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AS my final article 
for the Australian 
Pork Newspaper after 
seven years leading 
APL, I am delighted 
to announce the ap-
pointment of our 
new chief executive 
officer Dr Darryl 
D’Souza, following 
a comprehensive re-
cruitment process. 

This appointment 
marks the begin-
ning of Australian 
Pork Limited’s next 
chapter, with Darryl 
bringing extensive 
leadership experi-
ence and a strong 
commitment to sup-
porting Australian 
pork producers, ad-
vancing industry 
growth and deliv-
ering value for levy 
payers.

Darryl brings an 
exceptional combi-
nation of industry 
knowledge, scien-
tific expertise and 
commercial leader-
ship. 

He is widely re-
spected across the 
Australian pork 
sector for his contri-
butions to the indus-
try’s productivity and 
research over more 
than two decades.

Importantly, he also 
already possesses a 
deep understanding 
of APL, having pre-
viously served as 
general manager re-
search and innova-
tion.

Darryl’s focus will 
remain firmly on 
ensuring APL con-
tinues to deliver tan-
gible value for levy 
payers, drives con-

sumer preference for 
pork, leads innova-
tion and adoption, 
supports industry 
sustainability and 
strengthens the in-
dustry’s ability to 
respond to future op-
portunities and chal-
lenges.

He will commence 
as CEO on October 
6, 2026.

As chief executive 
officer of Australian 
Pork Limited, Darryl 
will lead the team in 
delivering the six key 
priorities of APL’s 
2026-27 Annual Op-
erating Plan:

•	Increasing share
of fresh meat

•	Increasing pork on
menu (foodservice)

•	Increasing export
market value

•	Driving mean-
ingful research, inno-
vation and extension

•	Animal health and
welfare first

•	Deepening mem-
ber and industry en-
gagement.

Some of these pri-
orities build on the 
work already com-
menced during the 
previous financial 
year, while others 
will see APL deliver 
new projects aimed 
at enabling a thriving 

pork industry even 
during uncertain 
times. 

The projects de-
livered by the APL 
team under these 
priority areas will 
further the industry’s 
five-year goal of be-
coming Australia’s 
most versatile protein 
from farm to fork, 
sustainably adding 
$1 billion to farm-
gate value by 2030.

As I prepare to hand 
over the reins, I do so 
with confidence in 
the strength of APL’s 
strategy, the capa-
bility of our people 
and the shared com-
mitment across in-
dustry to deliver on 
these ambitions. 

I have every con-
fidence that Darryl 
and the APL team 
will continue to build 
momentum for pro-
ducers, members 
and the broader pork 
sector.

It has been an ex-
traordinary privilege 
to lead Australian 
Pork Limited during 
a period of signifi-
cant change, growth 
and opportunity for 
our industry.

I am incredibly 
proud of what has 
been achieved along-

side our producers, 
delegates, directors, 
staff, researchers, 
government partners 
and stakeholders and 
wish APL and the 
entire industry all 
the very best for the 
future.

Over the past six 
months, I have had 
the opportunity to 
say my goodbyes to 
many of you, and it 
has reminded me that 
this role has been far 
more than just a job. 

It has been a privi-
lege to get to know, 
support and advocate 
for people across the 
pork industry and to 
work alongside those 
who are so com-
mitted to its future.

Thank you to eve-
ryone who has wel-
comed me onto your 
farms, shared your 
time and insights and 
worked with me to 
help strengthen the 
industry. 

I am especially 
grateful to our del-
egates, the APL 
Board, the APL team, 
supply chain partners 
and the many people 
across industry who 
have contributed so 
much over the past 
seven years.

To the APL team, 
thank you for your 
dedication and com-
mitment. 

It has been an 
amazing seven years 
leading the organisa-
tion and I leave with 
a simple reflection 
– celebrate the wins,
stay united as an in-
dustry and remember
that we are always
stronger together.

Point of View
by MARGO ANDRAE

CEO

Looking ahead to APL’s next chapter

Many pig producers and stockpeople work on farms that are also their 
family homes, making security concerns particularly personal.

AUSTRALIAN pig 
producers understand 
better than most that 
public confidence de-
pends on maintaining 
high standards of an-
imal welfare. 

The industry is 
subject to stringent 
animal welfare legis-
lation, quality assur-
ance programs, vet-
erinary oversight and 
increasing consumer 
expectations. 

Producers recognise 
that genuine welfare 
concerns should be 
investigated through 
appropriate regulatory 
channels.

However, a distinc-
tion exists between 
lawful reporting of 
suspected welfare 

breaches and illegal 
trespass onto commer-
cial farms. 

Over the past decade, 
organised animal 
rights activism has 
increasingly involved 
unauthorised entry 
onto pig farms and 
livestock enterprises 
across Australia. 

These incidents have 
created consequences 
extending far beyond 
property damage or 
legal disputes. 

They have affected 
the psychological 
wellbeing of farming 
families, disrupted 
animal management, 
increased biosecurity 
risks and contributed 
to growing stress 
within regional com-
munities.

Farming families the 
hidden victims

Public discussion 
about activist incur-
sions often centres on 
footage released on-
line or debates over 
farming practices. 

Less visible are the 
experiences of pro-
ducers and farm em-
ployees.

For many producers, 
a pig farm is not 
simply a workplace – 
it is also their home. 

Many farms em-
ploy family members 
across generations and 
staff often develop 
long-term relation-
ships with the animals 
under their care.

When unknown in-
dividuals enter sheds 

Farm gate breach more 
than biosecurity risk

* continued P2

n Human cost of animal welfare activism
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AUG 12 – 2026 National Renewables in 
Ag Conference – Orange, NSW. https://
renewablesinagconference.com.au
AUG 19-21 – VIV Select China 2026 – 
Shanghai, China. https://china.viv.net
AUG 25 & 26 – Minitube Porcine TechDays, 
Golden Point, Victoria. https://form.jotform.
com/260257675984068
AUG 26-28 – ILDEX Philippines 2026 
– Manila, Philippines. https://ildex-
philippines.com
SEP 14-17 – ECPLF 2026 – Valencia, 
Spain. https://www.ecplf2026.com
SEP 19-22 – Allen D. Leman Swine 
Conference 2026 – St Paul Minnesota, 
USA. https://lemanconference.umn.edu
SEP 22-24 – Expomeat 2026 – Sao Paulo, 
Brazil. https://www.expomeat.com.br/
OCT 6-8 – International PRRS Symposium 
2026 – Barcelona, Spain. https://iprrs2026.
org
OCT 14-15 – Dutch Pork & Poultry Expo 
2026 – Hardenberg, Netherlands. https://
www.porkpoultryexpo.nl
OCT 21-23 – Pork Expo Mexico – 
Aguascalientes, Mexico. http://pork-expo.
org/ 
OCT 26-29 – 2026 Inaugural APHVA 
Conference – Hobart, Tasmania. 
aphvapresident@gmail.com

0450 672 553
porknews.com.au

How to supply event details: 
Send all details to Australian Pork 
Newspaper, PO Box 162, Wynnum, 
Qld 4178, call 0450 672 553 or email 
design@collins.media

Pork Industry
Calendar of Events

All producers are encouraged to send in 
emails or letters to be published in APN, 

outlining any concerns or issues you may 
have with the industry.

This is an open forum where you can cover 
any topic, whether for or against an issue.

APN is a wholly independant and  
self-funded publication owned by 

publisher Ben Collins.

Please send your emails or letters to: 
ben@collins.media or  

PO Box 162, Wynnum QLD 4178.

HAVE YOUR SAY!

Farm gate breach more than biosecurity risk
during the night, often 
wearing dark clothing 
and carrying cameras 
or drones, farmers fre-
quently describe feel-
ings similar to those 
experienced after bur-
glary or home invasion. 

Questions arise im-
mediately:

•	Are the intruders 
still on the property?

•	What biosecurity 
risks have they intro-
duced?

•	Have gates or equip-
ment been tampered 
with?

•	Will footage appear 
online without context?

•	Will the family be-
come the target of har-
assment?

These concerns often 
continue long after the 
trespass has ended.
Psychological impacts

Agriculture already 
experiences elevated 
rates of psychological 
distress compared with 
many other industries. 

Financial uncertainty, 
disease risk, weather 
variability and regula-
tory pressure contribute 
significantly to pro-
ducer stress.

Illegal activist incur-
sions add another layer.

Producers have de-
scribed:

•	Anxiety about re-
turning home after dark

•	Difficulty sleeping 
following overnight 
trespass

•	Hy p e r v ig i l a n c e 
around security cam-
eras and vehicle move-
ments

•	Fear for the safety of 
children living on farm

•	Stress associated 
with online abuse fol-
lowing publication of 
activist footage

•	Feelings of being 
personally vilified de-
spite caring deeply for 
their livestock.

Unlike many work-
places, farms cannot 
simply ‘close the gates’ 
after hours. 

Families continue 
living where the inci-
dent occurred.
Biosecurity – an  
invisible threat

For pig producers, 
biosecurity is funda-
mental.

Australia remains 
free from several dev-
astating pig diseases, 
including African 
swine fever, making 
strict on-farm biosecu-
rity essential.

Unauthorised visi-
tors bypass carefully 
designed procedures 
intended to reduce dis-
ease transmission. 

These typically in-
clude:

•	Controlled property 
access

•	Visitor declarations
•	Vehicle hygiene
•	Footwear disinfec-

tion
•	Protective clothing
•	Movement records.
Activists entering 

multiple livestock 
properties without fol-
lowing these protocols 
create a theoretical 
pathway for disease 
transmission, regard-
less of their intentions.

The Australian Par-
liament’s inquiry into 
agricultural protec-
tion heard evidence 
from Australian Pork 
Limited that many 
producers considered 
activist incursions to 
represent significant 
biosecurity threats. 

Producers also re-
ported livestock stress, 
financial losses and, 
in some cases, dis-
ease-related impacts 
following incursions, 
though some of these 
claims were disputed 
by activist organisa-
tions. 

The inquiry never-
theless acknowledged 
that unauthorised 
entry increases biose-
curity risks and animal 
stress.
Animal welfare can 
also be affected

Ironically, illegal 
entry intended to docu-
ment welfare concerns 
may itself disturb live-
stock.

Pig behaviour spe-
cialists recognise that 
pigs are highly re-
sponsive to unfamiliar 
people, lighting and 
noise. 

Entering breeding 
or farrowing facilities 
during the night can 
alter normal behaviour 
and increase stress.

Evidence presented 
to the Senate inquiry 
included producer re-
ports of:

•	Abortions and still-
births in pregnant 
sows

•	A sow suffering a 
fractured leg requiring 
euthanasia

•	Piglets dying fol-
lowing disturbance 
during activist incur-
sions

•	Increased agitation 
among breeding ani-
mals.

While activist groups 
disputed whether suf-
ficient evidence linked 
these outcomes di-
rectly to trespass 
events, animal health 
experts appearing be-
fore the inquiry agreed 
that unauthorised 
entry has the potential 
to increase stress in 
pigs and compromise 
biosecurity.
High-profile farm  
incursions

The 2019 incursion 
of Beerburrum Pig-
gery in Queensland 
was one of Australia’s 
highest-profile pig 
farm invasions.

Approximately 100 
activists gathered 
at the property, with 
around 30 entering the 
piggery while others 
remained outside. 

The operation report-
edly forced the facility 
into lockdown and 
generated widespread 
media attention. 

The incident became 
a catalyst for debate 
surrounding Austral-
ia’s trespass laws and 
online publication of 
farm locations.

In 2025, activist 
groups released 
footage allegedly ob-
tained through unau-
thorised entry onto 
several Victorian pig 
farms. 

While Agriculture 
Victoria investigated 
the welfare allegations, 
industry representa-
tives simultaneously 
condemned the illegal 
trespass, arguing that 
the incursions endan-
gered animal welfare 
through biosecurity 
breaches and caused 
ongoing trauma for 

farming families and 
employees.
Social media  
amplifies the harm

Today’s activist cam-
paigns often extend 
well beyond the initial 
trespass.

Video footage may 
be:

•	Selectively edited
•	Distributed interna-

tionally within hours
•	Accompanied by 

producer names and 
farm locations

•	Shared repeatedly 
across social media 
platforms.

Farmers frequently 
report receiving threat-
ening emails, abusive 
phone calls and online 
harassment following 
publication.

For many producers, 
the reputational 
damage continues long 
after any official inves-
tigation concludes.
A delicate balance

None of this dimin-
ishes the importance of 
legitimate animal wel-
fare oversight.

Where evidence 
suggests cruelty or 
breaches of welfare 
legislation, inde-
pendent authorities 
– including state ag-
riculture departments 
and the RSPCA where 
appropriate – have es-
tablished legal powers 
to investigate.

The challenge lies in 
balancing two impor-
tant public interests 
– maintaining trans-
parency and account-
ability in livestock pro-
duction with protecting 
farmers, livestock and 
regional communities 
from unlawful trespass 
and unnecessary bios-
ecurity risks.

These goals need not 
be mutually exclusive.
Building trust rather 
than conflict

Many Australian pig 
producers have re-
sponded by increasing 
transparency through:

•	School and commu-
nity engagement

•	Virtual farm tours
•	Participation in 

quality assurance pro-
grams

•	Independent au-
diting

•	Stronger commu-
nication about animal 
welfare standards.

Constructive en-
gagement generally 
achieves more than 
confrontation.

Likewise, producers 
benefit from main-
taining comprehen-
sive welfare records, 
documenting veteri-
nary care and ensuring 
staff receive ongoing 
training, enabling 
farms to demonstrate 
compliance whenever 
legitimate concerns 
arise.
Looking forward

Animal welfare will 
remain a central issue 
for Australian agricul-
ture.

Consumers rightly 
expect high standards 
and producers increas-
ingly recognise that 
maintaining com-
munity trust requires 
openness and contin-
uous improvement.

At the same time, il-
legal trespass imposes 
real costs – not only 
through biosecurity 
risk and operational 
disruption but also 
through its effect on 
the mental health of 
farming families and 
staff who already op-
erate in a demanding 
environment.

The conversation 
about Australian pig 
farming should ul-
timately be based on 
evidence, transparency 
and lawful oversight 
rather than fear, intimi-
dation or confrontation. 

Respect for both an-
imal welfare and the 
people who dedicate 
their lives to caring 
for livestock offers the 
strongest foundation 
for maintaining public 
confidence in Aus-
tralian pork produc-
tion.  

Commercial pig farms operate under strict 
biosecurity protocols designed to minimise 
the risk of disease entering livestock facilities.

Australian pig producers operate under evolving community expecta-
tions while balancing animal welfare, biosecurity, employee safety and 
business sustainability.

Scan for links to men-
tal health support.

* from P1
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In the late 1990s, researchers recognised grain protein and moisture 
could be measured easily but the nutrient that drives both feed cost 
and animal performance – energy – was much harder to assess accu-
rately.

THIS year marks a 
major milestone for 
AusScan, celebrating 
10 years as a commer-
cial enterprise. 

Since the launch of 
AusScan Online in 
2015, the platform has 
grown from a research-
driven concept into a 
globally recognised 
feed evaluation tool, 
helping nutritionists, 
feed manufacturers 
and producers make 
more informed deci-
sions about ingredient 
quality. 

Today, AusScan sup-
ports more than 90,000 
scans annually and is 
used in 69 countries, 
providing fast reliable 
feed quality informa-
tion when and where 
it’s needed.

While AusScan On-
line has been operating 
for the past decade, the 
science behind it dates 
back much further. 

In the late 1990s, the 
foundations were laid 
when researchers rec-
ognised a major chal-
lenge facing livestock 
producers.

Grain protein and 
moisture could be 
measured easily but 
the nutrient that drives 
both feed cost and 
animal performance 
– energy – was much 
harder to assess accu-
rately. 

As a result, nutrition-
ists often relied on pub-

lished reference values, 
despite knowing that 
the energy value of 
cereal grain could 
vary greatly between 
seasons, regions and 
growing conditions. 

The breakthrough 
came when researchers 
successfully linked 
near-infrared reflec-
tance spectroscopy 
technology with in 
vivo animal trial data.

By combining exten-
sive animal digesti-
bility studies with NIR 
scanning, AusScan 
developed the world’s 
first calibrations ca-
pable of predicting 
pig digestible energy, 
poultry apparent me-
tabolisable energy and 
cattle metabolisable 
energy. 

AusScan also pio-
neered reactive lysine 
calibrations for soy-
bean meal and canola 
meal, providing a prac-
tical way to assess heat 
damage and gain a 
better understanding of 
available lysine. 

What makes Aus-
Scan unique is that 
these calibrations are 
built on thousands of 
reference samples col-
lected across multiple 
locations, seasons and 
production systems. 

Importantly, they 
reflect real-world 
conditions, incorpo-
rating grain affected 
by drought, frost, wet 
weather and other envi-

ronmental influences. 
This extensive dataset 

has helped make Aus-
Scan a robust and reli-
able tool for commer-
cial use.

Accurate nutrient 
assessment has never 
been more important. 

In pig and poultry 
diets, even small dif-
ferences in energy con-
tent can significantly 
impact on both animal 
performance and feed 
costs. 

When grain prices 
are high, a difference 
of only 1MJ DE/kg can 
represent an additional 
$30 to $40 per tonne 
of feed. 

By helping nutrition-
ists measure the quality 
of ingredients before 
they enter the feed mill 
or reach the farm, Aus-
Scan supports more 
precise formulations 
and greater confidence 
in feed decisions.

Continuous improve-
ment has been central 
to the AusScan pro-
gram. 

Following the early 
research break-
throughs, development 
accelerated through 
long-term industry in-
vestment from the Pork 
CRC and Australasian 
Pork Research Insti-
tute Limited, helping 
transform decades of 
scientific research into 
practical tools for in-
dustry. 

More recent develop-

ments include updated 
broiler AME calibra-
tions in 2024 and com-
pletion of layer AME 
calibrations in 2025. 

The most recent cali-
bration in 2026 up-
dated pig DE calibra-
tions, which included 
predominantly maize 
samples and expanded 
maize datasets. 

These ongoing invest-
ments ensure AusScan 
continues to evolve 
alongside changing in-
gredients, production 
systems and animal 
genetics.

Ten years after be-
coming a commer-
cial service, AusScan 
continues to deliver 
on its original vision 
– helping the industry 
move beyond relying 
on average values and 
make decisions based 
on the true quality of 
their ingredients.

By turning decades of 
research into practical 
real-time information, 
AusScan has helped 
nutritionists formulate 
with precision and im-
prove pig production 
efficiencies. 

Happy tenth anniver-
sary AusScan. 
APRIL

Celebrating 10 years of AusScan
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Si4 Outchman. 

ACTIWEL - the variable-restraint 
pen with farrowing frame, providing 
ideal conditions for the sow and her 
piglets. Pen dimension 2.7x2.3m. 

ACTIWEL MINI - compact design, 
ideal for retrofitting, excellent animal 
wellness. Pen dimension 2.4x2m. 

PIGASSO­
DRY-WET FEEDER 
•Reliable
• Cost-efficient
• Easy to assemble
• Low maintenance

MODERN 
PIG EQUIPMENT 

BIOTAG+ - The intelligent ear tag 
for sows with integrated temperature 
and motion sensor. An innovation 
from Big Dutchman, constantly 
monitors sow by providing information 
on health, heat detection and 
imminent farrowing. 

HEADSTALL - FEEDING STALLS 
FOR GROUP SOW HOUSING 
• Simple and cost-effective
• Sows eat at the same time
• Easy supervision
• No training required

https://porknews.com.au
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Feral pigs in a trap. Photo: NSW Local Land Services

NEW research is 
shedding light on 
how feral pigs re-
spond to different 
management methods 
and why the choice 
of control method 
matters for land man-
agers.

At the 2026 Interna-
tional Wild Pig Con-
ference, Kelly Kori-
akin – from the USDA 
APHIS Wildlife Ser-
vices National Wild-
life Research Centre 
– presented findings 
from a study con-
ducted in Texas that 
examined whether 
intensive feral pig 
control could change 
animal behaviour in 
ways that might af-
fect management out-
comes.

A total of 122 GPS-
collared feral pigs 
were tracked across 
a 225sq km area in 
Texas between No-
vember 2022 and July 
2023. 

This area was ran-
domly divided into 
four zones, with 
each zone allocated 
to one of four con-
trol methods – aerial 
shooting, trapping, 
baiting (using an ex-
perimental toxic bait) 
or no control. 

The movement be-
haviour of collared 
feral pigs (24 in aerial 
shooting, 29 trapping, 
27 in baiting and 22 
in control) within 
each of these zones 
was then evaluated 
before and after each 
control method was 
applied. 

Aerial shooting in-
volved the use of two 
helicopters over three 
days. 

Trapping efforts in-
volved the use of box 
traps, corral traps and 
net traps with whole 
sounders targeted for 
removal using corn as 
the free feed. 

Baiting also in-
volved free feeding of 

corn to attract feral 
pigs to bait sites.

Home-range size, 
shifts in home range, 
how quickly feral pigs 
travelled, distance 
travelled, number of 
unique contacts and 
the duration of con-
tact with other feral 
pigs were evaluated 
for all collared ani-
mals exposed to one 
of the four control 
methods. 

It is important to 
note that no feral 
pig was exposed to 
more than one control 
method.

Interestingly, it was 
found that different 
control methods led 
to different responses 
by collared feral pigs. 

It was shown that 
culling method mat-
tered. 

Aerial shooting 
resulted in a rela-
tively limited behav-
ioural change, with 
a decrease in speed 
after operations, yet 
no other significant 
changes in movement 
or contact were ob-
served. 

The deployment 
of the experimental 
toxic bait was asso-
ciated with smaller 
home-range size, 
greater shifts in home 
range and increased 
distance travelled 
during deployment. 

Trapping produced 
the strongest behav-
ioural response, with 
increased distance 
travelled during and 
after trapping, as well 
as increased duration 
and degree of contact 

with other feral pigs. 
Differences in feral 

pig behavioural re-
sponses may have 
been due to three op-
erational factors that 
varied between the 
control methods – the 
level of ground dis-
turbance, the amount 
of baiting used and 
the duration of the 
activity. 

This may be why 
trapping produced 
the strongest be-
havioural response, 
baiting produced 
an intermediate re-
sponse and aerial 
control produced the 
least response in col-
lared feral pigs.

Trapping resulted in 
the most pronounced 
changes as it involved 
the greatest level of 
repeated human ac-
tivity on the ground. 

Trapping is labour 
intensive, requiring 
land managers to 
maintain free-feeding 
sites as well as build, 
maintain and monitor 
traps over an ex-
tended period. 

It was considered 
that sustained dis-
turbance combined 
with concentrating 
food into specific 
areas could have al-
tered pig movement 
and social behaviour 
by drawing animals 
into these areas, dis-
rupting normal move-
ment patterns and 
increasing the likeli-
hood of contact be-
tween surviving indi-
viduals.

Behavioural responses 
of feral pigs to culling

AAUUSSSSIIEE  GGMMPP
331166  SSTTAAIINNLLEESSSS  SSTTEEEELL

  

Aussie Pumps

22""--  44""  ccaasstt  331166  
ssttaaiinnlleessss  sstteeeell  
aannttii  ccoorrrroossiioonn    
aannttii  aabbrraassiioonn      
aannttii  iinnffeeccttiioonn    

02 8865 3500   aussiepumps.com.au

CChheeaappeerr  tthhaann  yyoouu  tthhiinnkk!!  

by HEATHER CHANNON
National Feral Pig

Management Coordinator
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As trapping con-
tinued for 76 days, 
feral pigs in the trap-
ping area were ex-
posed to disturbance 
for much longer than 
those in the other 
treatment areas. 

This may have al-
lowed behavioural 
changes to accumu-
late or persist be-
yond the active re-
moval period. 

As a result, trap-
ping was linked with 
increased distance 
travelled during and 
after operations, as 
well as increased 
contact duration 
and contact degree 
– both of which are 
highly relevant for 
disease transmission 
risk.

Baiting shared 
some similari-
ties with trapping 
as it also involved 
repeated ground-
based activity to at-
tract animals to bait 
sites and then con-
dition them to con-
sume the toxicant. 

These activi-
ties likely created 
enough disturbance 
and bait-associated 
movement to influ-
ence pig behaviour, 
including increased 
home range shifting 
and increased dis-
tance travelled 

during deployment. 
However, the du-

ration of this treat-
ment was shorter, 
lasting for around 
20 days.

This shorter dura-
tion may have lim-
ited the scale of 
the behavioural re-
sponse.

Aerial shooting 
had the least impact 
on feral pig behav-
iour in this study. 

While helicopters 
are noisy and may 
cause short-term 
disturbance, the 
aerial operation only 
lasted for three days, 
involved little or no 
ground-based dis-
turbance and did not 
require free feeding. 

This may be why 
the only clear be-
havioural change re-
ported was a reduc-
tion in speed in the 
movement of feral 
pigs after aerial op-
erations, with no 
major changes in 
home range, move-
ment distance or 
contact metrics 
highlighted. 

Overall, these dif-
ferences reflect the 
intensity, type and 
duration of distur-
bance created by 
each method. 

Where significant 
ground-based ac-

tivity is undertaken 
for longer periods, 
feral pig movement 
and contact patterns 
may be more likely 
to change. 

Methods that in-
crease movement 
or contact among 
survivors may unin-
tentionally increase 
disease transmission 
risk or promote dis-
persal, even when 
they successfully 
reduce pig numbers. 

In the event of re-
sponding to a dis-
ease incursion, this 
work highlighted 
that the method 
that involves little 
to no ground-based 
disturbance, such 
as aerial shooting, 
should be consid-
ered first to rapidly 
reduce populations, 
minimise risks of 
pigs dispersing and 
not undermine bios-
ecurity goals.

Ideally, such ac-
tivity would then be 
followed by other 
on-ground methods 
that may be more 
disruptive to feral 
pigs (such as trap-
ping, baiting and/or 
ground shooting). 

No single control 
tool should be used 
in isolation. 

Importantly, these 
outcomes reinforce 

that effective feral 
pig management is 
dependent on good 
planning, being well 
timed and being 
coordinated with 
neighbours, espe-
cially where disease 
risk is a concern.

Similarly, recent 
Australian research 
led by Andrew 
Bengsen from the 
NSW Department of 
Primary Industries 
and Regional Devel-
opment found that 
aerial shooting did 
not cause feral pigs 
to disperse from 
targeted areas and 
therefore increase 
the risk of disease 
spread. 

It was concluded 
that aerial shooting 
has a place in Aus-
tralia as a primary 
method for man-
aging feral pig pop-
ulations and should 
be used as required 
in emergency animal 
disease response op-
erations.

If you’d like to dis-
cuss the content of 
this article or have 
any questions related 
to effective feral pig 
management and 
monitoring, con-
tact me on Heather.
Channon@feralpigs.
com.au or 0423 056 
045. 

Behavioural responses of feral pigs to culling
* from P6

A LARGE-scale Aus- 
tralian study has 
confirmed that pro-
ducers have consider-
able flexibility in the 
timing of the second 
Improvac vaccination, 
without compromising 
pig performance, pork 
quality or profitability. 

Researchers from 
the University of Mel-
bourne and SunPork 
Group evaluated 1056 
commercial male pigs 
across a range of live-
weights and adminis-
tered the second vacci-
nation either 2, 3, 4 or 5 
weeks before slaughter. 

The results were reas-
suringly consistent. 

Growth performance, 
feed efficiency and 
carcass characteristics 
were largely unaffected 
by vaccination timing. 

While pigs slaugh-
tered two weeks after 

the second vaccination 
tended to have slightly 
lower P2 backfat, the 
difference was small 
and not likely to have 
a major commercial 
impact.

Importantly, changing 
the timing of the second 
vaccination had no ef-
fect on objective meas-
ures of pork-eating 
quality, including ten-
derness, colour and 
water-holding capacity.

Consumer testing 
also showed no differ-
ences in odour percep-
tion between pigs vac-
cinated 2, 3, 4 or 5 
weeks before slaughter.

In contrast, fat from 
entire boars was clearly 
rated less favourably, 
confirming the effec-
tiveness of immuno-
castration in managing 
boar taint.

From an economic 
perspective, vaccina-

tion timing had little 
effect on carcass value 
or net margin.

The main takeaway 
of these findings for 
producers was that the 
second Improvac vac-
cination could be ad-
ministered 2-5 weeks 
before slaughter with 
little risk of adverse im-
pacts on performance, 
pork quality, boar taint 
control or overall prof-
itability. 

This provides valu-
able flexibility to ac-
commodate variations 
in pig growth rates, 
marketing schedules 
and processing ar-
rangements. 

For more information 
about this project, con-
tact Dr Vaibhav Gole, 
program manager in-
tegrity and product 
quality at APL. 
Australian Pork  
Limited

The second Improvac vaccination could be administered 2-5 weeks 
before slaughter with little risk of adverse impacts.

Improvac timing offers 
flexibility for producers 

https://porknews.com.au
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RSPCA Update in late 
May featured inter-
esting commentary on 
pig nest building and 
maternal care.

Long bemused by 
how and why natural 
behaviours are so often 
compromised when it 
comes to intensive/
industrial farming, I 
thought such an impor-
tant topic was worth 
sharing with readers 
of this publication, 
especially those not 
familiar with conven-
tional (intensive) pig 
farming systems, and 
maybe by way of a re-
minder for others. 

So, here goes… the 
following is what the 
RSPCA believes.

In the days leading 
up to giving birth, 
pregnant sows prepare 
a comfortable safe 
environment for their 
young. 

They are driven to 
root, dig, turn and 
build a nest using 
available materials to 
create a safe space for 
their piglets. 

This behaviour is 
triggered by hormonal 
changes in their bodies 
and plays an important 
role for preparing them 
for motherhood. 

In most conventional 
farming systems, how-
ever, pregnant pigs 
(gilts or sows) are 
confined to farrowing 
crates in the days 
leading up to birth and 

throughout early moth-
erhood. 

A farrowing crate, 
also known as a ‘piglet 
protection pen’, is a 
metal-barred crate 
similar in size to a sow 
stall but slightly nar-
rower. 

Around a week be-
fore farrowing, the sow 
is moved into a far-
rowing crate and kept 
there until her piglets 
are weaned at about 
three to four weeks of 
age. 

While in the crate, 
the sow can stand up 
and take a step forward 
or backwards but she is 
unable to turn around. 

Pigs are extraordi-
narily clever and so-
cial animals, forming 
strong bonds with one 
another and becoming 
stressed when alone. 

For this reason, 
housing pigs in groups 
is a key factor in pro-
viding a positive envi-
ronment for them. 

Being able to socially 
interact is important 
enrichment for pigs 
and, just like us, each 

pig has unique person-
ality traits, with some 
more vocal and ram-
bunctious and others 
more laid-back in na-
ture. 

Pregnant sows are 
unable to perform in-
stinctual nesting be-
haviours in farrowing 
crates as they can’t 
move freely and are 
not provided with bed-
ding or nesting mate-
rial. 

Farrowing crates 
have also been shown 
to increase stress and 
impair the pig’s ability 
to rest properly, to 
control body tempera-
ture during farrowing, 
increasing the risk of 
heat stress as well as 
being associated with 
an increased number 
of stillbirths and nega-
tive maternal behav-
iours. 

RSPCA is opposed to 
the use of farrowing 
crates, as these sys-
tems significantly re-
strict movement and 
prevent sows from ex-
pressing key maternal 
behaviours. 

Moving towards free-
farrowing systems 
would represent an 
important step forward 
for the Australian pig 
industry, allowing for 
better alignment be-
tween animal welfare 
and farming practices. 

There are several al-
ternative farrowing 
systems to traditional 
farrowing crates, 
where sows may be 
confined for a shorter 
period or not confined 
at all. 

Temporary crating 
systems confine sows 
immediately prior to 
and during farrowing, 
as well as for the first 
few days after far-
rowing, but are then 
opened to allow the 
sow more freedom to 
move. 

These temporary 
crating systems con-
fine sows during this 
time to minimise the 
risk of piglet mortality 
due to crushing, which 
is most likely to occur 
during farrowing and 
in the first two-to-
three days after far-
rowing. 

However, immedi-
ately before farrowing 
is also the period that 
a sow is most moti-
vated to perform nest 
building behaviours 
and thus can become 
frustrated if unable to 
move around and ac-
cess nesting materials. 

* continued P9

Farrowing flaws must be addressed
AN Australia Pork 
Limited-funded pro-
ject led by Aquila 
Scientific to develop 
a genomic reporting 
tool for porcine bac-
terial pathogens has 
now been completed, 
delivering a proof-
of-concept platform 
designed specifically 
for the Australian 
pork industry.

The project ex-
plored how genomic 
and laboratory 
testing data can be 
brought together 
into a single digital 
platform, allowing 
veterinarians and 
producers to manage 
sample submissions, 
monitor testing pro-
gress and securely 
access diagnostic re-

sults and reports. 
The platform is 

designed to provide 
information on bac-
terial identification, 
antimicrobial resist-
ance genes, viru-
lence factors and se-
rotypes, helping sup-
port disease man-
agement decisions.

If adopted more 
broadly in the future, 
this type of tech-
nology could pro-
vide producers, vet-
erinarians and farm 
managers with ac-
cess to farm-specific 
diagnostic informa-
tion through a single 
easy-to-use portal. 

Bringing labora-
tory results and an-
timicrobial suscep-
tibility information 
together in one place 

has the potential to 
support faster dis-
ease investigations, 
more informed treat-
ment decisions and 
improved on-farm 
disease manage-
ment.

While genomic 
data can be highly 
technical, the project 
demonstrates how 
complex laboratory 
and genome infor-
mation can be trans-
lated into practical 
insights for industry. 

Tools such as this 
have the potential 
to strengthen anti-
microbial steward-
ship, support disease 
surveillance and 
improve industry 
preparedness for 
emerging health 
challenges.

The project high-
lights the opportuni-
ties for digital and 
genomic technolo-
gies to support pig 
health and produc-
tivity across the Aus-
tralian pork industry.

For more informa-
tion on this project, 
contact Aquila Sci-
entific director Dr 
Sam Abraham on 
sam.abraham@aq 
uilascientific.com.
au 
Australian Pork 
Limited

Transforming complex disease 
data into practical on-farm insights

This technology could provide produc-
ers, veterinarians and farm managers with 
access to farm-specific diagnostic informa-
tion through a single easy-to-use portal.

Cant
Comment  

by BRENDON CANT

https://porknews.com.au
mailto:info@paxoma.com.au
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https://paxoma.com.au
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During and immedi-
ately after farrowing 
are the periods that 
sows are likely to per-
form comfort behav-
iours to ease the pain 
from farrowing and in-
teract with their piglets 
to establish a maternal 
bond, which they are 
also unable to easily 
do when confined in a 
farrowing crate.

Alternative farrowing 
systems – where the 
sow is not confined at 
all and able to move 
freely – include indi-
vidual or group far-
rowing pens with or 
without group suckling 
of piglets (used in in-
door systems), indoor 
farrowing pens with ac-
cess to an outdoor area 
and outdoor farrowing 
huts located in pad-
docks (free-range or 
outdoor-bred systems). 

Gilts/sows in free-
farrowing systems, 
where they are not 
confined, have been 
shown to display less 
abnormal behaviours 
and less pain during 
farrowing. 

Providing freedom to 
move during farrowing 
and lactation also en-
courages maternal in-
teractions with piglets 
and may encourage 
more natural nursing 
and weaning of piglets.

Providing sows with 
suitable nesting mate-
rial is critical for their 
welfare. 

For example, pro-
viding straw prior to 
farrowing so that they 
can perform nesting 
behaviours can de-
crease stress and pain 
levels in sows, as well 
as improve piglet sur-
vival and development. 

Further, to allow for 
innate foraging be-
haviour, sows in far-
rowing crates should 
be provided with ap-
propriate foraging ma-
terial that are edible 
and/or otherwise sat-
isfy the sow’s need to 
chew, investigate and 
manipulate objects and 
substrates in her envi-
ronment.

While alternative far-
rowing systems cur-
rently available are 
often associated with 
slightly higher piglet 
mortality rates than 
traditional farrowing 
crates, they can sig-
nificantly improve 

sow welfare during 
gestation, farrowing 
and lactation until 
weaning. 

The improvements 
in animal welfare can 
also benefit piglet wel-
fare in the long term, 
improving piglet devel-
opment and behaviour 
(for example, increased 
weight gain and de-
creased aggressive 
damaging behaviours 
towards other pigs), 
which can lead to im-
proved production per-
formance overall. 

Alternative far-
rowing systems should 
balance the welfare 
needs of sows and 
piglets, by providing 
sows freedom to move 
and perform natural 
nesting and maternal 
behaviours, while also 
protecting piglets and 
minimising the risk of 
piglet mortality. 

While temporary 
crating systems have 
some welfare benefits, 
they still confine sows 
during the critical pe-
riods before, during 
and after farrowing, 
where sows are most 
motivated to perform 
innate behaviours in-
cluding nesting and 
maternal interactions 
with piglets. 

Therefore, for alter-
native farrowing sys-
tems to meaningfully 
improve sow welfare, 
they should not con-
fine sows at any point 
during gestation, far-
rowing and lactation 
until weaning.

In my personal 
view, surely putting 
the sow’s needs first 
and foremost when it 
comes to designing 
and implementing pro-
duction systems should 
be front of mind.

Sadly, this continues 
to not be the case, with 
only miniscule positive 
adjustments to sow’s 
lives being researched 
or instigated when 
housed in conventional 
production systems.

I acknowledge much 
of the quandary boils 
down to how best to 
keep the lid on cost of 
production.

I suspect however 
that as consumers be-
come more aware of 
the now well-exposed 
contentious issues sur-
rounding sub-standard 
farm and processor 
procedures, they will 

look to purchase their 
pork from pigs farmed 
in more sustainable 
higher-welfare farming 
systems.

On top of that, such 
consumers by neces-
sity may even become 
willing to pay a pre-
mium for just that. 

DO YOUR SHELTER COVERS
NEED REPLACING OR REPAIR?

CONTACT US TODAY

PH 1300 059 003
EM sales@polytex.net.au
WE polytex.net.au

Side Blinds End WallsShelter Covers

Premium Fabrics + Tear Resistant

Custom Sizes + Made to Fit Your Shelters

Fast Manufacturing + Easy Installation

FAST TURNAROUND ON
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Repair Products

* from P8

Farrowing flaws must be addressed
Outdoor piglet feeding frenzy. Happy (so so) sow. 

Opening a group housing solutions workshop 
in October 2012, Pork CRC CEO Dr Roger 
Campbell suggested that what really counted 
was how space was used and how sows were 
managed. The workshops in Toowoomba 
and Melbourne aligned with Pork CRC 
Program 1, ‘Confinement Free Sow and Piglet 
Management’, which addressed the significant 
industry decision to voluntarily phase-out sow 
gestation stalls by 2017 and some retailer 
requests to be stall-free even earlier. Relaxed sow and piglets.
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YOU’VE probably 
seen the media reports 
about H5 bird flu being 
detected in Australia 
and perhaps wondered 
about its significance. 

I’ve had a look through 
comments associated 
with mainstream news 
articles posted on Fa-
cebook.

The level of ignorance 
and cynicism on dis-
play is astounding. 

Conspiracy theorists 
seem to be out in force, 
so I thought I’d try to do 
my bit to counter all the 
rubbish. 

Here are the facts as I 
know them.

Sorry for the length – 
it’s not a simple story.

Firstly, a bit about in-
fluenza viruses gener-
ally. 

There are many hun-
dreds of strains or 
subtypes of influenza 
viruses worldwide, 
and they tend to have 
relatively limited host 
ranges (species they in-
fect).

Flu viruses are nor-
mally differentiated by 
two distinct proteins 
found on the surface of 
the influenza A virus 
– H for hemagglutinin 
and N for neuramini-
dase.

So, for example, the 
two most common 
seasonal flu viruses 
infecting people are 
H1N1 and H3N2. 

They can occasionally 
‘spillover’ into species 
such as pigs but not 
commonly.

The 2007 equine in-
fluenza outbreak was 
caused by H3N8, which 
only infects horses, 
donkeys and such, and 
the occasional dog. 

The poultry out-
breaks in Australia in 
2020, 2024 and 2025 
were caused by H7N7, 
H7N3, H7N9 and 
H7N8 strains.

Influenza viruses have 
a tremendous ability 
to change their genetic 
makeup through either 
antigenic drift (muta-
tions) or antigenic re-
assortment – if two 
different flu viruses 
infect the same cell at 
the same time, their 
gene segments can 
mix and match, creat- 

ing a new virus.
The current concern is 

with highly pathogenic 
avian influenza subtype 
H5N1, which the media 
has been referring to as 
H5 bird flu.

However, this is a bit 
simplistic.

There are around 10 
branches/groups of the 
H5N1 family, called 
clades and also nu-
merous sub-clades. 

Currently we are 
mainly worried about 
only one of these – 
H5N1 clade 2.3.4.4b.

It has a very wide host 
range and causes se-
rious illness or death.

This virus first ap-
peared in 2020, prob-
ably through reas-
sortment and ongoing 
mutation of other H5 
viruses. 

Since 2021, HPAI 
H5N1 clade 2.3.4.4b 
has spread rapidly 
across the world, except 
for Australia and New 
Zealand due to our iso-
lation. 

It has caused mass 
mortalities in wild 
birds, poultry and some 
marine mammal popu-
lations. 

All bird species are 
thought to be suscep-
tible to this strain, and 
it has been detected 
in over 100 species of 
mammals – wild, do-
mestic, terrestrial and 
aquatic. 

The rapid spread 
across and between 
countries is primarily 
associated with the 
movement of wild 
birds.

The global H5N1 
HPAI outbreaks differ 
from previous out-
breaks of HPAI by 
their:

•	Rapid global spread
•	Large number of 

outbreaks
•	Increased severity of 

illness
•	High mortality rates 

in wild birds and some 
mammalian species

•	Wider host and geo-
graphical range

•	Longer persistence 
of virus and/or repeated 
exposure.

In the order of 30-40 
million plus domestic 
poultry in Europe 
and 90 million in the 

US have died or been 
culled because of on-
going outbreaks. 

Apart from wild and 
domestic birds, HPAI 
H5N1 clade 2.3.4.4b 
has been confirmed in 
dairy cattle, pigs, cats, 
alpacas and goats in the 
US, farmed mink and 
dairy cattle in Europe 
and sheep in the United 
Kingdom. 

In the US, it has af-
fected hundreds of 
dairy herds across the 
country, causing severe 
illness. 

Pigs, alpaca and goats 
are only mildly af-
fected.

As the virus spread 
south through South 
America, it caused 
large scale mortalities 
in sea lions and seals 
along both the Pacific 
and Atlantic coasts. 

It eventually spread to 
the Antarctic.

Human cases have 
been reported following 
close contact with in-
fected poultry, dairy 
cows or raw (unpasteur-
ised) milk. 

However, there have 
been only a very small 
number of human 
deaths. 

The World Health Or-
ganisation has assessed 
it as a low public health 
risk, yet care should 
still be taken with po-
tentially infected ani-
mals.

Late last year this 
virus was detected 
in several species on 
Heard Island, including 
the southern elephant 
seal, the Antarctic fur 
seal and the gentoo 
penguin. 

This island lies over 
4000km southwest of 
Perth and is part of the 

remote sub-Antarctic 
Australian external ter-
ritory. 

It appears to have 
killed around 13,000 
seal pups there.

The current concern 
relates primarily to mi-
gratory (pelagic) birds 
found infected in WA, 
South Australia, NSW 
and Queensland. 

Whether these are iso-
lated cases or the tip of 
the iceberg, only time 
will tell. 

However, there is a 
real worry that H5N1 
clade 2.3.4.4b could 
hugely impact native 
bird species if it gets 
a foothold – which it 
could do, for example, 
through scavenging by 
native birds and/or ani-
mals.

Once established, it 
would be impossible to 
control. 

The only option for 
domestic poultry farms 
would be to keep the 
birds isolated as much 
as possible from wild 
birds.

This possibly means 
that free range poultry 
production may have to 
cease.

So, ignore the con-
spiracy theorists. 

This virus is a ‘clear 
and present danger’ to 
both our domestic birds 
and our wildlife popu-
lations. 

The impacts could be 
devastating and could 
even cause extinction 
of some threatened spe-
cies.

I’m just hoping that it 
doesn’t take hold. 
Dr Ron Glanville
Principal  
Consultant
Biosecurity Advisory 
Service

Bird flu facts from Dr Ron Granville

There were also confirmed gentoo penguin 
cases on the island. Photo: Hugo Sykes

Antarctic fur seals on Heard Island tested positive during research voy-
ages by the Australian Antarctic Program. Photo: Hugo Sykes

Wildlife teams assessing the site of a mass mortality of southern ele-
phant seals on Heard Island. Photo: Julie McInnes
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MAINTAINING high 
standards of hygiene 
is the most important 
responsibility in any 
piggery. 

Effective cleaning not 
only improves animal 
welfare and produc-
tivity but also plays a 
critical role in reducing 
disease risks and 
meeting strict biosecu-
rity requirements. 

From farrowing 
sheds and grower pens 
to loading ramps and 
equipment, producers 
need reliable cleaning 
equipment that can 
tackle demanding 
washdown tasks daily.

To meet these chal-
lenges, Aussie Pumps 
has developed the 
Aussie Sizzler, a com-
pact hot-water pressure 
cleaner designed to de-
liver fast, effective and 
economical cleaning 
for livestock applica-
tions. 

The Aussie Sizzler 
combines high-pres-
sure cleaning with the 
added power of hot 
water to remove stub-
born dirt, grease, ma-
nure and organic build-
up. 

Aussie Pumps chief 
engineer John Hales 
said, “Our focus has 
always been to provide 
equipment that helps 
producers maintain the 
highest hygiene stand-
ards while keeping 
operating costs under 
control.”

“The Sizzler has been 
developed with feed-
back from Australian 
livestock producers to 
ensure it delivers the 
performance and reli-
ability they need.”

The machine pro-
duces 1800psi (130 
bar) of pressure with 
a flow rate of 10LPM. 

It delivers excellent 
cleaning performance 
for sheds, flooring, 
equipment and live-
stock facilities. 

Water temperatures 
of up to 80C help 
loosen grease and or-
ganic matter while 
assisting in reducing 
bacterial contamina-
tion during washdown. 

Despite its robust con-
struction, the Aussie 
Sizzler is designed for 

easy handling around 
the farm. 

Four flat-free wheels, 
an integrated handle 
and a compact foot-
print allow the operator 
to move the machine 
easily between sheds. 

A full stainless-steel 
cover provides excel-
lent corrosion resist-
ance, making it well 
suited to the demanding 
conditions commonly 
found in livestock en-
vironments.

At the heart of the ma-
chine is a heavy-duty 
1450rpm four-pole 
electric motor driving 
a premium Italian tri-
plex pump fitted with 
ceramic pistons. 

The slow-speed de-
sign helps maximise 
service life while re-
ducing maintenance 
requirements.

It provides producers 
with dependable per-
formance.

Safety has also been 
given a high priority.

The Sizzler features 
delayed total stop, au-
tomatically shutting 
down 30 seconds after 
the trigger is released.

That helps reduce 
fuel consumption and 
equipment wear. 

Additional protec-
tion systems include 
dry running protec-
tion, clogged nozzle 
control, micro-leak de-
tection and intelligent 
automatic shutdown, 
all designed to protect 
both the operator and 
the machine.

For farm owners 
requiring greater 
cleaning versatility, 
optional accessories 
include turbo lances 
for removing heavy 
deposits and flat sur-
face cleaners for large 
concrete areas.

A stainless-steel roll 
frame or foaming at-
tachment for applying 
detergents and sani-
tisers efficiently across 
livestock facilities are 
also available. 

For larger operations 
and processing facili-
ties, Aussie offers hot-
water pressure cleaners 
delivering 3000 to 
4000psi and steam 
cleaning up to 130C. 

These machines 

are available in both 
single-phase and three-
phase configurations 
to suit a wide variety 
of applications.

The Aussie Sizzler 
provides pork pro-
ducers with an effec-
tive solution for im-
proving hygiene, sup-
porting biosecurity 
programs and reducing 
cleaning time across 
the farm. 

Aussie Pumps offer 
discounts to bonafide 
pork producers.

For more informa-
tion, contact Aussie 
Pumps on (02) 8865 
3500 or visit aussie 
pumps.com.au 
Aussie Pumps

www.min i tube .com 135 Brooke  St
SMYTHESDALE  VIC  3351

info@mini tube .com.au
Ph 03 5342 8688

August 25-26, 2026
Ballarat, Victoria

Local & 
International 

Speakers

Reproduction 
Conference

Program Available 

Leading the way
in Assisted

Reproduction
Since 1970

The Aussie Sizzler delivers 80C at 1800psi. 
Used with a turbo, it’s effective working pres-
sure is 3100psi. All this from a 240V 2.7kW 
single-phase motor.

Aussie Sizzler delivers 
superior shed hygiene TRANSPORT trucks 

are a vital part of pig 
production, moving 
animals between 
farms, production 
sites and processing 
facilities.

And they are more 
than a logistics tool.

They constantly 
move between pigs, 
ramps, wash bays, 
equipment, drivers 
and different sites. 

Every step creates 
a chance to pick up 
and spread contami-
nation, often with no 
visible signs.

When transport bi-
osecurity is discussed, 
the focus often lands 
on whether a truck 
has been cleaned and 
disinfected, yet the 
real risk is broader 

than the trailer floor 
alone. 

Loading and un-
loading areas, driver 
movement, equip-
ment handling, wash-
down quality and 
contact with contam-
inated environments 
can all contribute to 
disease spread.

Transport can also 
be viewed as a sur-
veillance opportunity. 

Environmental sam-
pling from trucks 
can help identify 
pathogens circulating 
through a produc-
tion system, giving 
producers better vis-
ibility of what may 
be moving between 
sites.

A range of surveil-
lance tools are avail-

able to support that 
approach. 

One example is 
Genics Pork Mul-
tiPath, which can de-
tect multiple respira-
tory and enteric path-
ogens from a single 
sample. 

Developed with 
support from Aus-
tralian Pork Limited 
research investment, 
this highly sensitive 

and specific pathogen 
detection tool helps 
to strengthen disease 
monitoring and sur-
veillance across pig 
production systems.

To learn more 
about the Genics 
Pork MultiPath, visit 
the Genics website 
by scanning the QR 
code below. 
Australian Pork 
Limited

Transport trucks move more than pigs

Scan for more 
on Genics Pork 
MultiPath.

https://porknews.com.au
https://www.minitube.com
mailto:info@minitube.com.au
https://aussiepumps.com.au
https://www.genics.com.au/porkmultipath/
https://www.minitube.com/catalog/en/header-navigation/events/
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Gallagher (formerly Tresidder Insurance Brokers)

Same Great People
Same Great Location
With Greater Strength
With Greater Capability

AJG.com/au

Brad Tresidder Clarissa Crothers-StompsDean O’Halloran

Caleb AggLuke Chrzanowski Michelle Forbes

Paul Marino

Andrew Medland

Adam Korth

Ashlee Smith Dion Lawson

Brad Tresidder
M:  0488 282 424

E:  Brad.Tresidder@ajg.com.au

Clarissa Crothers-Stomps
M:  0466 469 392

E:  Clarissa.CrothersStomps@ajg.com.au

Karyn HarringtonKaryn Harrington

Dion Lawson

THE Danish national 
election was held on 
the March 24 this 
year, with no clear 
majority at the time. 

After months of ne-
gotiations between the 
parties, a new centre 
left coalition was 
formed with Mette 
Frederiksen con-
tinuing as the Prime 
Minister in her third 
term of office, leading 
a government that has 
shifted more to the 
left. 

As outlined in my 
May article, the pig 
industry dominated 
in the election cam-
paigns of the majority 
of parties, from both 
environmental and 
welfare perspectives. 

This has been an-
swered by the newly 
formed government, 
with the minister for 
agriculture role re-
placed by a minister 
for nature and animal 
welfare, signalling a 
stricter approach to 
the pig industry and 
green transition for 
all agricultural com-
modities. 

The ministry for 
nature and animal 
welfare role will be 
headed by social 
democrat Christian 
Raberg Madsen, who 
will take over respon-
sibilities previously 
held under the Min-
istry of Food, Agri-
culture and Fisheries, 

formerly led by Jacob 
Jensen, member of 
Venstre, Denmark’s 
Liberal Party.

It is the first time in 
130 years that Den-
mark will not have 
a dedicated agricul-
tural minister and is 
the first country in 
the European Union 
without a dedicated 
ministry for the agri-
food sector. 

This is in contra-
diction to the general 
approach of the EU, 
which has had more 
of a focus on food se-
curity. 

The Danish agricul-
tural portfolio will be 
distributed between 
five ministries under 
the new government:

•	Ministry for Na-
ture and Animal Wel-
fare – overseeing the 
traditional farming 
policies and industry

•	Ministry for the 
Environment – over-
seeing fisheries and 
environmental regula-
tion

•	Ministry of Jus-
tice – responsible for 

enforcing the Animal 
Welfare Act

•	Ministry of In-
dustry, Business and 
Financial Affairs – 
managing food safety, 
health, food supply 
and the Plant-Based 
Foods Fund.

•	Ministry of Trans-
port – will handle 
any residual duties, 
including the specific 
compensation related 
to the closure of the 
Danish mink farming 
industry.

Upon the announce-
ment of the new gov-
ernment, Mette Fred-
eriksen said that the 
new administration 
would address the 
needs of “the people 
who are in Denmark 
and for the genera-
tions to come and also 
for the animals” and 
will create a commis-
sion to “comprehen-
sively restructure” the 
pig sector. 

The roadmap for 
such a restructure or 
what that entails re-
mains as yet unclear. 

Denmark’s new ministerial role
DOCTOR Robert van 
Barneveld has stepped 
down as group chief 
executive officer and 
managing director of 
SunPork, bringing to 
a close more than a 
decade of leadership 
and contribution to 
the Australian pork 
industry.

Rob joined SunPork 
in 2013 as chair of 
the Board before be-
coming the compa-
ny’s inaugural group 
CEO and MD in 2016.

During his time with 
SunPork, he became 
a prominent figure 
across Australian ag-
riculture, combining 
his background as a 
scientist with a strong 
focus on research, in-
novation, commercial 
development, animal 
welfare and industry 
collaboration.

His influence has 
extended well beyond 
SunPork and pork 
production.

Rob has been closely 
involved in the de-
velopment of Autism 
CRC, helping to de-
velop the concept and 
program, and leading 
the successful bid 
for Commonwealth 
funding. 

He became chair of 
Autism CRC in 2017, 
a position he held until 
June 30 this year.

That work also found 
a practical connec-
tion with agriculture 

through SunPork’s 
Autism and Agricul-
ture program, which 
created employment 
opportunities for au-
tistic adults in spe-
cialist animal-care 
roles at the company’s 
Queensland piggeries.

The program was 
developed through 
collaboration between 
SunPork Farms, Au-
tism CRC, the CRC 
for High Integrity 
Australian Pork and 
Specialisterne Aus-
tralia. 

It demonstrated how 
agriculture could 
create meaningful 
employment opportu-
nities by recognising 
and harnessing the 
strengths of autistic 
workers.

For many in the 
Australian pork in-
dustry, however, one 
of Rob’s most signifi-
cant contributions has 
been his investment in 
people.

He has played an im-
portant role in men-
toring and developing 
the next generation 
of industry leaders, 
sharing his knowledge 
and experience, and 
encouraging others to 
take on greater roles 
within the sector.

His career has also 
been closely linked 
with pork research 
and innovation. 

Rob has worked as 
a researcher within 
several cooperative 

research centres and 
served as a director of 
the Pork CRC, while 
continuing to support 
research commercial-
isation and industry 
development.

Rob’s departure 
marks the end of an 
era for SunPork and 
the broader Australian 
pork industry.

His legacy is one of 
leadership, scientific 
thinking, innovation 
and a willingness to 
look beyond tradi-
tional industry bound-
aries for new ideas 
and opportunities.

From advancing 
pork research and 

developing people to 
championing new ap-
proaches to workforce 
participation through 
the Autism and Agri-
culture program, Rob 
has left his mark on 
both the pork industry 
and Australian agri-
culture more broadly.

As he steps away 
from the SunPork 
CEO role, his influ-
ence is likely to con-
tinue through the 
people he has men-
tored, the research 
and innovation he has 
supported and the ini-
tiatives he has helped 
establish over more 
than a decade. 

Dr Robert van Barneveld

Nordic 
News  

by ASHLEY NORVAL

Farewell to major pork industry figure

https://porknews.com.au
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THE 2026 Intercolle-
giate Meat Judging Na-
tional Conference and 
Competition in Wagga 
Wagga NSW brought 
together more than 
160 participants from 
Australia, the US and 
Japan, reinforcing its 
reputation as the pre-
mier pipeline and de-
velopment program 
for future red meat in-
dustry professionals. 

The event combined 
technical judging com-
petitions, industry 
workshops, networking 
opportunities and ca-
reer development activ-
ities, exposing students 
to every stage of the 
meat supply chain. 
Pork takes centre 
stage

Pork played a promi-
nent role throughout 
the 2026 conference, 
highlighting the in-
dustry’s priorities and 
the range of career op-
portunities across the 
supply chain. 

One of the key tech-
nical presentations was 
delivered by APL’s 
integrity and product 
quality program man-
ager Dr Vaibhav Gole, 
highlighting some of 
the key factors influ-
encing pork-eating 
quality and how the 
industry is working to 
deliver more consistent 
consumer eating expe-
riences.

Dr Gole explained 
that muscle pH is a 
critical driver of pork 
quality. 

High or low ultimate 
pH – the stable pH level 
a carcass reaches ap-
proximately 24 hours 
post-mortem – can 
negatively affect yield, 
colour, drip loss and 
overall eating quality. 

Factors such as ge-
netics, extended periods 
of feed, stressful pre-
slaughter handling and 
chiller management can 
all influence muscle pH 
and eating quality.

Boar taint, linked to 
androstenone and ska-
tole, also continues to 
be a significant cause 
of consumer rejection 
due to associated un-
pleasant odour and fla-
vour. 

However, widespread 
adoption of immuno-
castration on Aussie 
farms – about 60 per-
cent of male pigs – has 
greatly reduced the risk. 

While the pork in-

dustry continues to im-
prove factors within the 
supply chain, Dr Gole 
emphasised that over-
cooking remains the 
leading cause of poor 
consumer experiences, 
often resulting in dry 
tough pork. 

To address this chal-
lenge, both consumer 
education and product 
innovations such as 
moisture-infused pork 
are important, which 
helps maintain juici-
ness, reduce the impact 
of overcooking and de-
liver a more consistent 
eating experience even 
when cooking practices 
vary.

Beyond the compe-
tition itself, students 

participated in pork 
carcass breakdown and 
utilisation workshops 
led by Luke Leyson, 
AMIC’s 2026 Young 
Small Goods Cham-
pion. 

These sessions fo-
cused on value-adding 
opportunities, product 
utilisation and maxim-
ising carcass value. 

Attendees also heard 
from Black Label Berk-
shires’ Linton Batt, who 
shared insights into 
building a premium 
pork brand and the op-
portunities that exist 
within value-added 
pork production.
Pork judging compe-
tition highlights

The pork compo-

nent of the competi-
tion tested students’ 
abilities to assess pork 
carcasses, primal cuts 
and retail cuts against 
industry standards 
for yield, quality and 
value. 

A major highlight was 
the performance of the 
University of Queens-
land, which won the 
Pork Judging Cham-
pion Team title. 

APL would like to 
congratulate all result 
winners and the ICMJ 
committee for a very 
successful 2026 na-
tional competition and 
conference. 
Rowena Davis
APL Industry  
Capability Manager

BOTH Australian 
Pork Limited and 
Australasian Pork 
Research Institute 
Limited are pleased 
to announce the na-
tional pork industry’s 
nine research and de-
velopment priorities 
for 2026-27, as de-
termined through the 
annual Green Paper 
process. 

Shaped by the 
people who know the 
industry best, these 
priorities put pro-
ducer levies to work 
across the supply 
chain, with a focus 
on productivity and 
profitability, sustain-
ability, animal well-
being, biosecurity 
preparedness and 
long-term industry 
resilience.

The Green Paper 
process, led by the 
chief scientist for 
the Australian pork 
industry, brings to-
gether the Pork In-
dustry Insight Panel 
through a structured 
framework to iden-
tify industry chal-
lenges, emerging 

opportunities and fu-
ture research needs. 

The 2025 PIIP 
came together for 
an online workshop 
in September 2025 
and comprised some 
APL and APRIL 
Board members and 
staff, together with a 
range of invited pro-
ducers, processors, 
researchers and re-
search providers and 
industry personnel.

Invitees unable to 
attend also forwarded 
comments for input 
to the workshop.

The Green Paper 
was then developed 
from this collabora-
tive process by the 
chief scientist, with 
the 2026-27 priori-
ties designed to sup-
port practical out-
comes for producers, 
processors and the 
broader pork supply 
chain.

APL and APRIL 
are committed to en-
suring producers re-
ceive a strong return 
on their levy invest-
ment through im-
pactful research and 

development, along 
with meaningful ex-
tension.

This process helps 
ensure research re-
mains focused on 
what producers actu-
ally need, translates 
into on-farm and 
supply-chain ben-
efits and supports 
the sector’s ability to 
respond to changing 
market, environ-
mental and commu-
nity expectations.

Research priorities 
for 2026-27 target the 
nine priority areas 
identified as part of 
the 2025 Green Paper 
– Environment and 
Emissions, Feeding 
and Nutrition, 
Human Capacity 
and Society, Data 
and Information, Pig 
Genetics, Pig Care 
and Wellbeing, Pig 
Health and Antimi-
crobial Stewardship, 
Pig Processing and 
Meat Quality and 
Retail.

Key research areas 
for each priority are 
outlined below.
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Partnering in microbial solutions for a changing world.

Using sound science, proven results and knowledge from experience, Lallemand Animal 
Nutrition helps our customers and industry partners be more successful – and animals 
lead healthier lives.
Lallemand Animal Nutrition provides a full range of speci�c microbial products, services 
and solutions that improve animal performance, and support their health and well-being
while respecting animals, people and the environment.
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Your levies at work

2026 ICMJ Competition had strong pork focus
Long-term supporter, APL was heavily involved across the event.

* continued P15
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Sam Custodio 
Key Account Manager Livestock - Western Vic & SA 
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Craig McCann
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Dr Peter Bracken 
Technical Services Manager ANZ - Livestock 
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Ashley McAllister
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📱📱 +61 439 605 339 
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THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 
Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my CardHere’s my Card

1300 059 003
sales@polytex.net.au
www.polytex.net.au

Eco Shelter Systems
Replacement Covers
Piggery Blinds
Piggery Shade
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P +61 409 049 793 
E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au 

Stuart Wilkinson 
P +61 414 487 882 
E stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au 

Doug Pearson 
P +61 408 735 185 
E doug.pearson@feedworks.com.au 

Terence Sibanda 
P +61 448 791 413 
E terence.sibanda@feedworks.com.au 

www.feedworks.com.au www.paxoma.com.au 

Adrian Kelly 
P +61 438 187 531 
E adrian.kelly@feedworks.com.au 
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185 Thomas Street
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Murray Bridge SA 5253
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E aaron@jacksonsaustralia.com 
W www.jacksonsaustralia.com

Aaron Hines
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The Science of Healthier Animals
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The Science of Healthier Animals
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The Science of Healthier Animals
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CLEAR DRAINS FAST

Aussie Pumps 02 8865 3500
aussiepumps.com.au

COBRA DELUXE JETTERS

from

$9,425
+GST

Ÿ 4,000 psi, 20 lpm flow

Ÿ Class A - no cert required
Ÿ 316 Stainless Steel Reel & Frame

SAVE 
$2,198

Fast & effective high 
pressure cleaning

Call Aussie for details.
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Environment and 
Emissions

•	Improve water, nu-
trient and effluent man-
agement across farms 
and processors

•	Develop validated 
odour and emissions as-
sessment and emissions 
reduction methods

•	Explore low-cost 
gas capture, energy re-
covery and by-product 
opportunities.
Feeding and Nutrition

•	Optimise breeding 
herd nutrition to im-
prove piglet viability, 
lactation and sow lon-
gevity

•	Improve rapid feed 

quality analysis and 
update nutrient require-
ments

•	Investigate nutrition 
strategies that improve 
carcass composition 
and feed efficiency

•	Track feedstock 
availability, cost and 
practice trends in Aus-
tralia and overseas.
Human Capacity and 
Society

•	Use technologies 
and strategies to ad-
dress labour challenges

•	Provide objective 
industry information to 
stakeholders and gov-
ernment

•	Strengthen the in-
dustry narrative on food 

supply, animal welfare 
and community contri-
bution.
Data and Information

•	Automate data cap-
ture to improve housing, 
effluent, labour and pig 
management

•	Apply AI to welfare 
assessment at key pro-
duction and processing 
points.
Pig Genetics

•	Assess supply-chain 
impacts of increasing 
litter size through ben-
efit-cost analysis

•	Accelerate genetic 
gain and heterotic ef-
fects in key industry 
traits

•	Improve under-

standing of genotype-
by-environment inter-
actions.
Pig Care and  
Wellbeing 

•	Develop practical 
enrichment options for 
all production phases

•	Improve objective 
assessment of well-
being, pain and positive 
welfare indicators

•	Explore feed ad-
ditives and nutrition 
strategies that support 
welfare.
Pig Health and  
Antimicrobial  
Stewardship

•	Limit reliance on 
antibiotics through im-
proved medication use, 

vaccines and alterna-
tives

•	Prevent and manage 
farm-to-farm disease 
incursions, including 
aerosol transmission

•	Develop early detec-
tion tools for sick pigs 
and rapid pathogen 
testing

•	Support regional 
eradication of signifi-
cant diseases.
Pig Processing and 
Meat Quality

•	Use AI to improve 
quality control and re-
duce contamination 
risks

•	Improve yield, re-
duce waste, lower en-
ergy and water costs, 

and support compliance
•	Develop value-added 

pork products and sus-
tainable packaging op-
tions

•	Improve eating 
quality and better link 
on-farm factors to final 
product quality.
Retail

•	Assess how weight 
loss medications may 
affect pork demand and 
consumption

•	Promote pork’s nu-
tritional value

•	Develop higher-
value fresh Australian 
pork products.

Together, these pri-
orities provide a clear 
roadmap for research 

that is practical, built 
around what producers 
need and aligned with 
the needs of the whole 
supply chain and will 
be reflected in the joint 
APL/APRIL research 
calls. 

APL will call for in-
dustry priority projects 
on September 1, 2026 
and APRIL will call for 
innovation projects in 
February 2027.

The full 2025 Green 
Paper summary is 
available in the re-
source library on the 
APL website. 
Dr Rebecca  
Morrisson
APL GM RI&E

Your levies at work as industry sets research agenda for 2026-27
* from P13
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We embrace new technologies and the opportunities that they bring

We are passionate about enhancing both your experience and your business by using 
the latest technology and insights to develop the best, most complete solutions for the 
challenges facing the swine industry. 

Our mission extends beyond addressing your immediate needs; we’re dedicated to 
creating a better future for generations to come.

Contact your local Boehringer Ingelheim Livestock representative to discuss how 
together we can build the resilience needed to withstand the challenges ahead.

Together, we get it right.

Life forward

The path ahead can  
seem unclear 

Building resilience to withstand 
any challenges, together
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