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Dr Charles Rikard-Bell provided an overview of APRILs current and
upcoming farrowing house projects.

APRIL reviews APL's 2026
Pork n Talk roadshows

AUSTRALIAN Pork
Limited’s annual Pork
n Talk roadshow has
wrapped up after
five events across
the country, with this
year’s program putting
research, both current
and emerging, front
and centre.

Under the theme of
‘Farrowing house suc-
cess’, the series brought
together pig veterinar-
ians, researchers and
producers to share
practical insights
aimed at lifting sow
and piglet outcomes in
commercial farrowing
systems.

Across the country,
guest speakers re-
turned to a consistent
message — strong re-
sults start with funda-
mentals.

Industry veterinar-
ians highlighted the
importance of sow
body condition and
getting the essentials
right in the farrowing
house — that is, prin-

recovery and overall
litter performance.
The roadshow also
featured a strong
peer-learning focus,
with producers pre-
senting outcomes
from in-house trials
on changes in manage-
ment practices.
Topics included
split suckling, creep
feeding, pain relief,
day-one care, fostering
strategies and late-
gestation and lactation
nutrition.

Each event opened
with insights from
Australian pork in-
dustry chief scientist
Dr John Pluske, fol-
lowing the Interna-
tional Conference on
Pig Livability in Ne-
braska last November.
His key takeaways
echoed the same
theme — day one piglet
care, colostrum intake
and strong nursery
management are crit-
ical to all-of-life sur-
vival.

Dr Pluske also out-

and reprioritising day
one care tasks in re-
sponse to ongoing la-
bour constraints.
APRIL IPP award-
ees showcased
practical nutrition

and feeding
findings

Australasian  Pork
Research Institute

Limited past and pre-
sent Industry Place-
ment Program awar-
dees featured strongly,
with Dr Max Muller
from the University of
Queensland outlining
his research into using
low crude protein diets
during lactation to
help sows better cope
with summer heat.

The work reported
measurable benefits
for sow comfort and
performance, in-
cluding increased feed
intake and reductions
in body temperature
and respiration rate.

The project also
identified shifts in
metabolic indicators
associated with heat

Reflecting on seven years of
progress for Australian pork

THIS month, I am
formally announcing
that after nearly seven
years as chief execu-
tive officer of Aus-
tralian Pork Limited,
I’'ve made the difficult
decision to step down
in August this year.

I've often said I'm
lucky to have the best
job in the world, rep-
resenting the best pro-
tein in the world — but
I feel the time is right
for someone else to
have the opportunity
to lead, and for me to
explore other oppor-
tunities.

It has been an abso-
lute honour to guide
this industry through a
period of real growth
and progress.

Over the past seven
years, Australian Pork
Limited and industry
have worked together
to strengthen our stra-
tegic direction and de-
liver meaningful out-
comes for producers
and stakeholders
across the value chain,
and to continue ena-
bling pork to be the
progressive protein —
nutritious, sustainable
and always improving.

While I'm still here
for another three
months, I've spent a
lot of time reflecting
lately and wanted to
share some highlights
of all we’ve achieved
together during my
time as CEO.

I also think that in
the current climate
with global trade dis-

Point of View

by MARGO ANDRAE
CEO

our industry, it’s im-
portant to reflect on
our united approach,
which has under-
pinned our resilience
and demonstrates how
far we’ve come in re-
cent years.

Taking care of our
pigs, our people and
our planet

I am especially
proud of the way our
industry has strength-
ened community trust.

From  evidence-
based welfare prac-
tices to transparent
sustainability frame-
works and national
leadership on bios-
ecurity preparedness,
we have consistently
demonstrated  what
responsible modern
agriculture looks like
in Australia.

This has included
being endorsed to
lead the first national
standards and guide-
lines for pig welfare,
bringing  together
stakeholders across
industry, government,
welfare and science
to develop nationally
consistent evidence-
based guidelines

farmers and our ani-
mals — a milestone
achievement for our
industry.

Australian pork also
remains a national
leader in biosecurity
protection and prepar-
edness.

We've continued to
enhance our trace-
ability systems, in-
cluding the forth-
coming PigPass 2.0
app, a huge lift from
the APL team.

As an industry, we've
also made strides in
environmental  sus-
tainability, reaching
73 percent reduction
in emissions intensity,
becoming one of the
lowest emissions pro-
teins.

Championing
Australian pork and
Team Australia on
the national stage

During my time as
CEO, pork has be-
come the second-most
consumed meat in
Australia and con-
tinues to be a critical
part of the national
diet, especially as
consumers navigate
ongoing cost of living

Our ‘Get some pork
on your fork’ cam-
paigns and the evo-
lution of valuable
provenance branding
have grown consumer
awareness, built con-
fidence in Australian
pork and enhanced
recognition of the
quality, integrity and

innovation  behind
every product.
Also, I've Dbeen

proud to have had the
opportunity to pro-
mote our product as
a critical part of Aus-
tralia’s food security.

Australian  pork
continues to prove its
value where it matters
most to consumers, as
a protein that’s great
for your health, the
planet and the hip
pocket.

That value is deliv-
ered by all of you, so I
want to acknowledge
the unity, profession-
alism and heart of the
APL team and our
producers.

It has been a privi-
lege to stand along-
side people who care
deeply about their ani-
mals, their communi-
ties and each other.

Recruitment for the
next CEO is currently
underway.

I look forward to
welcoming them in
due course and sup-
porting them through
the transition period
before watching the
industry continue to
lift the bar and move
forward under new
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ATTENTION

Clarification

The Australian Pork Newspaper is a wholly
independent publication owned by Collins Media.

APN does not receive any funding or financial support
from Australian Pork Limited.

APN works with APL in providing a medium between
producers and industry representatives.

As an independent publication, APN also aims to
provide a wholistic view on all issues impacting the
pork industry.

APN encourages feedback on published articles in
either written form or via phone.

Contact Ben Collins on ben@collins.media
or call 0450 672 553.

2026

MAY 12-14 — Food with Purpose — Gold
Coast, Queensland. https://www.pix.au/
conf26

MAY 13-14 - British Pig and Poultry Fair —
Birmingham, UK. https://pigandpoultry.org.
uk

MAY 13-15 — 17th European Symposium

of Porcine Health Management — Florence,
ltaly. https://www.esphm2026.0rg

JUN 2-4 - VIV Europe 2026 — Utrecht, The
Netherlands. https://www.viveurope.nl

JUN 3-4 — World Pork Expo 2026 - Des
Moines, USA. https://www.worldpork.org

JUN 16-19 - IPVS 2026 — Ho Chi Minh,
Vietnam. https://ipvs2026.vn/

AUG 19-21 - VIV Select China 2026,
Shanghai, China. https://china.viv.net

AUG 25 & 26 — Minitube Porcine TechDays,
Golden Point, Victoria. https://form.jotform.
com/260257675984068

SEP 19-22 - Allen D. Leman Swine
Conference 2026 - St Paul Minnesota,
USA. https://lemanconference.umn.edu

SEP 22-24 - Expomeat 2026 — Sao Paulo,
Brazil. https://www.expomeat.com.br/

OCT 6-8 — International PRRS Symposium
2026 - Barcelona, Spain. https://iprrs2026.
org
OCT 21-23 - Pork Expo Mexico -
Aguascalientes, Mexico. http://pork-expo.
org/
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Inflammatory and
heat stress markers
such as arachidonic
acid and cholesterol
were lower in sows
fed the low-protein
diet, suggesting less
metabolic strain
when the temperature
rises.

Dr Katelyn Tomas
spoke on the role
of creep feeding in
preparing piglets for
weaning.

While creep feeding
can support stronger
performance at
weaning, she empha-
sised that success
depended on proper
implementation, in-
cluding when to in-
troduce creep to pig-
lets, pellet size and
daily replacements.

She highlighted that
creep composition
did not need to be ex-
pensive or complex as
pre-weaning intake
was low.

Producers should be
aiming at not only in-
creasing creep intake
but also improving
the percentage of pig-
lets consuming it.

APRIL update
highlights farrowing
house projects with
on-farm outcomes

A broader research
update was delivered
by Dr Charles Rikard-
Bell, who provided an
overview of APRIL’s
current and upcoming
farrowing house pro-
jects, with an emphasis
on outcomes that can
be translated into day-
to-day practice.

One project high-
lighting cost of pro-
duction was ‘Heating
up the house (5A-116)’,
led by Dr Jessica Craig
from JBS Pork Aus-
tralia.

The study investi-
gated which piglet
heating source deliv-
ered the best overall
performance.

Of the three heating
sources  evaluated,
Hog Hearth heat mats
demonstrated multiple
advantages over con-
ventional heat lamps,
including  reduced
piglet mortality, im-
proved cost-effective-
ness and greater en-
ergy efficiency.

Technology also

featured in  far-
rowing house research
through ‘Use of ther-
mographic technology
to detect reproductive
state in sows and im-
prove piglet perfor-
mance (6A-104)’, also
led by Dr Craig.

This work explored
whether infrared
thermal cameras could
be used in commercial
farrowing environ-
ments to identify lac-
tating sows at risk of
common health issues.

Findings suggested
devices such as the
FLIR E8 thermal
camera may offer a
non-invasive  alter-
native to traditional
temperature measure-
ments.

Another project, ‘Es-
caping the daily grind
(5A-111), led by Dr
Kate Plush from Sun-
Pork Group, examined
whether gestational
feed grind size influ-
enced subsequent litter
performance.

Results showed that
coarser particle size
increased sow pro-
duction of short-chain
fatty acids and was

associated with fewer
low birthweight (less
than 1.1kg) piglets.

New studies un-
derway target colos-
trum, farrowing du-
ration and heat stress
management

Dr Rikard-Bell also
highlighted several
projects now  un-
derway, including in-
vestigating  whether
providing sows with a
salt enrichment block
increases colostrum
production and in turn
improves piglet perfor-
mance to weaning, led
by Dr Lauren Staveley
at SunPork Group.

At Adelaide Univer-
sity, Thien Dihn Van
is researching whether
the inclusion of am-
monium chloride in
late gestational diets
can reduce farrowing
duration and subse-
quently improve litter
survival to weaning.

Dr Kate Plush is ex-
amining the impacts
of heat stress on far-
rowing duration and
subsequent litter per-
formance and whether
these impacts can be
managed through di-

etary or water addi-
tives.

Formerly of SunPork
Group, James Langley
is investigating
whether novel creep
feed delivery designs
that promote natural
behaviours improve
creep feed intakes.

While the series
covered a wide range
of topics, a recur-
ring theme emerged
— farrowing house
improvement  often
comes from simple
well-timed changes,
backed by science and
tested under commer-
cial conditions.

From  nutritional
strategies that help
sows maintain feed in-
take during hot spells
to improved heating
options for piglets and
new tools for moni-
toring sow health, it
was clear that APRIL-
supported research is
exactly where it needs
to be - delivering
practical  industry-
driven results that can
be adopted on farm
simply and cost-effec-
tively. 57
APRIL

AUSTRALIAN Pork
Limited has concluded
its Japanese encepha-
litis virus surveillance
project, which began
in November 2025 and
involved collection of
samples from commer-
cial pigs to provide up-
to-date information on
JEV exposure in pigs

across Queensland,
NSW, Victoria and
South Australia.

The purpose of the

project was to help
producers better under-
stand and manage JEV
exposure and risks
during the 2025-26
summer period.

The project collected
1266 serology sam-
ples from pigs across
all states involved in
the study and con-
firmed some evidence
of JEV exposure in
domestic pigs across

multiple states.

Detection results —
positive/total samples
— were as follows:

¢ Queensland 69/568

e NSW 70/439

¢ Victoria 10/199

¢ South Australia 8/60.

In addition to do-
mestic pigs, JEV was
also detected in a
range of other sources,
including piggery ef-
fluent in Queensland
and Victoria, feral pigs

How to supply event details:

Send all details to Australian Pork
Newspaper, PO Box 162, Wynnum,
QId 4178, call 0450 672 553 or email
design@collins.media

0430 672 353

Producers are encouraged to maintain a proactive approach to bios-
ecurity, particularly through effective mosquito management practices.

in NSW, mosquitoes
in Victoria, sentinel
chickens in NSW and
human cases in NSW
and Victoria.

While surveillance
activities differ be-
tween states, these
findings collectively
indicate the presence
of JEV across multiple
regions.

APL would like to
thank all those in-
volved in sample col-
lection and processing.

The support of in-
dustry and government
partners was essential
to the success of this
program, and APL
thanks everyone in-
volved for their collab-
oration and support.

Following conclusion
of the project, the JEV
surveillance detection
map will no longer
be included in routine
APL updates until the
next high-risk period,
however monitoring
and reporting of any
new detections will
continue.

Producers are en-
couraged to maintain
a proactive approach
to biosecurity, particu-
larly through effective
mosquito management
practices — as outlined
in the APL resource
‘Integrated Mosquito
Management  Prin-

ciples for Piggeries’,
available on the APL
website.

Vaccination is also
strongly recom-
mended for indi-
viduals working on,
living near or visiting
pig farms and abat-
toirs.

Producers  should
remain alert for clin-
ical signs consistent
with JEV, including
reproductive losses,
increased returns to
service, abortions and
weak or deformed pig-
lets.

Any concerns should
be reported promptly
to a veterinarian.

Further  informa-
tion and previous sur-
veillance updates are
available via the APL
website, scan the QR
code below. &-r
Mandy Bowling
APL Program
Manager Health and
Biosecurity

Scan for more infor-
mation and previous
updates.

© Collins Media Pty Ltd — Contents may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission from the publisher. It is the responsibility of
contributors to ensure the correctness of their claims and statements. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the publisher.
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IT’S no secret that
pumping effluent
into a piggery can
be very tough on
pumps.

Both abrasion and
corrosion are the big
enemies of pumps
that are manufac-
tured from cast iron
and sometimes even
those made from
304-grade stainless
steel.

One  Australian
company, Aussie
Pumps, has put

a lot of work into
developing a range
of 316-cast stain-
less-steel ~ pumps
that provide long
trouble-free opera-
tion.

Aussie Pumps chief
engineer John Hales

said: “Working with
piggeries around the
country, we learnt
that nothing really
lasts like casings
and internals of 316
stainless steel.”

The company
started out with
cast-iron pumps and
then graduated to
installing them with
316 stainless-steel
impellers.

“The difference in
the wear and reli-
ability was very ob-
vious, and we found
the impellers were
lasting longer than
the bodies,” Mr
Hales said.

The company
made a major de-
cision to invest
heavily in 316 stain-

factory.

A 4”316 stainless-steel pump being prepped
before shipment at Aussie Pumps’ Norwest

Piggery pump breakthrough

less-steel pumps for
tough applications
where abrasion and
corrosion were ram-
pant.

Aussie Pumps is
now satisfied that
by using castings
of 316 stainless
steel for the body as
well as the impeller
and other key com-
ponents is a much
better solution than
any cast-iron pump.

The pumps are all
self-priming  and
can be either elec-
tric motor driven
with 240V 2” and
3” models, with
bigger 4” ports that
can handle up to
2200LPM flow.

“It’s a  break-
through for the pork
industry,” Mr Hales
said.

“As volume goes
up, our prices be-
come more competi-
tive against cast-
iron pumps that will
last a fraction of the
time a genuine 316
stainless-steel pump
will.”

Further informa-
tion on the stain-
less-steel revolution
is available from aus
siepumps.com.au or
from Aussie Pumps’
head office at Nor-
west in Sydney or
dealers throughout
Australia. 5
Aussie Pumps

Developing pork industry’s future
— Food with Purpose 2026

FOOD with Purpose
2026 will provide an
important platform for
Australia’s pork in-
dustry to come together
around a shared com-
mitment to progress,
innovation and long-
term sustainability.

Held as part of the
broader Food with
Purpose framework,
alongside the Poultry
Information Exchange
and Australian Milling
Conference, the Aus-
tralian Pork Limited
program will maintain
a clear focus on the
priorities and opportu-
nities shaping the pork
sector.

This structure will
enable valuable cross-
sector collaboration
while ensuring pork
industry outcomes re-
main central.

The conference and
exhibition will be held
from May 12-14 at the
Gold Coast Convention
and Exhibition Centre.

The event will reflect
the strength of an in-
dustry built on prac-
tical knowledge, shared
expertise and strong

partnerships across the
supply chain.

From  production
technologies and
housing systems to
health management,
feed solutions and
processing innovation,
Food with Purpose
2026 will create space
for new ideas to be ex-
amined in a practical
and commercially rel-
evant context.

A defining strength
of the event will be the
depth of support from
partners, sponsors and
exhibitors.

More than 160 com-
panies and organisa-
tions will contribute
across the broader ex-
hibition, representing
every stage of the
supply chain and rein-
forcing the importance
of industry collabora-
tion in driving future
progress.

Their involvement
will represent more
than participation, it
will be a direct invest-
ment in the continued
advancement of Aus-
tralian pork produc-
tion.

This collective sup-
port will ensure that
Food with Purpose
remains grounded in
its core purpose — cre-
ating an environment
where producers, sup-
pliers, researchers and
service providers can
exchange knowledge,
strengthen  relation-
ships and address the
challenges facing the
industry together.

We extend our sincere
thanks to all partners,
sponsors and exhibi-
tors whose commit-
ment will make Food
with Purpose 2026
possible.

Their contribution
will play a vital role
not only in the success
of the event itself but in

supporting a resilient
and forward-looking
pork industry.

As the sector con-
tinues to respond to
evolving  pressures
— from sustainability
expectations and work-
force challenges to bi-
osecurity and market
demands — events such
as Food with Purpose
will remain essen-
tial in helping shape
a stronger future for
Australian pork.

Registrations are still
available, with day
registrations available
from the registration
desk during the event.

For more information
and future event up-
dates, visit www.pix.
au/conf26 5y
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Seeing pig farmers and their staff targeted and shamed for being cruel
and uncaring to their animals was disheartening.

Some companies with nothing
to do with the industry used the
intensity of the debate to their
advantage.

For Denmark’s svinevalg, issues of
animal welfare and the environ-
ment were conflated to scare the
Danish public.

ON March 24, the na-
tional general election
was held in Denmark,
this year being referred
to as ‘Svinevalg’ — that
is, the ‘pig election’.

Though it was pre-
dicted to be a major
topic of debate, it was
surprising that the
focus of most parties
was the pig industry in
Denmark, regardless of
which electorate they
were representing.

Most of the discussion
was related to the an-
imal welfare and envi-
ronmental management
aspects — often inaccu-
rately intertwined — of
the pig industry, noting
that all other Danish
agricultural industries
remained free of such
intense scrutiny.

Of course, it was to
be expected that par-
ties with a green and/
or vegan agenda would
have their campaign
focused on abolishing
animal production, but
for this election most
parties seemed to have
an opinion on the way
forward for the Danish
pig industry, either ex-
pressing support or pro-
posals for reduction.

Denmark’s recent ‘pig election’ results. Photo: dr.dk/nyheder/politik/folketingsvalg/resultater

Nordic

News
by ASHLEY NORVAL

I don’t think I have
ever seen so many poli-
ticians have their pic-
tures taken with piglets.

Interestingly, most ar-
guments with regards
to animal welfare were
related to the number
of stillborn piglets and
transport, instead of the
farrowing conditions of
the sow.

Though some par-
ties still mentioned that
“Denmark must abolish
farrowing crates” -
which was behind the
times since it was leg-
islated on January 1,
2026.

The pig industry was
also blamed for the re-
duced quality of Danish
drinking water via pes-
ticide contamination —
though, of course, the
fact that the highest
water contamination
area was the capital
Copenhagen, where no
pigs are produced, es-
caped most debates.

There is no denying
that there is room for
improvement in the
industry — and in fact
any agricultural com-
modity produced in

Denmark and beyond
— but to see this play out
so personally, whereby
pig farmers and their
staff were targeted and
shamed for being cruel
and uncaring to their
animals, was quite dis-
heartening.

At the 2024 Food
with Purpose event
on the Gold Coast, I
gave a presentation ti-
tled ‘Current issues
facing the Danish pig
industry in relation to
welfare changes’, and in
it I included examples
of Danish politicians
who had marked the
closing or reduction of
the pig industry on their
agenda.

In that presentation,
I highlighted that this
plan to reduce or close
the pig industry was
becoming much more
mainstream, with the
issues of animal wel-
fare and the environ-
ment being misrepre-
sented and conflated to
scare the Danish public
into pressuring the gov-
ernment into closing
the industry.

My prediction for this

intensifying — espe-
cially with little to no
pushback from the ag-
ricultural sector to cor-
rect such misconcep-
tions — could be seen
in this national election.

Such was the inten-
sity of the debate that
even companies with
nothing to do with ag-
riculture used this to
their advantage.

Though the social
democrats — led by the
outgoing Prime Min-
ister Mette Frederiksen
— won the general elec-
tion with 219 percent,
they failed to secure a
majority and in fact lost
12 seats.

The split of the seats
in parliament is now 84
seats for the red block,
14 for the moderates
and 77 for the blue
block.

Coalition negotiations
are ongoing to form the
new government, with
the timeline likely at
least another month be-
fore a decision is made.

While it has been
quiet since the elec-
tion, I think it is impor-
tant to remember that
it is political agendas
and not scientific facts
that drive legislative
changes.

It is clear that this po-
litical pressure is not
going away and it will
be interesting to see
what the new govern-
ment’s view is on the
future of the Danish pig
industry. 5
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Australian made and proven COLORBOND® steel

SR CE b Support Australian manufacturing
and Australian jobs
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Manager on 0497 025 946
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HAVING spent pretty
much my professional
lifetime working in
and around agriculture,
after commencing rela-
tively fresh out of uni-
versity as a journalist
with the then Elders
Weekly in  Western
Australia in the late
1970s, I have developed
and grown a mix — I
think at least — of cyni-
cism and wonder at the
weird and wacky ways
of the cycles of agricul-
ture and farming in the
Land Down Under.

In particular, my jour-
nalistic eyes and ears
have often curiously fo-
cused on the vagaries
of grower and producer
politics — irrespective
of whether my brief
was to research, write
and inform on matters
research and develop-
ment, for example.

Farmers being such
independent  strong-
willed souls and go-it-
alone workers of the
land, it’s no surprise
that when it comes to
matters of levies, gov-
ernment support and,
dare I say it, subsidies,
and the likes of non-
governmental organisa-
tions and farm lobby
groups, they rarely vis-
ualise let alone adopt a
unified stance.

And of course it’s a
single voice that gov-
ernments welcome and
want.

Without that single
voice, farmers typically
will be lobbying against
a brick wall.

My inaugural

The author heading for Canberra 1980. and

PREMI-BOOST+

PIGLETS

Vetsense Premi-Boost+ is a specialised nutritional
paste designed to support the health and vitality of
weak, underweight and premature piglets.

Formulated with a precise blend of essential vitamins,
minerals and amino acids, Premi-Boost+ provides
comprehensive support for the early development and
growth of piglets.

Supports growth, development and vitality

DOSE RATE PACK SIZE: 250ML

ONE PUMP = 2ML
2mL: Newborn, underweight and premature piglets
soon after birth.
Repeat the following day if necessary.

Boosts energy in weak and underweight
newborns

Promotes immune function, digestive health and
overall wellbeing

Aids in the prevention of nutritional deficiencies
and supports optimal growth trajectories

For any remaining product, reapply the original bottle
cap and store in a cool/dry place for up to 3 months.
Rinse and clean trigger prior to reusing.

SHAKE WELL BEFORE USE

Easy-to-administer paste formulation ensures
accurate dosing and maximum effectiveness.

CONVENIENT DOSING APPLICATOR
Premi-Boost+ 250mL comes with a separate dosing applicator that delivers precisely 2mL per dose. This
ensures accurate and convenient administration to newborn, underweight and premature piglets.

The applicator simplifies the dosing process, making it easy for caregivers to provide the necessary nutritional
support to young animals.

REBECCA JAMIESON - SWINE KEY ACCOUNT MANAGER

0400 392 111
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Cant

Comment
by BRENDON CANT

very real experience
of this was when, in

1980, I moved to Can-
berra with the Farmers
Weekly, the paper mani-
festo of the then WA
Farmers’” Union, later
to transition to Primary
Industry Association of
WA and most recently
WA Farmers Federa-
tion.

Seated next to inau-
gural president of the
National Farmers’ Fed-
eration and favourite
Harvey, WA son Sir
Donald Eckersley on
my transfer flight to
Canberra, I was privy
to his considerable vi-
sion and wisdom, ef-
fectively enjoying an
inside seat to the power
that was about to ulti-
mately matter.

Sir Donald was con-
vinced, and convinced
me, that the only way
for farmers to enjoy the
attention and indeed
respect of Australian
parliamentarians — in
particular those who
counted in Canberra —
was by speaking with
a united voice, with a
national perspective,
rather than mumbling
state colloquialisms as
had been the way for
way too long.

Impressive man he
was and I was privi-
leged to share and con-
sume his considerable
wisdom.

It would soon give
me a perspective and

balance, which I did
my best to utilise as
a 23-year-old journo,
to debate and engage
with the likes of Bob
Hawke at the National
Press Club of Australia
over... you guessed it...
a few beers.

Bob was then presi-
dent of the Australian
Council of Trade Un-
ions and the Australian
Labor Party, and about
to pull the pin to be-
come a Federal MP and
ultimately Prime Min-
ister in 1983.

Anyway, back to Sir
Donald who, after ser-
vice with the Royal
Australian Air Force
in World War II, com-
menced dairy farming
in the Harvey District
in 1946 and gave a life-
time of service to pri-
mary producers’ asso-
ciations in and beyond
WA.

His celebrated of-
fices included presi-
dent of Farmers Union
of Western Australia
1972-75, president of
Australian  Farmers’
Federation 1975-79 and
inaugural president of
the National Farmers’
Federation 1979-81.

Sir Donald also served
10 years as president
of the Harvey Shire
Council, was chair of
the South West De-
velopment  Authority,
chair for three years of
the Artificial Breeding
Board, a member of

the Western Australian
Waterways Commis-
sion and a member of
the senate of the Uni-
versity of Western Aus-
tralia.

His experience and
excellent foresight and
judgement were recog-
nised by the award of
an ‘Officer of the Most
Excellent Order of the
British Empire’ in 1977,
a knighthood in 1981
and selection as ‘Aus-
tralian Man of the Year
in Agriculture’ in 1979.

While not suggesting
today’s farm industry
leaders pale into insig-
nificance when com-
pared with those of old,
such as Sir Donald, I
can and will say that
they no longer have the
eyes and ears of those
who count and they rely
far too much on con-
sultants and interme-
diaries to deliver their
messages to where it
counts.

Here of course it
would be remiss of
me to not reveal that
I jumped from jour-
nalism to the arguably
dark side (of public re-
lations) in 1984.

But I maintain with
informed and sincere
conviction that, more
often than not, today’s
farmer leaders far
too often are far too
complicit and obliging
when it comes to how
they deal with politi-
cians.

They need to be bold,
brave and proud of their
convictions and lobby
for them strongly and
unapologetically.

Anything less will be
and is being dismissed,
discarded and ignored.

Pork producer politics
sadly fits this bill at
state and federal levels.

E

The author working on the ‘dark side’ 1988.
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Gorman-Rupp pump efficient with pig waste recycling

MIDWEST Piggery
has been breeding
pigs for over 30 years.

A mid-size enter-
prise, the piggery
raises the animals
and then sells them to
market.

As part of the pig-
gery’s recycling phi-
losophy, all pig waste
is collected and
broken down before
being used as ferti-
liser on the grounds.

Midwest  Piggery
principal partner and
manager Mat Collier
said, “We collect the
pig waste in what we
call sump pits.”

“The effluent is then
pumped from the
sump up to a holding
dam.

“It then moves pro-
gressively through a
series of dams before
the effluent is eventu-
ally ready for use as a
fertiliser.”

The problem

To move the pig
waste from the sump
to the holding dam,
the piggery was
using three market-
leading helical rotor
pumps — also known
as progressive cavity
pumps.

Located at ground
level operating on a
suction lift, the pumps
were proving increas-
ingly inefficient and
costly to maintain.

“After we bought the
helical rotor pumps,
we quickly discovered
that they have a very
fine tolerance,” Mr
Collier said.

“The suction hose
started to block con-
tinuously and, if the
pumps ran dry, the
motor would burn out
and the rubber stator
melted.

“Not only did we
have to remove the
choke, we had to re-
place the stator, which
was incredibly awk-
ward and frustrating.

“Getting to the
stator was difficult
enough, then we had
to literally peel away
the melted rubber
that had stuck to the
equipment.

“Every time we had
to clear the choke and
replace the stator, it
took a good three to
four hours of our pre-
cious time.”

The process not only
proved time intensive,
but it was also very
costly.

According to Mr
Collier, a new stator
cost about $1000 and,
because the pumps
were choking and
burning out with in-
creasing regularity,
the cost to replace the
stators also grew.

In one year alone,
the piggery spent
around $10,000 on
new stators.

Fed up and frus-
trated with the helical
rotor pumps, Mr Col-

www.porknews.com.au

lier started to search
for a far more effi-
cient solution.

Coincidentally, his
father-in-law had just
read an article on
Hydro Innovations
and the Gorman-Rupp
pumps that it supplies
and drew his attention
to it.

After reading it,
what particularly ap-
pealed to Mr Col-
lier was the fact that
Hydro Innovations
was happy to provide
prospective customers
with a trial period.
The solution

“Having paid and
used a series of pumps
including submers-
ible ones in the past,
I didn’t want to spend
any more money on
pumps that could not
do the job,” Mr Col-
lier said.

“So coming across
a supplier who was
happy to let the pump
prove itself before I
bought it was great.”

After reviewing the
piggery’s  require-
ments, Hydro Innova-
tions suggested that a
Gorman-Rupp T2A3-
B wastewater pump
fitted with a 4kW
motor be installed —
a compact model that
would provide both
the flow and the pres-
sure needed.

According to Hydro
Innovations general
manager Garry Grant,
the  Gorman-Rupp
T2A3-B is a rugged
self-priming centrif-
ugal solids-handling
pump.

Very easy to main-
tain, the pump has
an external remov-
able flap valve that
can be removed and
inspected without the
inconvenience of dis-
connecting the piping
or draining the pump
casing.

In addition, if any
choking does occur,
the pump can be
easily and quickly
unclogged via the re-
movable cover plate.

The design of the
pump also allows
users to adjust the
clearance externally
to ensure optimum
performance without
having to pull it apart.

The removable ro-
tating assembly al-
lows the rotating
parts to be inspected
or replaced by simply
loosening four bolts
from the drive end of
the pump, eliminating
the need to disturb
the pump casing or
piping.

Mr Grant was more
than happy to have Mr
Collier trial the pump
for 90 days, yet within
60 days, convinced
the  Gorman-Rupp
T2A3-B could effec-
tively do the job, he
purchased the pump.
The results

“Within two months
of having the pump

installed at the pig-
gery I knew that it was
capable,” Mr Collier
said.

“It moves more liquid
than the previous pump
and it’s extremely easy
to maintain, which for
me is the major bonus.

“The open impeller
design makes it very
simple to remove any
blockages.

“I only have to loosen
two bolts to get inside
the pump and clear it,
which takes me only
15 minutes.

“And of course, an
added bonus is that
we no longer have
to waste money pur-
chasing stators.”

So impressed was
he with the perfor-
mance of the Gorman-
Rupp T2A3-B that
Mr Collier purchased
a second pump and

is now considering a
third pump.

“It’s great to see that
there are still sup-
pliers out there who
will stand behind
their products and let
you trial them before
buying,” he said.

“If Hydro Innova-
tions hadn’t let me
trial the pump, I doubt
I would have bought it
upfront because I have
been burnt so many
times before.

“After all my nega-
tive experiences, the
Gorman-Rupp T2A3-
B is far more than I
hoped for.”

More information on
these pumps may be
obtained from Hydro
Innovations at info@
hydroinnovations.com.
au or call 02 9898
1800. &=
Hydro Innovations

The Gorman-Rupp T2A3-B is a rugged self-priming centrifugal solids-

handling pump.
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Early in the process, Scolexia undertook an effluent capacity assessment, confirming that the
existing system could accommodate the return of pigs to the home farm.

Despite challenges, Midland Bacon remained focused on its goal - to
modernise infrastructure and consolidate pigs currently grown off-site.

B Piggery navigates negative perceptions

MIDLAND Bacon
has successfully navi-
gated a complex and
challenging  plan-
ning process, ulti-
mately securing an
8-1 council vote in
favour of modern-
ising its operation and
increasing space al-
lowances through the
construction of three
new sheds.

Throughout the pro-
cess, the project was
impacted by wide-
spread misconcep-
tions, myths and in-

accurate  reporting,
which led to a signifi-
cant misunderstanding
of the proposal’s in-
tent.

This situation was
further complicated
by other issues unre-
lated to planning and
not associated with the
owners, followed by
extensive publicity and
unfounded allegations
from highly organised
animal activist groups.

These groups con-
tinued to trespass on
the property, causing

distress to both the pigs
and farm owners John
and Kim McEwen.
Despite these chal-
lenges, Midland Bacon
remained focused on
its goal — to mod-
ernise infrastructure
and consolidate pigs
currently grown off-
site, enabling a fully
integrated farrow-to-
finish operation.
Importantly, con-
trary to claims made
in media and activist
communications, the
@ continued P11
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Midland Bacon

planning

@ from P10

number of sows per-
mitted on-site was
not proposed to in-
crease.

This misunder-
standing was unfor-
tunately reinforced
by the erroneous

public advertisement
of a 1992 permit re-
lating to sow number
increases.

Midland Bacon en-
gaged Scolexia to
support the planning
amendment and ap-
provals process, in-
cluding facilitating
site  visits  with
council representa-
tives to demonstrate
existing systems and
management prac-
tices.

Early in the pro-
cess, Scolexia un-
dertook an effluent
capacity assessment,
confirming that the
existing system could
accommodate the re-
turn of pigs to the
home farm.

This proactive ap-
proach contributed to
the project receiving
a development li-

cence exemption
without the need for
further information

— reflecting the ro-
bustness of both the
data provided and the
farm’s operations.

While the plan-
ning process involved
several requests for
information  from
the Department of
Agriculture and the
Catchment Manage-
ment Authority, Mid-
land Bacon’s will-
ingness to provide
detailed responses,
adjust aspects of the
proposal and engage
constructively en-
sured that no objec-
tions were raised by
these agencies.

Some RFI queries
also highlighted a
broader lack of un-
derstanding around
piggery design and
management.

Scolexia’s Ja-
nine Price said, “It
has been a pleasure
working with Mid-
land Bacon.”

“Their willing-
ness to provide in-
formation, consider
recommendations,
adapt practices (par-
ticularly in nutrient
reuse), undertake
earthworks promptly
and engage construc-
tively with objectors
has contributed to a
smoother process.
“While at times frus-
trating and protracted
due to factors beyond
our control, their ap-
proach was instru-
mental in achieving a
positive outcome.”
www.porknews.com.au

SUCCESS

The proposal at-
tracted over 4000
objections,  many
originating from out-
side the local area,
including internation-
ally — as far away as
Canada.

As anticipated, a
large proportion of
these were submitted
via proforma cam-
paigns coordinated
by activist groups.

Throughout  this
period, Scolexia
maintained regular
communication with
council to understand
how objections would
be assessed and to
support community
engagement efforts.

In reality, only one
objection originated
locally, with the next
closest located ap-
proximately 1.5 hours
away.

Janine Price met
with the local ob-
jector alongside
councillors to discuss
concerns and later at-
tended a meeting at
the objector’s prop-
erty with the new
owner of Midland
Bacon.

Through respectful
and open dialogue, it
became clear that the
objection was based
on the misconcep-
tion that pig numbers
would increase — an
issue stemming from
incorrect public noti-
fication.

Following clarifi-
cation, the objection
was withdrawn.

Midland Bacon’s
approach to planning
and approvals exem-
plifies best practice.

In Scolexia’s view,
the business not only

met but exceeded
planning  require-
ments.

This case demon-
strates that prepara-
tion, expert guidance
and genuine com-
munity engagement
can deliver positive
outcomes for the pig
industry, even in the
face of significant ex-
ternal pressures.

Council acknowl-
edged the high
standard of docu-
mentation and re-
porting, as well as
the respectful and
constructive manner
in which community
concerns were ad-
dressed.

Midland Bacon
has overcome con-
siderable challenges
and should be com-
mended for its profes-
sionalism, resilience
and commitment to
continuous improve-
ment on farm. &
Scolexia

AUSTRALIA’S
largest pork producer
is facing a legal chal-
lenge from a major
gas company over
proposed  pipeline
development through
a working piggery
on Queensland’s
Western Downs.

Arrow Energy,
a joint venture be-
tween Shell and Pet-
roChina, has taken
action in the Land
Court of Queensland
regarding access to
SunPork’s Tong Park
piggery near Kogan,
west of Brisbane.

The case centres
on Arrow’s plan to
install multiple gas
pipelines beneath the
piggery, part of its
broader coal seam

gas operations across
the Surat Basin.
While the project
has already received
state and federal ap-
provals, the dispute
now focuses on the
conditions of a ‘con-
duct and compen-
sation agreement’,
a key requirement
when resource com-
panies operate on ag-
ricultural land.
Under Queens-
land law, producers
cannot refuse gas
development on their
properties.
However, compa-
nies must negotiate
terms that address
impacts on farm op-
erations, infrastruc-
ture and biosecurity.
If agreement can’t

be reached, the Land
Court steps in to de-
termine the outcome.

For pork producers,
this case underscores
the practical chal-
lenges of coexisting
with resource devel-
opment — particu-
larly for large-scale
high-biosecurity
operations such as
Tong Park, which has
capacity for around
142,000 standard pig
units.

The proposed in-
frastructure includes
two 17km pipelines
carrying coal seam
gas and ‘produced
water’ (a by-product
of gas extraction),
along with a 59km
line  transporting
treated water to Ar-

row’s facilities.

Such developments
can raise concerns
around land access,
disruption to daily
operations and poten-
tial risks to livestock

systems.
The Surat Basin has
experienced  rapid

growth in coal seam
gas development over
the past decade, with
thousands of wells al-
ready operating and
further expansion ex-
pected by 2030.

As this footprint
grows, the energy
and livestock sectors
are increasingly op-
erating in close prox-
imity, creating new
challenges for man-
aging shared land use.

SunPork’s owner-

ship, now fully in the
hands of the Cameron
family, has previously
voiced concerns
about nearby resource
projects, particularly
where they may af-
fect farm viability or
environmental condi-
tions critical to pig
production.

The outcome of this
case, scheduled for
review in May, will
be closely watched
across the pork in-
dustry as it may set
important precedents
around how compen-
sation, risk and op-
erational impacts are
assessed when gas
developments inter-
sect with intensive
livestock enterprises.
ey
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The seriousness of a needlestick injury depends far more on the substance than the needle itself.

NEEDLESTICK inju-
ries are SO common
in livestock work that
they’re often brushed

off as part of the job.
That’s a mistake.
While many are

minor, others can lead
to serious complica-
tions, including per-
manent tissue damage,
systemic poisoning or
emergency surgery.
For Australian live-
stock farmers, recog-
nising the difference
and responding quickly
is what protects you.
Why needlestick
injuries matter
Across Australia, the
majority of livestock
farmers report having
experienced a needle-

The flyer from the National Centre of Farmer Health contains all the
relevant information required for a needlestick injury.

stick injury at some
point.

These incidents typi-
cally happen when
several risk factors
combine — unpredict-
able animal movement,
fatigue, poor restraint,
rushed technique or
handling  high-risk
products such as oil-
based vaccines.

A key problem is
delay, both in recog-
nising the seriousness
of the injury and in
seeking treatment.
Many people keep
working, assuming it’s
nothing.

Sometimes it is.

Sometimes it isn’t.
First response —
stop and assess
If you accidentally

inject yourself, don’t
push through to finish
the job.

Stop immediately.

Wash the wound thor-
oughly with soap and
water, then take a mo-
ment to assess what
happened.

The level of risk de-
pends on details — what
product was involved,
how much entered your
body and where the in-
jection occurred.

A shallow prick is
very different from a
deep injection into a
finger.

Before seeking care,
gather critical informa-
tion:

*The product name
and label

* The amount injected

*The time of expo-
sure

e Take the container
or label with you to the
doctor.

Most medical profes-
sionals are unfamiliar
with livestock pharma-
ceuticals and treatment
decisions rely heavily
on knowing exactly
what substance is in-
volved.

You can also:

e Call the Poisons In-
formation Centre on 13
11 26 for immediate
advice

e Contact the product
manufacturer using the
number on the label

* Access the Safety
Data Sheet from the
manufacturer’s website.

@ continued P13
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Recognising, responding to and preventing
needlestick injuries on Australian farms

@ from P12
When to seek urgent
medical care

Some exposures
should always be
treated as urgent.

These include:

¢ Oil-based (oil-adju-
vanted) vaccines

* Sedatives such as
xylazine

* Hormonal products,
for example prosta-
glandins

* Any injection into a
finger, hand or joint

eIncreasing  pain,
swelling, numbness or
colour change.

Do not adopt a ‘wait
and see’ approach in
these cases.

Why some injections
are more dangerous

The seriousness of
a needlestick injury
depends far more on
the substance than the
needle itself.

Oil-based vaccines
are among the highest
risk.

They can trigger se-
vere inflammation and
rapidly increase pres-
sure in confined areas
such as fingers.

This may lead to

compartment  syn-
drome, tissue death
and surgery if not

treated quickly.

Sedatives can be dan-
gerous even in tiny
amounts.

Accidental exposure
may cause dizziness,
slowed breathing, low
blood pressure or col-
lapse.

Hormonal products,
particularly  prosta-
glandins, can have
strong effects on the
human body and are
especially hazardous
for pregnant women.

Modified-live vac-
cines may pose infec-
tion risks depending
on the organism in-
volved.

Antibiotics and long-
acting formulations
can cause allergic re-
actions or prolonged
inflammation, espe-
cially depot (slow-
release) products that
remain in tissue.

The takeaway is
simple — never assume
an injection is harm-
less until you’ve identi-
fied the product.
Challenges in getting
the right treatment

One of the biggest is-
sues in Australia, and
globally, is that doctors
and emergency depart-
ments may not recog-
nise livestock medi-
cations or understand
their risks.

Without clear product
information, treatment
becomes guesswork.

That’s why bringing
the label or SDS is so
important.

It allows healthcare
providers to assess tox-
icity, formulation (such
as oil-based versus
water-based) and likely
complications.

Ensuring this infor-
mation is easy to ac-

www.porknews.com.au

cess — whether in the
ute, shed or digitally
— is a practical safety
step.

Prevention —
reducing the risk

on farm

While needlestick
injuries are common,
many are preventable
with consistent habits
and safer systems.

High-risk moments
include:

*End of long pro-
cessing days (fatigue)

*Poorly restrained
animals

* Rushed injections or
recapping needles.

Practical ways to re-
duce risk:

* Avoid recapping
needles whenever pos-
sible

e Use proper animal
restraint every time

* Keep your free hand
away from the injec-
tion site

*Use the correct
needle size for the job

e Dispose of sharps
immediately in proper

high-risk products
e Maintain good
lighting and safe fa-

cilities.

Simple technique
changes, such as one-
handed vaccination

and not ‘tenting’ the
skin, can also make a
significant difference.
Reporting and
follow-up

If a serious exposure
occurs, report it.

In Australia, inci-
dents involving animal
health products can be
reported to the Aus-
tralian Pesticides and
Veterinary Medicines
Authority.

This helps improve
safety data and guid-
ance.

Health professionals
are also encouraged
to report adverse out-
comes, though they can
only do so if they’re
aware of the exposure
— another reason to
clearly communicate
what happened.

The bottom line

serious outcomes don’t
have to be.

The  priority is
straightforward:

e Stop immediately

* Identify the product

¢ Seek medical care

¢ Build safer habits to
reduce the risk.

Treat every injection
seriously until proven
otherwise. &

portal.

ldentifying opportunities
for improving emissions
reduction in pork industry

AUSTRALIAN Pork
Limited has com-
pleted a comprehen-
sive gap analysis of
emissions reduction
opportunities within
the pork sector.

The project — sup-
ported by funding
from the Australian
Government’s Carbon
Farming Outreach
Program - included
an extensive litera-
ture review, industry
workshops,  inter-
views and producer
case studies to map
knowledge gaps and
identify  practical
pathways for action.
The project iden-
tified more than 70
opportunities for re-
search, development
and extension to sup-
port on-farm emis-
sions reduction.

Key priorities in-

pond designs, im-
proved measurement
tools and enhanced
cross-industry  col-
laboration.

The report rec-
ognises that most
low-cost options
have now been im-
plemented, meaning
future progress will
rely on targeted in-
vestment, better tools
and stronger collabo-
ration.

It also highlighted
key barriers such as
high capital costs,
skills shortages
and the Australian
Carbon Credit Unit
scheme’s complexity.

The report also
identified opportuni-
ties and barriers to
lower-cost  options,
including short hy-
draulic retention time
systems, solids sepa-
ration and pond addi-

clearer guidance and
policy support.

Importantly, in-
dustry consultation
highlighted the need
for practical tools,
updated case studies
and decision support
that link emissions
reduction with pro-
ductivity and cost of
production benefits.

This project pro-
vides APL and the
industry with a strong
evidence base to
guide future research,
extension and invest-
ment, supporting con-
tinued emissions re-
duction while main-
taining the commer-
cial realities of pork
production.

For further informa-
tion about this pro-
ject, contact APL via
email at extension@
australianpork.com.
au S
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Partnering in microbial solutions for a changing world.

Contact us on (07) 5451 0125 | www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

it's visible! .-

LEVUCELL SB (Saccharomyces cerevisiae var. boulardii CNCM -1079)
helps keep your sows healthy by ensuring an optimal set-up for lactation through appropriate sow feed intake,
improving colostrum and milk quality, and supporting immunity and microbiota transfer to newborn piglets.

Using sound science, proven results and knowledge from experience, Lallemand Animal
Nutrition helps our customers and industry partners be more successful — and animals
lead healthier lives.
Lallemand Animal Nutrition provides a full range of specific microbial products, services
and solutions that improve animal performance, and support their health and well-being
while respecting animals, people and the environment.

evucell

Live yeast for monogastrics

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION

Conception : brandflow. Not all products are available in all markets nor associated claims allowed in all regions.

o

SB

LALLEMAND
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A Wilson Pork Co staff member at its Windera piggery. Photo: Nathan
Wilson

South Burnett Regional Gouncil green
lights Windera piggery expansion

WILSON Pork has
secured approval to
become one of Aus-
tralia’s largest pig
operations after a
years-long battle that
saw residents flood
council with objec-
tions over smell con-
cerns.

South Burnett Re-
gional Council re-
cently unanimously
voted in favour of
an application from
Wilson Pork pig-
gery at Windera,
about 10km north of
Murgon, to double its
output to 57,000 pigs
a year.

Jamz & Co Invest-
ments Pty Ltd needed
council approval to
build new infrastruc-
ture and take the
number of pigs at the
intensive indoor pig-
gery west of Goomeri
from 28,500 standard
pig units to 57,000
SPU.

Wilson Pork Co
operations manager
Nathan Wilson told
Queensland Country
Life the construc-
tion work as part of
the expansion would
create 25-30 jobs.

“We burn through
about 15,000 tonne of
commodities a year
for feed, and that’s
all local — naturally,

that will double too,”
he said.

In order to do this,
it will build 12 sheds,
a workshop, staff
amenities, associated
effluent management
earthen structures,
staff parking and an
internal access road.

Windera and the
surrounding  South
Burnett area are
prime locations for
piggeries due to their
proximity to grain
growing regions —
providing easy access
to feed — and estab-
lished  processing
plants in Kingaroy
and Murgon.

Wilson Pork is one
of several large-scale
operations in the
area, alongside others
such as Wattlebrae
and Vilydo Piggery.

The council voted to
let the application lay
on the table several
years ago, after a staff
report recommended
it be approved “sub-
ject to reasonable and
relevant conditions”
but the council re-
ceived thousands of
submissions.

It has since been
sold and council staff
recommended ahead
of the recent meeting
the matter be lifted
from the table and a

decision be made.

The history of the
business as outlined
in its most recent ex-
pansion application
reveals a piggery was
first approved for
the site back in 2001
by the then Murgon
Shire Council for up
to 5200 pigs.

In 2018, that number
was expanded to
28,500.

Then in 2021 the
development applica-
tion was first lodged
to double that number
to 57,000.

An extensive staff
report on the matter
said public notifica-
tion was undertaken
between February
4-25,2022.

A notice of compli-
ance was received on
February 28, 2022
stating that public
notification had been
carried out in accord-
ance with the require-
ments of the Planning
Act 2016.

A total of 3280
properly made sub-
missions were re-
ceived (comprising
3269 proforma sub-
missions and 11 other
submissions), the re-
port stated.

Among the many
concerns raised was
the smell.

“The proposed use
will generate odour
due to the nature of
the operation,” the re-
port stated.

“The site is appro-
priately located in the
Rural Zone and will
be minimum 1.975km
from a sensitive use.

“It is considered
that the development
can maintain rural
amenity and char-
acter.

“The EA issued by
DAF includes con-
ditions relating to
odour management.”

It also stated that,
“In the event that
bonafide com-
plaints are received
by council in rela-
tion to odour emis-
sions produced from
the site ... Council
reserves the right to
require the applicant
to re-assess waste and
odour management
procedures already in
place.

“In this instance,
the applicant may be
required to under-
take a further assess-
ment on waste and
odour management
through a third party
and implement any
recommendations by
a date agreed by the
Council.” &
Townsville Bulletin

Selontrac Soft Bait

winter baiting programme.

baiting programme.

Distributed by

BASF Rodent Solution
for every situation...

Premium solution for all-year round use, in or off
building placement and high-pressure infestations.

/

Stormr Secure Wax Block

Rodenticide

A cracked cereal grain block with a low
wax content, ensuring palatability and

For rapid clean out of hard to control infestations.
Higher fat and oil content makes it perfect for a

A cost effective and convenient maintenance product.
The compressed grain blocks are perfect for a summer

stability under hot conditions.

Selontra- Soft Bait

Rodenticide

A highly palatable bait for fast

results when rodent populations

are growing and quick control

is required.

For further information and advice, please
contact the CCD Animal Health Team.

Y

Selontra Soft Bait

Rodenticide

A highly palatable bait for fast results
when rodent populations are growing

and quick control is required.

Storm Soft Bait

Rodenticide

A high oil and protein content soft bait
ensures bait palatability when rodents

are seeking fatty foods in winter.

<

Eddie Pecotich - 0437 408 961
Pei Xiz Lim - 0458 641 775
Customer Care - 1300 791 009
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RSPCA’s  higher-
welfare farm animal
certification  pro-
gram has been op-
erating for over 30
years and during
this time we've im-
proved the lives of
more than five bil-
lion Australian farm
animals and worked
with producers, res-
taurants and retailers
to implement count-
less positive changes.

To best achieve our
vision of a world
where animals and
people live together
with dignity, respect
and compassion in
what is an increas-
ingly  demanding
environment, going
about business as
usual without consid-
ering future impact
is unacceptable for
such an important
program.

Just like the com-
panies we work with,
we’re on a path of
continuous improve-
ment so that we can
positively impact the
lives of more farm
animals.

To do this it’s cru-
cial that we look to
the future and ensure
that the program is
as well-equipped as
it can be to raise the
bar for farm animal
welfare.

To envision this,
we’ve embarked on
a transformation pro-
gram and over the
coming years you’ll
see some changes,
but rest assured, fun-
damentally our mis-
sion will remain the
same — to improve
the lives of animals
through care and
evidence-based wel-
fare advancements
that change attitudes,
behaviours, practices
and laws.

Our transformation
will focus on lifting
and diversifying our
standards, improving
our governance and
operating model and
the introduction of
our new brand iden-
tity.

Our first step is to
share our new name
‘RSPCA Certified’
and a new logo, de-
signed to be more
impactful, easily rec-
ognised, clearly vis-
ible on packaging and
importantly, clearly
conveys who we are
and what we do.

We know RSPCA
Approved has been
a recognised and re-
spected brand, how-
ever our new name
goes further to better
communicate  the
strength of RSPCA’s
farm animal welfare
certification, helping
to harness a strong
future for the pro-
gram.

The new logo fea-

RSPCA's farm animal
welfare program update

tures three farm ani-
mals as a collective
on top of the brand
name, our statement
that animals come
first.

Poultry, monogas-
tric and aquaculture
make up the three
icons to represent
farm animals as a
whole.

The certification
program prioritises
improving farm an-
imal welfare in Aus-
tralia, while also pro-
viding guidance and
a trustworthy choice
for consumers who
want to purchase
higher-welfare prod-
ucts.

While it will take
some time for brands
and retailers to tran-
sition packaging to
the new brand iden-
tity, wherever you see
RSPCA Certified or
RSPCA  Approved,
they reflect the same
robust higher-welfare
certification you've
come to know and
trust.

It’s still a certifica-
tion program with
regular rigorous as-
sessments by spe-
cially trained RSPCA
assessors and a ro-
bust certification pro-
cess on top.

It’s still backed by
stringent science-in-
formed animal wel-
fare standards, devel-
oped by the RSPCA
Australia science and
policy team.

It’s still all about
raising the bar for
farm animal welfare
— giving producers
a  higher-welfare
standard they can
strive to achieve and
a logo that consumers
can rely on to mean
better animal wel-
fare.

It’s still independent
from industry and
government and still
provides a better
standard of welfare
than what’s legally
required in Australia.

Importantly, the
certification will re-
main independent
from industry and
government and
continue to provide
a better standard of
welfare than what’s
legally required in
Australia, meaning
millions of animals
raised to a better wel-
fare standard than if
the program did not
exist. 5
RSPCA Australia

Return of Minitubhe Porcine TechDays

MINITUBE Australia
is pleased to announce
that the Minitube Por-
cine TechDays are re-
turning to Australia
on August 25 and 26,
2026.

This conference
is open to anyone
working in the pig in-
dustry wanting to in-
crease their knowledge
level and hear about
the latest innovations
regarding pig repro-
duction.

This information will
be presented by both
local and international
speakers.

Let’s introduce a
couple of them now.

Professor Simon de
Graaf from the Univer-
sity of Sydney will be
speaking on the topic
‘CASA vs manual

semen  assessment:
Strengths, limitations
& common pitfalls’.

His work focuses
on practical and ob-
jective evaluation of
semen quality across
livestock species, with
a strong emphasis on
improving consistency
and decision-making
in artificial breeding
programs.

In this session, Prof
de Graaf will compare
traditional subjective
assessments with com-
puter-assisted sperm
analysis, highlighting
where each approach

performs well and
where  limitations
arise.

The presentation will
focus on how these
methods can be ap-
plied in commercial
settings to improve

confidence in semen
evaluation outcomes.

Simon also runs The
Reproduction Com-
pany, which provides
independent semen
testing and training
services to industry,
supporting producers
and artificial in-
semination centres in
achieving reliable and
repeatable reproduc-
tive performance.

Dan Hollingworth is
the managing director
of Minitube Australia
and will be presenting
on two topics.

He has been involved
in the Australian pig
industry since 2010,
working closely with
producers to improve
reproductive out-
comes through prac-
tical on-farm solu-
tions, before joining

Minitube Australia.

Mr  Hollingworth
strongly believes that
information sharing is
key to industry suc-
cess and has spent time
across numerous farms
advising on semen col-
lection and prepara-
tion.

The first topic he will
be speaking on is ‘On
farm collection — Tips
for small boar studs’,
presenting practical
knowledge and proce-
dures for efficient pro-
cessing.

The second topic will
be ‘The economics of
pregnancy detection’.

The session will be
discussing the bottom-
line value of pregnancy
testing and its impact
on farm profitability.

Early bird registra-
tions are closing on

July 7 — lock in the
early bird pricing of
$175+GST by regis-
tering via the QR code
below or contacting
Minitube via admin@
minitube.com.au

After July 7, pricing
increases to  the
standard  cost  of
$300+GST and regis-
tration closes on July
11.

Minitube Australia
looks forward to
seeing you there. &
Minitube Australia

Scan to register.

www.porknews.com.au

o

03 5342 8688

admin@minitube.com.au

minifube www.minitube.com

Program Available
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Pigs that start well and begin eating and drinking consistently in the
first days after placement are better positioned to handle health, envi-
ronmental and management challenges later in life.

Wean-to-finish survivability drives
performance and profitability

WEAN-to-finish sur-
vivability has become a
growing point of pres-
sure for the swine in-
dustry.

As pigs grow, the fi-
nancial impact is sig-
nificantly greater than
losses earlier in life,
eliminating value al-
ready invested through
genetics, feed, labour
and facilities.

Across the industry,

AUSSIE GMP

316 STAINLESS STEEL

Checapeidhcainlycultininle

2"- 4" cast 316
stainless steel for
corrosion resistance

Aussie Pumps

02 8865 3500 aussiepumps.com.au

recent  survivability
trends show a mixed
picture.

Many systems have
made progress in early
post-weaning phases,

reflecting  stronger
preparation and early
pig care.

At the same time, fin-
ishing mortality con-
tinues to trend upward.

PIC  wean-to-finish
technical services di-
rector Nat Stas said,
“Finishing mortality
is the most concerning
from a cost standpoint.”

“By the time pigs are
lost later in wean-to-
finish, a lot of feed and
resources have already
been invested, which
is why understanding
when losses occur is
just as important as how
many pigs are lost.”
Accurate mortality
analysis creates
focus

Farms that make pro-
gress in survivability
often begin by taking a
closer look at when and
why pigs are being lost.

Reviewing  timing,
patterns and contrib-
uting factors within
specific stages of pro-
duction narrows where
attention and resources
can make the greatest
difference.

Mortality data is most
useful when it helps ex-
plain what is happening
during a specific
window of production
rather than serving as a
summary after the fact.

When losses are eval-
uated this way, teams
can focus their efforts
more effectively.

Instead of reacting
broadly, teams can pri-
oritise the factors in-
fluencing survivability

during that stage of
growth.

This approach does
not eliminate chal-
lenges but helps turn
concern into targeted
action.

Building a strong
foundation after
weaning

The first days and
weeks after weaning
are a critical and
stressful time in a pig’s
life.

During this transition,
pigs are adapting to
new environments, new
social groups and new
feeding and watering
systems all at once.

Effective early pig
care reduces stress,
supports growth and
improves performance
through finishing.

Strong early perfor-
mance does not guar-
antee success through
finishing, but it does
raise the baseline.

Pigs that start well
and begin eating and
drinking consistently
in the first days after
placement are better
positioned to handle
health, environmental
and management chal-
lenges later in life.
Communication sup-
ports survivability

Wean-to-finish  sur-
vivability is influenced
by sow farm factors be-
fore pigs arrive at the
wean-to-finish site.

These include pig
health, wean weight ef-
ficiency and group vari-
ation coming out of the
sow farm.

Clear communication
before placement helps
wean-to-finish teams
prepare more effec-
tively.

Advance awareness

of pig quality or vari-
ability allows sites to
plan space, labour, nu-
trition and care strate-
gies, reducing surprises
once pigs arrive on site.

“Even small pieces
of information shared
before placement can
make a difference,” Mr
Stas said.

“When wean-to-finish
teams have a better un-
derstanding of the pigs
they’re receiving, they
can prepare resources
more effectively and get
pigs off to a stronger
start.”

Looking ahead

Survivability remains
one of the most mean-
ingful opportunities to
improve both efficiency
and profitability in
wean-to-finish produc-
tion.

New tools and tech-
nologies may support
earlier detection of is-
sues.

However, the largest
gains continue to come
from fundamentals —
understanding  when
and why pigs are lost,
investing in early pig
care and communica-
tion between the sow
farm and wean-to-
finish teams.

Ultimately, wean-to-
finish survivability is
not driven by a single
decision or solution.

It reflects how ef-
fectively genetics and
management work to-
gether to protect value
and support pigs from
placement  through
market.

To enhance wean-
to-finish performance
on your farm, explore
PIC’s management re-
sources. 5+
PIC
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Study outcome shows animal
resilience can be predicted

and positively inf

MEETING the natural
and physiological needs
of animals has a posi-
tive impact on their re-
silience.

This is the outcome
of a study for which
Ingrid van Dixhoorn
obtained her PhD from
Wageningen University
& Research.

Moreover, the degree
of resilience animals
display in the face of
disruptions can be pre-
dicted.

Dr Van Dixhoorn
studied the transition
period cows experience
from the dry period (the
farmer ceases milking
them so that the udders
can recover) to lacta-
tion (producing milk,
starting when the calf
is born).

During the first two
weeks of this period,
cows are very vulner-
able.

“Diligently safe-
guarding a proper day-
night rhythm increases
the cows’ resilience,”
Dr Van Dixhoorn said.

“Moreover, they need
copious amounts of
food to help them get
through this period.”
Extreme enrichment

Dr Van Dixhoorn
studied how pigs re-
spond to lung infec-
tions.

The scientist provided
an extreme level of en-
richment in part of the
barn.

All manner of mate-
rials were added to en-
able the pigs to express
their natural behaviour,
such as chewing and
rooting.

“The pigs in the en-
riched barn visibly ben-
efited from the enrich-
ment and proved to be
more resilient because
they recovered faster
and were less affected
by the disease,” she
said.

Disease and other
disruptions are caused
by a variety of factors
and can never be com-
pletely prevented.

Hence, resilience in
animals is important so
that they can recover
more easily.

Enriching the pig
living environment and
encouraging a proper
day-night rhythm in
cows are two examples
of strategies farmers
can deploy to enhance
their livestock’s resil-
ience and positively im-
pact their health.
Predictive factors

In addition to influ-
encing resilience, Dr
Van Dixhoorn’s disser-
tation also shows pos-
sible predictive factors

uenced

for resilience can be
identified.

“You may determine
an animal’s  sensi-
tivity before a problem
arises,’ she said.

“That makes timely
interventions possible,
thus supporting these
animals and preventing
health and wellness is-
sues.”

Resilience in animals
is best described as the
capacity to overcome
disease and other dis-
ruptions and the re-
covery speed.

This study forms an
excellent example of
how Wageningen Uni-
versity & Research
works to support animal
health and wellbeing by
bolstering their natural
abilities and in doing
so contributing to their
health and humane live-
stock farming. 5
Wageningen Univer-
sity & Research

Drlngrid van Dixhoorn

Resilience animals display in the face of disruptions can be predicted. Pigs in an enriched barn
proved to be more resilient — recovering faster and less affected by lung infections.

INTESTINAL health
remains central to ef-
ficient pork produc-
tion, particularly as
producers manage
rising feed costs, per-
formance variability
and reduced antibi-
otic reliance.

Recent industry en-
gagement has rein-
forced the importance
of structured nutri-
tional strategies, espe-
cially at key stages of
the production cycle.

During recent Intes-
tinal Health focused
visits, Kemin product
manager Pamela
Canlas highlighted
how Kemin solutions
support gut health
through premium acid
blends and targeted
essential oil solutions
as part of an inte-
grated farm manage-
ment approach.

Within this frame-
work, Acid LAC Pre-
mium Dry and Acid

LAC Premium Liquid
continue to play a cen-
tral role.

Both products are
staples of the Kemin
Australia portfolio and
are widely recognised
as trusted organic acid
blends targeting intes-
tinal health.

With both dry and
liquid available, the
Acid LAC range sup-
ports all production
systems and feeding
programs, offering

flexibility across on
farm and feed mill
applications.

Used at crucial times
during the production
cycle, Acid LAC Pre-
mium supports a bal-
anced microbial envi-
ronment, contributes
to overall system effi-
ciency and provides a
cost effective acidifi-
cation solution as part
of broader intestinal
health programs. -
Kemin

Acid LAC™

Where Acid Synergy Drives Performance and Value

|

Formulated with a synergistic blend of organic acids, Acid LAC™ Premium Dry
and Acid LAC™ Premium Liquid help optimize feed and water conditions by
effectively reducing pH. This supports a balanced microbial environment and contributes
to overall system efficiency, offering a cost-effective acidification solution.

© Kemin Industries, Inc. and its group of companies 2026. All rights reserved. ® ™ Trademarks of Kemin Industries, Inc., U.S.A.
Certain statements may not be applicable in all geographic regions. Product labeling and associated claims may differ based upon regulatory requirements.

KEMI}

Compelled by Curiosity™

Kemin (Australia) Pty. Limited

Phone: +612 98445700
Email: australia@kemin.com / greg.heeney@kemin.com
www.kemin.com
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Scientific advances in enzymatic detoxification offer new strategies to
mitigate hidden costs and protect both animal welfare and farm profit-
ability.

Figure 1. Degradation of FB1 to TCA and HFB1 (time 0 to 120min) with
FUMzyme (activity 17.7 U/L).

Figure 2. Degradation of 1T0ppm ZEN to the detoxified form (HZEN) by
20 U ZENzyme/kg feed (corresponds to 1kg MPL 5.Z per ton of feed).
Complete biotransformation after 2 minutes.

MYCOTOXINS are
secondary metabolites
produced by fungi
when they infect cereal
plants during growth
and grain storage.

They pose a persistent
and complex challenge
in pig production.

Despite  improve-
ments in agricultural
and storage practices,
contamination of feed
ingredients with myco-
toxins such as deoxyni-
valenol, zearalenone,
fumonisins, aflatoxins
and ochratoxin A re-
mains almost unavoid-
able.

While severe myco-
toxin contamination
of animal feeds leads
to clear clinical signs
— including feed re-
fusal and organ failure
— low-level or subclin-
ical exposure, even at
levels below regulatory
limits, can silently un-
dermine animal health,
growth and produc-
tivity, impacting herd
profitability — without
presenting any visible
symptoms.

Emerging research
and industry data show
that subclinical myco-
toxin contamination is
widespread and that its
effects extend far be-
yond the published reg-
ulatory guidelines for
contamination levels.

Fortunately, scientific
advances particularly

in enzymatic detoxifi-
cation offer new strate-
gies to mitigate these
hidden costs and pro-
tect both animal wel-
fare and farm profit-
ability.
Understanding sub-
clinical mycotoxin
exposure

Subclinical exposure
refers to toxin levels
below official guid-
ance thresholds, such
as those defined by the
European Union.

At these concentra-
tions, pigs show no
obvious symptoms, yet
physiological and meta-
bolic disruptions occur.

These often go unno-
ticed but can signifi-
cantly impair perfor-
mance and immune
competence over time.

Mycotoxin contami-
nation is rarely limited
to a single toxin.

Multi-mycotoxin con-
tamination is the norm,
not the exception.

Data from the dsm-
firmenich global survey
program (January
to December 2025)
showed that 83 percent
of the over 25,000 feed
samples analysed con-
tained more than one
mycotoxin.

These toxins can in-
teract additively or
synergistically, ampli-
fying the negative con-
sequences even when
each toxin alone is at a
‘safe’ level.

Hidden impacts
on pig health and
performance
Growth and feed
efficiency

One of the earliest and
most economically rel-
evant consequences of
low-level mycotoxin ex-
posure is a reduction in
average daily gain and
feed efficiency.

Though pigs may con-
tinue eating normally,
feed conversion rates
decline subtly.

Over time, this leads
to lower final weights,
longer finishing periods
and higher feed costs
per kilogram of gain.
Gut integrity and
function

The intestine is a key
target organ for many
mycotoxins.

Even low concentra-
tions can increase gut
permeability,  alter
villus morphology and
weaken barrier func-
tion.

These changes allow
bacteria and endotoxins
to translocate from the
gut into tissues or the
bloodstream, fuelling
chronic low-grade in-
flammation that saps
growth and immunity.
Immune suppression
and vaccine response

Subclinical mycotoxin
exposure is known to
impair both innate and
adaptive immune re-
sponses.

Pigs fed contaminated

diets may show reduced
lymphocyte prolifera-
tion, lower antibody ti-
ters after vaccination
and increased suscepti-
bility to infections.

The immune-modu-
lating effects of DON
have been widely docu-
mented, highlighting
how hidden contamina-
tion can erode disease
resilience in apparently
healthy herds.

Organ and cellular
effects

Microscopic exami-
nation often reveals
lesions in the liver,
kidneys or lungs and
oxidative stress at the
cellular level.

Such damage, though
invisible in day-to-day
herd management, can
reduce organ func-
tion and limit the pig’s
ability to metabolise

other toxins or drugs.
Reproductive
disruption

Toxins with estro-

genic activity, espe-
cially ZEN, pose spe-
cific risks for gilts and
SOWS.

Even at low levels,
ZEN can disturb oes-
trous cycles, delay pu-
berty, lower conception
rates and reduce litter
sizes.

Chronic low exposure
can therefore have cu-
mulative reproductive
costs across production
cycles.
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Five reasons to consider subclinical mycotoxin
contamination in pig feed and how to mitigate it

e from P18
Why traditional mit-
igation is not enough

Conventional — my-
cotoxin management
strategies such as im-
proved crop storage,
toxin binders and
periodic testing have
clear benefits but also
limitations.

Adsorbents are effec-
tive primarily against
aflatoxins, which bind
readily to clays and
other materials.

However, most non-
adsorbable toxins
such as DON, ZEN
and FUM remain bio-
logically active even
in the presence of
binders.

Given that low-level
exposure is often un-
detectable and multi-
toxin  interactions
are common, a more
targeted and reliable
approach that neutral-
ises toxins before ab-
sorption and supports
the animal’s natural
defence systems is re-
quired.

Enzymatic detoxifi-
cation the next gen-
eration of mycotoxin
control

Recent advances in
biotechnology have en-
abled the development
of specific enzymes
capable of irreversibly
degrading mycotoxins
into harmless com-
pounds within the pigs’
gastrointestinal tract.

Unlike general
binders, these enzymes
act through biotrans-
formation, breaking
down the toxin’s mo-
lecular structure and
rendering it non-toxic.

The discovery pro-
cess often begins with

screening  environ-
mental microorgan-
isms that naturally

metabolise mycotoxins
such as bacteria or
fungi.

Once identified, the
enzyme responsible for
this activity is isolated,
expressed, optimised
through enzyme engi-
neering and formulated
for stability in feed.

The economic and
welfare benefits

Addressing subclin-
ical mycotoxin expo-
sure yields measurable
returns.

Producers who reduce
toxin-related growth
suppression and im-
mune compromise can
expect:

e Improved feed con-
version and faster
growth rates

e Better vaccine re-
sponse and reduced
medication costs

e Higher reproductive
performance and litter
consistency

e Lower chronic in-
flammation and im-
proved animal welfare.
Conclusion

Subclinical myco-
toxin contamination in
pig feed represents a
hidden but substantial
threat to productivity,
health and profitability.

Even when levels
remain below legal
limits, chronic low
exposure can under-
mine gut function,

immunity, organ health
and reproduction.

Traditional —mitiga-
tion strategies alone are
insufficient to address
the full complexity of
multi-toxin contamina-
tion.

The advent of en-
zyme-based detoxifica-
tion technologies marks
a breakthrough in pre-
cision mycotoxin man-
agement.

By directly and ir-
reversibly neutralising
key toxins within the
gastrointestinal tract,
these enzymes protect
pigs from the silent toll
of subclinical expo-
sure, while enhancing
overall performance
and welfare.

As global feed con-
tamination data con-
tinue to highlight the
prevalence of multiple
mycotoxins, integrating
broad-based scientifi-
cally validated solutions
is no longer optional but
essential for sustain-
able, high-performance
pig production. 5
dsm-firmenich

delivers practical outcomes
B Win for Australian pork industry

THE Australian pork
industry has achieved
a positive and prac-
tical outcome, with
updates now ap-
proved to the ‘Meat
hygiene assessment —
product monitoring’

guidelines.
This result was
delivered through

close collaboration
between Australian
Pork Limited, ex-
port pork abattoirs
and the Department
of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Forestry.
After MHA 3 was
introduced, proces-
sors raised concerns
about increased la-
bour, trimming and
compliance issues
caused by single pig
hair strands being
treated as food
safety defects.

In response, APL

worked with all
seven export ac-
credited pork abat-
toirs to commission
a national DAFF-
aligned research
project to assess the
real food safety risk.

The research
clearly showed that
single or scattered
pig hairs do not
pose a food safety
risk.

Based on this sci-
ence, APL provided
evidence-based rec-
ommendations to
DAFF, which have
now been accepted.

The updated MHA
3 guidelines reclas-
sify pig hair con-
tamination - ex-
cluding single hair
strands from defect
scoring for pork.

This change will
reduce unnecessary

trimming, lower la-
bour costs and ease
compliance pres-
sure, while main-
taining Australia’s
high food safety and
export standards.

It demonstrates the
value of science-led
decision making
and strong industry
collaboration.

For more informa-
tion about this pro-
ject, contact APL
program manager
integrity and product
quality Dr Vaibhav
Gole on vaibhav.
gole@australian
pork.com.au 5
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The gilt development process requires significant investment in
resources, including feed, genetics, management and such.

A fully developed gilt is not profitable with her first litter.

B How development drives lifetime sow productivity

GILTS represent
the future of your
breeding herd, so
being equipped to care
for them at key life
phases is critical.

There’s a lot that
goes into developing
robust gilts — from
their growth, body
condition and struc-
tural soundness to re-
productive potential
and health.

Gilts live in distinct
production phases in a
relatively short period
of time.

Because of this, gilt
development is not a
single step but a com-
plex program that
leads gilts through
several key stages —
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growing, selection and
acclimation, breeding
and farrowing — with
distinct needs at each
step.

The gilt development
process requires sig-
nificant investment in
resources, including
feed, genetics, man-
agement and such.

However, gilts are
often the most fre-
quently culled fe-
male from the swine
breeding herd, with
between 38.5-51.1 per-
cent of gilts not being
retained in the herd.

Culled gilts are not
able to contribute to
breeding herd perfor-
mance, so the invest-
ment is lost and doubly
costs more to bring in
yet another gilt.

The gilt development
process sets the foun-
dation for everything
that happens down-
stream as she enters
the breeding herd.

She needs to be pro-
vided everything pos-
sible for her to meet
her full potential and
become a successful
SOW.

From gilt to sow
— laying the founda-
tion for success

Gilt  development
can be divided into
three phases — the de-
veloping gilt, the se-
lected/bred gilt and
the  farrowing/lac-
tating gilt — each with
its own requirements
and management prac-
tices.

During the growth
phase, the gilt needs
to develop the physical
and skeletal frame-
work to not only
carry herself but also
carry and care for her
progeny, either in utero
or during lactation.

Skeletal development
should be robust to
support the gilt and
litter.

Her feet and legs
are also key, so she
can get up and move
around, which is es-
pecially important in

pen-based gestation

systems.
During growth, the
gilt must maintain

good body condition,
which needs to be ad-
equate to supply her
energy needs but not
so much as to impede
the farrowing process.
The gilt continues
to grow and develop
through her first lac-
tation, so her body
fat reserves need to
help her maintain her
growth pattern and
nourish the group of
piglets she’s carrying
and feeding.
Mammary develop-
ment is also important
— not only the uni-
formity of the under-
line and proper teat
anatomy but also the
glandular tissue that
produces milk and
duct development.

A sow’s total milk
production can rival
that of a dairy cow
because she’s letting
milk down every hour
for her piglets.

Once pregnancy oc-
curs, the mammary
gland will see a great
deal of glandular de-
velopment because of
pregnancy-related hor-
mones, but its poten-
tial is preset during the
gilt’s growth phase.
From a health stand-
point, there can be
short-term impacts of
disease on developing
gilts.

To overcome the
challenge, a gilt will

divert body resources
toward resolving the
infection and clinical
disease, which can
limit her growth or fu-
ture performance.

The other health im-
pact is the colonisa-
tion or establishment
of certain bacterial or
viral diseases.

Some diseases need
a certain amount of
time to be cleared
before the gilt stops
shedding.

As an example, if a
mycoplasma-negative
gilt is going into a
mycoplasma-positive
sow farm, she needs
to be exposed to my-
coplasma by about 80
days of age, so she has
time to clear the path-
ogen and not infect her
first litter.

This acclimation pe-
riod varies by path-
ogen, but it is an im-
portant step in gilt de-
velopment to stabilise
herd disease status.

Successfully transi-
tioning a gilt through
her first gestation and
first lactation and re-
maining in the herd for
another parity can be a
fairly big feat, which is
why producers should
focus more on the gilt
during growth and de-
velopment.
Understanding prof-
itability and parity

A fully developed
gilt is not profitable
with her first litter.

On average, she will

@ continued P21

Gilt development doesn’t stop when she
becomes a parity 1 sow.
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not break even until
she’s had over three
litters (parities),
whether she was
raised on farm or if
she was purchased
from a genetics com-
pany.

There are manage-
ment practices that
can help set up a gilt
for breeding herd
success, such as boar
exposure and heat/
no service.

Boar exposure
stimulates gilt repro-
duction by inducing
puberty and oestrus
through a combi-
nation of olfactory
(smell), visual, au-
ditory and tactile
stimuli that activates
the gilt’s hormonal
system to advance
sexual maturity.

With HNS, after a
gilt has her first con-
firmed heat cycle,
she is typically bred
on her second heat

cycle, which can
lead to higher far-
rowing rates and

more pigs born over
her lifetime.

This means she
may become profit-
able sooner.
Optimising the
wean-to-rebreed
interval

Gilt development
doesn’t stop when
she becomes a parity
1 sow.

Investing in gilt care

She will continue
to grow through her
first lactation, pos-
sibly leading to met-
abolic stress if she
loses body condition
while growing.

These parity 1
SOWS may require
extra attention and
monitoring before
they return to the
breeding herd.

As this is her first
time in the farrowing
house, she may also
need to adjust to a
new type of feeder
or water drinker.

Throughout the
gilt  development
process, gilts have
unique needs that
caregivers should
provide to ensure
gilts’ success in the
breeding herd.

Caregivers working
with gilts should be
trained on specific
management prac-
tices, such as boar
exposure and moni-
toring for puberty.

Spending  extra
time caring for gilts
and putting specific
management prac-
tices in place will
ensure longevity of
the gilt in the herd
and ultimately prof-
itability from in-
vesting in her. 5
Dr Kimberly
Vonnahme and
Dr Micah Jansen
Zoetis

High stocking density negatively
Impacts pigs’ night-time rest

HIGH stocking den-
sity, where large num-
bers of animals are
housed within limited
space, is a common
practice in conven-
tional pig farming sys-
tems.

This can affect pig
welfare in multiple
ways — increasing tail
biting and pen fouling,
impacting growth and
restricting pig ability
to express highly moti-
vated behaviours.

Night rest is an es-
pecially important be-
havioural component of
animal welfare.

However, high
stocking density may
disrupt this behaviour.

In mammals, sleep
deprivation has been
linked to immunosup-
pression,  increased
sensitivity to pain, hor-
monal changes and in-
creased risk of death.

This study, conducted
in Denmark, focused
on pig night rest during
an 1l-week fattening
period and investigated
how different stocking
densities affected where
pigs rested.

One hundred and
ninety-seven pigs were
assigned to three dif-
ferent stocking density
treatments — 0.7m2/
pig (I8 pigs per pen),
1.4m2/pig (9 pigs per

pen) or 2.Im2/pig (6
pigs per pen).

On weeks two, five
and 10, overnight videos
were collected and
scanned every 10 min-
utes to record the pro-
portion of pigs resting
on different floor types
(solid, drained, slatted)
and the proximity to
other pigs (alone, close
contact, full contact).

Findings showed sig-
nificant  differences
in night rest between
groups.

While all groups spent

around 95 percent of
the time lying down,
pigs in the lowest den-
sity treatment (2.1m2/
pig) and therefore with
the highest agency to
choose where to sleep,
were more likely to rest
alone on the preferred
solid floor with a scat-
tering of straw, while
pigs in the highest den-
sity treatment (0.7m2/
pig) were more likely to
rest in full body contact
on the least preferred
slatted floor.

These results suggest

high stocking densi-
ties (low space allow-
ances) may negatively
impact pig rest quality
by reducing the avail-
ability of preferred
clean/dry resting areas
and forcing pigs into
closer proximity than
preferred when space
allows.

These findings add to
existing evidence that
legal space minimums
for pigs require recon-
sideration to better sup-
port pig welfare.

For more on the

‘Space density affects
resting location and
proximity of fattening
pigs at night’ study, scan
the QR code below. &
RSPCA Animal
Welfare Science
Update

Fig. 1: Probability of a pig lying on the solid, drained or slatted floor for each treatment at week
2,5 and 10. Model estimates + 95 % confidence intervals. 0.7M: 18 pigs per pen (0.7 m2 per pig),
1.4M:9 pigs per pen (1.4 m2 per pig);, 2.1M: 6 pigs per pen (2.1 m2 per pig). Post-hoc analysis was
conducted to compare treatments within each location for each week, while only the significant
pair-wise comparisons are shown. * P< 0.05, ** P< 0.01, *** P< 0.001.

BONDOR
SN
metecno

dsm-firmenich ese

www.porknews.com.au

Australian Pork Newspaper, May 2026 — Page 21


https://porknews.com.au
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1871141326000302
https://www.pix.au/conf26

Here s'myGard

THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the
right people for any number of specialist
services and facilities in the pig industry.

Whatever the job you need to accomplish,
here’s a group of business cards that

guarantee you the best available.
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Dr Adam Heeley BVMedSci (Hons) BVMBVS
National Key Account Manager - Livestock

Livestock Business Segment

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia

Level 1,78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde, NSW, 2113
Mobile: 0412 438 425
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Livestock Business Segment

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Level
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Rose McFarlane

Regional Key Account Manager - Livestock
Livestock Business Segment

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Level
1,78 Waterloo Road

North Ryde, NSW, 2113

Mobile: 0408 459 356

Customer Care: 1800 808 691
E-mail: samuel.custodio@boehringer-ingelheim.com
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E-mail: adam.heeley@boehringer-ingelheim.com

— Australian
ll Now available
in colour,
NEWSPAPER

Advertise your
business card here
call 0450672 553

www.porknews.com.au

Dr Peter Bracken
Technical Services Manager ANZ - Livestock
Livestock Business Segment

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia
Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road

North Ryde, NSW, 2113

Mobile: 0408 422 240

Customer Care: 1800 808 691

E-mail: peter.bracken@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Eco Shelter Systems
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Piggery Blinds
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feed. grow. thrive.
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THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the
right people for any number of specialist
services and facilities in the pig industry.
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here’s a group of business cards that
guarantee you the best available.
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\We embrace new technologies and the opportunities that they bring

\We are passionate about enhancing both your experience and your business by using
the latest technology and insights to develop the best, most complete solutions for the
challenges facing the swine industry.

Our mission extends beyond addressing your immediate needs; we're dedicated to
creating a better future for generations to come.

to discuss how
together we can build the resilience needed to withstand the challenges ahead.

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113.
ABN 53071 187 285. © 2024 Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AU-SWN-0003-2025
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