
THE following is an 
edited extract taken 
from the inquiry into 
pig welfare in Victoria 
findings.

The original report 
in its entirety can be 
viewed by scanning the 
QR code above. 
Chair’s foreword – 
Georgie Purcell

Pigs are one of the most 
remarkable animals on 
the planet. 

They are smarter 
than the dogs we share 
our hearts and homes 
with and have a sim-
ilar cognitive ability to 
three‑year‑old children. 

They can comprehend, 
remember and empa-
thise. 

They are clean, they 
nurture lifelong friend-
ships and are strongly 
motivated to care for and 
protect their young.

They are also one of 
the world’s most inten-
sively farmed species. 

Their strong intellect 
is undoubtedly linked to 
their capacity to experi-
ence fear, distress and 
pain.

In recent years, har-
rowing footage of pigs in 
Victorian factory farms 
and slaughterhouses has 
been released, resulting 

in increasing alarm from 
consumers towards the 
conditions animals are 
raised to be killed in.

Most recently, 
world‑first footage was 
released of the most 
common stunning 
method before slaughter, 
carbon dioxide gassing 
systems. 

It showed pigs being 
lowered by a gondola 
into carbon dioxide 
across three Victorian 
slaughterhouses. 

Despite being de-
scribed as ‘best prac-
tice’ by the industry, 
the vision showed pigs 
thrashing and gasping 
while slowly losing con-
sciousness.

The passion for im-
proved protection for 
pigs was evidenced by 
the engagement with 
this parliamentary in-
quiry, which received a 
combined 10,000 sub-
missions and survey re-
sponses. 

Of those respondents, 
regardless of whether 
they consumed pork 
products or not, there 
was a consensus that in-
dustry and governments 
can and should do more 
to improve the lives of 
pigs in Victoria.

The codes of practice, 
regulations and legis-
lation that govern pig 
welfare in Victoria are 
complex, with many dif-
ferent farms adhering 
to different levels and 
standards of care. 

A clear theme 
throughout the inquiry 
process was concern sur-
rounding self‑regulation. 

Despite the pork in-
dustry acknowledging 
pig cruelty and commit-
ting to a voluntary phase 
out of sow stalls by 2017, 
there are still farms that 
have not complied. 

Without oversight, con-
sumers are misled into 
purchasing products 
they might falsely be-
lieve are sow stall free.

Another concern to 
many witnesses who 
gave evidence were 
so‑called ‘routine prac-
tices’ regularly per-
formed without pain 
relief, such as teeth clip-
ping, ear notching and 
tail docking, mostly 
done on young piglets.

In this report, the com-
mittee makes 18 recom-
mendations to improve 
the welfare and protec-
tion of pigs including a 
complete and permanent 
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One of the 18 recommendations by the committee was that the Victorian 
Government recognise the development of the lab-grown meat industry as 
having the potential to significantly contribute to the Victorian economy.

Inquiry into pig welfare in Victoria
n 18 recommendations for government

* continued P2

IT’S fantastic to share 
the exciting news of 
our ‘Get some pork 
on your fork’ latest 
brand campaign 
launch. 

The campaign 
aims to address the 
common barriers to 
pork consumption, in-
crease awareness of 
pork as an everyday 
protein option and 
breathe new life into 
our longstanding ‘Get 
some pork on your 
fork’ tagline.

Collaborating with 
the talented team at 
Dig, we have intro-
duced a vibrant new 
character to our mar-
keting efforts – Ramón 
Jamón – the pink-
suited man of mystery 
with an undeniable 
passion for pork. 

Ramón Jamón, with 
his charming Spanish 
flair, tackles the 
common barriers to 
pork consumption by 
simply asking, “Por 
qué?”

Translation – why?
This clever and re-

latable question aims 
to spark curiosity and 
encourage Australian 
families to explore the 
many delicious ways 
they can incorporate 
pork into their meals.

Launched nationally, 
reaching consumers 
through TV, radio, out 
of home advertising, 
press, print, digital, 
social media, retail 
and PR activities – the 
campaign also has a 
strong regional pres-
ence, ensuring Ramón 
Jamón is visible to all 
lovers of pork. 

Consumers will see 
advertising of pork’s 
new man in pink on 
retail, roadside, train 

station, furniture and 
supermarket place-
ments, through a series 
of fun and creative art-
works to encouraging 
Australians to think, 
why not pork?

The Australian Pork 
Limited marketing 
team, along with Dig 
creative directors 
Anna Paine and Owen 
Bryson, have done an 
exceptional job in de-
livering a campaign 
that truly embodies the 
tasty twist that pork of-
fers to everyday meals. 

Their innovative 
approach and dedi-
cation have been in-
strumental in bringing 
Ramón Jamón to life, 

and we are confident 
that this will not only 
drive results for Aus-
tralian pork but per-
haps also make pink 
suits a new trend!

We are immensely 
proud of the collabora-
tive effort that has gone 
into this campaign. 

The strength and 
creativity of this new 
direction were evident 
from the very begin-
ning and the campaign 
launch last month 
marks the beginning 
of an exciting new 
chapter for the ‘Get 
some pork on your 
fork’ program. 

Together, we are 
positioned to inspire 
Aussie families to 
rediscover the versa-
tility and deliciousness 
of Australian-grown 
pork. 

Here’s to the suc-
cessful launch of a 
campaign that cel-
ebrates innovation, 
creativity and the joy 
of pork. 

We hope you enjoy. 

New character, Ramón Jamón, was recently introduced to the ‘Get some pork on your fork’ cam-
paign.

Launch of Ramón Jamón in new brand campaign
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ban on sow stalls and 
farrowing crates. 

It calls for mandatory 
CCTV in farming facili-
ties to be made available 
for independent auditing 
and the establishment of 
an Independent Office 
of Animal Protection 
to appropriately and ef-
fectively monitor animal 
welfare. 

It acknowledges the 
inherent cruelty in CO2 
systems and recom-
mends research into sus-
tainable alternatives. 

As part of the solution 
to improving the welfare 
of pigs, this report also 
recognises the innova-
tion and development of 
the cultivated meat in-
dustry and its potential 
to provide safe, ethical 
and environmentally 
considered food to Vic-
torians.

Many of these recom-
mendations can be in-
corporated into the gov-
ernment’s new and mod-
ernised animal protec-
tion laws in the Animal 
Care and Protection Bill. 

I encourage the Victo-
rian Government to take 
up this legislative op-
portunity to ensure the 
plight of pigs is reduced.

As a final remark, it is 
clear that our growing 
population and its de-
mand for protein has 
resulted in farming 
practices prioritising ef-
ficiency and production 
growth at the expense of 
animal welfare. 

It is imperative upon 
us all to reconsider our 
relationship with meat, 
and more so animals, 
and the extent of suf-
fering we inflict upon 
them.

I would like to thank 
all stakeholders who 
made high quality and 
thoughtful submissions 
and those people who 
gave their time and ex-
pertise appearing be-
fore the committee in 
public hearings to give 
evidence. 

We heard from pig 
farmers, animal advo-
cates, welfare experts, 
veterinarians and more. 

The evidence received 
was of a high standard 
and significantly en-
hanced the committee’s 
understanding of this 
complex issue.

I would also like to 
thank my committee 
colleagues for the pro-
fessional and courteous 
way they approached the 
inquiry. 

This was a difficult 
inquiry for many, with 
strongly held views and 
different perspectives 
across committee mem-
bers. 

For the most part, 
there was a collegiate 
approach and collabora-
tion. 

I greatly appreciate 
the way the committee 
members conducted 
themselves throughout 
the inquiry.

Findings and recom-
mendations
Introduction

• Finding 1: While 
trespass remains a bi-
osecurity risk, there are 
no recorded incidents 
within Victoria where 
animal activists have 
harmed agricultural bi-
osecurity

• Finding 2: The culti-
vated meat industry of-
fers a potentially viable, 
ethical and environmen-
tally sustainable alterna-
tive to traditional pork, 
with the exact molecular 
composition and taste of 
traditional pork

• Recommendation 1: 
That the Victorian Gov-
ernment recognise the 
development of the lab 
grown meat industry in 
Victoria as having the 
potential to significantly 
contribute to the Victo-
rian economy.
The regulatory frame-
work

• Finding 3: The pig 
industry plays a signifi-
cant role in the develop-
ment of legally enforce-
able animal welfare 
standards, giving rise to 
the perception that it is 
self‑regulated

• Finding 4: In light 
of concerns around the 
transparency of Victo-
ria’s regulation and audit 
processes, inspectors 
under the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals Act 
1986 (Vic) and Live-
stock Management Act 
2010 (Vic) should be 
given the power to insti-
gate unannounced and 
ad‑hoc inspections

• Recommendation 2: 
That the Victorian Gov-
ernment grant welfare 
inspectors the power to 
instigate unannounced 
and ad‑hoc inspections 
of facilities

• Finding 5: In con-
junction with other 
work done by the pork 
industry, mandating 
closed‑circuit televi-
sion in processing and 
farming facilities would 
increase transparency in 
the regulation and audit 
processes

• Recommendation 3: 
That the Victorian Gov-
ernment impose manda-
tory closed‑circuit tel-
evision in all processing 
and farming facilities 
to be made available to 
regulatory bodies for in-
dependent audit(s)

• Finding 6: Due to a 
delay in updating and 
replacing the national 
Model Codes of Prac-
tice for the Welfare of 
Animals, the Victorian 
Standards and Guide-
lines for the Welfare of 
Pigs is outdated

• Recommendation 4: 
That the Victorian Gov-
ernment participate and 
contribute to updating 
and replacing the 2008 
Model Code of Prac-
tice for the Welfare of 
Animals – Pigs through 
the Australian Animal 
Welfare Standards and 
Guidelines process

• Finding 7: The de-
cision‑making prin-
ciples proposed in the 
Victorian Government’s 
initial plan for Victoria’s 
new animal care and 
protection laws would 
have improved deci-
sion‑making outcomes 
for animal welfare

• Recom mendat ion 
5: That the Victorian 
Government include 
decision‑making princi-
ples in the new Animal 
Care and Protection Bill 
in relation to the devel-
opment and adoption of 
animal welfare stand-
ards and guidelines in 
Victoria

• Finding 8: An inde-
pendent appropriately 
funded statutory au-
thority has the potential 
to significantly improve 
outcomes for farmed 
pigs in Victoria

• Recommendation 7: 
That the Victorian Gov-
ernment consider the 
establishment of an In-
dependent Office of An-
imal Protection to ensure 
compliance with animal 
protection laws, stream-
line complaints, provide 
expert, evidence‑based 
reform and monitor an-
imal welfare conditions 
within Victoria.
Stunning methods be-
fore slaughter

• Finding 9: CO2 gas-
sing as a method of stun-
ning is aversive to pigs 
who experience high 
levels of pain and stress

• Recommendation 7: 
The use of side‑loader 
(single file) carbon di-
oxide stunning systems 
must be phased out to 
minimise pre‑slaughter 
stress in pigs

• Recom mendat ion 
8: That the Victorian 
Government work with 
industry to innovate re-
search and development 
opportunities to com-
mercially viable alterna-
tives to the use of CO2 
in stunning pigs prior 
to slaughter and report 
on alternatives with a 
reporting date no later 
than May 2026.
Confinement practices

• Recommendation 9: 
That the Victorian Gov-
ernment mandate re-
porting on the methods 
of procurement and ex-
traction of semen from 
boars, and the frequency 
of each boar used, the 
method, dates and fre-
quency of the artificial 
semination of each sow

• Finding 10: The Vic-

torian pork industry is 
yet to fully comply with 
their volunteer phase 
out of the use of sow 
stalls, which was set to 
be completed by 2017

• Finding 11: The com-
mittee considers that the 
voluntary phasing out 
has not worked and that 
legislation is required to 
ensure they are removed 
from the industry com-
pletely

• Recom mendat ion 
10: That the Victorian 
Government legislate a 
complete ban on the use 
of sow stalls

• Finding 12: The close 
confinement and isola-
tion of sows within far-
rowing crates leads to 
stress, discomfort, poor 
muscle development and 
prohibits maternalistic 
behaviours

• Finding 13: Evidence 
presented to the com-
mittee indicates that 
mortality rates in piglets 
that are confined to far-
rowing crates are similar 
compared to those that 
are pasture raised

• Recommendation 11: 
That the Victorian Gov-
ernment support farmers 
to transition to outdoor 
group housing

• Recom mendat ion 
12: That the Victorian 
Government legislate a 
complete ban on the use 
of farrowing crates

• Recom mendat ion 
13: That the Victorian 
Government mandate a 
complete ban on the use 
of boar crates, mating 
stalls and any other re-
strictive confinement

• Recommendation 14: 
That the Victorian Gov-
ernment support a na-
tional standards frame-
work including enforce-
able welfare guidelines.
Other welfare issues

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n 
15: That the Victorian 
Government work with 
industry to find an al-
ternative to the use of 
blunt force trauma as a 
suitable method of piglet 
euthanasia

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n 
16: That the Victorian 
Government mandate 
straw bedding substrate 
to stimulate natural pig 
behaviours to prevent in-
jury and abrasion

Recommendation 17: 
That the Victorian Gov-
ernment investigate en-
richment aids for farmed 
pigs for inclusion in the 
Animal Care and Pro-
tection Bill

Finding 14: Biodiverse 

farm systems and ge-
netic diversity reduce 
disease spread on pig 
farms

Recommendation 18: 
That the Victorian Gov-
ernment require industry 
to implement the regular 
surveillance monitoring 
and public reporting of 
antibiotic use on Victo-
rian farms.
What happens next?

There are several 
stages to a parliamen-
tary inquiry.
The committee conducts 
the inquiry

This report on the in-
quiry into pig welfare 
in Victoria is the result 
of extensive research 
and consultation by 
the Legislative Council 
Economy and Infra-
structure Committee.

The committee re-
ceived written submis-
sions, spoke with people 
at public hearings, re-
viewed research evidence 
and deliberated over a 
number of meetings. 

Experts, government 
representatives and indi-
viduals expressed their 
views directly to the 
committee as members 
of Parliament.

A Parliamentary com-
mittee is not part of the 
government. 

The committee is a 
group of members of 
different political parties 
(including independent 
members). 

Parliament has asked 
this committee to look 
closely at an issue and 
report back. 

This process helps Par-
liament do its work by 
encouraging public de-
bate and involvement in 
issues.
The report is presented 
to Parliament

This report was pre-
sented to Parliament and 
can be found by scan-
ning the QR code on 
page 1.
A response from the 
government

The government has 
six months to respond 
in writing to any recom-
mendations made in this 
report.

The response is public 
and put on the inquiry 
page of Parliament’s 
website when it is re-
ceived.

In its response, the 
government indicates 
whether it supports the 
Committee’s recom-
mendations. 

It can also outline ac-
tions it may take. 

2024
JUL 17-19 – Porkamericas, Centro de 
Convenciones Cartagena, Colombia. 
https://porkcolombia.co/
AUG 17-18 – Kingaroy BaconFest 
2024 – Kingaroy, Australia. https://www.
kingaroybaconfest.com.au/
SEP 4-6 – 2024 Australian Pig Veterinarians 
Conference – Wollongong, Australia. 
https://www.ava.com.au/education-events/
education-and-events-search/event-
detail/?eid=EV001648
SEP 21-24 – Allen D. Leman Swine 
Conference – Minnesota, USA. https://
lemanconference.umn.edu/
OCT 16-17 – Dutch Pork and Poultry 
Expo – Evenementenhal Hardenberg, 
Netherlands. www.porkpoultryexpo.nl/
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Conference & World Swine Industry Expo – 
Chengdu, China. https://www.lemanchina.
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NOV 12-15 – EuroTier 2024 – Hanover, 
Germany. https://www.eurotier.com/en/
NOV 20-21 – Pig Research Summit 2024 – 
Copenhagen, Denmark. https://pigresearch 
summit.com
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JAN 7-9 – Banff Pork Seminar – Banff, 
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FEB 11-12 – Minnesota Pork Congress 
– Mankato, USA. https://www.
mnporkcongress.com/
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Piglets in a farrowing crate on a farm in central Victoria. Photo: Farm 
Transparency Project
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AUSTRALIAN Pork 
Limited is pleased to 
announce that the re-
cent life cycle assess-
ment for the pork in-
dustry has now been 
published in the An-
imal Production Sci-
ence journal. 

This is the culmina-
tion of several years of 
work and we would like 
to sincerely thank all 
industry participants 
who made this possible. 

This article, and a 
second upcoming re-
port that reviews trends 
over time, is a corner-
stone piece of validated 
peer-reviewed data to 
support the industry’s 
communication around 
our environmental cre-
dentials.

This study collected 
data from approxi-
mately 70 percent of 
production across 2020 
and 2022 using a strati-
fied design to ensure a 
representative selection 
of farm types, manure 
management systems, 
locations and sizes 
were included. 

The research consid-

ered the carbon foot-
print, fossil energy 
usage, freshwater con-
sumption, water stress 
and eutrophication po-
tential (a measure of 
expected nitrogen and 
phosphorus impacts on 
waterways). 

The eutrophication 
potential itself is a new 
measure for a pork life 
cycle assessment that 
hasn’t been investigated 
previously. 

The method for this 
measure was developed 
to help track nutrient 
impacts associated with 
pork production, which 
is becoming increas-
ingly of interest to both 
local environmental 
regulators as well as 
resulting in overseas 
restrictions on agricul-
ture, such as in Europe. 

The eutrophication 
potential reported in 
this study was low com-
pared with grazing sys-
tems and European pig-
geries, which is a good 
baseline. 

Other key results from 
the study included:

• Greenhouse gas 
emissions in 2020 were 

3kg carbon dioxide 
equivalent per kilogram 
liveweight and 3kg in 
2022

• Land use and direct 
land use change emis-
sions in 2020 were 
0.4kg carbon dioxide 
equivalent per kilogram 
liveweight and 0.3kg in 
2022

• Total greenhouse gas 
emissions in 2020 were 
3.4kg carbon dioxide 
equivalent per kilogram 
liveweight and 3.3kg in 
2022

• Freshwater con-
sumption in 2020 was 
93.8 litres of freshwater 
consumption per kilo-
gram of liveweight and 
52.5 litres in 2022

• Fossil fuel use in 
2020 was 12.9MJ of en-
ergy use per kilogram 
liveweight and 13.4MJ 
in 2022

• Land occupation in 
2020 was 12sq m of 
land occupation per kil-
ogram liveweight and 
12.7sq m in 2022.

Overall, these results 
are either tracking as 
expected or better, in 
the case of fossil fuel 
use and freshwater con-

sumption, when con-
sidering the long-term 
trends. 

The freshwater use 
decreased signifi-
cantly between the 
two years, as 2020 was 
still drought affected, 
meaning more water 
was being used to sup-
port crops, which re-
versed in a wetter 2022.

When considering 
the very topical carbon 
emissions, it was noted 
that there were three 
production systems that 
produced the lowest 
carbon pork. 

First farms with 100 
percent of manure 
treated with a covered 
anerobic pond and high 
proportions of waste 
and residual feed used. 

Second, outdoor sys-
tems.

And third, conven-
tional breeder systems 
with deep litter grow 
out farms where more 
than 80 percent of ma-
nure was generated in 
the deep litter systems, 
with sows on litter for a 
portion of the year. 

These farms showed 
lower carbon footprints 
overall and demon-
strate potential path-
ways for lower carbon 
pork farming that may 
need to be considered 
as the pressure mounts 
to get to net zero  
emissions by 2050.

Manure management 
continues to be the big-
gest determination of 
greenhouse gas emis-
sions and the industry 
is in a good position 
to be able to make 
gains in this space, un-
like ruminants, which 
are battling to change 
an inherent biological 
system.

As the environmental 
credentials of food 
products become more 
important to supply 
chains, customers and 
consumers, the ability 
of the pork industry 
to quantify these en-
vironmental impacts 
and trends over time 
becomes increasingly 
important. 

While the industry 
has reduced its carbon 
footprint by 75 per-
cent between 1980 and 
2022, fossil fuel en-
ergy use by 61 percent, 
freshwater consump-
tion by 90 percent and 
land occupation by 42 
percent, it is important 
to note that the rate of 
change has slowed in 
recent times. 

APL is continuing to 
invest in research to 
look for additional op-
portunities for the in-
dustry to improve, as 
well as the productivity 
gains that help over 
time, but the industry 
needs to stay proactive 
and continue to invest 
to maintain its position 
as a low impact animal 
protein. 
Gemma Wyburn
APL Climate 
Friendly Farming

for living farm 
building surfaces

  A specific blend of highly concentrated live bacteria
  Helps install a positive biofilm on farm building surfaces after 
cleaning and disinfection
   Helps improve the microbial environment for safe animal 
production
  Helps reduce the risk of health issues due to the harmful 
microorganisms and negative biofilms.

POSITIVE  
BIOFILM

Partnering in microbial solutions for a changing world.

Using sound science, proven results and knowledge from experience, Lallemand Animal 
Nutrition helps our customers and industry partners be more successful – and animals lead 
healthier lives.

Lallemand Animal Nutrition provides a full range of specific, natural microbial products, 
services and solutions that improve animal wellbeing and performance while respecting 
animals, people and the environment.

Not all products are available in all markets nor associated claims allowed in all regions.

Contact us on (07) 5451 0125 | LAN-Aus@lallemand.com

Life cycle assessment published
R E S E A RC H E R S 
are suggesting lower 
cooking temperatures 
for some cuts, to en-
sure more tender pork 
on Australians’ forks.

The scientists recom-
mend a final internal 
temperature of 65C 
rather than 70C for 
cuts from the longis-
simus muscle to avoid 
shrinkage, cook loss 
and toughness.

“Adjusting the rec-
ommended cooking 
temperature for spe-
cific muscles could 
help avoid unneces-
sary shrinkage, reduce 
cook loss and improve 
tenderness,” the re-
searchers said, adding 

that food safety needs 
to be checked against 
the lower temperature 
advice.

The researchers from 
the University of Mel-
bourne, the University 
of Leeds and the Sun-
Pork Group studied 
various cuts across 
the carcase subjecting 
them to different treat-
ments and studying the 
responses. 

According to the re-
searchers, of the four 
muscle groups studied, 
protein denaturation 
peak for the longis-
simus muscle starts at 
a lower temperature 
compared to the other 
muscles, which indi-

cates shrinkage occurs 
at a lower cooking tem-
perature.

Protein denaturation 
impacts cooked pork 
quality by changing 
the structure of pro-
teins and can cause 
muscle fibre shrinkage,  
affecting cook loss and 
tenderness.

“The pork industry 
has anecdotal evidence 
of a decline in pork 
quality, expressed as a 
lack of tenderisation … 
resulting in increased 
toughness,” the scien-
tists said. 

The aim of this re-
search, according to the 
scientists, was to inves-
tigate the influence of 
muscle fibre proportion 
and diameter on pork 
quality and a further 
investigation was con-
ducted on the effect of 
cooking temperature.

The research team, 
led by Professor Robyn 
Warner, included Mi-
chelle LeMaster, Minh 
Ha, Frank R. Dunshea, 
Surinder Chauhan and 
Darryl D’Souza. 
Australian Meat 
News

Lower cooking temperatures for tender pork

Cook loss, for the longissimus muscle meat at 
0 days and 14 days ageing shows 65C cooking 
temperature optimises meat quality.

http://porknews.com.au
mailto:LAN-Aus@lallemand.com
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BLANTYRE Farms 
is a highly produc-
tive mixed farming 
and livestock business 
situated near Young in 
NSW. 

It needed a reli-
able pump to transfer 
sludge from the covered 
methane gas dam.

In other words, the 
business found itself 
faced with a very old 
Australian conun-
drum… pushing slurry 
uphill. 

That’s when the main-
tenance manager at 
Blantyre Farms, Mark 
Schulz, contacted Hydro 
Innovations to find a 
suitable pump for the 
application. 
The problem

The issue for the farm 
was that the slurry had 
the consistency of mo-
lasses and pumping it a 
kilometre uphill to the 

ponds was no easy feat 
for standard pumps.

Hydro Innovations 
NSW regional man-
ager Phil Rothheudt 
said: “Ordinary pumps 
just couldn’t handle the 
slurry.” 
The solution

Phil’s solution was to 
use a Ragazzini peri-
staltic pump model 
MS3. 

The operation of this 
style of pump derives 
from human ‘peristalsis’ 
intestinal muscle move-
ments – an alternating 
contraction and relaxa-
tion of muscles around a 
tube to coax the contents 
through.

“Peristaltic pumps are 
usually found in medical 
situations, often used to 
pump blood,” Phil said.
The results

Mr Schulz was happy 
with the outcome and 

said: “The information 
supplied by Phil to select 
the correct pump for our 
application was great, as 
was the communication 
for the actual purchase.”

Phil said, “Our success 
is due to a team with 
many years of exper-
tise.”

“We can turn around 
an enquiry same day 
and offer a solution – 
we know the specifics, 
that’s what matters.”
The benefits

Ragazzini pumps use 
a roller-on-bearing de-
sign, so the casing does 
not have to be filled and 
re-filled with expensive 
lubricating fluid. 

This means that hose 
changes are quicker and 
cleaner, and also that 
owners are able to take 
advantage of Ragazzi-
ni’s fast leak detection 
system, which warns 

owners when a hose 
needs replacing. 

Pumps can be used on 
suction lifts up to 9m 
and can produce pres-
sures to 15 bar.

More information on 
these pumps may be ob-
tained from Hydro Inno-
vations on 02 9898 1800 
or info@HydroInnova 
tions.com.au 

sales@HydroInnovations.com.au
www.HydroInnovations.com.au   

RELIABLE & SIMPLE 
WATER AERATION

Before After

Much safer and much easier to maintain.

The Ragazzini peristaltic pump model MS3 was the perfect solution.

Thick piggery sludge no problem for Ragazzini pump

LEADER of The 
Nationals David 
Littleproud has ac-
cused Labor of 
being too slow to 
act in the labelling 
of meat and non-
meat products amid 
a cost-of-living 
crisis.

Mr Littleproud said 
despite Labor’s elec-
tion commitment 
to deliver accurate 
and clear labelling, 
Labor has only just 
announced $1.5 
million in its latest 
budget to improve 
labelling of plant-
based and alternative 
protein products over 
the next two years.

“In a cost-of-living 
crisis, Australian 
families are being 
fooled into thinking 
they are buying meat 
products because 
Labor has failed to 
act on its election 
commitment,” Mr 
Littleproud said.

“Lack of clarity 
under current la-
belling laws means 
families are tricked 
into thinking they 
are buying ‘cheap’ 
meat products, when 
in reality they are 
plant-based.

“Labor promised 
to support meat and 
plant industries and 
improve regulations 
but has completely 
dropped the ball.”

Mr Littleproud 
added the failure to 
fix inaccurate label-
ling is confusing for 
families who are 
already struggling 
with prices at the su-
permarket checkout.

The former Coa-
lition Government 
led the way with 
providing accuracy 
in labelling, intro-
ducing Country of 

Origin, to help Aus-
tralian consumers 
make informed 
choices.

“How can families 
know what they are 
buying at a time when 
many are trying to 
save money on meat 
products, but current 
standards allow al-
ternative protein or 
plant-based manu-
facturers to exploit 
the standards and 
confuse consumers,” 
he said.

The Department of 
Agriculture told Esti-
mates it was working 
on a response to the 
meat definitions in-
quiry, led by The 
Nationals Senator for 
Queensland Susan 
McDonald.

“Agriculture Min-
ister Murray Watt 
said labelling would 
be finalised, but the 
industry has been 
forced to wait, de-
spite a Senate in-
quiry recommending 
mandatory meat 
labelling laws and 
improving labelling 
regulation.”

“Labor has been 
too slow to act on 
supermarket price 
gouging and is now 
too slow to act on 
accurate meat label-
ling. 

“The fact Labor 
hasn’t even re-
sponded to the 
Senate inquiry isn’t 
good enough, espe-
cially when the price 
of meat has skyrock-
eted under Labor’s 
watch,” Mr Little-
proud said.

“Labor must now 
use common sense 
and introduce prac-
tical measures that 
will help families at 
the checkout as soon 
as possible.” 

Shoppers fooled into 
buying fake meat products

Hydro Innovations 
select the pump suita-
ble for the application. 
In this case, pushing 
slurry uphill.

http://www.porknews.com.au
mailto:info@HydroInnovations.com.au
mailto:sales@HydroInnovations.com.au
http://www.HydroInnovations.com.au
mailto:info@HydroInnovations.com.au
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ACCORDING to the 
National Food Waste 
Strategy Feasibility 
Study baseline, Aus-
tralia produces 11.3 
million tonnes of food 
waste per annum and 
diverts 3.9 million 
tonnes of it to animal 
feed. 

Of the remaining 7.3 
million tonnes, up to 60 
percent of the wastage is 
avoidable, by directing it 
to food rescue and an-
imal feed. 

These are currently the 
only two destinations 
that count towards the 
United Nations Sustain-
able Development Target 
12.3 of halving food 
waste by 2030 under 
the Australian National 
Food Waste Strategy.

A considerable propor-
tion of the cost of rearing 
pigs in Australia is re-
lated to feeding. 

In Australia, pig feeds 
are predominately based 
on cereals and cereal 
by-products, pulses and/
or oilseeds, rendered an-
imal products, and dairy 
products for young pigs. 

Currently, there is 
some use of manufac-
turing and dairy waste 
streams in the pork in-
dustry, however the use 
of other forms of recy-
cled food waste – which 
potentially has a signifi-
cantly lower input cost 
than other feed ingredi-
ents – is limited. 

Presently, only 10-20 
percent of Australian 
herds are accessing man-
ufacturing waste, largely 
due to a lack of business-
to-business awareness.

In countries such as 
Japan and South Korea, 
feed costs have been re-
duced by 40-60 percent 
against standard feed by 
the use of treated mixed 
food waste.

In Japan, the eco-feed – 
animal feed made from 
recycled food-waste 
scraps and leftovers – in-
dustry has successfully 
and safely produced 
nutritious feed for pigs 
from surplus food for 
more than 15 years. 

It is a global pioneer in 
this field, recycling 52 
percent of food industry 
surplus into animal feed 
to date.

While there is welcome 
movement in the fighting 
food waste space in Aus-
tralia, let’s hope accord-
ingly there’ll be down-
stream benefits for pig 
production. 

As an example, I’m 
aware of a two-year 
project led by the South 
Australian Research and 
Development Institute 
‘Food waste to pig feed’, 
which concluded in De-
cember 2022. 

Australasian Pork Re-
search Institute Limited 
supported the project – 
APRIL Project 6A-105 
– yet, as with too many 
of APRIL’s projects, 
appropriate targeted 
extension of outcomes 
and indeed recom-
mendations have been 

scarce to say the least.
On a more positive 

note, Fight Food Waste 
Cooperative Research 
Centre and Stop Food 
Waste Australia have 
come together to be-
come End Food Waste 
Australia. 

In 2018, an initiative 
called Fight Food Waste 
CRC was facilitated and 
funded to undertake re-
search to find new strat-
egies for reducing food 
waste. 

In 2020, a subsidiary 
called Stop Food Waste 
was established as a plat-
form for businesses to 
collaborate and roll-out 
new systems to reduce 
their food waste. 

Realising that it would 
be more beneficial to 

combine both Fight 
Food Waste CRC and 
Stop Food Waste, the 
two merged to create 
End Food Waste Aus-
tralia. 

Combining under one 
united brand empowers 
it to collaborate across 
research, industry, con-
sumers and government 
to foster real change. 

The evolved entity 
promises to continue to 
deliver world-leading re-
search and support bold 
industry action and col-
laboration through the 
Australian Food Pact 
and Sector Action Plans. 

Its vision is an Aus-
tralia without food waste, 
starting with halving 
food waste by 2030.

Let’s waste no more 
time and start utilising 
the massive mountains 
of food waste we pro-
duce.

And keep it out of land-
fill.

And use it productively 
in pig production – with 
appropriate safety and 
biosecurity measures in 
place of course.

Waste not want not, 
surely? 

Cant
Comment  

by BRENDON CANT

PETS

PIGS POULTRY AQUATIC

WAREHOUSE DIRECT

HIGH PROTEIN FISHMEAL USED FOR:HIGH PROTEIN FISHMEAL USED FOR:

CONTACT DARYL FIELKE - 0428 839 129 daryl@wildseasfishmeal.com
PREMIUM GRADE

SHIPPING TO ALL MAJOR CITIES

Ph: 08 8359 1588 E: sales@titanfan.com.au
MADE IN AUSTRALIA FOR AUSTRALIAN CONDITIONS SINCE 1990

LOCALLY manufactured at Titan’s factory 12-14  Kenworth Rd,  
Gepps Cross, South Australia 5094

ORIGINAL Stir Fan available ON/OFF 1ph/3ph

NEW

Stir Fan 
FH800/0.37kw/4 blade/1ph/3ph EC (variable speed  200 rpm – 1000 rpm)

The author has fought doggedly for more than 40 years to ensure nothing 
is wasted when it comes to pigs.

Waste not want not

There are no half measures when it comes to pigs. And fighting food waste 
is part of that. Appropriately treated food waste can play its part in produc-
ing quality pork while driving down input costs.

http://porknews.com.au
mailto:sales@titanfan.com.au
mailto:daryl@wildseasfishmeal.com
mailto:edan-awe@bigpond.com
https://austwaste.com.au/
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Powered by science to actively defend against multiple mycotoxins*

With 3 combined strategies

Mycofix®

Deactivate mycotoxins
Activate performance

Learn more at 
dsm-firmenich.com/anh

Adsorption

Biotransformation

Bioprotection

* Authorized by EU Regulation 1060/2013, 
2017/913, 2017/930, 2018/1568 and 2021/363.

http://www.porknews.com.au
https://www.dsm.com/anh/home.html
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THE Federal Govern-
ment twisted the knife 
into Australian agri-
culture, with the big-
gest allocation of new 
funding for the sector 
allocated to shutting 
down the live sheep 
trade.

National Farmers’ Fed-
eration president David 
Jochinke said while at 
a glance at the budget, 
it would appear the big-
gest spending spree for 
agriculture was for the 
Future Drought Fund, 
only $42.2 million is 
new money.

“Peel back the surface 
and the disappointment 
appears,” Mr Jochinke 
said.

“The biggest spend 
in ‘agriculture’ is not 
even for farmers, it’s 
appeasing the extreme 
activists and to generate 
inner city votes at the 
next election.

“The budget confirms 
$107 million to cancel 
the trade and, to add in-
sult to injury, only $64.6 
million will go to pro-
ducers and the supply 
chain.”

Farmers from across 
the nation are reeling 
from the announcement 
that the live sheep trade 
will be wiped out in only 
four years.

“This is a bitter blow,” 
he said.

“What we say to the 
government is reverse the 
ban, keep your money 
and we’ll call it even.

“This is a painful 
budget for Australian 
farmers and this is a 
kick in the guts when 
we are already down.”
Climate change an-
nouncements a posi-
tive to help shape the 
agenda, but we await 
detail

The NFF awaits more 
detail on the $63.8 mil-
lion over a decade to 
support initial emission 
reduction efforts in the 
agriculture and land sec-
tors as part of Australia’s 
transition to net zero by 
2050. 

“This announcement 
should prove a solid 
down payment on in-
vesting in agriculture’s 
approach to addressing 
climate change,” Mr 
Jochinke  said.

“We look forward to 
understanding the detail.

“We welcome funding 
for the Nature Positive 
Plan and improving 
the Australian Carbon 
Credit Unit Scheme, we 
will continue to unpack 
these and what they 
mean for agriculture 
over the coming days.”
Regional infrastruc-
ture spend welcomed

The $1.7 billion spend 
for roads is welcome 
news from this budget. 

Farmers are fed up 
with Australia’s crum-
bling road network.

“We hope this indi-
cates a renewed focus on 
creating more efficient 
and safer freight routes,” 
he said.
Fund for community-
destroying buybacks 
concealed

The budget includes 
an undisclosed amount 
for progressing contro-
versial water buybacks 
in the Murray Darling 
Basin.

“We’d love them to 
come clean on exactly 
what that slush fund 
contains,” Mr Jochinke 
said.

“Communities deserve 
transparency about how 
many farms will be shut 
down in the blind rush to 
complete the plan.”
Little to support ca-
reers in agriculture

In a disappointing 
blow to workforce, the 
government has cut the 
Harvest Trail Services 
and Harvest Trail In-
formation Service pro-
grams to save $47.3 mil-
lion and it’s drastically 
slashed funding for the 
gap-year program Ag-
Careerstart.

“AgCareerstart has re-
ceived a pitiful $500,000 
across two years,” he 
said.

“While it’s a start, it 
falls far short of the 
$4.4 million needed to 
keep the program’s mo-
mentum going.

“This program has 
revolutionised bringing 
fresh feet into the in-
dustry, connecting 
young people with 
jobs on farms, as well 
as helping solve farm 
workforce shortages.

“It’s been one of the 
few positive improve-

ments amid a slashing 
of visa programs and 
degrading of workplace 
laws that has character-
ised this government, 
and now its future re-
mains uncertain.”
Community engage-
ment on renewables

“A $20.7 million 
provision for the con-
tinued funding of the 
Australian Energy In-
frastructure Commis-
sioner is a good start 
to improve community 
engagement and social 
licence for renewables 
projects,” Mr Jochinke 
said.

“However, the package 
doesn’t go far enough, 
only supporting volun-
tary national developer 
standards. 

“The NFF will con-
tinue to fight for better 
consultation and solu-
tions that don’t sacrifice 
food and fibre produc-
tion.”

The NFF also noted 
and welcomed addi-
tional announcements 
relevant to the farm 
sector, including:

• Extension of the 
$20,000 instant asset 
write-off until June 30, 
2025

• $519.1 million across 
four years for the Future 
Drought Fund only in-
cludes $42.2 million in 
new money

• An additional extra 
$13.9 million for the 
department to respond 
quickly to drought events 
and ensure drought is al-
ways high on the policy 
agenda

• $2 million boost to 
help Australian agri-
cultural exporters re-
build trade with China 
and diversify into other 
markets, as well as a 
$14.4 million com-
mitment to expand the 
Australia-India Business 
Exchange to promote 
Australia’s trade and in-
vestment with India and 
across south Asia

• $400,000 across 
three years for Farmsafe 
Australia to extend the 
National Farm Safety 
Week campaign

• $1.5 million to im-
prove accurate and clear 
labelling of plant-based 
alternative protein prod-
ucts. 

NFF president David Jochinke said the biggest funding allocation for closing down the live sheep 
trade was a bitter blow. “Reverse the ban, keep your money and we’ll call it even.”

Farmers plea at painful budget

http://porknews.com.au
https://www.saveco-water.com.au/en-GB/PorkNews
https://www.saveco-water.com.au/en-GB/PorkNews
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GTe7uCzKfv8-8JTxlXCG76V3-ETxcHO4/view
ccdsales@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
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Your trusted partner

More than 10 years of 
experience with more data 

than any comparable vaccine

When you demand 
performance, 

 turn to the product 
you trust
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SKIOLD & Vacuum Milling Solutions • Jimboomba Qld  •  www.vacmillsolutions.com.au

&

CONTACT:
Phone: 0755 477 588
sales@vacmillsolutions.com.au 

GRAIN MILLING SPECIALIST

GRAIN MILLING DOESN'T HAVE TO BE A LABOUR INTENSIVE JOB!

SKIOLD & Vacuum Milling Solutions specialise in the design, sales and installation of
quality grain milling equipment.

We supply the latest in grain milling and augering equipment. Australian made and from around the 

world.  We cover all of Australia and also the Pacific Islands. With 15 years' experience in the farming 

industry, we pride ourselves on quality equipment, installations and undertake a commitment to 

ensure customer satisfaction.

GRAIN MILLING AND AUGERING EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS
DESIGN, SALES AND INSTALLATION

CALL US TODAY TO HEAR WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!

Discmill, mixer, augers, bucket elevator, jet filter, mineral hopper

Zoetis has partnered with Beyond Blue to once again champion mental 
health initiatives in rural Australia.

Empowering rural Australians
IN recent years, Aus-
tralians in rural and re-
gional areas have faced 
unprecedented chal-
lenges that have taken 
a toll on mental health 
and well-being. 

Factors such as infla-
tion, cost-of-living pres-
sures, climate change 
and the lingering im-
pacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic have under-
scored the importance 
of mental health support, 
particularly for farmers 
and rural communities. 

Recognising the crit-
ical need for support, 
Zoetis has partnered 
with Beyond Blue to 
once again champion 
mental health initiatives 
in rural Australia. 

With a commitment of 
$800,000 over the past 
eight years, Zoetis has 
been a steadfast sup-
porter of Beyond Blue’s 
vital services, which 
have seen more than 
300,000 individuals 
reach out for assistance 
in 2023 alone. 

For 2024, Zoetis has 
set a goal to raise an ad-
ditional $100,000 by the 
end of the year by do-
nating $5 from each sale 
of the company’s live-
stock, pig and poultry 
vaccines and drenches.

Zoetis senior vice 
president Australia and 
New Zealand Lance 
Williams said, “Our 
partnership with Beyond 
Blue is more than just 
financial support.” 

“It’s about fostering 
a culture of hope and 
resilience, ensuring that 
those facing mental 
health challenges know 
they are not alone and 
that help is available.”

Over 3.4 million 
people in Australia are 
dealing with anxiety or 
depression and nearly 
half of the population 
will face mental health 
issues in their lifetime. 

Not only are Austral-
ians living in rural and 
remote areas dispropor-
tionately affected by 
stress and anxiety, ac-
cessing services is sig-
nificantly harder due to 
attitudinal, financial and 
digital barriers.

Derek Schoen, a 
Corowa farmer and 
Beyond Blue board 
member, emphasised 
the importance of main-
taining hope amidst ad-
versity.

“Country people are 
resilient and tough, but 
the many challenges we 
face can take a toll on 
our mental health.”

“The repeated extreme 
weather events we’ve 
seen at the start of this 
year have added to these 
stresses,” he said.

“I would encourage 
people to not lose hope 
and to seek support 
early.”

According to research 
from the National 
Farmers Federation, 
nearly a third of farmers 
have reported a decline 
in their mental health, 
citing weather-related 
disasters (47 percent), 
financial stress (36 per-
cent) and inflation and 
cost pressures (35 per-
cent) as top contributors. 

Alarmingly, close 
to half of Australian 
farmers have experi-
enced thoughts of self-
harm or suicide, with 
feelings of loneliness 
and limited access to 
mental health services 
compounding these 
challenges. 

The Beyond Blue Sup-
port Service has been 
instrumental in pro-
viding a lifeline to those 
in distress. 

After contacting the 
service, a significant 
majority of individuals 
reported feeling heard, 
understood and less dis-
tressed, highlighting the 
positive impact of early 
intervention and sup-
port.

The journey to mental 
health is a collective 
effort that relies on a 
foundation of compas-
sion, understanding and 
support. 

Support can be given 
in many ways, including 
lending a listening ear.

“Every act of kindness, 
no matter how seem-
ingly small, carries im-
mense significance,” Mr 
Williams said.

“It’s crucial to re-
member that this 
journey doesn’t have to 
be a lonely one. 

“By fostering con-
nections and creating 
safe spaces for open 
dialogue, we can col-
lectively normalise con-
versations about mental 
health and encourage 
help-seeking behaviour. 

“It’s about recognising 
that each person’s ex-
perience is unique and 
valid, and that seeking 

support is a sign of 
strength, not weakness.”

As Australia continues 
to navigate various chal-
lenges, Zoetis remains 
committed to promoting 
mental health awareness 
and supporting initia-
tives that strengthen the 
well-being of rural com-
munities. 

Together with Beyond 
Blue, Zoetis is har-
nessing the power of 
hope to navigate through 
difficult times and build 
a brighter healthier fu-
ture for all Australians.

People can support the 
Zoetis initiative between 
July 15 and October 31, 
2024. 

For each sale of the 
company’s livestock, pig 
and poultry vaccines and 
drenches, Zoetis will do-
nate $5, up to $100,000, 
to Beyond Blue. 

“The money raised 
goes directly to the Be-
yond Blue Support Ser-
vice, to continue helping 
people living in remote 
areas,” Mr Williams 
said.

“To date, thanks to 
Zoetis’ donation, over 
15,500 people have been 
able to get the support 
they need through the 
service. 

“Together we have 
made strong progress in 
supporting the mental 
health and well being of 
those who live in rural 
Australia, and we are 
passionate about helping 
again this year.”

For more information 
on how you can help 
Zoetis to raise vital 
funds to support mental 
health in rural commu-
nities through its part-
nership with Beyond 
Blue, visit zoetis.com.au 

For more information 
about depression and 
anxiety, visit beyond 
blue.org.au 

The Beyond Blue Sup-
port Service offers free 
and immediate counsel-
ling, advice and referrals 
via phone, webchat or 
email. 

To talk to a mental 
health professional for 
free, contact the twenty-
four seven Beyond Blue 
Support Service on 1300 
22 46 36. 

Free web chat is also 
available twenty-four 
seven at beyondblue.
org.au/support-service/
chat and you can join 
the online forums for 
free. 

n Zoetis supports mental health initiative

http://porknews.com.au
http://zoetis.com.au
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/
http://beyondblue.org.au/support-service/chat
http://beyondblue.org.au/support-service/chat
http://beyondblue.org.au/support-service/chat
mailto:sales@vacmillsolutions.com.au
http://www.vacmillsolutions.com.au
https://aussiepumps.com.au/
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/
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CREEP 

Blueprint® is the next step 
forward in high-performing 
animal nutrition. 

It is founded on the proven 
science that the form in which 
nutrients are delivered is just as 
important as the level of 
supplementation. 

The Blueprint Creep feeds are  
tailored to support the young 
piglet in overcoming nutritional 
challenges.

Each formulation contains 
optimum energy and amino acid 
levels, a blend of ppre and 
pprobiotics plus high quality 
vitamins and Bioplex® organic 
trace minerals to optimise 
growth, feed intake and vitality  
after weaning.

ALLTECH LIENERT AUSTRALIA
8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy SA 5371 
Tel: (08) 8524 8150 | 1800 649 231 
Alltechlienert.com.au 
customerserviceaustralia@alltech.com

IMPROVING GROWTH  
PERFORMANCE
It is critical to provide weaning 
piglets with optimal nutrition and 
an ideal growing environment in 
order to achieve maximum 
lifetime performance.

IMPROVING GUT  
INTESTINAL MORPHOLOGY 
Gut health is essential for building 
a foundation for performance and 
profitability in pig production. 

INCREASING FEED  
INTAKES AT WEANING 
Providing the necessary nutrients 
during this highly energy-
dependent stage is important to 
ensure that the pig can easily 
transition from liquid to solid 
food.

BUILDING IMMUNE HEALTH
If pigs aren’t eating well, gut 
health may be compromised, 
which can affect their overall 
health and make them more 
vulnerable to disease challenges.

Benefits of Blueprint®
What’s important during this life 
stage?

http://www.porknews.com.au
mailto:customerserviceaustralia@alltech.com
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THE following ex-
tract is taken from the 
study ‘Environmental 
impacts of Australian 
pork in 2020 and 2022 
determined using life 
cycle assessments’ by 
Mary-Frances Copley, 
Eugene McGahan, 
Kate McCormack, and 
Stephen Wiedemann 
of Integrity Ag, com-
missioned by Aus-
tralian Pork Limited 
and recently presented 
at Food with Purpose 
2024.

The research paper 
in its entirety can be 
found at doi.org/10.1071/
AN23352

The Australian pork 
industry has experienced 
substantial growth over 
the past four decades, 
resulting in a national 
herd of approximately 
2.25 million pigs in 
2019–2020. 

The pork industry 
makes a significant 
contribution to the Aus-

tralian economy, valued 
at $5.3 billion in 2020–
2021.

Production occurs in 
each state in Australia, 
with the eastern sea-
board – Queensland, 
NSW and Victoria – re-
sponsible for two-thirds 
of the national herd.

Pork is typically a 
lower environmental 
impact protein, but 
life cycle assessments 
(LCAs) in Australia have 
focused most strongly on 
greenhouse gas emis-
sions, energy and water 
and not on other relevant 
impacts such as nutrient 
losses. 

Environmental im-
pacts arise within the 
farm boundary and 
from upstream feed pro-
duction. 

Most feed production 
occurs outside the op-
erational boundary of 
the piggery, where there 
is less control over re-
ducing impacts. 

It is important for in-
dustry to understand 
both the direct impacts 
(within operational 
control) and indirect 
impacts (outside opera-
tional control) when de-
veloping environmental 
improvement plans.

Baseline environ-
mental impacts (GHG 
emissions, fossil en-
ergy use, freshwater 
consumption, stress-
weighted water use, and 
land occupation) for 
Australian pork produc-
tion were determined 
previously for 2010-
2011.

The study covered 
14 farms in four major 
production regions, 
finding that impacts 
were strongly influenced 
by housing and manure 
management systems 
and feed systems. 

The study concluded 
that, particularly in 
conventional systems, 
improvement in feed 
conversion ratios should 
result in lower impacts 
over time. 

Compared with in-
ternational production, 
baseline environmental 
impacts of Australian 
pork tended to be higher 
than northern hemi-
sphere production for 
carbon footprint and 
land occupation but 

lower for fossil energy 
use.

In 2022, the Australian 
Government legislated 
an economy-wide 43 
percent emission reduc-
tion target (from a 2005 
baseline) by 2030 and a 
target for net zero emis-
sions by 2050. 

To align with the 2030 
target, the Australian 
pork industry requires 
an approximate 41 per-
cent reduction in GHG 
emissions from its 2010 
baseline. 

Also in 2022, the 
Australian Govern-
ment joined the Global 
Methane Pledge, com-
mitting to a minimum 
30 percent reduction 
in methane emissions 
across all sectors of the 
economy by 2030 from 
a 2020 baseline.

The commitment 
has implications for 
pork production and 
its methane emissions 
from enteric fermenta-
tion, manure handling 
and uncovered effluent 
ponds at both farms and 
processing plants.

Under the Carbon 
Credits (Carbon 
Farming Initiative – 
Animal Effluent Man-
agement) Methodology 
Determination, methane 
destruction and avoid-
ance at piggeries, such as 
covered anaerobic ponds 
and solids removal, can 
be registered with the 
Clean Energy Regulator 
and earn Australian 
Carbon Credit Units 
(ACCUs). 

The ACCUs can then 
be held, sold to the pri-
vate market or sold to the 
Australian Government. 

The implications 
around ACCU sales, 
when this abatement 
leaves one sector for 
another – for example, 
if ACCUs were gener-
ated by pig farms but 
sold to the mining sector 
to meet government re-
quirements – have not 
been explored previ-
ously. 

In the context of pub-
licly communicated tar-
gets and commitments, 
to avoid double counting 
abatement, these reduc-
tions need to be removed 
from the pig industry ac-
count when being traded 
out of the sector, but not 

where they are sold to 
the Federal Government.

In addition to GHG, 
other priority indicators 
for Australian agri-food 
production include fossil 
energy use, land occupa-
tion and freshwater con-
sumption, scarcity and 
stress. 

In addition, nutrient 
losses are an area of con-
cern for pig production 
but, though commonly 
assessed in overseas 
studies, eutrophication 
potential (EP) has not 
previously been assessed 
for pork using LCA in 
Australia. 

While the pork in-
dustry is responsible 
for impacts across all 
of these indicators, it is 
also exposed to impacts 
arising outside its opera-
tional control in other 
industries, most notably 
via feed grains. 

It is anticipated that, 
as industry continues to 
improve performance, 
the relative contribu-
tion to environmental 
performance of external 
sources, such as feed 
grain production, will 
increase over time, un-
less substantial inter-
vention is undertaken to 
achieve equivalent envi-
ronmental improvement 
in other industries.

The shift both in Aus-
tralia and globally to 
public commitments to 
long-term environmental 
improvement targets ne-
cessitates ongoing moni-
toring and reanalysis or 
interpretation of past 
results to understand 
trends and counter-
trends. 

In response to this, re-
cent studies of pork pro-
duction have explored 
and reported on trends 
over time.

This study provides 
two updated benchmarks 
(financial year 2020 and 
financial year 2022) for 
the environmental per-
formance of the Aus-
tralian pork industry and 
discusses the short-and 
long-term performance 
of the industry drawing 
on past studies of Aus-
tralian production.

The updated analysis is 
fundamental to reporting 
improvement trends, 
sustaining improvement 

CONVENIENT DOSING APPLICATOR
Premi-Boost+ 250mL comes with a separate dosing applicator that delivers precisely 2mL per dose. This 
ensures accurate and convenient administration to newborn, underweight and premature piglets.
The applicator simplifies the dosing process, making it easy for caregivers to provide the necessary nutritional 
support to young animals.

PACK SIZE: 250MLDOSE RATE

ONE PUMP = 2ML
2mL: Newborn, underweight and premature piglets 
soon after birth.
Repeat the following day if necessary.
For any remaining product, reapply the original bottle 
cap and store in a cool/dry place for up to 3 months.
Rinse and clean trigger prior to reusing.

SHAKE WELL BEFORE USE

Supports growth, development and vitality

Boosts energy in weak and underweight 
newborns

Promotes immune function, digestive health and 
overall wellbeing

Aids in the prevention of nutritional deficiencies 
and supports optimal growth trajectories

Easy-to-administer paste formulation ensures 
accurate dosing and maximum effectiveness.

REBECCA JAMIESON - SWINE KEY ACCOUNT MANAGER

0400 392 111
DISTRIBUTED BY:

PREMI-BOOST+

PIGLETS
Vetsense Premi-Boost+ is a specialised nutritional 
paste designed to support the health and vitality of 
weak, underweight and premature piglets. 
Formulated with a precise blend of essential vitamins, 
minerals and amino acids, Premi-Boost+ provides 
comprehensive support for the early development and 
growth of piglets.

Dr Stephen Wiedemann presented the findings of the study at Food with 
Purpose 2024.
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by identifying priority 
areas for industry to ad-
dress, and identifying 
and managing emerging 
countertrends.
Whole of supply chain 
impacts

All impacts were 
higher at the retail shelf 
than at other stages of 
the supply chain for mul-
tiple reasons. 

Mass losses that oc-
curred in the product 
flow between stages 
uniformly increased im-
pacts across all catego-
ries. 

Additional GHG emis-
sions and energy use 
were attributable to fossil 
energy inputs in trans-
port, at distribution cen-
tres and retail operations. 

Retail operations and 
logistics accounted for 
13 percent of GHG emis-
sions (including land 
use and direct land use 
change, LU and dLUC) 
per kilogram of retail 
pork in FY22. 

Of this, grid electricity 
consumption at retail op-
erations was the major 
source of emissions. 

There were no signifi-
cant differences between 
the two analysis periods 
for impacts at primary 
and further processing.

Per kilogram of pork 
at the retail shelf, en-
ergy inputs at processing 
and post processing ac-
counted for 15 percent 
of the total and fossil 
energy at the retail level 
accounted for 27 percent 
of the total. 

This demonstrates that 
though primary produc-
tion may dominate the 
emission profile, distri-
bution and retail net-
works are considerable 
contributors to energy 
consumption.

Between 2020 and 
2022, freshwater con-
sumption and stress also 
declined per kilogram 
of pork ready for distri-
bution to retail and per 
kilogram of retail pork, 
however this was over-
whelmingly attributable 
to upstream feed produc-
tion rather than reduced 
water consumption at 
processing or retail. 

In 2022, water con-
sumption at retail repre-
sented only 1 percent of 
the total freshwater con-
sumption per kilogram 
of pork at the retail shelf, 
whereas consumption at 
primary and further pro-
cessing accounted for 9 
percent. 

Any additional direct 
EP at primary pro-
cessing was attributable 
to irrigation of treated 
wastewater on-site, 
which was a minor con-
tribution.
Total emissions

Though the carbon 
account (total industry 
emissions incl. LU and 
dLUC) in 2022 was 56 
percent lower than in 
1980, industry expansion 
to increase food produc-
tion resulted in higher 
total GHG emissions in 
FY22 compared to the 
previous analysis period. 

Net GHG emissions for 

the industry (that is, total 
emissions including LU 
and dLUC plus ACCUs 
generated and sold on 
the private market) also 
increased between FY20 
and FY22 by 10 per-
cent, a combination of 
a 6 percent increase in 
total emissions from ex-
panded production and 
the sale of more than 
70,000 carbon credits to 
private enterprises out-
side the Australian pork 
industries. 

Where ACCU Scheme 
project holders sell to the 
Federal Government, as 
the credits are not re-
tired against a claim, it 
is not double counting 
to account for these re-
ductions in the pork in-
dustry.

This market dimension 
is a new consideration 
for agricultural indus-
tries including pork, 
where the apparent envi-
ronmental benefits from 
interventions may not 
be attributable to the in-
dustry because these are 

sold to other sectors. 
In FY22, ACCU sales 

outside the industry ac-
counted for 6 percent of 
the sectoral (Scope 1 and 
2) net emissions.

Sectoral emissions 
(not adjusted for ACCU 
sales) represented 54 
percent and 53 percent of 
the industry’s net carbon 
account in FY20 and 
FY22. 

Scope 1 emissions 
from manure manage-
ment systems were the 
greatest contributor to 
the sectoral carbon ac-
count, accounting for 78 
percent and 75 percent 
of the emissions in FY20 
and FY22 respectively. 

This finding demon-
strates that the potential 
for the greatest emis-
sion reduction lies in 
the transition of to lower  
emission intensity 
housing systems (for 
those producers not al-
ready operating CAPs, 
with high proportions 

The first industry life cycle assessment was commissioned by Australian 
Pork Limited in 2008.
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Conclusions include a focused effort was needed to improve conversion.

Industry improvement in carbon footprint over the 40 years since 1980, 
however no improvement between 2020-2022.

Carbon footprint by housing and manure man-
agement systems compared to 2022 industry 
average.

Environmental impacts of Australian pork study
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EFFECTIVE drainage 
is essential for any pig-
gery.

Without that, the build-
up of liquid waste will 
not only cause health 
problems for sows and 
their progeny but can 
also result in disease.

Everybody is conscious 
of the need for effective 
drainage, though not all 
piggeries are aware of 
the need to regularly 
clear drains from build-
up of material inside the 
pipes. 

Over time, that build 
up can reduce flows, 
effectively turning a 4” 
pipe into what amounts 
to a 3” pipe or smaller.

Aussie Pumps, cre-
ator and perfector of 
the Aussie Cobra drain 
cleaning Jetter, has pro-
duced a ‘piggery spe-
cial’ that not only en-
ables the drains to be 
cleaned easily and effec-
tively but does it quickly 
and cleanly.

Aussie Pumps chief 
engineer John Hales 
said, “Using 4000 or 
5000psi Aussie Cobra 
Jetters can clear blocked 
drains in a fraction of 
the time taken by the 
old mechanical eels or 
similar devices.”

“Not only is the Jetter 
much faster in clearing 
the chokes but it even has 
the ability to cut through 
serious impediments 
based on the range of 
nozzles provided with 
the machine.”

Aussie Pumps pro-
duced the first high pres-
sure drain cleaning Jet-
ters almost 20 years ago.

They were first used 
by plumbers to clear 
blocked drains in metro-
politan areas in Austral-
ia’s four biggest cities.

Later they were 
adopted by leading pig-
geries to clear blocked 
drains on a regular basis.

Machines can be either 
trolley mounted or even 

vehicle tray mounted.
The machines fea-

ture Big Berty Berto-
lini heavy duty triplex 
pumps with solid ce-
ramic pistons, forged 
brass heads and crank-
cases that are heavily 
‘finned’ for additional 
cooling.

The machines are nor-
mally driven by a Honda 
engine, though can also 
be equipped with three-
phase electric motors 
or even diesel engines 
where required.

Aussie’s latest range of 
Jetters, called the De-
luxe Mk3 versions, all 
come with heavy duty 
stainless-steel frames, 
30-litre stainless-steel 
break tanks and, in the 
case of the Honda en-
gine powered versions, a 
12-litre fuel tank.

“Most of the chokes 
are easily cleared within 
a matter of 10-15 min-
utes, depending on the 
length and complexity of 

the system,” Mr Hales 
said.

All machines come 
with an Aussie Nozzle 
Box. 

The nozzle box in-
cludes seven pieces, with 
a range of nozzles ca-
pable of clearing almost 
anything.

The Jetter itself is 
equipped with a stain-
less-steel hose reel and 
60m of R8 high-pres-
sure super-flexible drain 
cleaner hose, rated to 
5000psi.
Portable reel for ex-
tended control

The addition of a port-
able mini reel, which 
enables the operator to 
access difficult to reach 
locations, extends the 
reach of the Jetter a fur-
ther 60m.

Called the Aussie 
Viper Mini Reel, the 
stainless-steel hose reel 
comes complete with an 
integrated on/off valve 
that allows the operator 
to control the Jetter re-
motely. 
Debris flushed away

These powerful ma-
chines, in a range of 
up to 31LPM flow and 
with pressures as high 
as 5000psi, can pro-
vide virtually instant 
cleaning.

The big advantage of 
Aussie’s Jetter design 
is that when the choke 
is cleared, the debris is 
flushed down the pipe, 
leaving the work site 
clean.

A washdown gun kit 
comes with the machine, 
enabling to Jetter to 
double as a very effec-
tive high-pressure water 
blaster too.

For more information, 
contact the factory at 
Norwest in Sydney on 
02 8865 3500. 

■ Farrowing and weaner crates, 
growers and baconer pens. ■ Feed 
hopper with stainless steel trough.

■ Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap; 
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and 
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.
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ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST

(>85 percent) of deep 
litter, or outdoor pro-
duction).

The contribution of 
the major gases to total 
industry emissions (ex-
cluding LU and dLUC) 
did not change between 
FY20 and FY22. 

For net emissions 
however, the contri-
bution of methane 
increased in both per-
centage and absolute 
terms between the two 
years in response to a 
decrease in carbon di-
oxide equivalent emis-
sions from LU and 
dLUC.
Comparison with 
other proteins

The present study 
analysed impacts to 
the retail shelf, which 
was an extended supply 
chain compared with 
most protein LCAs re-
ported to date. 

To aid comparability, 
we compared results 
excluding the retail and 
distribution stages for 
pork, that is per kilo-
gram of boneless fat-
corrected pork ready 
for distribution to re-
tail.

Environmental im-
pacts were higher than 
retail-ready bone-
less chicken meat and 
shell-and protein-cor-
rected eggs for GHG, 
LU and dLUC, fossil 
energy use, freshwater 
consumption, water 
stress, and land occu-
pation. 

Compared with pro-
tein and fat-corrected 
lamb, boneless retail-
ready pork had lower 
impacts for GHG ex-
cluding LU and dLUC, 
freshwater consump-
tion and stress, and 
total land occupation 
but higher impacts for 
fossil energy use and 

arable land occupation. 
Boneless fat-cor-

rected beef had higher 
GHG emissions (ex-
cluding LU and dLUC), 
freshwater consump-
tion and stress and 
total land occupation 
impacts per kilogram 
than pork, but lower 
fossil energy use and 
arable land occupation 
impacts.

None of the compar-
ison Australian studies 
for poultry, beef or 
lamb reported EP. 

Piggeries may lose 
a small proportion 
of nutrients from the 
site in run-off losses 
even under best man-
agement practices but 
comparatively, total 
meat production is very 
high. 
Conclusions

As the environ-
mental credentials 
of agri-food products 
become more impor-
tant to customers and 
consumers, the ability 
of the Australian pork 
industry to quantify, 
understand and com-
municate performance 
and long-term trends is 
increasingly important 
for the industry’s social 
licence. 

This study was the 
most comprehensive 
of its kind in Australia 
based on industry cov-
erage, which repre-
sented 70-72 percent 
by volume. 

Between 1980 and 
2022, the industry 
has reduced product 
carbon footprint (in-
cluding LU and dLUC) 
by 78 percent, fossil en-
ergy use by 61 percent, 
freshwater consump-
tion by 90 percent and 
land occupation by 42 
percent.

However, the rate of 
change was found to 

have slowed in the most 
recent period for GHG 
emissions, suggesting 
interventions and con-
certed effort will be 
required to continue 
emission reduction. 

Scope 1 emissions 
from housing and ma-
nure management sys-
tems were the greatest 
contributor to the sec-
toral carbon account 
(Scope 1 and 2 emis-
sions), accounting for 
78 percent and 75 per-
cent of the emissions 
in FY20 and FY22 re-
spectively. 

This finding dem-
onstrates that the po-
tential for the greatest 
emission reduction lies 
in the ongoing transi-
tion to lower emission 
intensity housing sys-
tems. 

Piggeries with CAPs, 
high proportions (>85 
percent) of deep litter 
or outdoor housing 
produce pork with 
lower GHG emissions, 
providing a range of 
options for the industry. 

Advancing progress 
towards low-emissions 
pork would be en-
hanced by a structured 
emission reduction 
pathway for industry, 
developed with broad 
input from stake-
holders extending from 
suppliers to retail and 
from government and 
finance. 

Further, pork is a rela-
tively low impact meat 
production system with 
significant potential to 
further reduce environ-
mental impacts by im-
plementing sustainable 
practice change. 
Mary-Frances Copley, 
Eugene McGahan, 
Kate McCormack 
and Dr Stephen 
Wiedemann
Integrity Ag

Environmental impacts of Australian pork Piggery chokes no joke

Compact in design, Aussie’s Jetter range can be vehicle tray mounted for 
mobility on site.
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BEING an educated 
consumer and choosing 
higher-welfare products 
is one way in which 
Australians can im-
prove conditions for 
farm animals and sup-
port farmers raising an-
imals to better welfare 
standards.

The choices we make 
and the products we buy 
are a vote for the system 
that produces them, and 
Aussies are increasingly 
sending the message 
they want higher-welfare 
products from farms that 
prioritise better animal 
welfare.

One area of ongoing 
concern for Australians 
is pork, and people par-
ticularly want to know 
how to purchase pork 
that is higher welfare. 

As with egg-laying 
hens, the vast majority 
of pigs reared for pork 
in Australia are kept 
in barren conventional 
systems, with a smaller 
percentage in outdoor 
systems. 

Unlike eggs, pork 
products aren’t gener-
ally required to clearly 
label the type of farming 
system, which is a big 
problem.

But there are some 
fairly consistent terms 
you can look for that are 
used to describe how 
pigs are reared.

Here’s how to make 
sense of pork labels to 
help you choose higher 
welfare.
Identifying higher-wel-
fare pork products

All fresh pork sold in 
Australia comes from 
pigs that are farmed in 
Australia. 

What consumers may 
not realise is that many 
pork products such as 
processed ham, bacon, 
deli meats and pre-
cooked products such 
as pulled pork are im-
ported, most commonly 
from the US, Canada 
and some European 
countries.

Why does this matter? 
Pig welfare standards 

vary greatly between 
countries and pigs are 
often not raised to the 
same standard overseas.

Though Australian 
conventional produc-
tion of pork isn’t entirely 
good for pig welfare, 
there are attributes that 
put it ahead of produc-
tion in the US.

The Australian pork 
industry has phased out 
sow stalls and now about 
80 percent of sows are 
housed in groups during 
their pregnancy. 

However, most sows 
are still confined in 
narrow farrowing crates 
during and after the 
birth of piglets.

In Australia, Country 
of Origin Labelling has 
also been introduced, 
requiring all busi-
nesses selling pack-
aged food products to 
ensure packing includes 
a product label stating 
the percentage of Aus-
tralian ingredients and 
the country of origin of 
those ingredients. 

Be sure to check the 
bar to see what per-
centage of ingredients 
are Australian.

If its low, it’s unlikely 
the pork is Aussie grown.
RSPCA Approved

When you see the 
RSPCA Approved cer-
tification on pork this 
means the pig has come 
from a farm that meets 
the RSPCA Approved 
farming scheme’s de-
tailed and publicly avail-
able standard for pigs 
– and that the farm is 
regularly assessed to 
make sure the standard 
is being met.

The RSPCA standard 
for pigs has 322 require-
ments on farm and 88 at 
slaughter. 

Whether an indoor, 
outdoor-bred or free-
range farm, there is a 
focus on providing for 
pigs’ behavioural and 
physical needs. 

Sow stalls, traditional 
farrowing crates and 
painful husbandry pro-
cedures – such as tail 
docking and teeth clip-
ping – are not allowed 
under the RSPCA Ap-
proved farming scheme 
at all.

Pig farms with RSPCA 
Approved certification 
are assessed twice a 
year and abattoirs once a 
year by specially trained 
RSPCA assessors. 

Any brand marketing 
their product as RSPCA 
Approved also under-
goes traceability assess-
ments by the RSPCA 
to verify the products 
supply chain.

Coles has long been 
working with the 
RSPCA Approved 
farming scheme on pig 
welfare, and excitingly 
all Coles free-range 
pork is now RSPCA Ap-
proved and available na-
tionally.
Free range

Free-range pork comes 
from pigs born and raised 
with free access to out-
door areas or paddocks 
with vegetation and the 
freedom to move, forage 
and socialise. 

Sows are not confined 
to traditional farrowing 
crates or sow stalls and 
have access to a far-
rowing hut to nest with 
their piglets.

It’s important to un-
derstand however, that 
a free-range housing 
system does not auto-
matically mean higher 
welfare – how the pigs 
are raised, handled, kept 
and managed is also cru-
cial to achieving better 
welfare.
Outdoor bred 

Not to be confused with 
free range, this label is 
used to signify pigs that 
have been born in a free-
range environment but 
then subsequently raised 
indoors. 

Outdoor-bred pigs may 
be raised in enriched in-
door systems with large 
open sheds and comfort-
able straw bedding or in 
small pens with concrete 
floors in more conven-
tional farming systems.

From the label alone 

there is little way of 
knowing, so gathering 
further information from 
the brand is a good way 
to find out more.
Sow stall free

‘Sow stall free’ is the 
term used to define pigs 
that have been born 
from sows that are group 
housed during their 
pregnancy. 

While the growth of 
sow stall free pork is 
an important develop-
ment, the label of ‘sow 
stall free’ alone does not 
indicate higher welfare 
production.

Sow stall free farms 
still confine the sow to 
a farrowing crate prior 
to and for the weeks fol-
lowing the birth of her 
piglets. 

In a farrowing crate, a 
sow can only stand up 
and lie down. 

She can’t turn around 

or engage with her envi-
ronment. 

Sows are strongly mo-
tivated to seek a nest site 
and build a nest before 
giving birth.

They cannot do this in 
a farrowing crate, and 
they cannot interact with 
their piglets. 

Piglets born in sow 
stall free systems are 
still raised in barren in-
tensive systems, often 
with no enrichment or 
bedding. 

Painful husbandry 
practices such as tail 
docking or teeth clipping 
can also still be used.
Not sure if your pork 
stacks up?

Here at the RSPCA, 
we actively engage with 
the pork industry and 
producers to encourage 
uptake of higher welfare 
farming practices. 

We welcome the oppor-

tunity to talk with for-
ward-thinking producers. 

So, if you have a fa-
vourite pork brand that 
isn’t RSPCA Approved, 
get in touch with them 
and let them know you 
would like to see them 
achieve RSPCA Ap-
proved certification. 
RSPCA

"$100,000 will assist over 1,500 people in Australia"*

Georgie Harman - CEO Beyond Blue*Assistance through the Beyond Blue Support Service

Information in your hands ZOETIS.COM.AU/LS
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 94 156 476 425. Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138. ©2024 Zoetis Inc. All rights reserved 05/24. ZL1992

Zoetis has donated $800,000 to Beyond Blue over the last 8 years. 
Help us raise another $100,000. 
For Zoetis livestock, poultry & companion animal vaccines or parasiticides sold by Zoetis between 
15 July and 31 October 2024, Zoetis will donate $5 per product, up to $100,000 to Beyond Blue.

$100,000
HELP US RAISE

to support mental 
health in rural 
Australia

Consumers particularly want to know how to 
purchase pork that is higher welfare.

All Coles free-range 
pork is now RSPCA 
Approved.

The label of ‘sow stall free’ alone does not indi-
cate higher welfare production.

How consumers can choose higher welfare pork

http://www.porknews.com.au
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/
https://www.zoetis.com.au/livestock-solutions/login.aspx
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THIS month’s report in-
cludes box plot graphs 
that show the variation 
of pig faecal digestible 
energy, broiler apparent 
metabolisable energy 
and protein percentage 
for barley and wheat 
samples by region as 
predicted by the Aus-
Scan Online NIR cali-
brations. 

The mean values for 
each variable and grain 
type across all regions 
are shown in Table 1 
and are derived from 
2030 barley and 8040 
wheat samples. 

The graphs represent 
predicted values from 
different regions over a 
five-month period, No-
vember 2023 to April 
2024. 

The mean pig faecal 
DE values for barley 
were significantly dif-
ferent between the 
regions but showed 
little variation within 
a region and, including 
the outliers (denoted 
by coloured symbols 
outside the quartile 
markers), the range was 
2.2MJ/kg across all 
regions and excluding 
outliers the range was 

1.2MJ/kg (see Figure 
1). 

In contrast, the mean 
pig faecal DE values for 
wheat are similar across 
all regions with a range 
of 3.5 MJ/kg (including 
outliers). 

However, excluding 
outliers, the range in 
predicted DE values re-
duced to approximately 
0.5MJ/kg (see Figure 2). 

The range of predicted 
values for broiler AME 
was greater than pig 
faecal DE and varied 
within and between re-
gions more notably for 
barley (see Figure 3) than 
wheat (see Figure 4). 

The trends for barley 
and wheat for broiler 
AME values are similar 
to the previous 2022-23 
season. 

Excluding outliers, the 
protein percentage of 
both barley (see Figure 
5) and wheat (see Figure 
6) showed less variation 

within a region com-
pared to the previous 
season and both grains 
showed similar varia-
tions between regions. 

Outliers are included 
in all graphs and indi-
cate the importance 
of scanning grains for 
these key parameters.

This will be the last 
Early Harvest Report 
for the 2023-24 season. 

Many thanks to the 
mills across Australia 
for contributing their 
AusScan Online data.

For more infor-
mation, email Dr 
Charles Rikard-Bell at 
c.rikardbell@april.org.
au 

Summary of 2023-24 
Early Harvest Data

Table 1: Mean values for Pig faecal DE, Broiler AME and Protein % for wheat 
and barley samples using AusScan Online NIR calibrations.

Distribution of Pig faecal DE (MJ/kg) by region for barley samples (Figure 1) and wheat samples 
(Figure 2) from November 2023 through to April 2024 as predicted by AusScan Online.

Distribution of Broiler AME (MJ/kg) by region for barley samples (Figure 3) and wheat samples (Figure 
4) from November 2023 through to April 2024 as predicted by AusScan Online.

Distribution of Protein (%) by region for barley samples (Figure 5) and wheat samples (Figure 6) from 
November 2023 through to April 2024 as predicted by AusScan Online.

BEC Feed Solutions
  offers an unparalleled range of animal nutrition

solutions, designed, sourced and blended to support our
customer’s needs.

We manufacture and supply nutritional premixes, feed
ingredients, additives and stock feed commodities, as

well as providing our customers with technical support.

Phone 1300 884 593
or visit

www.becfeed.com

http://porknews.com.au
mailto:c.rikardbell@april.org.au
mailto:c.rikardbell@april.org.au
http://www.becfeed.com
https://becfeed.com/
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THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 
Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.
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WORKFORCE needs 
to be a priority for 
Australian agriculture 
as we face widespread 
shortages across the 
entire industry. 

We need to attract 
and retain more agri-
cultural employees and 
leaders, and we need 
to understand and re-
spond to the future 
workforce needs of 
Australia’s rural indus-
tries. 

These priorities are 
at the forefront of Ag-
riFutures Australia’s 
strategic plan. 

AgriFutures Aus-
tralia, Training Ser-
vices NSW and TAFE 
NSW recently hosted 
over 300 students at 
the Ag Industry Days, 
an event that show-
cased the diverse ca-
reer opportunities in 
Australia’s agricultural 
industry. 

The events challenged 
the idea that ‘agricul-
ture is just farming’ 
and showcased to stu-
dents the opportunities 
in the industry right on 
their doorstep. 

AgriFutures Aus-
tralia manager work-
force delivery Abbey 
O’Callaghan said the 
workshops were de-
veloped in response to 
recommendations from 

a recent community 
perceptions and worker 
experiences report. 

The report em-
phasised the need to 
broaden the conversa-
tion about roles in the 
industry and showcase 
new technology as a 
selling point.

“Some of the world’s 
biggest challenges are 
directly related to ag-
riculture – food secu-
rity, sustainability and 
climate change,” Ms 
O’Callaghan said.

“The Ag Industry 
Days challenged per-
ceptions of the agricul-
ture industry and gal-
vanised the next gen-
eration of agricultural 
innovators.

“Importantly, we 
wanted to inspire stu-
dents to embrace sci-
ence, technology, en-
gineering, mathematics 
and agricultural sub-
jects as they progress 
into their senior school 
years.”

During the Ag In-
dustry Days, attendees 
were challenged to an-
swer the question, how 
do we rethink agricul-
ture?

Participating students 
could refine their an-
swers and submit their 
‘pitch’ to AgriFutures 
Australia. 

The responses will 
offer important in-
sights into the perspec-
tives of young people 
considering their ca-
reer options.

Innovative food waste 
management company 
Goterra was one of 
the diverse local in-
dustry organisations 
that hosted students for 
field trips during the 
event. 

Goterra chief execu-
tive officer and 2023 
ACT Australian of the 
Year Olympia Yarger 
recognised the role of 
such events in dispel-
ling misconceptions 
about the agriculture 
industry.

“One of the biggest 
challenges startups in 
the agritech space are 
facing is how to at-
tract talent that hasn’t 
necessarily grown up 
in agriculture but is 
passionate about its fu-
ture,” Ms Yarger said.

“A contributing factor 
to this challenge is the 
belief that agriculture 
is old-fashioned or 
stuck in the past.

“The reality is Aus-
tralian agriculture re-
mains on the forefront 
of innovation in the 
sector and is so diverse 
in opportunity, it can 
almost be difficult to 

choose where to put 
one’s attention. 

“Events like the Ag 
Industry Days are crit-
ical in showcasing the 
opportunities available 
and, as always, I’m so 
pleased Goterra is able 
to support and partici-
pate.”

Training Services 
NSW senior project 
officer Katie Friedlieb 
said the workshop pro-
vided students insights 
into an industry that 
may not be on their 
radar.

“Agriculture is no 
longer just about the 
traditional farmer, 
and we need profes-
sionals working in the 
sector in an off-farm 
capacity,” Ms Friedlieb 
said. 

“The Ag Industry 
Days were an informal 
and interactive day 
for students to see the 
bigger picture.”

The field trip loca-
tions included CSU 
Global Digital Farm, 
TAFE Primary Indus-
tries Centre, Riverina 
Oils and My Chef in 
Wagga Wagga, while 
Goterra, TAFE NSW 
National Environment 
Centre and Wolki Farm 
were the field trip loca-
tions in Albury. 
AgriFutures Australia
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Farmers are reporting a fresh surge in feral pig numbers, prompting 
a call to escalate funding to fight the state’s feral pig problem. Photo: 
Terry Cooke, NSW DPE

NSW farmers presi-
dent Xavier Martin 
said there was a 
golden opportunity 
for funding in the 
state budget to get 
feral pigs under con-
trol as numbers ex-
plode across the state.

“There’s reports of 
feral pigs weighing 
well over 100kg 
charging through the 
paddocks, trashing 
food crops and killing 
calves and lambs at 
the drop of a hat,” Mr 
Martin said.

“These pests are 
bigger than the people 
trying to control them 
– and they are costing 
landholders many thou-
sands of dollars in lost 
production and control 
costs that they simply 
can’t keep up with.

“They’re super-
spreaders of disease 
and reproduce at a rate 
that means we need 
to cull many millions 
a year to break the 
breeding cycle, so we 
have a fight on our 
hands that we simply 
can’t face alone.”

While recent efforts 
by the Minns Gov-
ernment to support 
baiting, trapping and 
aerial shooting of feral 
pigs had been warmly 
welcomed by farmers, 
Mr Martin warned 
funding for pig con-
trol must be scaled up 
significantly in this 
year’s NSW budget 
to get on top of the 
problem.

“More than 77,000 
pigs have been culled 
by the state’s Feral Pig 

Program since Oc-
tober last year – and 
while this has made a 
dent in the population, 
we’ve still got millions 
of pigs ruining pro-
duction on our prime 
agricultural land,” Mr 
Martin said.

“Farmers have been 
outnumbered, pad-
docks have been de-
stroyed and, despite 
our best efforts, no 
one-man band can get 
on top of these ani-
mals when the num-
bers are just so wildly 
out of control.

“If we want to fend 
off these pests for 
good, we need to see 
some serious funding 
for feral pig control in 
the NSW budget – or 
else we simply don’t 
stand a chance.” 

NSW pig problem escalates

Ag is more than traditional farming

http://www.porknews.com.au
mailto:david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au
mailto:doug.pearson@feedworks.com.au
mailto:stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au
http://www.feedworks.com.au
mailto:anke.woeckel@msd.com
mailto:andres.ardila@msd.com
mailto:nodell@becampbell.com.au
mailto:rquinn@becampbell.com.au
mailto:bludvigsen@becampbell.com.au
mailto:tanja.calitz@dsm-firmenich.com
mailto:wbradshaw@jefo.com
mailto:ausinfo@jefo.com
mailto:ben@collins.media
http://www.porknews.com.au
https://www.alltechlienert.com.au/
https://www.dsm-firmenich.com/corporate/businesses/animal-nutrition-health.html
https://www.becampbell.com.au/


Page 20 – Australian Pork Newspaper, July 2024 www.porknews.com.au

Instinct seeks 
to cut costs.
Wisdom knows 
where not to.

1  AVERAGE OF 13 PUBLISHED STUDIES. Assumptions for the calculation: FCR improvement = 0.141, Live weight = 100 kg, Number of animals sold per year = 3000, Vaccination costs: $7,139.

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285. Ingelvac MycoFLEX and Ingelvac CircoFLEX are registered trademarks 
of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AU-POR-0045-2022

The return on investment from 
Boehringer Ingelheim vaccines 
increases with higher feed costs:

Circoviruses have been associated with multiple 
disease conditions in pigs. Signs include weight loss, 

abortions and still births.

Ingelvac CircoFLEX® provides active immunisation of 
pigs as an aid in the prevention and control of diseases 

associated with porcine circovirus type 2. 

At a feed price of $369/tonne, vaccinating with Ingelvac 
CircoFLEX® can generate savings of $11,644 (ROI 1.6)1

The best investment 
for your business is 

good health.
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