
AUGUST marks the 
launch of our new Aus-
tralian Pork Limited 
Strategic Plan 2015-
2020, planned for the 
28th of the month at 
Parliament House in 
Canberra. 

This plan contains the 
strategies driving the ac-
tivities of APL over the 
next five years.

The first strategy in 
our new plan is entitled 
‘Growing Consumer 
Appeal’.  

It deals with the at-
titudes of the consumer 
towards our product 
from the quality of the 
product itself to the bet-
ter understanding of its 
attributes, particularly 
those that make it dif-
ferent.

Eating quality is criti-
cal to get right for any 
food marketing organi-
sation or industry. 

In the case of pork, the 
quality of the product 
can be influenced on-
farm (breed, boar taint 
prevention, feed type, fat 
levels) through process-
ing (chilling practices, 
carcass measurement, 
boning room expertise, 
moisture infusion) in the 
supply chain (cold chain 
integrity, ageing, value 
adding) and at home 
(how it is stored and 
cooked).

There are critical 
points along the value 
chain that we need to 
manage closely to avoid 
negative eating experi-
ences. 

The industry is already 

moving to better man-
age the issue of boar 
taint on-farm with the 
increased use of the pre-
ventative vaccine as an 
example. 

We have and continue 
to develop technologies 
for use in the process-
ing sector to more accu-
rately assess the quality 
of carcasses (PorkScan 
ultrasound technology, 
for example) so those 
providing carcasses of 
a higher quality can be 
recognised and reward-
ed. 

The potential for an 
unsatisfying pork meal 
through incorrect cook-
ing technique is also 
something APL has 
been aware of for years 
and continues to work 
hard to push through the 
right cooking messages 
in the appropriate net-
works.

There are already dis-
cussions through the 
industry on the issue of 
whether we need, as part 
of our quality assurance 
system APIQP, an eat-
ing quality ‘module’ 
that would certify the 
compliance with certain 
on-farm standards, fol-
lowing product through 
the value chain and 
ensuring best practice, 
resulting in a specific 
‘Platinum Pork’ style 
quality certification.

Growing Consumer 
Appeal also covers one 
of our most well-known 
and successful activities 
– the Get Some Pork on 
Your Fork radio and tel-

evision advertisements. 
Steadily increas-

ing awareness of our 
advertising – which 
doesn’t run at a high 
frequency because of 
cost issues – seems to 
be a very important 
underpinning factor to 
progressively growing 
fresh pork consump-
tion and pig prices. 

As a slogan, Get Some 
Pork on Your Fork has 
had very high awareness 
for many years now, and 
our edgy advertisements 
are highly popular. 

The advertisement 
content is now evolv-
ing from the awareness 
generation and more 
towards talking about 
specific benefits, par-
ticularly in the area of 
health.

Of course, the appeal 
of Australian pork over 
and above imported 
pork in its use for pro-
cessed products is a very 
important leverage point 
for the industry. 

The Australian Pork-
Mark (our logo) is the 

key device representing 
not only where the pork 
comes from for Austral-
ian ham and bacon, but 
also the care taken in its 
production. 

The PorkMark is the 
repository for every-
thing that makes Aus-
tralian pork better: its 
freshness; the ethics in 
its production; and the 
assured quality through 
our product integrity 
systems.

Ultimately, our efforts 
in Growing Consumer 
Appeal will enable us 
to reach the outcome of 
making Australian pork 
more uniquely valuable 
to consumers and in-
creasingly a part of their 
eating pleasure.

Next month, I plan to 
talk about the strategy 
of understanding and 
developing our markets 
– both domestic and 
overseas.

The APL 2015-2020 
Strategic Plan will be 
available online mid-
August at www.australi 
an pork.com.au 

Vol 18. No. 8 August 2014  Australian Pork Newspaper  PO Box 387 Cleveland 4163  Phone (07) 3286 1833  Fax (07) 3821 2637  Email ben@porknews.com.au

07 4697 3344

Shed construction – full turn-key service • Lamapor heat pads 

• Ventilation designs
• Council applications
• Installation of equipment
• Betco kit buildings
• Feeding equipment

Stockyard Industries
54 King Street, Clifton QLD 4361 www.stockyardindustries.com

www.porknews.com.au

Point of View
by ANDREW SPENCER CEO

Pork in Parliament 
for strategy launch

Pork CRC chairman Dennis Mutton (left) and CEO Roger Campbell (right) wel-
comed Jefo’s Wayne Bradshaw and Jean Fontaine on board as Pork CRC par-
ticipants.

ANIMAL feed company 
Jefo has been announced 
as a new Pork CRC par-
ticipant.

Pork CRC CEO Dr Rog-
er Campbell said he had 
watched with considerable 
interest, Jefo Canada and 
Jefo Australia grow dur-
ing the past eight years. 

He said he was confident 
many of the company’s 
technologies would play 
a significant role in Pork 
CRC’s research and devel-
opment program and have 
the potential to further en-
hance the efficiency and/
or differentiation of the 
Australian pork industry.

According to Jefo Aus-
tralia and New Zealand 
managing director Wayne 
Bradshaw, pressures on 
today’s pork operations 
mean systems and meth-
ods will need to become 

more efficient. 
These pressures include 

increased awareness of 
welfare, environmental 
and food safety issues, 
quality assurance, bio-
security and the need for 
improvement in efficien-
cy, production, feed con-
version ratio and cost of 
production.

“What is added into the 
diets, how animals are 
housed and how the indus-
try is viewed will all affect 
future decisions and the 
structure of the industry,” 
Mr Bradshaw said. 

“The exciting part is 
that the industry will get 
smarter and more effi-
cient. 

“Those businesses that 
remain in the industry 
as producers and suppli-
ers will offer a quality, 
efficient and consumer-
pleasing product for a 

profitable and successful 
future.”

Jefo is a world leader in 
the field of non-medicated 
performance feed addi-
tives for the pig, poultry, 
ruminant and aquaculture 
sectors.

Founded in Canada in 
1982,  Jefo has offices on 
five continents and spe-
cialises in designing, 
manufacturing, ware-
housing and just-in-time 
distributing an array of 
animal nutrition specialty 
products.

Jefo’s commitment is to 
provide effective alterna-
tives for optimal perfor-
mances in animal nutri-
tion backed by in-field 
research and application. 

To that end, Jefo has de-
veloped a line of original 
products including en-
zymes, acidifiers and es-
sential oils. 

Jefo announced as a new 
Pork CRC participant
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IT seems as if 2013-14 
came and went in the 
blink of an eye, with con-
siderable focus, and right-
ly so, on Australian Pork 
Limited’s new 2015-2020 
Strategic Plan. 

In addition, APL and the 
Pork CRC are looking to 
revamp the pork industry’s 
research and development 
funding model beyond the 
life of the Pork CRC.  

However, in this issue I 
want to focus on APIQP 
and the repeal of the car-
bon tax. 
APIQP major review

As I’ve mentioned in 
previous Australian Pork 
Newspaper columns, APL 
is required to conduct a ma-
jor review of the Austral-
ian Pork Industry Quality 
Assurance Program every 
four years and the start of 
2014-15 kicks off this ma-
jor review. 

After public tender, Prime 
Consulting International 
has been commissioned to 
conduct the review in con-
sultation with stakehold-
ers and in association with 
APIQ Management. 

The scope of the project 
was established from feed-
back and consultation with 
earlier APIQP working 
groups as well as registered 
auditors, retailers, agents, 
government agencies/regu-
lators, veterinarians, pro-
ducers and annual system 
verification audits. 

Feedback from the APL 
Board as well as the APIQ 
Panel, through their as-
sessment of incidents and 
appeals, critical corrective 
action requests and annual 
assessments of the program 
will contribute to the major 
review process. 

This major review will 
encompass APIQP stand-
ards including current 
standards in Version 3.4 
1/2014 and if there is a 
need for new standards, as 
well as certification and ad-

ministrative policies, docu-
mentation, publications and 
website suitability. 

The review will also 
benchmark APIQP 
against other national and 
international quality assur-
ance programs to ensure 
the industry has a program 
that can maintain credibil-
ity and meet the needs of 
Australian pig producers. 

As with most things, 
this major review relies on 
feedback from all APIQP 
stakeholders, so we wel-
come your ideas and feed-
back as part of the review. 

You can submit your 
thoughts at apiq@australian 
pork.com.au  

In addition, the team will 
be conducting a number of 
face-to-face consultations 
in conjunction with the 
APL/Pork CRC industry 
road shows.
Carbon tax repealed

It’s finally happened – the 
Australian Government has 
abolished the carbon tax. 

The carbon tax repeal 
legislation received the 
Royal Assent on Thursday, 
July 17, 2014 and the bills 
as part of this package are 
now law, effective from 
July 1, 2014.

The Federal Government 
released the Emission Re-
duction Fund white paper 
on April 24, 2014 following 
consultation on its initial 
green paper, which includ-

ed submissions from APL 
and the National Farmers’ 
Federation. 

I have summarised the 
ERF and implications for 
pig producers. 

This information is based 
on the presentation made 
by Janine Price (APL R&I 
manager, Environment) to 
APL delegates at the May 
2014 meeting.

The ERF replaces the 
carbon tax and is the cen-
trepiece of the Govern-
ment’s Direct Action Plan.

It is built on the frame-
work of the Carbon Farm-
ing Initiative, with the ex-
pansion of wider business 
participation and a ‘stream-
lined’ process.  

Rather than just generat-
ing credits and selling to 
buyers, participants can 
generate and sell their 
credits back to the Gov-
ernment, which will use 
them as part of Australia’s 
greenhouse gas reduction 
commitments to the Kyoto 
Protocol.

The ERF will focus on 
lowest cost reductions. 

That is, it will identify 
and buy emission reduc-
tions at the lowest cost.  

It will do this through an 
auction process in which 
businesses submit their 
projects into a competitive 
bidding process run by the 
Clean Energy Regulator. 

The CER will select bids 

with the lowest cost per 
tonne and enter into con-
tracts to buy those emis-
sions reductions. 

To ensure even more 
competition, only 80 per-
cent of the emission reduc-
tions offered for sale at an 
auction will be bought at 
the price government is 
willing to pay.  

Moreover, the benchmark 
price government is willing 
to pay will not be disclosed 
prior to an auction. 

After an auction is con-
ducted, the details of the 
successful bids will be dis-
closed.

Pig producers will be 
competing against various 
types of businesses, includ-
ing the energy sector, to put 
in lowest cost abatement 
projects. 

Four auctions will be held 
over the first year. 

All businesses will need 
to be registered, go through 
a pre-qualification pro-
cess and have an approved 
methodology. 

The pork industry already 
has a couple of methodolo-
gies in place and thus has a 
head start over businesses 
that need to go through the 
methodology process. 

This may mean that pork 
producers will initially be 
well placed to bid into the 
ERF. 

In future, competition 
will increase and agricul-
ture will likely have diffi-
culty competing with much 
larger emitters with more 
cost-effective reduction 
strategies.

Successful bidders can 
enter into a contract wit h 
government for a preferred 
seven years with a seven-
year crediting period. 

This contract will give 
certainty of payment over 
the contracted period at the 
winning bid price.  

There are options for 
producers who generate 
carbon credits other than 

selling to the Government, 
such as holding for short or 
long timeframes and sell-
ing to alternative markets.  

Projects developed prior 
to the ERF and not regis-
tered under the CFI will 
not be eligible for ERF. 

Where CFI provisions al-
low a project commence-
ment date earlier than July 
1, 2014, they will have 12 
months after the start of 
the ERF to register under 
those rules. 

The current pork method-
ologies are backdated and 
thus interested producers 
should register in the first 
12 months. 

CFI credits can still be 
used under the carbon tax 
until final payments due 
in 2015. 

The current methodolo-
gies provide the pork in-
dustry with the potential to 
be well placed in the initial 
auction process. 

The ERF has also opened 
up the opportunity for ab-
attoirs to participate in the 
scheme. 

A methodology for meth-
ane capture at waste facili-
ties including abattoirs has 
commenced. 

The broadening of the en-
ergy efficiency scope needs 
further investigation as to 
how the pork industry may 
benefit, if at all, from par-
ticipation.
Call for research

The external review of 
the 2014-15 research pro-
posals have been complet-
ed and decisions will be 
finalised shortly, following 
which, all notifications to 
researchers will be sent out 
by the end of August 2014.

For further informa-
tion on any of the topics 
discussed in this column, 
please do not hesitate to 
contact me on 02 6270 
8804 or darryl.dsouza@
australianpork.com.au 

07 3286 1833

porknews.com.au

Pig Industry
Calendar of Events

2014
AUG 22 – Farm Progress Show, Boone, 
Iowa, US www.farmprogressshow.com
AUG 26 - 28 – Farm Progress Show, Boone, 
Iowa, US www.farmprogressshow.com
SEP 8 - 12 – Joint ISNH/ISRP International 
Conference ‘Harnessing the Ecology 
and Physiology of Herbivores’, Canberra 
www.herbivores2014.com
SEP 13 - 16 – Allen D. Leman Swine 
Conference, Minnesota, US www.cvm.
umn.edu/vetmedce/events/adl/
SEP 16 - 19 – SPACE, Reenes, France 
http://uk.space.fr/
SEP 24 – PigGas Producers Workshop, 
Murray Bridge SA Ph: Ian Kruger 0401 365 
588 E: iankrugerconsulting@gmail.com
SEP 23 - 25 – VIV China, Beijing, China 
www.vivchina.nl
SEP 30 – PigGas Producers Workshop, 
Shepparton VIC Ph: Ian Kruger 0401 365 
588 E: iankrugerconsulting@gmail.com 
OCT 15 - 17 – Vietstock 2014, Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam www.vietstock.org
OCT 16 - 17 – Biomin’s World Nutrition 
Forum, Munich, Germany www.
worldnutritionforum.info/wnf/index.html
NOV 11 - 14 – EuroTier 2014, Hanover, 
Germany www.eurotier.com

2015
JAN 27 - 29 – International Production 
& Processing Expo, Atlanta, Georgia, US 
www.ippexpo.org
MAR 11 - 13 – VIV Asia, Bangkok, Thailand 
www.vivasia.nl
APR 14 - 15 – Victorian Pig Fair Inc, 
Bendigo, VIC E: aileen@acelabservices.
com.au
APR 22 - 24 – European Symposium of 
Porcine Health Management (ESPHM), 
Nantes, France www.esphm2015.org
APR 23 - 25 – VIV India, Bangalore, India 
www.vivindia.nl
MAY 7 - 9 – 6th European Symposium of 
Porcine Health Management, Sorrento, 
Italy www.esphm2014.org
MAY 17 - 20 – Alltech Symposium, 
Lexington, US www.alltech.com 
MAY 19 - 21 – VIV Russia, Moscow, 
Russia www.vivrussia.nl
JUN 3 - 5 – World Pork Expo, Des Moines, 
Iowa, US www.worldpork.org
JUN 24 - 25 – International Symposium on 
Emerging and Re-emerging Pig Diseases, 
Kyoto, Japan www.emerging2015.com 
SEP 16 - 19 – Space 2014, Rennes, France 
www.space.fr
SEP 23 - 25 – VIV China, New China 
International Exhibition Center, Beijing, 
China www.vivchina.nl
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APIQP major review starts 
and carbon tax repealed
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PORK CRC is a member 
of the Feed Grain Part-
nership, which supports 
research across the ani-
mal industries on feed 
grains. 

With feed making up 
about 60 percent of pro-
duction costs on most 
Australian piggeries, it’s 
essential we have a seat 
at this table, which al-
so hosts the Grains Re-
search & Development 
Corporation, Dairy Aus-
tralia, Meat & Livestock 
Australia, Australian 
Egg Corporation Lim-
ited, Rural Industries Re-
search and Development 
Corporation – Chicken 
Meat Program, Austral-
ian Pork Limited and the 
Stock Feed Manufactur-
ers’ Council of Australia.
Spragg sprouts

The Feed Grain Sup-
ply & Demand Report for 
2013/14 prepared by John 
Spragg for the Feed Grain 
Partnership has just been 
released and makes some 
interesting reading.

The following points are 
highlighted in the report.

1. There is a swing by 
grain growers away from 
dedicated feed grains to 
wheat, barley and canola. 

2. It’s highly likely that 
triticale will disappear as 
a crop and be lost as a 
dedicated feed grain. 

3. A significant decline 
in lupin production has 
occurred. For most east 
coast regions, lupin pro-
duction and supply has 
become a niche crop, with 
a lack of volume for larger 
end users. 

4. Field peas have de-
clined in production vol-
ume and no longer provide 

volumes for end users to 
include in feed rations in 
many regions. 

5. Canola production 
and availability of canola 
meal has increased with 
greater use in animal 
feeding. 

6. There’s a continuing 
increase in the importa-
tion of soybean meal, with 
more than 630,000 tonnes 
imported this past year 
and the lack of supply 
of alternative Australian 
vegetable protein meals 
unlikely to change this 
trend. 

7. Southern Queensland, 
the largest feed grain de-
mand region, is subject 
to tight supply and de-
mand situations. During 
drought periods it is high-
ly exposed to grain supply 
shortage. 

8. Syd ney/ Newcast le 
and Melbourne/Gippsland 
regions have major grain 
deficits and rely on ac-
cess to grain and efficient 
transport from other sur-
plus regions. 

9. There has been failure 
in stimulating any growth 
in grain production within 
the Gippsland and Tasma-
nian regions where there 
are large and increasing 

grain deficits. 
10.  Benefits exist in WA 

intensive livestock pro-
duction from a large grain 
surplus. 
Feed decline

Total grain production 
in 2013/14 was just above 
40 million tonnes, with 
wheat comprising 60 per-
cent of production and 
barley 24 percent. 

Canola, which is not in-
cluded in the 40 million, 
came in third at 3.5 mil-
lion tonnes. 

Despite our best efforts, 
the production of dedicat-
ed feed grains continues 
to decline and it’s likely 
triticale and probably lu-
pins will disappear in the 
near future. 

Total stockfeed use in 
2013/14 is predicted to be 
12.2 million tonnes, com-
prising 72 percent grain. 

The predicted use across 
the states and by sector is 
shown in Table 1. 

The predicted use of all 
materials in stockfeed is 
shown in Figure 1.

We harvested plenty of 
grain in 2013/14 and so 
did the rest of the world, 
with global grain stocks 
at 25-year highs but at an 
ever-changing price, with 

global production for the 
next harvest projected as 
bullish.  

If you read the report, 
you’ll see that barley pro-
duction and yields are in-
creasing. 

Barley has generally 
represented good value 
for pork producers, or at 
least those in the eastern 
states, and we know you 
can get more out of it by 
reducing average particle 
size to 0.6-0.7mm.

Vegetable protein sup-
plements were dominat-
ed by imported soybean 

meal at 630,000 tonnes 
in 2013/14, followed by 
canola seed meal at about 
550,000 tonnes.

Details on all crops and 
feedstuffs are given in 
the report, which is now 
available on our website at 
www.porkcrc.com.au
Efficient pigs 

The report suggests pork 
production has grown 
since the contraction of 
the industry through to 
2007/08 (Figure 2), and 
it’s interesting to see the 

Grains of truth in feed grain report

John Spragg, who prepared the Feed Grain Supply 
& Demand Report for 2013/14 for the Feed Grain 
Partnership, noted that benefits exist in WA intensive 
livestock production from a large grain surplus.

 NSW VIC QLD SA WA TAS Total

Poultry Meat 954,890 713,264 592,707 460,991 191,761 28,801 2,942,415 

Layer 272,071 197,721 201,629 36,731 76,588 8597 793,336 

Pig 288,550 292,021 349,136 317,889 150,484 8595 1,406,675 

Dairy 432,180 1,965,668 214,830 193,725 117,600 187,005 3,111,008 

Beef 880,621 198,707 1,849,842 86,420 123,221 37,139 3,175,950 

Sheep 18,609 34,351 1980 14,078 103,348 1188 173,554 

Horse 122,650 82,405 82,725 20,016 16,076 5536 329,409 

Aquaculture 5000 2000 40,000 5000 1500 85,000 136,500 

Other 36,995 36,093 21,456 9781 14,382 2617 121,323 

TOTAL 3,011,567 3,520,230 3,354,306 1,144,630 794,960 364,477 12,190,170 

Table 1: Feed use by industry sector and state (tonnes/annum).

Figure 1: Raw material use in Australian feeds (total projected at 12.2 million tonnes).

Figure 2: Australian domestic production of pork (tonne) from 1993/94 and projected to 2014/15.

Figure 5: Feed use (tonne/year) by Australian animal industries from 1999/00 through 2013/14.

Figure 3: Pigs sold per sow/year. 

Figure 4: Average carcass weight (kg) shown against time.

Initiatives
by DR ROGER CAMPBELL

CEO

☛ continued P4
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Grains of truth in feed grain report
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increase in production 
since 2008/09 due to more 
pigs sold per sow (Fig-
ure 3), though erratic and 
increased carcass weight 
(Figure 4) has existed for 
the past six years. 

Most impressive is the 
fact that feed use (1.4 
million tonnes) has re-
mained fairly constant, 
or actually fallen for the 
same period (Table 1 and 
Figure 5). 

The changes certainly 
reflect improving effi-
ciency, which we’ve seen 
at the research level, and 
it now appears to be being 
reflected more widely. 

I think we can thank 
the genetic companies and 
good management for this 
– well done and let’s hope 
it continues at an even 
faster rate.
Global grains

Total grain production 
for 2013/14 is forecast 
at just under two billion 
tonnes, with the crop in 
2014/15 projected to be 
around the same and with 
stocks increasing in both 
years on top of an increase 
in stocks in 2012/13. 

All this news has seen 
the corn price fall by 31 
percent and wheat by 28 
percent between May and 

July this year.
In the US, these falls 

have been heralded as a 
licence to print money for 
broiler producers, and as 
you are probably aware, 
pork producers have been 
enjoying feed costs about 
40 percent lower than 
last year – and they keep 
falling, largely because 
of porcine epidemic diar-
rhoea virus, meaning his-
torically high pork prices 
and massive margins. 

But the record prices 
look as if they’re com-
ing to an end, with the 
price falling from a high 
of $US1.32/lb carcass 
weight ($A3.12) in June 
to $US1.18/lb ($A2.79) in 
July and the futures fall-
ing below 90 cents later in 
2014 and early 2015. 

However, both markets 
are likely to remain vol-
atile and who knows if 
PEDv will make a come-
back after summer – so 
watch this space.
China challenge

Chinese pork producers 
continue to struggle with 
high grain prices and low 
pork prices. 

Through to June 2014, 
Chinese pork producers 
have been paying more 
than $US9/bushel for 
corn, and while the mil-

lions of backyard pig 
farmers make it difficult 
to estimate pig numbers, 
the Chinese government 
reported the liquidation of 
3.5 million sows between 
April 2013 and April 
2014, with another million 
going in May 2014. 

The pig inventory in 
April 2014 was reported 
at 428 million, an all-time 
low, and slaughter could 
be down by 40 million 
in 2014. 

All this suggests the pig 
price is likely to increase 
in the winter of 2014.
European Union strug-
gle

The Europeans have 
been struggling with price 
and costs for the past cou-
ple of years. 

You would imagine 
the latest fall in grain 
prices will benefit them 
also, given prices have 
remained static and feed 
costs relatively high.
Program review

The big event for us this 
month is the program re-
view held in Melbourne 
on August 7 and 8 and 
attended by our program 
and subprogram leaders, 
as well as members of the 
Research and Develop-
ment Committee. 

The meeting was to re-

view progress and gaps in 
all programs and decide 
priorities for investment 
in 2015/16, with calls for 
new proposals likely in 
October this year.

I will keep you updated 
on the outcomes.
Board talk

The Pork CRC Board 
will hold its August meet-
ing at SunPork Fresh 
Foods in Brisbane, fol-
lowing visits to Tong Park 
and Swickers to see group 
sow housing facilities, a 
large biogas system and 
PorkScan in action. 

The Board visits at least 
three participants annu-
ally and we thank CHM 
Alliance for permitting, 
hosting and organising the 
visits in August.

G’day USA
In September I will 

spend some time in the 
US at a number of large 
producer/veterinary meet-
ings and with Dean Boyd 
at Hanor – one of our US 
participants.  

I expect to learn a lot 
about what is happen-
ing in the market and on 
the technical/production 
fronts in the US and will 
inform you of the more 
interesting or pertinent 
findings when I return.

The remainder of Au-
gust and September will 
be devoted to preparing 
the Pork CRC annual 
report, so that all stake-
holders can enjoy a com-
prehensive report of our 
2013/14 activities. 

☛ from P3

Pork CRC CEO Roger Campbell will catch up with Dr 
Dean Boyd of Pork CRC participant The Hanor Family 
of Companies while in the US in September. 

Australians spend more money buying time
HOW is it that every-
body is so time-poor? 

We all have myriad 
time-saving devices in our 
homes, yet still don’t have 
enough time.  

Maybe we just have  a 
whole bunch of more fun 
things to do these days.

Whatever the reason, 
Australians are still 
spending their money on 
buying time. 

This is having a number 
of impacts on the sale of 
pork.

And the biggest impacts 
are where Australians shop. 

Over the past few dec-
ades, Australians have in-
creasingly eaten out, both 
in fast-food restaurants 
and more traditional cafes 
and restaurants. 

In fact, since April 

1982, spending in cafes, 
restaurants and catering 
services has increased 
more than tenfold from 
less than $150 million a 
month to almost $2 billion 
a month. 

The PorkStar chef’s 
program is approaching 
its 10th year and is still 

the best-known out-of-
home marketing program 
among chefs.  

Even for meals that are 
prepared and/or cooked at 
home, time is a key driver. 

Australians shop at su-
permarkets largely be-
cause they are convenient. 

Historically, butchers 

have been seen by Aus-
tralians as selling better 
meat than supermarkets 
and offering better value 
for money. 

APL’s latest data sug-
gests this is still true but 
the necessity of buying 
detergents, baked beans 
and other regular items 
has increasingly led Aus-
tralians to buy their meat 
at supermarkets. 

In fact, four years ago 
butchers accounted for 
about 25 percent of fresh 
meat sales, now they are 
down to 21 percent.

Time is also increas-
ingly a factor in which 
products are bought. 

The fastest-growing 
type of meat product sales 
are pre-prepared products. 

These are products 

where the consumer typ-
ically puts them in the 
oven or on the barbecue, 
and then in a matter of 
minutes they are ready for 
the family to eat.

The graph shows that 
while staples including 
chops and cutlets are sell-
ing at the same volume 
as last year and roasts are 
showing modest growth, 
pre-prepared pork prod-
ucts are growing rapidly.

This represents an attrac-
tive opportunity for pork.  

There is a significant 
group of Australians who 
feel less than confident 
about cooking pork. 

Growth in pre-prepared 
pork products that have 
very specific cooking in-
structions is one way to 
solve that problem. 

Marketing Matters
by PETER HAYDON

General Manager Marketing
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LECHELLE van Breda is 
a Pork CRC funded stu-
dent who has just com-
pleted the first year of her 
PhD as part of Pork CRC 
Project 2A-106. 

She commenced her 
PhD after completing 
Honours in marine sci-
ence and a double degree 
in a Bachelor of Science/
Bachelor of Creative Arts 
at the University of Wol-
longong, NSW. 

Lechelle’s research fo-
cuses on pathogenic Es-
cherichia coli disease that 
causes severe diarrhoea 
in weaner and suckling 
piglets. 

Weaning for the piglets 
is a very stressful time 
and can lead to the out-
break of gastrointestial 
diseases such as E. coli. 

Piglets are most suscepti-
ble to E. coli during wean-
ing when they are experi-
encing changes in diet, gut 
flora and movement to a 
new environment. 

Pathogenic E. coli colo-
nise the lower intestine 
where the bacteria pro-
duce enterotoxins, stimu-
lating water and electro-
lyte loss, leading to de-
hydration and potentially 
death if left untreated. 

Clinical signs include 
diarrhoea or scours, dehy-
dration, depression, lack of 
appetite and weight loss. 

It is a cause for sub-
stantial concern, as sig-
nificant production losses 
are experienced, includ-
ing reduced growth rates, 
high medication costs and 
elevated levels of mortal-
ity and morbidity. 
Pulling triggers

According to Lechelle 
there are interactions be-
tween animals, the envi-
ronment and humans, but 
it’s not understood why 
some farms experience 
this problem and others 
don’t. 

This is important for the 
Australian pig industry, as 
we don’t know what the 
key risk factors are that 
trigger an E. coli disease 
outbreak. 

Pork CRC is also una-
ware of what and how of-
ten antibiotics are being 
administered to treat this 
disease and if there is any 
threat of antibiotic resist-
ance to public health. 

Therefore, the aim of 
Lechelle’s project is to de-
termine the high risk fac-
tors for E. coli disease in 
post-weaned piglets and 
ways to minimise those 
factors that could poten-
tially contribute to a dis-
ease outbreak. 
Farming faeces

A survey will assess and 
discuss key management 
and hygiene strategies 
with farmers to build a 
picture of everyday farm 
practices across several 
different commercial 
farms and draw key links 
between possible high risk 
factors and E. coli disease 
outbreaks. 

Based on this evidence, 
Lechelle anticipates that 
effective management 
strategies can be devel-
oped and implemented to 
reduce E. coli outbreaks, 
helping to minimise pro-
duction costs. 

So far, 22 commercial 
piggeries in south-eastern 
Australia have been vis-
ited and faecal samples 
collected from pre and 
post-weaned piglets. 

These samples are being 

assessed to identify and 
determine the prevalence 
of different pathogenic 
E. coli strains present in 
Australia’s pig population. 

This knowledge is impor-
tant and could assist future 
vaccine development.
Resistance patterns

The next step in this pro-
ject is to assess the anti-
microbial and disinfectant 
resistance patterns of E. 
coli in Australian pigs. 

As the threat of antibi-
otic resistance in public 
health is driving changes 
to the antibiotics available 
for livestock industries, 
alternatives to indiscrimi-
nate use of antimicrobials 

are needed. 
This project will de-

termine if we are seeing 
any resistance to com-
mon antibiotics and if this 
can be reduced by simple 
changes to management 
practices, which can then 
provide an alternative 
long-term, sustainable so-
lution to what is an emerg-
ing problem.

Pork CRC Program 2 – 
Herd Health Management  
aims to enhance animal 
health while reducing an-
tibiotic use in commercial 
pork production.

To contact Lechelle, 
email lechelle.vanbreda@
sydney.edu.au 

MORE OPTIONS TO BREATHE EASY.

No matter what challenge you face with 
Mycoplasma pneumonia, RespiSure® gives you 
more program options for protection of your herd.

RespiSure® One
single shot (2 mL)

RespiSure®

two shots (2 mL)

1 day old or 1 week old
or 3 weeks

1 week old 
and 3 weeks

Copyright © 2013 Zoetis Inc. All rights reserved. Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 94 156 476 425. 
38–42 Wharf Road, West Ryde, NSW, 2114. www.zoetis.com.au 06/13 AM73621 PAL1006/APN

Pork CRC PhD candidate Lechelle van Breda.

‘A comprehensive risk factor analysis of E. coli 
disease in the piggery environment’

Lechelle van Breda: Pork CRC PhD 
candidate, University of Sydney

Supervisors: Prof Michael Ward and 
Dr Om Dhungyel

Finding E. coli hard to resist

AUSTRALIA’S top 
award for rural women 
is now open to applica-
tions.

The 2015 Rural Industries 
R&D Corporation Rural 
Women’s Award identifies 
and rewards women’s contri-
bution to primary industries 
and rural communities by 
providing financial assis-
tance, mentoring, resources 
and support via its nation-
wide network of business 
and community leaders for 
selected state winners.

The award is open to all 
women involved in pri-
mary industries. 

Rural women are en-
couraged to enter them-
selves or nominate some-
one with a commitment 
and desire to making a 
real difference to their in-
dustry and community.

State and territory 
winners will receive a 
$10,000 financial bursary 
to implement their award 
vision and have the op-
portunity to participate in 
the Company Directors 
Course run by the Aus-
tralian Institute of Com-
pany Directors.

A national winner and 
runner-up will be selected 
from the state winners, 
with a further 

$10,000 bursary award-
ed to the winner and 
$5000 to the runner-up 
to support their profes-
sional development and 

contribution to primary 
industries.

RIRDC managing direc-
tor Craig Burns said the 
award identifies rural Aus-
tralia’s emerging leaders.

“It has a proud history of 
identifying and assisting 
Australia’s future rural 
leaders, and the award’s 
impressive alumni is a tes-
tament to its success,” Mr 
Burns said.

“The award provides 
Australia’s rural women 
not only with recognition 
of their tremendous con-
tribution to rural Austral-
ia, but also builds strong 
and close networks and 
facilitates personal devel-
opment opportunities for 
those who take part.”

It is an initiative of 
RIRDC in partnership 
with the state and terri-
tory agencies responsible 
for agriculture, primary 
industries and resources. 

The RIRDC Rural 
Women’s Award is proud-
ly supported by platinum 
sponsor Westpac Agri-
business, national partner 
the Australian Agriculture 
Department, and media 
partners R.M. Williams 
OUTBACK magazine, 
ABC Radio and Fairfax 
Agricultural Media.

Applications close on 
October 31, 2014 and 
 forms can be downloaded 
from www.rirdc.gov.au/
rural-women’s-award 

Applications open for 
Rural Women’s Award
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THE Western Australian 
Supreme Court recently 
rejected certified organ-
ic farmer Steve Marsh’s 
bid for compensation.  

Marsh attempted to sue 
his neighbour Michael 
Baxter for genetically 

modified contamination 
on his property in 2010. 

Leading organic group 
Australian Organic said 
the decision highlights the 
difficulties legislation has 
in keeping up with new 
technologies.  

Australian Organic 
owns the Australian Cer-
tified Organic logo, which 
certifies the majority of 
organic products on our 
shelves. 

It wants to see a review 
of the laws and related 
codes affecting GM pro-
duction to protect the in-
terests of all farmers. 

Underpinning the code 
of practice for GM grow-
ing with legislation would 
help to prevent similar is-
sues happening in future.  

And increasing land 
buffer zones between 
properties and chang-
ing harvesting practices 
would help to reduce ge-
netic contamination risks. 

Australian Organic 
chair Dr Andrew Monk 
said unfortunately there 
are two losers in this 
case. 

“It’s really sad to see two 
neighbours go to court 
when there should have 
been enough precautions 
in place before crops were 
even put in the ground,” 
he said. 

“Unfortunately GM 
technology has imposed 
some significant addition-
al risk management and 
testing requirements on 
the organic sector. 

“GM testing has joined 
the ranks of the pesticide 
and herbicide tests that we 
already do.” 

The recent court deci-
sion does not change the 

fact that many consumers 
don’t want to eat foods 
that contain GM ingre-
dients.

Australian Organic will 
continue to stand by the 
Australian Certified Or-
ganic Standard, which 
prohibits the use of GM 
materials. 

Organic food gives peo-
ple a choice about what 
they eat. 

Dr Monk said growing 
food without synthetic 
chemicals, cages and the 
use of hormones, antibiot-
ics and GM is not an ide-
ology – it’s a right that all 
farmers should naturally 
have – and in farming this 
way they’re meeting con-
sumer expectations .

According to IBISWorld, 
organic farming is one of 

the Australian economy’s 
best-performing agricul-
tural industries, and due 
to consumer demand is 
expected to grow by 50 
percent over the next five 
years. 

The Australian Organic 
Market Report shows 62 
percent of organic con-
sumers buy organic be-
cause it’s non-GM. 

Despite some countries 
accepting adventitious 
contamination of GM, the 
international marketplace 
generally demands organ-
ic products be non-GM, 
particularly Australia’s 
key markets Korea and 
Japan. 

Dr Monk said it’s not 
ideological to meet con-
sumer expectations, it’s 
good business sense. 

FLINDERS University’s 
new integrated waste 
treatment and algae 
growing system at Rose-
worthy Piggery north of 
Adelaide aims to make 
pork production more 
sustainable and reduce 
the industry’s green-
house gas emissions.

Pork CRC has invested 
in the project so research-
ers from the School of the 
Environment at Flinders 
can establish a working re-
search version of a system 
that will improve treat-
ment of piggery waste, 
while allowing creation of 
an algal biomass that can 
contribute to alternative 
energy generation.

Prof Howard Fallow-
field said the project 
flows from a Flinders 
review commissioned by 
Pork CRC that evaluated 
several different strategies 
with potential to radically 
decrease the carbon foot-
print of pork production. 

“What we’ve identi-
fied for the industry is 
an integrated system that 
comprises existing cov-
ered anaerobic ponds, 
which produce methane 
from pig waste, an aero-
bic treatment system to 
detoxify ammonia and an 

algal pond to grow algae,” 
he said.

“Effluent treated in an-
aerobic ponds has a very 
high ammonia concen-
tration that prevents the 
growth of algae. 

“With the benefit of ex-
pert advice from Assoc 
Prof Ivo Svoboda in Eu-
rope, we are using aerobic 
treatment to oxidise the 
ammonia to nitrate, there-
by removing the toxicity 
and allowing the growth 

of algae in the system.”
While one strategy con-

sidered the possibility of 
using the algae as a food 
source for pigs, the poten-
tial for recycling disease 
meant that using the algae 
as an energy source be-
came the preferred option. 

Prof Fallowfield said the 
algal biomass will go back 
into the anaerobic pond to 
produce more methane. 

“Combined with meth-
ane produced from the 

slurry, this extra methane 
will be fed into combined 
heat and power systems, 
reducing dependency on 
fossil fuel for piggery op-
erations,” he said.

“They will be using 
their own stationary en-
ergy produced on site.”

As a bonus, Prof Fallow-
field said the system pro-
duces much higher quality 
water for reuse in piggery 
operations.

“The industry already 
uses the reclaimed water 
to wash down the pig-
pens and to flush away the 
slurry – what we believe 
is that the lower levels 
of ammonia and bacteria 
will maximise pig health 
and reduce the cost of 
pork production,” he said.

“You get an environ-
mental benefit and an 
economic benefit.”

As well as setting up the 
pilot system with industry 
partner Roseworthy Pig-
gery, the Pork CRC pro-
ject will support two years 
of work on the project 
by Dr Neil Buchannan, 
a post-doctoral researcher 
at Flinders.

The project is part of 
Pork CRC Program 4 – 
Carbon conscious nutrient 
inputs and outputs . 

For further information call us today

Wendy Laycock
Phone: 03 9695 4116
Mobile: 0417 272 885
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Stephen Cooke
Phone: 03 9695 4103
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CM AQUA PACK
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Prof Howard Fallowfield

Big benefits from new 
piggery waste treatment

Dr Andrew Monk

GM legislation needs reviewing

“The industry already us-
es the reclaimed water to 
wash down the pigpens and 
to flush away the slurry – 
what we believe is that the 
lower levels of ammonia 
and bacteria will maximise 
pig health and reduce the 
cost of pork production,” 
Prof Fallowfield said.
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AS this issue goes to 
press, I’ll be attending 
the launch of what is 
billed as Australia’s first 
Humane Food Region.

Like me, you may well 
ask what the hell that is.

According to the 
RSPCA, which kindly 
invited me, a Humane 
Food Region is one 
where the restaurants and 
cafes believe in and have 
committed to serving 
eggs, chicken and pork 
produced from animals 
that have been farmed 
humanely.

The launch venue hap-
pens to be at the home of 
one of Western Austral-
ia’s oldest and best-known 
wineries.

Because it doesn’t need 
the publicity it will re-
main anonymous, and 
also because the day is 
all about animal products, 
not fruit of the vine.

Anyway, fine wine 
might make the gig worth 
the drive.

I think you get my drift.
The Humane Food Re-

gion is an interesting con-
cept and one that clearly 
goes a step beyond indi-
vidual farms and manu-
facturers of pork prod-
ucts having the RSPCA’s 
stamp of approval, for 
example.

It’s an initiative of the 
City of Swan, RSPCA and 
Swan Valley business op-
erators.

So, the question on 
the lips of pork produc-
ers could well be “where 
might this lead and how 
will such developments 
affect us in the future?”.

They would also be won-
dering who defines whose 
pigs are farmed humanely.

For example, does this 
preclude those pigs farmed 
intensively, leaving the 

door open only to those 
who have transitioned to 
free range and/or fully 
moved to low-confinement 
production units.

I’d be quietly confident 
that most of those pro-
ducing pigs in intensive 
situations (and that’s still 
the great majority) would 
rightly claim to be hu-
manely producing their 
pork.

While I expect I’ll learn 
more about the definition 
of ‘humanely farmed’ at 
the launch, there will al-
ways remain subjective 
and disparate views on 
such a contentious issue.

Perhaps the RSPCA’s 
own criteria for its ap-
proved farming scheme 
might suffice, that is, no 
confinement in sow stalls 
or farrowing crates, pro-
viding bedding and envi-
ronmental enrichment, no 
teeth clipping, tail dock-
ing or surgical castration.

According to the RSPCA 

(the one Australian animal 
welfare body consistently 
making sense), about 
158,000 pigs were raised 
on RSPCA Approved 
farms in 2013.

While this seems like 
a positively impressive 
number, it still only ac-
counts for about 3 percent 
of the 4.73 million pigs 
raised per annum.

So, clearly we have some 
way to go.

But what also appears 
clear is there is an undeni-
able public push (albeit 
ulterior not altruistic mo-
tives may well be the driv-
er) for high-welfare pork, 
with the debate likely to 
continue to rage for some 
time yet over what defines 
high welfare.

One thing is for sure: the 
great majority of Austral-
ian pig farmers prioritise 
the welfare of their ani-
mals and would never de-
liberately do anything to 
compromise their health 
or welfare.

It is these farmers who 
need the very public sup-
port of industry bodies, 
governments and the 
community, especially at 
a time when all are be-
ing tarred with the one 
brush and painted as cruel 
and uncaring by extrem-
ist, single-agenda animal 
activists.

At the same time, irre-
spective of how they are 
exposed, those farmers 
who commit cruel acts 
and keep their animals in 
unacceptable conditions 
(as defined and agreed by 
reasonable bodies) have 
no place in our industry 
and should be outed and 
banished.

Australia’s hard-won 
reputation for producing 
high-integrity pork is at 
risk if we don’t. 

MSD Animal Health
91-105 Harpin Street, Bendigo East VIC 3550
Free Call: 1800 033 461
www.msd-animal-health.com.auS0
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What is acceptable in some countries wouldn’t pass muster in Australia where we rightly have strict codes and 
laws governing animal welfare.

If under-resourced and poorly managed, free range in Australia may not always be an attractive, high-welfare option.

Humane food 
hard to swallow

Cant Comment 
by 

BRENDON CANT

Effects of floor type on 
pig gait development
RESEARCHERS at 
Newcastle University 
in the UK have used 
a 3D-motion-capture 
technique to subjec-
tively measure the 
movement of pigs.

Circular, reflective 
markers were stuck 
onto different points of 
the body and detected 
by infrared cameras 
when the pigs were 
filmed while walking.

Movements on the 
walkway were captured 
with motion-capture 
software and analysed. 

This technology pro-
vides an accurate alter-
native to traditional gait 
assessment methods that 
rely on the human eye.

Analysis of gait pat-
terns in pigs can help to 
spot leg weakness and 
lameness. 

Lameness is a signifi-
cant challenge for the 
UK pig industry, cost-
ing about £5  million a 
year due to veterinary 

fees, treatment and the 
cost of replacing lame 
breeding pigs.

The welfare of lame 
pigs is also a concern of 
pig producers. 

Common causes of 
lameness include ge-
netic muscle or skeleton 
weaknesses, infections, 
injuries and poor nutri-
tion.

Previous research 
has suggested that the 
type of floor pigs are 
housed on can affect 
the chances of them 
becoming lame, with 
slatted floors causing 
more leg weakness than 
straw-bedded floors.

In this study, 12 male 
and 12 female healthy 
growing pigs were ran-
domly selected for gait 
analysis by 3D motion 
capture.

The walking move-
ments of each pig were 
captured five times over 
a six-week period. 

The pigs were split 

into three groups for 
housing on three dif-
ferent floor types: fully 
slatted, partially slat-
ted/partially concrete 
and straw-bedded. 

During this time, all 
pigs grew in weight 
from 37kg to 90kg.

Results showed that 
the gait of the pigs 
changed over time, as 
expected. 

Many of the changes 
were very subtle and 
therefore undetectable 
to the human eye.

This shows that the 
3D -mot ion- cap t u r e 
technique may be use-
ful for detection of sub-
tle leg weaknesses and 
lameness in pigs. 

Changes in gait pat-
tern of the pigs over 
the six-week period 
were not affected by the 
floor surface. 

None of the floor 
types caused any dam-
aging effects on gait 
development. 
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FINDING alternatives to 
antibiotics for the control 
of Enterotoxigenic Es-
cherichia coli has been 
the focus for 14 months 
of Pork CRC research by 
Dr Sharon Bishop-Hur-
ley at the CSIRO Food 
and Nutrition Flagship, 
Coopers Plains, Queens-
land. 

ETEC is one of the ma-
jor causes of weaning and 
post-weaning diarrhoea in 
young piglets, with most 
piggeries needing to rely 
on antibiotics for its con-
trol. 

However, the emergence 
of antimicrobial resist-
ance in ETEC is mak-
ing it more difficult for 
piggeries to control this 
pathogen by conventional 
means. 

A focus of Pork CRC 
Subprogram 2C ‘Replace-
ment of antibiotics with 
effective integrated health 
strategies’ is to develop 
alternative measures for 
controlling this pathogen 
in piglets.
Novel approach

The overall aim of Sha-
ron’s project is to develop 
novel pathogen-specific 
peptide antimicrobials for 
the targeted control of E. 
coli in piglets, replacing 
the antibiotics currently 
being used. 

These therapeutic anti-
microbials are being iso-
lated from large libraries 
of peptides displayed on 
a bacteriophage coat pro-
tein (phage-display). 

Protein and other mol-
ecules on the cell surface 
of bacteria such as E. coli 
represent novel targets for 

new peptide drugs be-
cause of the role these 
cell surface epitopes/re-
ceptors play in colonising 
and persisting in the host 
gastrointestinal tract. 

Sharon was originally 
part of a team in the US 
that developed the whole 
cell phage-display tech-
nology currently utilised 
in this project for the dis-
covery of such antibacte-
rial targets in ETEC.
ETEC specific

During the past 30 
years, most of the antibi-
otics developed have been 
analogues of pre-existing 
compounds, with few new 
bacterial targets being 
discovered by convention-
al means. 

Peptides isolated us-
ing phage-display tech-
nologies usually bind to 
‘novel’ receptors/epitopes 
on the bacterial surface, 
thereby disrupting their 
function. 

These peptide antimi-
crobials are not consid-
ered the same type of 
antibiotics used in human 
medicine because they 
target different bacterial 
receptors/epitopes. 

Importantly, this deliv-
ers benefits to the pork 
industry because of the 
concern over the use of 
human antibiotics in food 
animals. 

As  the peptide antimi-
crobials are likely to be 
specific to ETEC, they 
will not upset the natural 
balance of gastrointestinal 
microflora in piglets. 
ACE result 

The phage-displayed 
peptides isolated in this 

project have shown anti-
microbial activity towards 
E. coli using in-vitro as-
says. 

Earlier this year, ACE 
Laboratories kindly sup-
plied the E. coli virotypes 
used in Pork CRC proof-
of-concept antimicrobial 
assays. 

These virotypes were 
originally isolated from 
piggeries around Aus-
tralia. 

The candidate phage 
peptides demonstrated 
antimicrobial activity 

towards these 50 viro-
types. 

Some of these phage 
peptides also demonstrat-
ed high binding to the 
virotypes, using a labo-
ratory method known as 
enzyme-linked immuno-
sorbent assay. 

The same phage pep-
tides were not antimi-
crobial towards other 
bacterial species tested, 
confirming their E. coli 
specificity. 

Pork CRC is now in the 
process of synthesising 

the corresponding mono-
meric peptides of the 
phage peptides and test-
ing them for antimicrobial 
activity. 

In ongoing assays, it has 
been shown that some of 
these synthesised peptides 
can inhibit biofilm forma-
tion of E. coli. 

Ongoing research by 
Sharon will focus on the 
delivery of these peptides 
into piglets. 

To contact Sharon, email 
Sharon.Bishop-Hurley@
csiro.au 

OUTBREAKS of por-
cine epidemic diar-
rhoea virus continue 
to be reported in Ja-
pan, with the latest in 
Ehime Prefecture. 

With well over one 
million pigs lost to the 
disease, domestic pork 
supplies are becoming 
short and more expen-
sive, so Japan is look-
ing to imports to meet 
demand.

About 330 piglets re-
cently died from PEDv 
at a farm in Saijo, 
Ehime Prefecture in 
northwestern Shikoku, 
according to Ehime 
newspaper. 

This was the seventh 
outbreak in the pre-
fecture, but losses are 
expected to be lower 
this time as pigs on the 
farm have been vacci-
nated; this was not the 
case on farms where 
previous outbreaks oc-
curred. 

About 70 percent of 
farms in the region have 
been vaccinated since 
mid-May.

After an absence of 
seven years, the first 
outbreak of PEDv in 
Japan occurred in Oc-
tober 2013 on the south-
ern island of Okinawa. 

The first outbreak in 

Ehime Prefecture was 
confirmed in April 
2014. 

Supplies of the vac-
cine for the virus are 
reported to have been 
insufficient, as the dis-
ease spread so quickly 
across the country.

Kenji Morita, director 
at the Japanese Agri-
culture Ministry’s meat 
and egg division said 
production in Japan 
may fall as much as 5 
percent from October to 
December, pushing up 
prices and weakening 
demand for local pork. 

He said this is increas-
ing demand for cheaper 
imports. 

Japan’s Agriculture 
Ministry reported pork 
imports for the first 
five months of this year 
were up by almost 8 
percent to more than 
331,000 tonnes .

The US is the lead-
ing exporter of pork to 
Japan, according to the 
US Meat Export Fed-
eration. 

The latest statistics 
for the first five months 
of 2014 show Japan 
imported more than 
780,000 tonnes of US 
pork, which is 2 percent 
more than in the same 
period of 2013, and the 

value of that trade was 
up 3 percent.

For the month of May 
2014, the volume of US 
pork imported by Japan 
was 37,880 tonnes or 7 
percent more than the 
same month last year, 
while the value of those 
imports was 11 percent 
higher at $US177.5 mil-
lion.

Total PEDv cases in 
Japan have now reached 
1.17 million, includ-
ing more than 343,000 
deaths, according to 
the Japanese Agricul-
ture Ministry’s animal 
health division. 

Outbreaks have oc-
curred in Kagoshima 
and Miyazaki, the 
country’s top pig-pro-
ducing prefectures, as 
well as other regions.

By the end of April 
2014, 55 PEDv out-
breaks in 33 clusters 
involving 381 pigs had 
been reported by the 
Japanese Agriculture 
Ministry to the World 
Organisation for Ani-
mal Health. 

In early May, the Min-
istry reported to OIE 
that the disease was 
‘unlikely to be con-
tained and is now con-
sidered to be endemic’. 

FARMERS and
FEED MILLERS

FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS OF:

CONTACT:

Bennie St, Industrial Estate, Dalby
Ph (07) 4662 4333

A/Hrs (07) 4663 5534

PTY
LTDSOYA FEEDS

Soya beans used in our meals are NOT genetically modified!

SFMCA 
FeedSafe 
Accredited

We use whole soya beans not gradings
to supply you with a quality meal

Dr Sharon Bishop-Hurley

Pork CRC project leader profile
■  Pork CRC Project 2C-106: ‘Targeting of E. coli cell surface 

receptors using phage-displayed peptides’

Japan increases pork 
imports as PEDv 
outbreaks continue

RIVALEA, Australia’s  
largest pork producer 
recently entered a new 
partnership that sees 
Peters Meats carrying a 
large selection of Mur-
ray Valley Pork prod-
ucts across a wide range 
of premium pork cuts 
throughout its 32 retail 
shops in regional and 
metropolitan NSW.

Peters Meats is an Aus-
tralian company with over 
50 years experience in se-
lecting and offering the 
best quality meat products 
to its customers. 

Following a nation-
wide search for pork 
suppliers, Peters Meats 
selected Murray Val-
ley Pork because of its 
ability to offer quality 
pork for its discerning 
customers. 

Peters Meats managing 
director Taki Michaels 
said, “Peters Meats is 
proud to partner with 
Murray Valley Pork as 
it provides some of the 
best-quality pork we have 
found in Australia.” 

“Murray Valley Pork of-
fers the right range and 

taste our customers will 
love.”

Rivalea Australia mar-
keting manager Paul da 
Silva said, “Peters Meats 
is a great Australian com-
pany with a strong reputa-
tion across its impressive 
network of 32 butcher re-
tail outlets.”  

“We’re thrilled that 
Murray Valley Pork will 
be included in their offer-
ing and that NSW shop-
pers will get to enjoy a 
great selection of premi-
um pork products.” 

www.rivalea.com.au 

Murray Valley Pork announces 
partnership with Peters Meats
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IN recent years you 
could be forgiven for 
not paying too much at-
tention to international 
trade in Australian pork. 

Accounting for about 
10 percent of Australia’s 
production, exported pork 
has always played the 
‘poor cousin’ to the do-
mestic market focus. 

That 10 percent is prin-
cipally exported to Singa-
pore, with a smaller per-
centage supplied to New 
Zealand and a range of 
other countries, mostly in 
the Asia-Pacific region.

Under existing free trade 
agreements, Australia can 
export pork to the vast 
majority of our near 
neighbours in the Asia-
Pacific region with pref-
erential tariffs (or reduced 
taxes on imports) such as 
those provided under the 
Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations-Australia-
New Zealand FTA. 

In addition, Australia 
is in the process of ne-
gotiating two further re-
gional FTAs: the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership and Trans-
Pacific Partnership.

The RCEP comprises 16 
nations including ASEAN, 
Australia, China, India, 
Japan, Korea and New 
Zealand. 

These 16 countries ac-
count for almost half the 
world’s population, nearly 
30 percent of global Gross 
Domestic Product and 
over a quarter of world 
exports. 

The TPP includes Aus-
tralia, the US, New Zea-
land, Japan, Brunei, Sing-
apore, Chile, Peru, Malay-
sia, Canada, Mexico and 
Vietnam. 

The TPP countries ac-
count for almost 40 per-
cent of global GDP and a 
quarter of world trade.

Australia is also negoti-
ating three FTAs directly 
with Indonesia, India and 
China. 

Recently concluded 
agreements include those 

with Malaysia (May 
2012), Korea (December 
2013) and Japan (April 
2014). 

The Australian Govern-
ment aims to conclude 
the agreement with China 
later this year.

FTAs essentially pro-
vide an additional oppor-
tunity to secure improved 
terms by which Australian 
pork exporters can access 
foreign market. 

Australian Pork Lim-
ited’s interest in each FTA 
varies. 

With Korea and Japan, 
APL has pursued a reduc-
tion in tariffs charged by 
those countries on Aus-
tralia’s pork exports. 

This approach recog-
nises the existing access 
and aims to provide a 
commercial advantage by 
making existing exports 
to those markets cheaper 
for Australian exporters.

To illustrate the impact 
FTAs can have on pork 
exports, we can examine 
the outcomes of the Ko-
rean FTA. 

It resulted in the elimi-
nation of tariffs (taxes 
on imported products) 
on fresh and chilled pork 
lines from their current 
level of 22.5 percent over 
five to 10 years, with all 
other preserved, dried, 
smoked and salted pork 
products phasing to zero 
tariff over five years. 

While the principle that 
some frozen lines were 
excluded from liberalisa-
tion is not welcome, the 
reality is that the products 
which account for the vast 
majority of Australia’s ex-
isting pork exports will 
see complete tariff elimi-
nation in five years. 

This outcome was posi-
tive for pork, with the 
potential for Korea to de-
velop into a market simi-
lar to Singapore, that is, 
one-flight fresh/chilled 
high-value product.

Australia is currently 
unable to export pork to 
China, however as part 

of APL’s strategic longer-
term development of a 
sustainable business, APL 
will be pursuing formal 
access to China. 

There are three aspects 
to this: market access, 
which is being negotiated 
through the China FTA; 
an export protocol that 
ensures Australian pork 
meets China’s require-
ments; and individual ab-
attoir accreditation. 

However, Australian 
pork is competing with 
every other commod-
ity within Australia that 
wants to export to China, 
including the prioritisa-
tion of pork with the Aus-
tralian and Chinese of-
ficials responsible for ne-
gotiating such protocols. 

In addition, at the Chi-
nese end, all Australia’s 
commodities are com-
peting with commodities 
from every other coun-
try in the world that also 
sees benefit in exporting 
to China. 

This entire process un-
derstandably takes some 
time to complete, and our 
best estimate is a five-year 
timeframe.

To support this process, 
APL is undertaking a 
number of projects aimed 
at building relationships, 
both within China and 
Australia, with those in-
dividuals and agencies re-
sponsible for progressing 
access on our behalf. 

To that end, APL’s chair-
man and CEO visited Chi-
na as part of the Prime 
Minister’s trade delega-
tion in May, followed by 
a visit by the CEO and 
general manager Policy 
to Beijing for meetings 
with Chinese g overnment 
officials in the margins 
of the International Meat 
Secretariat World Meat 
Congress in June. 

These relationships will 
take time to develop and 
require constant attention 
to maintain. 

APL will therefore need 
to leverage opportunities 

to maintain a rolling pres-
ence in China, such as 
participation in trade del-
egations and a structured 
engagement plan with 
Australian and Chinese 
officials. 

However, as great as the 
potential is for Australian 
pork exports to China, it 
is important to remember 
China is not the whole 
trade story.

Much has been made of 
the focus on Asia, and 
particularly China, as a 
panacea for Australian 
agriculture’s future, not 
least through the Asian 
Century White Paper, and 
myriad programs, both 
public and private, look-
ing to enhance and se-
cure Australian exports to 
the world’s second-largest 
economy. 

Talk has included the 
notion of Australia as 
Asia’s ‘food bowl’, with 
the potential to leverage 
our geographic proximity 
to the region into a new 
agriculture boom. 

This commentary has 
been amplified by re-
cent activities including 
Andrew Forrest’s new 
proposed Australia-Sino 
100-Year Agricultural and 
Food Safety Partnership, 
the Government’s Aus-
tralia Week in China and 

the Prime Minister’s trade 
visit to China with the 
largest delegation to ever 
leave Australian shores. 

While it is true that 
Australia enjoys some 
advantages, not least our 
deserved reputation for 
producing high-quality, 
safe food and proximity to 
growing markets, we need 
to consciously avoid being 
swept up in the new Chi-
nese agriculture gold rush. 

Another important as-
pect to achieving new 
market access, to China 
for example, is to demon-
strate as an industry our 
maximisation of those 
commercial (profitable) 
opportunities already 
available to us. 

Market development, or 
the exploitation of exist-
ing available export mar-
kets, may have the poten-
tial to transform export 
revenue. 

Korea received a total 
of $870,195 of Australian 
pork exports in the 2012-
13 financial year, com-
prising 389 tonnes. 

By comparison, exports 
to Singapore were valued 
at $43.34 million. 

Given the new elimi-
nation of Korean tariffs 
over five years, the ball-
park duration of the time 
it could take to gain ac-

cess to China, Australia’s 
exporters could possibly 
be reaping large rewards 
from developing new Ko-
rean business. 

What makes such mar-
kets particularly attractive 
is that they are open for 
exports right now.

Australian pork produc-
ers continue to face a num-
ber of challenges such as 
high comparative labour 
and input costs, including 
feed, and will continue to 
do so for the foreseeable 
future – particularly when 
compared to our govern-
ment-subsidised, lower cost 
of production competitors 

in the US, Canada and 
Denmark. 

However, by leveraging 
areas of competitive ad-
vantage versus overseas 
pork exporters, Austral-
ian producers can possibly 
profit.

As we move into the 
‘Asian century’, charac-
terised by increasingly 
affluent and discerning 
consumers in Australia’s 
geographic neighbour-
hood, the opportunities 
for Australia’s pork ex-
porters are great. 
Sam Lawrence
APL Senior Policy 
Advisor
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International trade for Australian pork – what the future holds

POSITIONING Aus-
tralia as a primary 
food and fibre pro-
vider to China was a 
key focus at the Aus-
tralia-Sino 100-Year 
Agricultural and Food 
Safety Partnership 
meeting held in Syd-
ney recently.

National Farmers’ 
Federation president 
Brent Finlay joined 
business and govern-
ment leaders from Aus-
tralia at the inaugural 
meeting to discuss the 
significant opportuni-
ties available in agri-
culture between Aus-
tralia and China.

“The prospects for 
growth in agriculture 
are huge, with the need 
to feed, clothe and 
house a growing world 
population,” Mr Finlay 
said. 

“China’s population 
will continue to expand 
to over 1.3 billion by 
2050, driving demand 
for safe, high-quality 
food and fibre. 

“Australia is well 

placed to help supply 
this demand.”

However, as this pros-
pect grows, so does the 
need to co-ordinate an 
industry-wide approach 
to China and other mar-
kets – a view the NFF 
has long held. 

“We believe a col-
laborative approach is 
crucial to our sector’s 
future, particularly as 
we reach the pointy end 
of a trade agreement 
with China,” Mr Finlay 
said.

“Australian farmers 
have a clear competi-
tive advantage when it 
comes to Asia, due to 
our proximity to the 
region and our reputa-
tion as a safe, reliable 
and competitive pro-
vider of food and fibre 
products. 

“But to make this a 
reality, we must build a 
co-operative approach 
across government and 
industry, which is based 
on real commercial out-
comes from the bilat-
eral trade agreement.”

The recent ASA 100 
meeting is an import-
ant milestone bringing 
together a range of key 
agricultural stakehold-
ers to have an initial 
discussion on the strat-
egy to grow the Aus-
tralian farming and 
agribusiness industry 
and allow it the op-
portunity to contrib-
ute strongly – as it has 
in years past – to the 
growth of the Austral-
ian economy.

Mr Finlay said the 
NFF welcomes the op-
portunity to be part of 
the discussion in what 
is an exciting period 
for agriculture in Aus-
tralia .

The ASA 100 com-
prises 50 agribusiness 
leaders from Australia 
and 50 from China to 
meet annually. 

Members also include 
federal, state and terri-
tory ministers, and rep-
resentatives from the 
agricultural, food pro-
cessing and distribution 
sectors. 

Positioning Australia as a 
primary food provider for China
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Manure Spreaders

• Heavy-duty design and construction
• Ideal for all types of manure and compost
• Will also spread lime and gypsum
• Empties in less than 4 minutes
• Even spread width up to 24 metres

SPREADER SIZES:  6-40 TONNES

www.axonmachinery.com.au
Ph 02 9974 2704 

PIGGERY MANAGER
    We are seeking an experienced Piggery Manager to join our management team. 

The successful applicant will have demonstrated achievements in both pig and 
people management, be driven by continuous improvement, plus be energetic and 

resourceful with good communication, organisational and team building skills. 

   The piggery is situated at Lake Albert which is 5km from the township of 
Meningie.  The 1000 breeder unit is a daughter nucleus herd for other breeder 
sites and is currently in the process of being repopulated and so boasts a very 

high health status.  APFG is the third largest pork producer in Australia and has a 
very strong focus on both welfare and quality assurance. 

  The person we seek will lead a team of six people initially.  A competitive 
compensation package is available for the successful applicant and will be 

commensurate with experience.  A three bedroom house is available on the 
site.  We offer a challenging and stimulating work environment with good career 

development. Further opportunity for advancement will also be available. 

Please send a letter of interest and CV to  
David Hodgson daveandco2@bigpond.com.au

Australian Pork Farms Group

THE six-month grace 
period for new livestock 
transport requirements 
introduced in January 
expired on August 1 . 

Queensland chief vet-
erinary officer Dr Allison 
Crook said the new laws 
outline the basic princi-
ples that everyone trans-
porting livestock must use 
to protect the welfare of 
the livestock being trans-
ported.

“To achieve a nation-
ally consistent approach 
to livestock transport, the 
laws now reflect the na-
tional standards and align 
Queensland with other 
states and territories,” Dr 
Crook said.

“The new laws com-
menced on January 31, 
2014, however to ensure 
stakeholders were famil-
iar with the new laws, a 
six-month grace period 
for enforcement was 
granted. 

“The laws apply to the 
transport of both commer-
cial and non-commercial 

livestock and start once 
livestock are assembled 
prior to loading and con-
tinue until the animals are 
unloaded at the final des-
tination. 

“The laws provide 
standards that animals 
selected for transport 
must be fit for the in-
tended journey. 

“It is the responsibility 

of the people involved to 
ensure livestock are fit for 
transport.”

The land transport 
code applies to the fol-
lowing animals being 
transported by road, rail 
or by road vehicle or 
container aboard a ship: 
pigs, cattle, sheep, goats, 
poultry, horses, alpaca, 
buffalo, camels, ostrich-

es, emus and deer. 
For information on the 

national livestock trans-
port standards, visit www.
animalwelfarestandards.
net.au 

Alternatively, producers 
can contact Biosecurity 
Queensland on 13 25 23 
or visit www.business.qld.
gov.au for additional in-
formation. 

Updated livestock land 
transport laws enforced

• Under the  code, 
only livestock that 
are fit for the intend-
ed journey are to be 
transported.

• The code pre-
scribes the maxi-
mum times livestock 
can be held off wa-
ter during the trans-
port process. These 
times vary with the 
species, age and 
reproductive status 

of livestock.
• A person hand-

ling livestock during 
the transport pro-
cess must do it in 
a manner that mini-
mises stress.

• Electric prodders 
may be used sparing-
ly on some species, 
but can’t be used on 
any livestock less 
than three months 
old or on pigs weigh-

ing less than 60kg, 
bobby calves, poul-
try, pregnant goats, 
horses, alpaca, emus 
and ostriches.

• Dogs must be 
kept under effective 
control at all times 
and a dog that ha-
bitually bites live-
stock, other than 
cattle greater than 
30 days of age, must 
be muzzled.

Examples of legislative changes for 
transporting livestock

Farmers applaud carbon tax repeal
THE National Farm-
ers’ Federation has con-
gratulated the Australian 
Government for deliver-
ing on its election prom-
ise to repeal the carbon 
tax, wit h the Senate re-
cently passing the neces-
sary legislation.

President Brent Finlay 
said the NFF has not sup-
ported the carbon tax due 
to the unnecessary cost 
impost on Australian farm 
businesses, agricultural 
input suppliers and food 
processors.

“Australian agriculture 
is breathing a sigh of re-

lief now the tax has fi-
nally been abolished,” he 
said. 

“The sector itself was 
excluded from directly 
paying the tax. 

“However, costs im-
posed on other businesses 
were passed on to agricul-
ture and the bottom line 
of farm businesses.

“Carbon tax flow-on 
costs hit Australian farm-
ers every time they paid 
for essential electricity, 
fertiliser, chemical and 
fuel supplies.” 

Mr Finlay said rather 
than promoting Austral-

ian farm competitiveness, 
the tax dampened the sec-
tor’s efforts to grow and 
increase productivity.

“Australian agriculture 
already plays a crucial 
role in reducing emis-
sions. 

“To enable our sector 
to continue to play this 
role and remain viable at 
the same time, the right 
policy settings must be in 
place.”

The NFF is calling on 
the Government to insti-
tute effective pathways 
for agriculture to par-
ticipate in the Emissions 

Reduction Fund. 
This should be accom-

panied by a firm commit-
ment to invest in research 
and development in order 
to develop and convert 
carbon science and meth-
odologies into practical 
and feasible on-farm ac-
tion.

 “We urge the new Sen-
ate to prioritise business 
certainty when deliber-
ating on key legislative 
initiatives, including those 
that deliver on the Gov-
ernment’s election com-
mitments,” Mr Finlay 
said. 

INFECTIONS caused 
by foodborne micro-
organisms are an in-
creasing public health 
burden. 

Traditional methods 
of characterising and 
detecting bacteria are 
often slow and time-
consuming. 

Therefore, develop-
ment of new methods 
for characterising and 
discovering illness-
causing microorgan-
isms is very important 
for improving food 
safety.

National Food Insti-
tute, Technical Univer-
sity of Denmark PhD 
student Trine Hansen 
studied new methods 
of characterising sal-
monella in pork meat 
processing and detect-
ing unknown bacteria 
in water, feed and food 
samples.

The research pro-
ject has given a bet-

ter understanding of 
which factors in pork 
meat processing may 
contribute to the de-
velopment of more ap-
propriate processing 
environments that can 
limit the occurrence of 
salmonella.

Furthermore, a meth-
od based on concentra-
tion and sequencing 
of parts of the genome 
for all microorganisms 
present in for example, 
a water sample, was 
also tested, enabling re-
searchers to find more 
than  the microorgan-
isms they are specifi-
cally looking for. 

This method was 
tested on B. cereus in 
water samples and can 
be used for discover-
ing bacterial contami-
nation in events such 
as foodborne outbreaks 
where the contamination 
source is unknown. 

New methods of 
detecting salmonella 
in pork processing



Australian Pork Newspaper, August 2014 – Page 11www.porknews.com.au

A.P.S. AUSSIE PORK
SUPPLIERS PTY LTD

James Bredhauer
8 King St
PO Box 1187
Kingaroy Qld 4610

Ph: 07 4162 2233
Fax: 07 4162 4804

Mob: 0427 549 373
Email: jamesb@aussieporksuppliers.com.au

I N S P I R E D M O L E C U L A R S O L U T I O N S

Rick Carter, PhD
Technical Services Manager – Pacific

mob: 0412 888 485
mrick.carter@kemin.com

S™

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071, 
Sydney, Australia & New Zealand

Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544 

ALLTECH AUSTRALIA
64-70 Nissan Drive,
Dandenong South, VIC 3175
Australia
Tel.: +61 (0) 3 9767 2800
Fax: +61 (0) 3 9791 6423
Mob: +61 (0) 418 791 270

Jorge Pena
National Key Account Manager
jpena@alltech.com
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ALLTECH AUSTRALIA
64-70 Nissan Drive,
Dandenong South, VIC 3175
Australia
Tel.: +61 (0) 3 9767 2800
Fax: +61 (0) 3 9791 6423
Mob: +61 (0) 427 138 205

Russell Trainor
Technical Sales Representative
rtrainor@alltech.com
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ALLTECH AUSTRALIA
64-70 Nissan Drive,
Dandenong South, VIC 3175
Australia
Tel.: +61 (0) 3 9767 2800
Fax: +61 (0) 3 9791 6423
Mob: +61 (0) 408 304 914

Toby Doak
Technical Sales Representative
tdoak@alltech.com
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www.reevegroup.com.au
(03) 9699 7355

FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT
ON CROPS AND PASTURES

Volume capacity –
18m3/hr to 90m3/hr

Spray width to 36m and
runs up to 330m

1300 884 593
Customer Service

PH +617 3723 9800   FAX +617 3271 3080  
CustomerService@becfeedsolutions.com.au
50 & 66 Antimony Street, Carole Park Qld 4300 

PO BOX 475, Goodna Qld 4300
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ALLTECH AUSTRALIA
64-70 Nissan Drive,
Dandenong South, VIC 3175
Australia
Tel.: +61 (0) 3 9767 2800
Fax: +61 (0) 3 9791 6423
Mob: +61 (0) 417 177 237

Adam Naylor
General Manager
anaylor@alltech.com

Dr. Tiffany Dobbs
Ph.D. B.App.Sc (Animal Sc.) (Hons) 

TECHNICAL SALES/PREMIX FORMULATION OFFICER

MOB +61(0) 447 897 919 
PH +617 3723 9856   FAX +617 3271 3080

t.dobbs@becfeedsolutions.com.au

PIC Australia
PO Box 39
Grong Grong 
NSW 2652

PIC Australia

Tel: +61 2 6956 2105
Fax: +61 2 6956 2203
Email: info@picaustralia.com.au

N E V E R  S T O P  I M P R O V I N G

World Leaders in Pig Genetics

 
To contact your local 

PIC Sales Representative visit  
www.picaustralia.com.au/contact

Rod Shaw 
Area Sales Manager – Southern

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street

Tamworth NSW 2340

MOBILE:  0418 170 573

ORDERS

TEL: 1300 791 009 
FAX:1300 798 005
rod@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au

Matt Henry
Country Manager (AgriFood Australia)

mob: 0439 136 602
matthew.henry@kemin.commatthew.henry@kemin.com

I N S P I R E D M O L E C U L A R S O L U T I O N
SS™

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071, 

Sydney, Australia & New Zealand

Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544 

David Sherwood 
B.AppSc.(Agriculture)
Sales Manager

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340

MOBILE:  0487 777 089
ORDERS
TEL: 1300 791 009 
FAX:1300 798 005
david@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au

ABN: 92 115 191 056

Laboratory ServicesACE
12 Gildea Lane Bendigo East, Vic 3550

AQIS QC2 Containment Facility APVMA Licensed Manufacturer

Email: info@acelabservices.com.au
PO Box 6101 White Hills, Vic 3550

PH  : (03) 5443 9665
FAX: (03) 5443 9669

Sales Manager
Specialty Feed Ingredients

John McLeish

ADM Australia Pty Ltd
Suite 1003 Level 10, 1 Newland Street
Bondi Junction 2022
Sydney Australia
John.McLeish@adm.com
www.adm.com/australia

A MEMBER OF ARCHER DANIELS MIDLAND COMPANY

T (07) 5570 6222
F (07) 5570 6333
M 0419 740 814

A MEMBER OF ARCHER DANIELS MIDLAND COMPANY

Dr. Neil GANNON 

Mobile: 0458 634554

Mr. Bernard CHUAH
Supply Chain and Administration Manager
Mobile: 0414 610889

BIOMIN Australia Pty Ltd
PO Box 2344, Carlingford NSW 2118
Tel: 02 9872 6324, Fax: 02 9872 5139

www.biomin.net

AFSystems
Andrew Kimball
Agricultural Sales & Service

Mobile: 0428 609 611
Email: afs@activ8.net.au

PO Box 4009 Nemingha NSW 2340 Australia

Industrial Insulation Polyurethane Injection Specialists

Mitchell Kann
Operations Manager
Mobile: 0400 035 112

PO Box 451
Salisbury Qld 4107
ABN: 38 099 241 595

Ph: 07 3277 9785
Fax: 07 3277 9246

Email: mitchell@total-insulation.com.au
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Eugene McGahan
Senior Consultant

B Eng (Ag) MEng RPEQ MASABE Cert IV
Assessment and Workplace Training

Delivering solutions 
for today’s agriculture

PO Box 2175 (11 Clifford St) 
Toowoomba Qld 4350

07 4632 8230 
0428 328 233
07 4632 8057
Eugene.McGahan@fsaconsulting.net
www.fsaconsulting.net

THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 

Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my CardHere’s my Card
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incorporating Hi-Tek Foam Products

EASTERN
genetic resources

Brenden McClelland
Phone: 07 4663 1279

Fax: 07 4663 1395
AI Centre: 07 4663 1071

Mobile: 0409 064 806
email: belmont.360@bigpond.com

website: www.easterngenetics.com.au

"Belmont"
MS 360
Bell Qld

Australia 4408

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller Mobile: 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner Mobile: 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner Mobile: 0499 009 293

Christian Pyke
Managing Director

M: 0428 233 200
E: info@cpyke.com.au 
PO Box 3350
Port Lincoln South Australia 5606

www.cpyke.com.au

Australian Agent / Distributor for:

Supplier of 
 high performance 

ingredients for
aquatic and 

animal nutrition

COAT-O-FOAM Pty 
Ltd

Specialising in Polyurethane Foam Application

Gavin Forsyth
Sales Manager

Supplying the  
Piggery Industry  
with tarpaulin  

overs  
 

overs

Phone: 1300 059 003    
Fax: 1300 858 626  
Email: info@polytex.net.au    
www.polytex.net.au

2/19 Success Street Acacia Ridge Queensland 4110
FarmMark P/L Livestock Solutions

Phone: 07 3274 6372   Mobile: 0412 934 892  Fax: 07 3274 2372

VAUCLUSE & APS
117 Chapman Rd, Inglewood, SA 5133

David Reu
MOBILE: 0427 791 734
EMAIL: davidreu@vaucluse-aps.com.au 

Gabby Brooke 
MOBILE: 0419 695 126
EMAIL: gabby@vaucluse-aps.com.au 

PH: 08 8380 5672  FAX: 08 8380 5176

www.vaucluse-aps.com.au

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 459 356
Tel: 1800 038 037
Fax: 02 8875 8715
john.glassbrook@boehringer-ingelheim.com

John Glassbrook
Bsc. Agric (An.Sci)
Senior Technical Services and Sales Manager

Meg Donahoo
B.An.Vet.Bio.Sc(Hons), M.Sc.Vet.Sc

Technical Services and Sales Representative

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited

Animal Health Division

78 Waterloo Road

North Ryde NSW 2113

Mobile: 0411 330 493 

Tel: 1800 038 037

Fax: 02 8875 8715
meg.donahoo@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Sam Custodio
Technical Services and Sales Representative

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited

Animal Health Division

78 Waterloo Road

North Ryde NSW 2113

Mobile: 0409 493 368 

Tel: 1800 038 037

Fax: 02 8875 8715
samuel.custodio@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0428 270 494
Tel: 1800 038 037
Fax: 02 8875 8715
phillip.marr@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Phillip Marr
Senior Technical Services and Sales Manager

 

8 Roseworthy Road, Roseworthy 
South Australia 5371
P.O. Box 65, Roseworthy, S.A. 5371
T 08 8524 8150 
F 08 8524 8001 
E admin@lienerts.com.au
www.lienerts.com.au 

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 233 227
Tel: 1800 038 037
Fax: 02 8875 8715
shaun.megson@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Shaun Megson
Key Account Manager, Australia and New Zealand

Michael Pritchard 
Biosecurity Manager
28 Durham Street Forbes 
New South Wales 2871
P.O. Box 194, Forbes, N.S.W. 2871
T 02 6851 6200 
M 0407 764 850 
F 02 9144 4574 
E michael.pritchard@lienerts.com.au
www.lienerts.com.au 
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Advertise your 
business card here 

ben@porknews.com.au

call 07 3286 118383333

www.feedworks.com.au

M 0408 735 185
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E doug.pearson@feedworks.com.auPO Box 369 Romsey
Victoria Australia  3434

www.feedworks.com.au

B.Ag.Sci, MRurSc, PhD.
Technical Services Manager

M 0409 049 793
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au
PO Box 369 Romsey
Victoria Australia  3434

Advertise your 
business card 

in mono
call 07 3286 1833
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Fred Schwenke
Business Unit Director Intensive
Intensive – Monogastric
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
38-42 Wharf Road, West Ryde, NSW 2114
PO Box 548, West Ryde NSW 1685
T (02) 8876 0378 
F (02) 8876 0444  E  Fred.Schwenke@zoetis.com
M +61 417 844 231 W  www.zoetis.com.au

Dr Timothy Ahern B. Sc. (Hons) B.V.Sc. (Hons) Dip.Reprod.Sci

National Pig Business Manager

Intensive – Monogastric
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
38-42 Wharf Road, West Ryde, NSW 2114

PO Box 548, West Ryde NSW 1685

M +61 418 124 664 E  Timothy.Ahern@zoetis.com

F (02) 8876 0444 W  www.zoetis.com.au

Darryl Meaney
National Sales Manager Intensive
Intensive – Monogastric
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
38-42 Wharf Road, West Ryde, NSW 2114
PO Box 548, West Ryde NSW 1685
T (02) 8876 0355 
F (02) 8876 0444  E  Darryl.Meaney@zoetis.com
M +61 419 594 922 W  www.zoetis.com.au

Tom Cowper
National Account Manager - Intensive

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
38-42 Wharf Road, West Ryde NSW 2114

PO Box 548, West Ryde NSW 1685

M  0418 246 675
F 02 8876 0444

E tom.cowper@zoetis.com

W www.zoetis.com.au
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www.reevegroup.com.au

(03) 9699 7355

DAIRIES - PIGGERIES - ABATTOIRSProudly designed & manufactured in Australia
NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATERCan run dry indefinitely without damage
HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators
UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

WENDY LAYCOCK

Operations Manager

Sales Protein Division

Level 1
49 - 51 Stead Street

South Melbourne, VIC
3205 Australia

Phone: 03 9695 4116
Fax: 03 9699 5283

Mobile: 0417 272 885

wlaycock@craigmostyn.com.au

www.cmaqua.com.au   www.craigmostyn.com.au

Warren Kehl
Trader

Protein Division

Level 1
49 - 51 Stead Street

South Melbourne, VIC
3205 Australia

Phone: +61 3 9695 4116
Fax: +61 3 9699 5283

Mobile: +61 477 555 008wkehl@craigmostyn.com.au
 www.craigmostyn.com.au

Amanda Vardanega 
National Swine Specialist
MSD Animal Health

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
91-105 Harpin Street 
Bendigo East VIC 3550
Australia
PO Box 2800
Bendigo Delivery Centre
VIC 3554
Customer Service  1800 033 461
M 0427 011 579
F 1800 817 414
amanda.vardanega@merck.com

The Science of Healthier Animals

SLURRY PUMPING AND COMPOST SPREADING

0437 885 309

E: growuporganics@bigpond.com

www.growuporganics.com.au

Delivering Excellence in
Swine Reproduction

Lethbridge, Victoria

Freecall: 1800 647744

Facsimile: (03) 5281 7547

Mobile: 0408 855 875

Email: bridget@porkstorks.com.au

Glencoe, Queensland

Phone: (07) 4699 3011

Facsimile: (07) 4699 3055

Mobile: 0400 672 418

Email: glencoe@porkstorks.com.au

GENE CENTRE MANAGER

George Hassan

Gene Centre
Murray Bridge SA
M: 0427 567 722
P: 08 8531 0307
F: 08 8531 3577
E: sagen@cefn.com.au

PO Box 520
Junortoun VIC 3551

M: 0428 753 880
P: 03 5439 4233
F: 03 5439 4233

E: rob@cefn.com.au

 
BREEDING & TECHNICAL MANAGER

Rob Nicholls

www.cefn.com.au
Predictable Outcomes Through Advanced Cefn Genetics

ARROW COMMODITIES PTY LTD

David Satchell
managing director

Level 4, 79 Commonwealth St
Surrey Hills NSW 2010 Australia

PO Box 956 Darlinghurst NSW 1300

Tel: +612 9310 2333
Fax: +612 9310 2399
Mobile: +61 409 848 828
E-mail: satchell@arrowcom.com.au
Website: www.arrowcom.com.au

Alan Smith
B. Ag Sci.

Managing Director

Minitube Australia Pty Ltd Tel: +61 3 5342 8688

P.O. Box 1
Fax: +61 3 5342 8788

135 Brooke Street, Smythesdale Mobile: +61 414 432 790

Victoria 3351 asmith@minitube.com.au

Australia www.minitube.com.au

www.chrisrichards.com.au • 1800 426 142 • F: 03 5443 3829

Swine Veterinary Consultants

• Health, Production and QA Services

• Disease Eradication and   

 Repopulations

• Servicing all areas of Australia 

CHRIS RICHARDS & ASSOCIATES CHRIS RICHARDS & ASSOCIATES

Dr Chris Richards  0429 843 184
Dr Hugo Dunlop  0428 129 053
Dr Bernie Gleeson  0428 270 091
Dr Andrew Morris  0437 011 818
Dr Sarah De Greef  0429 049 708
Dr Kirsty Richards  0407 282 592
Dr Yvette Miller 0428 479 000
Dr Sarah Jenkin  0409 715 559
Dr Hong Lin  0409 540 212
Dr Erin Borrow  0438 111 713

Damian Moore B. App. Sc. (R.T.)
Director – Feed Safety

Meriden
ANIMAL HEALTH

an Anpario plc company

Cranfield Innovation Centre,
University Way,
Cranfield Technology Park,
Cranfield MK43 0BT
UK

Telephone: +44 (0) 1234 436130

Mobile: +61 (0) 400 042 715

Fax: +44 (0) 1234 436131

Email: damianmoore@meriden-ah.com

www.meriden-ah.com

Damian Moore B. App. Sc. (R.T.)
Director – Feed Safety

PO Box 550
Mount Gambier
South Australia 5290

Telephone: (08) 8725 0411
Facsimile: (08) 8725 8784

Mobile: 0409 091 678
Email: myora@myora.com.au

MANAGING DIRECTOR
JEFF BRAUN

ABN 78 008 025 563

“Breeders of quality stock”

MYORA FARM
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THE Aussie Pumps dis-
tributor support team is 
about to hit the road and 
attend field days across 
the nation with new, ex-
citing and innovative 
products. 

The team will use the 
opportunity to talk face 
to face with farmers, test 
market reactions and col-
lect user feedback. 

Aussie Pumps Brad Far-
rugia said, “Field days are 
not only good fun, but our 
chance to consult with end 
users and find out what 
they need to achieve bet-
ter outcomes.”  

“The Aussie Fire Chief 
design is a great example 
of a product that came out 
of dialogue with Austral-
ian farmers,” he said.

This year, Aussie Pumps 
will be showcasing the 

new Red Brigade series of 
fire pumps. 

The Red Brigade series 
has evolved from the fa-
mous Fire Chief, regarded 
as the world’s best fire 
pump. 

These new Honda-
powered pumps offer im-
proved performance, huge 
impellers and volutes and 
big suction ports. 

The Red Brigade pumps 
can be easily identified 
by their practical, bright 
red powder-coated steel 
frames. 

These robust frames sta-
bilise the pumps during set 
up and operation, protect 
them and make lifting easy.

“The Aussie Fire Chief 
has always been ahead of 
the game for performance 
and quality,” Farrugia said.

“Now we can offer larg-
er capacity, engine-drive 
fire pumps with excellent 
flow/pressure character-
istics for customers who 
need to move water fur-
ther and faster.”

The new Red Brigade 
series features Honda en-
gines up to 13hp. 

This extra grunt delivers 
better fuel economy and 
performance. 

When operating a pump 
at the maximum-flow end 
of the performance curve, 
the larger engines will 
hold their rpm and deliver 
more flow. 

That provides real ad-
vantages in terms of pump 
efficiency and engine lon-
gevity.

With a unique five-year 
pump end warranty, the 
whole Red Brigade range 
is built without design or 
engineering compromise.  

No other manufacturer 
offers free extended war-
ranty on pump wet ends.

The current El Nino alert 
has water conservation and 
management on the minds 
of most farmers. 

Aussie Pumps’ solution 
is a new range of Yan-
mar-powered gushers 
designed to maximise 

efficient water transfer.
Aussie Pumps engineers 

have combined the superb 
hydraulic design of the 
QP303 3” high-volume 
transfer pump with the re-
liable, fuel efficient Yan-
mar diesel engine. 

The result is proving 
hugely popular with water 
cart operators. 

High-pressure versions 
of 3” and 4” pumps with 
heads to 70m are also 
available. 

These pumps will pro-
vide a new dimension in 
water transfer efficiency 
at a lower cost.

The Aussie Poly Smart 
pump will also be on dis-
play at the field days. 

This new, versatile ferti-
liser pump has revolution-
ised chemical transfer, of-
fering leak-free pumping 
of corrosive liquids. 

Aussie Pumps claims 
the Poly Smart pump, 
made from 30 percent 
glass-filled polyester, has 
helped to change the way 
chemicals are used in 
modern-day farming.  

The 2” Honda-powered 
Poly Smart pump is ca-
pable of producing up to 

835l/pm flow, with heads 
to 25m. 

Stainless steel fasteners 
and Viton O-rings, check 
valves and other elasto-
mers make this unit suit-
able for most agricultural 
chemical-liquid applica-
tions. 

It is mounted in a robust 
steel frame, meaning it’s 
easy to handle.

The Aussie Pumps 
Blaster Blitz program will 
showcase the latest indus-
trial engine and electric-
drive, cold-water pressure 
cleaners. 

The Blitz program is 
about adding value and 
performance to farm 
clean-up.

“Farmers can check out 
the range and pick up the 
free Aussie Blaster Blitz 
catalogue,” Farrugia said. 

“It’s not only a pressure 
cleaner selection guide, but 
offers advice on matching 
high-pressure accessories 
that cut cleaning times and 
water usage.”

The new Australian 
high-pressure water blast-
ing standards are now in 
place. 

They highlight the need 

for professional operators 
to upgrade cleaning skills 
and occupational health 
and safety. 

The Blaster Blitz cata-
logue covers the Aussie 
Safe Operator range of af-
fordable, comfortable per-
sonal safety equipment for 
operators of water blast-
ing equipment up to 500 
bar (7300psi). 

Each year, the Aus-
sie Pumps research and 
development team is in-
spired by the feedback 
collected at field days. 

It takes on board what 
users need in terms of 
value, features and per-
formance, and strives to 
develop products that de-
liver even better outcomes 
for farmers. 

Aussie Pumps products 
can be seen at major field 
days locations including 
Gunnedah, NSW; Henty, 
NSW; Elmore, Victoria; 
Dowerin, WA; and the 
Australian National Field 
Days at Orange, NSW. 

Further information is 
available from www.aus 
siepumps.com.au or Aus-
sie Pumps distributors 
throughout Australia. 

Gene Pool Directory

 Farrowing and weaner crates, 
growers and baconer pens.  Feed 
hopper with stainless steel trough.

 Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap; 
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and 
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Excellent quality 
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.  Straight Farrowing Crate.

Ph (02) 6644 6065 – Fax (02) 6644 7568
– Mobile 0437 431 901 

Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd, ABN 18 156 169 876 Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
 Fx (02) 6644 7568                  Mobile: 0437 431 901 
Victoria: Ben Slots (03) 9462 4266 Fax (03) 9718 1896
Freecall: 1800 999 245   Mob 0418 388 842

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST

Aussie field days force

The Aussie Pumps team shows  the new Red Brigade fire pumps and other great 
products that will be on display at this year’s field days.
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Positive global pork prices
THE global pork mar-
ket is moving into re-
cord territory in the third 
quarter of 2014, accord-
ing to Rabobank analyst 
Albert Vernooij. 

This is especially so in 
the exporting countries 
impacted by porcine epi-
demic diarrhoea virus, 
where hog and pork pric-
es will continue to break 
records in the remainder 
of quarter three and into 
quarter four.

In non-impacted coun-
tries, this, as well as the 
high prices for beef and 
poultry, will support bull-
ish pork prices. 

However, in the Euro-
pean Union and China, 
markets will improve sea-
sonally but won’t reach 
the highs experienced in 
other countries.

Mr Vernooij said in the 
US, Mexico, Japan and 
South Korea, the coun-

tries that have been af-
fected by PEDv, the key 
question will be where to 
source pork.

“In these countries the 
supply drops, as well as 
declining feed costs, are 
expected to push farmers’ 
profitability into record 
territories,” he said.

“In contrast, processors’ 
margins will be pressured 
due to the strong competi-
tion for pigs.”

While the US is miti-
gating the effects of 
PEDv on supply and 
prices with rising pig 
weights (recently up 
nearly 5 percent on last 
year), the growing scar-
city of pork globally is 
pushing import prices up 
and impacting Mexico, 
South Korea and Japan 
in particular. 

In Mexico, pork meat 
prices have increased by 
about 25 percent year on 

year and have the poten-
tial to increase another 5 
percent. 

Also feeling a sig-
nificant impact is Japan, 
where imports are rela-
tively expensive compared 
to other importing coun-
tries due to the low value 
of the yen. 

With beef supply also 
under pressure, Japanese 
processors will find it 
challenging to source suf-
ficient meat supplies.

For China, the prospects 
are turning positive, with 
pig prices forecast to re-
cover after a very difficult 
first half in 2014. 

Chinese pork prices are 
expected to stay at the 
current low level in most 
of quarter three, but will 
likely show a strong re-
bound from the end of 
quarter three onwards, 
driven by the seasonal 
uplift in demand and 

lower supply after the 
sow culling of the last 
months. 

This will be supported 
by limited global supply, 
which will increase com-
petition for imports and 
encourage higher prices. 

The key challenge for 
pi g farmers to recover 
part of their losses is to 
limit herd expansion. 

Many smaller farmers 
will face shakeouts in 
2014, which will advance 
market consolidation.

Being the only region 
with enough pork avail-
able at reasonable prices, 
prospects for EU exports 
to Asia and the US remain 
positive. 

However, this will not 
be sufficient to totally 
compensate the lower 
export to central and eastern 
European countries. 

The Russian import ban 
remains a deciding factor 

for price levels. 
In addition, the impor-

tance of exports to cen-
tral and eastern European 
countries for the total car-
cass valuation, in combi-
nation with the high value 
of the euro will limit the 
seasonal increase of EU 
pork prices. 

However, if pork trade 
between the EU and Rus-
sia partially or totally 
reopens, it would give a 
positive boost to EU pork 
prices.

“With PEDv continu-
ing to impact supply into 
2015, prospects for the 
global pork industry re-
main positive,” Mr Ver-
nooij said. 

“The main wildcard is 
keeping supply discipline, 
as many farmers will be 
tempted to expand pro-
duction, driven by the low 
feed costs and high profit-
ability.” 

NEW treatments for 
inflammatory bowel 
disease, rheumatoid 
arthritis, multiple 
sclerosis, diabetes 
and autism could be 
on the horizon after 
a global University of 
Melbourne led study 
successfully mapped 
the genes of a para-
sitic worm in pigs.

Lead researcher Dr 
Aaron Jex, Faculty 
of Veterinary Sci-
ence said, “We know 
that humans infected 
with the harmless pig 
whipworm can have 
significantly reduced 
symptoms linked to 
autoimmune diseas-
es.” 

“And now we have 
the genetic sequence of 
the worm, it opens the 
door to future human 
drug designs and treat-
ment.”

Though the pig whip-
worm causes disease 
and losses in livestock, 
it does not cause dis-

ease in humans.
In contrast, the hu-

man whipworm in-
fects around one bil-
lion people, mainly 
children in developing 
nations, and causes 
dysentery, malnourish-
ment and impairment 
of physical and mental 
development.

Co-author Prof Robin 
Gasser, Faculty of Vet-
erinary Science said 
the genes tell us about 
the proteins this worm 
uses to interact with 
our immune systems. 

“Knowing the worm’s 
molecular landscape 
could be very useful in 
starting to understand 
autoimmune diseases 
in humans,” he said.

The pig whipworm 
genome also provides 
a model to study the 
human parasite.

This  study involved 
11 institutions in six 
countries and is pub-
lished in Nature Gen-
etics online. 

THE latest ABARES 
Agricultural Com-
modities report fore-
casts a decline in 
farm export earnings, 
largely reflecting a 
projected fall in farm 
production on the 
back of a significant 
increase this year.

ABARES executive 
director Karen Schnei-
der said farm export 
earnings in the 2013-
14 season reached an 
estimated high of $41 
billion, with returns 
in 2014-15 forecast to 
ease from those levels.

“Despite forecast 
falls, both farm pro-
duction and export 
earnings in 2014-15 
are projected to remain 
well above the 10-year 
average,” Ms Schnei-
der said.

“Earnings from farm 
exports are forecast to 
fall by 6.2 percent in 
2014-15 to about $38.5 
billion. 

“At this forecast 
level, export earnings 
would still be about 9 
percent above the av-
erage of $35.5 billion 
over the 10 years to 
2012-13 in real terms.

“The fall in export 
earnings follows a 
forecast 4.6 percent 
decrease in the volume 
of farm production in 
2014-15, compared 
with the estimated in-
crease of 6 percent in 
2013-14.

“Export earnings in 
2014-15 are forecast 
to fall for both crop 
products, by 9.6 per-
cent to $20.4 billion, 
and livestock products, 
by 1.9 percent to $18.1 
billion.

“In contrast, export 
earnings for fisheries 
products are projected 
to increase by 4.6 per-

cent to $1.4 billion in 
2014-15.”

Agricultural com-
modities for which 
export earnings are ex-
pected to fall in 2014-
15 include: barley (41 
percent); canola (23 
percent); beef and veal 
(4 percent); rice (32 
percent); horticulture 
(13 percent); and mut-
ton (28 percent).

Export earnings are 
forecast to increase for 
sugar (5 percent); live 
cattle (3 percent); and 
live sheep (24 percent).

Ms Schneider said 
the prices for Austral-
ian farm exports, in 
aggregate, are forecast 
to remain largely un-
changed in 2014-15, 
following an estimated 
rise of 8.1 percent in 
2013-14.

“Higher export pric-
es in 2014-15 for beef, 
wool and sheep meat 
are expected to be off-
set by lower prices for 
wheat, cotton, barley 
and sugar,” she said.

The forecasts were 
released in the June 
issue of Agricultural 
Commodities, which in-
cludes ABARES’ latest 
outlook for Australia’s 
key agricultural com-
modities in 2014-15.

Ms Schneider said in 
addition to commodity 
forecasts, this report 
includes information 
on the potential impact 
of El Niño, the pro-
portion of Australian 
agricultural produc-
tion exported, and an 
overview of the Korea-
Australia free trade 
agreement, which is 
expected to come into 
effect in 2015.

The full report is 
available at daff.gov.au/
abares/publications 

Parasitic worms in pigs 
may provide treatment 
of human diseases

Farm export 
earnings to ease
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