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Big and small – engaging across the board
SINCE I have been around,
Australian Pork Limited
has been an organisation
motivated more by doing
rather than talking.

Made in
Australia
from
imported
ingredients

Made in
Australia
from at
least 50%
Australian
ingredients

Made in
Australia
from at
least 70%
Australian
ingredients

Examples of country of origin labelling with varying amounts of Australian product.

Never mind the kangaroo,
look for the bar chart
COUNTRY of origin labelling is now in full swing, having been made compulsory
on July 1, 2018.

Australian Pork Limited has
been working hard to ensure
processors, butchers and retailers understand the new rules
and apply correct labels to their
packaging.
What has become apparent
is the kangaroo logo is causing
some confusion with consumers (and also some producers)
who are surprised to find the
kangaroo logo does not necessarily indicate that the product
contains Australian ingredients.
Rather, the existence of the
kangaroo is to inform consumers that the product was
manufactured or made in Australia – so in the case of pork
products, where the pork was
transformed into bacon, ham or
smallgoods.
APL is taking advantage of
this public conversation to remind consumers that not all

Policy
by ALISTER OULTON
Policy Analyst

pork is Australian, even if the
label contains a kangaroo logo.
Imported pork can be sold in
Australia so long as it is heat
treated, processed and/or cured
before sale.
To ensure you are buying
Australian pork, look for the
bar chart as well as the kangaroo logo.
While there may be some
imported salt, brine or spices,
Australian pork products will
typically not contain less than

70 percent Australian ingredients.
Anything less than this is
likely to be imported pork,
often with large quantities of
Australian water or other local
additives.
For more information about
how country of origin labelling
works, please visit accc.gov.au/
consumers/groceries/countryof-origin or contact me on 02
6270 8832 or alister.oulton@
australianpork.com.au

What I mean by this is
we believe our levy payers
would be more satisfied to
know we are acting in their
best interests through our
activities to achieve better
conditions for pig farming
than they would require us to
be continually communicating with them.
To a certain extent, this has
been a mistake.
While this approach is
generally accepted through
those producers represented
on our Board, or through
the delegate system, there
is a segment of producers
who don’t engage with us as
much who do require more
information about what APL
does.
This has been even more
emphasised due to the current industry conditions
where we now believe producer communication and
engagement is more important than ever for APL.
Consistent with this observation, we, the APL management and Board, have been
meeting with groups of producers over the past couple
of months in all states in
multiple meetings.
Many of these meetings
have been instigated by
our standing offer to have
a member of APL management where requested at any
grouping of half a dozen or
more pig producers.
Due to the industry conditions and the increased number of meetings we are holding with pig farmers, there is
a tendency for those we don’t
usually see at pig farmer
meetings to be attending.
Often these producers
don’t know a lot about what
APL is doing and as one
could expect, there are a lot
of questions about what’s
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happening in the industry,
what APL is doing about it
and when they can expect
some relief.
The constitution and structure of APL is one based on
proportional representation.
This means those who pay
the most levies have the most
say in terms of who will be
elected to the APL Board
and who will be elected as
an APL delegate.
For many purposes, this
has served the industry very
well but the negative impact
it has is it leaves a portion
of our producers potentially
feeling unheard and unable
to influence the direction
APL takes on behalf of industry.
At our producer meetings,
it normally takes a while
just to bring the forum up to
a level of common information where balanced conversations can occur.
Once we are at this point,
the discussion is generally
of very high quality and
constructive in terms of improving understanding and
looking at future options and
scenarios.
Among pig farmers APL
has not traditionally had a
lot of contact with, there are
many opinions about the impact of larger producers who
may be represented on the
Board or through the delegate system.
There is a perception that
these producers have too

much influence on the direction APL takes, and that this
may be to the detriment of
smaller segments of Australian pig farmers.
A small number of producers have been very critical of
me, APL management and
individual APL directors.
Everyone has a right to
their opinion and I hope
these producers feel they
have been heard, even if they
have not been agreed with.
I remain continually impressed by the high level of
business acumen and personal integrity of the vast
majority of the Australian
pork industry, including our
pig farmers.
They understand the inherent risks of being involved
in business, the vagaries of
supply and demand and the
unpredictable nature of market forces.
They understand there are
no guarantees.
This is not to diminish the
impact on some businesses
and individuals the present
downturn is creating.
It’s our job to do our best
to support those most affected by present industry
conditions.
While doing that, we understand the challenge to
improve the way we engage
with producers big and small
across the whole country and
that’s what APL will be focused on doing.

SPRING IS HERE!
Now is the time to get ready for summer!
• Have you checked your ventilation
systems for summer?
• Do your cooling pads need replacement?
• Evaporative cooling systems have easy
installation and maintenance!
• Call Stockyard Industries for all your
ventilation needs this summer!

www.stockyardindustries.com | 07 4697 3344

sales@stockyardindustries.com | 54 King Street, Clifton QLD 4361
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New R&D investments – production and environment

Pig Industry
Calendar of Events
2018

SEP 25 - 27 – PorkExpo 2018 Foz do
Iguaçu, Brazil www.porkexpo.com.br
OCT 17 - 19 – Vietstock Expo & Forum,
Saigon, Vietnam www.vietstock.org
NOV 11- 14 – Space 2018, Rennes,
Francia, France www.space.fr
NOV 13 - 16 – EuroTier, Hannover,
Germany www.eurotier.com/en
NOV 15 - 18 – Allen D. Leman Swine
Conference, Saint Paul, Minnesota,
US www.ccaps.umn.edu/allen-dleman-swine-conference
NOV 15 – Australian Pork Limited
Annual General Meeting, Melbourne
VIC E: rachel.blake@australianpork.
com.au T: 02 6270 8807
NOV 19 – National Pig Awards, London
UK www.nationalpigawards.co.uk
2019

JAN 8 - 10 – Banff Pork Seminar,
Banff, Canada www.banffpork.ca
MAR 9 - 12 – 50th AASV Annual
Meeting, Florida, US www.aasv.org/
annmtg
JUN 5 - 7 – World Pork Expo, Iowa US
www.worldpork.org
How to supply event details: Send all
details to Australian Pork Newspaper,
PO Box 387, Cleveland, Qld 4163,
call 07 3286 1833 fax: 07 3821 2637,
email: ben@porknews.com.au
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AUSTRALIAN Pork
Limited recently advised
all successful applicants
who submitted research
proposals that addressed
our 2018/19 R&D priorities, identified by Specialist Groups 2 (Production and Welfare) and
3 (Environmental Management).

A total of 14 proposals were supported across
Specialist Groups 2 and 3.
I am looking forward to
the contributions the outcomes from these studies
will provide to industry
once they are completed.
Within the Specialist
Group 2 portfolio, proposals that are supported
must focus on ensuring
the Australian pork industry is sustainable, locally
resilient and that production practices extend both
societal and consumer expectations.
Above all, high priority
is placed on identifying
and implementing technologies that can reduce
costs of production.
For 2018/19, the calls for
tender were requested to
address the following research priorities:
• Reinvestigate technologies that can improve
growth performance that
are now economically viable and/or have improved
efficacy.
• Demonstrate use of
real-time technologies onfarm to improve animal
management and health in
grower/finisher herd and
sow herd.
• Investigate vaccine
variability and/or efficacy, particularly in relation
to respiratory diseases.
The successful proposals were:
1. Use of dietary additives and neuroleptics to
improve efficiency and
carcass composition of
growing pigs – Prof Frank
Dunshea, University of
Melbourne and Dr Karen
Moore, Pork Innovation
WA. It is anticipated this
work will provide information on the optimum
dose and form of dietary
additives, including cysteamine hydrochloride,
betaine and chromium to
enhance feed efficiency
and carcass composition
of female and/or immunocastrated male pigs.

by HEATHER CHANNON
Research and Innovation
General Manager

2. Optimise the duration
of betaine supplementation in pig production –
Dr Fan Liu, Rivalea (Australia). This project will
determine whether the
cost effectiveness of betaine supplementation to
improve growth performance can be improved by
using it at critical stages
of a pig’s life.
3. Development of a
protocol for the use of
feeding conjugated linoleic acid to lactating gilts
– Jessica Craig, Rivalea
(Australia). A protocol for
feeding CLA to gilts in
late gestation/lactation to
improve the performance
and survival of their progeny will result from this
work, if it is successful.
4. Slowing down intestinal passage rate to decrease diarrhoea risk and
zinc oxide (ZnO) dependence in weaned piglets –
Assoc Prof Eugeni Roura,
University of Queensland.
Eugeni’s project will aim
to reduce the quantity of
undigested feed that is
available for bacterial fermentation in the hindgut
in weanling pigs by using
bitter compounds. By doing this, it is hoped that
both the risk of diarrhoea
and the need to use ZnO
in post-weaning diets will
be reduced while improving growth performance
and feed efficiency. The
dietary use of ZnO is being phased out in other
countries, and while this
is not yet the case in Australia, alternate cost-effective options to manage
post-weaning health are
needed.
5. On farm demonstration of precision livestock technologies relevant to the Australian
pork industry – Dr Robyn Terry, SARDI. This
project will be conducted

at SARDI’s Roseworthy
Piggery and will demonstrate commercially
available systems for automated/remote weighing
for grower/finishers and
early detection of respiratory disease. A producer
workshop will also be
held to allow producers
the opportunity to view
the capabilities of these
technologies; demonstrate
how to optimise the data
generated by these technologies; support producers with adoption of PLF
technologies that suit their
needs; identify challenges
and barriers to implementation as well as identify
new opportunities for the
pork industry. The data
generated will also inform
benefit cost analysis for
these technologies.
6. Reducing negative human interactions through
the delivery of treatments,
vaccines and therapies
in an edible gel matrix –
Robert Hewitt, SunPork
Solutions. It is proposed
that through the use of
alternative delivery methods for orally active ingredients that handling required to administer vaccine treatments to suckling pigs will be reduced,
resulting in improved
animal performance. If
successful, a step-by-step
guide for the preparation
and use of an edible gel
matrix that includes a variety of active ingredients
will be developed.
7. Biopolymer vaccine
delivery vehicle for single injection haemophilus parasuis vaccine and
duration of immunity –
Rivalea (Australia). This
work will test and evaluate the capability of a
biopolymer capsular delivery system, developed
through the CRC for Polymers, to provide an effec-

tive single dose injection
for H. parasuis with immunity extending out to
the region of 20 weeks.
8. A new species interfering with vaccine efficacy – Dr Conni Turni,
University of Queensland.
Conni has previously
identified, with the support of the Pork CRC, that
glaesserella australis is
present in Australian pigs
and was associated with
significant pleurisy, lung
lesions and abscesses at
the abattoir and lesions
and death at the farm level. Some of the 14 farms
where G. australis was
isolated had 40 percent
lung lesions, 30 percent
lung abscesses and 13.8
percent pleurisy at the abattoir. The development of
a PCR test will result from
this new APL-funded project to enable rapid and
confident identification of
G. australis from tissue to
help with the monitoring
of this new species, especially in the light of vaccine failure for our main
respiratory pathogen in
the industry.
In relation to Specialist
Group 3, the objectives
of APL’s environmental
management program are
to manage costs of production and address environmental risks being
faced by producers, whilst
investigating opportunities to generate revenue
to underpin the long-term
viability, profitability and
sustainability of the industry.
The successful proposals supported through
Specialist Group 3 are:
• Conversion of spent
bedding materials to
electricity using Moving Injection Horizontal
Gasification – Wildfire
Energy. Industry needs to
have a simple and robust
process to convert spent
bedding and organic solids from piggeries into
electricity to reduce production costs and reduce
the environmental impacts of stockpiling and
disposal of spent bedding.
The project will provide a
comprehensive report for
stakeholders on the technical, environmental and
economic feasibility of
converting spent bedding
into electricity using the

MIHG technology.
• Clarifying biomethane
and small-scale biogas options for Australian piggeries – Dr Stephan Tait,
University of Queensland.
A documented real case
study will be conducted of
a covered pond biogas system at a 500-sow farrow
to finish piggery to provide upfront transparency
to pork producers seeking
biogas feasibility studies
from industry consultants, and guide the project
and technology scope of
such feasibility studies to
prevent capital excessive
projects. Additionally,
through a feasibility analysis, the project will aim
to clarify the benefit cost
of biogas to biomethane
technology in an Australian context, involving a
showcase piggery. This
work will address costs of
aligning with Australian
standards, codes and regulations, uncertainties of
technology performance
within Australian piggery site constraints and
uncertainty about realistic markets accessible to
the sale of biogas-derived
compressed natural gas.
National
• Updated
Pollution Index reporting tool – Stephen Weidemann, Integrity Ag.
Piggeries are required
to report to the National
Pollutant Inventory when
they exceed one or more
thresholds for reporting.
This project will provide
industry with an up-todate scientific basis for
emissions calculations
and a calculator applying
updated methods. Once
approved by the Department of Environment and
Energy, pig producers
will be able to use these
updated methods to more
accurately
determine
farm emissions, including
reductions in emissions
that may be associated
with certain management
practices such as the use
of covered ponds.
• Standardised methodology – testing effluent
samples for NATA labs
– Stephen Weidemann,
Integrity Ag. With the
expansion of biogas capture at Australian piggeries, increased focus
is needed to understand
* continued P3

Contact us TODAY for a deal on heaters and parts!
Contact:

Perter Lutterschmidt
Sales Manager
Tel: +_ 61"-3931 30208
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Email: Peter. Luttersch midt@agcocorp.com
Website: www.gsiag.com.au
Warehouses in Melbourne - Brisbane - Perth
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production and environment
* from P2

and optimise gas production from these systems to increase biogas
yields, energy yields and
income. A robust laboratory method for determining volatile solids in
effluent from Australian
piggeries, available to
industry and able to be
applied by commercial
laboratories at the lowest
possible cost per sample will result from this
project.
Technology adoption
A national monitoring
and evaluation survey is
also being commissioned
to enable APL to better understand on-farm
awareness and adoption
of a range of technologies
produced over the past
couple of years from
industry-funded R&D
projects.
This project is to be
undertaken by Down to
Earth Resources and will
involve telephone interviews with producers.
I encourage all producers who are contacted to
participate in this short
interview so we can obtain your feedback.
This survey will assist
us to continuously improve how we communicate with you all to allow
you to be aware of the
latest R&D outcomes that
may have application in
your piggeries, both now
and into the future.
As previously advised,
the Pork CRC Benchmarking program is transitioning to APL and work
continues to set this up
from an IT perspective so
participation by producers is easy (from a data
entry perspective) as well
as ensuring rigour in data
management, through the
implementation of business rules, to guarantee
privacy of data submitted
by each participant.
Broadly, the program
involves:
• Data collection via
your already existing PigPass portal (using your
PigPass login).
• Data to be submitted
monthly (currently it is
submitted quarterly).
• All data will be primary (that is, key performance indicators directly
downloadable from any
herd recording program).
• There is no minimum
farm size or specific production type.
• There is no cost for
involvement.
• Meetings will be held
every six months where
those involved in the program are encouraged to
attend – it is hoped that in
time these will be regional meetings (dependant on
the size of the group). The
next benchmarking meeting will be held in late
November.
Please contact Ashley
Norval at ashley.norval@
australianpork.com.au or
myself if you would like
to become involved with
the APL Benchmarking
program or require further information.
I am also very pleased to
advise that Rachael Bryant has now commenced
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in the role of manager,
Technology Adoption and
Industry Capability that
was previously held by
Ashley Norval.
Rachael can be contacted on 02 6270 8823 or
rachael.bryant@australi
anpork.com.au
Evidence of absence
project
I’d also like to take this
opportunity to advise
you of the APL-funded
‘Evidence of absence’ being delivered by Animal
Health Australia.
Australia’s pork trading
partners regularly inquire
on the status of disease in
the Australian pig herd.
This project aims to obtain evidence to enable
us to ensure unnecessary
import conditions are not
applied to Australian pork
exports and that Australian import policy (conditions applied to imported
products) is science based.
Each pig veterinarian has been requested to
identify a small number
of cases with syndromes
of interest and collect
samples for testing at the
relevant state government
animal health laboratory

(which may be forwarded
to AAHL for further testing).
Veterinarians have been
requested to advise producers that samples from
their herd are being sent
for exotic disease exclusion testing as part of this
project as ‘proof of freedom’.
The diseases that samples are being tested for
are: porcine reproductive
and respiratory syndrome,
swine
coronaviruses
(transmissible gastroenteritis), swine coronaviruses (porcine epidemic
diarrhoea), Aujeszky’s
disease, porcine teschovirus encephalomyelitis
(formerly porcine enterovirus encephalomyelitis),
classical swine fever and
African swine fever.
In relation to ASF, we
are currently finalising
a fact sheet that will be
placed on our website
shortly.
For further information on any of the topics
discussed in this article,
please do not hesitate to
contact me on 0423 056
045 or heather.channon@
australianpork.com.au

AUSTRALIAN PORK LIMITED
ELECTED DIRECTOR VACANCY
As required by Australian Pork Limited’s (APL)
constitution, one elected director of Australian
Pork Limited will resign at the AGM being held
on 15 November 2018. The elected director
position will become vacant on Thursday
15 November 2018. Delegates will vote to elect
a candidate to the vacant position at the AGM.
Nominations are being called for the APL elected
director vacancy. A producer member of APL
or a member of the APL Board can nominate a
person(s) to stand for election.
The Funding Agreement between APL and the
Commonwealth Government (DAWR) and the
APL Constitution both require the appointment
of a ‘skills-based Board’. To ensure a skills-based
Board is maintained, nominated candidates who
are not existing Directors of the Board are
required to provide a curriculum vitae together
with a statement specifically addressing:
Demonstrated experience of:
•
production and processing
Understanding of:
•
prioritising R&D requirements and their
applicability in the industry.
The candidate’s statement should also address
their potential contribution to the following
collective Board core skill and experience
competencies:

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.

Governance and financial management
Government relations and public policy
administration
Food industry
Promotion and marketing
Market development and international
marketing
R&D administration (project management)
R&D commercialisation and technology
transfer
Conservation and natural resource
management
Business and management acumen.

The APL Board HR & Remuneration Committee
will review all nominations received to determine the impact of each candidate’s skills on the
maintenance of a skills-based Board.
Nominated candidates must provide a consent
to the nomination. Nominations for these
positions close at 5.00pm on Wednesday
10 October 2018.
For further information, to nominate a candidate(s) or to obtain a consent to nomination
form please contact:
Mr Damien Howse
Company Secretary, Australian Pork Limited
PO Box 4746, Kingston ACT 2604
Phone: 02 6270 8805
Email: damien.howse@australianpork.com.au

Live yeast for sows and piglets

Microscopic yeast,

macroscopic effects !

LEVUCELL SB improves sows’ digestive comfort and stimulates feed intake during
lactation, even under heat stress conditions. Sows fed LEVUCELL SB quickly
establish lactation and better use their body reserves, which, in turn, helps enhance
the growth and survival rate of litters at weaning.

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION

SPECIFIC FOR YOUR SUCCESS

T: 1300 247 448 | E: QSS-Lan@lallemand.com.au
www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com
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The steaks are high: is
your pig fit to transport?
THE recent issues in the
live sheep export trade
bring a timely reminder
for Aussie pig producers – proper handling
and care of pigs, including when we transport
them, saves everyone’s
bacon in the long run.

As an industry, we are
pretty vigilant on getting
these things right.
We all know, when moving any livestock, whether
it be from farm to abattoir,
another farm or saleyard,
there are many elements
to consider.
But the sheep industry’s
live export animal welfare situation has highlighted the increasing

Point of View
by DEB KERR
General Manager Policy

scrutiny of the livestock
industry and the need to
always tick those animal
welfare boxes.
We live in a world
where every phone is a
mechanism to publish

1300 306 478

AUSTRALIAN
MADE

www.ozmist.com.au

KEEP IT COOL WITH OZmist

How would your pigs perform if they were 10 degrees cooler?
High Australian summer temperatures can reduce pig fertility appetite and feed
utilisation efficiency. An OZmist mist cooling system can alleviate the effects of heat
by reducing temperatures by 10° +. By reducing body temperature, feed intake as
well as the animal’s general health and performance increase.
OZmist can custom design and build a high pressure mist cooling system that is
effective in reducing temperature, quickly and easily installed, cheap to operate
and easy to maintain.

+
+
+
+
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Reduce Heat Stress

Improves Meat Production

Extends Breeding Period

+

Better Growth Rate

Reduces Water & Energy Usage

CONTACT US TO SEE HOW WE CAN HELP YOU KEEP YOUR COOL

COOL & PROTECT

Your partners in intensive animal production

Animal Health Products

Tailored Sanitation Programs

Pest Control
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Farm Biosecurity Products

Fast service delivery

Proudly supporting the
Australian pig industry
for over 40 years.
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photos and videos on
readily accessible social
media sites, so the focus
on accountability is intense.
Community support
for our producers can be
jeopardised by one incident, particularly as society remains remote from
agriculture.
What is an acceptable
‘normal’ practice for a
farmer, is not for most of
Australia’s consumers.
We know the majority
of producers in Australia
are doing the right thing.
We have done studies
on saleyards and abattoirs to identify risks to
resolve.
But there are unfortunately instances where
animals arrive at a destination when they perhaps
shouldn’t have.
There are principles to
keep in mind for loading and transporting our
pigs:
• Is the loading area
suitable when factoring in
pig behaviour?
• What needs to be adjusted for weather conditions?
• Have you factored in
heat stress?
• Have you calculated
the right loading density
for the pigs and the journey?
• Have you organised
the spell and watering
requirements appropriate
for the journey time?
• Assess your pigs’
condition, are they fit to
travel?
Australian Pork Limited has a resource to help
you assess your pigs: the
‘Is it fit for the intended
journey’ guide.
Contact me, and I am
more than happy to send
you a copy.
When it comes to animals that are sick, injured or at risk, it is simply unacceptable to move
or sell them.
From an animal welfare perspective, the right
thing to do is to either
treat or euthanise the animals on farm.
From a profit perspective, during an already
hard time for the industry, some animals are put
down at the end destination (with the producer
being charged for the
cost of disposal) and
carcasses are being partially or completely condemned.
In 2015, APL commis-

sioned a study looking at
the cost benefit of condemnations in abattoirs,
which showed they cost
the industry about $10.33
million.
Around half this cost
is borne by producers
covering the cost of the
condemned material and
penalties.
With producer animal
health and/or animal
husbandry interventions,
about 73 percent of this
cost could be saved.
This is a direct benefit
to producers.
It should be noted that
this study looked at all
condemnations, not just
those that might relate to
animals unfit to load.
During the Millennium
Drought (and working for
a different organisation),
I undertook an analysis
of animals (pigs, cattle,
sheep and goats) arriving at export plants that
had been reported due to
animal welfare or unfit to
load reasons.
Ninety-eight percent
of animals reported for
animal welfare breaches
were deemed unfit to
load.
Think an animal in late
stages of pregnancy, or
riddled with cancer, or in
one case, with a broken
hip.
The statistics were
likely worse due to the
significant drought at the
time.
It’s a sobering reminder
that when times get tough,
we can’t afford to slip.
Today’s pricing crisis
may see an increase in
pigs being transported
that perhaps should not.
SAFEMEAT and the
Export Meat Industry
Advisory Committee are
two consultative bodies
the red meat and livestock industry use to ensure integrity is maintained in Aussie meat.
APL is part of this partnership and has agreed
with the other livestock
industries that animal
welfare during transport
is a priority issue.
Governments have now
agreed to the Animal
Welfare Standards and
Guidelines – Land Transport Standard of Livestock 2012.
This standard is to be
introduced into each
state’s regulation to be
mandatory, and a breach
may lead to prosecution.
Thanks to movies like
Babe, many people view
pigs as superior sentient animals including
through the humanising
of animals.
To this end, they expect a
higher standard of care to
be applied to pig husbandry – from birth through to
the animal’s death.
Moreover, as an industry, let’s ensure we continue our animal welfare
leadership and deliver
against this expectation.
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RespiSure® and Fostera® – the winning
formula to manage PCV and MH.
Great teams rely on market leading innovation and
ongoing development to stay ahead. Get the edge
in a changing environment, contact one of our high
performance crew today on 1800 963 847.
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Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard Rhodes, NSW 2138. www.zoetis.com.au ZL0768.
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Industry Placement Program starts in APRIL

AUSTRALASIAN Pork
Research Institute Limited is considering eight
applications from Australia and New Zealand
by producers, technology supply companies
and veterinary groups
in the first call under
APRIL’s Industry Placement Program.

The APRIL Board has
approved funding for education in 2018/19 to support IPPs, under a scheme
similar to that successfully initiated in the Cooperative Research Centre
for High Integrity Australian Pork, as well as top-up
postgraduate scholarships
and honours projects.
APRIL will provide the
successful business applicant with $70,000 over the
first two years to help cover salary and other costs
associated with training
the graduate/postgraduate
for three years.
The APRIL Education
Committee will make
at least one call and potentially two, subject to
budget, annually for IPP
awards.
APRIL’s
Education
Committee,
comprising Prof Frank Dunshea
(Chair), University of Melbourne; Prof John Pluske,

Murdoch University; Dr
Eugeni Roura, University
of Queensland; Dr Darryl D’Souza, SunPork; Dr
Rob Smits, Rivalea; Ms
Heather Channon, Australian Pork Limited; and
Dr Charles Rikard-Bell,
Pork CRC, will meet in
September to consider the
applications.
Interim APRIL CEO
and former Pork CRC

CEO Roger Campbell said
creating opportunities for
graduates and postgraduates in the workforce by
partnering with industry
had been a successful
Pork CRC platform for
several years, with five
IPPs being awarded under a South Australian
government employment
initiative that finished on
June 30.

“Pork CRC’s Industry Placement Program
placed more than a dozen
highly credentialed young
people in jobs where they
engaged their academic
skills and qualifications
and added value to their
workplaces with innovative ideas and typically
youthful enthusiasm,” Dr
Campbell said.
www.APRI.com.au

Reviewing the international
trade landscape for a better
Industry Export Strategy
A LOT has changed in
the global trade environment in the past year, let
alone the past 12 years!

Dr Alice Weaver with Acting APRIL CEO Dr Roger Campbell at the 2018 Pan
Pacific Pork Expo. Dr Weaver’s University of Adelaide PhD was supported by
Pork CRC and in 2016 she was the first Industry Placement Program appointment
under South Australian Government funding to Pork CRC.

www.primegro.com.au
Results are based on typical progeny growth performance
achieved using Primegro Genetics grown under a high health
environment and fed using the Rivalea Nutritional Program.
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In 2006, Australian Pork
Limited commissioned
International Trade Strategies Global to research
and produce a report on
the global trade landscape.
That review recommended APL prioritise
advocacy in support of the
Doha Development Round
of multilateral negotiations in the WTO, it identified specific negotiating
objectives for industry
in Australia’s free trade
agreements with China,
Malaysia and ASEAN –
then under negotiation,
speculated on the prospect of a FTA with Japan,
and took stock of producer support programs
in major pig producing
countries.
Since that time, Doha
has collapsed irretrievably, Australia has concluded FTAs with China,
Malaysia, ASEAN and
Japan (not to mention
Chile, South Korea, Peru,
Indonesia, a group of Pacific nations and the TPP11), but – unsurprisingly
– subsidies and producer
support programs are still
rampant in the US, EU,
Canada and Brazil.
In the background, the
structure of the global pork
trade has been adjusting to
developments including the
closure of the Russian market, rising Chinese demand
and expanded global pork
production and export capacity.
And then, of course,
there has been the disruption in global markets
caused by trade disputes
between the US and its
major pork export destinations in China and
Mexico.
At the time of writing,
the US and Mexico appear to have agreed on
a revised trade deal that
should see the removal
of punitive tariffs on US
pork exports – but nothing
is certain!
To take stock of these
developments and inform
industry’s export strategy
in a changing and uncertain trade environment,
APL commissioned ITS
Global to update the pre-

Policy
by ANDREW ROBERTSON
Policy Manager – Trade and
Workforce

vious international pork
trade review.
A summary of the research can be accessed on
australianpork.com.au
The report identifies a
series of trade negotiating priorities for APL in
the context of key policy
developments affecting
international trade.
The top priority should
be securing a market access protocol with China
to take advantage of the
huge demand in that market and Australia’s advantageous tariff treatment
negotiated as part of the
China-Australia FTA.
APL should continue to
stake out positions in negotiations still under way
that might improve access to existing markets,
including the Philippines
and Indonesia (as part of
the RCEP trade agreement), and India.
It reviews developments
in the multilateral context.
In the WTO, the prospect of a broad deal lowering barriers to agricultural
trade across all markets
seems unlikely.
Nevertheless, the report’s authors encourage
APL to continue support
and advocacy for liberalisation of global agriculture markets through
the WTO.
In terms of dispute resolution, a number of recent WTO decisions have
wider implications for the
sorts of trade restrictions
allowable by member
states.
The most interesting
of these is the European
Community Seals case,
which is detailed in the
report.
The Seals case is considered significant as it is the
first in which the WTO
has affirmed that protec-

tion of animal welfare is,
in principle, a legitimate
ground for imposing trade
control.
The report examines and
compares relative market access conditions for
Australian industry vis-avis competitors in target
markets arising from free
trade agreements.
The authors conclude
Australia currently enjoys
advantageous tariff treatment in the Philippines,
Papua New Guinea, Indonesia, New Zealand and
Japan, compared to other
exporters.
However, it warns some
of these advantages might
be short-lived, as competing suppliers such as
Canada and the EU are
securing their own FTAs
with the same markets.
In Japan and New Zealand, for example, Australian exporters should
prepare to contend with
more competition.
APL is taking the content of this review as a basis for updating the 2016
Australian Pork Industry
Export Business Plan.
The Plan will guide our
efforts to grow existing
export markets and access
new ones, secure favourable outcomes for pork in
Australia’s FTAs and pursue trade remedy action
against imports where appropriate.
If you have any questions about the research
or would like to obtain
a complete copy, please
contact me at APL at an
drew.robertson@australi
anpork.com.au or call 02
6270 8888.
I’m looking forward to
hearing your views and
suggestions on how the
new Export Business Plan
can work for producers.
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BREEDER
PART OF THE BLUEPRINT
LIFESTAGE PROGRAM
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Building the

cores of BLUEPRINT®
PROGRAMMED NUTRITION

Livestock need more than protein,
fat and fibre — What’s missing?

BLUEPRINT® BREEDER
TARGETED PRODUCTIVTY. PREMIUM RETURNS.

Blueprint Breeder is a well-balanced premix that supplements the
requirements for reproduction and maintenance. The custom-made premix is
formulated with organic trace minerals and high-quality vitamins. This assists high
producing breeders in commercial environments to realise their full genetic potential.
Sows benefit from the Blueprint Breeder range through optimum energy and amino acid
levels that are appropriate for their needs. Through the sow’s diet, developing piglets are
provided with a nutritional advantage that gives them the best possible start in life.

For more information on Blueprint® Piglet Milk, please contact Damien Kelly, Blueprint
Program Manager on 0448 273 114 or your local Alltech Lienert sales representative.

Alltech Lienert Australia
8 Roseworthy Rd | Roseworthy 5371 | SA | Australia
Tel: 1 800 649 231
alltechaustralia@alltech.com
alltechlienert.com.au
www.porknews.com.au

Alltech Lienert
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Prime time for plating up plentiful pork
PUTTING wonderful
Western Australian fresh
farm produce on television always leaves a
good taste in my mouth.

August was a big month for birthdays. Richard
Evison, Westpork Production manager, celebrated his
50th in style on August 1, with a surprise party thrown
by his delightful wife Alison waterside at Blue HQ in
Fremantle. The author enjoyed helping down some
nice reds and, of course, plenty of pulled pork.

That’s why I was recently delighted to help film a
soon to be aired episode
of Delish (shown locally
Sunday nights on Channel Nine and nationally on
9Life), featuring my client Western Meat Packers,
whose ‘delish’ (had to say
it) Margaret River Fresh
grass-fed beef striploin recently won champion beef
at the 2018 Perth Royal
Food Awards.
As if all my birthdays
had come at once, only
three days earlier on the
very day of the most recent memorial to my birth
(that is, August 19), Delish aired a fabulous fea-

Western Meat Packers staff Adrian Walsh, Lui Rinaldi and Tammy Collins played big
parts in the filming of an episode of Delish at the company’s Margaret River farm.

NEW

Cant
Comment
by BRENDON CANT

ture on Plantagenet Pork,
starring none other than
Milne Agrigroup (PP parent) Monogastric manager
and Australian Pork Limited Board Member David
Plant.
‘Planty’ splendidly strutted his stuff at the company’s splendid Mount Barker outdoor piggery with
his usual swagger, befitting this big English-born
rugby union player, albeit
he’s long retired from the
front row and more likely
these days to take a position on the sidelines.
Anyway, Theo Kalogeracos, originally best
known here in the west
for his prized pizzas in the
eastern hills, headed down
to WA’s very green and
very cool Great Southern
to visit what Delish described as “a free-range
pig farmer that provides
exceptional-quality pork”.
Among many quotable
quotes by ‘Pork Producer
Plant’ and some by ‘Pork
Presenter Theo’, were
these little gems:
• Free range farming
isn’t a cheap way of farming, but it is so important

for sustainability and it’s
good for the environment,
plus the quality in taste is
far superior.
• Plantagenet Pork is one
of the nation’s main freerange pork producers, leading the way in ethical food
production with a freerange sustainable model.
• Western Australia’s
Great Southern Region is

pig farming heaven. The
water is pure and the cooler temperatures are ideal.
• The light, sandy, freedraining soil and clean
environment of the Great
Southern makes for the
perfect spot to farm free
range pigs.
• For Plantagenet Pork,
raising happy pigs is
very important. The
farmers make sure there
is very little interference
with the pig. The piglets
are not touched, there’s
no iron injecting, teeth
clipping or tail docking
and no antibiotics or artificial growth promotion
is given.
• Feeding time is done
in the most natural way,
so they have to forage for
their food.
• Every two years, the
farm is ‘picked up’ and

moved for the benefit of
the environment. The old
farm is churned and then
re-cropped.
• For such a high
standard quality of pig,
it doesn’t come cheap.
There’s a greater expense
involved when breeding
free range, but the welfare of the animal and
superiority in taste is all
worth it, and the consumer seems to agree!
• Plantagenet Pork is
RSPCA-credited
and
APIQP free-range credited to industry standards.
• Plantagenet Pork won
Champion Pork at the
2018 Perth Royal Food
Awards.
Check out the Plantagenet Pork website plan
tagenetpork.com.au for
some yummy pork recipes and the full story.

Delish program host Scott Taylor (left) interviewed Lui Rinaldi at Western Meat
Packers’ Margaret River farm. Lui was a star in the pork industry for 35 years with
Watsons and Craig Mostyn Group before joining WMPG almost a year ago.

exclusive Australian distributor
IDEAL needle & syringe range
Range of standard & detectable
Range of sizes available

HOT PRICE
PRIMATECH Vaccinators
Bottle mount & non-bottle mount + Range of sizes

*
$27.00 (Ex GST)

To find out more contact: Country Vet 1800 426 142
WestVet 1800 791 270 (WA only)
*Offer available until December 31st 2018.
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Financial support
for Queensland
pork producers
PORK Queensland Inc
has been working hard to
support the pork industry
through this current period of low prices, high
feed costs and drought,
and urges any producer
facing financial stress to
consider support available through the Queensland Rural and Industry
Development Authority.

QRIDA has commenced
the Farm Debt Restructure
Office to assist producers
in financial distress.
Through QRIDA, pork
producers experiencing financial hardship can apply
to receive a free professional financial analysis of
their farm business.
The analysis requires the
service provider to collaborate with producers and
their existing finance professionals and culminates
in a no-obligation report
that may include debt restructuring options.
The assistance package
is called Farm Business
Analysis.
Farm Debt Restructure
Office manager Daniel
Elder said this assistance
package focuses on delivering knowledge and advice.
“Where short-term capital injections assist with
basic expenses, the Farm
Business Analysis is designed to address longterm economic realities,”
he said.
“The result is a more
informed producer with

greater insight on the most
valuable aspects of their
business.”
The analysis is designed
to review the business’s financial position, providing
no-obligation options to
reduce or restructure debt.
“Paying for financial advice when you’re already
doing it tough can be a
hard decision – FDRO
takes that pressure off,”
Daniel said.
Existing QRIDA loan
clients experiencing financial stress may request a
review of their repayment
arrangements to provide
breathing space during
this difficult time.
These producers should
contact QRIDA to discuss.
The key message is not to
wait until a financial situation is dire.
Each business’s circumstances are different, and
producers are encouraged
not to self-assess their eligibility for assistance.
QRIDA can also direct
producers to other available areas of support.
PQI can help direct producers seeking help.
Call John Coward on
0407 622 166.
Contact QRIDA to arrange a meeting with your
local regional area manager, speak with Daniel Elder, or your existing client
manager on 1800 623 946
or visit qrida.qld.gov.au

Pig Farm Perspective by Bruce the brainy pig
A LAND girt by sea
affords Australia an advantageous position in
protecting our livestock
industries from exotic
diseases.

The recent outbreak
of African swine fever
in multiple farms across
China is a timely reminder of the potential
consequences of an exotic animal disease outbreak.
An exotic disease outbreak such as ASF or
other diseases of similar notoriety (foot and
mouth disease, classical
swine fever) poses serious risk to the Australian
pork industry through
loss of production, loss
of jobs, forced culling
and loss of export markets.
Strong biosecurity at

both a national and onfarm level is the key to
exotic disease prevention.
Safety lies in layers of
defence.
Downtime before entry
for visitors, prevention of
staff contact with other
pigs (domestic, commercial and wild), changes
of footwear and outer
clothing before entry, defined clean/dirty zones,
hand washing on entry,
provision of a lunchroom
and prohibiting pork
products on site should
all be in place as a biosecurity plan.
If one layer of defence
fails, the next should
protect you.
Despite
Australia’s
strong position to protect
against exotic disease, it
is easy to become com-

placent, especially when
what we are fighting is
often invisible to the naked eye.
Taking farm biosecurity to the next
level will help the fight
against exotic disease.
Perimeter fencing, bird
and
rodent-proofing
sheds, all-in-all-out systems and separate footwear/clothing for each
unit are all examples
of achievable improvements to current protocols.
Of course, this is just
skimming the surface
and regular biosecurity
audits should take place
to identify individual
risk points for each
farm.
In a tightly regulated
pork import market, one
of Australia’s most sig-

nificant risks of exotic
disease entry is through
the illegal or accidental
importation of animal
products that are swill
fed to domestic pigs or
scavenged by wild pig
populations.
Swill feeding is illegal
because meat products
can carry exotic diseases.
Arguably, this is a bigger risk for hobby pig
farmers or pet pig owners who do not have
ready access to commercially available, qualityassured rations.
Through poor education or complacency,
the likelihood of swill
feeding may be higher
in these smaller operations.
The feeding of swill is
believed to have caused

the outbreak of foot
and mouth disease in
the United Kingdom in
2001.
This highlights the importance of biosecurity
at every level of pig production and ownership,
regardless of size.
So, in a global market
where it is difficult to
compete at a cost of production level, it is vital
that we remain vigilant
on biosecurity and protect Australia’s valuable
brand of safe, healthy
and disease-free meat.
Through consistent review and improvement
of biosecurity protocols, pig producers of
Australia will be better
equipped to stop the ‘invisible’ from becoming
the tangible monster that
is exotic disease.

30 MILLION PIGS
VACCINATED IN
AUSTRALIA

Consultation open for
Australian Pork Limited
performance review
AUSTRALIAN Pork
Limited is seeking feedback from
stakeholders and interested parties as it
begins an independent review of its performance.

A performance review is required every
three years prior to
completing and renewing APL’s Funding
Agreement with the
Commonwealth Government.
It provides an opportunity to ensure the
continuous improvement of the company
to meet industry needs.
Forest Hill Consulting will complete the
independent review.
The
consultancy
team will be contacting a selection of
stakeholders between
August and October
2018 to discuss the
performance of APL.
The performance review will assess APL’s
efficiency and effectiveness, including:
• Accountability and

www.porknews.com.au

transparency with government, levy payers
and industry stakeholders;
• Responsiveness to
the government’s research and development priorities;
• Ability to meet FA
obligations and ministerial-requested directions;
• Performance against
strategic and annual
business plans; and
• Activities that provide wider public good
benefits.
APL encourages all
stakeholders to have
their say during the review period.
In particular, APL
urges all producer
members and nonmembers to participate.
If you would like to
make a submission to
the review, or if you
would like to be contacted about any matter relating to this review, please send an
email to submissions@
aplreview.org
Submissions must be
received by October 12
to be considered in the
review.
For more information, and to read the
terms of reference,
please visit aplreview.
org

SHINE BRIGHTER.
Proven efficacy against PCV2 without compromising safety
• First and leading PCV2 piglet vaccine globally and in Australia
• Approved in gestating and lactating sows
• One shot from 14 days of age onwards for premium protection
• Unique combination of PCA™ and ImpranFLEX™

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited ABN 52 000 452 308. Animal Health Division, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. Toll free: 1800 038 037. Ingelvac CircoFLEX® is a
trademark of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH, 55216 Ingelheim/Rhein.
AUS/CIRCOFL-181000

Australian Pork Newspaper, September 2018 – Page 9

Dr David Torrallardona from IRTA Spain.
Leon Hall from BASF co-ordinated the seminar.

BASF Brisbane seminar on pig gut flora
BASF recently hosted a
seminar in Brisbane to
discuss aspects of pig
feed additives on gut
flora stabilisation and
Australian Pork Newspaper was there to cover
the event.

Dr Torrallardona answered questions post-presentation.
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Dr Peter Ader from BASF Germany.

Two international speakers headlined the event,
the first of which was Dr
David Torrallardona from
the Institute of Agrifood
Research and Technology,
Spain.
An author of several
scientific publications
and contributions to international nutrition meetings, Dr Torrallardona
discussed his experiences
in Europe on minimising

the need of antibiotics for
prevention and therapy in
pig nutrition.
He talked about how
antibiotics are currently
used in pig production
and then noted several
alternatives
including
modification of the diet
to incorporate pre- and
probiotics, initiating antimicrobial activity and immunomodulatory activity.
Dr Torrallardona broke
down the various alternatives and evaluated their
merit.
It was found that in 830
peer-reviewed
papers
(2019 trials) published
between 1990 and 2017,
prebiotics and oligosaccharides commonly had
a significantly positive effect on pig performance in
the form of average daily
gain and average daily
feed intake.
Resistant
starch/fibre was mentioned with
a negative effect on the
same performance parameters more often than it received a positive notation.
Moving on to in-feed
antibiotic alternatives,
probiotics and yeasts, the
percentage of published
trials reporting significant
positive effects increased
substantially, with over 40
percent of trials netting
positive impacts on some
parameters.
Antimicrobial peptides
and bacteriophages are
known to be very effective
against certain bacteria,
however they have a narrow spectrum of activity
so need to be used wisely.
A large percentage of
trials showed positive
effects from the use of
lysozyme and zinc oxide/
copper sulphate on the
performance of pigs.
Care should be taken,
however, as zinc and copper are possible contributors to antimicrobial resistance and long periods
of high doses can result
in severe adverse effects
for the animal and the
environment.
In summary, Dr Torrallardona recommended
that for diets without antibiotics, zinc or copper,
pigs should be fed good-

quality, highly digestible,
palatable diets low in antinutritional factors:
• Minimise crude protein content (the use of
synthetic amino acids can
help) and use specialty
protein sources.
• Use processed starch
sources where possible.
• Minimise soluble nonstarch polysaccharides
and use carbohydrases to
improve availability of
short chain oligosaccharides.
• Add some insoluble
NSP source such as wheat
bran and use coarser grain
grinding.
• Reduce the feed’s buffering capacity by adding
organic acids or removing
calcium.
• Extra supply of nutrients to support GIT mucosa and immune function (such as SAA, tryptophan, threonine, reduced
n-6:n-3 ratio).
He also recommended
the use of additives to optimise the GIT functions
(digestion and barrier) and
the composition of the microbiota through enzymes
(phytases and carbohydrases) and alternatives to
antibiotics (organic acids,
probiotics and so on).
The second speaker at
the event was Dr Peter
Ader from BASF, Germany.
Dr Ader has been active
in the feed additive industry since 2000 and has
experience with the technical application of additives such as enzymes,
probiotics, organically
bound trace elements,
coccidiostats, AGPs and
herbal extracts.
At the seminar, he discussed ‘antibiotic preventative’ products, with the
fastest growth of replacement products expected
for probiotics, yeasts and
prebiotics.
Dr Ader noted the effectiveness of formic acid
on pH and buffer capacity of a pre-starter and on
feed conversion ratio and
frequency of diarrhoea in
piglets.
Monobutyrin was then
extensively analysed and
its effectiveness in im-

proving pig gut health and
performance evaluated,
with some tests showing
it achieved the same level
of efficacy as the antibiotic treatment post-E. coli
challenge.
Research on the probiotic, clostridium butyricum
found competitive exclusion likely by acetic and
butyric acid excretion or
by preventing colonisation
of pathogens by adhesion
to the mucosal surface.
There appears to be
some trophic effect on gut
mucosa and spore forming protects viability of
the probiotic throughout
feed production, gastric
passage (acid) and duodenal passage (digestive
enzymes).
Dissecting the three active agents to support gut
health – BASF Amasil
NA (buffered formic acid),
monobutyrin and clostridium butyricum – showed
potential complementary
effects in feed, in stomach,
in digesta and in mucosa.
1. Impact on feed digestion: Improve feed preservation/hygiene and digestibility with organic acids
(formic acid and propionic acid).
2. Impact on gut health
and digestion: Permeabilisation of pathogens by
mono-glycerides from
monobutyrin; Competitive exclusion of pathogens by clostridium butyricum; Benefits to
gut mucosa by butyrate
from monobutyrin and
clostridium butyricum;
Benefits to digestion by
monobutyrin (emulsifying
effects).
3. Impact on carcass:
Reduced transfer of pathogens into the human food
chain (salmonella spp., E.
coli) by monobutyrin.
At the conclusion of Dr
Ader’s presentation, attendees were given the opportunity to ask questions
to clarify their knowledge
of the topics presented.
For any further information on the additives and
results presented, don’t
hesitate to get in touch
with BASF on 03 8855
6600 or visit nutrition.
basf.com

Those in attendance learnt a great deal from the knowledgeable presenters.
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A show of concern
MORE than 100 Queensland pork producers
and industry personnel
gathered at two industry
meetings held at Murgon and Dalby during
August, engaging with
Australian Pork Limited
relative to the devastating financial situation
Australian pork farmers
are currently experiencing.

Producers at the meetings stated they were losing an average of 40c/kg
on pigs sent to market,
and with increasing grain
prices as a result of the
drought, many producers
will need to arrange additional financial support
to continue operating.
With no definitive end to
the impacts of oversupply
of pigs and extreme grain
prices, many producers declared they had no
choice but to reduce matings or in extreme cases
stop altogether and wind
down their business.
Thanks to Sara Willis from the Queensland
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries who
chaired the meetings at
which APL presented the
most recent data regarding farm productivity and
slaughter numbers.
Interestingly, production survey figures collected by APL showed increased herd performance
accounted for more than
half the increased slaughter numbers, along with
the impact of an increase
in the number of sows on
farm.
Officers
from
the
Queensland Rural Financial Counselling Service
and Queensland Rural
and Industry Development Authority presented
details of the support their

President’s Perspective
by JOHN COWARD

organisations can provide
producers.
A number of producers
have availed themselves
of this service to better
understand their financial
options and dealing with
the stress of the implications.
Pork Queensland Inc
provided details of the approaches being made to
seek greater support for
producers in financial
stress, and while governments had not moved
on supporting intensive
livestock producers with
freight subsidies akin to
the drought-affected graziers, they have reduced
the barriers to other financial support loans.
PQI has also offered all
producers in Queensland
12 months free membership during this current
crisis and has extended
a membership of $200
to industry associates
to support our industry
and PQI activities.
Any other producers or
associates not registered
at the industry meetings who would like to
join PQI should contact
me on 0407 622 166.
Given the stress of the
current crisis, producers
and delegates are urged to
keep the lines of communication open with nearby
producers, providing at
least a supportive ear for
those in need.
I remind all producers

the QRIDA and QRFCS
are great points of contact and will direct you
to support as required, as
is PQI, with any contact
being confidential.
Producers should have
a plan to deal with the
current crisis and include
support required to address a prolonged recovery into next year, should
it eventuate.
Let’s hope the drought is
broken sooner than later
and provides some relief
while we wait for a balance of supply and demand.

Media campaign set to intensify
THE ‘Get Some Pork
On Your Fork’ campaign has been successful so far and consumers are set to hear
it more often as the
media campaign intensifies during the current industry climate.

To continue growing
consumer appeal, additional advertising will
air between now and
Easter in order to drive
short-term demand.
We’re implementing
an aggressive strategy
to help continue building demand.
The Board has approved additional investment in advertising to ensure we can
step up our Christmas
campaign, but also intensify activity in the
period from September
to Easter.

Marketing Matters
by PETER HAYDON
General Manager Marketing

Christmas is obviously
a vital time for our industry, with an opportunity to get roasts and
Aussie hams on the festive table and we want
to make sure we’re front
of mind.
The second period,
that is encompassing
Chinese New Year and
Easter, coincides with
the critical time for in-

dustry and a traditional
production peak.
The additional investment in advertising also
seeks to address the
risk of a total meat consumption decline.
Our plan involves executing the same successful pork roast creative
for Christmas that we’ve
used for the past couple
of years.

In addition, consumers
in the west will also be
targeted further in coming months.
We are working with
Western Australian producers on an additional media spend there,
which will be matched
by local producers and,
also, targeting significant state government
support.
This aims to tackle the
current hardship that is
a result of oversupply in
the west and exacerbating the national situation.
The Australian Pork
Limited
investment
is receiving a significant boost to return on
investment due to the
commitments
from
the WA producers and
hopefully the Western
Australian Government.

Protection and Profit
from START to FINISH

Funds available to advance
agtech innovation
THE Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development has
made funding available
to stimulate further innovation in the agricultural
technology sector.
The assistance will enable recipients to participate in the Combine
Agtech Hub, a Perthbased initiative that supports emerging agtech
businesses.
Department of Agribusiness and Food Investment
lead Susan Hall said the
funds would assist applicants to transform their
concepts and designs into
digital solutions.
“This is a wonderful opportunity for fledging startups and people with a great
agtech business idea to develop their plans in a safe
and stimulating environment,” Ms Hall said.
“Successful applicants
will receive free access
to state-of-the-art office
space at the Flux in-
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novation hub, access to
mentoring and networking events and the opportunity to work alongside like-minded people
to stimulate synergies and
collaboration.”
The funding is a part of
the department’s commitment to advance agtech
in Western Australia and
complements other initiatives, including the Digital
Farm Grants program, the
recent AgTech Hackathon
and support to attend the
HARVEST AgTech Accelerator program.
“Agtech has become an
essential component of
successful agricultural
businesses, which enables
WA enterprises to operate and compete in an
increasingly fast-paced,
global marketplace,” Ms
Hall said.
Applications to participate in the Combine
Agtech Hub can be made
via fluxperth.com/com
bine

Porcilis PCV
®

Long-term PCV2 immunity for performance and profit
A single vaccination (2 mL) to pigs from 3 weeks of age*
Rapid onset of immunity with long-term protection
Reduces viral load and shedding
Reduces mortality*
Reduces weight loss*
Increases average daily weight gain*
* During the fattening period. Refer to registered product label for full claim details.
Refer to Technical brochure for details of trial data.
Intervet Australia Pty Limited trading as MSD Animal Health ABN 79 008 467 034

Toll free 1800 033 461 www.msd-animal-health.com.au
Amanda Vardanega 0427 011 579
AU/POK/0715/0015(2)
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Full steam ahead for Pork
CRC-powered piggeries

,
It s a gas
PORK CRC’s Bioenergy
Support Program was a
producer-steered technical support program to
enable biogas adoption
across the Australian
and New Zealand pork
sectors.

The BSP conducted industry-tailored research to
provide technical knowhow for producers, industry service providers and

Covered anaerobic pond at a 20,000 SPU grow-out piggery in NSW.

Venturi-Aerator and Gorman-Rupp
pump being set up to replace
existing systems.

A SAFER and more
COST EFFECTIVE
Aeration System!
FREE Case Studies:
Ask us for free Municipal
or Industrial case studies.

Venturi-Aerator with Gorman-Rupp Pump
• Most efficient of the “Kinetic Transfer” systems
• Transfer up to 1.86kg per kW hour of O 2
• High Gas/Liquid ratio (2.2:1)

HydroInnovations.com.au
02 9898 1800
sales@hydroinnovations.com.au

• Mounted on banks for easy access to monitor and maintain
• Safer than devices located inside basins
• Greatly reduced maintenance cost

by ALAN SKERMAN
Leader, Pork CRC Bioenergy
Support Program

consultants to assist in
the planning, design, construction, commissioning
and operation of piggery
biogas systems.
The research and technical support of the BSP
heavily drew on contributions by Pork CRC biogas
demonstration piggeries,
established as part of the
BSP initiative.
Gas result
The manure effluent of
about 15 percent of the
total Australian pig herd
is now being directed to
biogas systems.
This is equivalent to 29
percent of the national
herd housed in conventional sheds at piggeries
larger than 500 sow farrow-to-finish (the estimated cut-off for feasibility).
Before the BSP started
in 2012, manure from
only about 2 percent of
the national Australian
herd was directed to biogas systems, so the BSP’s
positive impact on biogas
adoption has been substantial.
Producers with biogas
systems are benefitting
from reduced odour and
saving on energy costs,
selling excess biogasderived electricity to the
supply grid and selling
Australian Carbon Credit
Units and renewable energy certificates.
Capital expenditure payback periods of less than
three years have been realised.
Since the Emissions Reduction Fund commenced
in 2012/13, 372,143 ACCUs have been issued to
piggery biogas projects.
This is 372kt CO2-e of
emissions abatement and
an estimated $4 million of
carbon credit sale value to
the participating producers.
Fine future
A recent national piggery biogas survey provided useful data on current and future biogas

adoption interest and
statistics, which indicated
considerable ongoing interest in biogas benefits,
including from smaller
piggeries.
However, there appeared
to be a substantial lack
of awareness of initiatives,
especially among smaller
piggeries.
There was also general
uncertainty about costs,
approvals and reputable
suppliers.
These were considered
major obstacles to further
biogas adoption.
BSP legacy
The BSP leaves a legacy
of technical information,
including technical booklets (see ‘Talking Topics’
at Pork CRC’s website
porkcrc.com.au), Australian Pork Newspaper ‘It’s
a gas’ columns, a YouTube
video and several peerreviewed scientific publications underpinning the
developments.
These information resources will continue to
support the ongoing safe
and technically sound
development of on-farm
biogas projects at Australian and New Zealand piggeries.
Lastly, the operational
Pork CRC biogas demonstration sites could
continue providing information relevant to biogas
in the Australian piggery
context.
Full report
For the full report on
Pork CRC Project 4C-116
regarding the Bioenergy
Support Program and DAF
transition, visit Pork CRC’s
website and view under Research, Program 4, Projects
and Final Reports.
For further information,
contact me at Agri-Science Queensland Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries on 07 4529 4247,
0407 462 529, alan.sker
man@daf.qld.gov.au or
visit daf.qld.gov.au

Better digestion for
better feed efficiency
Add the power of Phytogenics to your diet:
• A unique blend of herbs, essential oils and
Flare operating at a 20,000 SPU grow-out piggery in
NSW.

functional ﬂavours
• Proven in science and practice

M

Tel.: +61 2 9872 6324
ofﬁce.australia@biomin.net

EN

T

• Tailored to the animal’s needs
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AGE

M

digestarom.biomin.net
Naturally ahead
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A covered anaerobic pond.

www.porknews.com.au

Ingelvac CircoFLEX is still the number-one choice for PCVAD control
INGELVAC
CircoFLEX was the first in
the FLEX family of
swine vaccines and has
built a reputation over
the past decade for providing safe, effective
control of porcine circovirus associated disease
in pigs with a single
dose.

Consistent protection,
every time
Porcine circovirus type
2 vaccines are routinely used worldwide, and
stringent manufacturing
processes are necessary
to maintain batch-tobatch consistency to ensure consistent efficacy
and safety of biological
PCV2 vaccines.
The batch-to-batch consistency of Ingelvac CircoFLEX has been confirmed in a clinical lab
challenge study, and there
is data to demonstrate
that Ingelvac CircoFLEX
displayed consistent efficacy measured in average
daily gain.
More than two billion
pigs globally have been
vaccinated with Ingelvac CircoFLEX in the
field to date
I ngelvac
Ci rco FLEX was the first PCVAD one-dose vaccine in
Australia for the reduction of the early and late
forms of PCVAD.
In the acute phase of
PCVAD, it provides significant reduction in mortality and culls, while in
the chronic phase of the
disease, it is associated
with improved growth
rates.
While viraemia is not
correlated with ADG in
vaccinated pigs, Ingelvac
CircoFLEX still provides
the reassurance of consistent reductions in viraemia and viral load in
vaccinated animals.

Ingelvac CircoFLEX
provides this proven efficacy without compromising safety.
There is data to demonstrate local reactions
following vaccination are
no different to those seen
with a saline injection
when used as per label
instructions, creating less
stress for the pig, as demonstrated by its minimal
impact on willingness to
approach.
Ingelvac CircoFLEX is
the only PCVAD vaccine approved for use in
pregnant and lactating
sows
PCV2 infections can
have serious consequences, not only in piglets, but
also in sows.
Infected sows may
not present any obvious
signs but still transmit
PCV2 through the placenta to the embryos and
foetuses.
This can lead to death
and reabsorption of embryos and thereby to
smaller litter sizes or return to oestrus.
Piglets infected in-utero
that are born alive can
also have the disease incubating even before they
get vaccinated against
PCV2, thus can potentially go on to develop
PCVAD despite vaccination.
Ingelvac CircoFLEX,
with its unique safety
profile, is now also approved for use in pregnant and lactating sows.
Sow vaccination complements vaccination of
piglets and gilts to help
ensure protection of the
whole herd.
It can be used at all
stages of pregnancy and
lactation to protect sows
from PCV2 infection
and does not interfere
with the protection of
piglets vaccinated with

Ingelvac CircoFLEX.
Reliable protection for
the whole herd
A single dose of Ingelvac CircoFLEX consistently protects pig populations from the significant health impacts of
PCVAD, making it the
number-one choice for

PCVAD control.
The recommended Ingelvac CircoFLEX vaccination strategy now
consists of a comprehensive three-tiered approach:
1. Piglets: Vaccination
of piglets with a single
1ml dose of Ingelvac Cir-

coFLEX any time from
14 days of age onwards to
provide premium protection without compromising safety.
2. Gilts: Vaccination of
gilts with Ingelvac CircoFLEX after selection
or during quarantine to
protect them from PCV2

associated reproductive
failure after introduction
into the sow herd.
3. Sows: Vaccination of
pregnant and lactating
sows with Ingelvac CircoFLEX to reduce clinical signs associated with
PCV2, including reproductive losses.

For more information
on Ingelvac CircoFLEX
or the unique three-tiered
vaccination strategy, contact your veterinarian or
Boehringer Ingelheim
Animal Health Territory
Manager.
www.boehringer-ingel
heim.com.au

Abattoir selects GormanRupp self-priming pumps
AN Australian abattoir
recently took delivery of
nine Gorman-Rupp selfpriming pumps.

It is understandable the
business chose GormanRupp wastewater pumps
for its wastewater applications, but it also chose
Gorman-Rupp pumps for
pond water transfer as
well.
All applications required
self-priming pumps, so
the abattoir chose the
most rugged and reliable
brand on the market for
all its self-priming pump
needs.
As the general transfer
pumps needed to handle a
certain level of grit, these

www.porknews.com.au

pumps were supplied with
Gorman-Rupp ‘Hard Iron’
internals to extend their
service life, and GormanRupp Super T Series sewage pumps were supplied
for the wastewater applications.
Gorman-Rupp’s Super T
and Ultra V Series selfpriming pumps are used
extensively by water authorities, councils and
heavy industry for their
ruggedness, reliability and
self-priming capabilities.
Being
self-priming,
pumps can be located
above the water – not in
it, making servicing and
maintenance much easier.
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The horror of African swine fever in Europe is now hitting China
FOLLOWING its introduction in 2007 in
Georgia, African swine
fever virus is now well
established in the west
of Russia, the Baltic region, Ukraine, Poland,
Romania and the Czech
Republic – well into the
European Union.

A dead and decomposed warthog in Poland. Dead
wild pigs may not be found for months. This carcass
was still infective.

Pigs that died from ASF in Russia.

A content Asian wild boar mum and piglets – all at
risk to ASF.

An African warthog.

The pathogen continues
to fan out in all directions.
The disaster of August
2018 was China, with 46
percent of the world’s pig
population, reported its
first cases.
This poses additional
threats to the Australian
industry.
ASF is a large DNA virus that is closely related
to pox viruses and some
insect viruses.
There are at least 22 different types of the virus.
The virus is insectborne, naturally living in
the soft body tick carios
(ornithodorus) moubata,
which lives in Africa.
Unfortunately, it is also
able to replicate in pigs,
sus scrofa (the wild and
domestic pig), but also the
warthog, giant forest hog,
red river hog and even the
peccaries of the Americas.
The clinical signs of
ASF can be dramatic but
they also resemble a number of other conditions,
and the most important
in Asia is classical swine
fever.
The key feature is pigs
die en masse.
While many pigs die
suddenly, some survive
for a week (two to 10 days)
and they may present with
a variety of clinical signs:
• High temperature –
usually causing sows to
abort, which is often the
first dramatic sign;
• The pigs stop eating;
• Pens are unusually
quiet and pigs look depressed;
• There may be skin
colour changes with red
blotches; and

• Initial constipation,
giving way to diarrhoea.
Dramatic haemorrhage
is a feature at the nose
and rectum, with blood
spots evident on the skin.
The signs can take three
weeks to develop in the
pig following infection.
Farmers have to realise
ASF affects pigs of all
age groups, whereas most
other conditions that may
produce similar signs do
not – this is the best way
to rule it out quickly.
Some pigs will survive ASF, including wild
boars.
They are then a huge
risk factor for spread of
disease because they remain carriers for the rest
of their lives and can infect other pigs at any time.
Control and treatment
There is no treatment for
ASF.
Currently, there is no
vaccine, though trials are
being carried out.
Twenty-two different
strains of the virus make
life very difficult.
A vaccine against the
type II strain would be
an invaluable tool in the
control of the disease.
Stopping the spread of
the virus
A pig is infected by eating infected pig products.
All body secretions of
infected pigs have large
amounts of virus present,
including faeces, urine,
blood and any part of the
carcass.
The virus can survive
for years in meat products
and two to three weeks in
faeces.
Dead wild boar act as a
reservoir for other curious
wild boar.
To control the virus,
regional stamping out is
practised over a 10km
zone around the affected
animal(s).
It is absolutely essential
Chinese visitors do not
bring any pork products
overseas.

This is especially true
for any of the excellent
Chinese workers on our
Australian farms.
When biosecurity is
poor, pig products can be
moved by vehicles, equipment, clothing and boots.
Pig movement is always
a serious risk, especially
moving pigs to the slaughterhouse to try to salvage
something from the decimation on the farm.
Disinfectants will destroy the virus – sodium
hydroxide, hypochlorites,
formalin, phenols and iodine compounds are all
effective.
Even soap will kill the
virus.
Disinfectants must be
used at the correct concentration, but the biggest
issue is the surface to be
disinfected must be clean.
Cleaning takes time and
patience, and attention to
detail is vital if the process is to be effective.
With ASF, mediocrity
will not be enough.
Clean it before you disinfect it!
Outcome
African swine fever
is rapidly becoming the
next great, and probably
the greatest, threat to the
European and Asian pig
herd; its effects are potentially catastrophic – worse
than PRRS, PMWS or
PED.

If you suspect a problem, ask your veterinarian
– do not pretend it’s not
happening.
With no vaccine, we
have to rely on prompt
detection and slaughter to
control this terrible disease.
We cannot wait for science to save us.
Do not allow employees
to bring pork products on
the farm and always wash
your hands in soap and
water before handling the
pigs.
John Carr
James Cook University,
Townsville

Farms can recover from
PED, but farms cannot recover, without depopulation and lots of hard work,
from ASF.
This is a problem for all
of us because even if a
farm practises exemplary
biosecurity, a case of ASF
within 10km is likely to
result in government action to slaughter the pigs.
Stopping the spread relies
heavily on the surveillance
and openness from the
whole farm health team.
This is not a disease
you can hide, whether
you have just one pig or
50,000.

Perimeter fencing on farms needs to be significant to
stop pigs entering the unit.

Pathogen/disorder

Signs similar to ASF

Classical swine fever

Exactly the same – but most pigs in China are
vaccinated

Actinobacillus pleuropneumonia

Mainly finishing pig mortality

Erysipelas

Diamond lesions

Salmonellosis

Intestinal lesions

Aujeszky’s disease

Death in younger pigs

Pasteurella

Mainly finishing pig mortality

Haemophilus parasuis

Weaners and newly introduced pigs die

Swine influenza

Low mortality and sneezing

Porcine reproductive and
respiratory syndrome

Sows may abort but high mortality in finishing
unlikely

Table 1: Disorders that may typically resemble African swine fever.

Excellent quality
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

■ Farrowing and weaner crates,
growers and baconer pens. ■ Feed
hopper with stainless steel trough.

■ Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap;
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.

Straight Farrowing Crate.

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST
Ph (02) 6644 6065
Mobile 0437 431 901 | Email sales@vereyken.com.au
2 Clark Rd, Junction Hill • PO Box 421, Grafton NSW 2460
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Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd
Victoria:
Freecall:

ABN 11 003 543 548

Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
Mobile: 0437 431 901

Ben Slots
1800 999 245

Phone: (03) 9462 4266
Mobile: 0418 388 842
www.porknews.com.au

Here’s my Card
THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the
right people for any number of specialist
services and facilities in the pig industry.
Whatever the job you need to accomplish,
here’s a group of business cards that
guarantee you the best available.

Managing Director
M: 0428 233 200
E: info@cpyke.com.au
PO Box 3350
Port Lincoln South Australia 5606
www.cpyke.com.au

Executve Technical Services and Sales Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0428 270 494
Tel:
1800 038 037
Fax:
02 8875 8715

Phone: 1300 059 003
Fax: 1300 858 626
Email: info@polytex.net.au
www.polytex.net.au

phillip.marr@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Susan Schryver

Supplier of
high performance
ingredients for
aquatic and
animal nutrition

Christian Pyke

Phillip Marr

Supplying the
Piggery Industry
with tarpaulin
• Shelter covers
• Blinds • Liners
• Thermal Covers

Chantel Wakenshaw

Business Unit Head – Swine

B.Ed
Technical Services and Sales Representative

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 554 328
Tel:
1800 038 037
Fax:
02 8875 8715

Australian Agent / Distributor for:

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 233 227
1800 038 037
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:

susan.schryver@boehringer-ingelheim.com

chantel.wakenshaw@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Sam Custodio

Gabriel Crane

DAIRIES - PIGGERIES - ABATTOIRS

Executive Technical Services and Sales Manager

Technical Services and Sales Representative

Proudly designed & manufactured in Australia
NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATER
Can run dry indefinitely without damage
HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators
UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

(03) 9699

7355

www.reevegroup.com.au

A.P.S.

AUSSIE PORK
SUPPLIERS PTY LTD

• Crispy dry
• Pork floss
y
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Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0409 493 368
1800 038 037
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 459 356
02 8875 8800
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:

samuel.custodio@boehringer-ingelheim.com

gabe.crane@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Ruel P.Pagoto D.V.M.

Meg Donahoo

Senior Technical Support Officer - Swine

Senior Technical Services and Sales Manager – Swine

usages

iality sa
pork • Spec

James Bredhauer

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0400 941 233
1800 038 037
Tel:
03 8875 8715
Fax:

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0411 330 493
1800 038 037
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:

Ph: 07 4162 2233
8 King St
Fax: 07 4162 4804
PO Box 1187
Mob: 0427 549 373
Kingaroy Qld 4610
Email: jamesb@aussieporksuppliers.com.au

ruel.pagoto@boehringer-ingelheim.com

meg.donahoo@boehringer-ingelheim.com

VAUCLUSE & APS

117 Chapman Rd, Inglewood, SA 5133

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION

Kate HENNE - 0499 287 710
Nathan LISTER - 0499 171 010
Darryl MEANEY - 0419 594 922
Bernard CHUAH - 0414 610 889

Alex Turney

David Reu

MOBILE: 0427 791 734
EMAIL: davidreu@vaucluse-aps.com.au

PH:

08 8380 5672

FAX:

08 8380 5176

www.vaucluse-aps.com.au

Managing Director - Australia and New Zealand

Neil GANNON - 0458 634 554
Mark OLLEY - 0437 076 615

M: +61. (0)419 005 511
E: aturney@lallemand.com

BIOMIN Australia Pty Ltd
PO Box 2344, Carlingford NSW 2118
Tel: 02 9872 6324, Fax: 02 9872 5139
email: office.australia@biomin.net

www.lallemand.com
www.biomin.net
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Alan Smith

B. Ag Sci.

Managing Director
Minitube Australia Pty Ltd
P.O. Box 1
135 Brooke Street, Smythesdale
Victoria 3351
Australia

David Cadogan
B.Ag.Sci, MRurSc, PhD.
Technical Services Manager
Monogastrics

Tel: +61 3 5342 8688
Fax: +61 3 5342 8788
Mobile: +61 414 432 790
asmith@minitube.com.au
www.minitube.com.au

M 0409 049 793
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au
13 High Street, Lancefield
Victoria 3435 Australia

www.feedw orks.com.a u
www.porknews.com.au

DEAN GUENTHER
Oceania General Manager

Zinpro Animal Nutrition, Inc.
PO Box 1084
Woodford QLD 4514 Australia
zinpro.com

Stuart Wilkinson
Technical Services Manager
Monogastrics

mobile: 61 (0)412 853 270
Office: 61 (0)7 5422 9201
fax: 61 (0)7 5422 9201
dguenther@zinpro.com

M 0414 487 882
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au
13 High Street, Lancefield
Victoria 3435 Australia

www.feedw orks.com.a u

"Belmont"
MS 360
Bell Qld
Australia 4408

Brenden McClelland

Phone: 07 4663 1279
Fax: 07 4663 1395
AI Centre: 07 4663 1071
Mobile: 0409 064 806
lco@outlook.com
belmontpastora
email:
website: www.easterngenetics.com.au

Doug Pearson

Equipment & Milling Technology
Manager

M 0408 735 185
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E doug.pearson@feedworks.com.au
PO Box 369 Romsey
Victoria Australia 3434

www.feedworks.com.au
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ABN: 92 115 191 056

Email: ddt@ddt.com.au
Phone: 07 4634 2166
33 Industrial Ave, Toowoomba QLD 4350

ACE Laboratory Services

Alison Leary
0487 777 089
Fiona Selleck
0428 247 272

12 Gildea Lane Bendigo East, Vic 3550

F
F
F
F

Piggery blinds
Replacement covers
Dam liners
Custom made to your specifications

AQIS QC2 Containment Facility

PH : (03) 5443 9665
FAX: (03) 5443 9669

www.ddt.c om.a u

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340
ccdanimalhealth.com.au

APVMA Licensed Manufacturer

Email: info@acelabservices.com.au

PO Box 6101 White Hills, Vic 3550

FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT ON CROPS AND PASTURES

Byron Mellet

Senior Technical Manager

FarmMark Pty Ltd

2/67 Colebard St West, Acacia Ridge QLD 4110

Mobile: +61 417 252 106

Phone: 07 3274 6372 Mobile: 0412 934 892 Fax: 07 3277 8813
Email: luigi@farmmark.com.au
Website: www.farmmark.com.au

Freecall: 1800 500 223
Email: byron@farmmark.com.au
Website: www.farmmark.com.au

LOW
PRESSURE
MEANS LOW
COST!

1800 241 534 | vaugh anirrig ators.c om.au

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road
Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113
North Ryde Post Business Centre,
Locked Bag 2234
North Ryde, NSW, 1670
Australia
T 1800 033 461
M 0427 011 579
F 1800 817 414
amanda.vardanega@merck.com

Amanda Vardanega

National Key Account Manager
Swine

FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT
ON CROPS AND PASTURES
Volume capacity –
18m3/hr to 90m3/hr
Spray width to 36m and
runs up to 330m

(03) 9699

7355

Shane Nicholson (Qld)
Tel: 0427 200 262

Vin Modra (SA)
Tel: 0407 723 679

Linda Scotts (NSW)
Tel: 0428 972 599

Nigel Young (SA)
Tel: 0436 193 253

Michael Pritchard MTB - Biosecurity
Tel: 0407 764 850

1800 649 231

Alltech Lienert Australia
8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy 5371, South Australia

Alltech.com

Matt Lahm (Vic)
Tel: 0437 056 369

AlltechLienert

www.reevegroup.com.au

Regional Sales Representatives

Fabian Barcelo
0447 444 674

The Science of Healthier Animals

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Elanco Animal Health

A Division of Eli Lilly Australia Pty Limited

Dr. Avril Grieve

BAgSc, BArts, PhD

National Swine
Senior Territory Manager

112 Wharf Road
West Ryde NSW 2114
Mobile: 0418 115 314
Fax: 02 9878 7720
Toll Free: 1800 226 324
Customer Service: 02 9325 4570
E-mail: grieve_avril@elanco.com
www.elanco.com.au

Kym Miller Mobile: 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner Mobile: 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner Mobile: 0499 009 293

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax:
02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Delivering Excellence in
Swine Reproduction

CHRIS RICHARDS & ASSOCIATES
Swine Veterinary Consultants
• Health, Production and QA Services
• Disease Eradication and
Repopulations

• Servicing all areas of Australia

www.chrisrichards.com.au • 1800 426 142 • F: 03 5445 5914
®

Walter Osborne
GENETICS MANAGER
CEFN Genetics Pty Ltd
54 King St, Clifton, QLD 4361
07 4697 3344
Phone:
07 4697 3532
Fax:
www.cefn.com.au
Web:
wally@cefn.com.au
Email:
0457 833 621
Mobile:

Breeding a Better Future
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Manufacturers of high
pressure misting systems for
shed cooling and aerial disinfection

TOTAL CLIMATE SOLUTIONS

15b Muntz Street,
Wangaratta, VICTORIA 3677

info@ozmist.com.au
www.ozmist.com.au

1300 306 478

Glencoe, Queensland

Lethbridge, Victoria

(07) 4699 3011

Freecall:

1800 647744

Phone:

Facsimile:

(03) 5281 7547

Mobile:

0457 742 352

Facsimile: (07) 4699 3055
0400 672 418
Mobile:

Email:

lethbridge@porkstorks.com.au Email:

glencoe@porkstorks.com.au

MYORA FARM
ABN 78 008 025 563

“Breeders of quality stock”

JEFF BRAUN

MANAGING DIRECTOR

Telephone: (08) 8725 0411
PO Box 550
Facsimile: (08) 8725 8784
Mount Gambier
Mobile: 0409 091 678
South Australia 5290 Email: myora@myora.com.au

www.porknews.com.au

Low-cost aeration for wastewater
SELF-aspirating ejectors are highly efficient, low-maintenance
wastewater systems.

The dual-purpose units
both promote the aerobic breakdown process
of the waste and keep
the solids in the mixture
from settling in the tank.
These units consist of
a modified Tsurumi B
series sewage submersible pump with a diffuser
assembly attached to the
discharge port.
They are simple to
maintain and have the
option for installation on
guide rails.
Available from Aussie
Pumps, the Tsurumibuilt ejectors are called
the BER series.
Tsurumi was a pioneer
in the use and application of submersible aerators, with livestock operators in Japan quickly
realising the system’s
economy when compared to conventional
blowers or paddle wheelstyle aeration equipment.
Aussie Pumps Tsurumi
product manager Neil
Bennett said, “We see
livestock producers, abattoirs and food processing plants all have wastewater handling issues.”
“These ejectors are
significantly lower cost
than other aeration methods, so offer real savings
in installation costs for
these applications.”
The
self-aspirating
ejectors consist of a B

International Bacon Day and
Australian Bacon Awards
INTERNATIONAL Bacon Day and Father’s
Day recently aligned,
making it the perfect
time to enjoy an Aussie
Bacon Bonanza.

Just in time for the celebrations, Australia’s best
bacon was revealed.
Australian Pork Limited
General Manager of Marketing Peter Haydon said,
“International Bacon Day
is a global celebration and
Father’s Day is an event
that brings families together, so we encouraged
people to make it an Aussie Bacon Bonanza and
enjoy 100 percent Australian bacon all weekend!”
“Many people are
shocked to learn that 70
percent of bacon sold here
is made from imported
pork, but there are plenty
of great-tasting, highquality products made in
Australian from 100 percent Aussie pork.

“In fact, we’ve just announced the winners of
the annual Australian Bacon Awards.”
Campbell’s Superior
Meats, West Pymble
NSW, was named Australia’s Best Bacon after
taking out the state and
national Short Cut Bacon
titles.
Specialist judges, fleischmeister Horst Schurger
and chefs Simon Bestley
and Adam Moore, assessed the appearance,
aroma and taste of 125
entries, with Big Country Meats n Foods, Coffs
Harbour NSW, the other
big winner, taking out the
title of Best Full Rasher
Bacon.
The judges described
the winning bacon from
Campbell’s
Superior
Meats as having an excellent and neat appearance,
great salty smoke profile
and being an excellent
product overall.

State winners were also
announced, making it easier for people to get their
hands on award-winning
bacon.
“Congratulations to the
winners as this year’s
judging revealed some
spectacular full rasher
and short cut bacon,” Mr
Haydon said.
“Why not taste our
winners for yourself or
get creative in the kitchen serving up delicious
Aussie bacon for brekky,
lunch, dinner or even dessert.
“When you buy your bacon, remember to check it
is made with 100 percent
Australian pork by looking for the pink PorkMark
logo or reading the label
to ensure it’s made from at
least 70 percent Australian ingredients.”
For all the results, recipe
inspiration and more information, visit pork.com.
au

series submersible with
a large-channel impeller.
Using a venturi action, wastewater passing
through the pump draws
air from the surface via
an intake pipe.
The mixture is then
horizontally discharged
at high pressure, causing
a stirring current.
This leads to highly efficient aeration, with the
benefit of keeping solids
in suspension rather than
settling to the bottom of
the tank.
“These aerators are as
easy to install as a normal submersible pump,”
Bennett said.
“For maintenance, they
can be simply pulled to

the surface on a chain.
“Tsurumi applies the
same no-compromise
design philosophy to
these units as they do to
their submersible pumps.
“Anti-wicking cable
entry, dual silicon carbide mechanical seal
encapsulated in an oil
chamber, patented oil
lifter and abrasion-resistant materials are all
part of the package.”
A
comprehensive
Wastewater Equipment
Selection Guide has been
produced in conjunction with the Japanese
Sewerage Works Association and provides a
wide range of valuable
information for consult-

ants and operators.
The practical guide
shows how aerators and
bar screens can be used
for the best results.
Submersible aeration
equipment can be used
in batteries, in conjunction with submersible
sewage pumps, to cut
aeration costs and increase flexibility.
The guide also provides data on oxygen
transfer rates and directions for installation.
For a copy of the guide
or further information
on the BER series of
ejectors, contact Neil
Bennett at the Aussie
Pumps Industrial Division on 02 8865 3500.

Easy to install, simple to maintain, the Tsurumi ejectors offer a low-cost, efficient solution to wastewater treatment.
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Dr Christine Potthast from Agromed.

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Dr Geert Bruggeman from Nuscience.
Kym Miller Mobile: 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner Mobile: 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner Mobile: 0499 009 293

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
For all your livestock needs
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Provides high quality products,

Delivered on time,
At competitive pricing,
Supported by the best
available technical service in
animal and livestock nutrition.

Ph: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
Kym 0439 066 054
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Luke 0439 066 006
luke@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Bill 0499 009 293
bill@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Dr Pierre Cozannet from Adisseo.

BEC Feed Solutions focuses on gut health
BEC Feed Solutions recently hosted a breakfast
seminar at the Rydges
South Bank Brisbane
where attendees heard
from key industry experts who discussed optimal nutrition solutions
for swine production.

Kicking off the seminar bright and early was
Agromed R&D director
Dr Christine Potthast who
talked about fibre as a
key for gut health management.
Dr Potthast spoke about
the benefits of adding fibre to the diet of gestating/lactating sows as well
as piglets.
She noted that choosing
the right fibre was key to a
healthy gut environment.
When formulating a diet
you can consider traditional fibre sources such
as wheat bran, sugar beet
pulp and soybean hulls,
within limits, but you
should also think about the
fibre properties (soluble,
insoluble, fermentable),
mycotoxins and other undesirable substances in ad-

dition to soluble prebiotics.
Dr Potthast offered up
functional lignocellulose
from fresh wood as a possible solution for a fibre
concentrate used with a
low inclusion rate as it
combines insoluble and
fermentable fibre.
As described by Dr Potthast, Agromed’s OptiCell
is one such second-generation lignocellulose that
harnesses a synergistic
combination of fermentable and non-fermentable
dietary fibre.
Next to present at the
breakfast seminar was
Nuscience R&D manager
Dr Geert Bruggeman who
discussed the Aromabiotic pig: the way to reduce
antibiotic dependency.
Dr Bruggeman established that reducing antibiotic resistance is a
global challenge and he
believes Aromabiotic presents the answer.
Aromabiotic is a medium-chain fatty acid that
is saturated, unbranched
and monocarboxylic with
a chain length of either

six, eight, 10 or 12 carbon
atoms.
In the gastrointestinal tract, Aromabiotic is
highly antimicrobial and
effectively reduces pathogen virulence, while at
the host level, it improves
intestinal morphology and
improves immunity.
In a trial on an experimental Australian farm,
adding Aromabiotic on
top of the in-water medication (amoxycillin trihydrate, lincomycin/spectinomycin) showed a significant improvement in average daily gain (15 percent)
and feed conversion ratio
(minus 10 percent).
Aromabiotic without the
medication obtained comparable daily growth performances while FCR was
significantly improved by
7 percent.
Both treatments with
Aromabiotic showed very

low mortality figures (0-1
percent), unlike the control treatment, with a 7
percent mortality rate.
Numerous trials presented by Dr Bruggeman
highlighted that Aromabiotic performs on a
similar level to antibiotics
in terms of antibacterial
activity, minus the negative drawbacks associated
with antibiotics.
The final presenter at the
BEC breakfast seminar
was Adisseo Feed Digestibility research manager
Dr Pierre Cozannet who
talked about the potential
of feed enzymes for pig
gut health.
Dr Cozannet began by
discussing gut health
equilibrium and how the
hindgut function can be
modulated.
Rovabio Excel (a feed
additive with a combination of 19 active enzymes
produced by only one
non-genetically modified
fungus) was dissected
and attendees were shown
the impacts on intestinal
health of supplemental
feeding with the product.
Summarising the effect
of Rovabio Excel, in a
corn-based diet, Rovabio
promoted the synthesis of
short-chain fatty acids.

By degrading NSP in
short saccharides, Rovabio provided more substrates for the gut bacteria, which were able to
produce more lactate and
acetate, and then more
propionate and butyrate.
In a wheat/barley/ryebased diet, Rovabio promoted the synthesis of
propionate and butyrate,
which are the final products of the metabolisation
of monosaccharides by
the gut bacteria.
Dr Cozannet concluded
gut physiology and health
are still an issue, and pigs,
poultry and humans are
comparable in this regard,
making human nutrition
research a valuable information source.
He found the main keys
to improve gut health are
feed formulation (fibre
properties, protein fermentable content etc) and
feed additives (erasing
microbiota, changing relationship among mucosa
and microbiota and shifting microbiota).
For further information
on any of the findings or
products discussed, please
contact BEC Feed Solutions on 1300 884 593
or visit becfeedsolutions.
com.au

The breakfast seminar was well attended by industry professionals.
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The three international presenters each received a gift of gratitude from BEC.
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Farrowing fun makes for contented sows

Sow with lucerne at Roseworthy Agricultural College.

Dr Rebecca Morrison of Rivalea Australia was one of the
participants in Pork CRC Project 1A-111. There was a
tendency in the Rivalea study for enriched sows to have
a higher farrowing rate than control sows.

INNOVATIVE research
in Pork CRC Project
1A-111 by scientists
from the University
of Melbourne, Rivalea
Australia, SARDI and
SunPork Farms into the
contentment or affective
state of sows housed
in traditional farrowing systems suggested
providing enrichment
as straw or lucerne hay
two days before farrowing might enhance the
affective state of older
sows and certainly reduce stillbirth rate.

The project, titled ‘Developing ways to measure
and increase sow contentment’, comprised two
studies supported by Pork
CRC and a third study conducted at SunPork Farms
South Australia as part of
an honours program.
All studies were conducted with sows in farrowing crates, with sows

Dr Kate Plush, SunPork Farms and Dr Cameron Ralph, SARDI helped report on the
findings of Pork CRC Project 1A-111.

offered lucerne hay as enrichment before and after farrowing in the first
study at SARDI, a hanging cotton rope, straw for
two days before farrowing, straw before farrowing and through lactation,
lucerne hay for two days
before farrowing, lucerne
hay before and through
lactation in a large study
at Rivalea Australia and
lucerne chaff before farrowing and through lactation in the study at SunPork Farms.
In all studies, enrichment with lucerne hay or
straw reduced stillbirth
rate and in the study at
SunPork Farms enrichment also increased colostrum intake and piglet
weight at seven, 14 and 21
days of lactation.
In the study at Rivalea,
provision of straw or lucerne hay before farrowing (two days) and before
farrowing and through
lactation increased anticipatory behaviours to
feeding in multiparous
sows but not gilts, suggesting an improvement
in affective state.
Former Pork CRC CEO
Roger Campbell noted it
was interesting that in the
smaller SARDI study en-

richment increased total
nesting behaviours and
reduced sham chewing.
“In the large Rivalea
study there were no treatment effects on nesting
behaviour and control
sows exhibited significantly less sham chewing
and pain-related behaviours than sows offered
the lucerne hay or straw
enrichments,” Dr Campbell said.
“There was no effect of
treatment on subsequent
reproduction in any of the
studies, but a tendency
in the Rivalea study for
enriched sows to have
a higher farrowing rate
than control sows.”
The studies were some of
the first to explore the contentment/affective state of
sows housed in traditional
farrowing systems.
This intriguing research
is all detailed in the final report on Pork CRC’s
website at porkcrc.com.
au
For detail, the researchers can be contacted:
Rebecca Doyle (rebecca.
d o y l e @ u n i m e l b. e d u .
au); Rebecca Morrison
( R Mo r r i s o n@r iva l e a.
com.au); and Kate Plush
( k a t e. p l u s h@s u n p o r k
farms.com.au).

Dr Rebecca Doyle, Animal Welfare Science Centre,
University of Melbourne was project leader for Pork
CRC Project 1A-111.

FARMERS and
FEED MILLERS
SFMCA
FeedSafe
Accredited

FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS OF:

Soya beans used in our meals are NOT genetically modified!

CONTACT:

SOYA FEEDS LTD

PTY

Bennie St, Industrial Estate, Dalby

Ph (07) 4662 4333
A/Hrs (07) 4663 5534

We use whole soya beans not gradings
to supply you with a quality meal

High-quality raw feed ingredients and dietary supplements

Animal Yeast

Fish Meal

Fish Oil

Protein – 40% min
18 amino acids – 30% min
100% pure high-grade brewer’s yeast

Protein – 69% min
Fat – 9% min
All amino acids
Made from pilchards

Fat - 95% min

Available in 20kg bags.

$3995 per tonne + gst
Bigger orders = better deals!
Samples available.
NuEra Nutrition
Email: farmeast@senet.com.au
www.porknews.com.au

$1495 per tonne + gst

$2995 per 1000
litres + gst

Full truck loads = special price
Samples available.

Special deals for
larger amounts.

ORDERS: 08 8182 3510

NueraNutrition.com.au
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Ingelvac MycoFLEX®, Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae protection
with extra capacity for mixing with Ingelvac CircoFLEX®

FRESHLY

MIXED
PREMIUM
PROTECTION

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited ABN 52 000 452 308. Animal Health Division, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. Toll free: 1800 038 037. Ingelvac MycoFLEX®, Ingelvac CircoFLEX® and FLEXcombo® are trademarks of
Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH, 55216 Ingelheim/Rhein.
AUS/FCB-181000
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