
WE had a very suc-
cessful event at Parlia-
ment House on Thurs-
day, August 28 for the 
launch of the Austral-
ian Pork Limited Stra-
tegic Plan 2015-2020.  

There was a great turn 
up of senators and mem-
bers of parliament, their 
staff, the media, indus-
try stakeholders and the 
APL Board, manage-
ment and staff.  

Everyone was treated 
to a delicious pork 
steak roll cooked under 
the supervision of our 
celebrity butcher and 
chef, Anthony Puharich 
of Ask the Butcher fame.  

Agriculture Minister 
Barnaby Joyce formal-
ly launched the plan, 
speaking after APL 
chair Enzo Allara. 

APL members can 
catch up on all the details 
of the launch including 
media releases, photos 
and videos through the 
weekly communiqué (as 
well as access a copy of 
the new plan). 

The launch got quite 
a bit of media cover-
age, and some focused 
on the predictions of 
an increase in pig/pork 
prices over the coming 
five years. 

These price increases 
are predicted on the ba-
sis of expectations that 
demand for pork will 
keep one step ahead of 
supply – an outcome 
that APL works very 
hard to achieve based 
on our ongoing promo-
tional plans and market 
development activities.

The second strategy 
within the new plan is en-
titled ‘Building Markets’. 

It encompasses all the 
activities around our 
consumer and market 
research, which informs 
our further in-market 
activities, as well as 
the domestic and inter-
national market devel-
opment efforts.

APL considers itself 
to be very much an ev-
idence-based organisa-
tion, and our annual re-
search and development 
program includes sub-
stantial resources being 
directed towards having 
a greater understanding 
of the requirements and 
segments of our markets 
and the desires of our 
consumers.  

The information this 
generates enables us 
to know what sort of 
products will best meet 
the needs of our cus-
tomers, what consumer 
segments are the most 
productive for us to tar-
get, what messages they 
are most responsive to 
and what media chan-
nels are the best through 
which to communicate 
with them. 

Acting on this know-
ledge enables us to be 

much more targeted and 
in the end much more 
efficient with the ex-
penditure of our promo-
tional budget.

Market development is 
a never-ending activity 
– it’s like a journey and 
not a destination. 

Our relations with key 
domestic retailer seg-
ments require constant 
maintenance – super-
market chains and the 
butcher trade alike. 

Similarly for the food 
service area, support-
ing our ongoing close 
relations with industry 
chefs and restaurateurs, 
particularly through the 
PorkStar campaign, is 
something we have been 
developing and con-
stantly fine-tuning for 
almost a decade.

However, international 
market development is 
an area that we have not 
been focusing on for the 
past several years. 

This is changing in the 
new plan. 

The love of pork, de-
veloping wealth and 
food integrity challeng-
es to our north are build-
ing a new era of op-

portunity for Australian 
pork – opportunity that 
we think it is timely to 
realise.

Consistent with our 
evidence basis, we will 
be patient and struc-
tured in how we now 
seek to build a sustain-
able pork export busi-
ness to our north, in 
markets where we are 
already doing business 
such as Singapore and 
Hong Kong, as well as 
markets where we are 
not doing significant 

business  such as China 
where we are still to 
gain market access.

Chinese market access 
is a specific challenge 
for the industry to ad-
dress, and the negotia-
tions to develop this ac-
cess are expected to take 
a number of years. 

Access is a technical 
task undertaken through 
government-to-govern-
ment negotiations and 
we will be supporting 
the Australian Depart-
ment of Agriculture in 
these discussions. 

In parallel, those sup-
ply chains interested in 
developing their own 
export business will 
be encouraged to work 
with APL to build a 
successful future Aus-
tralian pork product 
concept and position-
ing in Asia.

What is clear is that 
whatever we are market-
ing into Asia in future, 
it will not be competing 
generically with other 
pork – our product will 
be a premium offering 
built around health, nat-
uralness and safety; the 
things we do best. 
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Point of View
by ANDREW SPENCER CEO

Agriculture ‘boss hog’ 
launches APL Strategic Plan

Anthony Puharich, Enzo Allara, Barnaby Joyce and Andrew Spencer launched 
APL’s Strategic Plan.

Pork plans for even 
greater success
AGRICULTURE Min-
ister Barnaby Joyce and 
Australian Pork Limited 
chairman Enzo Allara 
recently hosted a gath-
ering of pork producers, 
industry representatives 
and pork connoisseurs to 
launch APL’s five-year 
plan for Australia’s pork 
industry. 

Minister Joyce said 
APL’s Strategic Plan 
2015-2020 reflected the 
progressive nature of Aus-
tralia’s pork industry and 
outlined the industry’s vi-
sion to grow the $1 billion 
a year sector.

“Consumers around the 
world want safe and sus-
tainably produced food 
and Australia’s pork in-
dustry, with its high-qual-
ity product, is well posi-
tioned to meet this grow-
ing demand and generate 
some real returns to the 
farm gate,” he said.

“I congratulate APL and 
the pork industry more 
broadly for demonstrating 
a real passion and com-

mitment to their industry.
“The pork industry is 

vital for many rural and 
regional communities and 
underpins jobs and live-
lihoods throughout Aus-
tralia. 

“The Government fully 
supports the industry and 
is committed to its long-
term future in this coun-
try.

“The focus of this new 
Strategic Plan is about an-
ticipating and responding 
to emerging consumer op-
portunities and commu-
nity expectations, while 
significantly improving 
pig producer revenues. 

“An additional element 
of the plan is to identify 
and expand business op-
portunities in new mar-
kets, both internationally 
and domestically.”

Minister Joyce said Aus-
tralian pork producers are 
some of the world lead-
ers in animal welfare and 
that all Australians can be 
proud of the industry vol-
untarily phasing out the 

use of sow stalls.
APL chairman Enzo 

Allara said since the 
launch of the last Stra-
tegic Plan in 2009,  the 
industry had been con-
scious of the need to be 
proactive and progres-
sive in the implementa-
tion of change so it will 
bring long-term benefits 
to consumers, commu-
nity and pig producers. 

“We believe the Austral-
ian community should feel 
comfortable in the know-
ledge that this Strategic 
Plan represents positive 
benefits for not only our 
industry but for the wider 
community,” he said.

“Australians can feel 
proud of their pork indus-
try as one which operates 
responsibly and ethically 
in the production of nu-
tritious and affordable 
food.” 

Among the invitees was 
celebrity butcher Anthony 
Puharich as host chef, 
who prepared a barbecue 
pork lunch for guests. 
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IT’S been a while since 
I provided an update on 
our projects undertaken 
in 2013/14, so I would 
like to give a brief sum-
mary of our research 
programs.
Production

A multisite lysine titra-
tion study under commer-
cial conditions indicated 
that the lysine require-
ment for finishing pigs of 
modern Australian geno-
types was substantially 
higher than that being 
used commercially. 

The successful outcomes 
from the optimum lysine 
requirement for the mod-
ern pig were disseminated 
to all the major industry 
pig nutritionists and feed 
additive company nutri-
tionists. 

The results from a num-
ber of projects to investi-
gate feed ingredients and 
management strategies to 
enhance grower-finisher 
pig feed conversion ratios 
have not been very en-
couraging. 

The outcome of this 
program is that outside 
of porcine somatotropin 
and ractopamine, we have 
been unable to identify al-
ternative means to further 
improve grower-finisher 
FCR (noting that Austral-
ia is already comparable 
with the US and European 
Union). 

Feed conversion re-
search activities focused 
on nutritional strategies 
to attenuate the impact 
of poor environments; 
nutritional interventions 
to reduce variation up 
to slaughter; strategies 
to alleviate the effect of 
weaning on the growth 
and performance of the 
weaned piglet; and the 
suitability of pST to im-
prove the feed utilisation 
of compromised weaners. 

The inclusion of cinna-
mon in the diet of the 
finisher pig did appear to 
improve growth rate and 
feed efficiency, but these 
effects were temporary 
and only evident over a 
three-week period. 

The development of a 
slow-release polymer to 
enable a single-shot re-
gime for pST delivery has 
proved to be promising 
and studies are proposed 
to be conducted on-farm 
once the polymer devel-
opment experiments in 
grower-finisher pigs are 
completed.

Reducing reproductive 
waste activities focused 
on strategies to improve 
mated gilt retention to 70 
percent or above; the ef-
fect of lameness on mated 
gilt retention; techniques 
to reduce stillbirths and 
early pre-weaning losses 
of piglets; hormonal in-
dicators to select for sow 
longevity; and identifica-
tion of risk factors and 
influencers on the prema-
ture loss of sows. 

The Seasonal Infertil-
ity Manual, prepared in 
collaboration with the 
Pork CRC, was released 
coinciding with summer 
and disseminated to all 
Australian Pork Limited 
members. 

Outcomes of research 
investigating increased 

fibre and carbohydrate 
content in gestating and 
lactating sow diets to im-
prove reproductive per-
formance have proven to 
be indifferent.  

Four online units of 
competency were devel-
oped from Pigs in Space 
II and uploaded to the 
APL website, with pro-
ducers notified at the Pan 
Pacific Pork Expo 2014.
Animal welfare

Activities within welfare 
methodologies projects 
focused on on-farm wel-
fare activities including 
welfare assessment and 
stockperson benchmark-
ing. 

Development of a quali-
tative behavioural assess-
ment tool has been com-
pleted. 

The validation of on-
farm welfare assessments 
of pigs as well as bench-
marking stockperson 
handling metrics on-farm 
is nearing completion. 

The key outcomes in-
clude identification of 
behavioural responses to 
different housing designs 
and development, appli-
cation of a QBA tool to 
capture positive aspects 
of pig welfare as well as 
affective state of the ani-
mals, and validation of 
welfare assessment and 
benchmarking on com-
mercial farms.  

The welfare assessment 
on farm data has also 
been presented at 2014 
sow housing refresher 
workshops.

The other animal wel-
fare initiatives and activi-
ties include the redevel-
opment of ProHand, in 
addition to on-farm wel-
fare activities regarding 
pain relief and alleviation 
of responses to adverse 
stimuli. 

Pain relief activities 
focused on investigation 
of pain relief during hus-
bandry procedures. 

Project achievements 
include engaging inter-
national institutions and 
experts including Prof 
Temple Grandin to be in-
volved in the redevelop-
ment of ProHand; tools 
to assess pig responses to 
adverse stimuli including 
best practice manage-
ment; and determination 
of most suitable com-
pound and appropriate 
timing for delivery of pain 
relief.
Environment

The innovation and up-
take of best management 
practice project outcomes 
disseminated to industry 
include the manure and 
effluent and reuse guide-
lines and incorporate a 
glove box guide that al-
lows producers to quan-
tify manure nutrients for 

reuse as well as providing 
a method to place value on 
the nutrients. 

The project shows that 
an economic advantage of 
about $156/ha in apply-
ing five tonnes /ha spent 
bedding compared to 
equivalent rates of con-
ventional fertilisers can 
be achieved. 

Results show that add-
ing amendments, espe-
cially composts, mature 
stockpiles and pelletised 
products could enhance 
carbon sequestration, 
plant growth and disease 
suppression in relation to 
rhizoctonia, which costs 
$77 million in grain yield 
lost every year.  

A number of projects 
have been conducted on 
biogas, including a study 
of microbial communities 
that found piggery bio-
gas ponds to be relatively 
robust regarding fluctua-
tions in feedstock.

The project also identi-
fied other feed additives 
detrimental to effluent 
ponds. 

Consultation with gas 
safety regulators on APL’s 
biogas code has conclud-
ed and has been very well 
received. 

Concurrently a gas safety 
management plan is in de-
velopment, which will as-
sist producers during the 
planning and operational 
phase of a biogas plant. 

The Pork Industry 
Greenhouse Gas Calcu-
lator program has con-
ducted seven workshops, 
34 one-on-one consulta-
tions and identified that 
an average greenhouse 
gas emissions savings of 
42 percent was possible 
across all modelled pig-
geries. 

To assist producers with 

planning and regulation, 
an electronic environ-
mental management plan 
template for conventional 
and rotational outdoors 
has been developed and is 
available for download for 
producers.

Energy usage was es-
tablished for conventional 
piggeries with energy pro-
files measured across a 
range of natural and tun-
nel-ventilated piggeries.  

Significant variation in 
energy use across similar 
production systems indi-
cates opportunity for en-
ergy use improvement and 
significant cost savings. 

Factsheets have been de-
veloped on the results and 
measurement and moni-
toring of energy use.  

The National Agricul-
tural Manure Management 
Program, funded by Re-
search and Development 
Corporations and the Aus-
tralian Government, is co-
ordinated by APL. 

This cross-sectoral pro-
gram leverages funding to 
address common issues, 
share knowledge, maxim-
ise research efficiencies 
and significantly reduce 
research timeframes. 

Results to date indicate 
significant GHG emission 
reductions from changed 
management, new tech-
nologies and alternative 
fertilisers as well as other 
benefits such as improved 
fertiliser value, replacing 
conventional fertiliser 
use, reductions in odour 
and soil conditioner, im-
proved water retention 
and soil structure, and ad-
ditional income streams 
through fertiliser and car-
bon trading.

A comprehensive sum-
mary of research and as-
sociated technologies for 
potential application to 
piggery waste was ob-
tained. 

The summary also iden-
tified technologies that 
are currently not viable 
for the industry as well as 
others for future consid-
eration. 

Twenty-one technol-
ogies ranging from mi-
crobial fuel cells to lime 
stabilisation were consid-
ered, with seven technol-
ogies in the areas of sol-
ids treatment, wastewater 

treatment and wastewater 
polishing shortlisted for 
further evaluation. 

Of these, dry fermenta-
tion, pre-treatment, plug-
flow digesters and acidifi-
cation may have potential 
for further research.
Biosecurity

The foot and mouth 
disease vulnerabilities 
project is a package of 
research activities being 
conducted to better pre-
pare Australian livestock 
industries for an out-
break of FMD to enable 
Australia to optimise its 
joint industry/government 
investment in the FMD 
antigen bank held in the 
United Kingdom. 

One of the major out-
comes of this project has 
been the strengthening 
of ties between the in-
ternational FMD research 
community and Austral-
ian scientists, particularly 
within the Asian region. 

Practical experience in 
FMD control and eradica-
tion within Asia will also 
assist Australia with man-
agement during an FMD 
outbreak.

The exotic disease re-
search and development 
project covers a number 
of research, development 
and extension activities 
investigating the risks as-
sociated with, and mitiga-
tion strategies for, a range 
of exotic diseases such as 
FMD, porcine reproduc-
tive and respiratory syn-
drome, African swine fe-
ver and porcine epidemic 
diarrhoea virus. 

These activities involve 
the conduct of scientific 
literature reviews, off-site 
vaccination protocol de-
velopment, modelling (of 
both domestic and feral 
pig populations) and peer 
reviews of the outcomes 
from previous APL fund-
ed R&D projects. 

Key outcomes include 
the prioritisation of ex-
otic diseases as in keep-
ing with the recommenda-
tions of the Beale report, 
modelling of PRRS in-
cursions in Australian in-
dustry to determine eco-
nomic and non-tangible 
impacts, and provision 
of timely producer alerts 

07 3286 1833

porknews.com.au

Pig Industry
Calendar of Events

2014
SEP 10 – Pig Breeding and Artificial 
Insemination (AI) Workshops, Forbes 
NSW Ph: 02 6763 1257 E: jayce.morgan@
dpi.nsw.gov.au
SEP 16 - 19 – SPACE, Reenes, France 
http://uk.space.fr/
SEP 17 – Pig Breeding and Artificial 
Insemination (AI) Workshops, 
Woolongbar Research  Station NSW Ph: 
02 6763 1257 E: jayce.morgan@dpi.nsw.
gov.au
SEP 18 – APL/Pork CRC Annual Update, 
Shepparton VIC Ph: 03 5488 2306 E: pat.
mitchell@australianpork.com.au www.au 
stralianpork.com.au
SEP 18 – Bioenergy Australia Meeting, 
Campbell, ACT www.bioenergyaustralia.
org
SEP 24 – PigGas Producers Workshop, 
Murray Bridge SA Ph: Ian Kruger 0401 365 
588 E: iankrugerconsulting@gmail.com
SEP 23 - 25 – VIV China, Beijing, China 
www.vivchina.nl
SEP 26 – APL/Pork CRC Annual Update, 
Toowoomba QLD Ph: 02 6270 8820 E: 
robyn.terry@australianpork.com.au 
www.australianpork.com.au
SEP 30 – PigGas Producers Workshop, 
Shepparton VIC Ph: Ian Kruger 0401 365 
588 E: iankrugerconsulting@gmail.com 
OCT 1 – APL/Pork CRC Annual Update, 
Roseworthy SA Ph: 02 6270 8820 E: robyn.
terry@australianpork.com.au www.aus 
tralianpork.com.au
OCT 14 – APL/Pork CRC Annual Update, 
Young NSW Ph: 02 9478 1066 E: cullc@
nswfarmers.org.au
OCT 15 - 17 – Vietstock 2014, Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam www.vietstock.org
OCT 16 - 17 – Biomin’s World Nutrition 
Forum, Munich, Germany www.
worldnutritionforum.info/wnf/index.html
OCT 17 – APL/Pork CRC Annual Update, 
Perth WA Ph: 0417 702 692 E: richard.
evison@westpork.com.au www.australia 
npork.com.au
OCT 20 - 21 – National Farmers’ Federation 
National Congress, Canberra ACT www.
congress.nff.org.au 
OCT 20 - 21 – Pork CRC Benchmarking 
Project Annual Meeting, Melbourne 
VIC, Ph: 03 5721 8231 E: rowanohagan@
bigpond.com 
OCT 22 – APL/Pork CRC Annual Update, 
Longford TAS Ph: 02 6270 8820 E: robyn.
terry@australianpork.com.au www.aus 
tralianpork.com.au 
OCT 29 – (ISAE) Annual Meeting, Sydney 
NSW E: rebecca.doyle@unimelb.edu.au
NOV 11 - 14 – EuroTier 2014, Hanover, 
Germany www.eurotier.com
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from the publisher. It is the responsibility of advertisers to ensure the correctness of their claims and state-
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How to supply event details: Send all details 
to Australian Pork Newspaper, PO Box 387, 
Cleveland, Qld 4163, fax: 07 3821 2637, 
email: ben@porknews.com.au

Research updates for 2013/14

by DARRYL D’SOUZA PhD
Research and Innovation

General Manager

☛ continued P3

PIGGERY MANAGER
    We are seeking an experienced Piggery Manager to join our management team. 

The successful applicant will have demonstrated achievements in both pig and 
people management, be driven by continuous improvement, plus be energetic and 

resourceful with good communication, organisational and team building skills. 

   The piggery is situated at Lake Albert which is 5km from the township of 
Meningie.  The 1000 breeder unit is a daughter nucleus herd for other breeder 
sites and is currently in the process of being repopulated and so boasts a very 

high health status.  APFG is the third largest pork producer in Australia and has a 
very strong focus on both welfare and quality assurance. 

  The person we seek will lead a team of six people initially.  A competitive 
compensation package is available for the successful applicant and will be 

commensurate with experience.  A three bedroom house is available on the 
site.  We offer a challenging and stimulating work environment with good career 

development. Further opportunity for advancement will also be available. 

Please send a letter of interest and CV to  
David Hodgson daveandco2@bigpond.com.au

Australian Pork Farms Group
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about PEDv outbreaks in 
North America.

The contribution of the 
Biosecurity Strategic 
Review Panel to enable 
closer communication 
with the Department of 
Agriculture and other ex-
perts has been a highlight 
and a valuable contributor 
to industry’s biosecurity 
endeavours and priorities.
Food safety

The Pork Processor Re-
ferral Group was estab-
lished by APL as a key 
forum for discussion of 
key issues affecting pork 
processors, including in-
spection reform, assisting 
APL with identifying and 
prioritising projects and 
obtaining support for its 
direct involvement in food 
safety R&D activities.  

The group has met twice 
over the past 12 months. 

The abattoir process 
control project, involving 
all seven export proces-
sors with support from 
the Department of Ag-
riculture, commenced in 
January 2014. 

This project is determin-
ing whether microbiologi-
cal monitoring programs 
used by export pork pro-
cessors can be refined to 
drive continual improve-
ment in hygiene perform-
ance and identify process-
ing problems in both the 
abattoir and boning room. 

A scoping study to de-
termine a set of principles 
for consistent collection 
and reporting of ante and 
post-mortem condemna-
tions and associated pa-
thology by processors for 

their use, as well as by 
veterinarians, producers 
and regulators was also 
supported by the PPRG, 
with findings to be re-
ported by November 2014.  
Traceability

Physi-Trace is a trace-
ability tool that uses trace 
element profiles, chemi-
cal and organic markers 
to discriminate between 
pork samples based on re-
gion of origin. 

Trace metal analysis 
was conducted on im-
ported and Australian 
processed ham and ba-
con samples and used to 
verify country of origin 
labelling, demonstrating 
Physi-Trace’s ability to 
verify label claims such 
as PorkMark and Prod-
uct of Australia. 

A ractopamine detection 
methodology was devel-
oped to detect levels in 
pork meat and used with 
ham and bacon samples 
sourced at retail to dem-
onstrate compliance with 
retailer standards. 

Revised Physi-Trace 
sampling protocols have 
also been implemented to 
reduce costs associated 
with collection of pork 
samples and sampling has 
now commenced by three 
additional processors. 

A round-robin exercise 
is in progress to identify 
new laboratories capable 
of undertaking trace met-
al elemental analysis.
Technology adoption 
and industry capability

APL hosts and sup-
ports a range of industry 
events that enable interac-
tion among producers and 
stakeholders as well as the 

collection and process-
ing of information on the 
latest research outcomes 
and/or technologies. 

More than 260 people 
participated in the APL/
Pork CRC Roadshows in 
2013, 110 attended the 
Successful Group Hous-
ing Systems for Dry Sows 
technical workshops in 
Toowoomba and Mel-
bourne in April 2014, and 
a record number of par-
ticipants attended PPPE 
in May 2014, with 576 
registrations. 

APL also sponsored a 
number of travel awards 
used for researchers to 
present and network at 
international conferences 
and report their findings 
back to the Australian 
pork industry.

APL has finally updated 
it online system to access 
RD&E reports. 

The IPALM database is 
an online repository for 
all APL R&D outcomes 
and is accessible on the 
APL website. 

Webinars, industry pres-
entations and adoption 
case study videos are also 
available online. 

The tracking capabilities 
of these modern commu-
nication methods allow 
APL to evaluate its activi-
ties and investments to as-
sist in determining which 
methods and topics attract 
the most industry interest, 
and to assist in targeting 
future investments of in-
dustry resources.

APL also funded a project 
to adapt CSIRO’s Adoption 
and Diffusion Outcome 
Prediction Tool to create a 
valid and reliable tool for 

assessing adoption poten-
tial across a broad range 
of RD&E activities for the 
pork industry. 

The ADOPT tool will 
assist APL to improve 
measurement and assess-
ment of adoption, predict 
peak levels of adoption 
and time to reach peak 
adoption and help with en-
suring that APL’s RD&E 
outcomes are reaching the 
desired stakeholders. 

It will also enable fac-
tors affecting adoption to 
be considered during pro-
ject design as well as en-
gage in more specifically 
targeted RD&E activities.

The Primary Industries 
Education Foundation is a 
teacher-focused, cross-in-
dustry approach to work-
ing with schools, aimed at 
building capability in the 
primary industries sector 
and improving commu-
nity understanding. 

Now in the fourth year 
of PIEF membership, 
APL continues to support 
the development of educa-
tion resources. 

APL has developed the 
Australian Pork Indus-
try Education Toolkit, 
consisting of resources 
aligned to the new Aus-
tralian curriculum and 
targeted at primary and 
secondary school teachers 
and students. 

The resources provide a 
series of activities to sup-
port teaching and learn-
ing about pork production 
practices and processes. 

The resources have 
been very well received 
by teachers, industry and 
government departments 
and are currently being 

delivered in more than 40 
schools across Australia 
with increasing interest.

For further informa-
tion on any of the topics 
discussed in this column, 
please do not hesitate to 
contact me on 02 6270 
8804 or darryl.dsouza@
australianpork.com.au 

AUSTRALIAN PORK LIMITED
ELECTED DIRECTOR VACANCIES

Nominations are being called for two Australian Pork Limited 
(APL) elected director vacancies. These elected director positions 
will be vacant on Thursday 20 November 2014.

A member of APL or a member of the APL Board can nominate a person/s 
to stand for election. The APL Board HR & Remuneration Committee 
will review all nominations received in line with APL’s Statutory Funding 
Agreement which requires a ‘Skills Based Board’. This means a Board that 
can demonstrate collective expertise against each of the following areas:

Corporate governance;
Pig production;
Production or processing of pig meat;
Product promotion and retail marketing
Market development and international trade;
Research and development, technology transfer, 
commercialisation of research and development and 
innovation;
Conservation and management of natural resources;
Administration of research and development; and

Considering present Board skills, emphasis should be given to the 
highlighted areas above for candidates.

Candidates are required to advise which of the above skill sets they have 
expertise in and how they gained this experience. In addition a short 
curriculum vitae should be provided.

Nominations for this position close on Thursday 16 October 2014.

For further information and to obtain a nomination form contact: 
 

Australian Pork Limited
PO Box 4746, Kingston ACT 2604
Phone: 02 6270 8806
Email: andrew.spencer@australianpork.com.au

We require an experienced production manager to lead 
breeding, production and daily pig farm tasks. This role is an 
active ‘hands-on’ role in our modern piggery supporting staff 
in their tasks whilst meeting production targets. 
The farm is currently 800 sows, batch farrowing; farrow 

insemination and farrowing are required. You will need to 
liaise with management and meet set production targets. 
Having a patient attitude and being able to work with other 
team members will be vital to achieve desired results.
This opportunity is an exciting long-term role for an enthusi-
astic applicant. We are located near the River Murray, 15 km 
from a major town centre providing access to supermarkets, 
a hospital and schools. A generous salary package will be 
tailored, based on individual experience. Housing arrange-
ments are available for the successful applicant.

references.
Email:  riverhavenent@gmail.com or phone  0427 138 919

Pig Production Manager

FARMERS and
FEED MILLERS

FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS OF:

CONTACT:

Bennie St, Industrial Estate, Dalby
Ph (07) 4662 4333

A/Hrs (07) 4663 5534

PTY
LTDSOYA FEEDS

Soya beans used in our meals are NOT genetically modified!

SFMCA 
FeedSafe 
Accredited

We use whole soya beans not gradings
to supply you with a quality meal

Scan the QR code to receive  
an email when the latest digital 

edition of APN is available.

APL research updates for 2013/14
☛ from P2

All involved in the PorkScan project have made tremendous progress and are to be 
congratulated for ultimately bringing the industry a world-class, very cost-effective 
technology. Photo from Pan Pacific Pork Expo 2012.

Board member Prof Rob van Barneveld has played a 
major role in developing the Pork CRC transition plan.

Action stations for Pork CRC
PORK CRC is certain-
ly ‘springing’ into ac-
tion in September, with 
the Australia-wide Pork 
CRC and APL Road-
shows (starting with 
Victoria, September 18 
and finishing with Tas-
mania, October 22), 
Feedworks’s much-an-
ticipated conference on 
the Sunshine Coast from 
September 17-20 and our 
board meeting on Sep-
tember 26 to sign off 
on the financials and ap-
prove investment priori-
ties for 2015/16. 

There is also a very 
important meeting on 

September 30 to estab-
lish a steering commit-
tee for APL investment 
by Specialist Group 3 on 
improving the perform-

ance and survival of gilt 
progeny. 

In between all this I will 
be spending about 10 days 
in the US at some very 

large veterinary and pro-
ducer meetings as well 
as catching up with Dean 
Boyd and other directors 
of The Hanor Family of 
Companies – one of our 
international participants. 

One way or another I 
will be exposed to a lot of 
good information, which 
I will selectively summa-
rise for you when I return.
CRC investments 

In the first three years 
of this Pork CRC we have 
invested about $18 million 
in 130 projects through to 
2014-2015. 

Our Research and De-
velopment Committee and 

Program and Subprogram 
leaders met in August to 
define the research pri-
orities for 2015-2016 and 
beyond. 

These were considered 
by the Pork CRC Board 
on August 22 and sent 
back to Program leaders 
for some fine-tuning and 
additions. 

A call for new proposals 
will be made in October.

We will update you on 
project outcomes at the up-
coming roadshows and at 
all other meetings planned 
for the remainder of 2014.

Initiatives
by DR ROGER CAMPBELL

CEO

☛ continued P4
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Transition plan
At our annual stakehold-

ers meeting in Melbourne 
on November 17 we will 
discuss the latest version 
of our transition plan, that 
is, what business structure 
will replace the Pork CRC 
when it comes to an end in 
2018-2019. 

All CRCs must develop 
a transition plan and I 
think I can say with little 
argument that most have 
struggled. 

However, ours looks 
good and will use income 
from commercialisation 
of our near-infrared spec-
troscopy calibrations and 
other intellectual proper-
ty, membership and funds 
from co-investment in re-
search to significantly en-
hance the funds available 
across industry for R&D. 

Pork CRC Board mem-
ber Prof Rob van Barn-
eveld has played a major 
role in developing the 
plan, which continues to 
be discussed with APL 
and other stakeholders 
and should be near fi-
nalisation in time for our 
stakeholders meeting.
PorkScan working

Pork CRC has been in-
vesting in the further de-
velopment of PorkScan, in 
particular to improve its 
robustness and integrate 
components that enable 
P2 and lean meat yield of 
the carcass and primals 
to be determined at line 
speed.

I can say the technology 
was struggling based on 
previous quarterly reports 
from Heather Channon 
and the PorkScan board 
and looked a little clunky 
when we visited Rivalea a 
couple of years ago.

How things have 
changed for the better. 

We saw the latest Pork-

Scan technology in action 
at Swickers very recently. 

It is far from clunky 
and is being used daily 
to measure carcass P2 
and loin muscle depth and 
now involves a laser scan-
ner, which was operating 
at commercial speeds 
when we visited.

Algorithms now need to 
be developed to determine 
carcass and primal lean 
meat yields from the laser 
scans, and this will occur 
before the end of the year.

The system looked slick 
and very professional and 
all those involved in the 
project have made tre-
mendous progress, and 
I congratulate them for 
bringing the industry a 
world-class but very cost-
effective technology. 

Along with our Pork 
CRC directors, I was most 
impressed. 

The whole industry has 
already benefited from it 
and will receive addition-
al benefits during the next 
12 months.
Western front 

I recently received an 
interesting report from 
Karen Moore and her col-
leagues at the Western 
Australia Department of 
Agriculture and Food on 
the effects of immunocas-
tration – at light (50kg) 
and heavy (80kg) body 
weights and ad libitum 
and restricted feeding – 
on pig performance for 28 
days after the second vac-
cination with Improvac.

The research, which is 
part of Karen’s Pork CRC 
supported PhD, was de-
signed to establish the rea-
sons male pigs vaccinated 
with Improvac become 
fatter and exhibit poorer 
feed efficiency than their 
entire male counterparts. 

Is it because they eat 
more or is it because 
protein deposition capac-
ity declines following the 
second vaccination?

Well, Karen showed that 
both factors contribute to 
the decline in the efficien-
cy of immunocastrates 
and it all starts 14 days 
after the second vaccina-
tion. 

Between 14 and 28 days 
after the second vacci-
nation, pigs vaccinated 
at 80kg ate significantly 
more feed and deposited 
protein at a slower rate 
and fat at a much a faster 
rate than entire males. 

The rate of fat deposi-
tion and the resultant P2 
are shown in Figure 1. 

On average, immuno-
castrates were 2mm fatter 
at similar carcass weight 
than their entire male 
counterparts. 

Interestingly, all this 
was avoided if the second 
vaccination was given at 
a light body weight or if 

pigs were fed restrictively. 
However, both strategies 

resulted in lighter carcass 
weights. 
Selling message

In the short term the best 
way to avoid the increase 
in carcass fat and decline 
in efficiency associated 
with immunocastration is 
to sell the pigs within two 
to three weeks of the sec-
ond vaccination. 

Karen demonstrated that 
testosterone is taken out 
of the system within days 
of the second vaccination. 

We know the boar taint 
compounds androsterone 
and skatole also fall to 
below detectable levels 
within two weeks of the 
second vaccination. 

However, Karen is look-
ing at other strategies to 
minimise the effects of 
immunocastration on feed 
efficiency and carcass fat-
ness.

So did immunocastra-
tion affect eating quality? 

Well, in this case it did.
We’ve invested a lot in 

eating quality and the re-
sults have been interesting 
but inconsistent. 
Cutting comments

I have written previously 
that some cuts, in par-
ticular the loin, can have 
high fail rates based on 
consumer perceptions of 
eating quality, that is, con-
sumers perceive the cuts 
as terrible or below aver-
age and rank them as a 
one or two respectively, 
out of a score of five. 

In previous research in 
WA, Pork CRC support-
ed post-doc Dr Cameron 
Jose found little differ-
ence in the eating qual-
ity scores for females and 
entire males, but discov-
ered that ultimate pH of 
the loin had a marked 
effect on eating quality, 
with the fail rate of the 

loin from females falling 
from around 20 percent to 
only 10 percent when the 
ultimate pH was low or 
normal, respectively. 

For entire males, the ef-
fect of pH was not as pro-
nounced and the fail rate 
of the normal pH loins did 
not reach the Pork CRC 
benchmark of 10 percent.
Not sexy

Karen found sex had no 
effect of on any objective 
measure of meat quality, 
but consumer-based eat-
ing quality and re-buying 
intentions were signifi-
cantly higher for immu-
nocastrates than for entire 
males.

The results are shown in 
Table 1, from which it is 
evident that while the fail 
rate on eating quality was 
20-30 percent (too high), 
the percentage of consum-
er scores in everyday good 
pork (3) and the premium 
categories (4 and 5) was 
70-80 percent for entire 
males and immunocas-
trates respectively, so we 
really don’t have that far 
to go. 

Clearly,  in this case, en-
tire male pigs rated lower 
for both categories than 
immunocastrates.

Frank Dunshea and 
Heather Channon at the 
University of Melbourne 
are completing an eating 
quality project looking 
at processing interven-
tions across three supply 
chains. 

I hope this will take us 
closer to ways and means 
of getting the fail rate of 
cuts down to an ideal 10 
percent, or to be able to 
identify pork likely to fit 
into the different categor-
ies, which is a challenge, 
but I think our researchers 
have made good progress. 

Figure 1: Effects of feeding level and sex on the rate of fat deposition between 
days 14 and 28 following the second vaccination and on carcass P2 at sale at 28 
days after vaccination.

Action stations for Pork CRC
☛ from P3

the breakthrough
Biotronic® Top3

biotronictop3.biomin.net

The Biomin® Per4izer® in Biotronic® 
Top3 damages the outer membrane of 
Gram-negative bacteria thus boosting the 

organic acids and the phytochemical.

Naturally ahead

Quality grade Fail rate 
(%<3)

P-value

1 2 3 4 5

Entires 
Immunised

5.6 24.2 37.1 27.4 5.6 29.8 P=0.007

0.8 19.8 39.7 31.0 8.6 20.7

Re-buying intention Would not 
buy (%<3)

1 2 3 4 5

Entires 
Immunised

14.5 24.2 24.2 21.0 16.1 38.7 P=0.001

8.6 18.1 30.2 29.3 13.8 26.7

Table 1: Percentage of consumer scores for quality grade and re-buying intention 
for entire males and immunised males (n=240).

Karen Moore’s Pork CRC supported PhD should 
establish the reasons male pigs vaccinated with 
Improvac become fatter and exhibit poorer feed effi-
ciency than entire males. 
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Keep up the high standards you set with RespiSure® by vaccinating at Week 3 
with Relsure® PCV. The chimeric PCV1/PCV2 technology makes Relsure® PCV 
the only single-dose vaccine that helps prevent PCV2 viraemia.1 Less viraemia 
means less shed and spread of PCV2 virus,2 a reduced impact on average daily 
gain,3 and lower susceptibility to disease caused by M. hyopneumoniae.4

Plus the expert support you’ve come to expect from Zoetis.

References: 1. Seo HW et al. Vaccine 2012. http://dx.doi.org/10. 1016/j.vaccine.2012.08.065. 2. Patterson 
AR et al. Vet Microbiology 2011; 149:91–98. 3. Colditz I.G. Livestock Production Science. 2002; 75:257–268. 
4. Kim D et al. Vaccine 2011; 29:3206-3212. © 2014 Zoetis Inc. All rights reserved. Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd 
ABN 94 156 476 425 Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard Rhodes, NSW 2138. www.zoetis.com.au 08/14 PAL1164/APN

Expert PCV protection

AUSTRALIA has one of 
the healthiest pig herds 
in the world. 

Strict on-farm bio-
security in combination 
with border security 
measures have protected 
the health status of our 
herd. 

However, with increas-
ing movement of people 
and goods across the 
globe there is an elevated 
risk of an exotic disease 
outbreak in Australia. 

With the devastating 
impact of diseases such 
as porcine epidemic di-
arrhoea virus and Afri-
can swine fever on pig 
populations across the 

Americas, Europe and 
Asia, producers need to 
be mindful of the impact 
diseases like this could 
have in Australia. 

In response to disease 
threats including the risk 
of debilitating diseases 
such as foot and mouth 
disease, we are improv-
ing the way in which 
pig movements between 
properties (farms, sale-
yards and processors) are 
to be recorded. 

The introduction of 
mandatory property-to-
property movement re-
porting is a way in which 
the industry is taking 
steps to protect producers 
should an exotic disease 

enter Australia. 
One of the ways Aus-

tralia can best manage 
potential disease incur-
sions is through access 
to accurate information 
regarding movements of 
pigs between properties. 

The collection of this 
information will allow 
exotic disease response 
teams to build an accurate 
map of when and where 
pig movements occurred 
during a specific period. 

From October 1 this 
year, PigPass will be 
improved to enhance its 
capability to track the 
movement of pigs be-
tween properties.

If you are a receiver of 
pigs, all you will need to 
do is report this move-
ment to PigPass. 

You must report the 
P2P movement to PigPass 
within 48 hours from the 
time you received the pigs 

onto your property. 
There are three simple 

steps to follow:
1. Log on to the PigPass 

website www.pigpass.
com.au using your login 
details.

2. Click on the P2P 
movement button under 
Complete a Property-to-
Property Movement. 

3. You will then need to 
enter some of the infor-
mation from the PigPass 
National Vendor Declara-
tion that accompanied the 
movement of pigs onto 
your property – this in-
cludes the serial number 
of the document, the date 
the pigs arrived, as well as 
the number of pigs.   

The P2P movement will 
also be required for those 
who take their pigs to and 
from events such as agri-
cultural shows. 

Abattoirs and saleyards 
have a responsibility to 

report movements of pigs 
when they are received 
as well. 

Saleyards also  have the 
responsibility of report-
ing the movement of pigs 
to an abattoir or another 
property. 

If you buy pigs from 
a saleyard you will be 
required to provide your 
Property Identification 
Code to the saleyard 
so movement onto your 
property may be reported.

Voluntary reporting be-
gins on October 1 this 
year. 

States will then legislate 
to make this mandatory, 
likely from mid-2015. 

It is important that 
everyone gets used to 
reporting movements of 
pigs between properties 
as this will be of assis-
tance when it becomes 
mandatory. 

These new require-

ments for pigs are simi-
lar to the existing re-
quirements for reporting 
movements of mobs of 
sheep and goats.

There are many ways in 
which we are all work-
ing together to facilitate 
the most effective system 
for livestock traceability 
should an exotic disease 
ever enter Australia. 

If we all pull together 

we can help protect the 
industry from serious dis-
ease incursions or threats. 

If you would like any 
more information about 
the improvements to Pig-
Pass, please contact the 
PigPass helpdesk at help 
desk@pigpass.com.au or 
phone 1800 001 458. 
Laura Phelps 
APL Policy Research 
Officer

Pig Pass is improving – what does this mean for you?

FARMERS in the states 
hardest hit by drought 
are accessing Australian 
Government assistance 
measures designed to 
help families and busi-
nesses deal with imme-
diate financial pressures 
until they can recover.

Agriculture Minister 
Barnaby Joyce and Human 
Services Minister Marise 
Payne encouraged all farm-
ers experiencing hardship 
to test their eligibility for 
assistance measures that 
include business as well as 
individual support.

Ms Payne said the farm-
ing family income sup-
port measure, the Farm 
Household Allowance, 
was clearly needed, with 
over 3000 applications 
received across Australia 
since the allowance start-
ed on July 1.

“Before the Govern-
ment’s change to the 
scheme on March 5, there 
were only 459 households 
receiving income support 
Australia-wide (via the 
previous government’s 
Transitional Farm Fam-
ily Payment Scheme),” she 
said.

Mr Joyce said support 
for farmers and farm 
businesses comprised a 
range of measures, includ-
ing concessional loans, 
greater access to income 
support, emergency wa-
ter infrastructure, pest 
animal management and 
social and mental health 
services.

“Since the drought-
specific loans were intro-
duced in June this year, 
89 applications have been 
received across the two 
states – 28 have been ap-
proved so far, with $15 
million in funding already 
committed,” he said.

“I want to encourage 
farm businesses out there 
not to self-assess their eli-
gibility for assistance but 
to talk to an expert, such 
as a rural financial coun-
sellor or Department of 
Human Services service 
officer via the Farmer As-
sistance Hotline on 132 
316, to see if they’re eli-
gible.”

Ms Payne said the Gov-
ernment changed the eli-
gibility settings in March 
this year to better recog-
nise the unique circum-
stances of farmers whose 
farm assets had previously 
precluded them from wel-
fare payments.

“We lifted the asset cap 

for farmers by over $1 
million, resulting in four 
times the number of farm 
families accessing this 
crucial assistance,” she 
said.

“There is clearly a need 
out there to help farming 
families who are doing 
it tough keep food on the 
table until they are able to 
get back on their feet.

“The Australian Gov-
ernment is providing this 
assistance to farm fami-
lies to help them deal with 
immediate financial pres-
sures, and for those affect-
ed by drought conditions, 
improve their capacity to 
recover when the current 
drought breaks.

“I am pleased that the 
Government has been 
able to provide support 
to farmers despite an ex-
tremely tight budget situ-
ation.

“The Farm Household 
Allowance is a demand-
driven program, so no one 
who is eligible and applies 
will miss out on support. 

“Eligibility is based on 
individual circumstances, 
does not require a drought 
declaration, and recog-
nises the unique circum-
stances of farmers.”

As well as the increased 
range of assistance meas-
ures available, the Gov-
ernment has also in-
creased on-the-ground 
support available to help 
farmers access this assis-
tance. 

This includes rural fi-
nancial counsellors, farm 
household case officers, 
drought co-ordinators and 
the Department of Human 
Services mobile office.

Assistance measures in-
clude:

• Drought Concessional 
Loans Scheme: $280 mil-
lion;

• Farm Finance Con-
cessional Loans Scheme: 
$400 million;

• Farm Household Al-
lowance: uncapped;

• Emergency water in-
frastructure: $22 million;

• Pest animal manage-
ment: $10 million; and

• Social and community 
support: $10.7 million.

For information on how 
to claim the income sup-
port measures , visit hum 
anservices.gov.au/rural 
or call the Farmer Assis-
tance Hotline.

For further details on 
the concessional loan 
schemes, visit daff.gov.au/
assistance 

Farming families are 
accessing support
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AMY Lealiifano re-
ceived a Pork CRC Hon-
ours scholarship in 2009 
to look into altering the 
timing of the second 
immunocastration (Im-
provac) vaccination as 
part of the final research 
component for her Bach-
elor of Animal Science 
at Murdoch University. 

Currently working in Riv-
alea Australia’s Research 
and Innovation Meat and 
Processing Department, 
Amy is completing a Mas-
ters investigating the differ-
ent technical meat quality 
parameters between con-
ventional and deep litter 
housing systems. 
Housing focus

The focus of her re-
search, conducted under 
Pork CRC Program 3, is 
to determine and quan-

tify the impact of housing 
and carcass weight on the 
different meat quality pa-
rameters and also to iden-
tify meat quality pathways 
and interrelationships that 
affect final pork quality 
from carcasses sourced 
from conventional and 
deep litter produced car-
casses and of two differ-
ent weights. 

Meat quality of pork is 
complex and affected by 
a number of on-farm and 
post-slaughter factors. 

These multifactorial fac-
tors are interrelated and 
combine to create a meat 
quality pathway. 

Previous research has 
determined and docu-
mented the importance of 
a number of pre and post-
slaughter management 
factors on pork quality 
performance. 

Several of these produc-
tion and slaughter factors 
have been identified as 
potential risks to achiev-
ing high-quality pork. 

Consequently, these fac-
tors can be manipulated to 
improve specific quality 
attributes. 
Moving house 

Currently, most research 
involving individual ef-
fects has been conducted 
on conventionally raised 

pigs housed indoors on 
concrete-slatted flooring. 

However, with the in-
dustry changing to an in-
creased focus on housing, 
particularly alternative 
housing systems, there has 
been greater use of deep 
litter systems to grow pigs 
to slaughter. 

There is also increasing 
pressure to produce pigs 
of a heavy carcass weight 
(95-110kg) to minimise 
farming and processing 
overhead costs and there-
fore remain internation-
ally competitive. 

Most previous research 
concerning the individual 
pre and post-slaughter 
effects on meat quality 
measurements has been 
conducted on lighter car-
casses (65-75kg). 

Pork is part of a highly 
competitive food market 
where future success de-
pends on understanding 
consumer perception of 
quality. 

Today’s consumers are 
more highly informed 
than ever and have an in-
creased awareness of meat 
quality, including objec-
tive and sensory charac-
teristics.

Additionally, as con-
sumer expectations of 
meat quality grow, there 

is an obligation for quality 
control and paddock-to-
plate quality standards to 
be present and active at 
the level of pre-slaughter 
conditions, slaughtering, 
meat cutting and distri-
bution. 

By adopting an approach 
that identifies meat qual-
ity standards based on un-
derstanding the variables 
that exist due to different 
farming systems and ab-
attoirs, the meat quality 
from pigs reared under 
conventional or deep lit-
ter production systems is 
likely to improve. 
Boar taint

Boar taint remains the 
biggest limitation to the 
consumption of and de-
mand for Australian pork. 

With the industry mov-
ing towards castrates 
with Improvac vaccinated 
males to eliminate boar 
taint, improving the con-
sistency of high-quality 
pork cuts, especially those 
from the loin and leg, is 
extremely important. 

Acceptability of these 
cuts as being consistently 
high quality will largely 
determine what the con-
sumer will pay for pork 
relative to other meats, 
and this impacts the value 
of the carcass to the pro-

cessor and ultimately the 
producer. 
Falling failure

Identifying and improv-
ing meat quality stand-
ards for conventional and 
deep litter farm systems 
in light and heavy car-
casses is essential to en-
sure pork product quality 
is enhanced. 

The information con-
tributed by this Pork CRC 
supported research is ex-
pected to reduce pork fail-
ure rates from 30 percent 
to below 10 percent by im-
proving colour, tenderness 
and water-holding capac-
ity of meat and minimis-
ing variation due to pre 
and post-slaughter man-
agement strategies. 

Data from this study 
will provide a meat qual-
ity benchmark on a large 
scale and identify the in-
terrelationships that affect 
pork quality from carcasses 
sourced from conventional 
and deep litter housed pigs 
over a range of weights. 

This will also enable 
strategies to be developed 
that can be applied to pigs 
from different farm sourc-
es to overcome predicted 
low meat quality.

To contact Amy, email 
ALea l i i fano@r iva lea.
com.au 

McLEAN

FARMS

McLean Farms is located on the Darling Downs near 
Toowoomba and operates a 2500-sow breeding 
facility.  We are seeking career-minded applicants 
who are interested in a satisfying and rewarding 
position with an industry-leading organisation.

REQUIREMENTS:

responsibilities in Manager’s absence.

and health and safety guidelines and ensure team member compliance.

regarded.

interpersonal and leadership skills.

to detail.

pre-employment screening and medical 
assessment.

POSITION VACANT

2IC in piggery breeder unit

Apply in writing with work history and applicable references.  

Applications close September 30, 2014.

CHM
ALLIANCE

AUSTRALIAN WASTE ENGINEERING P/L

Ph: (08) 8738 2021  

Fax: (08) 8738 2475

E: edan-awe@bigpond.com

Design of Effl uent Systems our Specialty

FAN Press
Screw
Separator

Distributors of:
• Submersible pumps

• Slurry Mixers

• PTO Slurry Pumps

• Bedding Recovery 
   Units

• Bio-Gas Equipment

Solid-Liquid Separation SystemsSolid-Liquid Separation Systems

Agricultural and Industrial

YES WE CAN 
RECONDITION Robinson,  
Simon, Keogh, Renn, Wetmore,  
Jas Smith, Jetstream, Bamawm,  
Tintinarra or any type of roller  
mill, flaking mill or grain  
crushing equipment.

YES WE CAN manufacture new roller 
mills from 300kg/hr to 20 ton/hr capacity.

YES WE CAN re-groove worn rollers 
and manufacture new rollers.

YES WE CAN advise on any problems 
regarding grain crushing.

How housing might matter to meat
‘Benchmarking meat quality parameters of high-integrity pork between 

conventional and deep litter housing systems’

Amy Lealiifano: Masters student, School of Land and Environment, 
University of Melbourne

Supervisors: Prof Frank Dunshea, University of Melbourne; 
Dr Darryl D’Souza, APL; and Dr Robert Smits, Rivalea Australia

Weaned pigs perform well on high canola meal diet
THE latest canola meal 
research published in 
the Journal of Animal 
Science demonstrates 
high growth perform-
ance in weaned pigs fed 
a diet high in canola 
meal.

The research team of 
Dr Martin Nyachoti at 
the University of Mani-
toba recently demon-
strated that canola meal 
can be included in the 
diets of weaned pigs at 
levels up to 25 percent 
while supporting high 
growth performance.

Canola meal is often 
limited in the diets of 
weaned pigs due to its 
high fibre levels, but 

as Nyachoti’s team has 
shown, proper  diet for-
mulation practices can 
allow canola meal to be 
utilised at higher levels 
when economically fa-
vourable to do so. 

Nyachoti’s new re-
search also supports 
findings from Dr Ruurd 
Zijlstra and Dr Eduardo 
Beltranena from the Uni-
versity of Alberta, which 
showed positive results 
with canola meal inclu-
sion up to 20 percent in 
the diets of weaned pigs. 

This study was pub-
lished in Animal Feed 
Science and Technology 
in 2011.

Canola Council of Can-
ada canola meal man-

ager Brittany Dyck said, 
“These research projects 
show how outdated per-
ceptions on maximum 
inclusion levels of canola 
meal in weaned pig diets 
are no longer relevant 
in diets formulated on 
net energy and digestible 
amino acids.”

Dr Arnold B. Pierce 
from Preferred Animal 
Nutrition Services Inc 
said nutritionists formu-
lating rations can soften 
their canola meal restric-
tions in least cost feed 
formulations. 

“This new information 
requires further valida-
tion but will allow for-
mulating nutritionists to 
provide lower cost diets 

containing canola meal 
that still support high 
production levels,” he 
said.

Ms Dyck said the CCC 
prides itself in funding 
research that is applica-
ble to the livestock nutri-
tion community.

“If a swine nutritionist 
in Canada has easy ac-
cess to canola meal and 
access to research dem-
onstrating its full utilisa-
tion potential, then fewer 
high-cost ingredients 
may need to be brought 
into the ration,” she said.

Find out more at 
canolamazing.com and 
www.canolacouncil.org/
research/meal-research-
projects 

In 2009, Pork CRC board member Prof John Pluske from Murdoch University and Dr Bruce Mullan from the 
Western Australia Department of Agriculture and Food were with then fourth year Pork CRC  supported Animal 
Science Honours student at Murdoch University Amy Lealiifano. Amy received a trophy and a $2000 cheque for 
winning the Pork CRC Award for best presentation at the Australasian Pig Science Association for her research 
project into minimising boar taint.
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Fresh pork sales continue to rise
AUSTRALIAN Pork 
Limited staff, the Board 
and what appeared to be 
half the politicians and 
press in Canberra re-
cently attended the APL 
Strategic Plan 2015-
2020 launch at Parlia-
ment House. 

As ever, the event was 
impressive thanks to Amy 
Braddon and the team she 
led.

The completion of such 
a directional document 
should be highlighted 
with a pause to reflect, 
regroup and prepare 
ourselves to transform 
the words on paper into 
real returns in producers’ 
bank accounts.

From a marketing per-
spective, the Strategic 
Plan says (in order of pri-
ority) first to keep do-
mestic demand robust and 
growing; second, make 
Australian pork different 
and better; and third, in-
crease demand from over-
seas.

Fortunately, we start 
on the first priority from 
a position of relative 
strength. 

Demand for Australian 
pork is currently growing 

in retail in both volume 
and on-shelf price. 

Figure 1 shows that 
price per kilogram for 
chicken and red meat is 
declining, which means 
they are essentially buy-
ing volume. 

However, pork has 
grown in both volume and 
price over the past year 
and this is an indication 
that demand is growing.

When we look at the 
Strategic Plan 2015-2020 
we find that continuing 
to grow demand, hope-
fully converted into pig 
price, is the primary goal 
of marketing in the next 
five years. 

Figure 2 maps the goals 
of the Strategic Plan for 
all Australian pork (fresh, 

ham, bacon, salami and so 
on) per capita consump-
tion and pig price. 

The Strategic Plan also 
says the industry needs to 
differentiate – that means 
grow consumer demand 
in a way that makes Aus-
tralians believe Austral-
ian pork is better than 
other species and sources 
of pork. 

Finally (from a market-
ing perspective), the Stra-
tegic Plan states we must 
find ways of increasing 
demand for Australian 
pork overseas.

While differentia-
tion has been a focus for 
APL over the past two 
or three years, expanding 
international demand is 
something as an industry 

we have not focused on 
so much in the past five 
years. 

When a new project 
is added, many organi-
s ations over-resource as 
everyone wants to be in-
volved in contributing to 
something new.

In APL Marketing we 
plan to keep the major-
ity of our focus clearly 
on making Australia even 
more profitable for pro-
ducers. 

In order to do this we 
have restructured the APL 
Marketing division. 

This restructure means 
that all the APL staff who 
have contributed to the 
results in the charts will 
remain focused on the 
first priority.  

Only two of us (in Mar-
keting) will divert some 
of our focus to building 
international businesses 
and this will be similar in 
other APL divisions.  

While we plan to expand 
our international reach, 
we will not do this by 
neglecting the domestic 
market.  

Biting the hand that 
feeds is almost always un-
wise. 

Marketing Matters
by PETER HAYDON

General Manager Marketing

Figure 1
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 pest control
 odour control
 animal health products
 biosecurity & farm hygiene

Pig  Health

T: 1300 791 009     F: 1300 798 005
Orders / Customer Service - ccdsales@ccdanimalhealth.com.au

 Technical / Sales - David Sherwood - 0487 777 089    Rod Shaw - 0418 170 573

MANY of Australia’s 
leading animal and hu-
man infectious disease 
experts joined forces 
recently to identify 
challenges that might 
benefit from greater 
collaboration across 
Australia’s research in-
stitutions.

The forum was held at 
a Geelong high-contain-
ment facility and was a 
joint initiative between 
the Commonwealth Sci-
entific and Industrial 
Research Organisa-
tion’s Australian Ani-
mal Health Laboratory 
and the National Health 
and Medical Research 
Council.

NHMRC CEO Prof 
Warwick Anderson said 
the forum was an impor-
tant step towards man-
aging infectious disease 
in Australia.

“More than 70 per-
cent of new and emerg-
ing infectious diseases 
originate in animals, so 

there are great benefits 
to merging the collec-
tive genius from both 
sides to address some 
of the nation’s greatest 
infectious disease chal-
lenges,” he said.

The forum’s work-
shops were led by 
Australian chief medi-
cal officer Prof Chris 
Baggoley, Nobel laure-
ate Prof Peter Doherty 
and Sydney Institute 
for Emerging Infec-
tious Diseases and Bio-
security director Tania 
Sorrell.

This meeting of the 
minds discussed emerg-
ing zoonotic disease 
threats, comparative 
medicine, and medical 
countermeasures in-
cluding anti-microbial 
resistance, diagnostics 
and treatments.

The workshop struc-
ture of the program 
enabled researchers to 
tease out and prioritise 
issues that will deliver 

the greatest national 
and global impact by 
combining Australia’s 
collective biomedical 
research and infrastruc-
ture capabilities.

CSIRO Biosecurity 
Flagship director and 
AAHL executive di-
rector Dr Kurt Zuelke 
 said, “AAHL’s extensive 
Physical Containment 
level 4 laboratories are 
some of the most so-
phisticated in the world, 
which when combined 
with the unique research 
tools, models and exper-
tise available within the 
facility, have great po-
tential for human health 
research as well as ani-
mal health.”

“With funding through 
the National Collabo-
rative Research Infra-
structure Strategy, we 
hope to facilitate greater 
access to this facility for 
fellow infectious disease 
researchers.” 

Experts join forces to solve 
infectious disease challenges
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NOW, here’s a question 
for all you porkophiles to 
wrap your heads around.

What’s got four feet, a 
tail and no head, yet tastes 
exactly like pork?

I can tell you I enjoyed 
plenty of it at a friend’s 
40th birthday recently.

Spit roasted for maybe 
six hours, it went really 
well with apple sauce and 
the crackling was, well, 
just cracking.

OK, I’m sure I’ve done 
your heads in, so I’ll drop 
the pork bomb.

The answer is a spit 
roasted pig with the head 
cut off (see pig pic)! 

Why, you may well ask, 
would such a thing be 
done?

Well, I’m told by the 
party’s organisers that it 
was so those party ani-
mals who don’t eat meat, 
or maybe just not pork, 
or possibly are even just 
a bit tentative about eat-
ing from a whole carcass, 
wouldn’t be offended by 
the sight of the long nose, 
ears, eyes and tongue.

Cheeky as I am, I did 
quietly comment to a se-
lect few that I love the 
pig’s cheek, my blue heel-
er loves the ears and I 
can sometimes even pick 
a pig’s nose.

 I must say it all went 
down a treat, the spit 

roasted pork that is, not 
my controversial com-
ments.

I also didn’t give away 
my insider knowledge to 
my fellow party goers that 
it was a boar, albeit a small 
one, so there could be a 
little taint, which would 
not otherwise have been 
possible with a female.

I didn’t pick up any taint, 
but I’m not overly sensi-
tive to it and nor do I par-
ticularly bother about it.

Having hunted feral pigs 
for many years, plenty 

of years ago, I was never 
overly fussed about shar-
ing (or not) boar meat with 
the dogs. 

And, when you’re talk-
ing boar taint, nothing 
beats the taint from a wild 
boar with a bit of age on 
him and more than a bit of 
black hair as well.

So, this brings me to 
my headline-raising point 
of the power of the pig, 
or that there is something 
about pork (latter quote 
made famous by Roger 
Campbell of Pork CRC).

The morning after our 
pork party I cooked bacon 
and eggs for three good 
friends of mine (note pic-
ture at bench) and they 
raved about the big brek-
kie, which also featured 
wholemeal bread, toma-
toes and plenty of good 
old-fashioned HP Sauce 
(yum, yum).

But, alas, here’s where 
the power of the pig really 
cuts in.

Two of the three are 
‘strictly’ vegetarian and 
have been so for the past 
30 years.

But their one weakness 
is they love occasionally 
indulging in bacon.

The youngest of the trio 
won’t eat pork, never eats 
red meat, but also enjoys 
bacon.

My theory is the lure of 

bacon is that it’s a pro-
cessed product, so is once 
removed from the ‘raw-
ness’ of meat and typi-
cally has that wonderfully 
irresistible smoky flavour.

Speaking of bacon and 
masters of smallgoods, I 
recently enjoyed a fabu-
lous night at Crown Perth 
as a guest of D’Orsogna, 
one of Australia’s leading 
smallgoods manufactur-
ers, as it celebrated a fine 
tradition of 65 years.

Helping 250 D’Orsogna 
family, friends, clients, 
suppliers and associates 
celebrate in style were 
WA Premier Colin Bar-
nett and Acting Governor 
Wayne Martin.

Entrée was antipasto 
featuring D’Orsogna’s 
melt-in-your-mouth pro-
sciutto and one of the al-
ternate mains was beef 
sirloin with D’Orsogna 
pancetta.

Aside from the fine 
food, one of the night’s 
highlights was D’Orsogna 
managing director Brad 
Thomason, well known 
to readers of APN and 
this column, joining Kate 
Ceberano on stage to per-
form, pretty much solo, 
the Beatles classic I Saw 
Her Standing There.

My spies tell me Brad 
won’t be giving up his day 
job to tour with Kate. 

GLOBAL animal 
health and nutrition 
company Alltech re-
cently visited Austral-
ian universities on its 
University Lecture 
Tour.

Kicking off at Charles 
Sturt University in Wag-
ga Wagga, a group of 
agriculture science in-
dustry experts has so far 
visited undergraduate 
and graduate students at 
five of Australia’s lead-
ing universities to dis-
cuss the annual Alltech 
Young Scientist program 

This program is the 
largest global agri-
science competition 
for university students, 
which promotes agricul-
ture to the future leaders 
of the industry. 

There has been un-
precedented interest 

in the Alltech Young 
Scientist program this 
year with more than 
8500 participants glob-
ally, who represent the 
youngest generation of 
animal, human and plant 
health scientists.

Two more university 
visits are planned for 
September: the Univer-
sity of New England and 
the University of Mel-
bourne.

The 2009 global un-
dergraduate winner Fan 
Liu is currently com-
pleting his scholarship 
at the University of Mel-
bourne.

Another UM gradu-
ate, Nimesha Fernando, 
looked at how high levels 
of CO2 in the environ-
ment affect the growth 
of grain through her 
research presentation ti-

tled, ‘Free Air CO2 En-
richment Altered Wheat 
Grain Protein Quality 
and Rheological Char-
acteristics: A Compara-
tive Proteomic Analy-
sis’, earning the global 
graduate award in 2013. 

Alltech Australia gener-
al manager Adam Naylor 
said Alltech has support-
ed the University Lecture 
Tour for over 10 years.

“We are proud to be as-
sociated with these uni-
versities and our indus-

try partners, the Poultry 
CRC, Pork CRC, Ridley 
and Rivalea to show 
firsthand how a career 
in the agriculture and 
animal industries can 
look.” Mr Naylor said.

The Alltech Young 
Scientist program is cur-
rently taking applicants 
for the 2015 competi-
tion.

To enter, visit the 
website at www.alltech 
youngscientist.com 

Power of the pig

Cant Comment 
by 

BRENDON CANT

University lecture tour promotes ag science

Alltech Young Scientist 2013 Graduate winner 
Nimesha Fernando won $10,000 for her paper 
submission at the 29 th Alltech Annual International 
Symposium in Lexington, Kentucky, US.
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THE Darling Downs in 
southern Queensland is 
emerging as Australia’s 
first biogas farming hub, 
with Australian leader in 
biogas Quantum Power 
building its fourth multi-
million dollar project in 
the farming region. 

Three of the four pro-

jects are associated with 
pig producers.

With rapidly rising en-
ergy costs, pig produc-
ers are embracing biogas 
technology to develop 
long-term sustainable en-
ergy models.  

In addition to cutting en-
ergy costs, there is also 

a significant reduction 
in operational odours in 
most cases. 

The other notable trend 
is the adoption in the Dar-
ling Downs region. 

Quantum Power CEO 
Richard Brimblecombe 
said the Darling Downs 
will continue to be at the 
forefront of Australia’s 
adoption of this sustain-
able farming initiative. 

“We are in discussions 
regarding numerous other 
projects in the region and 
I believe in the long term 
the Darling Downs could 
support in excess of 20 
separate biogas projects,” 
he said.

There are significant 
economic incentives in 
the form of the Austral-
ian Government’s Carbon 
Farming Initiative and 
in future the Emissions 
Reduction Fund support-
ing investments in biogas 
projects. 

Additionally, the Clean 
Energy Finance Corpo-
ration recently formed 
a strategic alliance with 
Quantum Power to cata-
lyse up to $40 million of 
new biogas energy infra-
structure.  

Richard said the CEFC 
support, coupled with 
Quantum’s unique build-
own-operate model pro-
viding 100 percent financ-
ing, conveys a compelling 
proposition for businesses 
to recycle their organic 
waste, delivering multiple 
economic and environ-
mental benefits. 

“Each project provides 
new industry and employ-
ment opportunities in re-
gional areas and provides 
Australian agriculture 
with a sustainable com-
petitive advantage linked 
to low-cost, renewable en-

ergy generation,” he said.
“Facilitating businesses 

to generate biogas pro-
duction without assum-
ing financial risk will fast 
track this essential eco-
nomic and environmental 
development in regional 
Australia.”

The impact of increas-
ing accessibility to biogas 
funding in Australia will 
see development and edu-
cation accelerate to catch 
up to European counter-
parts.

Bioenergy currently 
provides 0.9 percent of 
Australia’s electricity gen-
eration, but the Clean En-
ergy Council’s projected 
2020 target f or agricul-
tural biogas production is 
791GWh. 

This represents a signifi-
cant opportunity for busi-
nesses compatible to biogas 
production, such as the pig 

industry, with enormous 
potential to achieve energy 
savings through the pro-
duction of renewable en-
ergy on farm.

In addition to 100 per-
cent financing in its 
build-own-operate model, 
Quantum Power also of-
fers a turn-key solution, 
building the entire biogas 
to energy system includ-
ing the digester and gen-
erator for businesses to 
buy and operate. 

Quantum Power also of-
fers ongoing maintenance 
services.

Of the four Darling 
Downs projects, one is 
complete and considering 
undertaking a second-
stage expansion, two are 
at commissioning phase 
and the fourth has been 
contracted, with construc-
tion due to start in Sep-
tember 2014. 

DALBY  

AREA

FOR SALE
25 PENGUIN FEEDERS
All assembled with cast iron  
bottoms. Some new, with  
some only 12 months use.

 For more information call 0408 877 463

Figure 1. The activation of some human brain regions related to food reward meas-
ured by functional magnetic resonance imaging indicates a strong effect of pork 
flavours eliciting satiety.

Dr Eugeni Roura

Pork CRC project leader profile
■  Pork CRC Project 3A-107: ‘Sensory specific liking and satiety 

induced by pork flavours’
RECENT reports of 
research supported by 
Pork CRC and APL have 
provided evidence that 
lean pork may provide 
cardiovascular and meta-
bolic health benefits. 

Following that path of 
providing further evi-
dence of potential health 
benefits related to pork, 
Pork CRC research in-
novation project 3A-107 
led by Dr Eugeni Roura, 
Centre for Nutrition and 
Food Sciences, Queens-
land Alliance for Agricul-
ture and Food Innovation, 
The University of Queens-
land, is aimed at exploring 
new avenues of manipu-
lating satiety in humans 
through eating pork. 
Smelly pork

In a preliminary study it 
was observed that pork-re-
lated smell and taste cues 
may elicit early satiety 
and prolong fullness rat-
ings between two meals. 

Studies on meal termi-
nation in humans have 
shown that one of the 
main reasons to stop eat-
ing during a meal is a 
decline in food pleasing 
rates. 

Recent advances in neu-

roscience have identified 
specific areas in the brain 
that seem to respond to 
the hedonic value of food 
aromas (Figure 1). 

Thus, satiety has been 
related to brain stimula-
tion that indicates a de-
crease in hedonic value, 
an event that has been 
referred to as sensory spe-
cific satiety. 

SSS is an important driv-
er of meal termination. 

Our project has been a 
preliminary study of pork 
SSS using subjective senso-
ry tests in human subjects 
together with objective 
brain activity measures by 
using functional magnetic 
resonance imaging.
Healthy study

We designed a trial with 
18 healthy adults aimed 
at studying the effect of 
pork-flavoured chew-
ing gum and a pork-rich 
breakfast on appetite for 
several food categories 
(meats, fruits, vegetables 
and cakes), general satiety 
and pork-related SSS. 

Brain scanning with fM-
RI was used to study the 
responses of specific ar-
eas such as the orbitofron-
tal cortex, to food cues 

(visual and olfactory). 
In addition, subjective 

ratings on hunger, full-
ness, desire to eat, lik-
ing and wanting were as-
sessed. 

The principal findings 
of this preliminary fMRI 
study confirm our main 
hypothesis that pork elic-
ited a strong satiety rating 
based on sensory cues. 

Pork SSS was strong af-
ter breakfast when pan-
ellists were exposed to 
visual cues and the results 
were enhanced by the ad-
dition of olfactory cues in 
the second fMRI. 

In addition, our data 
proves that the subjec-
tive ratings are associated 
with brain activity, par-
ticularly in areas related 
to the reward circuit. 

Our observations pro-
vide evidence that pork 
flavour can be considered 
as a potential tool for ap-

petite control. 
Healthy choice

Given the increasing 
prevalence of obesity 
in Australia, evidencing 
pork’s healthy attributes 
will reassure consumers 
that lean pork is a healthy 
choice, which should 
strengthen its market val-
ue and potential. 

In addition, our project 
has developed a novel 
method to measure the 
properties of pork related 
to hedonic attributes. 

The novel fMRI appli-
cation developed has the 
potential to evaluate the 
sensory pleasing of pork 
and compare it to other 
foods/meats. 

Our  research could help 
improve the succulence of 
Australian pork as well as 
its health-related claims.

To contact Dr Roura, 
email e.roura@uq.edu.au  

Darling Downs pig producers forging the way in biogas
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FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT
ON CROPS AND PASTURES
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18m3/hr to 90m3/hr
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World Leaders in Pig Genetics

 
To contact your local 
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Rod Shaw 
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Andrew Kimball
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Senior Consultant
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Delivering solutions 
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07 4632 8057
Eugene.McGahan@fsaconsulting.net
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THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 

Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my CardHere’s my Card
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incorporating Hi-Tek Foam Products

EASTERN
genetic resources

Brenden McClelland
Phone: 07 4663 1279

Fax: 07 4663 1395
AI Centre: 07 4663 1071

Mobile: 0409 064 806
email: belmont.360@bigpond.com

website: www.easterngenetics.com.au

"Belmont"
MS 360
Bell Qld

Australia 4408

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller Mobile: 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner Mobile: 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner Mobile: 0499 009 293

Christian Pyke
Managing Director

M: 0428 233 200
E: info@cpyke.com.au 
PO Box 3350
Port Lincoln South Australia 5606

www.cpyke.com.au

Australian Agent / Distributor for:

Supplier of 
 high performance 

ingredients for
aquatic and 

animal nutrition

COAT-O-FOAM Pty 
Ltd

Specialising in Polyurethane Foam Application

Gavin Forsyth
Sales Manager

Supplying the  
Piggery Industry  
with tarpaulin  

overs  
 

overs

Phone: 1300 059 003    
Fax: 1300 858 626  
Email: info@polytex.net.au    
www.polytex.net.au

2/19 Success Street Acacia Ridge Queensland 4110
FarmMark P/L Livestock Solutions

Phone: 07 3274 6372   Mobile: 0412 934 892  Fax: 07 3274 2372

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 459 356
Tel: 1800 038 037
Fax: 02 8875 8715
john.glassbrook@boehringer-ingelheim.com

John Glassbrook
Bsc. Agric (An.Sci)
Senior Technical Services and Sales Manager

Meg Donahoo
B.An.Vet.Bio.Sc(Hons), M.Sc.Vet.Sc

Technical Services and Sales Representative

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited

Animal Health Division

78 Waterloo Road

North Ryde NSW 2113

Mobile: 0411 330 493 

Tel: 1800 038 037

Fax: 02 8875 8715
meg.donahoo@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Sam Custodio
Technical Services and Sales Representative

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited

Animal Health Division

78 Waterloo Road

North Ryde NSW 2113

Mobile: 0409 493 368 

Tel: 1800 038 037

Fax: 02 8875 8715
samuel.custodio@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0428 270 494
Tel: 1800 038 037
Fax: 02 8875 8715
phillip.marr@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Phillip Marr
Senior Technical Services and Sales Manager

 

8 Roseworthy Road, Roseworthy 
South Australia 5371
P.O. Box 65, Roseworthy, S.A. 5371
T 08 8524 8150 
F 08 8524 8001 
E admin@lienerts.com.au
www.lienerts.com.au 

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 233 227
Tel: 1800 038 037
Fax: 02 8875 8715
shaun.megson@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Shaun Megson
Key Account Manager, Australia and New Zealand

Michael Pritchard 
Biosecurity Manager
28 Durham Street Forbes 
New South Wales 2871
P.O. Box 194, Forbes, N.S.W. 2871
T 02 6851 6200 
M 0407 764 850 
F 02 9144 4574 
E michael.pritchard@lienerts.com.au
www.lienerts.com.au 

■■ Here’s my Card  Here’s my Card ■■ Here’s my Card  Here’s my Card ■■ Here’s my Card Here’s my Card

www.porknews.com.au

Advertise your 
business card here 

ben@porknews.com.au

call 07 3286 118383333

www.feedworks.com.au

M 0408 735 185
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E doug.pearson@feedworks.com.auPO Box 369 Romsey
Victoria Australia  3434

www.feedworks.com.au

B.Ag.Sci, MRurSc, PhD.
Technical Services Manager

M 0409 049 793
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au
PO Box 369 Romsey
Victoria Australia  3434

Advertise your 
business card 

in mono
call 07 3286 1833

m: 0402 723 577 e: greta@integralbusines.com.au 
www.integralbusiness.com.au

 Bookkeeping    
 Payroll and super
 BAS and PAYG
 Management accounting
 Cash flow and budgeting
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Fred Schwenke
Business Unit Director Intensive
Intensive – Monogastric
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
38-42 Wharf Road, West Ryde, NSW 2114
PO Box 548, West Ryde NSW 1685
T (02) 8876 0378 
F (02) 8876 0444  E  Fred.Schwenke@zoetis.com
M +61 417 844 231 W  www.zoetis.com.au

Dr Timothy Ahern B. Sc. (Hons) B.V.Sc. (Hons) Dip.Reprod.Sci

National Pig Business Manager

Intensive – Monogastric
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
38-42 Wharf Road, West Ryde, NSW 2114

PO Box 548, West Ryde NSW 1685

M +61 418 124 664 E  Timothy.Ahern@zoetis.com

F (02) 8876 0444 W  www.zoetis.com.au

Darryl Meaney
National Sales Manager Intensive
Intensive – Monogastric
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
38-42 Wharf Road, West Ryde, NSW 2114
PO Box 548, West Ryde NSW 1685
T (02) 8876 0355 
F (02) 8876 0444  E  Darryl.Meaney@zoetis.com
M +61 419 594 922 W  www.zoetis.com.au

Tom Cowper
National Account Manager - Intensive

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
38-42 Wharf Road, West Ryde NSW 2114

PO Box 548, West Ryde NSW 1685

M  0418 246 675
F 02 8876 0444

E tom.cowper@zoetis.com

W www.zoetis.com.au

■■ Here’s my Card  Here’s my Card ■■ Here’s my Card  Here’s my Card ■■ Here’s my Card Here’s my Card

www.reevegroup.com.au

(03) 9699 7355

DAIRIES - PIGGERIES - ABATTOIRSProudly designed & manufactured in Australia
NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATERCan run dry indefinitely without damage
HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators
UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

WENDY LAYCOCK

Operations Manager

Sales Protein Division

Level 1
49 - 51 Stead Street

South Melbourne, VIC
3205 Australia

Phone: 03 9695 4116
Fax: 03 9699 5283

Mobile: 0417 272 885

wlaycock@craigmostyn.com.au

www.cmaqua.com.au   www.craigmostyn.com.au

Warren Kehl
Trader

Protein Division

Level 1
49 - 51 Stead Street

South Melbourne, VIC
3205 Australia

Phone: +61 3 9695 4116
Fax: +61 3 9699 5283

Mobile: +61 477 555 008
wkehl@craigmostyn.com.au

 www.craigmostyn.com.au

g pp.com.a.auu

Amanda Vardanega 
National Swine Specialist
MSD Animal Health

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
91-105 Harpin Street 
Bendigo East VIC 3550
Australia
PO Box 2800
Bendigo Delivery Centre
VIC 3554
Customer Service  1800 033 461
M 0427 011 579
F 1800 817 414
amanda.vardanega@merck.com

The Science of Healthier Animals

SLURRY PUMPING AND COMPOST SPREADING

0437 885 309
E: growuporganics@bigpond.com
www.growuporganics.com.au

Delivering Excellence in
Swine Reproduction

Lethbridge, Victoria

Freecall: 1800 647744

Facsimile: (03) 5281 7547

Mobile: 0408 855 875

Email: bridget@porkstorks.com.au

Glencoe, Queensland

Phone: (07) 4699 3011

Facsimile: (07) 4699 3055

Mobile: 0400 672 418

Email: glencoe@porkstorks.com.au

GENE CENTRE MANAGER

George Hassan

Gene Centre
Murray Bridge SA
M: 0427 567 722
P: 08 8531 0307
F: 08 8531 3577
E: sagen@cefn.com.au

PO Box 520
Junortoun VIC 3551

M: 0428 753 880
P: 03 5439 4233
F: 03 5439 4233

E: rob@cefn.com.au

 
BREEDING & TECHNICAL MANAGER

Rob Nicholls

www.cefn.com.au
Predictable Outcomes Through Advanced Cefn Genetics

ARROW COMMODITIES PTY LTD

David Satchell
managing director

Level 4, 79 Commonwealth St
Surrey Hills NSW 2010 Australia

PO Box 956 Darlinghurst NSW 1300

Tel: +612 9310 2333
Fax: +612 9310 2399
Mobile: +61 409 848 828
E-mail: satchell@arrowcom.com.au
Website: www.arrowcom.com.au

Alan Smith
B. Ag Sci.

Managing Director

Minitube Australia Pty Ltd Tel: +61 3 5342 8688
P.O. Box 1 Fax: +61 3 5342 8788
135 Brooke Street, Smythesdale Mobile: +61 414 432 790
Victoria 3351 asmith@minitube.com.au
Australia www.minitube.com.au

www.chrisrichards.com.au • 1800 426 142 • F: 03 5443 3829

Swine Veterinary Consultants

• Health, Production and QA Services

• Disease Eradication and   

 Repopulations

• Servicing all areas of Australia 

CHRIS RICHARDS & ASSOCIATES CHRIS RICHARDS & ASSOCIATES

Dr Chris Richards  0429 843 184
Dr Hugo Dunlop  0428 129 053
Dr Bernie Gleeson  0428 270 091
Dr Andrew Morris  0437 011 818
Dr Sarah De Greef  0429 049 708
Dr Kirsty Richards  0407 282 592
Dr Yvette Miller 0428 479 000
Dr Sarah Jenkin  0409 715 559
Dr Hong Lin  0409 540 212
Dr Erin Borrow  0438 111 713

Damian Moore B. App. Sc. (R.T.)
Director – Feed Safety

Meriden
ANIMAL HEALTH

an Anpario plc company

Cranfield Innovation Centre,
University Way,
Cranfield Technology Park,
Cranfield MK43 0BT
UK

Telephone: +44 (0) 1234 436130

Mobile: +61 (0) 400 042 715

Fax: +44 (0) 1234 436131

Email: damianmoore@meriden-ah.com

www.meriden-ah.com

Damian Moore B. App. Sc. (R.T.)
Director – Feed Safety

PO Box 550
Mount Gambier
South Australia 5290

Telephone: (08) 8725 0411
Facsimile: (08) 8725 8784

Mobile: 0409 091 678
Email: myora@myora.com.au

MANAGING DIRECTOR
JEFF BRAUN

ABN 78 008 025 563

“Breeders of quality stock”

MYORA FARM

Ben Collins
Managing Editor

B.Bus Dip.Mgt

Phone: 07 3286 1833
Fax: 07 3821 2637
Mobile: 0439 708 602
Email:  ben@porknews.com.au

PO Box 387 Cleveland Q 4163 | Unit 2, 39 Enterprise St, Cleveland Q 4163

www.porknews.com.au

VAUCLUSE & APS
117 Chapman Rd, Inglewood, SA 5133

David Reu
MOBILE: 0427 791 734
EMAIL: davidreu@vaucluse-aps.com.au 

Gabby Brooke 
MOBILE: 0419 695 126
EMAIL: gabby@vaucluse-aps.com.au 

PH: 08 8380 5672  FAX: 08 8380 5176

www.vaucluse-aps.com.au
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UNIVERSITY of Ad-
elaide research has 
shown that piglets can 
be weaned later with no 
negative effects on sow 
birthing frequency.

The outcome of the 
study at the university’s 
Roseworthy campus, 
published in the journal 
Animal Reproduction Sci-
ence, is an important find-
ing for pig producers be-
cause it allows improve-
ments in piglet health and 
welfare without loss of 
production.

PhD candidate with the 
School of Animal and 
Veterinary Sciences Al-
ice Weaver said, “Sows 
don’t usually start their 
oestrous cycles again dur-
ing lactation, only coming 
on heat after their piglets 

have been weaned.”
“In commercial pig pro-

duction this has meant the 
reduction of piglet wean-
ing ages in order to max-
imise the number of litters 
a sow can produce each 
year,” she said.

“Unfortunately, piglets 
weaned early often don’t 
thrive, with reduced growth 
and diarrhoea common.”

Ms Weaver’s study in-
vestigated whether oestrus 
could be stimulated while 
sows were still feeding 
their piglets so the sows 
could be mated before the 
piglets were weaned. 

The project was super-
vised by Dr Will van Wet-
tere, who leads a number 
of research projects in im-
proving pig fertility and 
life expectancy of piglets.

Different treatment 
groups were set up among 
the Large White/landrace 
cross sows, with half the 
sows weaned early at day 
seven after birth and half 
at day 26. 

Half of each group had 
daily contact with boars 
from day seven.

“The research showed 
that providing sows daily 
contact with a mature 
male pig seven days after 
giving birth is sufficient 
to stimulate oestrus, re-
gardless of whether they 
are still suckling a litter 
or not,” Ms Weaver said.

“We’ve shown that piglet 
weaning age should be able 
to be increased, with sows 
still producing the average 
of 2.4 litters a year.

“This is very important 

to the pig industry and 
should lead to improve-
ments in post-weaning 
growth and the welfare 
and survival of piglets.

“Most piglets in Aus-
tralia are weaned at an 
average of 24 days. 

“If we can push that out 
to at least 30 days, the 
extra time will have sig-
nificant benefits for the 
piglets.”

Continuing research is 
looking at whether there 
are any negative impacts 
on the following litter, 
which would be conceived 
and gestating while the 
sow was still suckling the 
previous litter. 

The research is sup-
ported by the Pork CRC, 
which is based at the 
Roseworthy campus. 

Gene Pool Directory

For further information call us today

Wendy Laycock
Phone: 03 9695 4116
Mobile: 0417 272 885

Importers of pure tuna fish meal
“Supplying a high quality protein fishmeal” 

Available Australia wide - 25kg bags

Craig Mostyn & Co Pty Ltd
Stephen Cooke
Phone: 03 9695 4103
Mobile: 0419 348 492

CM Aqua in your pig feed — you just can’t do better 

CALL WENDY
NOW & ASK FOR A
CM AQUA PACK

Research by Pork CRC supported University of 
Adelaide PhD candidate Alice Weaver has shown that 
piglets can be weaned later with no negative effects 
on sow birthing frequency. 

Piglet weaning age no 
bar to litter frequency

YOUNG Australian 
scientists working on 
agricultural research 
projects are invited to 
apply for the 2015 Sci-
ence and Innovation 
Awards.

Agriculture M inis-
ter Barnaby Joyce said 
the awards encourage 
young people to ad-
vance their ideas and 
collaborate with pre-
vious award winners, 
sponsors and support-
ing research institu-
tions.

“We know our young 
people are passion-
ate about the future of 
agriculture and these 
awards will help them 
bring their ideas to life 
and also help advance 
their careers,” Minister 
Joyce said.

“Since starting in 
2001, more than 190 
young Australians have 
benefited from funding 
grants towards their re-
search.  

“Last year’s projects 

included electronic 
boundaries for live-
stock, automated irriga-
tion systems for cotton 
growers and a micro-
scale spectrometer to 
detect water stress in 
vine leaves.

“Research is a priority 
for me – we know there 
is a strong link between 
R&D and agricultural 
productivity growth, 
and research is a key 
driver to industry and 
farmgate profitability.

“There are 12 indus-
try award categories, 
including the Minis-
ter for Agriculture’s 
Award, open for people 
aged 18-35. 

“The awards provide 

a grant of up to $22,000 
to each successful 
award recipient.”  

Applications will 
close on October 3, 
2014.  

The Science and In-
novation Awards are 
presented as part of 
the Australian Bureau 
of Agricultural and Re-
source Economics and 
Sciences annual Out-
look conference. 

For further informa-
tion including applica-
tion forms and a list 
of award supporters, 
visit www.daff.gov.au/
aba res/pages/confer 
ences-events/sciencea 
wards/guidelines.aspx  

Applications sought for 2015 
Science and Innovation Awards
■ Closing October 3, 2014
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 Farrowing and weaner crates, 
growers and baconer pens.  Feed 
hopper with stainless steel trough.

 Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap; 
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and 
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Excellent quality 
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.  Straight Farrowing Crate.

Ph (02) 6644 6065 – Fax (02) 6644 7568
– Mobile 0437 431 901 

Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd, ABN 18 156 169 876 Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
 Fx (02) 6644 7568                  Mobile: 0437 431 901 
Victoria: Ben Slots (03) 9462 4266 Fax (03) 9718 1896
Freecall: 1800 999 245   Mob 0418 388 842

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST

Aussie Pumps nitro hit
FARMERS adding a ni-
trogen boost to crops can 
realise increased yields up 
to 0.5 tonnes/ha subject to 
subsoil moisture levels, ac-
cording to modelling done 
by the Grains Research & 
Development Corporation. 

Recent rain in the eastern 
and southern states provides 
ideal conditions for this ‘ni-
tro’ hit.

Aussie Pumps unique 
Smart Pump is configured 
specifically for the pumping 
of liquid fertilisers.  

These nitrogen-based liq-
uids are aggressive and will 
literally eat through conven-
tional aluminium and cast 
iron pumps.

The unique product uses 
a 30 percent glass-filled 
polyester body, impeller and 

volute construction, teamed 
with either ethylene propyl-
ene diene monomer or Viton 
elastomers.  

Apart from the real benefits 
of chemical compatibility, 
the pumps offer farmers the 
ability to quickly fill spray-
ers from holding tanks, with 
flows of up to 1000l/pm.

Aussie Pumps product 
manager Adam Scully said 
spraying costs big bucks, so 
the ability to reduce filling 
time is really important.  

“We see farmers filling 
spray rigs with firefighting 
pumps,” he said. 

“These take twice as long 
and eventually rot out.”

The Aussie poly Smart 
Pumps were originally intro-
duced for industrial chemi-
cal handling including acids, 

brine and diesel fuels.  
Their application in liquid 

fertiliser has been a huge 
success for Aussie Pumps, 
which pioneered their use 
for pumping aggressive liq-
uids.

“The most popular model 
at the moment is a 2” pump 
with a capacity of over 800l/
pm flow teamed with either 
EPDM or Viton elastomers,” 
Scully said.  

Sales of 3” pumps with 
flows over 1000l/pm are 
growing as farmers look for 
increased efficiency and fast-
er sprayer fill times.

The pumps are available 
in a wide range of drives 
but most farmers choose a 
6.5hp Honda-powered ver-
sion because it’s lightweight 
and reliable.  

The entire pump only 
weighs 25kg and can be eas-
ily transported where neces-
sary.

Viton seals provide com-
patibility with a wide range 
of farm chemicals includ-
ing fertilisers, pesticides and 
weedicides.  

Viton can also handle salt 
water and diesel fuel as well 
as urea and molasses cattle 
digestive aids.

The standard 2” and 3” 
Aussie Smart Pumps come 
on steel skids with anti-vi-
bration mounts. 

A heavy-duty steel roll 
frame is used on the Honda 
electric-start pumps.  

“The electric start aids con-
venience but also offers a 
recoil start backup,” Scully 
said.

Aussie Smart Pumps are 
also available in polypropyl-
ene for high acidic liquid 
transfer.

Further information includ-
ing a comprehensive guide 
on the use of Aussie polys for 
a wide range of applications 
is available by contacting 
Aussie Pumps on 02 8865 
3500 or checking the website 
at www.aussiepumps.com.
au 

Simone Upton from Tamworth checked out an Aussie poly 
 Smart Pump as a leak-free solution for transferring liquid 
fertilisers, preventing ground contamination and chemical 
wastage.

Breakthrough clip-on 
power technology
THE AgriLamp Induction 
Power System is the very lat-
est in piggery lighting and 
was launched by Stockyard 
Industries at the recent Pan 
Pacific Pork Expo on the 
Gold Coast. 

ALIS uses never-seen-before 
breakthrough light-induction 
technology – the bulbs simply 
need to be clipped onto the 
wire to turn on. 

This cutting-edge solution al-
lows for state-of–the-art, top-
of-the-line piggery light con-
trol technology to be utilised 
in one of the easiest to use 
and most user-friendly lighting 
systems available. 

The simplicity, adaptability, 
and flexibility of ALIS allow 
it to be universally accessible, 
relevant and affordable for eve-
ryone, from small to medium 
sized farmers to large-scale 
producers. 

ALIS enables agribusinesses 
to better manage and control 
the animals’ environment and 
growth processes using safe, 
simple, and sustainable lighting. 

ALIS is a ‘contactless’ pow-
er technology that allows for 
the  LED fixtures to simply be 
clipped onto the cable in order 
to turn on.

The system works by distrib-
uting highly regulated and safe 
constant current over the cable 
to the LED fixtures. 

Continued product improve-
ment and innovation mean 
high-end and complex technol-
ogy is now available in this 
simple system. 

This allows the cutting-edge 
technology to be universally 
accessible and affordable.
All-environment rugged 
build and design 

ALIS can withstand the tough-
est of environmental conditions. 

It is humidity proof, dust-
proof and shatterproof as well 
as completely waterproof, with 
an IP65 rating.
Sustainable, energy efficient 
and environmentally friendly 

LED bulbs are significantly 
more energy efficient than all 
other traditional and energy-
saving bulbs such as compact 
fluorescent lamps and halogen 
bulbs.

No mercury is used, meaning 
ALIS bulbs will not pollute if 
little or no recycling capabili-
ties are available.
Simple installation, reusable 
and long lasting 

No electrician is required; 
anyone can install the system 
and only very basic tools are 
needed. 

ALIS bulbs can last more 

than 40,000 hours and are 
completely reusable.
Safe power delivery 

ALIS has been designed to 
be extremely safe and prevent 
electrocution. 

The cable is double insulated, 
ensuring a near-zero chance of 
the cable being stripped and 
exposing the conductor. 

And even if exposed it is still 
safe.
System 

The system consists of: a 
power hub; dimmer controller 
that dims from 3- 100 percent; 
double-insulated cable; LED 
fixtures; circuit terminator; 
and instruction manual.

For more information or 
to request your own on-site 
demonstration, call the team 
at Stockyard Industries on 07 
4697 3344 or check out www.
stockyardindustries.com

You can also watch a short 
video showing how the system 
works at http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=ND9hrWtfwx8 
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Alltech’s newest technology 
developed through 

Nutrigenomics

Alltech Biotechnology
64 - 70 Nissan Drive  •  Dandenong South, VIC  3175

Tel:  (03) 9767-2800 

alltechaustralia@alltech.com  •  www.alltech.com
         AlltechAP

@Alltech

Alltech Nutrigenomics Centre
Lexington, Kentucky, USA

Promoting performance... naturally

Cost-eff ective  •   Secure   •   Traceable
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