
I’VE written before 
about how membership 
of the National Farm-
ers’ Federation for 
Australian Pork Lim-
ited has resulted in a 
greater understanding 
of the pros and cons of 
the pork model for the 
provision of industry 
services to our mem-
bers.  

The ongoing project 
looking into the future 
of Australian farming’s 
representative structures 
highlights some of the 
difficulties other com-
modity representative 
organisations have with 
their financial sustain-
ability, alongside some 
state farming organisa-
tions.  

In a nutshell, our mod-
el compares extremely 
well in terms of our in-
dustry support and fi-
nancial structures and 
thanks should go to our 
industry forefathers who 
had the vision to set APL 
up the way it now is.

Similarly, as the re-
search and development 
corporation for the pork 
industry, we have a view 
into the world of some of 
the other R&D bodies.  

The story is similar – 
the completeness of the 
APL mandate across all 
industry services includ-
ing R&D gives us some 
clear advantages in our 
capabilities and unity 
through the industry.  

Other RDCs are pres-
ently looking at chang-
ing their structures; 
statutory bodies look-
ing at ‘industry-owned 
corporation’ models for 
example.  

There are also dis-
cussions between gov-
ernment and statutory 
RDCs about the future 
location of their organi-
sations, which is caus-
ing some uncertainty 

around the future.
The bottom line is 

that through good luck 
or good management 
our industry has a fairly 
solid platform in terms 
of its industry services 
structures that have 
given us relative unity 
– at least through the 
majority of our produc-
tion base.  

However we still have 
some challenges in uni-
fying the industry across 
the whole gamut of dif-
fering enterprise scales 
of production.

 In other words, bet-
ter engaging the smaller 
producers.

Strategic Objective 
Five of our APL Stra-
tegic Plan 2015-2020 is 
entitled ‘Improving Ca-
pability’.  

It deals with leveraging 
this positive platform for 
a more informed and 
knowledgeable industry, 
a better image and repu-
tation for our industry 
with the community and 
a more effective and ef-
ficient APL providing 
services to industry.

The first program of 
Improving Capability is 
Applied Learnings.  

It aims to apply the 
outcomes of our invest-
ments into better know-
ledge through R&D 

projects throughout the 
industry.  

In so doing, it recog-
nises the paths to market 
and how they differ de-
pending on the type of 
information being dis-
seminated and applied. 

For example, nutritional 
research outcomes can be 
relatively easily extended 
through the smaller num-
ber of industry nutrition-
ists very quickly with di-
rect outcomes.  

Innovations around 
sow housing on the other 
hand, for example sup-
porting the phase-out of 
sow stalls, is more com-
plicated and requires a 
more direct interaction 
with individual pig pro-
ducers and an under-
standing of their specific 
circumstances.  

In future, this transfer 
of technological innova-
tion is likely to also use 
new vehicles through IT 
solutions.  

We at APL are in rec-
ognition of this shift, im-
proving our understand-
ing of new technologies 
and planning for their 
integration at a pace 
with which the industry 
can be comfortable.

The second program is 
Building Industry Image 
and Reputation.  

We all know how easy 

it is for an animal activ-
ist to post a few misrep-
resentative photos onto 
social media platforms 
to denigrate our indus-
try.  

While consumers have 
a low understanding of 
our industry, these ac-
tivities can gain traction 
despite all our best in-
tentions on our farms.  

We know through our 
focus groups that in gen-
eral, consumers and the 
community do not want 
to know the details of 
how their pork (or any 
meat) is produced.  

They do however want 
the comfort of under-
standing that ethical 
people who care are 
looking after their best 
interests in the produc-
tion of their meat.  

They also want the op-
tion to find out more if 
they so desire at some 
point in the future.  

Last month’s article on 
transparency deals with 
some of the issues in this 
space.

Program three is Op-
erational Effectiveness 
and refers very specifi-
cally to continuous im-
provement within APL’s 
operations.  

Our producers expect 
us to get the very best 
value out of their lev-
ies and the government 
likewise with matching 
contributions.  

This applies just as 
much to the way we 
operate internally, and 
through new systems 
and processes we contin-
ually pursue increased 
bang for buck in corpo-
rate costs.

For a complete picture 
of Strategic Objective  
Five – Improving Capa-
bility, head to australian 
pork.com.au and check 
out the APL Strategic 
Plan 2015-2020. 
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Spaced-out sows work it out
AUSTRALIAN re-
searchers have demon-
strated mixing sows at 
weaning, or after mating, 
has no long-term effect 
on welfare, according to 
Pork CRC CEO Roger 
Campbell.

“Excellent reproduction 
will be achieved, provided 
sows are appropriately fed 
and carefully managed,” 
Dr Campbell said. 

“Our researchers, who 
lead the world in sow 
welfare, have provided 
industry with practical 
solutions and the science 
behind why they work.”

A large study (Pork CRC 
Project 1C-105) by Prof 
Paul Hemsworth, Animal 
Welfare Science Centre, 
University of Melbourne 
and scientists from Pork 
CRC participant Rivalea 
Australia, suggested mini-
mal long-term impacts on 
reproduction and welfare 
from higher cortisol levels 
and aggression exhibited 
by sows immediately af-
ter mixing and at reduced 
floor space. 

After investigating how 
floor spaces between 
1.45sq m and 2.9sq m af-
fected the welfare and per-
formance of sows grouped 
within four days of mat-
ing, Prof Hemsworth, like 
his AWSC colleague Dr 
Jean-Loup Rault in an as-
sociated Pork CRC study 
(Project 1C-108), found 
aggressive interactions 
and cortisol levels at day 
two after mixing declined 

with increasing floor 
space, but there were no 
effects at day 26. 

Dr Campbell explained 
that although floor space 
between 1.45sq m and 
2.9sq m had no long-term 
effects on sow welfare or 
reproduction, aggression 
and cortisol levels were 
markedly affected by 
floor space immediately 
after mixing.

“However, sows change 
their behaviour rapidly 
and these effects disap-
peared by day 26 and a 
corollary study showed 
the effects had actually 
disappeared by day nine,” 
he said. 

In this study the sows 
were floor fed 2.5kg daily, 
spread over four feeds. 

They were housed in pens 
without partitions and the 
study ran for 72 weeks to 
cover all seasons.

The results differed 
from a similar Australian 
Pork Limited study at the 
same facility three years 
ago when the same effects 
of space and time on ag-
gression and cortisol were 
observed and reported. 

“The difference was that 
farrowing rate improved 
in a linear fashion with in-
creasing space at mixing 
in the APL study and this 
was particularly evident 
in summer,” Dr Campbell 
said.

“In Pork CRC’s study, 
farrowing rate was some 
10 percentage units high-
er (90-plus percent v 80 

percent) than in the APL 
study and was unaffected 
by floor space.

“The other difference in 
the two studies was that in 
APL’s the sows had never 
experienced group hous-
ing and the staff involved 
had never managed sows 
in groups. 

“In the Pork CRC study, 
the  sows and staff had 
experienced group hous-
ing, which may have con-
tributed to better perform-
ance.”

According to Dr Camp-
bell, the bottom line for 
Australia’s pork produc-
ers, the majority of whom 
(70 percent based on 
industry surveys) have 
moved to group housing, 
is there probably isn’t an 
optimum or minimal floor 
space for group housed 
sows because they adapt 
rapidly to mixing and re-
duced floor space.

“Pork CRC results show 
aggression and cortisol 
levels immediately after 
mixing can be reduced by 
increased space,” he said.

“This supports the mix-
ing pen concept where 
sows are given more space 
in the week after group-
ing and then their space 
allowance can be reduced.

“Aggression at mixing 
and immediately after 
can’t be eliminated and 
Pork CRC participant 
feedback is floor space of 
1.8sq m to 2sq m supports 
good performance.”

www.porkcrc.com.au 

A number of group housed sows.
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Pig Industry
Calendar of Events

2015
MAY 17 - 20 – Alltech Symposium, 
Lexington, US www.alltech.com 
MAY 19 – APL Delegates’ Forum, Crowne 
Plaza Coogee Beach, Sydney NSW Ph: 02 
6285 2200 E: apl@australianpork.com.au
MAY 19 - 21 – VIV Russia, Moscow, 
Russia www.vivrussia.nl
JUN 4 - 6 – World Pork Expo, Des Moines, 
Iowa, US www.worldpork.org
JUN 11 - 13 – VIV Turkey, Istanbul, Turkey 
www.vivturkey.com
JUN 14 - 16 – Australian Pig Veterinarians 
Conference, Kingscliff, NSW E: apv@ava.
com.au Ph: Rowan Wilson 0429 929 753
JUN 24 - 25 – International Symposium on 
Emerging and Re-emerging Pig Diseases, 
Kyoto, Japan www.emerging2015.com 
AUG 9 - 12 – International Conference 
on Boar Semen Preservation, Illinois, US 
www.boarsemen2015.com
SEP 15 - 18 – Space 2015, Rennes, France 
www.space.fr
OCT 11 - 13 – Leman China Swine 
Conference, Nanjing International 
Exhibition Center, Nanjing, China www.
cvm.umn.edu/lemanchina
NOV 22 - 25 – Australasian Pig Science 
Association conference, Melbourne, VIC 
www.apsa.asn.au

2016
JAN 20-22 – Banff Pork Seminar, Banff, 
Alberta Canada www.banffpork.ca
JAN 27 – Centralia Swine Research 
Update, Ontario, Canada www.
centraliaswineresearch.ca
FEB 16 - 18 – VIV MEA, Abu Dhabi, UAE 
www.vivmea.nl
APR 18 - 20 – Global Feed & Food 
Congress, Antalya, Turkey www.ifif.org
MAY 10 - 11 – British Pig & Poultry Fair, 
Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire UK www.
pigandpoultry.org.uk
MAY 25 - 26 – Pan Pacific Pork Expo, Gold  
Coast Convention and Exhibition Centre, 
QLD P: APL 02 6285 2200 
JUN 7 - 10 – International Pig Veterinary 
Society/European Symposium of Porcine 
Health Management, Dublin, Ireland 
www.ipvs2016.com
SEP 6 - 8 – VIV China, Beijing, China 
www.vivchina.nl 
NOV 15 - 18 – EuroTier, Hanover, Germany 
www.eurotier.com

© Collins Media Pty Ltd – Contents may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission 
from the publisher. It is the responsibility of advertisers to ensure the correctness of their claims and state-
ments. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the publisher.

How to supply event details: Send all details 
to Australian Pork Newspaper, PO Box 387, 
Cleveland, Qld 4163, fax: 07 3821 2637, 
email: ben@porknews.com.au

IT’S been a while since 
I have focused on bio-
security and yes, there 
is plenty happening in 
this space both here in 
Australia and overseas.

First, in case you are not 
aware, porcine epidemic 
diarrhoea virus is now 
classified as a notifiable 
disease and categorised at 
level 4 under the Emer-
gency Animal Disease 
Response Agreement. 

The EADRA is the con-
tractual arrangement that 
brings together the Com-
monwealth, State and Ter-
ritory Governments and 
livestock industries to col-
lectively and significantly 
increase Australia’s ca-
pacity to prepare for, and 
respond to, emergency 
animal disease incursions. 

Notifiable essentially 
means that if PEDv is de-
tected on farm it must be 
reported to the relevant 
state jurisdictions. 

On the issue of category 
and cost sharing, Category 
4 diseases are classified as 
being mainly production 
loss diseases. 

Though there may be 
international trade losses 
and local market disrup-
tions, these would not be 
of a magnitude that would 
be expected to signifi-
cantly affect the national 
economy. 

The main beneficiaries 
of a successful emergency 
response to an outbreak 
of such a disease would 
be the affected livestock 
industries. 

In the case of a PEDv 
outbreak, the costs will be 
shared 20 percent by gov-
ernments and 80 percent 
by the pork industry.

On another, what seems 
to be ever-ongoing issue as 
far back as I can remember, 
is the resurgence of inter-
est in miniature pigs and 
certainly people claiming 
to have mini pigs for sale.  

I’m no expert but I could 
almost swear that some 
of the mini pigs look too 
similar to feral piglets.  

Also, the retailer focus 
on outdoor pig produc-
tion is causing issues with 
Australian Pork Limited 
receiving a number of re-
quests from people want-
ing information on raising 
pigs outdoors.  

While we are keen to 
ensure these individuals 
also understand the respon-
sibilities around outdoor 
production systems, bio-
security, food safety and the 
need to have good manage-
ment practices and quality 
assurance programs such 
as APIQP Free Range, I 
am firmly of the view that 
corners are being cut to sat-
isfy this demand, thereby 
increasing the risks around 
biosecurity and food safety.   

And from a consumer 
perspective, you only have 
to visit a ‘farmers’ market’ 
to view the myriad unsub-
stantiated product labelling 
claims being made.  

It’s a bit of a free for all 
really.

Moving overseas to 

PEDv in North America; 
new PEDv outbreaks have 
certainly declined and re-
infection of herds has also 
been relatively low over 
the North American win-
ter period.

A good summary of this 
was provided by the Daily 
Livestock Report (Vol. 13, 
No. 674 April 14, 2015).  

I have included excerpts 
from that report that pro-
vide a good overview of 
the US in particular.

“Piglet survival has been 
remarkable this year rela-
tive to one year ago and 
the improvement is not 
just because of PEDv. 

It is due to a sharp in-
crease in the general 
health status of the US 
herd.

The other factor of piglet 
survival is a second year 
of very low incidence of 
porcine respiratory and 
reproductive syndrome 
virus. 

This disease has been a 
plague for several years 
primarily because it mu-
tates so readily and there 
is limited cross immunity 
between the serotypes. 

Last year’s significant 
reduction in PRRSv fre-
quency was attributed 
largely to draconian bio-
security  measures taken 
to fight PEDv. 

This year’s low PRRSv 
figures support that con-
clusion.”

The article noted one 
caveat in that North Caro-
lina has been dealing with 
a highly virulent PRRSv 
strain since February 
2015.  

I remember reading 
this article and having a 
chuckle at seeing the term 
‘draconian biosecurity 
measures’ being used.  

It prompted me to go 
back to one of my previ-
ous articles on biosecurity. 

In January 2014, I re-
ported on the views artic-
ulated by the US National 
Pork Producers Council.

The NPPC reported 
in its capital update of 
December 20, 2013 that: 
“PRRS is not a food-
safety issue, and there is 
negligible risk of PRRS 
transmission from the le-
gal importation of pork 
from countries with the 
disease. 

Thanks to the work of 
experts nominated by 
NPPC to the New Zea-
land Independent Work-
ing Group and the New 
Zealand PRRS Expert 
Working Group, scientific 
evidence was used to il-
lustrate the minimal risk 

of spreading the virus. 
In fact, based on a con-

servative risk assessment 
model, New Zealand’s 
chances of getting PRRS 
from legally imported un-
cooked pork products are 
such that it would get one 
case every 1227 years. 

The NPPC is also work-
ing to remove PRRS-re-
lated restrictions in Aus-
tralia and South Africa.

The US and some other 
countries continue to as-
sert that Australia’s sci-
ence-based sanitary and 
phytosanitary standards 
are a trade barrier, and in-
dustry groups such as the 
NPPC, supported by some 
members of Congress, are 
intensively lobbying US 
trade negotiators to get 
Australia to water down 
its SPS standards, includ-
ing through discussions 
on the Trans-Pacific Part-
nership free trade agree-
ment.”

My response to the 

above views was suitably 
straight forward as well 
and went along the follow-
ing lines:

To put it bluntly, I think 
this is a bit rich com-
ing from a country that 
has struggled to manage 
PRRS and has seen a re-
cent PED outbreak spread 
unabated to 20 states. 

The US should perhaps 
spend more time focusing 
on its own SPS standards 
and biosecurity programs 
to achieve better outcomes 
for American produc-
ers, rather than seeking 
to undermine Australia’s 
standards. 

Furthermore, I hardly 
think a country that cur-
rently imports almost 
150,000 tonnes of pork 
annually can be accused 
of protectionism. 

Notwithstanding our rig-
orous SPS standards, US 
exports to Australia grew 
by more than 5 percent 
in the year to June 2013, 
accounting for about 40 
percent of all imports.

So back to the imple-
mentation of draconian 
biosecurity measures, 
hopefully the NPPC now 
realises that far from be-
ing trade barriers, Aus-
tralia’s SPS standards and 
biosecurity programs are 
based on sound science 
and they work. 

Moving on to Europe; 
the risk of African swine 

fever spreading further in-
to Europe from Poland re-
mains at its highest level.  

Additional outbreaks 
have been reported in 
wild boar and farm pig 
populations.  

This has prompted the 
European Commission 
to create an ASF ‘danger 
area’ (refer to the map 
below).  

These danger areas (in 
blue) have been put in 
place to curb the spread of 
ASF into Europe, with in-
creasing surveillance and 
reporting systems within 
these areas.
APL Research and 
Development call for 
tenders

On the home front, Re-
search and Development 
priorities for 2015-16 have 
been identified by the 
Specialist Groups and ap-
proved by the R&D Advi-
sory Committee. 

Researchers are encour-
aged to respond to a call 
for tenders addressing 
these priorities: australian 
pork.com.au/wp-content/
uploads/2013/09/2015-
16-APL-RD-Call-for-Ten 
ders.pdf

For further informa-
tion on any of the topics 
discussed in this column, 
please do not hesitate to 
contact me on 02 6270 
8804 or darryl.dsouza@
australianpork.com.au 

The word on biosecurity

by DARRYL D’SOUZA PhD
Research and Innovation

General Manager

Source: GIW/Polska www.wetgiw.gov.pl



Australian Pork Newspaper, May 2015 – Page 3www.porknews.com.au

BY now you will likely have 
received my summary of the 
Midwest Animal Science 
meetings I attended in Des 
Moines, Iowa, US in March 
this year.

The summary contains re-
search outcomes on topics from 
grain processing to reproduc-
tion and welfare, most of which 
are relevant to Australian pro-
duction systems, with one pos-
sible exception being the some-
what higher litter size of US, 
Canadian and Danish sows – in 
ascending order.

If you don’t receive the sum-
mary, you’re not on our pro-
ducer distribution list. 

If you want to get on the list, 
send me your name and email 
address. 

My email address is roger.
campbell@porkcrc.com.au and 
I look forward to yours.

It’s well worth it, because a 
lot is happening in Australia 
and globally and we do our best 
to get the most relevant, timely 
material to you.

In this column I’ve summa-
rised the results of a study in-
vestigating the effects of feed-
ing level and lysine intake in 
late gestation and the lactation 
performance of Canadian sows 
and their piglets weaned at 19 
or 26 days of age. 
Gestation feeding 

At the meeting, there were 
several papers on the nutrition 
of gestating sows and one or 
two on feeding between wean-
ing and remating. 

The bottom line seemed to be 
that there are few advantages 
of increasing feed intake at any 
point in gestation.

The results in Table 1 are 
from a US study in a com-
mercial facility in which 1105 

females (PIC 1050) were used 
from day 90 of gestation until 
farrowing. 

Treatments were in a 2x2x2 
factorial arrangement, consist-
ing of two parity groups (P1 
or P2+), two standardised ileal 
digestible lysine intakes (10.7 
or 20g/day), and two energy 
intakes (19.6 or 29.2MJ NE/day 
– equal to 1.81 and 2.73kg feed/
day respectively). 

Females were housed in group 
pens fitted with electronic sow 
feeders by parity level, blocked 
by weight and individually as-
signed to the dietary treatments 
within each weight block. 

Increasing feed/energy intake 
in late gestation significantly 
increased still birth rate in 
sows, but not gilts and this was 
reflected in born alive.

Increasing feed intake in late 
gestation did increase birth 
weight (by 30g), but had no 
effect on pre-weaning survival. 

Older parity sows, as you’d 
expect, gave birth to heavier 
piglets than gilts.

Interestingly, pre-weaning 
mortality was lower (better) for 
gilt litters than for sow litters.

I have followed up with the 
researchers on this and they say 
yes this is the case and reflec-

tive of commercial experience.
If they have a secret, I will try 

to dig it out.
Increasing lysine intake in 

late gestation reduced still birth 
rate and pre-weaning mortality, 
so this might be worth look-
ing at as it increased cost per 
weaner pig by only 17 cents.

The researchers concluded 
there was no value in increasing 
feed/energy intake in late gesta-
tion and were equivocal about 
increasing lysine intake also.

There are many other gesta-
tion feeding results in the sum-
mary of the trip.
Danish lactation 

I mentioned the lactation per-
formance of DanBred sows in 
my April APN column. 

Nothing special really in that 
the average piglet growth rate 
was only 216g/day, except they 
weaned 13-plus piglets, lost a 
massive amount of body weight 
and body protein in early lacta-
tion, but had a subsequent litter 
size of 18 total born. 

I then found out that the rea-
son for the large body weight 
loss in early lactation was 
probably because they built 
the sow’s intake up over 17 
days – something that should 
be avoided.
Canadian lactation

In Table 2 I summarised the 
lactation performance of Cana-
dian sows.

The study involved 104 sows 
 and their litters and investi-
gated the effects of including 
omega-3 fatty acids in lactation 
diets (plus or minus), antibiotics 
in the nursery (plus or minus) 
diet and weaning age (19 and 
26 days) on piglet performance 
to day 54 when all pigs moved 
out of the nursery. 

There were no effects of fatty 
acids or antibiotics on sow or 

piglet performance, so I have 
only shown the effects of wean-
ing age in the table – the aver-
ages are each for 52 sows and 
their litters.

The sows would have to be 
considered prolific I think, with 
one of the consequences being 
a relatively high pre-weaning 
loss. 

On the other hand, piglet 
growth to weaning was excel-
lent and unaffected by lactation 
length.

It was also interesting that 
despite pigs weaned at 26 days 
being heavier at weaning than 
those weaned at 19 days, the 
opposite was true at 54 days 
of age (end of nursery), with 
those weaned at 19 days being 
significantly heavier than those 
weaned at 26 days. 

The researchers found that 
those weaned at 26 days had 
a lower immune status than 
those weaned at 19 days, but 
regardless of the cause, the re-
sults show there is more than 
weaning weight per se involved 
in determining post-weaning 
performance.
Lactation advances

I discussed what advances 
have been made in lactation re-
search and management in the 
US with a number of people in 
research and development and 
industry positions. 

There have been very few. 
Some changes or recommen-

dations mentioned included: 
• Introduction of automatic 

feeders in lactation sheds, 
so sows are not without feed 
(much);

• Reducing the body condi-
tion score of sows entering lac-
tation to 2.5;

• Not bump feeding in late 
gestation because this reduces 
lactation feed intake and has 
few, if any, positive effects on 
the sow or litter; and

• Maximising feed intake in 
early lactation.

They have only recently dis-
covered betaine and are seeing 
quite a substantial improve-
ment in litter size, especially 
in older sows when betaine is 
included in the lactation diet at 
0.2 percent.

The one change they have 
seen is that the current geno-
types are much more resilient 
to nutrient restriction in lacta-
tion and it is very difficult to 
affect the weaning to remat-
ing interval, regardless of feed 
intake and sow weight loss in 
lactation.

The Americans also believe 
that genetic companies (one at 
least) are more likely to im-
prove birth weight within nine 
months than any nutritional 
changes or strategy.

If you have any questions, or 
want further information, flick 
me an email.

I encourage you to send me 
your name and email address 
so I can add you to my Pork 
CRC producer distribution list. 

www.porkcrc.com.au 

Energy intake 
(MJ NE/day)

19.6 29.2 Significance

Lysine intake (g/day) 10.7 20 10.7 20

Parity Gilt Sow Gilt Sow Gilt Sow Gilt Sow

Sow weight gain (kg) 13.4 10.5 16.4 13.5 18.4 18.5 24.5 23 Lysine x energy 
parity x energy

Born alive 13.4 14.3 13.4 13.7 13.2 13.5 13.3 14.1 Parity x energy

Still birth rate (%) 3.5 5.1 3.2 3.7 3.6 6.9 3.2 6.1 Parity x energy
lysine

BA birth weight (kg) 1.28 1.36 1.28 1.39 1.3 1.4 1.31 1.41 Energy parity

Fostered litter size 14.5 14.2 14.4 13.7 14.6 13.9 14.3 14 NS

PWM (%) 10.3 13.7 8 13.1 8.9 13.3 8.4 12.1 Lysine parity

Weaning age (day) 19 26

Total born 15.7 16

Born alive 14.75 14.7

Weaned 11.2 11.7

Weaning weight (kg) 6.4 8.3

Piglet daily gain in lactation (kg) 0.25 0.25

Weight at 54 days (kg) 20.2 18.7

Daily gain in nursery (kg) 0.38 0.37
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Decrease in ammonia (NH3) levels over 13 weeks

Highly effective for:

63,000 UNITS IN USE WORLDWIDE

Rent for just $26.14 a day

13 Harbourvue Court, Helensvale QLD
Tel: 07 5580 6857 E: info@bioenergizer.com.au

Reduce

Everyone hates odours, especially 
neighbours and the EPA. BioAmp 
resolves odour issues and reduces pond 
sludge at the same time. The unit delivers 
30-trillion fresh, fully activated bacteria 
into your waste water stream every day. 
It is fully automatic and dispenses a 
super-high daily dose of bacteria on a 
preset schedule at a very low cost.

BioAmp is by far the lowest cost odour 
reduction system available. Monthly 
rent includes the unit AND all daily 
doses of bacteria. No minimum term 
required.

Sow science advances

Table 2: Lactation performance of prolific Canadian sows and 
effect of weaning age on weaning weight and piglet perform-
ance to 54 days of age (end of nursery).

Table 1: Effects of energy and lysine intake between day 90 of gestation and farrowing on the 
reproductive performance of gilts and sows.

Initiatives
by DR ROGER CAMPBELL

CEO

THE Australian pork in-
dustry has achieved another 
environmental milestone as 
the only agricultural indus-
try to be granted contracts 
under the Federal Govern-
ment’s Emissions Reduc-
tion Fund.

The pork industry has had 
four successful projects rec-
ognised in the Federal Gov-
ernment’s first ERF auction, 
which represents a commit-
ment of 290,000 tonnes of 
carbon dioxide to be abated.

All piggery projects were 
focused on the capture of bio-
gas produced by the anaerobic 
digestion of organic matter in 
effluent systems. 

Effluent is collected from 

pig sheds and conveyed to an 
anaerobic treatment system, 
which could be a covered 
pond or a purpose-built di-
gester. 

The biogas can then be used 
to displace fossil fuel used for 
heating or for combined heat 
and power generation.

The participation of Aus-
tralian pork producers in the 
ERF scheme demonstrates the 
industry’s proactive approach 
in adopting renewable energy 
technology, reducing resource 
use and the industry’s envi-
ronmental footprint.

Credits generated through 
the ERF will assist producers 
significantly and reduce pay-
back periods for implementa-

tion of these biogas systems. 
Over the seven-year life of 

these contracts, the emissions 
reduction will be the equiva-
lent of getting 11,571 houses 
(four-person house) off the 
grid for one year, or if av-
eraged over the seven years, 
taking 1653 homes off the grid 
each year.

Australian Pork Limited 
CEO Andrew Spencer said, 
“The results of this first auc-
tion highlight the innovative 
and progressive nature of Aus-
tralian pork farmers as well as 
demonstrating the industry is 
walking the talk when taking 
responsibility for environmen-
tal stewardship and reducing 
its carbon footprint.”

“The pork industry in Aus-
tralia only accounts for about 
0.4 percent of Australia’s 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
however mitigation and utili-
sation of greenhouse gases not 
only minimises the industry’s 
environmental footprint but 
also acts to offset production 
costs. 

“Additionally, it significantly 
assists in reducing odour is-
sues around intensive animal 
production systems. 

“A win-win situation all 
round.”

APL and the Pork CRC Bio-
energy Support Program have 
assisted, encouraged and sup-
ported producers in taking up 
the biogas initiatives.  

Aussie pork industry takes the lead for a cleaner environment



Page 4 – Australian Pork Newspaper, May 2015 www.porknews.com.au

ANIMAL health leader 
Lienert launched a new 
feed management pro-
gram at the Victorian 
Pig Fair to give custom-
ers a competitive advan-
tage in the marketplace. 

This new program al-
lows Lienert to work 
closely with pig producers 
to target issues and make 
feeding program recom-
mendations based on farm 
analysis and nutritional 
assessments.  

Powered by global ani-
mal nutrition and health 
leader Alltech, the Blue-
print program strengthens 
Lienert’s commitment to 
being on farm, enabling 
producers to identify ways 
to improve efficiency and 
maximise genetic per-
formance.

The Lienert and Alltech 
teams were on hand at the 
Victorian Pig Fair to dis-
cuss the program launch 
as well as other innovative 
management programs 
from Alltech including 
mineral, mycotoxin, gut 
health and protein man-
agement.  

They also discussed feed 
efficiency and the Alltech 
On-farm Advantage with 
producers throughout the 
two-day event.  

The Blueprint Nutrition 
Program, based upon the 
study of nutrigenomics, is 
designed to target animal 
health and performance at 
the cellular level and build 
upon genetic potential at 
each stage of an animal’s 
life cycle.  

Alltech Australia/
Lienert Australia man-
aging director Ty Yeast 
said, “Both genetics and 
management have been 
rapidly advancing in ag-
riculture over the past 10 

years, but nutrition has not 
kept pace.”

“The Blueprint Nutrition 
Program unravels the ge-
netic codes of how nutrition 
and other events interact in 
the animal’s cells and pro-
vides a customised feed-
ing program to meet your 
animal’s genetic potential.

“Livestock today need 
more than protein, fat and 
fibre. 

“Feeding an animal ex-
actly what it needs, all the 
way down to the cellular 
level will result in bet-
ter health, increased per-
formance and improved 
profitability.”

Besides nutritional ap-
plications, Blueprint in-
cludes farm analysis, 
management consultation, 
return on investment cal-
culations and feed quality, 
nutrient and feed efficien-
cy laboratory testing.

Lienert general man-
ager Mark Peebles said, 
“The Blueprint program 
incorporates Alltech’s pri-
macy in science, allowing 
Lienert to strengthen our 
support on farm.” 

“By understanding the 
animal at the cellular 
level, Blueprint allows 
Lienert to work with our 
custom ers to use science 
to improve performance 
and profitability.”

Blueprint will be avail-
able in the Australian 
market later this year. 

For further information, 
please contact Roland 
Matyasi at rmatyasi@
alltech.com 

 THE Boehringer Ingel-
heim group is one of the 
world’s 20 leading phar-
maceutical companies. 

Headquartered in In-
gelheim, Germany, 
Boehringer Ingelheim op-
erates globally with 142 
affiliates and a total of 
more than 47,400 employ-
ees. 

The focus of the family 
owned company, founded 
in 1885, is researching, 
developing, manufactur-
ing and marketing new 
medications of high ther-
apeutic value for human 
and veterinary medicine.

European PCV2 Re-
search Award

Boehringer Ingelheim 
continuously supports in-
dependent applied research 
in the field of porcine cir-
covirus type 2 immunity, 
pathogenesis, epidemiol-
ogy and interaction with 
other (potential) pathogens. 

The European PCV2 Re-
search Award is an annual 
award that recognises re-
search proposals in the area 
of applied PCV2 research. 

An independent review 
board with leading Europe-
an scientists in applied por-
cine research reviews the 
entries and decides upon 
the winning proposals. 

A maximum of three 
prizes, each worth 25,000 
euros, are granted to Eu-
ropean researchers every 
year in order to advance 
scientific knowledge 
in the area of PCV2 re-
search.

Since 2007, Boehringer 
Ingelheim Animal Health 
has funded independ-
ent European research 
projects related to PCV2 

infection and associated 
diseases. 

Over the past eight 
years, 23 research projects 
have been awarded with 
25,000 euros each. 

To date, the company 
has supported independ-
ent PCV2 research with 
575,000 euros in total.

More than 30 European 
scientists recently joined 
the 2014 European PCV2 
Research Award ceremo-
ny, which took place at 
the Boehringer Ingelheim 
headquarters. 

The awards were grant-
ed to the laureates by Prof 
Maurice Pensaert, head of 
the review board and for-
mer head of the Labora-
tory of Virology at Ghent 
University, Belgium. 

At this eighth annual 
awards ceremony, the in-
dependent review board 
selected the following 
projects to be awarded:

• Assessment of the 
impact of PCV2 infec-
tion on hepatitis E virus 
shedding in experimen-
tally co-infected SPF pigs 

(Nicolas Rose, France).
• Simultaneous appli-

cation of Ingelvac Cir-
coFLEX and Ingelvac 
PRRSV MLV improves 
the efficacy of PRRSV 
vaccination (Armin Saal-
müller, Wilhelm Ger-
ner and Hanna C. Koinig, 
Austria).

• Within host variabil-
ity and evolution model 
of Porcine Circovirus 2 
(Tuija Kekarainen, Spain).

Taking social respon-
sibility is an important 
element of the corporate 
culture at Boehringer In-
gelheim. 

This includes worldwide 
involvement in social pro-
jects such as the initiative 
Making More Health and 
caring for employees. 

Respect, equal opportu-
nities and reconciling ca-
reer and family form the 
foundation of the mutual 
co-operation. 

In everything it does, 
Boehringer Ingelheim fo-
cuses on environmental 
protection and sustain-
ability. 

This truly integrated business, with over thirty years of experience in the meat industry, is a
leader in consistently meeting client requirements with the highest quality products. To de-
velop the farms to their full potential across four sites, the company is building an effective
Management Team to increase production and achieve the future growth objectives.

Reporting to the Group Farm Manager as the Second in Charge (2IC) and being a keyup Farm Manager as the Second in Charge (2I
member of the Production Team, you will provide support in the day-to-day managementction Team, you will provide support in the day-t
of activities across all 4 farms. 

This will include:

The Company is seeking a person with leadership or supervisory experience, a passionking a person with leadership or supervisory ex
for innovation and a commitment to developing the team to ensure the company is a commitment to developing the team to ensure
leader in meat quality..

An attractive remuneration package will be negotiated plus the challenge of being part
of a management team at the forefront of pig production in Australia, are the rewards for
this challenging and demanding role.

opportunity, please contact Geoff Lucas on 
+61 8 8201 9999 quoting reference number GL2380
or apply online at www.lucasgroup.com.au

Second in Charge/Group Farm Manager 
• Northern Victoria   • Team Leadership across four farms

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health continues 
support of independent PCV2 research

The winning researchers with members of the review board: Hanna C Koinig, 
Nicolas Rose, Dr Bernd Grosse Liesner, Tuija Kekarainen, Prof Maurice Pensaert 
and Prof Armin Saalmüller.

Lienert Australia launched the Lienert Blueprint program at the Victorian Pig Fair 
in Bendigo, Victoria.

Lienert releases genetics-based 
nutrition program, Blueprint



Australian Pork Newspaper, May 2015 – Page 5www.porknews.com.au

James pulled pork to perfection at the special world-
record event.

Guinness World Record for pulled pork
AUSTRALIA recent-
ly set a new Guinness 
World Records title for 
the largest serving of 
pulled pork.

The title was achieved 
after nearly 800kg of pork 
was slow cooked for 10 
hours and then manually 
pulled by more than half a 
dozen people.

The record attempt by 
Australian Pork Limited 
was part of celebrations 

for the Australian Festival 
of Pork, or PorkFest.

APL’s Peter Haydon said 
PorkFest was about try-
ing new pork recipes but 
the event in Martin Place, 
Sydney was an extension 
of the festival’s joy.

“We encouraged people 
to get involved in Pork-
Fest by trying new reci-
pes and sharing them with 
friends and family,” Mr 
Haydon said.

“We recently shared that 
celebration with Sydney 
after achieving a Guin-
ness World Records title.”

After being removed 
from the oven, the pork 
was manually pulled be-
fore being weighed in a 
specially designed ves-
sel. 

As the scales tipped 
707kg, the Guinness 
World Records adjudica-
tor confirmed the record 
had been set.

People passing through 
Martin Place at lunch 
time also had a chance 
to taste a piece of history, 
with the Australian Pork 
team serving up pulled 
pork rolls with coleslaw 
for a gold coin donation.

“Pulled pork is so popu-
lar right now and it was 
great to give people a 
chance to tuck in,” Mr 
Haydon said.

“This Guinness World 
Records title celebrates 

Australian pork, shows 
that cooking pork is great 
fun and hopefully some 
people who hadn’t tried 
pulled pork before were 
able to enjoy it.

“As an added bonus, peo-
ple were able to decide if 

their gold coin donation 
went to the Starlight Chil-
dren’s Foundation, beyond-
blue or the National Breast 
Cancer Foundation and 
leftover pulled pork was 
donated to OzHarvest.”

www.pork.com.au  

Eunbi Lee placed pulled pork into a specially designed 
dish for weighing.

Mitch Edwards, PorkFest ambassador Colin Fassnidge 
and producer Matt Simmons with Guinness World 
Records adjudicator Kimberley Dennis.

Australian Steelers 
butcher team 
powered by pork
AUSTRALIA’S top 
butchers will be pow-
ered by pork when they 
head to the Tri-Nations 
international butchery 
competition this Sep-
tember.

Australian Pork Limited 
will be the major sponsor 
of the Australian Steelers 
when the team takes on 
New Zealand and Britain 
in Auckland, NZ.

The Tri-Nations butch-
ery competition pits teams 
of six butchers against 
each other in a three-hour 
test of skills, innovation 
and presentation.

Representing Australia 
this year will be:

• Michael James, Cari-
na North Quality Meats, 
Queensland;

• Matthew Papandrea, 
Joe Papandrea Quality 
Meats, Bossley Park, NSW;

• Adam Stratton, Tender 
Gourmet Butchery, NSW;

• Ben Barrow, head 
butchery teacher TAFE 
South Western Sydney In-
stitute, NSW;

• Tom Bouchier, Peter 
Bouchier Butchers of Dis-
tinction, Victoria; and

• Paul Brady, Tender 
Gourmet Butchery, NSW.

Michael James will cap-
tain the team for the third 
year, after representing 
Australia for four years.

“We have a great team 
and we’ve been working 
hard to develop our skills 
and products every year,” 
Mr James said.

“It can be challenging 
to source the right ingre-
dients when we compete 

overseas and the time 
pressure is always a factor 
but we spend a lot of time 
training to ensure we’ve 
done all the preparation 
possible. 

“This is our chance to 
showcase how skilled 
Australian butchers are 
and the diversity of skills 
required in this field. 

“We’re hoping this year 
the Australian Steelers 
will blunt the run of the 
Sharp Blacks.”

APL marketing manager 
Peter Haydon said for the 
first time pork would be 
used in the competition.

“Pork is the most widely 
consumed meat in the 
world, so we’re pleased 
these world-class butchers 
will be showca sing its di-
versity this year,” he said.

“We’re pleased to spon-
sor the Australian Steelers 
because these butchers are 
leaders in their field and 
we know they love Aus-
tralian pork. 

“We’re looking forward 
to seeing the products 
they create and getting 
some pork on their cus-
tomers’ forks!”

The Australian Steelers 
will head to Auckland on 
September 5 and compete 
for the Tri-Nations title on 
September 10. 

The Kiwi team, the 
Sharp Blacks, is not only 
hosting the 2015 competi-
tion, but also defending its 
back-to-back titles. 

The British team is ex-
pected to step up its skills 
after losing at home in 
2014. 
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CONSUMERS of pork 
can look forward to an 
enhanced ‘taste experi-
ence’ as a result of re-
search by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and 
Food, Western Australia 
that will also improve 
the production value to 
producers.

For several years, many 
pig producers have used 
an immunocastration 
vaccine to reduce the 
risk of boar taint (the 
unpleasant taste or odour 
experienced by some 
consumers when eating 
meat from entire male 
pigs).

While the vaccine is ef-
fective, these pigs often 
have a higher level of back 

fat – for which producers 
are penalised.

Department research 
officer Karen Moore’s 
work, as part of her PhD, 
is examining a suitable 
on-farm feeding strat-
egy to address this con-
straint. 

An integral part of the 
research has been to de-
termine the right amount 
of lysine, the first limiting 
amino acid essential for 
growth, in pig diets.

“Immunised male pigs 
which consume feed that 
contains insufficient ly-
sine gain too much back 
fat and have unsatisfac-
tory growth, while too 
much lysine in feed is 
wasted,” Ms Moore said.

“We have established 
that immunised male pigs 
should be fed the same 
level of lysine as entire 
boars for two weeks fol-
lowing the second im-
munisation and following 
this the lysine level can be 
decreased. 

“This ensures that 
growth is maximised 
while feed costs are mini-
mised.”

The research has also 
shown that immunised 
male pigs deposit about 
50 percent more fat in the 
second two weeks after 
the second dose of the 
vaccine.

“Producers are paid on 
the depth of back fat, so 
the profit penalty can be 

considerable,” Ms Moore 
s aid.

“The next step of the 
research is to develop a 
suitable feeding strategy 
to help producers maxim-
ise the potential of immu-
nised male pigs without 
compromising the back 
fat level – boosting pro-
duction and profitability 
and guaranteeing the con-
sumer a better eating ex-
perience.”

The research, which 
commenced in 2010, is 
funded by the Pork CRC 
and Australian Pork Lim-
ited.

More detailed results 
and feeding recommenda-
tions are expected by the 
end of the year. 

 MELBOURNE-based 
D’Orsogna operations 
manager Darren Demp-
ster says his D’Orsogna 
‘elevator pitch’, refined 
over seven years with 
the company, is very 
clear: “Made by Aus-
tralians for Australians, 
our quality is second to 
none and our products 
are produced in a clean 
room environment.” 

From humble begin-
nings in Western Austral-
ia in 1949, D’Orsogna has 
grown to be a significant 
smallgoods force nation-
ally.

D’Orsogna’s Melbourne 
operation manufactures 
and supplies D’Orsogna-
branded bulk ham for 
Woolworths delicatessens 
nationally and D’Orsogna-
branded sliced and shaved 
meats, ham, chicken and 
salami to Woolworths na-
tionally also.

Darren has been running 
D’Orsogna’s Melbourne 

operations since day one 
(April 2009), when the 
company bought the Mt 
Waverley premises and 
commenced a massive 
renovation and upgrading 

program at what was an 
old smallgoods factory.

D’Orsogna managing 
director Brad Thomason, 
who identified the op-
portunity and negotiated 
the purchase, had worked 
at Huttons with Max Da-
vis, the factory’s previous 
owner.

According to Darren, 
the facility had to be com-
pletely gutted internally 
and rebuilt inside.

“After several million 
dollars of investment in 
new plant and equipment 
and infrastructure, the fa-
cility now is highly func-
tional, with zero contact 
between raw processing 
and cooked, state-of-the-art 
equipment and one particu-
lar line which is ahead of 
the game in manufacturing 
in the smallgoods industry 
in Australia,” he said.

Before starting with 
D’Orsogna, Darren was 
production manager 
with Castle Bacon (KR 
Castlemaine), where he’d 
worked for 26 years. 

He also managed a small 
poultry processing plant 
in Bendigo, Victoria for 
two years. 

D’Orsogna financial 
controller Roseanne 
Thomas said the compa-
ny was now looking at a 
number of options to ex-
pand its presence in Vic-
toria, which is an exciting 
prospect for the state. 

While its WA operation 
employs more than 500 
people, D’Orsogna’s Mel-
bourne workforce stands 
at about 50, but Dr Thom-
as said this could expand 
to up to 150 people. 

“Our Melbourne fac-
tory is only small and 
the board is currently ex-
ploring options to build 
a much bigger factory in 
Melbourne,” she said. 

“It will probably be a 
similar size to our head-
quarters factory in Perth, 
giving us the capacity to 
supply the eastern states 
and the ability to export 
from either this side or 
that side by increasing 
throughput.” 

Dr Thomas credits a 
significant portion of this 
success to Brad Thom-
ason, who she said has 
taken the company from 
strength to strength since 
being appointed manag-
ing director in 2000. 

“It’s always been a good 
business, with a strong 
foundation, but when 
Brad came on board he 
took it to another level 
because he had very good 
contacts within the retail 
sector and also the meat 
industry,” she said. 

“Certainly we expect it 
to keep growing. 

“The board is very sup-
portive strategically with 
investment and I think it 
will continue.” 

The Cell Destruction Unit offers unique mechanical disinfection of either your 
animals’ drinking water or the ability to reuse water with no reliance on 

chemical disinfection — it simply denatures the cell membrane structure.

demand.

and cross contamination.

pathogens.

automated and equipped with intelligent sensors for 

Cleaner, safer water for your farm

Need more information? Contact Peter Gamble M: 0409 455 466 E: peterg@bestsol.com.au

www.bestsol.com.au

AUSTRALIAN WASTE ENGINEERING P/L

Ph: (08) 8738 2021  

Fax: (08) 8738 2475

E: edan-awe@bigpond.com

Design of Effl uent Systems our Specialty

FAN Press
Screw
Separator

Distributors of:
• Submersible pumps

• Slurry Mixers

• PTO Slurry Pumps

• Bedding Recovery 
   Units

• Bio-Gas Equipment

Solid-Liquid Separation SystemsSolid-Liquid Separation Systems

Agricultural and Industrial

DAFWA research officer Karen Moore hopes to make important gains in improving 
the value of pork products from immunised male pigs.  

Improving the value of tasty pork

West coast smallgoods 
leader looks east

Key members of D’Orsogna’s Melbourne team: Peng 
Mach (supervisor), Miriam Mercado (operations 
co-ordinator), Ingrid Radegonde (quality manager), 
Veronique Chung (technical projects), Brian Spehr 
(production manager) and Darren Dempster (opera-
tions manager).

Cant Comment 
by 

BRENDON CANT
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A HIGHLY successful 
education and on-farm 
greenhouse gas mitiga-
tion program has yielded 
results above expecta-
tions for the Australian 
pork industry. 

Profitable reductions 
ranging from 3-84 percent 
of total on-farm emis-
sions have been planned 
or achieved on individual 
piggeries.

Over the past two years, 
producers representing 
24 percent of Australia’s 
pork production have par-
ticipated in workshops 
and one-on-one farm con-
sultations as part of the 
National PigGas Exten-
sion Project, delivered by 
Ian Kruger Consulting. 

Baseline greenhouse gas 
emissions were calculated 
on participants’ farms us-
ing the PigGas Calculator 
and mitigation strategies 
were identified.

The average potential 
to mitigate total on-farm 

greenhouse gas emissions 
across all piggeries was 
54 percent. 

On a national basis, this 
equates to a maximum 
abatement potential of 
588,500 tonnes of carbon 
dioxide equivalents per 
year. 

Mr Kruger, the principal 
consultant leading the pro-
ject said, “This is a good 
news story for agriculture.”

“Nearly all pork produc-
ers could identify poten-
tial emissions savings. 

“About half of those in 
the study have implement-
ed some reduction strate-
gies already, particularly 
where there was a clear 
financial return.

“For example, reducing 
feed wastage or increas-
ing feeding efficiency by 
5 percent resulted in about 
a 10 percent reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

“Modifying existing 
waste treatment and reuse 
systems could result in 

15-25 percent emissions 
reductions.

“Housing pigs in deep 
litter pig sheds resulted 
in about 40 percent lower 
emissions compared with 
housing in conventional 
flushed sheds.”

Mr Kruger highlighted 
that the maximum emis-
sions mitigation was 
found in conventional 
piggeries that treated ma-
nure in covered anaerobic 
ponds or tank digesters. 

He said these digesters 
capture and burn biogas 
methane to generate elec-
tricity for farm use and 
sales to the grid. 

“In these cases, 75-84 
percent of total on-farm 
greenhouse gas emissions 
could be mitigated and the 
emissions intensities fell 
from a calculated average 
of 4kg of carbon dioxide 
equivalents per kilogram 
of pork produced to below 
1kg. 

“Over 100,000 tonnes 

of CO2 have been abated 
so far from these digester 
systems installed on over 
10 percent of pork produc-
tion.”

This substantial reduc-
tion in total emissions and 
emissions intensity is a 
win-win for producers 
who are  taking action to 
manage conflicting envi-
ronmental and productiv-
ity challenges, enabling 
them to take advantage 
of new income opportu-
nities.

Some of the on-farm 
mitigation options such 
as reducing feed wast-

age resulted in direct cost 
savings, while other miti-
gation options including 
covering ponds generated 
new farm income streams 
including Australian car-
bon credit units and elec-
tricity sales and offsets.

The pork industry is an 
agricultural leader in pro-
actively mitigating green-
house gas emissions.

The National PigGas Ex-
tension project was funded 
by Ian Kruger Consulting, 
the Australian Government 
and Australian Pork Lim-
ited and is due for comple-
tion in May 2015. 

An engineered digester system.

Covered pond digesters offer the greatest green-
house gas mitigation for piggeries.

A rundown screen.

Piggies bank greenhouse savings

AUSTRALIAN Pork 
Limited’s ‘Code of 
Practice for On-Farm 
Biogas Production and 
Use (Piggeries)’ was 
launched at the 2015 
Victorian Pig Fair by 
APL chairman Enzo 
Allara. 

The Code provides a 
consistent framework 
and direction for the 
safe design, construc-
tion, operation and 
maintenance of on-farm 
biogas systems for Aus-
tralian pig producers.

It makes reference to 
internatio nal best prac-
tice and Australian reg-
ulations and standards 
relevant to biogas, and is 
in support of and not an 
alternative to relevant 
state and territory legis-

lation and requirements. 
Users of the Code are 

responsible for compli-
ance with all peripheral 
and relevant legislation, 
including that which 
is not identified in the 
Code. 

Users should consult 
relevant regulatory au-
thorities early in a bio-
gas project to ensure 
that all aspects of the 
project meet the rele-
vant requirements.

The Code uses a risk-
based approach, identi-
fying risks associated 
with on-farm biogas as 
well as potential options 
to mitigate those risks.

Due to a focus on on-
farm installations, the 
scope of the Code is 
limited to:

• The recovery of bio-
gas from agricultural 
waste and byproducts 
(primarily pig manure),

• at a rate of less than 
500 cubic metres of raw 
biogas per hour, that

• is conveyed or stored 
at pressures of less than 
50 kPa; and

• that does not cross 
the boundary or title of 
land on which the bio-
gas is produced (which 
may have additional 
regulatory requirements 
outside the scope of the 
Code).

You can access 
the Code by head-
ing to australianpork. 
com.au /wp-content / 
u p l o a d s / 2 0 1 3 / 1 0 / 
2011_1013-423-CoP-
Final-April15.pdf 

Biogas code of practice

PAN Pacific Pork Expo 
is just one year  away!  

Last year a number of 
exhibitors missed the 
event or hadn’t budgeted 
sufficiently for involve-
ment, displays or spon-
sorship of key events at 
PPPE.

No matter where you 
are involved in the pork 
industry, from grain and 
feed supply to grow-
ing and caring for pigs 
through to the processing 
and retailing of pork, you 
can’t afford not to be at 
next year’s PPPE.

The event is to return, 
due to popular demand, 
to the Gold Coast Con-
vention and Exhibition 
Centre on May 25 and 
26, 2016. 

The impact of change 
in our industry has never 
been as great as it is now 
due to what is currently 
happening and what will 
be experienced over the 
next few years. 

So, with the impacts of 
the voluntary and legisla-
tive changes to gestation 
stalls, changing consum-
er and customer trends 
around intensive farming 
and the rising costs of 
energy and other produc-
tion inputs, you need to 
be fully informed to best 
deal with them. 

PPPE is a valuable 
source of information 
for producers looking for 
those answers.

While some produc-
ers may see the need for 
change as unnecessary, 
I believe being in front 
of the game or more to 
the point, in charge of the 
game, is the preferred po-
sition for our industry. 

PPPE provides produc-
ers the opportunities to 
engage with other pig 
farmers as well as a wide 
range of industry suppli-
ers showcasing their ex-
pertise and products that 
will maximise your farm’s 
potential.

PPPE has continually 
improved with valued in-
put from producers and 
supply chain partners, 
with the last event in 2014 
breaking all previous at-
tendance and exhibitor 
records. 

The committee will be 
considerate of the current 
issues impacting produc-
ers in preparing the theme 
for next year’s event and 
will again be looking to 
world-leading presenters 
on topical issues and the 
presentation of valuable 

research done by Austral-
ian Pork Limited and Pork 
CRC, making your attend-
ance a must. 

Remember, APL mem-
bers are eligible for the 
APL travel and accommo-
dation support package. 

So if you are not al-
ready a member, contact 
APL membership officer 
Maree Winmill on 1800 
789 099.

Our PPPE committee is 
about to commence the 
planning process for the 
May 2016 event and we 
encourage new and old in-
dustry participants to con-
sider their involvement in 
our premier pork industry 
expo. 

Keep an eye out in fu-
ture editions of Austral-
ian Pork Newspaper for 
updates on the event and 
program details. 

Budget now and block 
off time to be part of PPPE 
2016 as a sponsor, exhibi-
tor or just attend and help 
APL make the next PPPE 
the best ever. 

Early preparation for PPPE

President’s Perspective

by JOHN COWARD

FARMERS and
FEED MILLERS

FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS OF:

CONTACT:

Bennie St, Industrial Estate, Dalby
Ph (07) 4662 4333

A/Hrs (07) 4663 5534

PTY
LTDSOYA FEEDS

Soya beans used in our meals are NOT genetically modified!

SFMCA 
FeedSafe 
Accredited

We use whole soya beans not gradings
to supply you with a quality meal
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A COMMON theme 
among producers seems 
to be how little influence 
they appear to have over 
the price they receive for 
their pigs.  

Having said that, over the 
past four years, pig price 
per kilogram has increased 
as a national baconer aver-
age from about $2.80 in 
March 2011 to roughly 
$3.33 in March this year. 

That’s just over a 4 per-
cent rise a year, so faster 
than the consumer price 
index, though feed costs 
have clearly done this too.

The Australian Pork 
Limited Marketing In-
sights team exists in part 
to provide producers in-
formation they could not 
collect by themselves. 

So let’s take a look at 
pricing beyond the farm 
gate.

It appears that if we look 
beyond the farm gate we 
see that additional margin 
is being made in whole-
saling pork at present. 

Figure 1 shows the con-
sumer price, wholesale 
price and pig prices trend-
ing upwards over time.

If we convert this in-
to gross trading margin 

(Figure 2) we can see that 
wholesalers are capturing 
about an extra dollar a 
kilogram based on the fig-
ures; more than doubling 
their margin.

This happens when a 
market has an excess of 
demand over supply. 

In that case there are 
few pigs available and the 

person who has the wid-
est trading network will 
find people prepared to 
pay more and allocate the 
few spare pigs to the high-
est bidder.

If you’re a producer, 
what can you do about 
this?  

Annoyingly, nothing is 
not a complete answer.  

If time could be found 
to understand the produc-
ers’ customers’ customers 
there could be a clearer 
understanding of what 
people are prepared to pay 
for and who is prepared to 
pay what.

In both these ways pro-
ducers can have an influ-
ence on the price they get 
for their pigs.

If return on investment 
is of interest to a pro-
ducer, it’s worth thinking 
about. 

pest controlpp
odour control
animal health productsp
biosecurity & farm hygiene

Pig  Health

T: 1300 791 009 F: 1300 798 005 
Orders / Customer Service - ccdsales@ccdanimalhealth.com.au

Technical / Sales - David Sherwood 0487 777 089 Fiona Selleck 0428 247 272 

Figure 2

Figure 1

Managing workplace safety
FARMING is one of 
the most dangerous oc-
cupations in Australia, 
with 17-22 percent of 
all work-related deaths 
occurring on farms.

In 2014 there were 54 
deaths on farms, seven 
of those being children. 

Adults over 65 ac-
count for more than 
one-third of all injuries, 
with males more likely 
to be injured than fe-
males.

Injuries, death and ill-
ness can be largely re-
duced through training 
and education, properly 
maintaining machinery 
and equipment and en-
suring adequate safety 
features are in place. 

Evaluating and mini-
mising the risks will re-
duce safety hazards that 
can cause injury and 
illness from animals, 
chemicals, vehicles, ma-
chinery, electricity and 
other power supplies 
and water hazards.

The Work Health and 
Safety Act 2011 lays out 
a framework to protect 
the health, safety and 
welfare of all workers.

It is designed to pro-
v ide a balanced and 
nationally consistent 
framework to secure 
the health and safety of 
workers and workplaces 
where reasonably prac-
ticable.

The WHS Act aims to: 
• Protect the health 

and safety of workers 
and other people by 
eliminating or minimis-
ing risks arising from 
work or workplaces;

• Ensure fair and ef-
fective representation, 
consultation and co-
operation to address 
and resolve health and 
safety issues in the 
workplace;

• Encourage unions 
and employer organisa-
tions to take a construc-
tive role in improving 
work health and safety 
practices;

• Assist businesses 
and workers to achieve 
a healthier and safer 
working environment;

• Promote informa-
tion, education and 
training on work health 
and safety; 

• Provide effective 
compliance and en-
forcement measures; 
and

• Deliver continuous 
improvement and pro-
gressively higher stand-
ards of work health and 
safety. 

WHS legislation fo-
cuses on preventing 
work-related illness and 
injury. 

The main platform for 
achieving this is risk 
management by iden-
tifying what activities 
could place workers at 
risk of injury or illness, 
assessing how big a risk 
they pose and taking 
steps to minimise the 
risk.

There are four stages 
in the risk management 
process:

• Identify the hazards;
• Assess the level of 

risk for the hazards;
• Control the risks; 

and
• Review to ensure the 

hazards have been re-
duced and no new haz-
ards have been created.

There are many rea-
sons to manage WHS. 

Ethically and morally 

people should not be in-
jured or become ill at 
work. 

Workers’ compensa-
tion claims in agricul-
ture and services to ag-
riculture are among the 
highest of any industry. 

There is also a high 
cost to business as a 
direct result of injury 
and lost productivity as 
well as increased costs 
associated with higher 
workers’ compensation 
premiums. 

Managing WHS 
makes good business 
sense by keeping work-
ers (and on farms, many 
workers are family 
members) well and able 
to perform their work, 
and not incurring costs 
associated with injuries 
and illness. 

Ultimately, employers 
have the final respon-
sibility for providing a 
workplace that is safe 
and without risks to 
health. 

WHS law aims for 
management and em-
ployees to work together 
on WHS. 

In order to achieve 
this, employers need 
to be able to show that 
they consult with their 
workers about WHS. 

Law about consulta-
tion differs from state 
to state, but generally 
requires a WHS repre-
sentative or, for larger 
organisations, a WHS 
committee. 

Consultation may 
also occur informally 
through WHS being 
included in meetings 
and supervisors raising 
WHS issues directly 
with their staff.

WHS responsibili-
ties should be includ-
ed in job descriptions 
and workers informed, 
trained and supervised 
so as to undertake their 
work in a healthy and 
safe way.

Supervisors and man-
agers not only train and 
supervise their staff in 
WHS but also need to 
identify and fix hazards, 
act on WHS issues that 
are reported to them, set 
an example modelling 
good WHS practices 
and actively encourage 
staff to raise and dis-
cuss WHS issues.

Once hazards have 
been identified and the 
level of risk assessed, 
steps must be taken to 
try to eliminate or mini-
mise the level of risk. 

The best controls 
eliminate the hazards 
totally.

Controls that make the 
workplace safe are more 
effective than controls 
such as earplugs that 
protect the worker. 

Though the ideal situ-
ation is to eliminate all 
risks or reduce them to 
an insignificant level, 
this is generally imprac-
tical. 

With the emphasis now 
on self regulation, the re-
sponsibility is on the em-
ployer to determine what 
the acceptable levels of 
risks are and be able to 
justify them. 

Pig farming is a physi-
cal occupation involv-
ing manual handling, 
potentially dangerous 
machines and large, 
strong, unpredictable 
animals. 

Consequently, there 
will always be some 

risks associated with it.
In practice, a combi-

nation of measures is 
often required. 

For example, in envi-
ronments such as pig-
geries that are noisy, 
stockpersons may wear 
earplugs, however other 
controls might include 
insulation and fitting 
mufflers or rubber stops 
to gates. 

Other controls could 
include modifying or 
replacing noisy machin-
ery in feed mills and 
training staff to handle 
pigs safely through pro-
grams such as ProHand.

Other issues common 
in the pork industry are 
dust hazards and back 
injuries. 

Dust hazards associ-
ated with intensive pig 
production are difficult 
to manage and high lev-
els constitute a health 
and safety issue. 

More than 60 percent 
of pig farmers suffer 
from dust-induced res-
piratory problems dur-
ing their working lives 
and in many cases these 
continue after they re-
tire, often with debili-
tating effects.

Of particular impor-
tance in the pork indus-
try is the continual ad-
vancement of good hy-
giene practices through 
education and improve-
ment of communal fa-
cilities to prevent the 
spread of disease be-
tween pigs as well as 
between pigs and hu-
mans and in some cases 
humans and humans. 

Diseases such as 
community-acquired 
methici l l in-resistant 
staphylococcus aureus 
and influenza are easily 
spread in any situation 
where people are in close 
contact, such as change 
rooms and tea rooms.  

Once established, 
some of these diseases, 
especially CA-MRSA 
can be difficult and ex-
pensive to manage. 

With this in mind, the 
pork industry is encour-
aging producers, their 
families and anyone 
who will be in close 
contact with pigs this 
winter to get the influ-
enza vaccination and 
practice good hand hy-
giene to limit the spread 
of infections. 

Management is re-
sponsible for identify-
ing control and imple-
menting controls. 

Management should 
consult with workers 
about identifying suit-
able control measures 
and workers should fol-
low the control meas-
ures put in place.

These examples high-
light the need to keep 
abreast of the legisla-
tion, pig industry stand-
ards and general health 
and safety information. 

They also underline 
the importance of pre-
employment and ongo-
ing health checks. 

In the event of a crimi-
nal or civil claim being 
made against an em-
ployer, ignorance of the 
law is no defence. 

Should you require 
further information on 
WHS issues, please 
contact me by email at 
John.McGoverne@aus 
tralianpork.com.au 
John McGoverne
APL Policy Analyst

Missing cash beyond the farm gate

Marketing Matters
by PETER HAYDON

General Manager Marketing
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IN 2012, Dr Deborah 
Nolan-Clark, Dr Eliza-
beth Neale (Landmark 
Nutrition Pty Ltd) and 
Assoc Prof Karen Charl-
ton (University of Wol-
longong) conducted a 
secondary analysis of 
the 2007 Australian Na-
tional Children’s Nutri-
tion and Physical Activi-
ty survey to examine the 
patterns of pork intake 
in Australian children 
and investigate the nu-
tritional contribution of 
pork in their diets. 

Results suggested that 
about half the children 
surveyed reported eating 
some kind of pork, with 
processed pork such as 
bacon and ham by far the 
most frequently eaten. 

Only 7 percent of all 
children in the survey re-
ported that they ate fresh 
pork. 

This Pork CRC Pro-
ject 3B-106 research also 
examined demographic 
characteristics of pork 
consumers compared to 
children who did not eat 
pork. 

Fewer children who re-
ported eating pork had 
a primary carer born in 
Africa or the Middle East, 
compared to Australia, 
Europe and the UK. 

When considering the 
type of pork eaten, more 
children who reported 
eating fresh pork had a 
primary carer born in 
Asia (compared to Aus-
tralia, Europe and the 
UK). 

In contrast, more chil-
dren who reported eat-
ing processed pork had 
a primary carer born in 
Australia, Europe or the 
UK, compared to Asia. 

Children who reported 
eating pork had greater 
intakes of protein, phos-
phorous and zinc than 
children who did not eat 
pork. 

Pork also contributed 
substantially to the in-
takes of a number of im-
portant nutrients includ-
ing protein, thiamin, zinc 
and niacin. 

Despite the finding that 
children who ate pork had 
a greater energy, total fat 
and saturated fat intake 
than children who did 
not eat pork, there was 
no difference in weight, 
waist circumference or 
prevalence of being over-
weight/obese between 
children who ate pork and 
those who did not.

This research highlight-

ed the important role of 
pork within the diets of 
Australian children, as 
well as the discrepancy 
between consumption of 
fresh and processed pork, 
and identified key target 
areas for encouraging 
fresh pork intake. 

This study was pub-
lished in the peer-re-
viewed journal Nutrition 
Research, and was pre-
sented at the Nutrition 
Society of Australia An-
nual Scientific Meeting 
(2013).
Project 3B-108 ‘Ex-
ploring barriers to 
fresh and total pork 
consumption among 
children: parental per-
spectives’ 

To determine the 
reasons why Austral-
ian children were eating 
processed pork in prefer-
ence to fresh pork va-
rieties, Dr Nolan-Clark, 
Dr Neale and Assoc Prof 
Charlton conducted a 
qualitative study to ex-
plore parental percep-
tions of their children’s 
pork consumption.

Semi-structured focus 
groups were completed 
with parents and carers of 
children aged from two to 
16 years.

Parents were asked 
questions about their chil-
dren’s pork preferences 
and factors that encour-
aged or discouraged pork 
consumption (particularly 
fresh pork).

Overall, parents report-
ed that pork was an ac-
ceptable meat to include 
in children’s meals and 
there was an overall per-
ception that fresh pork 
was a healthy meat be-
cause of its leanness.

In comparison, pro-
cessed pork such as ham 
and bacon was seen as less 
healthy than fresh pork, 
though it was viewed as 
being more convenient.  

Issues with the cooking 
and preparation of fresh 
pork were discussed as 
barriers to its intake. 

Parents felt they lacked 
confidence when cooking 
fresh pork, and many be-
lieved that pork needed to 
be cooked until well done 
to avoid food poisoning. 

Within the groups, a 
strong desire for simple 
and fast recipes using 
fresh pork was discussed. 

Parents felt that involving 
their children in prepar-
ing dishes containing fresh 
pork (dumplings for exam-
ple) improved their accept-

ance of these meals. 
Participants also felt 

they lacked knowledge of 
the nutritional contribu-
tion of pork compared to 
other meats.

Other barriers to serv-
ing fresh pork included a 
lack of visibility in super-
markets, with fresh pork 
seen to be less visible 
in shopping outlets than 
beef or chicken. 

It was also seen to be 
advertised less frequently 
than these meats. 

The barriers to fresh 
pork intake among chil-
dren that were identified 

in this research provide 
important information for 
targeted marketing strate-
gies to increase intake of 
fresh pork among chil-
dren. 

The provision of simple 
recipes to improve par-
ents’ confidence in cook-
ing pork, particularly if 
those recipes can be pre-
pared with children may 
be one way to do so. 

Educating parents on 
the unique nutritional 
contribution of pork and 
ensuring that fresh pork 
is visible in supermarkets 
may also help to increase 

fresh pork intakes. 
Adult consumption

Dr Nolan-Clark, Dr 
Neale and Assoc Prof 
Charlton are currently 
investigating pork con-
sumption among Austral-
ian adults in the 2011-
2013 Australian Health 
Survey, with this project 
due to be submitted to 
Pork CRC in late June, 
2015. 

For further informa-
tion, contact Dr Deborah 
Nolan-Clark by email at 
deborah@landmarknutri 
tion.com

www.po rkcrc.com.au 

Take advantage of the Poly difference today.
FREECALL:  1800 502 267 
EMAIL:  sales@enmachind.com.au   
VISIT:  polysilos.com

 
Needs

Poly Silos are the unbeatable option for  
your feed, grain and fertiliser storage.
Get real value now while lasting for decades:

• Expandable storage solutions

• Rust and weather resistant

• High UV protection

• 1 – 46 tonne poly silos available

• Insulating properties

• Light, safe and easy

• Liquid storage option

• Finance available 

The perfect companion for intensive farming.  
• Poultry • Pork • Dairy

Dr Deborah Nolan-Clark and Pork CRC CEO Dr Roger 
Campbell at the 2014 Pork CRC stakeholders’ meeting.

Digesting pork eating habits
■  Pork CRC Project 3B-106 ‘Health benefits of pork consumption 

in the diets of Australian children’ and 3B-108 ‘Exploring barriers 
to fresh and total pork consumption among children: parental 
perspectives’

Project Leader Profile
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MURDOCH University 
researchers are investi-
gating whether the efflu-
ent from piggeries can 
be effectively treated 
with micro and macroal-
gae so that species of the 
organism can be safely 
fed back to pigs.

The Pork CRC has in-
vested $300,000 with the 
Algae Research and De-
velopment Centre at Mur-
doch University to investi-
gate the proposals, which 
would cut costs, recover 
energy from waste and 
reduce the potential for 
groundwater contamina-

tion at piggeries.
So far, centre director 

Dr Navid Moheimani and 
his team from the School 
of Veterinary and Life 
Sciences have discovered 
three different types of 
microalgae that can grow 
on untreated piggery an-
aerobic digestate effluent, 
which typically contains 
extremely high levels of 
ammonium.

Anaerobic digestion in 
lagoons or ponds on farms 
is currently the most com-
mon method used to pro-
cess piggery waste. 

The discovery is a world 

first and offers a poten-
tially cost effective means 
of remediating piggery ef-
fluent.

They have found that 
microalgae remove am-
monia, other nutrients 
and potentially reduce the 
pathogen load in the efflu-
ent, meaning the treated 
wastewater can be reused.

The algal biomass pro-
duced is potentially a 
protein-rich food source 
for pigs and other ani-
mals, though Dr Moheim-
ani said extensive testing 
would be required.

“We have high hopes 
that this method of treat-
ing effluent will ensure 
the algal biomass pro-
duced can be fed back 
to the pigs, which will 
make Australian piggeries 
much less wasteful and 
more cost competitive,” 
Dr Moheimani said.

“Of course if this works 
for pigs, it could also work 
for different livestock.

“Pig slurry could well 
be viewed by the industry 
as a resource rather than a 
waste management issue.”

Dr Moheimani and his 
colleagues are now look-
ing at methods to opti-
mise the growth of the 
microalgae on the effluent 
and are bioprospecting for 
suitable species of mac-
roalgae to grow on pig-

gery effluent. 
Macroalgae are larger 

and easier to harvest than 
microalgae.

The anaerobic digestion 
process currently used in 
piggeries produces a low-
quality fertiliser. 

A byproduct of this pro-
cess is the creation of bio-
gas, which is a renewable 
energy source consisting 
mostly of methane and 
carbon dioxide. 

This is often used to 
generate electricity on 
farms.

If they find the micro 
and macroalgae grown on 
effluent is unfit for con-
sumption by pigs, Dr Mo-
heimani said his team will 
investigate how algae can 
help to maximise biogas 
production from piggery 
effluent.

This is a multidiscipli-
nary project involving ex-
perts with different back-
grounds.

Dr Moheimani is the 
project principal investi-
gator, while his Murdoch 
University colleagues Prof 
John Pluske, emeritus 
Prof Michael Borowitzka 
and Dr John Huisman are 
contributing their exper-
tise in nutrient studies, 
algal cultivation and eco-
nomics and macroalgal 
bioprospecting respec-
tively. 

Dr Sasha Jenkins from 
the University of West-
ern Australia is helping to 
investigate the anaerobic 
digestion process while 
Jeremy Ayre is conduct-
ing his PhD mainly on 
microalgae cultivation as-
pects of the project.

Mr Ayre is in his first 
year of study and his 
scholarship is co-funded 
by the Pork CRC and 
Murdoch University.

The project is also sup-
ported by the Department 
of Agriculture and Food, 
Western Australia and the 
University of Melbourne 
(Dr Peter Cakebread).

According to Pork CRC 
Program 4 ‘Carbon Con-
scious Nutrient Inputs and 
Outputs’ leader Rob Wil-
son, this exciting area of 
research for the Pork CRC 
follows a successful Hon-
ours project by Mr Ayres.

“Australian pork pro-
ducers are a resourceful 
group, as demonstrated by 
the successful uptake of 
energy replacement by the 
capture and use of biogas 
on farm,” Dr Wilson said.

“This work comple-
ments the environmental 
credentials of pork pro-
ducers while exploring the 
possibility of producing a 
food source or a co-diges-
tion product for bioenergy 
output.” 
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Excellent quality 
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.  Straight Farrowing Crate.

Ph (02) 6644 6065 – Fax (02) 6644 7568
– Mobile 0437 431 901 

Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd, ABN 18 156 169 876 Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
 Fx (02) 6644 7568                  Mobile: 0437 431 901 
Victoria: Ben Slots (03) 9462 4266 Fax (03) 9718 1896
Freecall: 1800 999 245   Mob 0418 388 842

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST

For further information call us today

Wendy Laycock
Phone: 03 9695 4116
Mobile: 0417 272 885
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Dr Rob Wilson of Pork CRC and Dr Navid Moheimani 
at Murdoch University’s Algae R&D Centre.

Algae discovery means pig waste could provide more for farms

Dr Navid Moheimani inside Murdoch University’s Algae R&D Centre.
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Suite 1003 Level 10, 1 Newland StreetBondi Junction 2022
Sydney Australia
fabian.barcelo@adm.com
www.adm.com/australia

A MEMBER OF ARCHER DANIELS MIDLAND COMPANY

T (02) 9387 2255
F (02) 9369 1170
M 0409 758 106

Neil GANNON - 0458 634 554
Charlotte WRIGHT - 0499 171 010

Greg STUART - 0499 287 710
Bernard CHUAH - 0414 610 889

BIOMIN Australia Pty Ltd
PO Box 2344, Carlingford NSW 2118

Tel: 02 9872 6324, Fax: 02 9872 5139

email: office.australia@biomin.net

www.biomin.net

AFSystems
Andrew Kimball
Agricultural Sales & Service

Mobile: 0428 609 611
Email: afs@activ8.net.au

PO Box 4009 Nemingha NSW 2340 Australia

Industrial Insulation Polyurethane Injection Specialists

Mitchell Kann
Operations Manager
Mobile: 0400 035 112

PO Box 451
Salisbury Qld 4107
ABN: 38 099 241 595

Ph: 07 3277 9785
Fax: 07 3277 9246

Email: mitchell@total-insulation.com.au

THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 

Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my CardHere’s my Card

www.reevegroup.com.au

(03) 9699 7355

DAIRIES - PIGGERIES - ABATTOIRSProudly designed & manufactured in Australia
NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATERCan run dry indefinitely without damage
HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators
UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

EASTERN
genetic resources

Brenden McClelland
Phone: 07 4663 1279

Fax: 07 4663 1395
AI Centre: 07 4663 1071

Mobile: 0409 064 806
email: belmont.360@bigpond.com

website: www.easterngenetics.com.au

"Belmont"
MS 360
Bell Qld

Australia 4408

Christian Pyke
Managing Director

M: 0428 233 200
E: info@cpyke.com.au 
PO Box 3350
Port Lincoln South Australia 5606

www.cpyke.com.au

Australian Agent / Distributor for:

Supplier of 
 high performance 

ingredients for
aquatic and 

animal nutrition

Shane Nicholson (Qld)   

 Lienert Australia Head Office: 8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy 5371, SA, Australia
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Linda Scotts (NSW)            

Tel:  0427  200  262
Shane.Nicholson@lienerts.com.au

Tel:  0428   972   599
Linda.Scotts@lienerts.com.au

Matt Lahm (Vic)                     
Tel: 0437  056  369
Matt.Lahm@lienerts.com.au

Vin Modra (SA)                        
Tel:  0407  723  679
Vin.Modra@lienerts.com.au

Regional Sales Representatives

1800  649  231
(Toll Free Number)

Michael Pritchard MTB
Biosecurity Manager
michael.pritchard@lienerts.com.au

Lienert Australia Head Office
8 Roseworthy Rd,Roseworthy 5371 
SA, Australia
T    02 6851 6200
M 0407 764 850
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F  02 9144 4574

2/19 Success Street Acacia Ridge Queensland 4110
FarmMark P/L Livestock Solutions

Phone: 07 3274 6372   Mobile: 0412 934 892  Fax: 07 3274 2372

Alan Smith
B. Ag Sci.

Managing Director

Minitube Australia Pty Ltd Tel: +61 3 5342 8688
P.O. Box 1 Fax: +61 3 5342 8788
135 Brooke Street, Smythesdale Mobile: +61 414 432 790
Victoria 3351 asmith@minitube.com.au
Australia www.minitube.com.au

porknews.com.au • ben@porknews.com.au

Advertise your 
business card here
call 07 3286 1833
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Fred Schwenke
Business Unit Director Intensive
Intensive – Monogastric
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
T 02 8876 0378 
F 02 8876 0444  E  Fred.Schwenke@zoetis.com
M 0417 844 231 W  www.zoetis.com.au

Dr Timothy Ahern B. Sc. (Hons) B.V.Sc. (Hons) Dip.Reprod.Sci

National Pig Business Manager

Intensive – Monogastric

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd

Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138

PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128

M 0418 124 664 E  Timothy.Ahern@zoetis.com

F 02 8876 0444 W  www.zoetis.com.au

Darryl Meaney
National Sales Manager Intensive
Intensive – Monogastric
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
T 02 8876 0355 
F 02 8876 0444  E  Darryl.Meaney@zoetis.com
M 0419 594 922 W  www.zoetis.com.au

Tom Cowper
National Account Manager - Intensive

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138

PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128

M 0418 246 675 E  tom.cowper@zoetis.com

F 02 8876 0444 W  www.zoetis.com.au
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WENDY LAYCOCK

Operations Manager

Sales Protein Division

Level 1
49 - 51 Stead Street

South Melbourne, VIC
3205 Australia

Phone: 03 9695 4116
Fax: 03 9699 5283

Mobile: 0417 272 885

wlaycock@craigmostyn.com.au

www.cmaqua.com.au   www.craigmostyn.com.au

Warren Kehl
Trader

Protein Division

Level 1
49 - 51 Stead Street

South Melbourne, VIC
3205 Australia

Phone: +61 3 9695 4116
Fax: +61 3 9699 5283

Mobile: +61 477 555 008
wkehl@craigmostyn.com.au

 www.craigmostyn.com.au

Bruce Hunt
Professional Sales Representative - Intensive Livestock

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd

Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138

PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128

M 0438 352 443 E  bruce.hunt@zoetis.com

F 02 8876 0444 W  www.zoetis.com.au

SLURRY PUMPING AND COMPOST SPREADING

0437 885 309
E: growuporganics@bigpond.com
www.growuporganics.com.au

Delivering Excellence in
Swine Reproduction

Lethbridge, Victoria

Freecall: 1800 647744

Facsimile: (03) 5281 7547

Mobile: 0408 855 875

Email: bridget@porkstorks.com.au

Glencoe, Queensland

Phone: (07) 4699 3011

Facsimile: (07) 4699 3055

Mobile: 0400 672 418

Email: glencoe@porkstorks.com.au

GENE CENTRE MANAGER

George Hassan

Gene Centre
Murray Bridge SA
M: 0427 567 722

PO Box 520
Junortoun VIC 3551

M: 0428 753 880
P: 03 5439 4233
F: 03 5439 4233

E: rob@cefn.com.au

 
BREEDING & TECHNICAL MANAGER

Rob Nicholls

www.cefn.com.au
Predictable Outcomes Through Advanced Cefn Genetics

A

PO Box 550
Mount Gambier
South Australia 5290

Telephone: (08) 8725 0411

Facsimile: (08) 8725 8784
Mobile: 0409 091 678

Email: myora@myora.com.au

MANAGING DIRECTOR
JEFF BRAUN

ABN 78 008 025 563

“Breeders of quality stock”

MYORA FARM

www.chrisrichards.com.au • 1800 426 142 • F: 03 5443 3829

Swine Veterinary Consultants

• Health, Production and QA Services

• Disease Eradication and   
 Repopulations

• Servicing all areas of Australia 

CHRIS RICHARDS & ASSOCIATES CHRIS RICHARDS & ASSOCIATES

Dr Chris Richards  0429 843 184
Dr Hugo Dunlop  0428 129 053
Dr Bernie Gleeson  0428 270 091
Dr Andrew Morris  0437 011 818
Dr Sarah De Greef  0429 049 708
Dr Kirsty Richards  0407 282 592
Dr Yvette Miller 0428 479 000
Dr Sarah Jenkin  0409 715 559
Dr Hong Lin  0409 540 212
Dr Erin Borrow  0438 111 713

1300 884 593
Customer Servicewww.becfeedsolutions.com.au

Dr. David Isaac
DVM MRCVS 

ANIMAL HEALTH, INNOVATION 
& RESEARCH MANAGER

MOB +61(0) 400 603 483
PH +617 3723 9844   FAX +617 3271 3080  

d.isaac@becfeedsolutions.com.au
50 & 66 Antimony Street 
Carole Park Qld 4300

PO BOX 475, Goodna Qld 4300

www.reevegroup.com.au
(03) 9699 7355

FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT
ON CROPS AND PASTURES

Volume capacity –
18m3/hr to 90m3/hr

Spray width to 36m and
runs up to 330mPhone: 02 9609 7922

Fax: 02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller Mobile: 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner Mobile: 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner Mobile: 0499 009 293

VAUCLUSE & APS
117 Chapman Rd, Inglewood, SA 5133

David Reu
MOBILE: 0427 791 734
EMAIL: davidreu@vaucluse-aps.com.au 

Gabby Brooke 
MOBILE: 0419 695 126
EMAIL: gabby@vaucluse-aps.com.au 

PH: 08 8380 5672  FAX: 08 8380 5176
www.vaucluse-aps.com.au

Supplying the  
Piggery Industry  
with tarpaulin  

overs  
 

overs

Phone: 1300 059 003    
Fax: 1300 858 626  
Email: info@polytex.net.au    
www.polytex.net.au
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COAT-O-FOAM Pty 
Ltd

Specialising in Polyurethane Foam Application

Gavin Forsyth
Sales Manager

E

W
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M

F

Eugene McGahan
Senior Consultant

B Eng (Ag) MEng RPEQ MASABE Cert IV
Assessment and Workplace Training

Delivering solutions 
for today’s agriculture

PO Box 2175 (11 Clifford St) 
Toowoomba Qld 4350

07 4632 8230 
0428 328 233
07 4632 8057
Eugene.McGahan@fsaconsulting.net
www.fsaconsulting.net

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 459 356
Tel: 1800 038 037
Fax: 02 8875 8715
john.glassbrook@boehringer-ingelheim.com

John Glassbrook
Bsc. Agric (An.Sci)
Senior Technical Services and Sales Manager

Meg Donahoo
B.An.Vet.Bio.Sc(Hons), M.Sc.Vet.Sc

Technical Services and Sales Representative

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited

Animal Health Division

78 Waterloo Road

North Ryde NSW 2113

Mobile: 0411 330 493 

Tel: 1800 038 037

Fax: 02 8875 8715
meg.donahoo@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Sam Custodio
Technical Services and Sales Representative

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0409 493 368 
Tel: 1800 038 037
Fax: 02 8875 8715
samuel.custodio@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0428 270 494
Tel: 1800 038 037
Fax: 02 8875 8715
phillip.marr@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Phillip Marr
Senior Technical Services and Sales Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 233 227
Tel: 1800 038 037
Fax: 02 8875 8715
shaun.megson@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Shaun Megson
Key Account Manager, Australia and New Zealand
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www.feedworks.com.au

Stuart Wilkinson
Technical Services Manager
Monogastrics

M 0414 487 882
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au
13 High Street, Lancefield
Victoria 3435 Australia  

www.feedworks.com.au

David Cadogan
B.Ag.Sci, MRurSc, PhD.
Technical Services Manager
Monogastrics

M 0409 049 793
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au
13 High Street, Lancefield
Victoria 3435 Australia  

Amanda Vardanega 
National Swine Specialist
MSD Animal Health

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
91-105 Harpin Street 
Bendigo East VIC 3550
Australia
PO Box 2800
Bendigo Delivery Centre
VIC 3554
Customer Service  1800 033 461
M 0427 011 579
F 1800 817 414
amanda.vardanega@merck.com

The Science of Healthier Animals

A.P.S. AUSSIE PORK
SUPPLIERS PTY LTD

James Bredhauer
8 King St
PO Box 1187
Kingaroy Qld 4610

Ph: 07 4162 2233
Fax: 07 4162 4804

Mob: 0427 549 373
Email: jamesb@aussieporksuppliers.com.au

Pork industry students and Pork CRC chairman Dennis Mutton attended Tim and Judy Croagh’s farm. 

APL Research and Innovation General Manager Dr 
Darryl D’Souza caught up with Dr Alison Collins of the 
Elizabeth Macarthur Agricultural Institute at the pork 
industry dinner.

APL CEO Andrew Spencer and APL Finance and 
Administration General Manager Sarah Lindsay 
were joined at dinner by students Alice Weaver, 
Anthony Martyniuk, Lechelle Van Breda and Rebecca 
Woodhouse.

Pork industry students expand knowledge at Vic Pig Fair
AUSTRALIAN Pork 
Limited and Pork CRC 
undergraduate and post-
graduate students recent-
ly travelled to Bendigo 
for the Victorian Pig 
Fair. 

Prior to attending the 
pig fair they travelled to 
Tim and Judy Croagh’s 
APIQP certified outdoor 
bred site. 

Tim and Judy kindly 
opened their doors to the 
students, APL staff and 
Pork CRC chairman Den-
nis Mutton. 

The students heard from 
APL Manager for Envi-
ronment Janine Price on 
classifications of outdoor 
systems and that outdoor 

production is recognised 
as intensive animal pro-
duction under most plan-
ning schemes. 

Janine also outlined 
planning requirements, 
environmental risks and 
design and management 
practices to reduce risks 
associated with outdoor 
systems.

The students then toured 
Tim and Judy’s farrow to 
finish farm, asking many 
pertinent questions about 
the management, pro-
cedures and issues that 
come with their outdoor 
bred enterprise.

That night the students 
attended the student and 
industry dinner. 

This event was proudly 
sponsored by the VPF 
group and attended by 
VPF sponsors, industry 
representatives, APL and 
Pork CRC. 

Guest speaker for the 
evening APL CEO An-
drew Spencer inspired 
the students by high-
lighting his diverse ca-
reer in many agricultural 
industries and how he 
came to be in the pork 
industry and ultimately 
the CEO of APL. 

The following day, stu-
dents attended a work-
shop conducted by Da-
vid Faulkner of David 
Faulkner & Associates. 

Watched on by Dr Roger 

Campbell, Dennis Mut-
ton and Graeme Crook of 
Pork CRC, the students 
learnt how to effectively 
convey their messages to 
industry. 

The students said they 
thoroughly enjoyed the 
workshop and found it 
beneficial to them person-
ally and professionally. 

Following the work-
shops and farm tour the 
students descended on 
the festivities of the VPF, 
beginning with the APL/
Pork CRC seminar series 
run prior to the official 
opening by APL Board 
chairman Enzo Allara.

The students welcomed 
the opportunity to engage 

with many of the leading 
pork industry representa-
tives for their remaining 
time at the VPF.

Student workshops and 
attendance at producer 
events such as the VPF 
are crucial to informing 
our future leaders of the 
key issues affecting our 
industry.

As a PhD student of Pork 
CRC and now employed 
by APL as the Research 
and Innovation Manager 
fo r Production Innovation, 
I believe the importance 
of these workshops is in-
tegral to developing and 
retaining passionate peo-
ple within our industry. 
Robyn Terry
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AUSSIE Pumps has an-
nounced an upgrade of 
its heavy-duty, cast iron, 
industrial semi-trash 
motor pumps.  

These self-priming 
pumps are used in di-
verse applications such 
as dealing with waste ef-
fluent in piggeries, food 
waste and slurries in 
batch plants.

The upgrade consists 
of taking the single and 
three-phase pumps in 
their 2” configuration to 
larger horsepowers to pro-
vide more reserve power.  

Product manager Craig 
Bridgement said, “Tradi-
tionally we have always 
supplied the 2” model 
B2KQA-ST in either cast 
iron or 316 stainless steel 
in 2hp configuration.” 

“The new versions 
moved up to 3hp (2.2kW) 
with a view to providing 
reserve horsepower.”

The 2” trash pump deliv-
ers a maximum flow of 
440l/pm and a maximum 
head of 18m.

Its self-priming char-
acteristics are excellent, 
with the ability to draw 
water from pits at depths 
of 6m.

“We are very conscious 
of the pump ‘golden rule’,” 
Bridgement said.  

“We promote the idea 
that the best efficiency 
point at which all pumps 
should be operated is 85 
percent of the total pump 
head.   

“Many users are not 
aware of the effect the ad-
ditional load puts on the 
motor when the pump is 
operated at higher flow 
rates on the performance 
curve.”

By increasing the re-
serve horsepower, us-
ers can be confident that 
these pumps will deliver 
better outcomes and have 
a longer life.

The pumps are close 
coupled to heavy-duty, to-

tally enclosed, fan-cooled 
single-phase (240V) or 
three-phase (415V) elec-
tric motors. 

The motors are IP rated 
and the pumps are de-
signed to handle solids in 
suspension.

They are fitted with 
hard-wearing silicon car-
bide mechanical seals 
with an alumina coun-
terface and nitrile rubber 
elastomers.  

They also feature a 
stainless steel wear plate 
and are fitted with a front-
opening clean-out port.  

That’s a huge advantage 
because the clean-out port 
means the pump can be 
cleared of chokes without 
having to dismantle in-
situ pipework.

The move to bigger mo-
tors is advantageous in 
agricultural, construction 
and industrial waste ap-
plications.  

The 2” pumps are part of 
Aussie Pumps’ full line-
up of semi-trash pumps 
that go all the way to the 
giant 8” pump capable of 
pumping up to 9000l/pm 
of effluent waste.

Like all Aussie Pumps 
products, the u nits are de-
signed and built to ISO 
9001 quality standards.

Further information in-
cluding a free catalogue is 
available from www.aus 
siepumps.com.au 

DURING the past two 
years, industry education 
workshops and one-on-
one piggery consulta-
tions have been conduct-
ed in each state using 
the Pork Industry Green-
house Gas Calculator. 

On-farm baseline green-
house gas emission calcu-
lations and on-farm emis-
sion reduction options 
have provided some inter-
esting results and a better 
understanding of possible 
abatement from piggeries.

The results showed it is 
possible to reduce GHG 
emissions on most pigger-
ies. 

On all but two of the 

55 piggeries studied, ways 
to reduce GHG emissions 
were identified. 

On the vast majority of 
piggeries, it is possible for 
a mitigation action to lead 
to cost savings in feed or 
energy, improved manure 
management or new in-
come streams from trading 
Australian carbon credit 
units and electricity. 

About half the producers 
involved in the program 
have already implemented 
some reduction strategies.

Table 1 shows the on-
farm baseline GHG emis-
sions and potential emis-
sion abatements calcu-
lated on the 55 piggeries 
of various types and sizes 
that represented 24 per-
cent of Australia’s pork 
production. 

Emissions are expressed 
in tonnes of carbon diox-
ide equivalents per year (t 
CO2-e/y).

The calculated on-farm 
emissions are based on 
energy use, enteric meth-
ane emissions from the 
pigs’ guts, methane and 
nitrous oxide emissions 
from waste treatment sys-
tems and nitrous oxide 
from land applying efflu-
ent and manure.

Results show that the 
total baseline GHG emis-
sions from 24 percent of 
Australia’s pork production 
was 260,481 t CO2-e/y. 

It was possible to reduce 
these emissions by 54 per-

cent or 141,232 t CO2-e/y. 
If this reduction was ap-

plied to the whole pork 
industry, it would be pos-
sible to reduce our na-
tional GHG emissions by 
588,500 t CO2-e/y.  

On many of the pigger-
ies studied, there were 
opportunities to reduce 
feed wastage by at least 
5 percent, which can re-
duce emissions by up to 
10 percent. 

The highest emissions 
mitigation potential (75-
84 percent) was found in 
conventional piggeries 
that cover the primary 
anaerobic lagoon to cap-
ture biogas methane, burn 
methane to generate elec-
tricity and capture waste 
heat from the genset en-
gine to offset energy pur-
chases.

Only two methods cur-
rently exist for piggeries 
to generate and trade AC-
CUs under Australia’s new 
Emissions Reduction Fund. 

These ERF methods 
relate to capturing and 
burning methane from 
covered anaerobic ponds 
or engineered digesters. 

However, in future 
years, additional ERF 
methods will be devel-
oped that should provide 
pig producers with more 
opportunities to mitigate 
their emissions and gen-
erate some income from 
trading ACCUs. 

Examples of these op-

portunities are: chang-
ing conventional housing 
to deep litter; anaerobic 
digestion of spent litter; 
using smaller, shorter 
retention time treatment 
ponds; amending manure 
to bind nitrogen prior to 
spreading; and changing 
land application timing 
and techniques. 

Research to develop 
some of these potential 
ERF methods is nearing 
completion in the Nation-
al Agricultural Manure 
Management Program. 

This program is funded 
by the Department of Ag-
riculture and the intensive 
agricultural industries co-
ordinated by Australian 
Pork Limited. 

Results from the mod-
elling have shown that 
in the next few years the 
Australian pork industry 
should have a broad suite 
of technologies and ERF 
methods available to al-
low it to reduce its total 
GHG emissions by about 
50 percent. 

The results discussed 
were gathered as part of 
the National PigGas Ex-
tension project funded by 
Ian Kruger Consulting, 
the Australian Govern-
ment and APL. 

For more information, 
contact me by phone 0401 
365 488 or email iank 
rugerconsulting@gmail.
com 
Ian Kruger

Piggery type Baseline emissions 
(t CO2-e/y)

Modelled abatement
(t CO2-e/y)

Farrowing only – conventional (5)* 6576 4224

Farrow to weaner – conventional (1) 2211 205

Farrow to pork – conventional (1) 1880 1579

Farrow to finish – conventional (19) 112,991 72,236

Grow out – conventional and deep 
litter (2)

7131 2005

Grow out – conventional (5) 23,757 15,410

Farrow to finish – conventional 
and deep litter (20)

102,444 45,488

Farrow to finish – outdoor farrowing 
and deep litter growing (2)

3491 85

Total 260,481 141,232

Piggeries abate greenhouse gases

Table 1: Summary of on-farm GHG emissions and abatement from 55 piggeries 
(24 percent of Australian production).

Trash pump upgrade
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WAPPA Pig Day Out
RESEARCH and devel-
opment underpinning 
modern pork production 
systems was highlighted 
at the 2015 Pig Day Out, 
co-hosted by the West 
Australian Pork Produc-
ers’ Association and De-
partment of Agriculture 
and Food, WA and held 
at Technology Park.

With demand for free 
range pork on the rise 
and about 20 percent of 
the state’s pig kill now 
sourced from free range 
enterprises, Dr Megan 
Trezona of DAFWA ad-
dressed the issue of the 
impact outdoor produc-
tion was having on prod-
uct quality.

Complementing her ad-
dress, which touched on 
feed and feed conversion 
ratios, DAFWA colleague 
and PhD candidate Ka-
ren Moore detailed her 
work on the dietary needs 
and feeding strategies 
for finisher pigs, before 
also presenting her Pork 
CRC supported research 
into the impact on body 
composition and eating 

quality after pigs have re-
ceived the second dose of 
Improvac.

Dr Cameron Jose of 
Murdoch University dis-
cussed how predicting 
ultimate muscle pH can 
help measure subsequent 
eating quality and Dr Jae 
Kim of DAFWA demon-
strated that feeding vita-
min E to finishers could 
help deliver a premium 
pork product. 

With the morning re-
search and development 
session concluded, WA 
Liberal Senator and for-
mer veterinarian Chris 
Back explained that his 
proposed private mem-
bers’ anti-trespass Bill, if 
and when passed, would 
make a positive contribu-
tion to animal welfare. 

James Battams and Ja-
nine Price, both of Aus-
tralian Pork Limited, told 
Pig Day Out attendees, in-
cluding many producers, 
that correctly registering 
pig movements and appro-
priately dealing with en-
vironmental applications, 
while sometimes burden-

some, were necessary 
efforts to address com-
munity and biosecurity 
concerns.

Ms Price’s environmen-
tal presentation was com-
plemented by one from 
consultant Ian Kruger, 
who explained how us-
ing the greenhouse gas 
calculator PigGas could 
help producers understand 
and manage their farm’s 
greenhouse gas emissions.

“Using the PigGas Cal-
culator to identify emission 
intensity levels, efficiencies 
in production and appropri-
ate waste management sys-
tems can only aid Austral-
ian pig farmers in becom-
ing more environmentally 
friendly and efficient,” Mr 
Kruger said.

Dr Trish Fleming of 
Murdoch University dis-
cussed her research at a 
Great Southern region 
outdoor piggery into the 
predatory impact of foxes, 
especially on piglets. 

She indicated that some 
sows seemed to be more 
protective of their litters 
than others.

The final presentation 
was an entertaining one 
from Portec Veterinary 
Services veterinarian Kim 
Nairn. 

Aside from discussing 
the unpleasant subject of 
abattoir condemnations, 
Dr Nairn was most up-
lifting when commend-
ing producers and their 
staff for the initiatives 
they showed in and 
around their piggeries, 
subsequently announc-
ing a substantial cash 
prize for the forthcoming 
‘Portec Producer Ingenu-
ity Awards’.

At the conclusion of the 
2015 Pig Day Out and 
while addressing a brief 
WAPPA general meeting, 
also held on the same day 
and at the same venue, 
WAPPA president Rich-
ard Evison commended 
WA’s producers on how 
well they collaborated 
with researchers and re-
search institutions.

“Producer adoption 
rate of innovative tech-
nologies, especially those 
that directly improve 

bottom lines, reflects the 
quality of the research 
that, in many cases, the 
producers are co-funding 
and this sustains WA’s in-
dustry,” Mr Evison said.

WA’s pork industry em-
ploys an estimated 1700 
full and part-time work-
ers and an estimated $50 
million has been invested 
in housing and produc-
tion systems during the 
past five years to meet 
new guidelines for sow 
housing and production 
efficiency. 

WAPPA’s new execu-
tive officer Jan Cooper 
encouraged members at 
the general meeting to en-
gage with her in shaping 
WAPPA’s direction.

The WAPPA executive 
committee comprises 
Graeme Dent of Cu-
balling, Dawson Bradford 
(vice president) of Po-
panyinning, Torben Soe-
rensen (treasurer) of GD 
Pork, Dean Romaniello of 
Craig Mostyn Group and 
Richard Evison (presi-
dent) of Westpork.

www.wappa.com.au 

WA Liberal Senator and former veterinarian Chris 
Back explained his proposed private members’ anti-
trespass Bill.

Speakers at WAPPA’s 2015 Pig Day Out at Technology Park, WA 
included Ian Kruger of Ian Kruger Consulting and Janine Price 
and James Battams, both of APL. WAPPA executive officer Jan 
Cooper joined them after what was a very successful day. 

Dean Romaniello and Amy Suckling, both of Crain Mostyn 
Group; Dr Kim Nairn of Portec Veterinary Services; and Dr 
Trish Fleming of Murdoch University enjoyed the Pig Day 
Out.

Pork CRC Honours graduate Yvonne Lau, Dr Trish Fleming a nd 
Dr Cameron Jose, all of Murdoch University, at the Pig Day Out.

Dawson Bradford, Hillcroft Farms, Popanyinning; Mario Zaza, 
D’Orsogna; and Dr Bruce Mullan, DAFWA caught up at 
WAPPA’s 2015 Pig Day Out.

Pork producers Sharon and Steve Martin of Wannamal and 
Pork CRC CEO Dr Roger Campbell shared a good laugh.

Samantha Sterndale and Karen Moore, both of DAFWA, sat 
with Pork CRC PhD candidate and veterinarian Diana Turpin at 
WAPPA’s Pig Day Out.

Boyup Brook pork producer Stuart Coole and his daughter 
Millie chatted with APL’s James Battams about registering pig 
movements.

Karen Moore and Dr Megan Trezona, both of DAFWA; WAPPA 
president Richard Evison of Westpork; Pork CRC CEO Dr 
Roger Campbell; Dr Jae Kim of DAFWA; and Dr Cameron Jose 
of Murdoch University.

Portec veterinarians Susan Dawson and Kim Nairn with indus-
try consultant Mike Donnelly.
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