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Committed to ensuring high
animal welfare standards
OVER the past decade,
we have seen a rise in
consumer awareness
and interest in global
agricultural supply
chains.

Crop damage caused by feral pigs. Photo: Central West Local Land Services

Cost of feral pigs to producers
FERAL pigs cause significant economic losses
to agricultural production and, while there are
many anecdotal reports
of individual impacts to
farmers, regional-scale
costs have not been well
documented.

In many instances, the
limited resources that are
available are preferentially
being applied to support
on-ground management
programs to control feral
pig populations, rather than
routine monitoring and
economic impact studies.
Such information would
be extremely useful to encourage local engagement
and participation by land
managers in coordinated
best-practice
management programs across different land tenures, and to
demonstrate the need for
ongoing feral pig management efforts to reduce the
economic impacts being
experienced.
In October 2021, a report
on the economic losses attributed to feral pigs in the
northwest region of NSW
– for the period of winter
2020 and summer 2020-21
– was released by North
West Local Land Services
as part of a three-year
study being conducted on
its behalf by consultancy
AgEconPlus.
A survey of land managers and agronomists was

by HEATHER CHANNON
National Feral Pig Management
Co-ordinator

used to collect information
across eleven agricultural
enterprises on average regional yields, estimated pig
damage, estimated hectares affected by feral pigs
within the region for each
enterprise and commodity
prices.
The enterprises included
in the analysis were barley,
canola, chickpeas, cotton
lint (irrigated), cotton lint
(dryland), faba beans, hay,
maize, sorghum for grain,
sheep for meat and wool,
and wheat.
Cattle enterprises were
not included due to the
complexity of estimating
the impacts of diseases
transmitted to cattle by
feral pigs.
The economic losses
across these enterprise
types for the 2020-21
winter and summer seasons
in northwest NSW alone
were estimated to be $47.2
million.

This study coincided
with favourable seasonal
conditions, with increases
in feral pig populations
occurring in the region
between winter 2020 and
summer 2020-21 – albeit
from a low population base
due to drought – as well as
higher commodity prices
and higher than average
yields.
Across the region,
wheat was found to have
the largest absolute agricultural losses during the
2020-21 season of $20.64
million, followed by cotton
lint (irrigated) $7.11 million, chickpeas $6.07 million, barley $5.87 million
and sorghum $3.99 million.
The relative size of the
regional commodity losses
reflected the areas planted
for each crop during the
study period.
Importantly, these cost
estimates did not include
losses from pigs accessing

feeders, reduced breeder
productivity from diseases
or reduced pasture availability, damage to infrastructure such as fences
and water troughs, or to
environmental assets.
These findings highlight
that the national estimate
of the damage caused by
feral pigs to agricultural
businesses, which was
determined in 2002 to be
$106.5 million, needs to be
updated.
Work to determine the
economic market impacts
and non-market environmental and social impacts caused by feral pigs
is currently underway by
the Australian Bureau of
Agricultural Resources
Economics and Sciences.
It is expected that this information will be available
in June 2023.
For further details, the
final report can be accessed via agecon.com.
au/economic-benefits-offeral-pig-control or directly
here.
The webinar hosted
by North West Local
Land Services is available at feralpigs.com.au/
resources/#webinars
Feel free to contact me
at heather.channon@feral
pigs.com.au or call 0423
056 045 to discuss your
feral pig management issues or any information
presented in this article.

Many
community
members are increasingly questioning animal-welfare practices
and requesting more
information to make
choices about their food.
This interest has been
partly driven by animalactivist groups influencing the global narrative on what ethical practices for rearing livestock
are.
This has led to many
animal husbandry practices being questioned
across international jurisdictions, affecting legislative reform.
These vocal and wellfunded advocates are determined to create longterm change at whatever
cost.
In addition, the growing
interest from Australia’s
banking institutions and
recent changes to lending
criteria for animal industries further indicates the
changing perception and
change in narrative toward animal welfare in
Australia.
In 2019, National Australia Bank was the first
of the big four banks to
develop animal-welfare
principles – that would
guide future lending decisions.
It was also the first
Australian bank to make
a statement on these animal-welfare principles,
advising that its lending
would be driven by the
latest
developments
in relevant legislation,
standards and regulations, and backed by science.
With the federal election in late May and the

Point of View
by MARGO ANDRAE CEO

establishment of another
animal-welfare
alliance, the policy spotlight
continues to remain on
livestock and intensive
farming industries, now
more than ever.
For the pork industry
specifically, over the past
two years there has been
a shift in welfare policy
around the use of farrowing crates.
This has also been
adopted in several other
countries, including New
Zealand, the United
Kingdom and other
countries within the European Union, as well as
California and Massachusetts in the US.
The Australian pork
industry remains committed to ensuring the
highest animal-welfare
standards are underpinned with the latest
science.
The industry invests
heavily in research to
support new technologies
and practices to improve
pig health and welfare.
We strongly believe
that a robust scientific
approach to welfare is
the basis for a sustainable industry, in terms of
delivering and exceeding
community expectations
and commercial realities.
We acknowledge that
as community sentiment
changes, we have the op-

HOG HEARTH HEAT MATS
AND CONTROLLERS
Get the right amount of heat to your pigs at the right time!
• Energy efficient electric heat pad
• Low maintenance easy installation
• Even and consistent heat with
automatic temperature-based control
• Medical grade plastic shell

portunity to reframe how
consumers and interest
groups view the Australian pork industry.
At Australian Pork
Limited, we see this as
an opportunity to shine
a light on our positive
animal-welfare practices
and provide our people
with the confidence,
training and support to
tell our industry’s story.
As I have previously
shared with you, APL
has partnered with The
Livestock Collective to
run a program that aims
to promote a deeper
connection and build on
the shared values of the
sector, while promoting
a united pork industry
that provides greater visibility, communication
and engagement with the
wider community.
It is our mission to facilitate an increased understanding of the sector
and its animal-welfare
practices, ensuring our
sector is sustainable, supported and celebrated.
With the assistance of
The Livestock Collective
and industry programs
such as Awards for Programs that Enhance
Learning, we will support our future leaders,
influencers and advocates of the Australian
pork industry.

Visit us at
PIX/AMC 2022

www.stockyardindustries.com
www.porknews.com.au

Turning waste into drinking water
Pork Industry
Calendar of Events
2022
MAY 15-17 – Pork Production, Poultry
Information Exchange and Australasian
Milling Conference (PIX/AMC) – Gold Coast
www.pixamc.com.au
JUN 21-24 – International Pig Veterinary
Society Congress – Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
https://ipvs2022.com/en
JUN 22 – Queensland Pig Consultancy Group
(QPCG) Industry Day ‘Building Resilience in
a Changing World’ – Toowoomba
AUG 3-5 – Queensland Agworkforce Summit
https://www.qff.org.au/events/queenslandagworkforce-summit-2022/
AUG 19-21 – Kingaroy Baconfest 2022
www.kingaroybaconfest.com.au

2023
NOV 13-16 – Australasian Pig Science
Association

(APSA)

Conference

www.apsa.asn.au

How to supply event details: Send all
details to Australian Pork Newspaper,
PO Box 162, Wynnum, Qld 4178, call 07
3286 1833 or email: ben@collins.media

porknews.com.au
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THE Australian pork
industry and researchers
from UNSW Canberra
have developed a sustainable cost-neutral device
to safely recycle on-farm
effluent and potentially
generate a source of pure
drinking water.

Now, the duo are looking
for private sector investment to scale the technology.
As the world’s most
consumed meat – and
the second most popular
protein in Australia – the
pork industry is big business.
More than 400,000
metric tonnes of pork are
produced across 2700 sites
in Australia each year,
contributing over $5.3 billion to the economy.
But as with any intensive
agriculture, pork production doesn’t come without
its by-products, and the
biggest in this industry is
effluent.
Australian Pork Limited
has invested significantly
into a range of projects
that investigate the effective management and
reuse of manure and effluent.
This is a key aspect of
meeting the industry’s
commitment to producing
environmentally sustainable pork.
APL climate friendly
farming program leader
Gemma Wyburn said,
“The pork industry is very
progressive and innovative in the environmental
and sustainability space.”
“We’ve always been
very keen to innovate and
try new things, and we’ve
been investing steadily in
the environmental space
for a long time now.
“Not only do we have
environmental pressures,
but we’ve also got social
pressures to make changes
and improvements.
“It’s no longer acceptable to do the same old
thing and get the same old
results – we must innovate and improve, particularly in climate-friendly
farming.
“It is an extension of our
desire to grow our pigs
in the best way we can
and make sure that we
are looking after the environment and people while
we’re doing it.”

Turning waste into
water
“APL has a bold ambition to be a leader in the
circular space and to have
zero waste on farm,” Ms
Wyburn said.
This includes looking at
more innovative ways of
dealing with liquid effluent
and manure, which is made
up of approximately 90
percent water.
The remaining 10 percent
can contain waste feed,
water used for cleaning
and cooling, spilt drinking
water, detergents and disinfectants, as well as traces of
veterinary chemicals.
“APL was interested in
looking at all aspects of environmental management,
and water recycling came
up in terms of exploring
an optional better use of
water,” Ms Wyburn said.
“We reviewed the technologies that were currently
available and none seemed
particularly suited to the
piggery environment and
the particular challenges
we had around having dirty
water and wanting to reuse
that.”
Since identifying that
priority, APL has invested
significant funding in research being conducted by
a team at UNSW Canberra,
led by Dr Adrian Garrido
Sanchis, a lecturer with the
School of Science.
How bubbles and biogas
can inactivate waterborne pathogens
The UNSW researchers
developed a device known
as a bubble column evaporator, which was designed
to produce sterilised water
by destroying the bacteria
and viruses in the effluent.
The BCE creates a continuous stream of hot fine
bubbles measuring between 1-3mm in diameter
at 150-200C, which rise up
through the solution being
treated.
The collision of the hot
rising bubbles with pathogens – such as viruses,
bacteria, protozoa and bluegreen algae – will inactivate them.
The sterilised water is
then safe to be re-used
in a variety of situations
across the farm, including
washing down sheds or watering fields.
The device has also
proven successful in desalinating water and has

the potential to create clean
drinking water as a secondary by-product of the
treatment process, by condensing the supersaturated
gases that leave the unit.
“Some of the experiments have shown that
you can use it to separate
out brackish water, which
might provide more options for water sources for
producers using bore water
– as that can often have too
high a mineral content to
work well with their equipment or has a taste that
means some animals won’t
drink it,” Ms Wyburn said.
Ms Wyburn said that
while the device was not
currently set up to generate
large enough quantities of
pure water to make it a
viable source of drinking
water for the pork industry, it has the potential
for someone to develop it
further.
Trials put runs on the
board for new agritech
Dr Adrian Garrido Sanchis said his team have
been working on this device for around six years
and have conducted in-lab
trials and a small field trial
at the UNSW Canberra
campus.
Plans for a larger scale
on-farm trial were quashed
as a result of COVID-19,
however the work to date
has already proven the
technology’s effectiveness
at this scale.
“We had the opportunity to work with APL in
order to move this technology from lab scale into
a prototype, and then into a
commercial prototype,” Dr
Sanchis said.
“The questions were, if
this idea works in the lab,
will it work in real-life, and
could we escalate this idea
or this lab technology into a
usable real technology?
“That was the motivation, and the results of the
trials demonstrated that it
was possible, but we still
need more investment to
fully achieve the final goal
that is to commercialise
the technology within the
sector.”
Additional
research
tested the use of electrically
heated air, solar heated air
and combustion gas from
gas engines to generate the
heat bubbles required by
the device.
Dr Sanchis said combus-

tion gas provides the most
efficient and effective
heating method and would
allow the device to run with
no operational costs once
implemented by piggeries
with biogas generators, as
they can utilise the combustion gas already being
produced onsite to deliver a
closed-loop solution.
Exploring all avenues for
commercial opportunities
UNSW and APL patented the combustion gas
technology and are now
looking for private sector
partners to take the device
to the next level with additional research, followed
by the development and
manufacture of a commercial scale unit, read
y
for sale.
While APL are keen to
see the initial focus remain
on bringing the device
to market for use by the
Australian pork industry,
both Ms Wyburn and Dr
Sanchis said the potential for this technology
has much wider possibilities both in Australia
and overseas.
Aside from other intensive agriculture production systems such as
dairy and horticulture,
the device offers potential value to be adapted
to sterilise water in other
environments,
which
produce large amounts
of combustion gases –
such as landfills, wastewater treatment plants,
biogas plants and coal
power plants.
Upscaling the pure
water production capacity in these settings
could also help to alleviate water security is-

sues in rural communities.
“Our end goal is to get
these devices available
for our pig producers and
other farmers at a reasonable cost,” Ms Wyburn said.
To ensure momentum
of this technology,
finding future-minded
investors is imperative.
“ We’r e
lo ok i ng
for someone who is
passionate about the industry and is willing to
progress it, noting that
there are applications beyond the pork industry
and options for it to be
developed further for
other sectors,” Ms Wyburn said.
“We are very open to
ways to take this forward
because we think it is
a new technology with
high potential.
“We don’t have the resources to push it any
further ourselves, so
we’re keen to work with
people who see the potential in it that we do.
“Australian pork producers have always been
responsive to technology
that reduces waste and
of course their cost of
production.
“We believe there’s a
real opportunity for the
industry as we move towards a future of zero
waste in Australian pig
farming.”
Learn more about this
investment opportunity
at growag.com/listings/
commercial-oppor tu
nity/wastewater-andef f luent-st er i l isat iontechnology.
Michelle
Meehan

Australian Pork Limited has invested significantly into
a range of projects that investigate the effective management and reuse of manure and effluent.
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P R E M I U M

PIG HOUSES

> Designed in France for Australia
> Quick and easy local construction
> Premium Construction materials
> Minimises feed consumption
> Maximises meat production
> Reduces energy consumption
> Easy cleaning and maintenance

C-LINES produce a premium range of buildings for pig
production. Designed in France to the highest standards,
they offer the best performance in biosecurity, environmental
control and animal welfare. With minimum energy
consumption and easy maintenance C-LINES are the place
to go for your next pig house.

To find out more contact Bruno Pimenta.
email: bruno.pimenta@agcocorp.com
tel: 0476 760 240
www.c-lines.com

www.porknews.com.au
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Five Freedoms

Five Domains

1. From hunger and thirst (by providing 1. Nutrition (Animals must have access
access to fresh water and a balanced to suitable quantities of a balanced diet
diet to maintain full health)
of a variety of nutritious foods and
water for optimal health)
2. From discomfort (by providing a safe 2. Environment (Animals must have safe,
environment, shelter and a comfortable ample space with suitable temperature,
resting place)
air flow, light and protection from noise
for optimal health)
3. From pain, injury and disease (through 3. Health (Animals must be treated for
prevention, rapid diagnosis and treat- disease, injury or functional impairment
ment)
to maintain an appropriate body condition and good fitness)
4. To express normal behaviour (by pro- 4. Behaviour (Animals must be provided
viding sufficient space, proper facilities with opportunities to engage in play,
and company of the animal’s own kind) explore, move, bond and interact with
others of their species, and have suitable space to retreat and sleep)
5. From fear and distress (by ensuring 5. Mental state (An animal’s overall
conditions and treatment which avoid welfare is directly affected by factors of
mental suffering)
nutrition, environment, health and behaviour, which all impact on the mental
health of animals)
Five Freedoms and Five Domains frameworks.

Delivering Specialist Agribusiness
Public Relations Skills that will
build your business, enhance
your brand, promote your
products and sell your services,
all backed by unsurpassed
professionalism, experience
and track record.

M
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Though these sows are group housed and therefore have some freedoms, they might not meet the Five
Domains model.

Five freedoms domain
of healthy debate
AFTER digesting a delectable animal welfare
piece in an April edition of Pig Progress by
Monique Pairis-Garcia,
veterinarian and associate professor at North
Carolina State University
in the US, I thought I’d
review the RSPCA’s view
on the Five Freedoms
Animal Welfare model
and how it’s standing up
to the increasingly observed Five Domains
model.

According
to
the
RSPCA ‘knowledge base’,
the latter approach allows
a distinction to be made
between the physical and
functional factors that affect an animal’s welfare,
and the overall mental
state of the animal arising

Animal Attendants
$60 – 65K per annum
CEFN Pty Ltd, one of the leading operations within the Australian
pork industry, is continuing to expand its operations with the
introduction of new world-class designed and built breeder
and finishing facilities located in the Yelarbon and Leyburn areas
of the Darling Downs in Queensland.
To assist us with this ongoing growth, we
are looking to recruit Animal Attendants
based at these sites.
As construction is well underway, we are
looking to commence staff as soon as
possible.
Both Australian residents and appropriate
visa holders will be considered for the
position.
This role will be completing animal husbandry duties – working directly with the
stock.
Though experience in a similar field is
preferred, it is not essential as an extensive
training program will be provided.

Applicants can expect a base wage of
$60-65,000 per annum by the end of probation, which includes regular overtime
and rostered weekend work. Salary will be
negotiated depending on skills and experience in accordance with our Collective
Agreement.
CEFN prides itself in being a preferred employer within the Australian pork industry.
We offer our staff an 11-day fortnightly
roster. We require staff that have a commitment to performance, are proactive,
honest, reliable and take responsibility for
their actions. CEFN is an equal opportunity
employer.

If you believe that this position may be for you, please submit your Resume and Cover
Letter via email to admin@cefn.com.au with ‘Animal Attendant’ as the subject.
Please note that only applicants required for an interview will be contacted after their
applications are received.
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Cant
Comment
by BRENDON CANT

from these factors.
Over the past 20 years,
this paradigm has been
widely adopted as a tool
for assessing the welfare
impacts of research procedures, pest animal control
methods and other interventions in animals’ lives.
The Five Freedoms and
Five Domains frameworks contain essentially
the same five elements.
However, the Five Domains explore the mental
state of an animal in more
detail and acknowledge
that for every physical aspect that is affected, there
may be an accompanying
emotion or subjective experience that may also affect welfare.
This is useful in terms
of reinforcing the message
that emotional needs are
as important as physical
needs for animals.
One of the most important strengths of the Five
Domains is the clarity it
provides that merely minimising or resolving negative physical or mental

states does not necessarily
result in positive welfare,
but may only provide, at
best, a neutral state.
To have good welfare,
animals need more than
this.
To help ensure animals
have a ‘life worth living’,
they must have the opportunity to have positive
experiences such as anticipation, satisfaction and
satiation.
To enable this, those responsible for the care of
animals need to provide
them with environments
that not only allow but
encourage animals to express behaviours that are
rewarding.
This shift in understanding is the basis for
the Five Domains model
incorporating positive
welfare states.
Thus, the Five Domains
provide a means of evaluating the welfare of an
individual or group of animals in a particular situation, with a strong focus
on mental well-being and

positive experiences.
The Five Domains also
allow thinking to be extended beyond the Five
Freedoms – to place even
greater emphasis on providing opportunities for
animals to be exposed to
or engage in activities that
provide positive experiences.
According to Assoc
Prof Pairis-Garcia, Tyson
Foods announced last
year that it would transition to the Five Domains
model and it appeared
that other food companies
were considering a similar
shift.
“We must wait to see
if the long-standing Five
Freedoms remains the
foundational piece in
which animal welfare
policy, legislation and
education rely on or if
a change to a new approach such as the Five
Domains is upon us,” she
concluded.
Tyson Foods Inc is an
American multinational
corporation based in
Springdale, Arkansas,
that operates in the food
industry.
The company is the
world’s second largest
processor and marketer
of chicken, beef and pork
after JBS SA.
Tyson Foods Australia
operates a food processing
facility in Coominya inQueensland, manufacturing beef products for
the Australian and export
markets.

Term ‘pork-barreling’
started as a joke
EVER
wondered
where the term ‘porkbarrelling’ came from?

Well, according to
broadcaster and wordsmith Kel Richards, apparently the term ‘porkbarrelling’ started as a
joke, though it was very
quickly taken up as a
way to describe what
politicians could do with
taxpayers’ money.

Mr Richards said an
American author named
Edward Everett Hale
wrote a short story published in 1863, in which
he portrayed a “backwards politician at a
little polling station with
a big barrel of salted
pork.”
He said the man gave
a piece of salted pork
to anyone who promised
him their vote.

“But it was a joke, it
was just a funny short
story,” Mr Richards said.
“Ten years later after
the American Civil War,
it was taken seriously
and newspapers started
using it as a serious metaphor for government
spending that was intended to buy the votes,
and it’s been used that
way since 1873.”
A little pork trivia.

www.porknews.com.au

Aerator upgrade for safer and better aeration
AJ Bush and Sons operates the largest rendering
facility in Australia, located within the state development area of Bromelton, Queensland.

Meat by-products are processed through six different
rendering process lines,
and the company received
a Climate Alliance Award
for site emissions reduction.
The issue
When the treatment la-

goon was not responding
to the installed surface
aerators, plant engineering
manager Byron Boyers
contacted Hydro Innovations for advice.
The solution
Hydro Innovations recommended using two of its
Gorman-Rupp Echo-Storm
Venturi aerators.
These are bank-mounted
aerators that use selfpriming pumps to ‘drive’
them.

was the beauty of the EchoStorm Venturi aeration
system.
He also said that due to
unimpeded access, installation was a “breeze.”
The results
Mr Boyers and his team
are extremely happy with
the outcome of the project.
“The visual colour of
the water and surrounding
odour has significantly improved within a week of
installation,” he said.

The pump required
to drive the units was a
Gorman-Rupp self-priming
T10 Super T Series pump.
This was the perfect solution for Mr Boyers because
he was able to re-purpose
an already existingGorman-Rupp pump.
The benefits of using the
solution
Mr Boyers said that one
of the first requirements
when selecting equipment
was ease of access – this

Gorman-Rupp’s EchoStorm Venturi aerators are
available in four sizes – 50,
75, 100 and 150mm – and
are very popular with companies and organisations
wanting to improve safety
and reduce maintenance
costs associated with running their aeration systems.
More information on
these systems can be obtained from Hydro Innovations at info@hydroinnova
tions.com.au


 
 

  

   
 
 







 

  







Two bank-mounted Gorman-Rupp Echo-Storm
Venturi aerators driven by a Gorman-Rupp self-priming T10 Super T Series pump.
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BEC Feed Solutions proudly represents
our international partners:
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AusScan Monthly Early Harvest Report for March 2022 scans

Excellent quality
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

■ Farrowing and weaner crates,
growers and baconer pens. ■ Feed
hopper with stainless steel trough.

■ Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap;
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.

Straight Farrowing Crate.

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST
Ph (02) 6644 6065
Mobile 0437 431 901 | Email sales@vereyken.com.au
2 Clark Rd, Junction Hill • PO Box 421, Grafton NSW 2460
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Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd
Victoria:
Freecall:

ABN 11 003 543 548

Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
Mobile: 0437 431 901

Ben Slots
1800 999 245

Phone: (03) 9462 4266
Mobile: 0418 388 842
www.porknews.com.au

CENTRAL

Make sure
you visit th
e
Apiam Stan
d at
PIX | AMC!

YOUR CENTRAL POINT
FOR EVERYTHING SWINE
Visit the ProSwine
Website

• LOCAL AND GLOBAL NEWSFEEDS
• ONLINE SHOP – FAST DELIVERY

APIAM VETERINARY CLIENTS
ADDITIONAL BENEFITS:
• APIAM SWINE SERVICES AND SUPPORT HUB
• ONLINE HEALTH AND PRODUCTION RESOURCES
• ACCESS TO FEATURE ARTICLES

PROSWINE.COM.AU

www.porknews.com.au

proswine@apiam.com.au

Australian Pork Newspaper, May 2022 – Page 7

Traceability and its importance
BUSINESSES are increasingly listening to
what their customers
want and are becoming
more transparent about
where and how their
products are farmed,
sourced and made.

For businesses to accurately promote the origins of these products,
they need to have the
systems in place to trace
them back to the source.
But how does traceability work, and why is
it really that important?
Traceability in food
production is the ability
to trace the ingredients
in a product through a
supply chain, all the way
back to the source.
When you pick up a
product at your local
supermarket or grocer,
chances are that the
product has been through
multiple steps in a supply
chain before ending up
in your basket.
Being able to trace
ingredients is not only
important for food safety
and quality assurance,
but it also allows businesses to make sure that
any public claims made
about their product are
true and accurate, and
that no substitution or

the RSPCA Approved
certification has indeed
come from the farms and
abattoirs that are regularly assessed against the
RSPCA’s animal welfare
standards.
To do this, annual assessments of each business in the supply chain
of RSPCA Approved
products are conducted
against our publicly
available Chain of Custody Standard.
Australians are driving
change for some of our
country’s most intensively farmed animals,
simply through their purchasing decisions.
When these consumers
pick up a product with
an animal welfare claim,
this needs to be verifiable to demonstrate how
that product is raising the
bar for farm animals.
By choosing a product
with a robust certification process and strict
traceability
requirements, such as RSPCA
Approved, conscious
consumers can support the companies and
farmers who are leading
the way in improving
welfare for millions of
farm animals every year.

product tampering is occurring.
Effective and wellmanaged systems focussed on ensuring
product traceability also
make it easier for businesses to rectify any issues if they occur.
What makes a good
traceability system
These systems should
be able to:
• Manage
large
amounts of product
data and information including the quantity of
product supplied and/or
received
• Trace products and
ingredients forwards
and backwards in their
supply chains
• Test the systems’ own
effectiveness through
mock recall exercises
• Use a mass balance
exercise to account for
the volume of materials
at all stages of production, to make sure that
no substitution or mixing
of products is occurring.
RSPCA Approved certification, more than
animal welfare
The RSPCA Approved
Farming Scheme works
hard to make sure that
any product that carries

Farmers buy big with
tax time approaching
A 4” Aussie GMP effluent pump going to work in a piggery in Victoria.

WITH the media focussing our attention on the
upcoming federal election, it’s easy to forget
that it won’t be long before we’ll be doing our
tax returns.

Some advice from
Aussie Pumps, an Australian manufacturer of
great products designed
for Australian conditions
and applications.
100 percent depreciation
Farmers and businesses

with a turnover of less than
$10 million get the benefit
of 100 percent write off on
assets worth individually
up to $150,000.
The benefits are enormous and Aussie Pumps
has come up with a series
of great ideas that will appeal to farmers.
Aussie Pumps has developed its range of selfpriming centrifugal pumps
and high-pressure water
blasters over the past 28

years with the end-user in
mind.
Aussie Pumps chief engineer John Hales said,
“When doing our design
work, we always talk to
users to get feedback for
what they think the product
should be like.”
“The engineering and design team always want to
know what the user thinks
because, after all, they have
had more on-the-job experience than we ever will.”

Live yeast for sows and piglets

Microscopic yeast,

macroscopic effects !

LEVUCELL SB improves sows’ digestive comfort and stimulates feed intake during
lactation, even under heat stress conditions. Sows fed LEVUCELL SB quickly
establish lactation and better use their body reserves, which, in turn, helps enhance
the growth and survival rate of litters at weaning.

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION

SPECIFIC FOR YOUR SUCCESS

T: (07) 5451 0125 | E: LAN-Aus@lallemand.com
www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com
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The results are products
that represent real advantages over both local and
imported competitors,
that are safer and more
economical to use, and
are therefore significantly
better value for money.
Aussie’s self-priming
revolution
Aussie Pumps range of
GMP electric-drive semitrash pumps start from 2”
and go up to big 8” models
handling 8300LPM.
Ideal
for
effluent
transfer, these heavy-duty
cast-iron pumps will selfprime from 6m vertical
lift.
A front-mounted cleanout port is built into the
pump’s body, mounted
below the suction port.
That simple feature
means the pump can
be cleared of debris or
blockage in a matter of
minutes without disconnecting suction or discharge pipework.
All Aussie GMP pumps
come with a unique 3-year
pump end warranty.
Clean-up Australia
The company has done
a huge amount to develop
what amounts to being
quite unique engine and
electric-drive pressure
cleaners.
Conceived, designed and
built in Australia at the
Aussie Pumps facility in
Sydney’s Norwest business district, the machines
offer features that are significantly upgraded when
compared to those imported from other countries.
The Scud’s unique design is its curved sculpted
frame – there are no
sharps and when fitted
with big 13” steel wheels
and flat-free tyres, the
machines are highly manoeuvrable.
The heart of the system
is a ‘Big Berty’ Bertolini pump gearbox drive
running at slow speed –
1450rpm.
Designed for a long and
trouble-free life.
The latest introduction
of the Scud is a high-flow
version, suitable for stall
washdown in piggeries.
For more information on Aussie Pumps
great range of products,
including the electric
motor-drive heavy-duty
trash pumps for effluent
handling and professional pressure cleaners,
contact your local Aussie
Pump dealer at aussie
pumps.com.au
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New recipes to ensure pork sits across whole menu
IT is an exciting time to
be in foodservice – with
state borders opening
and businesses starting
to return to a new
normal, we are seeing
a shift in menu creation
and changes to menu
price points.

Throughout 2021, we
have seen the share of
meals at the cheaper end
– $0-$10 and $10-$20 –
decline, while meals at the
higher end of $21 plus
have increased to an alltime high of 32 percent of
the market.
The average spend per
person on out-of-home
meals has increased to a
tracking high of $21.82
and the per person spend
on pork-based foodservice
meals has lifted to a high

Volume Foodservice
Channel Manager
by ESTHER VOLPE

of $31.28, sitting pork almost $10 higher than the
average price of an out-ofhome meal.
This evidence allowed us
to see that despite pork
being considered a value
protein, the cuts being
used on menu and where
these sat on the menu did

not necessarily reflect that.
When pork sits on menu,
we know that over 70 percent of the time, it sits on
the main menu – often
consisting of much-loved
ribs and pork belly.
As part of Australian
Pork Limited’s new look
Volume Foodservice pro-

Delicious recipes are available on the APL website, including Pork San Choy Bow.

gram, we are developing
a range of recipes that
ensures pork sits comfortably across the whole
menu, including bar
snacks, entrees, starters
and salads, and at a range
of venues including cafes.
These recipes have been
developed with chefs who
are considered leaders in
their industry, and who
understand and love pork.
They know that there is
no other protein that holds
flavour as pork does, is
as versatile and provides
value to their bottom line.
When APL developed
the autumn winter collection, we ensured a
range of cooking styles
were covered – including
crumbed meat with a Pork
Katsu Sandwich and a
Schnitzel Holstein, a Pork
Vindaloo Curry, a ciderbraised Pork Shoulder and
a warm Honey Turmeric
Pork Salad, to name a few.
We have also included
burgers in our recipe development, as we know
burgers account for one
in six foodservice meals
sold – which is a big piece
of the market.
These new look recipes
are distributed through
trade press, giving venues
another reason to get some
pork on their menu.
If you happen to sell your
pork directly to foodservice or foodservice wholesalers, please reach out, we
are keen to provide our
resources for you to share
through your networks.
For any further information, contact Esther Volpe
at APL on esther.volpe@
australianpork.com.au

Boost for biosecurity
THE Morrison-Joyce
Government has invested $61.6 million
to consolidate and improve biosecurity across
northern Australia as
part of the plan for a
stronger future.

Minister for Agriculture and Northern Australia David Littleproud
said the government
would deliver critical
enhancements to protect
our north from increasing
biosecurity risks.

“Northern Australia is
on the biosecurity frontline due to its proximity
to near neighbours where
significant animal and
plant diseases are present, and prevailing wind
and sea currents,” Minister Littleproud said.
“It’s vital that our biosecurity system continually evolves to meet those
challenges so that we can
protect human, animal,
aquatic and plant health
across the nation.”

The federal government will be targeting
improved diagnostics,
industry
resilience
and implementation of
emerging surveillance
technologies.
“Protecting our biosecurity status will
maintain our strong
market access position
and support sustainable, resilient and more
profitable agricultural
industries,” Minister Littleproud said.
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JEV a significant concern
to Aussie pork producers

THE Department of
Agriculture, Water
and the Environment
is reminding producers to remain vigilant as more than 60
piggeries across four
states battle Japanese
encephalitis
virus
outbreaks.

The virus remains of
“significant concern”,
and state and federal
biosecurity authorities
have warned pig and
horse owners that the
zoonotic disease still
poses risks to humans
and animals.
To date this year,
three people have
died from the virus
and there are more
than 60 piggeries
with infected herds
across NSW, Victoria,
Queensland and South
Australia.
Within pig herds,
abortions, stillbirths
and infertility in adults
are all consequences
of JEV, while swelling
on the brain remains
the most prominent
among horses.
To date, there have

been no official reports of the disease in
horses.
Australia’s
chief
veterinary officer Dr
Mark Schipp said that
while government is
working towards vanquishing the danger,
producers will need to
continue to put precautionary methods into
practice.
“The best course of
action is to try to avoid
mosquito bites to yourself and your animals,”
Dr Schipp said.
“Part of that means
reducing mosquito infestations.”
The Department of
Agriculture, Water and
the Environment, in
conjunction with key
industry heads, continue to provide producers with updated
information regarding
JEV.
Those working with
pigs, including those
who may have a small
herd or pet, have been
advised to take steps
that control mosquitoes while continuing

to implement effective
biosecurity measures.
It is also recommended that those in
care of horses put a
hooded rug and a fly
mask on their animals
to reduce their exposure to mosquitos.
Severe cases of encephalitis – which
means swelling on the
brain – can be fatal to
horses, and symptoms
of infection include
elevated temperature,
jaundice, lethargy, anorexia, incoordination,
difficulty swallowing,
impaired vision, and
lethargy.
In pigs, unexplained
abortions or stillbirths
remain the tell-tale
sign of a potential outbreak.
Japanese encephalitis
virus is a nationally notifiable disease, which
means if an animal is
showing suspect signs
of the disease, it must
be reported to a veterinarian or the national
Emergency Animal
Disease Watch Hotline
on 1800 675 888.

Brothers Wesley and Joesley Batista are each worth billions. Photo: Paulo Whitaker, Adriano Machado

Brazilian butchers’ ambitious and
aggressive growth in Australia
UNDER intense media
scrutiny is global meat
supplier JBS SA.

JBS Foods Australia is
the biggest meat processor
in the country, operating
three of its four major
pork abattoirs.
And while many con-

Grower Farm Manager
$100K per annum
CEFN Pty Ltd is a family-owned farming enterprise proudly
celebrating their eighty-second year in the pork industry in Australia.
CEFN has grown to an operation consisting of over 8000 sows and progeny situated across five sites in the Clifton/Leyburn area and one in the Yelarbon area on the
Darling Downs in southeast Queensland.
Our facilities utilise some of the most up-to-date technology and building design,
providing optimal conditions for producing market-leading animals.
CEFN is currently seeking an experienced
Farm Manager to join our team and manage
our Grower facilities.
This is an important position within the
CEFN organisation and as such a salary of
$100,000 per annum is on offer.
The requirements of this role include
but will not be limited to:
• Demonstrating high-level understanding
of animal management techniques
• Coordination and overall management of
the daily operations of a large weaner to
finisher farm
• Having a ‘hands on’ approach
• Showing commitment to maintaining
welfare, biosecurity, training and quality
assurance programs
• Communicating with senior management
and consultant veterinarians
• Providing leadership for staff and
managing their duties and rosters
• Achieving set production targets

• Attending and being proactively involved
in management meetings
• Being physically fit and proactive to
perform all aspects of the role.
• We consider our staff to be a vital part
of our operation and we strive to assist
them in achieving their own personal
goals as well as those of CEFN.
• This position would suit a highly
motivated and experienced individual
who would achieve great satisfaction
from becoming an integral member
of a family owned and operated rural
business.
• Situated within 65kms of Toowoomba
and Warwick, the locations of our farms
enables good work/life balance. Both
of these provincial towns offer a high
standard of educational, recreational
and shopping options. Brisbane is
approximately 160kms to the east and
both the Sunshine and Gold coasts are
within reasonable distance for some
vacation time.

• Herd recording and analysis of
production results
• Monthly reporting on all aspects of
the farm
If you believe this position may be for you, please submit a Cover Letter – outlining why you
believe you would be a strong candidate for this role – and your Resume via email to
admin@cefn.com.au with ‘Farm Manager’ as the subject, or contact 07 4697 3344 between
9am and 4pm weekdays to inquire further about the role.
Please note that only applicants who progress to the interview stage will be contacted.
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sumers are not familiar
with the company name
JBS, they may have heard
of or purchased products
from some of the brands
that sit under the JBS
banner, which are listed on
the company website under
JBS Foods Australia:
• Aberdeen Black
• Acres
Organic
Grassfed Beef
• AMH
• Andrews Meat Industries
• AussieBeef
• Beef City Black
• Beef City Platinum
• Byron Bay Berkshire
Pork
• Creative Food Solutions
• DR Johnston
• Friboi
• Grainge
Grainfed
Angus Beef
• Great Southern Pinnacle
• Hans
• Hereford Boss
• Huon Aquaculture
• JBS Carriers
• King Island Beef
• Knox International
• Little Joe
• Primo Foods
• Pure Prime
• Queenslander Beef
• Red Gum Creek
• Right to Roam
• Rivalea Australia
• Riverina Black Angus
• Royal
• Scott
• Seven Point Australian
Pork
• Shiro Kin Wagyu
• Spring Crossing Cattle
Co
• Swift Australia
• Tajima Wagyu
• Tatiara Lamb
• Tender Valley Angus
Beef
• The Bachelor
• Thousand
Guineas
Shorthorn Beef
• Three Islands Tasmania
• W Black
• Yardstick Beef
Consumers are more often
than not eating JBS products if enjoying McDonald’s burgers, meat from
Coles, Woolworths and
Aldi, Huon salmon and
Primo ham.
The company has a great
deal of fingers in many
Australian beef, pork,
ham and salmon pies.
The media scrutiny
brings into question the
relative freedom with
which JBS has acquired

businesses in Australia –
given the shady history of
the company’s operations,
its founders and how it
sourced financial backing
for its ventures.
In 2017, JBS was investigated by Brazilian federal
prosecutors.
It was found that the
global expansion of the
company was made
possible only from the
bribing of 1800 government officials, paying
them $A212.26 million,
and kickbacks to the then
Brazilian finance minister
for assistance in obtaining
$A2.83 billion in equity
financing from the Brazilian National Development Bank and its affiliate.
The BNDES is Brazil’s
public bank.
To avoid bankrupting the
company, founders, major
shareholders and brothers
Joesley and Wesley Batista made a plea deal…
after selling a substantial
number of their shares.
In exchange for immunity for the brothers, the
company paid a $A4.53
billion penalty.
However, the brothers
were charged with insider trading and ended
up spending six months
in prison and unable to
manage the company for
a two-year period, though
they are still the majority
shareholders.
The ABC program Four
Corners has confirmed
that the first two takeovers by JBS in Australia
were fuelled by corruption and bribery in Brazil.
This does not inspire
confidence from pork producers.
As the major abattoir
operator, JBS defines the
terms of slaughter for
many producers in Australia – when the slaughter
will take place, which animals, how many and what
it will pay for the animal.
One producer has said:
“It matters when corruption finances anything…
but do we have a choice?”
Those who grow to grass
fed and free range methodologies are especially
challenged when forced to
work with a corrupt company, it’s the opposite of
what they’re about.
From its altruistic beginnings with the slogan ‘We

want to feed the world’,
the global expansion of
JBS has been in direct
contradiction to the humanitarian statement,
having been fuelled by
greed, corruption and blatant exploitation.
Have the Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission and
Foreign Investment Review Board let Australia
down by permitting the
rapid expansion of the
food production powerhouse with a questionable
track record?
In September 2021,
Victorian Country Hour
asked Federal Agriculture Minister David Littleproud, “Do you worry
about the food system in
Australia if a company of
that kind dominates Australian food so much and
then ultimately fails?”
“Well, that’s obviously
what will be taken into
account by the ACCC, the
Treasurer and the FIRB,”
Minister Littleproud said.
“We’ve also got to understand that this company also employs a lot of
Australians.
“So, obviously we’ve got
to get the balance right.”
Brazilian federal prosecutor Ivan Marx unravelled the money trail, confirming that dirty money
was funnelled into international acquisitions.
Authorities in Brazil
are supportive of further
investigations into JBS
acquisitions in the Australian market and a collaborative review between
the US and Australia is
recommended by US officials.
The most recent Australian acquisition by JBS
was Huon Aquaculture for
$425 million, Australia’s
second largest producer of
farmed salmon.
Currently, JBS produce 13 million chickens,
100,000 pigs and 70,000
cattle daily.
It employs 14,000 Australians, has 50 sites and
an annual revenue of
$A91.98 billion, and the
JBS Australian operations
are overseen by Wesley
Batista’s son, Wesley Jnr.

www.porknews.com.au

Are staff shortages
causing issues?
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Be ready for winter with LB white heaters!

• Reliability with constant dependable heat
• Available in 250k BTU and 100k BTU
• AGA Standards
• Durability and serviceability
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Summit addresses agriculture workforce challenges
QUEENSLAND
Farmers’ Federation recently announced the
Queensland Agworkforce
Summit to be held virtually from Wednesday to
Friday August 3-5, 2022.

The summit aims to bring
together Queensland agribusinesses to discuss workforce issues and strategies
to ensure they have a sustainable workforce over the
next five years.
QFF’s chief executive
officer Jo Sheppard said,
“Queensland
Farmers’
Federation and the Rural
Jobs and Skills Alliance are
delighted to partner with
Jobs Queensland and the
Queensland Department of
Agriculture and Fisheries to
deliver this summit, which
is a first for the agriculture
sector.”
“The future growth of
the Queensland agriculture
sector and the ability to
seize new market opportunities are dependent on a

highly trained and skilled
workforce.”
“Given the importance of
this summit, we want to
make sure our sector has
the opportunity to get involved and have the dates
firmly locked in the diary.
“Registrations for the
summit open on May 3.”
Jobs Queensland’s Anticipating Future Skills
suggests an additional 8788
people will be needed to
support agriculture, forestry
and fishing in Queensland
by 2025.
Minister for Training
and Skills Development Di
Farmer recently announced
the new VET Emerging Industries initiative, as part
of the $200 million Future
Skills Fund, designed to ensure the state has the skilled
workers it needs.
“The VET Emerging
Industries initiative will
develop flexible industry
strategies to grow the state’s
agribusiness, energy, manu-

facturing, and screen and
digital sectors,” Minister
Farmer said.
“Agribusiness is key to
our plans for workforce
development and economic
recovery.
“The QFF already provides valuable input on
training and workforce development through our Industry Skills Advisors and
the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries manage
our Agribusiness Gateway
to Industry Schools program as well.
“We’re investing in
training and skills and
aligning our priorities
through our Queensland
Agriculture and Food
Research, Development
and Extension 10-Year
Roadmap and Action Plan,
and recently announced
a further $5 million Agribusiness Strategy – consisting of an Agriculture
Skills Fund, a TAFE
Agricultural, Rural and Re-

gional Strategy, and a Beef
Processing Skills Fund.
“So, we look forward to
discussing our current activities, future plans and
emerging needs with a
range of stakeholders at the
summit.”
The Queensland Agworkforce Summit is designed
specifically for the challenges of modern agribusiness, focussing on the key
issues facing the sector concerning attracting, retaining
and skilling the agriculture
workforce, and will also
focus on adaptability.
“The impact of the pandemic these past couple
of years – particularly on
our workforce – has highlighted a couple of areas
where the sector is vulnerable,” Ms Sheppard said.
“Workforce was one and
housing availability in rural
and regional Queensland to
support this workforce was
another.”
To attract as many partici-

Distributed by

Delivering superior
performance in all situations
The Seclira range is powered by the unique active
ingredient dinotefuran poviding rapid knockdown of
target pests
Seclira WSG is broad spectrum insecticide providing
a unique mode of action for fly and mosquito control
for external agricultural buildings
Seclira Pressurised Fly Bait’s convenient and easy
to apply formulation is suitable for use in animal
housing facilities

For more information on
the Seclira range, visit
crop-solutions.basf.com.au
or contact your local CCD
Representative on 1300 791 009

@basfpestcontrolau
ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS.
© Copyright BASF 2019 ® Registered trademark of BASF. W239831 12.2019
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pants as possible, the entire
program will be held online over three days, with
a range of topics discussed
and plenty of opportunities
to network and contribute
to the discussions.
The summit will also feature a presentation about
the five-year workforce
plan for the state’s agriculture sector, including the
consultation process and
results.
The plan will respond to
the major issues experienced by the industry while
anticipating future workforce demand.
Participants at the summit
will be asked for input to
guide implementation of
the plan.
The Queensland Agworkforce Summit 2022 will be
held on August 3-5, 2022
and registrations open on
May 3.
For more information,
visit qldagworkforce.org.
au

Controlling
mosquitoes
MANAGEMENT of
mosquitoes is required
because they bite and
transmit viruses that
cause diseases.

A fact sheet has been
prepared for pig producers to assist in the
control of mosquitoes
in piggeries.
It was developed in
March 2022 by the
Japanese encephalitis
vector
management
group – consisting of
agriculture and health
agencies, and the pork
industry.
Quick facts
• Adult mosquitoes
lay eggs on or around
fresh, waste or stagnant standing water in
natural or constructed
places including ponds,
dams, rainwater or
septic tanks, scrap metal
piles, old drums, farm
equipment, roof gutters,
buckets, troughs, puddles, creeks, ditches and
marshy areas
• Only the adult female bites people and
animals, as she requires
blood to produce eggs
• A single female
mosquito can lay hundreds of eggs
• When they hatch,
larval
mosquitoes,
known as wrigglers,
live in the water and
can complete their development and emerge
as adults within 7-10
days
• Adult mosquitoes
prefer sheltered, cool,
and dark places to rest,
and tend to be on the
underside of objects or
plant foliage to avoid
getting wet
• Adult mosquitoes
generally don’t live
longer than 3 weeks but
will bite and blood feed
every 3-4 days
• During their life
adult mosquitoes may
travel up to 5km from
where they hatched
• Adult mosquitoes
are most active at
dawn, dusk and into the
evening but can also be
active during day.
Protect yourself
• Wear a loose-fitting,
long-sleeved shirt with
long pants, and covered
shoes
• Use repellents that
contain diethyltoluamide (DEET), picaridin, or oil of lemon
eucalyptus
• Apply insect repellent to all exposed skin
during your workday
• Read the repellent
label for reapplication
times and re-apply accordingly
• A range of repellents
and insect sprays are
also available.
Control mosquitoes
• Mosquito management that relies on only
controlling adults is not
effective
• Integrated mosquito
management that targets all stages of the
mosquito life cycle
using a combination
of non-chemical and
chemical methods is
most effective
• Monitor mosquito
numbers daily – visu-

ally inspect water
bodies and water-filled
containers for wrigglers, and facilities for
resting adult mosquitoes – ceilings, walls
– and if mosquitoes
remain abundant, consider additional mosquito control.
Non-chemical control
Reduce
mosquito
breeding on your property by:
• Removing anything
in the open that is filled
with water or has the
potential to hold water
• Filling potholes or
other areas around the
piggery that collect
water
• Ensuring gutters,
downpipes, and drains
around buildings are
free of debris that creates pooling water, and
trimming overhanging
branches
• Ensuring
effluent drainage is free
flowing, flushed regularly and does not pool
• Ensuring all tanks,
wells or other large
water containers are
sealed, or screened with
1mm mesh
• Reducing vegetation
around the piggery will
minimise areas where
adult mosquitoes can rest
• Ensure all windows
and doors are covered
by
well-maintained
mosquito proof screens.
Chemical control
• Chemical residues
in pork are a trade and
food quality risk
• Do not apply chemicals that are not registered for use on pigs to
pigs, pig feed, surfaces
pigs may contact, or in
a way that might result
in chemical drifting
onto pigs
• Only use chemicals approved for use
against mosquitoes and
strictly follow the directions for use on the
label
• Chemical use for
mosquito control should
be conducted by people
authorised to use chemicals in accordance with
state/territory training
and licensing requirements, preferably use
a licensed pest control
operator.
• Seek professional
advice if you are unsure about how to use a
chemical
• Chemical control
can be applied to water
sources, the outside of
sheds and buildings, effluent ponds, staff facilities and pigs
• Restrict chemical
use to areas required to
be treated
• Keep records of all
pest control activities
• Be aware that misuse
of chemicals can create
environmental risks
to bees, wildlife and
aquatic life.
The fact sheet can
be found at farmbios
ecurity.com.au/wp-con
tent/uploads/2022/03/
Japanese-EncephalitisMaterial_Publication_
MosquitoManagement
ForPiggeries_final.pdf
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Pulled pork sliders
a winning dinner
THE ‘Get some pork
on your fork’ campaign
is continuing its focus
on communicating easy
mid-week dinner winners to our target audience of time-poor families with children, and
the new TV commercial
‘Sliders’ airs on May 1.

This new commercial
shows an everyday family
creating
pulled-pork
sliders at home and gives
viewers the steps and
lists the easy ingredients
needed to create the dish
while showing tantalising
pulled pork that is perfect
for the upcoming cooler
months.
The campaign will be
airing in capital cities
across Australia on freeto-air TV and radio, as
well as nationally on pay

Marketing Matters
by ASHLEIGH DYSON

TV, catch-up TV and YouTube.
The campaign focusses
on being on-air during
peak moments of family
togetherness, including
morning and afternoon
drive times on radio and
peak viewing periods on
free-to-air television.
The campaign will also

feature national commercials on Spotify through
targeted family friendly
playlists and on radiosteaming services.
The Australian Pork
Limited category team
has received great support from various retailers that have aligned
marketing activity to this

Home-made pulled-pork sliders are perfect winter meals.

www.porknews.com.au

campaign to ensure we
reach consumers all the
way through to point of
purchase.
During May and June,
activity with Coles supermarkets will see an advertorial placement in Coles
Magazine, as well as instore sampling of pulledpork sliders in 178 stores
across Australia.
During this time, the
FightMND
campaign
– which is supported by
Coles, Coles Aussie pig
farmers and APL – will
also be running, and a
portion of pork sales will
be donated to Motor Neurone Disease research.
Butcher stores across
Australia will also be
promoting pulled pork
with point-of-sale kits
containing recipe books,
posters, and stickers.
Further activity will
take place with IGA in
the form of free recipe
booklets emailed to their
80,000 plus database
and with Woolworths via
Fresh Ideas magazine advertorial placements and
in-store stickers.
To view the new pulledpork sliders advertising,
check out Australian pork
on Facebook and our new
dinner winning pulledpork recipes at pork.com.
au
Ashleigh Dyson
APL Brand Marketing
Manager

The new ‘Get some pork on your fork’ commercial gives viewers the steps and lists
the easy ingredients needed to create tantalising pulled pork sliders.
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Blood zinc concentration and
growth improvement correlation
WELCOME to the
second Animine series
of articles – part of a
scientific literature review on the effects of
pharmacological dosage
of zinc oxide in weaned
piglets’ diets.
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As per last month’s article, medicated ZnO will
be totally banned from
June 2022 in the European
Union, and a growing
number of countries are
following this lead.
As
pharmacological
dosage of ZnO is well
known for its effect on
diarrhea reduction and
improved weight gain
of weaned piglets, after
decades of use, there still
no conse pervised by
Animine, a French independent supplier of potentiated zinc.
The scientific program
is ambitious and involves
several renowned universities addressing the suppression of pharmacological ZnO, while studying
the proper supplementation of the potentiated
zinc source – HiZox.
Relationship between
blood zinc concentration and piglet growth
performance
Out of 151 publications
on pharmacological use of
ZnO in weaned piglets, 19
papers were selected for
the purpose of this review.
Filtering criteria were
daily weight gain, blood
zinc concentration at the
end of 2-6 weeks studies
– with focus on 2-3 weeks
when possible – and ZnO
supplementation levels at
2-3000mg Zn/kg com-

plete diet.
In the first days after the
suckling period, stress of
the weaning creates anorexia in piglets.
As a direct consequence
of the reduced feed intake,
the supply of nutrients becomes very limited for the
animal.
This is when the risk
of transitory sub-clinical
zinc deficiency appears.
This one can be compensated by very high dietary Zn concentrations to
overcome low zinc intake.
This represents one of
the potential modes of action of pharmacological
ZnO that corrects suboptimal blood zinc levels.
Growth improvement is
generally observed with
the repletion of the Zn
circulating pool.
Once minimum daily
ingestion of zinc is
achieved, blood Zn concentration is tightly regulated and is stabilised by
homoeostatic equilibrium.
When blood Zn level is
at the plateau, the effect
of ZnO supplementation
on body weight gain is
less clear but it is still
observed.
Pharmacological dosage
of zinc oxide may restore
Zn status of the weaned
piglet, in combination
with some non-nutritional
functional effects such as
a local action of ZnO in
the intestine through a microbiota modulation.
Given the fact that
standard zinc oxide
sources are generally not
bioavailable for animals,
it could explain why this

positive zootechnical outcome occurs with high
ZnO supplementations.
A potentiated zinc
source at piglets rescue
HiZox is a potentiated
zinc source for piglets
manufactured in Europe.
It is known to achieve
ZnO pharmacological replacement with a ratio of
1:5 in pre-starter and 1:10
in starter feeds, providing
new alternative for ZnO
ban.
HiZox shares common
points with pharmacological zinc oxide.
Indeed, being a very bioavailable source of zinc,
its supplementation can
restore piglets’ zinc blood
concentration and compensate the risk of transitory deficiency during the
critical phase of weaning,
even when used at low and
nutritional dosage – from
300 to 500g/t of feed.
Additionally, this nutritional additive presents a
particular chemical and
physical structure, obtained with a unique patented process, and that
provides a powerful antibacterial effect at low
dosage to control pathogenic diarrhoea.
This nutritional solution
used for 10 years in Europe and Asia has demonstrated its efficacy in a
large variety of situations.
If you have any further
queries, contact David Cadogan on 0409 049 793
or david.cadogan@feed
works.com.au or Stuart
Wilkinson on 0414 487
882 or stuart.wilkinson@
feedworks.com.au

Correlation between blood zinc concentration and growth improvement

NFF welcomes farm safety
commitment from coalition
Perfect distribution of
pellets and mash.
Durable construction to
suit weaners and growers
up to 130 kg

DID YOU KNOW?
SKIOLD VMS offer an ever growing inventory of
piggery penning, feeders , dispensers, feedlines,
and much more! We are more than happy to assist
with your upcoming project: design, consultation and
problem solving – we’re here to help!
CALL TOBY FOR A QUOTE:

Mobile: 0448 865 525
Email: toby@vacmillsolutions.com.au
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Watch the Maximat
feeders installation here:

Tel: 07 55 477 588
www.vacmillsolutions.com.au
www.skiold.com

THE National Farmers’
Federation welcomes
the coalition’s commitment of $10 million to
improve farm safety
outcomes, if elected,
which the NFF anticipates will include an
allocation to continue
the life-saving work of
Farmsafe Australia.

NFF chief executive officer Tony Mahar said,
“Our people are agriculture’s most important
asset.”
“Part of the plan for
agriculture to be a $100
billion industry by 2030
includes a target for zero
farm fatalities by the
same year.”
Farmsafe Australia, of
which NFF is the secretariat, has been leading
transformational work
to achieve better farm
safety outcomes.

“Farmsafe’s most recent work was made
possible by a $1.9 million federal government grant in 2019,” Mr
Mahar said.
“Since then, there has
been a 21 percent decrease in farm accident
fatalities.
“The coalition’s commitment could supercharge Farmsafe’s capacity to improve farm
safety awareness and
culture change across
the agriculture, fisheries
and forestry sectors.
“We also welcome the
coalition’s funding commitment for new activities to continue the implementation of the National Farm Safety Education Fund Strategy.”
Farmsafe’s
Safer
Farms 2020 report revealed agriculture was

ranked as the second
most dangerous industry
to work in by rate of fatalities, with those over
the age of 50 most at
risk from farm-related
injuries or death.
The coalition’s pledge
delivers on NFF’s Time
to Thrive election platform to provide additional funding to implement the National Farm
Safety Education Fund
Strategy and to support
the work of Farmsafe
Australia.
“We call on Labor to
demonstrate a similar
commitment to the
safety and wellbeing of
our farmers and farm
workers,” Mr Mahar
said.
Sign up to receive
NFF’s policy voting
guide at timetothrive.
com.au

www.porknews.com.au

GUT HEALTH
PLATFORM

YOU SEE OUTSIDE

WE SEE IN
You wouldn’t neglect your gut;
why neglect theirs?
Guaranteeing your herd the right start
in life is crucial to achieving maximum
profitability. Our range of nutritional
solutions ensures the desired gut
health environment for your animals,
optimizing feed conversion ratios.
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Labor’s tricky words
break farmers’ hearts
LABOR has broken the
hearts of farmers and
rural and regional communities battling workforce shortages – recently
confirming it will not
continue with the Ag
Visa, despite tricky words
to the contrary.

Apiam Animal Health will manage the laboratory with assistance from La Trobe University. Photo: World
Animal Protection

JEV vaccine out of Bendigo
WITH an animal vaccine laboratory on the
cards for construction in
Bendigo, Japanese encephalitis virus could be
one of many vaccines to
be developed on the site.

A new vaccine against
JEV is being developed in
Victoria to protect Australia’s pig population,
and the stage government
is providing $700,000 towards the project.

JEV, a mosquitoborne virus, has spread
through Queensland,
NSW, Victoria and
South Australia recently,
with 73 piggeries having
confirmed cases.
As a result of a rare
side-effect, JEV has
killed three humans in
Australia from inflammation of the brain.
Apiam Animal Health
will manage the labora-

Apiam Animal Health managing director Chris
Richards.

tory with the assistance
of La Trobe University.
AAH managing director Chris Richards
said the university would
assist in develop custom
vaccines to combat the
threat of animal diseases spreading across
the country.
“There are currently no
autogenous viral vaccine
facilities in Australia,”
Dr Richards said.
“Our farming competitors in the US and
Europe have access to
custom vaccines for
when there are outbreaks on farms.
“We’ll be able to take
the virus directly from
the farm, and then we
make a vaccine specifically for that farm.”
Designed to combat
a range of diseases affecting livestock, autogenous vaccines play
an important role in reducing the widespread
use of preventative medications in stockfeed.
“We’ve seen an increase in some emerging
viruses that have come

into our livestock industry over the past four
or five years,” Dr Richards said.
“This vaccine facility
will be able to produce
vaccines in rapid time
for our farmers to be able
to protect their livestock
against these viruses.
This will be the first
dedicated autogenous
viral vaccine facility
built in Australia.
However, it is not only
farmers and their livestock that will benefit.
“Viruses can find
their way into various
animals and, in the case
of JEV and Ross River
fever, they can find their
way into humans,’ Dr
Richards said.
“We’re hoping that we
could get a JEV vaccine
for pigs in the next 12
months, and the entire
facility will be completed in 2025.”
The new laboratory
will also increase the
export of vaccines for
the international market
and is expected to create
40 full-time jobs.

NFF chief executive officer Tony Mahar said,
“Unfortunately, Labor has
confirmed its intention to
do away with the farmerdeveloped Ag Visa.”
“The NFF and our members advocated for an Ag
Visa for more than five
years.
“The Australian Labor
Party had a chance to
demonstrate it had listened
to farmers and was committed to a bright future for
agriculture by backing the
Ag Visa.
“Instead, Labor has
turned its back on a chance
to be part of a solution
for the sector’s workforce
crisis.”
In tricky spin, Labor will
keep the Ag Visa in name
only, with the visa to be
limited to workers from Pacific nations.
“Pacific workers are
highly valued by Australian farmers and are already well catered for by
the short-term Seasonal
Worker Program and the
longer-term Pacific Australia Labor Mobility

countries further afield
than the Pacific.
“The lived experience of
farmers across agriculture
shows the Pacific Australia
Labour Mobility schemes,
as effective as they are,
do not adequately address
farmer’s workforce requirements,” Mr Mahar said.
“We need a visa that casts
the net further.”
NFF supported the government’s focus on coutries
within the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
and continues to encourage
the expansion of the program to countries further
afield to access the number
of workers and diversity of
skills needed.
“NFF also continues to
support initiatives to increase Australia’s domestic
farm workforce, for example via leading the government’s AgCareerStart
Program,” Mr Mahar said.
“Farmers would always
prefer to employ Australians but the reality is, for
the foreseeable future, agriculture will rely on a combination of domestic and
international workers.
“Labor’s non-Ag-Visa position unfortunately demonstrates a deaf ear when
it comes to supporting
farmers to access the workforce they need.”

Australian agriculture will rely on a combination of domestic and international
workers. Photo: LMAP, Cardno

Swine Brand Manager, ANZ
• Innovative future-based Swine technology
for Pig Producers & Vets
• Permanent Full-Time role in Sydney with
travel and work flexibility
• Lead a fulfilling marketing career with
attractive package on offer
Are you a Marketing & Digital Branding individual who
wants to bring your creativeness and passion to developing
engaging branding for our innovative Swine portfolio?
We would love to hear from you!
Degree in Marketing or Business is required. Experience in
Animal Health business or a knowledge of animal farming or
agricultural systems is preferred but not essential.

To find out more about this exciting opportunity
and to apply, visit our MSD Careers Site at
www.msd.com/careers and search for
requisition R167726.
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Scheme,” Mr Mahar said.
“The announcement is
an insult to farmers and
the rural communities in
which they work and live,
both in substance and form.
“Labor buried its longawaited position on the Ag
Visa in a wide-ranging Pacific announcement made
in Darwin.
“Labor should have a
policy on solving the farm
labour crisis – a crisis
which impacts each and
every Australian at the supermarket checkout.
“Instead, this important
issue has been reduced to a
footnote in its Pacific Plan
to play to the politics of the
moment.
“Mr Albanese told the
NFF National Conference,
that Labor would have a
new better solution.
“Instead, we got more
of the same coupled with
empty posturing.
“We couldn’t be more
disappointed to see months
of close engagement with
Labor agriculture spokesperson Julie Collins and
immigration spokesperson
Kristina Keneally come to
this,” Mr Mahar said.
Neither of these representatives were a part of the
announcement in Darwin.
NFF has campaigned for
the visa since 2016 to cater
for low skilled to highly
skilled farm workers from

Protecting farm
gate returns
THE Coalition Government is committing
$20 million to boost
on-farm biosecurity
and traceability systems as part of a plan
for a stronger future.

Minister for Agriculture and Northern Australia David Littleproud
said sound traceability
and biosecurity starts
on the farm and is foundational to Australia’s
national biosecurity.
“Effective on-farm
biosecurity practices
and the ability to trace
agricultural products
is critical to protecting
farm gate returns and
supporting new and
continued access to export markets,” Minister
Littleproud said.
“We’ll offer up to
three rounds of grant
funding for activities
that will support industry and producers

to prepare for, mitigate
against and respond to
biosecurity risks.
“These grants will be
delivered in partnership
with interested state
and territory governments, so they will be
able to tackle the issues
of greatest importance
in their respective jurisdictions.
“Our ability to trace
livestock and agricultural products quickly
and effectively is fundamental to robust biosecurity and food safety
systems, as well as critical to our agricultural
export certification
process.”
“Biosecurity is a key
pillar of industry’s
$100 billion by 2030
goal – this is a great
opportunity for our
producers to uplift their
biosecurity efforts.”

www.porknews.com.au

National Farmers Federation 2022
Conference - Sustaining the Nation
AUSTRALIAN Pork
Limited was well represented at the National
Farmers Federation conference held in Canberra
on April 4-5.

Hades robot being put through its paces under a vehicle. Photo: Techmatics

Robots in biosecurity trial
FIVE
remote-controlled robots are
being tested in a series
of biosecurity inspections, to find out if
they can identify biosecurity risks on imported cargo, and if
they can do it more
effectively and safely.

Minister for Agriculture and Northern Australia David Littleproud
said the Hades-5Z robot
units were part of an
exciting $64,000 pilot
program funded by
the government’s Biosecurity
Innovation
Program.
“The robots will be
put through their paces
by biosecurity officers
during controlled onsite
inspections using imported freight such as
sea containers, vehicles

and heavy agricultural
machinery,” Minister
Littleproud said.
“The trial will take
place at post-entry sites
in Adelaide, Fremantle,
Darwin and Brisbane
and are being run in
collaboration with the
New Zealand Ministry
for Primary Industries.
“The units are fitted
with high definition and
thermal imaging cameras.
“They’re very slimline so they can be sent
in underneath consignments.”
Live footage of the
cargo underside can be
viewed by officers on
monitors.
“These four-wheeldrive robots have the
potential to significantly reduce workplace health and safety

risks for officers,” Minister Littleproud said.
“At the moment, sea
containers
require
hoisting to carry out inspections and officers
are required to inspect
underneath heavy agricultural machinery and
used vehicles.
“It’s hoped that using
robots will reduce the
safety risk to officers.
“The robots will be
tested on wharves and
ports during hot and
cold temperatures and
high humidity.
“Their manoeuvrability across a range of
surfaces will also be
surveyed.
“Hades-5Z will not replace valued staff – they
are an additional tool to
help us keep Australia
safe.”

Chief executive officer
Margo Andrae, Board
chair Andrew Baxter,
policy director Heidi Reid
and environmental policy
manager Kirsty Cooper
attended to listen to a diverse range of speakers
discuss how agriculture
will sustain Australia’s
communities, economy
and natural environment
to 2030 and beyond.
It was pleasing to see
that the key priorities of
biosecurity and workforce, sustainability and
industry resilience identified by the pork industry
were highlighted in presentations from Prime
Minister the Honourable
Scott Morrison MP, leader
of the opposition Anthony
Albanese MP, Agriculture
Minister the Hon David
Littleproud MP and
Shadow Minister for Agriculture Julie Collins.
They were also identified as key priorities to
ensuring that the industry
can reach the target of
$100 billion value by
2030.
Biosecurity and sustainability credentials were also
emphasised as essential in
maintaining and growing
access to international
markets.
The panel session on
whether Australian agriculture will meet its $100
billion target discussed the

Environmental Policy
by KIRSTY COOPER

many challenges faced by
agriculture in recent years
– with drought, flood,
fires and COVID – and
concluded that the current
strength of the industry
with an $80 billion value
is likely to face further
fluctuations but ultimately
achieve its target by 2030.
Key conference themes
of economy, environment
and community were

explored across the two
days.
Under the economic
theme, panel sessions on
supporting international
trade, regionalisation and
what the post-COVID
economy will bring provided a mostly positive
outlook for agriculture –
noting that transparency
and traceability will be
increasingly important.

Panels convened under
the environment theme
explored climate change,
ecosystem services – natural capital, biodiversity
and carbon – and new
technologies needed to
support the measurement
and monitoring of these
new assets.
Workforce, access to
health and housing, and
growing interest in social
licence were discussed in
the community panel.
The insights and discussions during the conference confirmed the value
of APL taking a leadership role and engaging in
cross-commodity coordination in key policy areas,
and working collaboratively with government
to ensure appropriate
programs and support are
in place to meet industry
needs.

Agriculture Minister David Littleproud speaks at the National Farmers Federation
conference. Photo: NFF

When you demand
performance,
turn to the product
you trust
More than 10 years of
experience with more data
than any comparable vaccine

Your trusted partner

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285.
®Ingelvac CircoFLEX is a registered trademark of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AU-POR-0029-2021
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AusPac ingredients
benefits from animal
nutrition accreditation
If insurance money was triggered within the week post a disaster event – flood, drought or heatwave – this will
help growers to get back to their feet quickly. Photo: Darryl Cleeve

Building farm resilience
THE emotional and
physical toll of drought
and floods on Australian
agricultural communities
is costly, but the financial toll is forever front
of mind for those in primary production - especially when it comes to
insurance.

But thanks to researchers
from the University of
Southern Queensland, a
new Drought Resilience
Innovation Grants project
led by the Queensland
Farmers’ Federation and
funded through the Australian Government’s Future Drought Fund, plans to
transform how index-based
insurance and optimal crop
management can be used
to reduce financial risk and
improve income stability.
The project will see QFF
collaborate with USQ and
will offer access to crop
insurance so farmers can
take better-informed risks.
QFF chief executive officer Jo Sheppard said expertise provided by USQ
will assist them as the lead
project institution to ensure the targeted insurance
products are deliverable.
“The ability for farmers
to self-manage risk is an

important part of building
resilience and sustainability
in their enterprises,” Ms
Sheppard said.
“The impact of prolonged
drought and severe flooding
events can be catastrophic
on the viability of a farming
business and the sector is
working hard to develop
ways in which farmers can
plan for and mitigate this
risk where possible.
“It is important that research is conducted closely
with industry and the opportunity to collaborate
with the USQ Centre for
Climate Sciences on this
important work is welcomed.
“The issue of being able
to access effective and affordable crop insurance has
been raised many times by
industry as a gap in terms
of farmers being able to
self-insure against risk.
“This project will bring
research and industry together and enable further
work to be undertaken to
seek commercially viable
solutions for farmers in
managing risk.”
Professor
Shahbaz
Mushtaq from the USQ
CACS said currently it’s
common practice for

farmers to plant earlier or
later in the season in an
attempt to reduce the frost
risk, as an example.
Planting late can expose
crops to more severe heat
and drought events later in
the growing season.
Alternatively planting
early to avoid heat stress
exposes crops to frost.
“This makes sense, however while those strategies
might reduce weather impacts, it does compromise
yield and income because
they’re not planting at the
best time for their particular
crop,” Prof Mushtaq said.
“Ideally, the farmer needs
to plant in that optimal
window and they’re more
likely to do that if the risk
of doing so is covered by
insurance.
“Through this process
we want to explore optimal
strategies and identify
those key risks to better
inform the grower so they
can strategically use insurance to get higher yields
and high-income outcomes.
“Ultimately, we want
farmers to use insurance as
a risk management strategy
through offering credible
research to show them how
it can be done.”

Prof Mushtaq said by
developing ‘fit for purpose’ affordable insurance
projects and an industry
discretionary mutual fund
as a cost-effective channel
for wider distribution and
adoption, the project will
grow the self-reliance and
performance of the agricultural sector.
“There’s also the case
that this strengthens the
well-being and social resilience of rural, regional
and remote agricultural dependent communities too,”
Prof Mushtaq said.
“For example, if insurance money was triggered
within the week post a disaster event – flood, drought,
or heatwave – this will help
growers to get back to their
feet quickly.
“This then can have an
immediate positive impact
on the communities connected to the farms affected.
“By reducing farmer risk
and creating viable insurance options that shifts
the burden from the public
sector to the insurance
sector, there’s also the likely
outcome of reducing public
costs of drought and flood
assistance.”

AUSPAC Ingredients
gained FAMI-QS accreditation in early
2021 and in doing so
was one of the first
companies in the animal nutrition supply
chain in Australia to
do so.

The company has recently undergone and
passed its first surveillance audit under the
FAMI-QS standard for
feed additives.
FAMI-QS and the
Feed Ingredients and
Additives Association of
Australia collaborated to
introduce the European
standard to Australia as
the preferable accreditation in the feed industry.
Here is what the
AusPac Ingredients team
said about the process,
benefits and commitment to the FAMI-QS
accreditation.
Nadia Pearce – supply
chain, business systems and quality assurance manager
The existing FIAAA
code that Auspac Ingredients had operated
under for many years
required many of the
framework processes
demanded by FAMIQS, however there was
a need for improved systems and documentation.

Implementation of enhanced processes has
led to more streamlined
incident and emergency
procedures and increased overall awareness of quality and feed
safety within the company.
Philip Lambeth – executive director of
operations
Auspac Ingredients has
always been a qualityfocussed company and
was one of the initial
founding members of
the FIAAA and earliest
members to achieve
accreditation to the
FIAAA code of practice.
In line with the FIAAA’s decision to adopt
FAMI-QS, AusPac was
keen to support this
move and commenced
the process in the first
half of 2020.
We started with a coordinated gap analysis
to identify the key differences between the
existing quality management system and FAMIQS.
COVID-19
delays
meant that the considerable tasks of policy rewriting, hazard analysis,
supplier and product
risk assessments did not
begin in earnest until
August and continued

through until early 2021.
Once the auditor selection was completed,
the two audits were conducted in December and
January with the certificate being issued in February 2021.
Nadia Pearce played an
integral and driving role
in the attainment of the
FAMI-QS certification.
She highlighted the
need for strong processes of documentation.
The benefits to the
business are substantial
and significant.
There is a real sense of
furthered commitment
within the business and
a deeper company-wide
understanding of quality
and the role we as key
suppliers to industry play
in feed and food safety.
There is also a synergy with our Australian
Border Force Trusted
Trader certification.
The results of our recent surveillance audit
show our ongoing commitment to providing assurance to our customers
and stakeholders, as well
as quality, choice and
value to the industry.
For more information,
visit auspacingredients.
com.au

The free point-of-sale kits are available for pre-order through the pork butchers’
website.

Instore marketing presence
high on agenda for butchers
INSTORE marketing
presence and support
for butchers is high on
agenda for the Australian
Pork Butchers program.
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The aim is to establish a
year-round Australian Pork
Limited presence, to stay
front of mind with shoppers within the retailers
and motivate the shift to
pork.
The newest Australian
Pork Butchers point-of-sale
kit will be launching this
month.
This POS kit complements the national TV
commercial centred around
pulled pork, with a focus
on establishing a call out
instore that pork is an everyday dinner winner for
shoppers.
APL are aiming to target
a new segment of consumers who are time poor
and want easy meals that

Retail Marketing
by SANDRA HILL

are guaranteed to be accepted by their children.
Our market research has
identified that this new
target presents a significant
opportunity to grow pork
consumption.
Keeping the cheekiness
of the brand, the POS kit
will be communicating the
ways pulled pork can be
a mid-week dinner winner
with simple, fun and in-

spiring recipes.
The free kits are available
for pre-order now through
the pork butchers’ website
australianporkbutchers.
com/products/new-cam
paign-point-of-sale-kit
If you are a wholesaler to
butchers and would like to
bulk order POS kits to give
to your customers, email
porkbutchers@australian
pork.com.au

www.porknews.com.au

Pork supply plunge predicted
ACCORDING to experts, pork supply will
be impacted by Japanese
encephalitis virus, with
infected piggeries experiencing production losses
of up to 80 percent.

Producers say pork products are safe to eat
and have not been affected by the virus. Photo:
Amanda Lim

Pork safe to eat
say producers

There are now 30 piggeries in NSW affected.
JEV is endemic in other
countries though has not
been seen this far south in
Australia.
NSW Department of Primary Industries chief veterinary officer Dr Sarah
Britton said, “They have
had huge impacts on production – up to 80 percent
of production impacted in
some sites.”
“It’s also the mental
health impact on the
people, because there’s
been a lot of stillborn, abortions or abnormalities in
piglets, which can be very
stressful, day in, day out,”
Dr Britton said.
While the disease has no
impact on the safety of con-

suming pork, Dr Britton
said production losses were
likely to affect availability.
“I think it will affect the
supply of pork, because
it has impacted a number
of the bigger properties as
well as some of the smaller
ones,” Dr Britton said.
In recent weeks however,
cases of JEV had stabilised as mosquito activity
reduced.
Blantyre Farms owner
and Australian Pork board
member Edwina Beveridge
confirmed her pigs tested
positive recently.
“It generally doesn’t affect our grower pigs,” Ms
Beveridge said.
“But if a sow is bitten by
a mosquito at the right, or
wrong, time in her gestation cycle, it can affect her
litter of piglets.
“We’re seeing some impacts in the piglets being
born now, where we’re
having a lot more unfortunately born dead.”

Ms Beveridge said between 3-15 percent of a
litter was usually impacted.
Vaccine
Whether the virus will
return annually is one of
the big questions for pig
producers.
It is thought the current
outbreak may have been
started by an infected
waterbird flying further
south than usual.
“Is it because we’ve had
so much water around and
the waterbirds have come
south?” Dr Britton said.
“Or has a cyclone potentially blown mosquitoes
down here?”
With vaccines a key
focus, Dr Britton is part
of the discussion as to how
pig producers can be supported now and into the
future.
As yet, no vaccines have
been approved for pigs in
Australia, though human
vaccines are available.

The NSW chief vet says affected piggeries are experiencing heavy losses. Photo: NSW DPI

Victorian Regional Development Minister Mary-Anne
Thomas touring an Apiam facility. The company is set
to develop a vaccine for the virus. Photo: Apiam

n Managing JEV
AS Australia continues to manage
Japanese encephalitis
virus, consumers have
been guaranteed that
it is safe to eat pork.

JEV is a mosquitoborne virus, meaning
it can’t be passed from
pigs to humans.
South
Australia’s
chief veterinary officer
Mary Carr said, “It’s
important that everyone understands that
pork meat products are
safe.”
“There should be absolutely no concerns
about buying Australian pork and popping it on your fork.”
Though South Australia has no production
concerns according to
Dr Carr, the prediction
is that JEV will impact
supply chains in other
states.
“We’ve
managed
through this response
to ensure that the
movement of pigs has
continued, minimising
any impacts to industry,” Dr Carr said.
Pork SA chair Andrew Johnson said the
pork industry felt supported by government
authorities and he encouraged consumers to
share in that support.
There have been no
additional cases since
early April, following
seven JEV detections
in commercial South
Australian piggeries.
Australia’s
total
number of piggery
JEV detections is currently at about 70, with

cases in Queensland,
22 in Victoria and 30
in NSW.
A rare case of JEV
was confirmed in
South Australia in an
alpaca, and horses are
known carriers of the
disease too.
To date, 37 people
have contracted JEV
in Australia and there
have been three deaths
in NSW, South Australia and Victoria.
A JEV vaccine has
been prioritised by
the federal government for those at risk
of exposure, including
veterinarians, piggery
and abattoir workers,
and people who work
closely with mosquitoes or pigs.
At risk Australians
are encouraged to seek
information from their
local health practitioner.
While piggeries have
addressed the threat
of JEV by quickly implementing mosquito
management plans, Dr
Carr advised producers
remain vigilant, even
in winter.
“At this time of year,
we do normally see a
reduction in mosquito
levels, which will reduce the risk,” Dr Carr
said.
“Knowing that, we
are still dealing with
a new disease for Australia.
“So, we’re asking all
producers, also horse
owners, to be alert for
these signs and report
them in.”

Diamonds are not a pig’s best friend. Protect your growers from Erysipelas with new Eryvac® E-Oral.
No need to work up a sweat individually injecting them, just mass administer via your watering system
and let your pigs vaccinate themselves.

To find out more contact your Zoetis representative or contact Zoetis product support
for further assistance. Productsupport.au@zoetis.com or 1800 814 883
© 2021 Zoetis Inc. Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 94 156 476 425. Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138. ZL1453, MM-17033

Classified as a high priority to access the JEV
vaccine are those who work with pigs or mosquitoes. Photo: University of Queensland
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Successful pig production without zinc oxide
n Part 1 - A holistic strategy to ensure pigs can survive in a post-oxide era
ZINC is an essential
trace mineral in pig nutrition, however zinc in
the form of zinc oxide
is often used at therapeutic doses to control
post-weaning diarrhoea
in piglets.

Concerns on the potential risks to the environment has alerted regulatory authorities and, in
some jurisdictions – the
European Union as an example – the use of ZnO
will be limited to nutritional levels of 150ppm
total dietary zinc.
Before we discuss pig
producers need to be
ready to rear their pigs
without pharmacological
levels of ZnO, it is important to understand why the
use of high levels of zinc
oxide in swine nutritional
diets has increased dramatically across the globe
in recent years.
Where it all began
At weaning, piglets are
subject to a multitude of
stress factors over a very
short period that contribute to gastrointestinal
tract and immune system
disturbances.
These factors can be:
• Nutritional – abrupt
dietary change from sow
milk to a dry pelleted
predominantly vegetablebased diet formulation
• Environmental
–
moving to new nursery
accommodation with different housing conditions
• Health-based – loss of
passive immunity from
the sow
• Physiological – abrupt
maternal
separation,
being handled and transported and mixing with
unfamiliar pigs from
other litters.

Because the pigs are
under such stress, the
early post-weaning period is typically characterised by poor growth
performance – such as
reduced feed intake – and
increased susceptibility to
post-weaning diarrhoea.
Traditionally, pig producers relied heavily on
use of sub-therapeutic
levels of antibiotic growth
promoters in pre-starter
and starter feeds to control pathogenic infections
– mainly caused by enterotoxigenic e coli – and
improve pig growth performance in the first few
weeks after weaning.
Following the ban of
AGPs in early 2000, pig
producers had to seek
alternatives to maintain
optimal gut health and to
reduce this post-weaning
performance drop.
As a result, the use of
high or therapeutic levels
– 2000ppm or higher – of
zinc oxide in piglet feeds
became more widespread
and was seen as common
practice in the swine industry.
It was shown to be an
effective and relatively
inexpensive tool for preventing and controlling
post-weaning diarrhoea,
with subsequent improvements in piglet growth
performance, feed intake
and digestion.
Though the precise
mode of action of ZnO
against post-weaning diarrhoea in weaned piglets
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Ph: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
Kym Miller 0439 066 054
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693
ben@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Graeme Pope 0439 066 006
graeme@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
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is not yet fully understood,
it is believed to be related
to a significant improvement in both intestinal
morphology – improved
structure and function –
and nutrient digestion and
absorption.
Why do authorities
reconsider the use of
pharmacological levels
of ZnO?
Though there are several
benefits of using ZnO in
piglet feeds – preventing
post-weaning diarrhoea,
maintaining health and
performance and such –
recent reports have highlighted its environmental
impact, and we became
aware of its contribution
to the spread of antimicrobial resistance.
It is therefore not surprising that regulations around its use are
changing and why the EU
decided to ban the use of
pharmacological levels of
zinc oxide in June 2022.
However, it is not all bad
news for the European
pig industry, as there are
several potential benefits
to the upcoming ban on
ZnO.
Some of these benefits
are:
Reduced environmental
pollution
Zinc accumulates in soil
after zinc-rich pig manure
is applied to the land as an
organic fertiliser.
These high levels of zinc
in the soil and surface
water are deemed an environmental pollutant and

health risk, and may also
impact the absorption of
other trace elements such
as iron.
Preventing antimicrobial
resistance
Recent studies and reports have demonstrated
zinc oxide’s contribution
to the increase of AMR,
as high levels of ZnO may
increase the proportion of
multi-drug-resistant e coli
in the intestines of piglets.
Avoiding zinc toxicity
Zinc remains a heavy
metal and is therefore
toxic to many living organisms, including pigs.
Studies show that prolonged use of pharmacological levels of ZnO may
negatively affect piglet
health and performance,
as demonstrated by a
marked decrease in feed
intake.
Preventing nutritional interactions
High levels of ZnO can
have a negative effect on
phytase activity – an enzyme that is included in
piglet feeds to enhance
digestion – whereby the
phosphorous cannot be
released from phytase
due to the formation of a
complex of zinc with pphytate.
When zinc oxide is removed from piglet feeds,
it should have a positive
effect on phytase efficiency.
Avoiding changes to gut
microbial composition
The use of pharmacological doses of ZnO may
also cause changes to the
gut microbial composition
of piglets during the early
post-weaning period by
suppressing the growth of
beneficial bacteria, such
as lactobacilli.

Such changes may negatively affect intestinal development and health in
young piglets.
What is in store for
pig-producing countries
outside the EU?
Canada
Until recently, zinc oxide
was typically included
in piglet feeds at 2500–
5000ppm in Canada.
However, Canada is now
in the midst of imposing
similar restrictions to that
of the EU, which will see
the level of ZnO allowed
in piglet feeds reduced
down to nutritional levels
of 350ppm.
China
The use of high levels
of zinc oxide also came
under scrutiny in China
and as a result, China has
already drastically reduced its level of authorised dietary zinc supplementation from 2250ppm
to 1600ppm in 2018.

The US and some Asian
countries
It is very likely that the
US and some Asian countries will also implement
similar restrictions on the
use of pharmacological
levels of zinc oxide in
piglet diets in the near
future.
Though there are no
restrictions currently in
place in these regions, it is
vital that swine producers
avoid over-use and start
the process of working
towards ZnO alternatives
so that they are prepared
when a ban inevitably
comes into effect.
Until recently, zinc
oxide represented one of
the vital nutritional strategies for preventing and
controlling diarrhoea in
young piglets and the associated detrimental postweaning ‘growth check’.
However,
increasing
concerns over environ-

mental pollution and contributions to the spread of
AMR have led to an EU
ban on the use of high
levels of ZnO in piglet
diets.
Adopting a holistic
strategy that encompasses optimal nutrition,
management, biosecurity,
health and welfare practices will be key to ensuring that pigs can thrive
and survive in a post-zinc
oxide era.
Learn how the Alltech
Seed, Feed, Weed solution can help you remove
zinc oxide from your
piglet diets, and start the
conversation with your
local Alltech Lienert representative about how you
can begin transitioning to
ZnO-free piglet production.
For more information,
visit alltechlienert.com.
au

Start the conversation with Alltech Lienert about how to begin transitioning to zinc
oxide-free piglet production.

Porcine brain tissue trial for
treating Parkinson’s disease
LIVING Cell Technologies has advanced plans
for a third clinical trial
of NT-Cell in Parkinson’s disease, following
the signing of a research
agreement with the University of Technology
Sydney and the Australian Foundation for
Diabetes Research.

The UTS agreement will
allow university facilities
to be used to optimise the
production of NT-Cell in
Australia for the first time,
prior to the third clinical
trial.
Once approved by import authorities, porcine
brain tissue (choroid
plexus) will be shipped
to Sydney from research
partner NZeno’s pig facility in Invercargill, New
Zealand.
Once the Australian
production of NT-Cell has
been optimised at UTS,
the tissue will be sent to a
good manufacturing practice facility, where it will
be manufactured under
conditions suitable for it
to be used clinically.

Approval for the use of
the encapsulated pig tissue
will need to be obtained
from a Human Research
Ethics Committee and the
Therapeutic Goods Administration.
The NT-Cell clinical
trial for people with early
to mid-stage Parkinson’s
disease is likely to be the
first xenotransplantation
trial carried out in Australia after earlier trials in
New Zealand.
Living Cell Technologies
executive chair Professor
Bernie Tuch said, “This
is another key step as we
advance this potentially
ground-breaking research
in Australia, following in
the footsteps of New Zealand researchers.”
“Optimising the production of encapsulation pig choroid plexus
in Australia is a necessary measure before it is
manufactured under GMP
conditions for the clinical
trial.
“We look forward to getting this work underway
as soon as possible, given

the pressing need for new
treatments for Parkinson’s
disease and its impact
on the community,” Prof
Tuch said.
The first trial participants are expected to receive treatment in 2024.
More than 10 mil-

lion people worldwide
are living with Parkinson’s disease, including
100,000 Australians, with
the disease estimated to
cost the Australian community an estimated $10
billion per year.
The research agreement

follows LCT’s announcement on January 24 of
the signing of a services
agreement with NZeno,
with the New Zealand
biotech breeding and
maintaining pigs to provide tissue for the clinical
trial.

Living Cell Technologies has advanced plans for a third clinical trial of NT-Cell
in Parkinson’s disease.
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WHY are beef, lamb and
goat producers receiving
more than twice the price
pork producers are for
their product?

The effectiveness of Australian Pork Limited can
be partially judged by this
price discrepancy.
Is APL committed to
looking after producers’
interests and doing enough
to enhance the profitability
of producers?
The APL board has reduced the number of staff
working in the marketing
division from 16 to 11,
while increasing overall
staff numbers by three to a
current total 47 employees.
The board is aware that
consumer research has revealed that one in six pork
meals is described as a
negative experience by the
consumer.
This is probably the most
serious issue facing the industry, yet the board does
not appear to be doing
anything about it – or even
talking about it – and the
many producers and delegates I have spoken to
were not aware of this fact.
Our chief executive officer has stated that her
goal is for pork to overtake
chicken as the most consumed meat in Australia.
Chicken is the cheapest
meat in our country and
if our goal is to overtake
chicken, we are committing ourselves to a lowvalue product.

Our CEO boasted of developing a new market for
pork by selling it to zoos,
which indicated the low
level of achievement our
board and executives are
satisfied with.
With nine well-paid
board members and five
highly paid executives, we
should see some progressive and innovative ideas
being put forward to support and improve the profitability of producers – I
believe very little is being
done and they are taking
the easy option.
During the last slump in
pig prices, Peter Haydon
travelled to Britain to attend a butchers’ meeting
and also visited family and
friends – confirmed by Mr
Haydon.
At this particular time,
virtually all producers
were losing money, and
some were unable to pay
for pig food – putting them
and their families in an
extremely desperate situation.
This demonstrates Mr
Haydon’s complete lack of
care and commitment to
producers and the industry.
Politicians are held to account and there would have
been calls for their resignation if they had done something similar – Mr Haydon
was given a promotion.
Mr Haydon should have
been travelling to countries
we already export pork
to and trying to sell extra

pork to alleviate our oversupply.
Politicians are accountable for their actions and
honesty as opposed to an
APL executive – who relies on secrecy, misleading
communication and occasional blatant lies to
justify their existence to
producers.
I believe the board has a
lot to answer for – failing
to give good leadership and
for allowing the CEO to
dominate the running of
APL.
The board appointed a
CEO who said she knows
nothing about the pig industry and also stated that
she was invited to join
APL.
With the board concerned about gender equity, was this appointment
based more on gender than
experience?
The board ran an extensive advertising campaign
for the new CEO position.
However, was this another case of wasting
money on a predetermined
outcome – as was the
money wasted on running
costly meetings to develop
the strategic plan for the industry, which had already
been predetermined by the
board or CEO?
A current board member
told me that they do not
follow how the CEO
spends our levies and could
only recall one research
program – the importance

of the grind size of grain.
I thought this was
common knowledge 20
years ago?
They also said they were
too busy to read much of
the APL literature.
A retired board member
told me they were on several boards, time poor and
only had time to check a
few bottom lines of the
budget – and approved the
budget based on that.
Again, they were too busy
to read APL publications
and could not name one
research program.
Very few producers believe they get any benefit
from research programs
– believing the research
done is poorly conveyed to
producers – and the board
won’t disclose the cost of
the individual research
projects, which makes
you wonder what they are
afraid of.
The CEO and board chair
continue to want to produce podcasts that very few
people listen to – in fact,
most don’t know of their
existence.
I can only assume they
enjoy making them.
The board wants to be
on the anti-dumping board
– we dump pork on other
markets in times of oversupply – gender equity and
the culling of wild pigs
through Australia.
The cattle industry is
spread over a much larger
portion of the country and

has more to lose from the
introduction of foot and
mouth disease.
They are a much larger
organisation, with members nationwide and are in
a much better position to
co-ordinate this program.
Only three board members personally pay levies
and we rely on them to
represent producers’ interests – I question if they are
doing enough to represent
all producers when making
board decisions.
With so many producers
disillusioned and disconnected from APL and with
an out of touch Canberrabased organisation, I believe that unless changes
are made as to how APL
is run, the pig industry will
not achieve the prosperity
it should – continually
wasting producers’ money.
I ask producers and delegates to consider having
APL pay $0.20 of the $3.40
levy to state organisations.
This would allow the
states to have a strong producer organisation capable
of contributing fresh ideas
as well as resolving statebased problems.
The state organisation
could work more closely
with state abattoirs, wholesalers and transport, as well
as with state government
on environmental and other
issues.
I believe producers would
benefit greatly from this, as
well as bring new ideas and

life to APL – and a lot more
producers would become
interested in the future of
the industry and not only
their individual business.
Our CEO has spoken a lot
about APL’s involvement in
keeping the pig industry
functioning during the pandemic.
What isn’t acknowledged
is that the abattoirs, wholesalers and transport industries did the bulk of this
without APL’s help and
producers worked with
these industries to keep
pigs moving through the
system.
I find it interesting that
neither the CEO nor the

board chair have responded
to any of the issues I have
raised previously – despite
the fact that they receive
$500,000 a year from me.
Statutory-funded
organisations have a habit
of forgetting that they are
employed to serve an industry, and adopt the belief
that they know everything,
ignoring the people who
employ them.
Happy to receive comments from producers –
negative or positive – on
these and other issues.
Andrew Reilly
andrew.reilly95@yahoo.
com

Note – Australia is importing pork from China, home
of African swine fever.
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WANT
TO BE
REWARDED?
Do you use Ingelvac CircoFLEX or Ingelvac MycoFLEX?
Great news, be rewarded for your purchases by
signing up to the FLEX360 Loyalty Rewards Program.
Talk to your friendly Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health
representative or visit flex360.com.au to find out more.
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