on renewable elec-
tricity.

The landmark pro-
ject will pioneer the 
supply of RNG, which 
will start replacing 
conventional natural 
gas in industry and 
electricity generation. 

It will demonstrate 
the viability of RNG 
projects, signalling 
to the market to start 
tapping into the cur-
rently un-tapped 
supply of agricultural 
residues.

The Wasleys renew-
able gas project is set 
to begin construction 
mid-2026, with com-
pletion in September 
2029.

The project is sup-
ported by the Aus-
tralian Renewable En-
ergy Agency, which 
is funding $10 mil-
lion of the Wasleys 
project’s total cost of 
$24.1 million. 

LMS Energy and 
SunPork to build RNG 
facility at SA piggery

https://porknews.com.au
https://paxoma.com.au
https://austwaste.com.au
mailto:operations@austwaste.com.au
mailto:daryl@wildseasfishmeal.com
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THE welfare of pigs 
before slaughter has 
a direct and measur-
able impact on meat 
quality, waste and 
farm profitability 
and is prompting pro-
ducers to take a closer 
look at what’s hap-
pening on-farm be-
fore the truck arrives.

Beanstalk AgTech 
has been tracking the 
relationship between 
pig welfare, meat 
quality and business 
performance as a col-
laborative effort with 
Food Agility CRC, 
Curtin University, 
Pork Innovation WA, 
Xsights Digital and 
Craig Mostyn Group. 

The findings point 
out that stressed pigs 
before slaughter lead 
to more bruising, 
higher rates of pale 
soft exudative meat, 
poorer bleeding 
quality and lower car-
cass grades. 

Drawing on the 
analysis of 19 interna-
tional frameworks, the 
collaboration identi-
fied 80 high-value in-
dicators across three 
pillars – pigs, planet 
and people. 

These metrics give 
producers visibility 
over what’s driving 
quality variation and 
where targeted im-
provements will have 
the greatest impact.

The collaboration’s 
findings showed that 
calmer pigs supported 
by better housing, 
enrichment and be-
havioural monitoring 
produce more con-
sistent higher-grade 
meat with less waste 
and a lower carbon 
footprint per kilo-
gram. 

This is what under-
pinned the case for 
tracking these metrics 
consistently across the 
production system.

Beanstalk AgTech 
director Grant Gil-
mour said, “Working 
closely with pork pro-
ducers on this collab-
oration has put num-
bers to what farmers 
already know instinc-
tively, that animal 
welfare and farm per-
formance are deeply 
connected.”

“Producers can now 

make informed de-
cisions about where 
to focus and what 
changes will have the 
greatest impact on 
their returns.”

Food Agility CRC 
chief scientist and 
deputy chief execu-
tive officer Professor 
David Lamb said, 
“This collaborative 
research project with 
Beanstalk was highly 
practical, turning 
complex data into in-
sights that producers 
can readily apply to 
improve animal wel-

fare, meat quality and 
overall farm perfor-
mance.”

The findings from 
this collaboration give 
the pork industry the 
evidence that welfare 
improvements lead to 
better product, less 
waste and more return 
per animal.

Beanstalk AgTech 
is an innovation advi-
sory firm with broad 
experience working 
across all production 
systems in Australia 
and Asia. 
Beanstalk AgTech

Calmer pigs are good 
for your bottom line

it’s visible! 

A healthy sow,
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Partnering in microbial solutions for a changing world.

Using sound science, proven results and knowledge from experience, Lallemand Animal 
Nutrition helps our customers and industry partners be more successful – and animals 
lead healthier lives.
Lallemand Animal Nutrition provides a full range of speci�c microbial products, services 
and solutions that improve animal performance, and support their health and well-being
while respecting animals, people and the environment.
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Food Agility CRC chief scientist and deputy 
CEO Prof David Lamb.

Beanstalk AgTech 
director Grant 
Gilmour.
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https://www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com/en/australia/?market=australia
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THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 
Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.
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We embrace new technologies and the opportunities that they bring

We are passionate about enhancing both your experience and your business by using 
the latest technology and insights to develop the best, most complete solutions for the 
challenges facing the swine industry. 

Our mission extends beyond addressing your immediate needs; we’re dedicated to 
creating a better future for generations to come.

Contact your local Boehringer Ingelheim Livestock representative to discuss how 
together we can build the resilience needed to withstand the challenges ahead.

Together, we get it right.

Life forward

The path ahead can  
seem unclear 

Building resilience to withstand 
any challenges, together

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. 
ABN 53 071 187 285. © 2024 Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AU-SWN-0003-2025
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