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LAST month, pork 
producers, delegates, 
the Australian Pork 
Limited Board and 
state pork organisa-
tions came together 
on the Gold Coast for 
our pork industry’s 
first delegates forum of 
2026.

These forums are a 
vital platform for dis-
cussing the key is-
sues and opportunities 
shaping our industry 
and for sharing APL’s 
work across research, 
innovation, policy and 
marketing to support a 
thriving pork sector.

They also provide a 
valuable opportunity to 
hear directly from pro-
ducers at the farm gate.

Attendees heard from 
members of APL’s 
marketing, policy and 
research, innovation 
and extension teams, 
who provided key pro-
ject updates and out-
lined future priorities. 

The program also 
included valuable up-
dates from several 
guest speakers. 

Grains Research and 
Development Corpo-
ration chair Sharon 
Starick shared a grains 
market update. 

Sharon stated that 
despite the uncertainty 
for grain producers – 
largely driven by high 
input costs such as fer-
tiliser and diesel short-
ages – and ongoing dry 
conditions in several 
growing regions across 
the country, grain pro-
duction is forecast to 
remain strong overall. 

Delegates also 
heard insights from 
the US pork industry 
from American pro-
ducers Erin and 
Tim Brenneman of 

Brenneman Pork.
The Department of 

Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries provided 
an update on how the 
government is sup-
porting the agricultural 
sector, including pork, 
through its dedicated 
Fuel Taskforce. 

The government rec-
ognises the strategic 
importance of agri-
culture and has com-
mitted $14.8 billion to 
strengthening fuel and 
fertiliser security. 

Measures include 
increased reserves, 
improved storage ca-
pacity and exploration 
of domestic refining 
capability.

APL was also pleased 
to provide an update on 
the industry’s perfor-
mance and our work 
since the October 2025 
delegates forum. 

Pork production is 
slightly ahead of last 
year, up 1.45 percent 
year to date. 

As of April 2026, the 
national sow herd sits 
at 287,250, with total 
slaughters for 2025-26 
forecast at 5.75 million 
head.

Domestically, pork 
continues to outper-
form the broader fresh 
meat category, which is 
flat overall. 

Pork volume growth 
is sitting at plus 0.5 per-

cent to April 2026, and 
pork now holds 12.37 
percent share of fresh 
meat on a rolling 52-
week basis, primarily 
driven by mince. 

Stir fry and roast are 
also contributing to 
growth. 

Pork’s relative afford-
ability compared with 
beef and lamb remains 
a compelling proposi-
tion for value seeking 
consumers.

Meanwhile, exports 
have plateaued slightly 
following China’s 
entry into the Singa-
pore market. 

APL is monitoring 
this situation closely 
and is exploring op-
tions, in collaboration 
with the Board and 
industry, regarding 
ongoing investment in 
Singapore and explora-
tion of new markets.

APL has made strong 
progress against its 
2025-30 strategic plan. 

By December 2025, 
the industry had 
achieved a $220 mil-
lion increase in incre-
mental gross value of 
production – more than 
double the target for 
that point in time. 

This growth has been 
driven primarily by 
price, laying a strong 
foundation for the in-
dustry’s ambition to 
add $1 billion to farm 

gate value by 2030.
As APL enters its 

second annual op-
erating plan under 
the 2025-30 strategic 
plan, the focus is on 
consolidating gains 
and driving continued 
growth. 

Detail on our final-
ised FY26-27 AOP 
will be shared with in-
dustry early in the new 
financial year. 

As always, I would 
like to sincerely thank 
all those from the pork 
industry who took the 
time away from their 
own farms and opera-
tions to participate in 
this forum and repre-
sent the views and is-
sues of members. 

This year’s forum was 
held at the Food with 
Purpose conference – 
which APL is proud to 
deliver in partnership 
with the Poultry Infor-
mation Exchange and 
Australasian Milling 
Conference – so it was 
a pleasure to also have 
the chance to meet 
more members of our 
industry. 

The conference fea-
tured its largest ever 
trade hall showing, 
with more than 200 
exhibitors. 

APL’s trade stall was 
well attended by in-
dustry, and the team 
enjoyed strong engage-
ment with delegates, 
stakeholders and visi-
tors throughout the 
duration of the confer-
ence – with particular 
interest in APL’s re-
search and innovation 
initiatives, including 
the PigPass 2.0 app 
and recent sustain-
ability projects. 

The objective of the 
Food with Purpose 

event is to convoke to 
share knowledge, ideas 
and innovation to fur-
ther advance our food 
and livestock indus-
tries. 

One of the wonderful 
things about this con-
ference is it brings 
together people from 
across industries who 
otherwise would not 
have the chance to con-
nect. 

In the uncertain times 
that we all find our-
selves in, it’s never 
been more important to 
meet and share learn-
ings across all areas 
that are impacting our 
supply chain and con-
nect with one another. 

I’m grateful APL 
had the opportunity to 
work with our partners 
at PIX and AMC again 
this year, along with all 
of the sponsors, exhibi-
tors and speakers. 

This year’s program 
covered a range of 
topics reflecting the 
trends and issues im-
pacting our industry, 
from the importance 
of protein as part of 
a well-balanced diet to 
building a strong and 
resilient workforce on 
farm. 

Another highlight of 
the conference was the 
pork industry dinner, 
which raised more than 
$5000 for FightMND, 
a cause APL has 
proudly supported for 
many years.

Overall, both Food 
with Purpose and the 
delegates forum were 
valuable opportunities 
to strengthen connec-
tions, share ideas and 
celebrate the collective 
commitment to ad-
vancing our industry. 

Point of View
by MARGO ANDRAE

CEO

APL delegates forum and Food with Purpose
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2026

JUN 2-4 – VIV Europe 2026 – Utrecht, The 
Netherlands. https://www.viveurope.nl
JUN 3-4 – World Pork Expo 2026 – Des 
Moines, USA. https://www.worldpork.org
JUN 16-19 – IPVS 2026 – Ho Chi Minh, 
Vietnam. https://ipvs2026.vn/
JUN 24-26 – Livestock Philippines – 
Manila, The Philippines. https://www.
livestockphilippines.com
JUL 12-15 – National Pork Industry 
Conference 2026 –  Wisconsin USA. 
https://www.porkconference.com
AUG 19-21 – VIV Select China 2026 –  
Shanghai, China. https://china.viv.net
AUG 25 & 26 – Minitube Porcine TechDays, 
Golden Point, Victoria. https://form.jotform.
com/260257675984068
SEP 19-22 – Allen D. Leman Swine 
Conference 2026 – St Paul Minnesota, 
USA. https://lemanconference.umn.edu
SEP 22-24 – Expomeat 2026 – Sao Paulo, 
Brazil. https://www.expomeat.com.br/
OCT 6-8 – International PRRS Symposium 
2026 – Barcelona, Spain. https://iprrs2026.
org
OCT 21-23 – Pork Expo Mexico – 
Aguascalientes, Mexico. http://pork-expo.
org/

0450 672 553
porknews.com.au

How to supply event details: 
Send all details to Australian Pork 
Newspaper, PO Box 162, Wynnum, 
Qld 4178, call 0450 672 553 or email 
design@collins.media

Pork Industry
Calendar of Events

THE International 
Wild Pig Conference, 
held in Montgomery 
Alabama in the US 
from April 20-22, pro-
vided a perfect oppor-
tunity to hear directly 
from US feral pig 
specialists and man-
agement practitioners 
about the damage 
pigs are causing to 
agricultural and en-
vironmental assets in 
America and the con-
trol programs being 
used to tackle them.

Like Australia, feral 
pigs are a high-impact 
invasive species in 
the US and the esti-
mated minimum an-
nual damage bill to 
American agriculture 
is A$4.76 billion. 

Their control is 
challenged by dif-
fering state regula-
tions, ranging from 
unrestricted hunting to 
total bans on killing 
them to encourage 
population control. 

Intentional stocking 
for hunting, escapes 
from fenced shooting 
operations and con-
tinued human-medi-
ated translocation of 
feral pigs add to the 
problem.

At the conference, 
US Department of Ag-
riculture’s Animal and 
Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service national 

feral swine damage 
management coor-
dinator Dana Cole 
explained that feral 
pig numbers in the 
US expanded rapidly 
through the 1980s and 
1990s.

Records show feral 
pigs spread from 18 
states in 1982 to 38 
states by 2011. 

In 2014, 48 states in 
the US reported the 
presence of feral pigs.

While cooperative 
agreements and man-
agement activities 
were being run at that 
time by those states 
being heavily im-
pacted by feral pigs, 
US Congress recog-
nised that a focused 
national effort was 
needed. 

In 2014, A$27.98 mil-
lion was appropriated 
to commence funding 
of the National Feral 
Swine Damage Man-
agement Program. 

This program is 
managed by the US-

DA’s APHIS Wildlife 
Services. 

This national pro-
gram was set up to 
manage the agricul-
tural, environmental, 
animal health and 
human health risks 
caused by feral swine 
in America.

In the 2018 Farm Bill, 
a newly established 
Feral Swine Eradica-
tion and Control Pilot 
Program received 
A$104.92 million over 
five years. 

These funds were 
split between USDA’s 
APHIS Wildlife Ser-
vices and National Re-
sources Conservation 
Service to establish a 
pilot program to eradi-
cate feral swine and to 
help mitigate damage. 

Pilot projects were 
funded in targeted 
areas in 12 states. 

Each pilot project 
was designed around 
local needs, including 
available resources, 
priority areas, land-

holder interest, feral 
swine distribution and 
the assets needing pro-
tection, which helped 
lift engagement and 
improve outcomes. 

Work done by APHIS 
Wildlife Services sup-
ported direct control, 
while the NRCS pro-
vided assistance to 
producers through 
grants with non-
federal partners and 
their work focused on 
outreach, education, 
research, training for 
landowners, loaning of 
traps and some man-
agement work.

The program was 
again funded in 2025 
in the Big Bold Beau-
tiful Bill, split 50:50 
between APHIS 
Wildlife Services and 
NRCS. 

Twelve states are 
eligible to apply for 
funding based on feral 
pig densities, issues 
and impacts caused. 

These are Alabama, 
Arkansas, Georgia, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, 
California, Florida, 
Oklahoma and Texas. 

This program will be 
rolled out over coming 
months. 

The overarching goal 
of this national pro-
gram is to eradicate 
feral swine and reduce 
their invaded range in 
the US by using dif-
ferentiated strategies 
for eradication-feasible 
states versus damage-
reduction states. 

A third objective was 
recently added to sup-
port those states where 
pigs have been eradi-
cated, or are present 
at very low densities, 
by applying advanced 
monitoring tech-
nology, encouraging 
the use of the citizen 
science app ‘Squeal 

by HEATHER CHANNON
National Feral Pig

Management Coordinator

Learning from US to strengthen our feral pig management efforts
Daniel Lewer (Hunter Land Management), Barry Kelly (PigBaitta), the author and John Scriven (SWQROC).

The author with Dana Cole.
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BASF Rodent Solution 
for every situation…

Storm® Secure Wax Block

Storm® Soft Bait

Selontra® Soft Bait
Premium solution for all-year round use, in or off 
building placement and high-pressure infestations.

For rapid clean out of hard to control infestations. 
Higher fat and oil content makes it perfect for a 
winter baiting programme.

A cost effective and convenient maintenance product. 
The compressed grain blocks are perfect for a summer 
baiting programme.

on Pigs’ by the gen-
eral public (including 
hunters) and providing 
rapid response ca-
pacity.

Strong partnerships 
across federal, state, 
territorial, tribal and 
local agencies, private 
land managers and ac-
ademic organisations 
have been essential to 
the delivery of project 
outcomes. 

For example, the 
14 NRCS partners 
leading projects in 
their states worked 
with another 59 agen-
cies directly delivering 
projects and a further 
68 providing in-kind 
support. 

Since 2014, feral pigs 
have been eradicated 
from 12 states and 
substantially reduced 
in six more. 

A total of 29 states 
and three US territo-
ries are now working 
to eradicate feral swine 
and/or reduce damage. 

It has been estimated 
that resources valued 
at A$56.24 billion 
have been protected by 
the NFSDMP over its 
first eight years of op-
eration by preventing 
the spread of feral pig 
populations. 

One of the biggest 
ongoing risks is the 
movement of feral pigs 
by people. 

USDA genetic work 
indicates pigs are 
being moved both 

within regions and 
over long distances, 
which means policy, 
enforcement and com-
munity support all 
matter if control pro-
grams are to succeed.

The NFSDMP is 
closely tied to biosecu-
rity in the US. 

Active surveillance 
for African swine 
fever virus as well as 
brucellosis, classical 
swine fever, foot and 
mouth disease and 
pseudorabies is part 
of the program, with 
over 6000 feral pig 
samples collected per 
year – linking wild pig 
management with the 
protection of livestock, 
humans and wildlife.

While challenges and 
resourcing differs be-
tween Australia and 
the US, we share the 
need for sustained, 
coordinated and evi-
dence-based feral pig 
control programs to 
effectively manage im-
pacts from feral pigs 
and reduce their popu-
lations. 

A clear message 
from the American ex-
perience is that long-
term results depend on 
strong partnerships be-
tween all stakeholders 
including landholders, 
government agencies, 
researchers, private 
organisations and uni-
versities.

Opportunities to 
share knowledge and 
insights about feral pig 

management and mon-
itoring approaches 
being used, developed 
and trialled in both 
Australia and in the 
US will be progressed 
through the National 
Feral Pig Action Plan 
with USDA APHIS 
staff. 

There is still so much 
to learn from one an-
other to better support 
Australian farmers 
and land managers to 
continuously improve 
the effectiveness, effi-
cacy and efficiency of 
feral pig management 
to reduce their exten-
sive impacts.

Snapshots of pres-
entations made at the 
International Wild Pig 
Conference are being 
published in the Na-
tional Feral Pig Action 
Plan’s monthly news-
letter. 

To subscribe, scan 
the QR code below.
Welcome Michelle 
Kent

In late April, we wel-
comed Michelle Kent 
into the NFPMC Pro-
ject Officer role to 
support work to deliver 
the National Feral Pig 
Action Plan. 

Michelle brings over 
15 years’ experience in 
environmental project 
management across 
the Victorian Govern-
ment, local govern-
ment and consultancy, 
including invasive spe-
cies programs. 

Michelle is very ex-

perienced in stake-
holder and commu-
nity engagement and 
is passionate about 
helping people make 
sense of science and 
policy, and translating 
this into practical, 
achievable and mean-
ingful action. 

Michelle can be con-
tacted at michelle.
kent@feralpigs.com.
au or mobile 0427 613 
138.

If you’d like to dis-
cuss the content of 
this article or have any 
questions related to ef-
fective feral pig man-
agement, contact me 
on Heather.Channon@
feralpigs.com.au or 
0423 056 045. 

The USDA’s feral swine populations by county map 2025.

Learning from US to strengthen our feral pig management efforts

NFPMC Project Officer 
Michelle Kent.

Scan to subscribe to 
the monthly newslet-
ter.
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THE porcine industry 
is evolving rapidly, 
with advances in repro-
duction technology, ge-
netics, biosecurity, nu-
trition and farm man-
agement shaping the 
future of production. 

In this environment, 
opportunities to share 
knowledge and prac-
tical experience are 
more valuable than 
ever.

Minitube TechDays 
Porcine 2026 brings to-
gether producers, vet-
erinarians, researchers 
and industry leaders for 
two days focused on in-
novation, collaboration 
and real-world solu-
tions for modern pork 
production.

This year’s program 
covers the full produc-
tion journey – from 
boar stud management 
through to sow perfor-
mance and breeding 
efficiency.

Boar Day highlights 
topics including col-
lection quality, semen 
assessment, hygiene 

and extender prepara-
tion, use of progressive 
motility data, genetic 
indexing and smarter 
stewardship in semen 
extenders. 

Interactive dem-
onstrations of the 
Minitube Eco system 
will also showcase in-
tegrated production 
technologies in action.

Sow Day focuses on 
semen storage and bi-
osecurity, gilt manage-
ment, nutrition strate-
gies to maximise viable 
born alive, artificial 
insemination technolo-
gies and the economics 
of pregnancy detection.

Most importantly, 
TechDays is about 
bringing people to-
gether – through expert 
presentations, practical 
demonstrations and 
open discussion.

The event provides a 
platform for learning, 
collaboration and new 
ideas that will help 
drive the industry for-
ward. 
Minitube

Driving innovation 
across Australia’s 
porcine industry

LONG partial to black 
pudding – or blood 
sausage or black sau-
sage – especially for 
breakfast annually on 
St Patrick’s Day at 
my local Irish Club, I 
recently ventured be-
yond, ever so slightly, 
buying a few Spanish 
morcilla sausages.

With Irish heritage 
(my Christian name 
should be a giveaway) 
and plenty of time 
working alongside a 
good friend and bril-
liant Irish/Kiwi writer 
Eammon Conaghan, 
it’s no surprise that my 
taste buds burst with 
delight when enjoying 
the ‘black stuff’, espe-
cially when made with 
pig’s blood… surely 
not a revelation?

The four pack of lo-
cally made Spanish 

morcilla sausages at 
$45/kg – therefore ef-
fectively $5 per fat 
little sausage – was 
money well spent. 

I’m always happy 
to spend top dollar 
on sausages as an as-
surance, hopefully 
at least, of taste and 
quality.

My father, when 
farming deer in 
Western Australia 
back in the day, made 
the best venison sau-

sages under his brand 
Venison La Royale, in 
partnership with the 
‘prince of flesh’ Vince 
Garreffa of Mondo de 
Carne. 

They too were priced 
at a premium, as all 
top shelf smallgoods 
should be.

So, let’s get back to 
Spanish morcilla.

Morcilla is a sausage 
that, like chorizo, is 
very much a part of the 
ritual of the ‘slaughter’ 
in Spain. 

Extended family, 
friends and neigh-
bours get together in 
small towns all over 
the country to sacri-
fice their fattened pigs 
to make chorizo, mor-
cilla and jamón. 

As for most agrarian 
societies, Spaniards 
make good use of al-
most every part of the 
pig – from the hooves 
to the ears and pretty 
much everything in 
between. 

And the blood doesn’t 
go to waste either. 

It is quickly drained 
into a large pan and 
immediately taken to 
the kitchen where the 

preparation of mor-
cilla takes place.

Morcilla is the first 
type of sausage made 
from the slaughtered 
pig. 

The ground pork 
is mixed with pig’s 
blood, along with sea-
sonings and spices, 
chopped onions and 
filler (usually rice). 

It is then piped into 
a casing, shaped into 
cylinders, flash-boiled 
to coagulate the blood 
and hung up to cure. 

Spaniards generally 
cut morcilla into thick 
slices (rodajas), fry 
them in olive oil and 
eat with bread as a 
tapa or snack. 

When cooked and 
crumbled, it becomes 
a favourite ingre-
dient for stews, such 
as cocido Madrileño 
(Madrid-style stew), as 
well as bean dishes. 

It is often placed in 
the pot along with 
other ingredients to 
simmer.

If you enjoy sausage 
with breakfast, fry up 
some sliced morcilla 
with potatoes and 
serve with poached, 
scrambled or fried 
eggs. 

Generally speaking, 
morcilla has a dark 
purple-black colour, 
a dense consistency 
and an intensely rich 
flavour with a slight 
tanginess. 

But morcilla is pro-
duced throughout 

www.min i tube .com

03 5342 8688
admin@mini tube .com.au

August 25-26, 2026
Ballarat, Victoria

Local & International Speakers
Porcine Reproduction Conference

Program Available 

Pig blood makes for sensational sausage

Cant
Comment  

by BRENDON CANT

Black pudding displayed in all its glory in a butcher’s window.
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the country and, like 
many classic Spanish 
dishes, ingredients 
used to make it and 
the style of the sau-
sage change consider-
ably from region to 
region.

While most readers 
are probably more fa-
miliar with chorizo 
than morcilla, both 
are products of the an-
nual Spanish tradition 
of a pig’s slaughter. 

Both types of sau-
sage consist largely of 
ground pork, mixed 
with salt and other 
seasonings, especially 
paprika piped into a 
casing to cure. 

But there are also 
significant differ-
ences. 

The biggest one is 
blood.

Pig’s blood is an es-
sential ingredient in 
morcilla and has a 
major impact on its 
taste, appearance and 
consistency, whereas 
blood is not a factor in 
chorizo. 

While both undergo 
a curing process (mor-
cilla is usually briefly 
boiled first), the 
ageing is much longer 
for chorizo than for 
morcilla, which raises 
another significant 
difference. 

Whereas Spanish 

chorizo is usually 
sliced thin and eaten 
much like an Italian 
salami, morcilla is 
only semi-cured and 
therefore must be 
cooked before eating, 
either on its own or as 
an ingredient in other 
preparations. 

This ageing differ-
ence also means that 
while chorizo can last 
almost indefinitely, 
becoming harder 
and drier the more it 
ages, morcilla must 
be cooked (or frozen) 
within a fairly short 
time. 

Finally, while 
chorizo consists prin-
cipally of pork, salt 

and other season-
ings, morcilla has a 
number of other in-
gredients added to it – 
depending on where it 
comes from – such as 
rice, onions, pine nuts, 
squash or potatoes. 

These obviously im-
pact its flavour, con-
sistency and usage. 

While on the subject 
of usage, I do declare 
I prefer my black pud-
ding and/or morcilla 
cooked and served in 
slices rather than as 
whole sausages, as per 
my kitchen photos – 
albeit they are tasty 
both ways, just a little 
easier to consume 
when cut. 

Fresh home from The Herdsman Market, this four pack of Spanish mor-
cilla sausages were looking ‘bloody’ good.

Spanish chorizo is usually sliced thinly and 
eaten much like an Italian salami and is there-
fore often popular as a pizza topping.

Fried in olive oil with some onions, these mor-
cilla sausages made for a hearty brekky.

Pig blood makes for sensational sausage
* from P4
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Piggery effluent can contain a range of disease-causing bacteria, 
including e coli and APP.

A NEW project re-
cently completed by 
Australian Pork Lim-
ited in partnership 
with the University of 
Queensland has iden-
tified a faster way to 
detect specific bacteria 
rapidly in the field, 
saving producers from 
needing to send sam-
ples away to a lab and 
wait days for results. 

The project – which 
was inspired by the 
use of wastewater sur-
veillance during the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
as a routine means to 
monitor disease and 

track how widely the 
virus spread within 
communities – tested 
whether common 
disease-causing pig 
pathogens could be de-
tected in effluent using 
modern DNA-based 
methods.

Piggery effluent can 
contain a range of dis-
ease-causing bacteria, 
including enteric and 
respiratory bugs such 
as escherichia coli (or e 
coli) and actinobacillus 
pleuropneumoniae (or 
APP). 

Being able to test ef-
fluent quickly on farm 
allows producers to 

spot disease risk earlier 
and support faster re-
sponses, improving out-
break control, reducing 
production losses and 
protecting pig welfare.

The project confirmed 
that several pathogens 
could be reliably de-
tected in effluent using 
a rapid testing method 
known as loop-medi-
ated isothermal ampli-
fication.

The first step was to 
ensure that campylo-
bacter coli – a common 
bacterium in pig popu-
lations – could be reli-
ably detected using this 
method. 

Then effluent samples 
were spiked with APP 
– the bacterium respon-
sible for porcine pleu-
ropneumonia, a serious 
and devastating respira-
tory disease – which 
after a few tweaks 
was also successfully 
detected at low inclu-
sion levels using this 
method. 

The final stages of this 
focused on developing 
simple on-farm diag-
nostics using LAMP 
technology.

Unlike PCR, which 
requires specialised lab 
equipment, LAMP runs 

Sewage surveillance on farm 
reveals faster way to spot disease
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Aussie’s stainless-steel 3” pumps for effective 
effluent transfer.

MANAGING pig ef-
fluent on a commercial 
scale is a demanding 
operation. 

Large piggeries gen-
erate high volumes of 
waste that are abrasive, 
fibrous and chemically 
aggressive. 

Selecting the correct 
pump is critical not 
only for operational 
efficiency but also for 
compliance with envi-
ronmental regulations 
and long-term system 
reliability.
Setting the standard

A commercial pig-
gery in regional Vic-
toria operates with at 
least 20,000 pigs across 
multiple farrowing, 
weaner, grower and fin-
ishing sheds. 

With this scale, ef-
fluent management is 
not a minor operational 
task, it is a core compo-
nent of the farm’s pro-
ductivity and sustain-
ability. 

The piggery relies 
on sediment ponds to 
temporarily store and 
manage effluent, re-
quiring pumps capable 
of handling high solids 
content, fibrous mate-
rial and corrosive by-
products such as am-
monia and hydrogen 
sulphide.
Selecting the right 
pump 

Traditional cast-iron 
pumps often fail prema-
turely in tough environ-

ments, due to pitting, 
seal wear and internal 
corrosion. 

Gunpork’s operations 
manager Mark Kingma 
realised that long-term 
reliability required a 
pump built to withstand 
aggressive effluent. 

After careful evalu-
ation, he selected the 
Aussie GMP B4XR-
A/X 15kW self-priming 
pump built in 316 stain-
less steel.

This pump was 
chosen for its ability 
to maintain consistent 
flow across sediment 
ponds, handle slurry 
and fibrous material 
and resist corrosion that 
can compromise cast-
iron units. 

Its self-priming capa-
bility allows it to op-
erate reliably without 
flooded suction. 

This is common in 
large pond installations. 

The electric motor 
drive ensures low oper-
ating costs, continuous 
duty capability and 
minimal maintenance 
requirements.
Proven performance

Since installation, 
the 316SS B4XR-A/X 
pump has delivered 
2000LPM, moving ef-
fluent efficiently across 
the farm’s sediment 
ponds. 

Mr Kingma noted that 
the pump has exceeded 
expectations in both 
performance and dura-
bility. 

The corrosion resist-
ance of 316 stainless 
steel has eliminated the 
downtime and mainte-
nance issues that often 
plague other materials, 
ensuring smooth day-
to-day operations.

The robust design also 
includes heavy-duty 
mechanical seals and a 
solids handling 316 SS 
open impeller. 

This enables the pump 
to tolerate the abrasive 
and fibrous content typ-
ical of piggery effluent. 

These features make 
it ideal for large-scale 
farms where failure is 
not an option and main-
tenance windows are 
limited.
Investment value over 
time

For commercial pig-
gery operations, upfront 
cost is only one factor. 

Whole-of-life cost, 
reliability and reduced 
downtime are far more 
critical. 

Investing in 316 stain-
less-steel pumps de-
livers long-term value 
by reducing mainte-
nance, extending ser-
vice life and protecting 
hydraulic performance. 

Gunpork’s example 
demonstrates that smart 
operators consider the 
total cost of ownership, 
not only the initial price 
tag.
Why 316 SS pumps 
make sense for the 
industry

The success of Gun-
pork’s effluent system 
underscores a broader 
trend in the Australian 
pig industry – leading 
operators are increas-
ingly choosing 316 
stainless-steel self-

priming pumps for 
high-volume corrosive 
effluent applications. 

These pumps are 
proven to provide re-
liable operation, with-
stand aggressive waste 
streams and deliver pre-
dictable performance 
for large-scale farms.

By investing in pumps 
designed for the chal-
lenges of pig effluent, 
farms can ensure com-
pliance, reduce risk and 
maintain operational 
efficiency, all the while 
safeguarding their 
equipment investment 
over the long term.

For further informa-
tion on Aussie 316 
stainless-steel pumps, 
visit aussiepumps.com.
au or reach out to au-
thorised local Aussie 
Pumps dealers. 
Aussie Pumps

DO YOUR SHELTER COVERS
NEED REPLACING OR REPAIR?

CONTACT US TODAY

PH 1300 059 003
EM sales@polytex.net.au
WE polytex.net.au

Side Blinds End Walls

NOW IS THE TIME TO PREPARE FOR WINTER

Shelter Covers

Premium Fabrics + Tear Resistant

Custom Sizes + Made to Fit Your Shelters

Fast Manufacturing + Easy Installation

FAST TURNAROUND ON
PIGGERY SHELTER COVERS

Repair Products

Gunpork Piggery goes 316 stainless steel

at a single temperature 
and can produce results 
visible to the naked 
eye through a colour 
change within only 35 
minutes. 

By refining an ex-
isting LAMP assay for 
APP, the team devel-
oped a highly reliable 
assay capable of de-
tecting low levels of the 
bacterium and showed 
high accuracy in dis-
tinguishing positive and 
negative samples. 

A second LAMP 
assay was then de-
veloped for e coli – a 
major cause of enteric 
disease on farm. 

Both tests performed 
at levels comparable 
to sophisticated lab 
methods but with a 
fraction of the equip-
ment and time required. 

These findings sug-
gest piggery effluent 
could become a pow-
erful monitoring tool 
for producers, offering 
real-time insights into 

herd health without the 
need to sample indi-
vidual animals. 

This approach also 
has exciting potential to 
be expanded to other 
bacterial pathogens and 
support future LAMP 
assay development. 

According to the 
APL Project 2021-0013 
team: “If we want to re-
duce antibiotic use, we 
need to bring the tools 
and the knowledge to 
the farm so that the pro-
ducer and veterinarian 
can make informed 
decisions in real time, 
rather than waiting for 
an outbreak and then 
reacting to it.”

For more informa-
tion about this project, 
contact APL’s risk in-
ventory and evalua-
tion program manager 
farming and welfare Dr 
Rebecca Athorn on re 
becca.athorn@australi 
anpork.com.au 
Australian Pork  
Limited

Sewage surveillance
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Food with Purpose 2026 photos
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Gold Coast, Queensland, Australia
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Food with Purpose 2026 photos
May 12 – 14, 2026 
Gold Coast, Queensland, Australia
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THE 2026 round of 
Australasian Pork Re-
search Institute Lim-
ited’s Innovation Pro-
jects calls was a huge 
success, attracting a 
record 29 applications. 

It was especially ex-
citing to see a strong 
interest across all eight 
of the current pork in-
dustry’s research pri-
orities, a great indica-
tion of the range of 
ideas coming through 
for the Australian pork 
industry. 

APRIL’s Research 
and Development Ad-
visory Committee ap-
proved eight projects, 
spanning environment, 
pig health and welfare, 
data and technology 
and feed and nutrition. 

Congratulations to all 
successful applicants.

Here’s a quick peek 
into the approved pro-
jects.
Research priority – 
environment, human 
capacity and society 
Challenging methane 
reduction in effluent, 
University of Queens-
land

Reducing methane 
emissions remains a 
major challenge for 
pork farms as the in-
dustry works towards 
national climate tar-
gets. 

Cassandra George  
will build on earlier 
work, showing that 
iron and sulphur ad-
ditives can suppress 
methane in piggery 
effluent. 

This project explores 
exactly how and why 
these additives work. 

Clarifying the mech-
anisms so that additive 
use can be optimised 
into clear practical 
dosing strategies that 
achieve the minimum 
effective dose with 
maximum methane 
reduction.
Research priority – 
pig health and  
antimicrobial  
stewardship 
Fast-tracking vaccine 
screening for APP, 
University of Queens-
land

Actinobacillus pleu-
ropneumonaie re-
mains one of the most 
damaging respiratory 

diseases affecting 
pigs, and the industry 
has long needed a 
more effective vaccine 
approach. 

Dr Conny Turni will 
develop an ex-vitro 
airway model using 
pig bronchial cells, de-
signed to better reflect 
the real host environ-
ment. 

This model will 
allow for rapid 
screening of multiple 
vaccine candidates, 
helping identify the 
most promising op-
tions for further devel-
opment and reducing 
the number and cost of 
animal trials.
Identifying co-infec-
tions of scours and 
PWD, Murdoch Uni-
versity

Neonatal scours 
and post-weaning di-
arrhoea continue to 
cause major produc-
tion and welfare im-
pacts. 

While tradition-
ally escherichia coli 
bacteria are blamed, 
recent studies have 
shown that e coli is 
not actually present in 

about 40 percent of 
affected herds, sug-
gesting potential for 
bacterial-viral co-in-
fection. 

Dr Jasim Uddin will 
investigate whether 
viral and bacterial co-
infections, particularly 
involving rotavirus, 
are driving disease in 
piglets and weaners. 

The project aims to 
clarify how these in-
fections interact, im-
proving diagnosis and 
control options and 
supporting more tar-
geted antibiotic use.
Research priority 
– pig care and well-
being plus data and 
information 
Using AI to under-
stand sow behaviour 
pre-farrowing,  
Adelaide University / 
SARDI 

Sow behaviour 
changes can tell us a 
lot, especially around 
farrowing and early 
piglet outcomes. 

Current scoring 
analyses are labour-
intensive and incon-
sistent. 

APRIL Innovation Projects 2026
n Big ideas with real-world impacts if successful

* continued P13
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Dr Bryony Tucker 
will use machine 
learning and video 
analysis to automati-
cally identify and 
classify sow behav-
iour patterns within 
conventional far-
rowing crates. 

The project will 
generate a validated 
‘behaviour vocabu-
lary’ including pos-
tures, transitions and 
restlessness indica-
tors and demonstrate 
simple forecasting ap-
plications. 

Importantly, this 
work will lay the 
foundation for future 
expansion of artifi-
cial intelligence into 
free-farrowing and 
transitional housing 
systems.
Research priority – 
data and  
information 

Dr Jessica Craig 
from JBS Pork Aus-
tralia will lead two 
tech-focused projects.
Camera-based tool 
to predict pig sale 
weight 

The first project 
uses existing on-farm 
CCTV footage to de-
velop a tool that es-
timates and predicts 
pig liveweight in large 
group pens. 

The goal is to de-
liver a practical pen-
side workflow cali-
brated to Australian 
pigs and shed envi-
ronments, such as a 
tablet display showing 
predicted weights to 
guide spray marking. 

This will en-
able more accurate 
drafting and sorting 
of pigs, with less 
handling and manual 
weighing.
RFID ‘digital hand-
shake’ to stop wrong 
feed to silo mistakes 

The second project 
tackles a costly and 
high-risk issue – in-
correct feed delivered 
into the wrong silo. 

This project will 
develop a radio-fre-
quency identification-
based ‘digital hand-
shake’ system that 
prevents unloading 
unless the truck/load 
is authorised for that 
specific silo. 

It will assess what’s 
fit-for-purpose under 
Australian conditions 
and package the out-
come into a ready-
to-adopt system, in-
cluding workflow 
steps, SOPs and a 
cost-benefit guide. 
Research priority – 
pig care and  
wellbeing 
Measuring pig 
‘quality of life’ using 
biomarkers, Univer-
sity of Western Aus-
tralia

Assessing animal 
welfare is increas-
ingly about under-
standing not only the 
absence of harm but 
the presence of posi-

tive experiences. 
Prof Dominique 

Blache will build 
on earlier work that 
identified promising 
biomarkers linked 
to brain activity and 
emotional state. 

Using spectroscopy 
scanning, this pro-
ject aims to develop 
practical non-invasive 
tools that can help 
distinguish between 
positive and negative 
experiences using 
samples such as saliva 
and blood to support 
better welfare moni-
toring and manage-
ment.
Research priority – 
feed and nutrition 
Fine-tuning iodine to 
boost weaner intake 
and growth, JBS Pork 
Australia

Weaners have high 
growth potential, but 
low post-weaning 
feed intake can re-
strict performance. 

Dr Fan Liu will 
run a dose-response 
study to fine-tune io-
dine inclusion levels, 
building on recent evi-
dence that high iodine 
supplementation may 

improve feed intake 
and weaner weight. 

The trial will test 
iodine levels from 
1.5ppm (standard 
commercial level) up 
to 22.5ppm to identify 
the best-performing 
and most cost-effec-
tive inclusion levels 
under Australian con-
ditions. 

A big congratula-
tions to all Innovation 
Project awardees. 

APRIL also extends 
sincere thanks to 
every applicant. 

This year’s submis-
sions reflected a gen-
uine depth of thinking 
and a strong range of 
innovative outside-
the-box ideas that 
will continue to drive 
progress across the in-
dustry. 
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Partnering in microbial solutions for a changing world.

Using sound science, proven results and knowledge from experience, Lallemand Animal 
Nutrition helps our customers and industry partners be more successful – and animals 
lead healthier lives.
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Joseph Pranilla, Technical Services Manager, WA
M: 0436 912 671  E: jpranilla@picaustralia.com.au

Clark Forbes, National Business Manager
M: 0427 909 361  E: cforbes@picaustralia.com.au

Dr Pat Mitchell, Genetic Services Manager
M: 0402 794 912 E: patricia.mitchell@picaustralia.com.au
Valentin Cusnir, Field Services Manager, Qld
M: 0487 263 466  E: vcusnir@picaustralia.com.au

Greg Heeney
Sales Manager – Monogastric & Milling

Greg.Heeney@kemin.com
Mobile:  + 61 456 294 643

Dr. David Isaac
Technical Sales Manager (ANZ)

David.Isaac@kemin.com
Mobile: +61 455 039 478

Trina Parker
Country President (ANZ)
Trina.Parker@kemin.com
Mobile: +64 274 872 524

KEMIN (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED
694 Pacific Highway, 
Suites 7, Killara NSW 2071, Australia
Office: +61 2 9844 5700
Website: www.kemin.com

Ÿ Australia’s No 1 
     pressure cleaner manufacturer

Ÿ 2,600 psi to 5,000 psi

Ÿ Honda engine (recoil or e/start)

Ÿ Big Berty triplex pumps

Ÿ OH&S friendly stainless 
      steel frames

Ÿ Great prices for 
     Australian Pork Limited members

FAST CLEAN-UP

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

from 

$4,444
+GST
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We embrace new technologies and the opportunities that they bring

We are passionate about enhancing both your experience and your business by using 
the latest technology and insights to develop the best, most complete solutions for the 
challenges facing the swine industry. 

Our mission extends beyond addressing your immediate needs; we’re dedicated to 
creating a better future for generations to come.

Contact your local Boehringer Ingelheim Livestock representative to discuss how 
together we can build the resilience needed to withstand the challenges ahead.

Together, we get it right.

Life forward

The path ahead can  
seem unclear 

Building resilience to withstand 
any challenges, together

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. 
ABN 53 071 187 285. © 2024 Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AU-SWN-0003-2025
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