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Our resiliency and resolve
continue to be tested
AS our industry braces
for another emergency
animal disease threat,
our resiliency and
perseverance continue
to be tested from all
angles.

Figure 1. The red indicates areas of the world where foot and mouth disease is likely to be present in livestock
on a daily basis.

Vet’s view on foot and mouth
n Stay vigilant to the constant threat
THE current foot and
mouth disease outbreak
in Indonesia started in
May 2022 and is terrible
for Indonesia.

The country has been
battling the effects of this
very infectious and contagious disease, mainly in
cattle herds.

The author Dr John Carr of Apiam Animal Health considers foot and mouth disease a constant threat, no
more today than yesterday.

The virus – now in Bali
– seems a risk to Australia, given the love Australians have for travel to
that country.
But the reality is FMD
and other vesicular diseases are well established
throughout the world.
In fact, many countries
are positive or have poor
control of vesicular diseases.
While the infection of
Indonesia with FMD is a
disaster for their country, it
does not significantly raise
the risk of introduction
into Australia – assuming
we maintain our normal
strict border biosecurity.
Indonesia maintained its
FMD-free status for over
30 years, until it recently
succumbed to the importation of an infected cow
from a known positive
country – India.
We must now help our
neighbours fight this
scourge.
Foot and mouth disease
is a ribonucleic acid virus

– or RNA – and, as with
COVID-19, there are several known strains.
This complicates vaccination policies in positive
countries as the virus mutates rapidly.
After meeting the virus,
about a week later an animal starts to demonstrate
the characteristic lesion –
typically at the coronary
band which produces the
horn on the feet.
There are a number of
viruses that can do this
but the most significant
is FMD.
The virus can affect any
artiodactyl – cloven-foot
animals.
This includes pigs, cattle,
sheep, goats, camels and
deer.
The lesions will be seen
in all age groups of pigs
however, because finishing-age pigs actively
move around, they are
often the first noticed as
they are lame.
The coronary band

* continued P2

In my April column,
I highlighted that it
had been an incredibly
tough start to the year,
with floods, extreme
heat, COVID-19 continuing and Japanese encephalitis virus causing
dramatic impacts.
However, a new biosecurity threat has put
all livestock industries
on high alert – foot and
mouth disease detected
in Indonesia, including
Bali.
The local media
and political focus on
FMD over the past few
weeks has been unprecedented.
With industry commentators, ministers,
peak bodies and producers clearly detailing
what the potential impacts of such an incursion would mean for
Australian agriculture
and the Australian
economy.
For the pig industry,
our response and planning strategy for EAD
outbreaks remains firm.
Disease preparedness
is a top priority for Australian Pork Limited
and has been further
strengthened over the
past three years as African swine fever runs
rampant across the
globe.
Because biosecurity
remains a dedicated
focus, our recent response to JEV has trialled and tested the
industry’s existing biosecurity plans.
We made a commitment that our industry

Point of View
by MARGO ANDRAE CEO

would be progressive
and thought-leading in
everything we do, so my
reassurance to you is
that as always, we aim
to minimise the impacts
of future EADs – and
dealing with FMD is
no different, as industry
preparedness is key for
biosecurity management.
I commend the government for acting
swiftly, allocating increased funding to
FMD surveillance –
ensuring tighter border
security screening and
ongoing monitoring.
APL continues to
work closely with the
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Animal Health
Australia and other industry partners on all
EAD preparedness.
Australia’s biosecurity
response effort does
not go without our own
industry’s dedicated
technical specialists,
veterinarians and sector
representatives pulling
together behind the
scenes.
They ensure checks
and balances remain
fit-for-purpose on all
emergency animal disease threats.
We are also working
tirelessly to ensure all
livestock sectors work

directly with one another, not in silos but as
a collective.
Producers are reminded to ensure that
your biosecurity plan
is up to date and that
you are keeping an eye
out for any concerning
signs in your animals.
Should you see anything unusual, contact
your veterinarian or call
the EAD Watch Hotline
on 1800 675 888.
If FMD or any another EAD is detected,
producers and industry
can be assured that the
response will be guided
by the existing plan developed between government and industry
– the AUSVETPLAN.
Disease threats are
complex and no easy
feat to navigate.
But action is being
taken, and I implore
all pork producers and
businesses to be alert
but not alarmed.
As 2022 continues to
throw more obstacles
our way, the resiliency
of our sector and our
people continue to be
tested.
Look out for one another, check in with
your friends and, if you
need assistance, the
APL team is here to
assist in any way we
can.
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Figure 2. Foot and mouth lesion on the coronary band. The lesion
can be easily missed.

Figure 3. Ulcer on the coronary band is easier to see when sprayed
with green disinfectant spray.

Figure 4. Short term lesion on the nose – this can be very difficult
to see.

Figure 5. Lesion on the mammary gland highlighted by green spray.
Note the lesions on the feet of the sow and also on the feet of the
piglet.

AUG 3-5 – Qld Agworkforce Summit
https://www.qff.org.au/events/queenslandagworkforce-summit-2022/
AUG 7 – Pig Day Out - Loki’s Lodge - Memo
Music Hall https://www.memomusichall.
com.au/memo-gig/pig-day-out/
AUG 19-21 – Kingaroy Baconfest 2022
www.kingaroybaconfest.com.au
SEP 8-9 – Australian Pig Veterinarians
Conference 2022 - Geelong, Victoria.
https://www.ava.com.au/education-events/
sponsor-exhibit/about/?eid=EV001309

2023

Vet’s view on foot and mouth disease
* from P1

JAN 10-12 – Banff Pork Seminar - Banff,
Canada. https://www.banffpork.ca/
JUN 4-7 – International Symposium on
Emerging and Re-emerging Pig Diseases –
IMPACT Forum - Bangkok, Thailand. https://
iserpd2023bangkok.com/
JUN 7-9 – World Pork Expo - Iowa State
Fairgrounds, US. https://worldpork.org/
NOV 13-16 – Australasian Pig Science
Association
(APSA)
Conference
www.apsa.asn.au

How to supply event details: Send all
details to Australian Pork Newspaper,
PO Box 162, Wynnum, Qld 4178, call 07
3286 1833 or email: ben@collins.media
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blisters and ulcerates –
which is painful – causing
lameness and further foot
lesions.
In severe cases, the
damage to the coronary
band can be so acute that
the hoof horn separates,
and the animal will be
critically lame for six
months – euthanasia is
normally carried out.
The lesions are often difficult to see as pigs’ feet
may be dirty and it is normally necessary to wash
the feet to see the visible
lesions.
The virus also affects the
nose and tongue, though
in pigs this is not often
seen because oral tongue
lesions can be very temporary.
In cattle, tongue lesions
are particularly noticeable
as they present as horrific
ulcerations, which are
extremely painful for the
animal.
I had a case in the United
Kingdom where the whole
tongue surface came off in
my hand, a moment you do
not forget.
The virus may also af-

fect the skin of mammary
glands, resulting in mild
but painful ulcerations in
pigs.
In pigs, healing is usually rapid, typically over
a couple of weeks, with a
low mortality but significant impact on production.
If FMD significantly affects the farrowing house,
the mortality in piglets
can be high, as they fail
to suckle properly due to
their lameness and the
sow’s painful udders.
The big impact that pigs
play is in the spread of the
disease, in that a pig can
transmit the pathogen tens
of kilometres.
In fact, pigs are considered super-spreaders of
FMD.
It has once even crossed
the English Channel –
over 100km – from pigs
to cattle, but this was due
to an exceptional weather
event.
Pigs are normally infected via the oral transmission route – that
is through the mouth –
eating infected feed.
Cattle are infected
through the nose via the

aerosol route.
So, pigs can infect cattle
but rarely the other way
around.
Cattle only spread the
virus over short distances
through the air, 1-2km.
It is a hedgerow pathogen moving to the farm
next door between cows.
It is often mis-reported
that FMD affects people,
but this is unlikely or very
rare.
In the massive outbreak
in Great Britain in 2001,
no person was infected nor
were any human health
concerns raised.
However, people can
carry the virus on their
clothing, and this poses a
significant risk to agricultural livestock industries.
The virus is relatively
easy to kill, though you
must understand its weak
points.
As it does not have an
oily envelope, it cannot be
inactivated by simple soap,
as with African swine
fever or COVID-19.
The virus can remain
stable in the environment in cooler climates,
but only days above 20C

and especially in our dry
environments.
The virus is killed by
a simple change in pH
below 6.5 – citric acid – or
above 8.5 – bleach sodium
hydroxide.
What we can do about it
First as producers and
industry, we must be informed but not alarmed.
We need to maiwntain
and obey the border restrictions and import requirements.
Certainly, if wwe visit
an Indonesian farm – any
foreign farm – tourists
should leave all clothing
and shoes on the farm they
visit.
In doing this, the risk is
significantly reduced.
Upon returning home,
all clothing should be hotwashed and disinfected in
the washing cycle.
Even after visiting any
country, this should be
public knowledge – you
never know, and it’s best to
take precautions.
Primarily, in Australia,
we need to thank and be
grateful for our border patrol efforts and high biosecurity standards.

They protect the pig industry every day.
There has been great
deal of media attention
about FMD viral fragments found in meat and
processed products at our
ports and in other sources
available for purchase.
It is worth noting, this
has happened every day
for the past 100 years, but
Australia remains free of
FMD.
The risk is real, though
no more real than it was
last year or 10 years ago.
Stay vigilant and be
aware, but do not lose
sleep at night.
The best thing you can
do is prepare your biosecurity plans and take
precautions for your own
herd.
Thoughts are with Australian beekeepers and the
current Varroa mite infestation in our bees in NSW.
This is a real risk to the
Australian agricultural
landscape – the Varroa incursion is here, in the bee
population and needs to be
eliminated.
Dr John Carr
Apiam Animal Health
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> Designed in France for Australia
> Quick and easy local construction
> Premium Construction materials
> Minimises feed consumption
> Maximises meat production
> Reduces energy consumption
> Easy cleaning and maintenance

C-LINES produce a premium range of buildings for pig
production. Designed in France to the highest standards,
they offer the best performance in biosecurity, environmental
control and animal welfare. With minimum energy
consumption and easy maintenance C-LINES are the place
to go for your next pig house.

To find out more contact Bruno Pimenta.
email: bruno.pimenta@agcocorp.com
tel: 0476 760 240
www.c-lines.com
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Feral pigs are problematic foot and mouth disease vectors, if it was to reach Australia.

Tyranny of distance not so bad
FOLLOWING the July 5
confirmation by Indonesian authorities of an outbreak of foot and mouth
disease in Bali, some
panic has emerged Down
Under – especially and
unsurprisingly among
livestock producers.

Delivering Specialist Agribusiness
Public Relations Skills that will
build your business, enhance
your brand, promote your
products and sell your services,
all backed by unsurpassed
professionalism, experience
and track record.
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A contagious viral disease of cattle, sheep, goats
and pigs with severe consequences for animal
health and trade, FMD is
– at least for now, as at July
21 – not in Australia.
The FMD fear flurry
here reminded me of the
time 21 years ago when
an FMD outbreak in the
United Kingdom caused
widespread global panic
and the mass extermination of thousands of animals in what was eventually a successful cessation
of the disease.
FMD landing in Australia from Bali could cost
our economy a staggering
$80 billion.
Back in March 2001, I
covered FMD in my regular monthly column Meat

Cant
Comment
by BRENDON CANT

Matters, which I wrote on
behalf of Renata PaliskisBessell the then meat program manager with Agriculture Western Australia.
Headlined ‘Tyranny of
distance not so bad after
all’, I thought it worthwhile
revisiting it now, as it seems
the proximity of Bali to
Australia and its popularity
with Aussie travellers is
what is fanning legitimate
FMD fears here.
So, this is what I had to
say with Renata’s approval
back in 2001.
Europe’s debilitating
struggle with foot and
mouth disease has opened
avenues for Western
Australian
producers,
but hopefully it has also
opened a few eyes to the
profound dangers of negligent animal husbandry.
There is a saying coined
by Christians to prevent
them from becoming too
assured and complacent –
‘There, but for the grace of
God, go I’.
Religious or not, it is a
timely reminder to producers that they are not
immune to the disaster that
has decimated European
herds.
The problem may be half
a world away, but the world
is getting smaller and 50
countries have had the disease in recent years.
So, while Australia is
free from FMD, markets
are never free from the
threat of disease.
Malaysian pig producers
who once supplied the lucrative Singaporean market
would attest to the unremitting threat of disease.
The nipah virus ruined
their export industry –
in the process providing
Australian producers an
opportunity they are still
savouring but fervently
guarding.
Strict protocols have allowed the Western Australian pig industry to remain clear of such viruses.
Visitors to piggeries
should wear clean overalls and clean-scrubbed
disinfected rubber boots
as a minimum standard
of entry, while not being

permitted to have had contact with another pig farm
or lairage within 48 hours.
Such stringent measures
would seem to provide
ironclad protection, but
they could also seem tedious to less responsible
growers and the chains
that lock out disease are
only as strong as their
weakest link.
A report released in early
March claims to have identified the source of the
European FMD epidemic,
identifying a piggery in
Newcastle, England, which
in December just escaped
being prosecuted by the
RSPCA.
From there, the tangled
lines of livestock movement carried the disease across the English
Channel, with the report
noting the FMD outbreak
gave insight into how isolated breakdowns in infection control could mushroom into full-blown epidemics.
Britain now has 337 confirmed cases of FMD at
an estimated cost of nine
billion pounds – $24 billion Australian – through
lost earnings, higher food
prices and tourism downturn.
But while FMD is ram-

pant, France has shown
that the disease can be
controlled, with Australia
easing bans on their animal and meat products,
acknowledging their containment of FMD to only
two properties.
This illustrates the rewards that have come to
France for their diligence
in following guidelines
for protection against outbreak – diligence practiced
by Australian Quarantine
and Inspection Services,
which invited the media
to witness them inspecting
every sea container
coming into port for signs
of contamination.
This prompted Western
Australian Farmers Federation president Colin
Nicholl to say he was
very happy with current
quarantine protocol and it
should give us all confidence in livestock health.
But it should be a cautious confidence – one
measured by the cost
should our systems fail –
and sensitive to the hardships faced by those less
fortunate farmers in Europe.
Back to present day –
should foot and mouth disease land in Australia, the
estimated direct economic
impact widely quoted is an
extraordinary $80 billion
currently.
This may well be a conservative estimate given
the scale of farming in this
country, the massive employment that hinges on
value adding, transportation and maintaining rural
communities, plus likely
immediate lockouts of our
meat exports by overseas
customers.

One source of foot and mouth disease could be
contaminated meat products being irresponsibly,
carelessly and illegally imported into Australia from
Indonesia.

The author’s Meat Matters column covered foot and
mouth disease in March 2001.
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‘NEW’ EVO CLEANER
WASHING ROBOT
Save on labour costs
Battery operated - no 240V
lead required
Specifically designed for pig farms
Programmed unique washing
routines to free up time

EVO Cleaner is a unique washing robot
developed for pig pens.
The robot streamlines and enables
automated shed washing, completely
designed according to your specific shed
interior and washing needs.

Flexible and reliable wash for
every pen, no manual adjustments

Washing routines are programmed once
and can be easily modified to match the
conditions. EVO Cleaner is a time, cost and
water efficient choice designed for tough
working environments.

Create a bio-secure and healthy
work environment

Contact us for further information
www.stockyardindustries.com

Over 1000 units sold worldwide
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A practical perspective on managing
production without using zinc oxide

Advertise in APN and reach
key pork industry producers and
specialists.

THE European Union
has now banned the use
of medicinal zinc oxide
in pig production, and in
last month’s article I wrote
about managing this
change from a veterinary
perspective.

Email ads@porknews.com.au
for great advertising rates.

This month I would like
to focus on some practical management tips
from production advisor
Jes Callesen, which were
presented at the Zero Zinc
Conference held recently in
Copenhagen.
Together, the veterinary
and practical management
perspectives form the basis
for the production concept
for weaner pigs 6-30kg –
developed in Denmark between veterinary company
LVK and processor Danish
Crown – where the influence of correct management was critical to successful weaning without
zinc oxide, with four key
points underlining these
management strategies.
Diet composition
The Danish experience in
diet composition – while
everyone, including feeding
companies, has an opinion
of what is right and wrong,
there are some concepts
that work in reducing diarrhoea.
These are:
• Include heat treated cereals at 20 percent
• Milk product must be of
high quality

www.porknews.com.au

For all your livestock needs
Provides high quality products.
Delivered on time.
At competitive pricing.
Supported by the best
available technical
service in animal and
livestock nutrition.

Nordic
News

by ASHLEY NORVAL

• Include blood plasma at
2-5 percent
• Include fibre sources
such as wheat bran, sugar
beet pulp and commercial
products
• Ensure coarse grinding
– particle size should be
maximum 50 percent less
than 1mm
• Low protein – 17.5 percent crude protein
• Low acid binding capacity
• Organic acids added to
the water 0.2 percent and
feed 1.5 percent
• Include extra free amino
acids, plus 30 percent, and
extra vitiminisation, organic iron and zinc
Better management
Better management is a
‘cheap’ alternative to higher
costs in feed or veterinary
products to manage post
weaning diarrhea.
These are some management strategies and their
relative cost to Danish production:

• Correct sectioning and
vaccinations – $A0.20-$A1
per pig
• Uniform age at weaning
– free
• Feeding in the farrowing pen – $A0.20-$A1
per pig
• Cleaning and drying
weaning environment –
$A0.50-$A1 per pig
• Heat control in weaning
environment to correct temperature – free
• Activation of the newly
weaned piglets – $A0.20$A1 per pig.
• Ensuring enough eating
places – $A0-$A1 per pig
It is worth noting that
diarrhoea inhibiting feed
is $A0.60-$A1.50 per pig,
therefore this claim was
that better management can
also have a positive impact
on reducing feed costs.
Pre-weaning strategies
Sows must milk properly
Stimulate the water intake
of sows by reducing dry

matter in wet feed to 20
percent, if feed is liquid,
and or distributing to 4-6
feedings evenly over 24
hours – four feeds at sixhour intervals.
In most modern pig production systems, this can
be implemented reasonably
easily via good management.
The results seen on farm
from the increase in water
intake also had a positive
effect on increasing sow
longevity.
Teach piglets to eat in farrowing pens
Feed porridge mixture on
the floor from day 4, five
times daily – 7am, 10am,
1pm, 4pm and 9pm.
This is labour intensive,
but it works.
Porridge can be made
from starter feed mixed
with water to a porridge
consistency, then a handful
thrown into the farrowing
pen.
After the first few feedings, there should be none
left on the floor, with this
strategy having a more positive effect than passively
distributing dry creep feed
in a feeder that often ends
up stale or contaminated.
The on-farm results of this
feeding strategy have an
added bonus of increasing
piglet weaning weight.
Post weaning strategies
Activate piglets day 0-5
post weaning to stimulate

feed intake
Ensure there are enough
eating spaces for all piglets – provide extra troughs
if floor feeding or add an
extra feeder – maximum
15-18 pigs per side of the
feed hopper.
This has fantastic payback
if they are not competing
for feed.
Stimulate feed intake four
to eight times daily by using
an electrolyte solution,
gruel feed, floor feeding
and or milk in addition to
their feed ration.
Electrolyte solution
Providing an electrolyte
solution in the base of the
feed hopper teaches pigs to
use the feeder and drinking
nipple, tastes good for piglets even when diluted, is
cheap and has improved
feed hygiene – preference
to use it over milk.
Give four to eight times
daily for the first 3-5 days,
but longer if staffing allows
for it.
There is an additional
bonus in that it easily identifies sick or weak piglets in
the pen, as they do not rush
forward with the others for
the solution.
Note that if you cannot
add it to the dry feeder, then
use additional troughs.
For more details on any of
the information in this article, feel free to contact me
at asno@danbred.com

African swine fever in Germany update

Ph: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923

NO further infection of
African swine fever has
been found at contact
farms of the recently
infected farm in the
federal state of Lower
Saxony, Germany.

Kym Miller 0439 066 054
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693
ben@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Graeme Pope 0439 066 006
graeme@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

News of that outbreak
was reported on Saturday,
July 2.
As this was the first oc-

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

currence of African swine
fever in pig-dense Lower
Saxony – the furthest west
to date – the outbreak
near the town Emsbüren
meant a big alarm.
One farm had recently
purchased weaner pigs
from the infected farm,
but that farm was found
to be negative for ASF,

according to Lower Saxony’s ministry of agriculture.
The contact farm is
located in Freren, also
Lower Saxony, which had
1800 finishing pigs onsite.
All samples tested negative.
Nevertheless, all pigs

on the contact farm were
culled, as the minister did
not wish to take any risks.
During testing, not every
finisher on-site could be
tested for ASF.
In addition, a test does
not guarantee 100 percent
that pigs are free from
ASF.
In the unlikely scenario

an infected animal would
slip through the net,
causing more infections,
the consequences would
be much bigger than
culling.
In the meantime, the investigation into the origin
of the infection at the sow
farm in Emsbüren is still
ongoing.

Excellent quality
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

■ Farrowing and weaner crates,
growers and baconer pens. ■ Feed
hopper with stainless steel trough.

■ Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap;
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.

Straight Farrowing Crate.

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST
Ph (02) 6644 6065
Mobile 0437 431 901 | Email sales@vereyken.com.au
2 Clark Rd, Junction Hill • PO Box 421, Grafton NSW 2460
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The Outback Initiatives camp pushed the partakers out of their comfort zones in
a variety of ways.

Eco shelter replacement
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• External thermal and single
layer blinds
• Stock drafting curtains
• Canvacon, Landmark Tearstop
and Titan fabrics

• Frame guard felt tape
• Thermal blankets
• Shade cloth systems
• Aluminium lock strips
• Ratchet systems and webbing
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Members from the Australian pork industry have been on a journey to develop their leadership skills through
their involvement in the Pork Leadership Course. Rachael Bryant from APL, and Anthony Martyniuk, Zelda Nel
and Sean Pollock all from SunPork.

Pork Leadership Course 2022
OVER the past 12
months, six members
of the Australian pork
industry have been on
a journey to develop
their leadership skills
through their involvement in the Pork Leadership Course.

The participants were:
• Anthony Martyniuk
from SunPork who was
keen to become more involved in the industry and
develop his communication skills
• Cesar Gomez from Riverbend Pork Group who
sought to enhance his industry knowledge, build
contacts and develop his
skills as a leader
• Jake Walker from Rivalea who wanted the
opportunity to hone his
leadership qualities and
network with others in the
industry
• John Dowling from
Grunt Pork who applied
to further his leadership
expertise and develop his
skills in brand marketing

Capability
Development
by RACHAEL BRYANT

and media communications
• Sean Pollock from
SunPork who was interested in building networks
throughout the industry,
public speaking and understanding how to learn
and lead
• Zelda Nel from SunPork who was keen to learn
and improve her skills
alongside passionate likeminded people in order to
better mentor future leaders
in the pork industry.
The course comprised
of three sections split
over several workshops
throughout the 12-month
period.
The first section consisted of sessions run by
The Livestock Collective,
which gave the group insight into the public and
consumer perception of the
pork industry, then helped
them to develop skills in
communication, public
speaking, brand building

on social media and preparing for and engaging in
interviews with the media.
This set the Pork Leadership Course participants up
with the ability to tell their
own stories and the story
of pork production in a relevant and engaging way.
It also gave them the
chance to network with
others from the wider pork
supply chain who participated in The Livestock
Collective’s training.
The second section – a
camp run by Outback Initiatives – was an experiential leadership event that
pushed the partakers out
of their comfort zones in a
variety of ways.
The camp gave the group
opportunities to practice
and build their skills as
leaders and covered leadership theory, particularly
around ethics.
The camp was an excellent opportunity for the
course attendees to get to

know each other, reflect on
their own leadership abilities and to put both existing
and new skills to the test.
The third section was an
industries tour that took
the participants to Victoria
where they were exposed
to several pork industry
business sites, including
Diamond Valley Pork,
Peter Bouchier production
facility and ACE Labs.
The group also toured
other agricultural businesses, including MainStream Aquaculture, Teys
Australia Charlton Feedlot
and Deutscher’s Turkey
Farm.
These tours gave the Pork
Leadership Course partakers the opportunity to
meet leaders from various
agricultural industries and
to both learn from them as
well as share their own passion and knowledge.
The 2022-23 program
will follow a similar structure, so if you’re interested
in developing as a leader
within the pork industry or
if you have an employee or
colleague who you think
might benefit from being
involved in this program,
applications are now open.
The application form can
be found in APL Update,
or contact Rachael Bryant
at rachael.bryant@australi
anpork.com.au or on 0437
651 839.
Applications close 9am
August 29, 2022.

Officials visit Indonesia
AUSTRALIAN chief
veterinary officer Dr
Mark Schipp and deputy
chief veterinary officer
Dr Beth Cookson visited Indonesia recently
to meet with senior government officials and
discuss animal health
and biosecurity cooperation.

Dr Schipp said the recent detection of foot
and mouth disease in
Indonesia, following on
from an earlier outbreak
of lumpy skin disease on
the island of Sumatra,
highlighted increasing
animal disease risks in
our region and the importance of biosecurity
cooperation to protect
Australia.
“FMD is a contagious
viral disease found in
cattle, sheep, goats and
pigs, with severe consequences for animal
health and agricultural

Page 8 – Australian Pork Newspaper, August 2022

trade,” Dr Schipp said.
“Australia is already
working closely with Indonesia to combat animal
diseases across our region, and stands ready
to provide additional
support to help combat
and contain the FMD
outbreak in Java and Sumatra.”
The Australian CVO
and DCVO met with
senior officials at Indonesia’s Ministry of Agriculture to discuss the
LSD and FMD outbreaks
in Indonesia, and with the
head of the Indonesian
office of the Food and
Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations.
Dr Cookson said that
strengthening our relationships in Indonesia
and sharing ‘on the
ground’ knowledge will
help better protect Australia from exotic pest
and disease threats.

“Foot and mouth disease is considered one of
Australia’s biggest biosecurity risks, and we’ve
been working tirelessly
to ensure Australia is prepared for any outbreak,”
Dr Cookson said.
“As part of this visit,
we’ll be gathering information on the ground
with our embassy staff,
including talking to the
local Meat and Livestock
Australia Office.
“And we’ll have an opportunity to discuss how
we can build on existing
partnerships to increase
our support.”
Dr Schipp also visited
Indonesia and met with
key officials in April.
Find out more about
foot and mouth disease
and lumpy skin disease
at awe.gov.au/footand
mouthdisease and awe.
gov.au/lumpyskin
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Represent the pork industry as an
Australian Pork Limited delegate
AUSTRALIAN Pork
Limited’s delegate elections are now open.

If you haven’t renewed
or applied for APL membership yet, you have until
Tuesday September 6 to
do so.
Once confirmed, you’ll
be able to nominate and
vote for your delegate to
represent you.
Alternatively, if you’re
interested in representing
your fellow pig producers
at an industry level, consider becoming an APL
delegate yourself.
Delegates play an important role in assisting
APL to better meet the
needs of members and the
broader industry.
All APL producer members are entitled to nominate and vote for a delegate to represent their
interests more directly to
APL.
Delegates are appointed
for three-year terms to
represent members’ interests at APL general meetings and other industry
events.
These include the biannual delegates forums,
where delegates can provide input to and find out
about APL strategies and
activities.
Delegates form a vital
conduit for the two-way
exchange of information
between APL and the industry and have a responsibility to their producer
voters to be diligent in
representing them in industry matters.
A delegate must be a
‘natural person’ – meaning

they are appointed in their
own right as an individual
and not because of any
organisational or representational role.
Delegates do not have to
be members or directors
of APL.
To be elected as a delegate, you must be nominated by one or more APL
members who have in aggregate paid an amount of
pig slaughter levy as recorded in the APL membership register.
This amount must equal
to or exceed the delegate
levy amount determined
for each election – in this
case, $445,872.
If you’re interested in
becoming an APL delegate, complete and submit
the Consent to Act as Delegate form available from
www.australianpork.com.
au/members or via the
PigPass Portal at pigpass.
com.au
APL encourages all
potential delegate candidates to submit their
forms as soon as possible
to allow producers sufficient time to consider
voting for them.
If you’re a current APL
member, you can view the
progress of the 2022 delegate elections in real time.
Simply log in to the
APL members’ portal via
www.australianpork.com.
au and click on the voting
progress link.
There you’ll be able to
see who has been nominated and how close they
are to achieving the delegate levy amount – including whether they have

already been elected.
Also from the members’
portal, you can renew or
apply for membership via
the membership status
section, complete a Consent to Act as Delegate
form and vote for your
chosen delegate.
When nominating your
delegate via the portal,
you are in effect allocating your entire levy
amount to that candidate.
Voting via the PigPass
portal helps ensure your
levy allocation is directed
to the nominee of your
choice.
If you prefer not to use
the members’ portal for
membership
renewal,
application or delegate
voting, or wish to split
your levy allocation
across multiple delegate
nominees, you can instead
download the relevant
forms from australian
pork.com.au/members or
request a copy by calling
APL on 1800 789 099.
Please note that voting
closes at 5pm Tuesday
September 6, 2022.
To enable the total pool
of votes to be apportioned
so that the maximum
number of candidates can
be elected, re-allocation
of votes between delegate
candidates will close at
5pm Australian eastern
standard time on September 19, 2022.
For more information,
visit australianpork.com.
au/members or contact
the APL membership
team at members@aus
tralianpork.com.au or
1800 798 099.

After Japanese encephalitis was confirmed in piggeries earlier this year, it is important for pig owners
to remain vigilant.

JEV - remain vigilant
PORK Queensland Inc
president John Coward
draws your attention to
the Biosecurity Queensland article below on
Japanese encephalitis
virus and the actions
and information you
need to understand.

After Japanese encephalitis was confirmed in
piggeries this year, it is
important for pig owners
to remain vigilant.
In Queensland, Japanese encephalitis should
be considered a potential
risk whenever mosquitoes are present.
People who own or
work with pigs – including those who may
have a small herd or pet

President
by JOHN COWARD

– should continue to take
steps to control mosquitoes to reduce the risk of
pigs being infected with
Japanese encephalitis.
Commercial piggeries
should have a comprehensive biosecurity plan
in place to prevent and
manage
biosecurity
risks, including an effective mosquito manage-

ment program.
If you suspect Japanese encephalitis in your
pigs, contact your veterinarian, who will submit
samples for testing.
If Japanese encephalitis
is detected in your pigs,
Biosecurity Queensland
will contact you to support you to manage the
risk on your property.

As a pig owner, it is
important to know what
to do if you suspect
Japanese encephalitis,
and what to expect if
it is confirmed in your
pigs.
If you suspect the presence of this disease in
any species of animal,
you must report it to Biosecurity Queensland on
13 25 23 or contact the
Emergency Animal Disease Watch Hotline on
1800 675 888.
Read more at daf.qld.
gov.au/jev
For further information, contact John
Coward president Pork
Queensland Inc on 0407
622 166.

APL Membership

Leveraging your pig levy
If you’re an Australian pig
producer and you’ve paid
the Pig Slaughter Levy in
the 2021-22 financial year,
then you’re eligible to apply
for or renew your APL
Membership.

As an APL Member
you gain access to
a range of benefits including voting for
your representative
in the Delegate
Elections.

Being a pig producer
or having a PigPass
account does not
automatically make you
a Producer Member.
You must complete an
application.

Why? APL has

an obligation
to confirm its
Members’ details
and eligibility for
membership every
three years.

How to become an APL Member

1

Determine how much pig slaughter levy you paid from 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022.

2

Complete the APL Member application.

Example: *Pig Slaughter Levy: Number of pigs slaughtered x Levy amount $3.25 = $Levy paid.

Confirm or update your organisation information and eligibility for membership and either:
i. give a standing consent for APL to calculate levy paid via accessing PigPass records (NVDs), or
ii. provide a statutory declaration to APL stating that you are an Australian pig producer and the
amount of Pig Slaughter Levy you have paid in the relevant financial year.

3
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Return the completed form to APL by Monday 6 September by either:
• scan and send it by email to members@australianpork.com.au
• fax it to 02 6285 2288, or
• post it to PO Box 4746 Kingston ACT 2604.

Learn more about membership
and download the forms at
www.australianpork.com.au/members
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Farmers part of solution to
reverse biodiversity decline
Image of an adult culex annulirostris. Photo: Stephen Doggett

New APIQ mosquito controls
IN order to support
industry, an update to
the Australian Pork Industry Quality Assurance Program Standards is now complete,
with the addition of
4.4C mosquito controls
in response to Japanese
encephalitis virus.

These new performance
indicators will help set
up producers’ preparations against JEV for this
coming spring.
Under the new standards, producers are required to have a pest
management plan in
place for mosquitos, including
documented
mosquito vector controls,
records of mosquito activity levels, the adoption
of non-chemical control
measures and the use of
approved chemicals –
when and where required.
Producers must follow
the handling and use of
chemicals according to
label and emergency permits where applicable in
the new standards also.
As part of producers’
responsibilities, farm
workers, family members
and property residents
must be made aware of

the symptoms of Japanese encephalitis and
how to keep themselves
protected from JEV –
that is, suitable clothing,
repellents, vaccination.
The Department of
Health’s fact sheet ‘Protecting Australians from
JEV’ is a great resource
to have on hand.
To help support producers with the implementation of the new
APIQ requirements, additional APIQ resources
have been developed, including an example mosquito control standard
operating procedure and
mosquito control record.
Both resources are
available from www.
australianpork.com.au
– ‘Mosquito control procedure’ and ‘Mosquito
control record’.
It is important that producers continue to use
and follow the Integrated
Mosquito Management
Principles for Piggeries
guide, ensuring physical
and chemical controls are
used appropriately.
Producers can prepare
their farms by reducing
standing water sources
and removing objects in

the open that could potentially form and hold
bodies of water.
These include redundant equipment, scrap
metal, tyres and drums.
Producers must manage
vegetation around the
piggery and ponded areas
to minimise spaces where
adult mosquitoes can
congregate.
Both the integrated
mosquito management
guide and fact sheet can
be found on either the national Farm Biosecurity
website or the APL website.
The guide provides
in-depth information on
control measures that
producers can implement
on farm.
We encourage producers to utilise all resources available.
The new performance
indicators for mosquito
control will be audited
from Monday August 1,
2022.
If you have any questions or need assistance
in implementing any of
the new requirements,
contact the APIQ management team at apiq@
australianpork.com.au

THE National Farmers’
Federation is calling for
investment and collaboration to reverse declining
biodiversity following the
State of the Environment
Report released recently
showing Australian biodiversity is suffering significant decline and remains
under threat.

NFF president Fiona
Simson said farmers sought
discussion and detail from
the Federal Government
on “locking up” Australian
landscape, which was not
the answer to improving
biodiversity.
“Farmers are the custodians of 55 percent of Australian land and not only
do farmers want to protect
the land, they also want to
improve it for generations
to come,” Ms Simson said.
“It’s in farmers’ best interests to care for the environment, as productive
landscapes rich in biodiversity mean they can grow
the food and fibre to feed
and clothe Australians and
the world.”
For years, the NFF has
emphasised that the relationship between agriculture and the environment
must be holistic and extend
to include investment in
long-term feral animal and
introduced weed suppression, as well as managing
landscapes to minimise
fuel loads to reduce the risk
of catastrophic fire and the
commensurate destruction
of biodiversity.
“Locking up land is not

the answer,” Ms Simson
said.
“It has the potential to
have the reverse effect on
biodiversity, with a lack of
land management allowing
feral animals and plants to
flourish, as well as heightening the risks from fire,
drought and flood.
“Farmers continue to do
significant heavy lifting
to implement controls on
their own land, only to have
it reinvaded and infested
time and again from lack
of management on public
lands.
“Farmers are already
leading the field and we
are ready to do more to reduce the spread of invasive
species, as they not only
damage the environment
but are adversely impacting
agriculture.”
For example, feral pigs
are wreaking havoc in
Australia, including contributing to lamb mortality,

trampling crops, destroying
water quality and are a significant vector for disease
spread, while their impact
on native flora and fauna is
equally damaging.
“The NFF has for a long
time recognised opportunities to help manage biodiversity and other natural
capital assets and ensuring
sensible exclusions are
maintained,” Ms Simson
said.
“Those processes have
already commenced and
need to be supported by
government.”
The NFF recognises the
impacts of droughts in the
Murray-Darling Basin but
notes these are cyclical, and
the basin environment is
currently thriving under a
La Niña event that has seen
the fruits of water reform,
with substantial environmental water being strategically applied to effect
environment repair.

Understanding how the
reforms to date have contributed to improved environmental outcomes will
be critical.
The NFF reiterates its
call for a commitment to
long-term funding for the
Centre for Invasive Species Solutions, which provides national collaborative
research for a long-term
pipeline of innovation to
help meet invasive species
challenges.
“There must be a balance
between economic and environmental requirements,
as well as a clear recognition that landscapes can
provide multiple benefits,”
Ms Simson said.
“We look forward to engaging with the Environment and Water Minister
the Hon Tanya Plibersek
on solutions that provide
the best possible outcomes
for Australia’s environment
and agriculture.”

National Farmers’ Federation president Fiona Simson is calling for investment and
collaboration to reverse declining biodiversity. Photo: Steve Gonsalves

When you demand
performance,
turn to the product
you trust
More than 10 years of
experience with more data
than any comparable vaccine

Your trusted partner

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285.
®Ingelvac CircoFLEX is a registered trademark of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AU-POR-0029-2021
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Emergency animal disease preparation
to keep producers and industry safe
WITH so many devastating pathogens on our
doorstep – such as foot
and mouth disease, African swine fever, avian
influenza and many
others – it is vital businesses are prepared.

This means not only
knowing what to do in an
outbreak, but also having
the materials and products
on hand and ready to go as
soon as an emergency is
declared.
Of course, this doesn’t
mean a business should
have a stockpile of personal protective equipment, disinfectants, hand
sanitisers and other materials gathering dust
in some remote shed or
corner of the warehouse,
but rather make a conscious effort to increase
stocks and rotate them, so
if there is an emergency
animal disease declared,
the business has access to
additional stocks for increased activity in disease
prevention.
When an EAD is declared, demand for suitable disinfectants, PPE
and other materials increases astronomically
– potentially several hundred percent.
Rural
merchandise
stores, stockists, wholesalers and manufacturers
do not have the stock to
cover the sudden increase
in demand.
It is a pity that both
state and federal governments don’t consider this,
as prevention would be
far more economical than
the clean-up costs, loss of
industry and loss of international trade and reputation on a global scale.
Many disinfectants are
manufactured abroad or
use materials from overseas in their local Australian manufacture.
As most raw materials
are considered dangerous
goods, a sudden demand
increase cannot be met
once local supplies are exhausted.
Supply chain delays in
manufacturing and shipping currently run into
several months, especially
with the reluctance to ship
dangerous goods, if the
carriers can avoid it.
Further to this, there
are very few non-DG
disinfectants that can be
airfreighted to speed up
supply and, with expensive airfreight these days,
expect those additional
airfreight charges to be
passed on with any materials that are imported.
This means producers
may not have access to
the best PPE, disinfectants and other required
materials and may therefore have therefore to
compromise and use inferior goods, which may put
their business, staff and
the environment at risk.
Even more reason to
plan and be prepared.
For instance, if using an
approved disinfectant for
your day-to-day activities,
vehicle wheel wash, foot
dips, cleaning and disinfecting, will it readily deal
with the EADs your business might be exposed
to – pathogens of concern for your business be
it poultry, pigs, cattle or
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sheep such as AI, ASF,
FMD and such?
If what you’re using for
your day-to-day disinfection doesn’t deal with the
pathogens of concern for
your business, you are at
serious risk.
If you are using a sanitiser, it may be APVMA
approved but that doesn’t
mean it’s as effective as a
disinfectant.
It doesn’t mean it will
kill the pathogens of concern for your business.
What you should be
using
First of all, whatever you
use should be fast acting.
Using a disinfectant that
takes considerable time
to inactivate pathogens of
concern is not going to
be effective as it may dry
off or wash off before the
pathogen has been killed.
The disinfectant should
be fast acting in cold climates as well as warm-aldehydes do not work well
in cold conditions.
Quality disinfectants
can deal with some EAD
pathogens in seconds or
minutes – Virkon S kills
some viruses in less than
15 seconds including
avian influenza.
Your product of choice
should be versatile, so it
can be used in many applications – disinfecting surfaces, equipment, vehicle,
foot dip, water systems and
aerial disinfection.
Many disinfectants –
such as quaternary ammonium compounds – only
have one or two APVMA
approved applications, so
you need multiple products to fulfil all the applications you need to cover
to keep your business safe.
Most important is the
product being independently proven effective for
porous surfaces, with hard
water, low temperatures
and most importantly of
all of these, in the presence of organic challenge.
Global acceptability by
governments and agencies
is a good guide.
Don’t believe the salesperson or commercial
websites – seek independent verification, from
internationally recognised
laboratories, government
websites, most university
papers and such.
These days you need
environmentally sustainable products with an exceptional safety profile
– chlorine and chlorinebased products do not fit
this profile.
Safety in use for the environment, animals and
personnel will be one less
headache in an intense
management and supervision challenge that an
emergency animal disease
outbreak will cause.
It will not be an eradication success if someone
loses their sight or receives chemical burns.
Another consideration
is the current demand for
staff, which could lead to
inexperienced personnel
being deployed in these
situations, therefore –
with all the training and
education needs – keeping
things safe and simple
will help enormously.
Virkon is the only registered disinfectant with
ACO Certification Lim-

ited – the Australian
certifier to national and
international organic certification standards.
Finally, your product of
choice should be cost effective.
It isn’t cost effective if
it doesn’t fit the above
criteria.
Also, looking at the dilution and application rates
and not the drum costs,
you will be surprised to
find that some cheap disinfectants aren’t actually
that economical.
Ask yourself or your procurement manager, quality
assurance officer, health
and safety manager, environmental manager the
following questions.
What products are we
using for disinfection, and
list them?
What are the disease

pathogens of concern
for our business, and list
them?
Do the products we use
kill the disease pathogens
of business concern?
If they don’t, then you
are using the wrong products.
In fact, you are wasting
your money and risking
your business.
Look to a business that
can support you with
staff training in chemical
handling and safety, diagrammatic mixing and
application, including
‘what to wear’ and ‘how
to wear PPE’ posters and
complete biosecurity programs.
Mike Pritchard
Biosecurity Business
Manager
Alltech Lienert Australia

Diamonds are not a pig’s best friend. Protect your growers from Erysipelas with new Eryvac® E-Oral.
No need to work up a sweat individually injecting them, just mass administer via your watering system
and let your pigs vaccinate themselves.

To find out more contact your Zoetis representative or contact Zoetis product support
for further assistance. Productsupport.au@zoetis.com or 1800 814 883
© 2021 Zoetis Inc. Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 94 156 476 425. Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138. ZL1453, MM-17033
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Falling number no impact on
nutrient value of feed grain
THE 2021-22 harvest
resulted in an estimated
40-45 percent of wheat
grown in NSW being
downgraded to feed
wheat due to pre-harvest germination caused
by an unusually wet
summer.

Graph 1. Pig faecal digestible energy content for 23 sprouted wheat samples with
a range of falling number values in seconds.

Graph 2. Broiler apparent metabolisable energy content for 23 sprouted wheat
samples with a range of falling number values in seconds.

Unfortunately, the feed
grain quality data reported in the AusScan
Early Harvest Reports
were not able to compare sprouted and normal
wheats.
Therefore, AusScan Online conducted a study
in which 23 samples of
sprouted grain from the
2021-22 harvest were analysed for falling number,
test weight and digestible
energy values.
The falling number
value is used by industry
to determine the degree
of sprouting in suspected
wheat samples.
The objective was to
determine whether the
degree of sprouting as
indicated by the falling
number is relevant to the
nutrient value of the feed
grain.
This study was con-

ducted at the NSW Department of Primary
Industries
AgEnviro
Testing Services in
Wagga Wagga, and the
samples were supplied by
the University of Sydney
Plant Breeding Institute
at Narrabri.
In the falling number
test, the wheat sample
is ground, mixed with
water and heated to form
a gelatinous suspension,
and the falling number
value is the time taken
for a metal stirrer to fall
through the gelatinous
suspension.
Low values – less than
200 seconds – are indicative of sprouted grain that
produces a less viscous
suspension due to alphaamylase activity, which
hydrolyses the starch to
sugars.
Alpha-amylase enzyme

activity is activated when
mature grain is rained
on prior to harvest, hydrolysing the starch to
sugars.
Wheat that has not been
weather damaged has
unhydrolysed – or high
integrity – starch, which
will form a more gelatinous suspension and record a falling number of
300-400 seconds.
The results showed acceptable energy values
for pig faecal digestible –
see Graph 1 – and broiler
apparent metabolisable
energy – see Graph 2 –
ranging from 13.5-14.0MJ/
kg and 12.5-13.0MJ/kg
across the range of falling
number values.
The falling number
values showed that more
than half the samples recorded 62 seconds, with
21 out of 23 samples being
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less than 200 seconds.
Only two samples were
greater than 300 seconds.
The test weights – not
presented – ranged between of 72.6 to 80.4kg/
hL and were considered
good for feed grade
wheat.
A total 21 samples were
classified as sprouted
grain and would have
been downgraded to feed
wheat, while all samples
have acceptable pig faecal
DE and broiler AME energy values.
The sprouted wheat
samples in this study have
an equivalent nutritional
value to normal wheat
and could be used as a
stockfeed ingredient.
The results indicated
that falling number is of
no consequence when
considering grain for livestock feed.
However, there are degrees of sprouted grain
which indicate the extent
of the germination process.
While the grain is just
sprung – prior to the
shoot emerging – all the
starch and sugars are retained in the grain and
the nutrient value will not
have altered.
Once the shoot emerges,
energy reserves begin to
be drained and the test
weight will begin to fall.
The test weights for
these grain samples were
not low and therefore the
degree of sprouting was
not advanced.
In 2008, Black found
that germination periods
from 16-48 hours significantly reduced the falling
number.
However, the broiler
AME content improved
for barley and was unchanged for sorghum and
triticale, though wheat
broiler AME content was
initially reduced after
20-hour germination but
recovered after 48-hour
germination.
Other broiler production
indices – such as growth
rate and feed conversion efficiency – were
positively impacted by
sprouted barley and unchanged for sprouted sorghum and triticale.
As noted in previous
articles from APRIL in
this publication, livestock
studies provide good
evidence that sprouted
wheat in some cases can
improve growth rate in
young pigs and poultry
when included in diets.
However, a study from
Idaho State University
indicated feed efficiency
was slightly reduced
with increasing inclusion
rate of sprouted grain in
weanling pigs but not finisher pigs.
In summary, this study
dataset helps to emphasise that sprouted wheat
in most instances has an
equivalent nutritional
value to normal wheat
and that falling number is
of no consequence when
considering grain for livestock feed.
References are available on request from Dr
Charles Rikard-Bell at
c.rikardbell@april.org.
au
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Collective approach to ag advocacy

Farming organisations are putting their money where their mouths are – offering
discounts to travellers who bin their shoes.

Travellers ditch pluggers
to protect Aussie farms
THROW your thongs –
that’s the message from
farmers desperate to stop
foot and mouth disease
from reaching Australia,
following an outbreak on
the holiday island of Bali.

Farming organisations
recently put their money
where their mouths were
by offering discounts to
travellers who binned their
shoes.
National Farmers’ Federation president Fiona
Simson said treating yourself to a new pair of shoes
while on holiday had never
been a greater act of national service.
“Foot and mouth disease loves to hitchhike on
shoes,” Ms Simson said.
“That means your dirty
old holiday pluggers could
be the thing that brings this
disaster to our shores.
“Don’t risk it!”
Travellers returning from
Indonesia were able to ac-

cess a 30 percent Ringers
Western discount code by
posting evidence online
that they had binned their
shoes overseas.
“Throw out those tired
old thongs – that’s the message,” Ms Simson said.
“Bin them at the airport
or your hotel and post proof
on social media and we’ll
help you buy a shiny new
pair.
“It’s that simple.”
The unprecedented step
by industry demonstrates
how serious the situation is.
“I never thought we’d
be helping people buy
new shoes to keep cattle
safe, but here we are,” Ms
Simson said.
“FMD arriving in Australia is a nightmare scenario for farmers.
“There’s literally nothing
we won’t do to keep it out
and keep our animals safe.”
For those who aren’t
ready to part with their

shoes, a thorough clean is
the next best thing.
“Before you pack your
bag to come home, take the
time to give your shoes a
good clean – paying particular attention to any mud
that might be caught in the
tread,” Ms Simson said.
“Taking that minute to
clean your shoes could prevent a serious disaster back
in Australia.
“Clean shoes are just a
bonus.
“Most importantly, don’t
head straight back to a
farm when you get off the
plane – we need to keep
our country safe.”
Participants received
their 30 percent Ringers
Western discount code
simply by posting a
selfie binning their shoes
while on holiday, using
the hashtag #ThrowYourThongs and tagging
in the National Farmers’
Federation.

AT a time when the
pork industry continues to face multiple
challenges – with biosecurity threats such
as foot and mouth disease, African swine
fever, ongoing impacts
from COVID-19 and
workforce shortages
– advocacy with the
government is critical
for ensuring the sector
has a voice on priority
issues.

As new ministers establish their offices and
departments implement
new administrative arrangements, now is an
important time for peak
industry bodies to bed
down their strategies and
focus on engaging with
the new government.
In July, the National
Farmers’
Federation
hosted a summit in Canberra, with policy and
communications staff
from peak member industry bodies attending
from across Australia.
Included were agriculture groups as well as
external experts and representatives, brought together to discuss how to
best approach advocacy
and engagement with
the new government and
share the great story of
Australian agriculture.
As a member of the
NFF, Australian Pork
Limited can help drive
priorities and ensure
consistent messaging on
common issues across
its membership base.
This ensures that collectively we present a
more powerful voice

Policy Analyst
by CHARLEY-ROSE FORD

to government on key
asks, such as sustainable
funding for biosecurity.
Enabling better outcomes, such as Minister for Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry
Murray Watt’s commitment to biosecurity
through an investment in
a long-term sustainable
funding model.
The summit highlighted the importance
of engaging with government early and effectively, ensuring the
industry’s peak bodies
remain trusted go-tos
for agricultural policy
issues.
A key point of discussion was finding
a common message
that unites the diverse
members of Australian
agriculture as one – to
propagate support and
amplify our voice.
With Australians continuing to face uncertainty – post pandemic
lockdowns and the increased cost of living –
the Australian farming
community, in partnership with government,
can provide the food and

fibre families need.
The strategic policy
work and other APL programs – including the
sustainability framework
and planned industry
transparency campaigns
– utilise many of these
proven tactics, and the
summit helped ensure
APL’s work continues to

support a national agricultural approach.
The APL policy team
is using outcomes from
the NFF summit as part
of its advocacy plans to
ensure the industry has
a strong presence on key
issues and a policy environment that enables it
to thrive.
The team works
closely with the NFF
on their immediate priorities, which include
pre-budget submissions
ahead of the October
2022 and May 2023 federal budgets.
APL will also collaborate as agriculture’s representation at the newly
announced Albanese
Labor Government’s
Jobs and Skills Summit
in September.

National Farmers’ Federation chief executive
officer Tony Mahar at the recent staff summit.
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KEEP AHEAD WITH KUHN
LIVESTOCK RANGE
Find your nearest Kuhn dealer online.
www.kuhn.com.au
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Key animal welfare issue in pig farming
PIGS are clever, curious
and social animals who
like to explore, forage
and play.

The use of individual
sow stalls has been
largely phased out in
Australia in favour of
group housing of pregnant sows, however there
are still a number of
animal welfare concerns
that need to be addressed.
The issue
The key animal welfare
issue in pig farming is the
close confinement of pigs
in barren indoor environments where there is no
opportunity for them to
explore, forage and carry
out other natural behaviours.
Most sows, boars and
growers are housed indoors on slatted concrete
floors with no bedding.
Sows are moved to
farrowing crates to give
birth – these crates are
designed to protect piglets, but their design
means the sow cannot
turn around or perform
her natural nest-seeking
and nest-building behaviours.

These systems severely
limit the ability to express natural behaviours
and means these highly
intelligent and inquisitive
animals often become
bored, frustrated and distressed.
This in turn can result
in abnormal behaviour
such as tail biting.
Shortly after birth, piglets are often subjected
to painful tail docking,
which is intended to
manage tail biting.
Piglets may also have
their sharp needle teeth
clipped to prevent injury
to the sow and other piglets.
Sow stall-free farming
is a positive first step, but
this method doesn’t always mean good welfare.
Pigs in these systems
can still be kept in barren
pens without bedding,
sows can still be confined to farrowing crates,
and piglets can still be
subjected to painful procedures.
What needs to change
The RSPCA believes
pigs should be keep in an
environment that allows

An alternative to farrowing crates where sows can
build nests, move around, behave more naturally
and raise their piglets.

freedom of movement,
the ability to meet natural
behavioural needs and
provide opportunity for
enhanced welfare.
Farrowing crates should
be phased out in favour
of farrowing systems
that allow sows to move
freely and meet the sows’
and piglets’ behavioural
and physiological needs.
This includes the use
of environmental enrichment and bedding to encourage nesting behaviour.
Sow stalls and individual stalls for boars
should also be phased
out in favour of group
housing for sows and
large pens for boars.
Good housing and good
management should also
eliminate the need for tail
docking.
An environment that offers appropriate stimulation and satisfies the pig’s
motivation to explore and
chew – such as the provision of straw or other
enrichment – should reduce the incidence of tail
biting.
As an example, through

the RSPCA Approved
Farming Scheme, the
RSPCA works closely
with farmers committed
to raising pigs to higher
animal welfare standards.
Since releasing our first
animal welfare standards
for pigs in 2001, more
than 1.3 million pigs have
benefitted from better
conditions on farm.
How to help
Look for the RSPCA
Approved logo on pork in
the supermarket.
The RSPCA Approved
logo means that pork has
come from a farm where
pigs are raised according
to the RSPCA’s detailed
animal welfare standards.
Farms are visited regularly by an RSPCA assessor to ensure good
animal welfare.
Contact the makers of
your favourite pork products and ask them about
animal welfare on their
farms.
Let them know that you
would like their product
to be RSPCA Approved.

Farrowing crates are designed to protect piglets,
but their design means the sow cannot turn around
or perform her natural nest-seeking and nest-building behaviours. Photos: World Animal Protection

Five year ag workforce
strategy for Queensland
THE total value of
Queensland’s primary industries is $23.54 billion,
with $18.4 billion in gross
value of production.

This is a vital contribution to the Queensland
economy.
Future growth and market
opportunities for Queensland agriculture are dependent on a highly trained
and skilled workforce.
The sector currently employs more than 70,000
people but is experiencing
difficulties in attracting and
retaining skilled workers,
with employment projected
to increase by 11.3 percent
in 2024-25.
Through consultations
around the state, both
online and in person, the
Queensland Farmers’ Federation workforce planning
team heard about the current and emerging workforce issues experienced by
industry.
The findings of this consultation informed a fiveyear strategy – the Queensland Agriculture Industry
Workforce Plan 2022-2027.
This plan was developed
in partnership between
QFF and Jobs Queensland,
in collaboration with the
Queensland Rural Jobs and
Skills Alliance.
RJSA has played a critical
role in guiding this project
on behalf of the sector.
The plan was also informed by the Queensland
agriculture industry workforce environmental scan.
The scan highlighted four
priority agriculture groups,

based on gross value of
production and employment.
National forecasts project
that there will be changes
in the composition of the
agricultural workforce in
the future with greater emphasis on professional and
technical roles.
QFF chief executive officer Jo Sheppard said
future sustainability and
growth for Queensland agriculture was dependent on
being able to attract and
retain a highly trained and
skilled workforce.
“As the sector continues
to modernise, a skilled and
appropriately trained workforce prepared for the challenges and opportunities
of the twenty first century
is critical for industry to
remain competitive,” Ms
Sheppard said.
“It is important that we
work together closely to
find effective ways forward
in developing our future
workforce.”
Minister for Employment and Small Business
and Minister for Training
and Skills Development
Di Farmer launched the
plan and acknowledged the
focus of attracting, training
and retaining workers in
Queensland’s agriculture
industry.
“In 2020-21, Queensland’s primary industries
were estimated to contribute more than $20 billion in total value to our
state economy and we want
to ensure the sector keeps
growing and is ready to

take advantage of emerging
opportunities,” Minister
Farmer said.
“The resilience and capability of this sector to
survive long droughts,
extensive flooding and
COVID-19 disruptions,
while continuing to deliver
for local and international
markets, has been truly impressive.
“This workforce plan
and the ongoing collaboration between government,
industry and other stakeholders will be a welcome
sign for our farmers and
food processors, who have
been working hard to find
workforce solutions in
a rapidly changing landscape.”
The delivery of the
industry-led workforce
plan will ensure there is a
modern and skilled workforce ready to meet the
growth and opportunities
in the agriculture industry.
Employment in agriculture is available in every region in Queensland across
metropolitan, rural and remote regions, and includes
a range of seasonal, technical and professional roles.
The sector is underpinned
by diverse food, fibre and
foliage producers who provide domestic and export
markets with a range of
commodities.
The plan envisions
that
Queensland’s
agribusinesses aspire to
be leaders in workforce
planning and development,
and that the state’s
* continued P15
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SunPork takes employee wellbeing seriously
SUNPORK
Group
takes its employees’
feedback seriously and
have a genuine desire
to enhance the overall
wellbeing and engagement of its employees
to make SunPork an
even better place to
work.

The Queensland Agriculture Industry Workforce Plan
2022-2027 will ensure there is a modern and skilled
workforce ready to meet the growth and opportunities
in the agriculture industry.

Ag workforce strategy
* from P14

sustainable, productive and
fair agriculture employers
and training providers
collaborate, engage and
develop a diverse and
skilled workforce in
Queensland’s regions.
To achieve this, four action areas are addressed:
• Adaptability and business capability – developing entrepreneurship
and business capability
for innovation and adaptation to change
• Workforce attraction
and diversity – developing
a diverse and inclusive future agriculture workforce
• Workforce retention –
developing agriculture
careers and opportunities

and becoming employers
of choice
• Workforce skilling –
developing future workforce skills in agriculture.
The actions that comprise
the plan seek to ensure that
critical gaps and needs are
addressed by strengthening
agribusinesses, raising
awareness of career and
employment opportunities
in a changing sector, embedding agtech and innovation, and developing education, training and career
pathways.
For further information
on the Queensland Agriculture Industry Workforce
Plan 2022-2027, visit qff.
org.au/projects/agricultureworkforce-plan

Farm finances boom but
costs forecast to bite
GOOD rainfall and
high commodity prices
have driven strong farm
financial performance
for 2021-22.

Australian Bureau of
Agricultural and Resource Economics executive director Dr Jared
Greenville said cropping farms had reported
higher than average cash
incomes over the past
year.
“It’s been a boom year,”
Dr Greenville said.
“At the national level,
farm cash income for
cropping farms is estimated to have increased
by around 28 percent to
average $619,000 per
farm in 2021-22.
“We can put this down
to higher receipts from
wheat, barley, oilseeds,
and grain legumes.
“That said, prices are
higher for farm inputs
such as fuel and fertiliser, and this has affected returns and will
do so even more into
2022-23.”
It has been a solid year
for livestock producers
as well.
“At the national level,
average farm cash income for livestock farms
is estimated to have increased by around 10
percent in 2021-22 to
average $202,000 per
farm,” Dr Greenville
said.
“A combination of high
commodity prices, especially for beef cattle, and
good seasonal conditions
have delivered strong financial returns for livestock producers.
“Ongoing productivity

www.porknews.com.au

gains in Australian agriculture have helped drive
the strong farm performance result in 2020-21.
“Over the long-term,
average annual productivity growth in the
broadacre industry was 1
percent, and 1.3 percent
in the dairy industry.
“Looking
beyond
the averages, we see
that broadacre sector
performance is being
driven by larger farms,
with the largest 10 percent of broadacre farms
producing around half of
total output, while the
smallest 50 percent of
farms produce around 10
percent of total output.”
Financial performance of cropping farms
2019-20 to 2021-22 can
be read at awe.gov.au/
abares/research-topics/
surveys/cropping
Financial performance of livestock farms
2019-20 to 2021-22 can
be read at awe.gov.au/
abares/research-topics/
surveys/livestock
The Australian Agricultural Productivity
2020-21 dashboard can
be accessed at awe.gov.
a u /a b a r e s /r e s e a r ch topics/productivity/ag
ricultural-productivityestimates
The Disaggregating
Farm Performance Statistics by Size dashboard
can be accessed at awe.
gov.au/abares/researchtopics/surveys/disaggre
gating-farm-size
Farm data portal can
be accessed at awe.gov.
au/abares/data /farmdata-portal

Last year, the business
proactively reviewed
its existing employee
benefits and formed a
cross-functional project
team to explore and implement new wellbeing
initiatives.
This resulted in the
introduction of a flexible work and paid
parental leave policy,
as well as partnering
with Franklin Covey
and LinkedIn Learning
from a learning and development perspective.
SunPork recently introduced two new ad-

ditional
employee
wellbeing initiatives –
What’s Crackling and
an employee assistance
program.
Partnering with Reward Gateway to create
What’s Crackling, it is
the new home of all
SunPork communications, recognition, employee wellbeing and
discount benefits.
All SunPork employees can now expect:
• I mproved
a nd
streamlined communications, including company news and updates
• Brand new ways to
recognise peers
• Access to a wellbeing centre to help to
stay mentally, physically and financially
healthy
• Exclusive discounts
and cashback offers to
over 400 of the biggest

retailers in Australia.
The other SunPork
employee wellbeing initiative is the employee
assistance program.
The program is a free
confidential all day and
all week service where

employees and family
members will have access to counselling sessions via phone, faceto-face or online.
These initiatives have
been designed to help
improve overall em-

ployee wellbeing and
engagement, but more
importantly to show
SunPork employees that
the business is listening
and that it wants to
make a real difference
to their experience.

What’s Crackling, one of SunPork Group’s two new employee-focussed initiatives to enhance wellbeing and engagement.

Distributed by

Delivering superior
performance in all situations
The Seclira range is powered by the unique active
ingredient dinotefuran poviding rapid knockdown of
target pests
Seclira WSG is broad spectrum insecticide providing
a unique mode of action for fly and mosquito control
for external agricultural buildings
Seclira Pressurised Fly Bait’s convenient and easy
to apply formulation is suitable for use in animal
housing facilities

For more information on
the Seclira range, visit
crop-solutions.basf.com.au
or contact your local CCD
Representative on 1300 791 009

@basfpestcontrolau
ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS.
© Copyright BASF 2019 ® Registered trademark of BASF. W239831 12.2019
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into swine erysipelas
Effluent-proof pump Insights
n Diamond skin disease can induce sow abortion
AUSSIE Pumps reports good results
from its heavy-duty
Aussie GMP selfpriming semi-trash
pump units in piggery
applications.

The pumps – in a
range from 2” all the
way through to big 6” –
will handle flows of up
to 4000LPM.
The big news is that
some models are now
available in a range of
316 cast stainless-steel
materials, providing a
combination of both
abrasion and corrosion
resistance.
Aussie Pumps product
manager Mood Ellahi
said, “The big open
impellers will handle
solids in suspension,
while the self-priming
design means the pump
never needs priming as
an end-suction pump
does,”

Aussie Pumps set out
to replace long-column
sump pumps and submersibles with selfpriming pumps and
was surprised by the
success, particularly in
livestock waste applications.
“What growers like
is being able to service the pump without
having to pull it out of
the pit,” Mood said.
“Even clearing a
‘choke’ is only a matter
of minutes and without
the
inconvenience
of having to pull the
pump out of the pit to
get access to the wet
end.”
Aussie’s GMP pump
range in semi-trash
configurations has a
standard cast-iron line
as well.
The cast-iron pumps
feature a front-mounted
clean-out door, located

Aussie GMP motor pump with new 316 stainlesssteel materials that are corrosion and abrasion
resistant.

below the suction port.
The additional advantage to the user is
that no pipework has
to be disassembled, the
pump doesn’t have to
be moved and it can
be cleared of any internal blockage without
having to disassemble
or move the pump to a
workshop.
The cast-iron range
of semi-trash pumps
also feature a stainlesssteel wear plate, and all
come with silicone carbide seals.
The big self-priming
stainless-steel versions
– available in 2” up
to 4” – are all selfpriming and feature
silicon carbide mechanical seals with a
removable front suction valve cover that
enables easy servicing.
“These motor pumps
come close, coupled
to top quality 2-pole
electric motors, and
the pumps from 4kW
up come mounted on a
heavy-duty steel base
for installation convenience,” Mood said.
“For locations where
liquid is corrosive, the
bases are made in stainless steel.”
Further
information is available from
Aussie Pumps, located
at Castle Hill in NSW.
Products are available
at www.aussiepumps.
com.au
Click on ‘Aussie
Pumps Pump Smart 7’
to view the latest Aussie
Pumps catalogue.

SWINE erysipelas is
an infectious disease
caused by the bacterium
erysipelothrix
rhusiopathiae – seen
mainly in growing pigs
and characterised clinically by sudden death,
fever, skin lesions and
arthritis.

The fever can induce
abortion in pregnant gilts
and sows.
Stress factors such as
overstocking, mixing pigs
after weaning and sudden
changes in temperature
can trigger clinical erysipelas.
Environmental
contamination is common
because bacteria are excreted via saliva, nasal secretions, faeces and urine.
Erysipelothrix rhusiopathiae can survive for
weeks outside the pig.
Ecoshelters with deep
litter bedding on earth
bases can allow an environmental build-up of
bacteria.
Erysipelothrix rhusiopathiae also causes polyarthritis in sheep and
lambs and serious mortality in turkeys.
In humans, infection
causes erysipeloid, a local
skin lesion that occurs
mainly as an occupational hazard of abattoir
workers, veterinarians,
laboratory workers and
such.
The organism is occasionally isolated from
cases of endocarditis in
humans and rarely causes
acute septicaemic disease.
Clinical signs
Clinical signs of swine

erysipelas can be divided
into acute, subacute and
chronic forms.
Subclinical infection
can also occur where no
disease is apparent but
may lead to chronic disease.
Pigs with the acute septicaemic form may die
suddenly without showing
any clinical signs.
Acutely infected pigs
have a fever, walk stiffly
on their toes, spend a lot of
time lying down separate
from other pigs and resent
being disturbed.
Anorexia and thirst are
common.
Skin lesions may vary
from red to purple widespread
discolouration
of the ears, snout and
abdomen to diamondshaped skin lesions almost anywhere on the
body.
Clinical signs of the
subacute form include
characteristic skin lesions, inappetence and a
mild fever.
In this form, the skin lesions may not persist for
more than a few days.
The chronic form may
follow acute or subacute
disease as well as subclinical infection and is
characterised most commonly by arthritis.
Signs of heart problems
due to infection of the
heart valves may be evident occasionally and will
be most obvious after exertion, which may lead to
sudden death.
Diagnosis
Diamond-shaped skin
lesions are pathogno-

monic for swine erysipelas.
Acute erysipelas cannot
easily be differentiated
clinically from other septicaemic diseases such
as actinobacillus suis,
but the combination of
sudden death in previously normal pigs, fever,
stiff gait and a reluctance
to move – but quite responsive to humans with
a bright demeanour – is
highly suggestive.
Isolation of erysipelothrix rhusiopathiae from
acutely affected pigs provides a definitive laboratory diagnosis of swine
erysipelas.
Treatment
The treatment of choice
is penicillin.
Treatment early in the
course of disease usually
produces a dramatic improvement within 24-36
hours.
There is no practical
treatment for chronic
swine erysipelas.

Prevention
All gilts and young
boars should be vaccinated before entering the
breeding herd.
Sows should be vaccinated three to four weeks
prior to farrowing and
boars should be vaccinated every six months.
Progeny may need vaccination if there is a high
challenge.
If disease breakdown
occurs despite a vaccination program, review
hygiene and management
practices and consider
changing to all-in-allout production systems
in consultation with your
veterinarian.
Autogenous – herdspecific – killed vaccines
can be produced once the
serotypes in a herd have
been identified.
Further
information
on registered vaccines is
available at portal.apvma.
gov.au/pubcris

Pig with typical diamond-shaped skin lesions as a
result of erysipelothrix rhusiopathiae infection.

Nourish the biome
and see profits flourish
FARM THE BIOME WITH SIGNIS
The gut biome is an essential component of animal health. It needs to
grow and mature well in order to ensure resilience in the herd. Signis
- the first of a new class of additive, stimbiotics - influences biome
development delivering a beneficial microbial population. The healthier
the biome, the healthier the profits. Find out why Signis is getting so
much attention @ www.abvista.com

FOR BIOMES THAT ARE GOOD TO GROW
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Here’s my Card
THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the
right people for any number of specialist
services and facilities in the pig industry.
Whatever the job you need to accomplish,
here’s a group of business cards that
guarantee you the best available.
Supplying the
Piggery Industry
with tarpaulin
• Shelter covers
• Blinds • Liners
• Thermal Covers

William Coombs
Territory Manager

National Sales Manager – Swine / Vet Specialty

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0407 537 476
Tel:
1800 808 691
Fax:
02 8875 8715
william.coombs@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0417 730 434
Tel:
1800 808 691
Fax:
02 8875 8715
gavin.davies@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Rose McFarlane

Kitty Wong

Territory Manager

Phone: 1300 059 003
Fax: 1300 052 401
Email: info@polytex.net.au
www.polytex.net.au

Gavin Davies

Marketing Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 459 356
Tel:
1800 808 691
Fax:
02 8875 8715
rose.mcfarlane@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0478 314 237
Tel:
1800 808 691
Fax:
02 8875 8715
kitty.wong@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Meg Donahoo

Dr. Andres Ardila

Senior Account Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0411 330 493
Tel:
1800 808 691
Fax:
02 8875 8715
meg.donahoo@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Technical Services Veterinarian

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0400 480 499
Tel:
1800 808 691
Fax:
02 8875 8715
andres.ardila@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Advertise your
business card here
call 07 3286 1833
www.porknews.com.au

RUSSELL WATERS

DAIRIES - PIGGERIES - ABATTOIRS

Sales Manager

Proudly designed & manufactured in Australia

P: 0437 115 876
E: russell@maxumanimal.com
Laverton North, VIC 3026
maxumanimal.com

NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATER
Can run dry indefinitely without damage
HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators

MILK POWDERS
CUSTOM BLENDS
PIGLET MILK REPLACER

David Cadogan
P +61 409 049 793
E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au

UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

CONTRACT PACKING

(03) 9699

STOCKFEED POWDERS

7355

www.reevegroup.com.au

Doug Pearson
P +61 408 735 185
E doug.pearson@feedworks.com.au

Stuart Wilkinson
Office
P +61 414 487 882
P +61 3 5429 2411
E stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au

www.feedworks.com.au
PRECISION NUTRITION FOR PIGS
For more information please contact:
Avril Grieve
Tim Fulton
Matthew Meggison
Branko Karaconji DVM
John Reeves

0438 352 443
0431 075 972
0477 387 392
0448 055 159
0412 264 497

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
T:1800 814 883 F: 02 8876 0444 W: www.zoetis.com.au

www.porknews.com.au

Ben Collins

WAYNE BRADSHAW : 0429 301 500

wbradshaw@jefo.com

BBus DipMgt GradDipEd

Advertising & Marketing Manager
P: 07 3286 1833 M: 0439 708 602
E: ben@collins.media PO Box 162, Wynnum QLD 4178

ausinfo@jefo.com
Life, made easier.
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Here’s my Card
THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the
right people for any number of specialist
services and facilities in the pig industry.
Whatever the job you need to accomplish,
here’s a group of business cards that
guarantee you the best available.

LALLEMAND
ANIMAL NUTRITION

1800 426 142

SPECIFIC
FOR YOUR
SUCCESS

Alison Leary - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0488 715 151 | aleary@lallemand.com

orders@apiam.com.au
apiam.com.au

Tom Harrison
0428 668 266

Nathan Lister - Technical Services Manager

Business Manager

Mob: 0438 190 388 | nlister@lallemand.com

Mob: 0419 005 511 | aturney@lallemand.com

Business Manager

Amanda Vardanega
0427 011 579

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

Clark Forbes, National Business Manager
M: 0427 909 361 E: cforbes@picaustralia.com.au
Mal Auld, Technical Services Manager, WA
M: 0427 086 931 E: mauld@picaustralia.com.au

RG Campbell Advisory

T - (02) 9898 1800
M - 0410 529 852
E - ggrant@hydroInnovations.com.au

General Manager

roger.campbell@rgcampbelladvisory.com.au

Dr Pat Mitchell, Genetic Services Manager
M: 0402 794 912 E: patricia.mitchell@picaustralia.com.au

NEVER STOP IMPROVING

Phone/ +61 407 774 714
linkedin.com/in/roger-campbell-95237356

HydroInnovations.com.au

Key Account Manager
(Southern)

PIC Australia

90 0 1

Qualit
y

SO

Garry Grant

Haylee Clifford
0456 498 120

Commercial Manager

Director
ABN 79626160085

Global-Mark.com.au®

Key Account Manager
(Northern)

Sarah Jenkin
0409 715 559

Alex Turney - Managing Director, AUS & NZ

Dr Roger Campbell
agement .
an
I
M

Forbes Corby
0457 508 867

PIC Australasia Pty Ltd, PO Box 39, Grong Grong NSW 2652
P: 02 6956 2105 F: 02 6956 2203 E: info@picaustralia.com.au

ABN: 92 115 191 056

ACE Laboratory Services

Advertise your
business card here
call 07 3286 1833

12 Gildea Lane Bendigo East, Vic 3550

AQIS QC2 Containment Facility

PH : (03) 5443 9665
FAX: (03) 5443 9669

APVMA Licensed Manufacturer

Email: info@acelabservices.com.au

PO Box 6101 White Hills, Vic 3550

Aaron Hines

Sales & Production Manager

www.porknews.com.au

185 Thomas Street
(PO Box 271)
Murray Bridge SA 5253
P 08 8531 2700
F 08 8531 2711
M 0419 559 011
E aaron@jacksonsaustralia.com
W www.jacksonsaustralia.com

Design • Engineering • Fabrication

FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT
ON CROPS AND PASTURES
Volume capacity –
18m3/hr to 90m3/hr

Brendon Cant
Managing Director

Spray width to 36m and
runs up to 330m

(03) 9699

Jodie Driscoll
0428 247 272

T +61 8 9430 9463
M +61 417 930 536
E brendon@iinet.net.au

Eddie Pecotich
0437 408 961
Fabian Barcelo
0447 444 674

BCAPR Pty Ltd (ACN 159 299 966)
PO Box 749 South Fremantle
Western Australia 6162

7355

www.reevegroup.com.au

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

DANIEL FISHER
0434 468 644

KEVIN MARKHAM
0421 078 855

Kym Miller 0439 066 054
Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693
Graeme Pope 0439 066 006

E: equipment@ifsaustralia.com.au
www.ifsaustralia.com.au

INTENSIVE FARMING SUPPLIES AUSTRALIA
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Australia fights to stave off
foot and mouth disease

AUSTRALIA is currently fighting to prevent
an outbreak of foot and
mouth disease.

This is a highly infectious disease that affects
and spreads between
cattle, sheep, goats and
pigs, causing lesions
that stop livestock from
walking to food and water.
Grown animals will
mostly recover but younger
ones can die or be left with
permanent and disabling
deformities.
An outbreak of FMD
was reported in May in
cattle in Indonesia, a major
trading partner with Australia.
Viral particles from the
disease were subsequently
discovered in pork imported from China.
In response to this, various measures have been
taken by state and territory governments to prevent the outbreak of foot
and mouth disease virus
reaching our shores.
Imports of meat into
Australia are being monitored – disease surveil-

lance is being increased
in Western Australia, the
Northern Territory and
north Queensland – and
travellers are being targeted to prevent them
bringing in contaminated
products.
The full list of measures
being taken is available
from the Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries and
Forestry.
FMD is concerning because it has the potential
to cripple agricultural industries, not only because
it would vastly reduce
stock of healthy farmable
animals but also because
it would challenge Australia’s current status of
being entirely free of the
disease, which is a trading
advantage for the nation.
Meat & Livestock Australia recommends that
those in the sector stay
vigilant, look for signs of
the disease and report suspected cases to the government’s Emergency Animal
Disease Watch Hotline on
1800 675 888.
Calls have been made

The most likely scenario of the disease getting into
Australia is by someone bringing it in.

to provide farmers with
financial assistance to help
implement these practices.
Thankfully, the country
has regimented biosecurity processes.
Dealing
with
the
COVID-19
pandemic
could prove to have been
useful preparation for
countering FMD, according to Professor Tim
Mahony from the Centre
for Animal Science at the
University of Queensland’s research institute
Queensland Alliance for
Agriculture and Food Innovation.
“In a way, the COVID
pandemic has prepared
Australia for FMDV,” Prof
Mahony said.
“People are more aware
of viruses, diagnostic assays, epidemiology, et cetera and similar concepts
will apply to controlling
FMDV.
“As with the pandemic,
all Australians have a role
to play in minimising this
threat.
“Susceptible animals are
not imported into Australia – the most likely
scenario of FMDV getting into the country is
someone bringing it in.
“This is why we have
such strong biosecurity at
our international borders.”
Measures have now been
put in place in airports to
mitigate the chance of the
disease moving into and
within Australia’s borders.
These include the establishment of Biosecurity
Response Zones as well
as the use of specialised
sanitisation foot mats.
The aim is to prevent any
contaminated meat entering the country through
airports while there is a
still an outbreak impacting
Indonesia.
New Zealand has introduced measures too,
with incoming travellers
banned from bringing
meat products from Indonesia.

In play there also are
disinfectant mats, an audit
of the palm kernel supply
chain in Indonesia and the
formation of a biosecurity
taskforce.
Federal
Agriculture
Minister Murray Watt
said, “We have wasted no
time in getting on top of
this issue and have been
consistently ramping up
measures at our airports
and mail centres around
the country.”
Minister Watt pointed
out that this was the
strongest biosecurity response in Australia’s history.
“We have already announced a $14 million assistance package to reduce
the risk of FMD spreading
from Bali to Australia,
which included increased
detection and protection
here in Australia and a
million vaccines for the Indonesian cattle industry,”
Minister Watt said.
“I also announced the
deployment of sanitisation foot mats at all international airports as an
additional layer of protection for returning travellers from Indonesia.
“These mats have started
to arrive in some airports
around the country ...
and passengers will begin
seeing them at customs in
the coming days.”
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese has rejected
calls for the country to
close its borders to Indonesia to prevent an outbreak here.
Unfortunately for primary producing industries, this is not the only
disease outbreak that is
being dealt with in Australia, with thousands of
bees being destroyed to
prevent the spread of the
highly damaging Varroa
mite.

Foot and mouth blisters. Photo: Agriculture Victoria.

Blisters on hooves. Photo: Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry

Blisters on snout. Photo: Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
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WANT
TO BE
REWARDED?
Do you use Ingelvac CircoFLEX or Ingelvac MycoFLEX?
Great news, be rewarded for your purchases by
signing up to the FLEX360 Loyalty Rewards Program.
Talk to your friendly Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health
representative or visit flex360.com.au to find out more.
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Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 53 071 187 285. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde, NSW 2113.
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adheres to these Principles. You can view our Privacy Policy at: https://boehringer-ingelheim.com.au/data-privacy.
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