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Industry Impact Award finalist Edwina Beveridge of Blantyre Farms, pic-
tured at EvokeAg 2025. Photo: Mr.Wigley Photography

Industry impact award finalist

CONGRATULA-
TIONS to Edwina
Beveridge of Blan-
tyre Farms on being
a finalist for an In-
dustry Impact Award.
The inaugural Food
Waste Action Awards,
a highlight of the 2024
National Food Waste
Summit, celebrated
outstanding achieve-
ments in the fight
against food waste.

Hosted on the first
evening of the summit,
the event honoured in-
novators, collabora-
tors and researchers
making  significant
contributions to re-
ducing food waste.

The prestigious In-
dustry Impact Award
recognised individuals

or organisations whose
innovative practices,
technologies or initia-
tives are making a tan-
gible impact on food
waste reduction.

Finalists of the In-
dustry Impact Award
were:

*Blantyre Farms -
Edwina Beveridge

* Yume Food

* Sodexo

 FareShare

* Whole

Blantyre Farms, a pig
production and mixed
farming  operation
near Young in the cen-
tral west NSW region,
is an example of circu-
larity in action.

It uses waste food
products, such as
bread that’s not fresh

enough for the super-
market or out-of-date
dairy products, to feed
the pigs.

Manure is used as fer-
tiliser for grain crops
which are then used
as feed, and the pig-
gery’s effluent system
has been harnessed to
capture methane gas
to make electricity.

At EvokeAg 2024,
Mrs Beveridge said,
“We’re diverting all
this food waste out of
landfill.”

“Recently, our in-
dustry did some
benchmarking on our
lifecycle carbon foot-
print, and we were the
lowest pig farm in the
country in that pro-
gram,” she said.

Change at top reflects priorities

PRIME  Minister
Anthony Albanese
recently announced
a reshuffling of key
positions within the
government, brought
about by a few Labor
members of Parlia-
ment signalling their
intent to retire at the
next election.

These changes pro-
vided an opportunity
for various sectors,
including agriculture
and the pork industry.

The cabinet and
ministry adjustments
reflected the govern-
ment’s priorities and
signalled a strategic
direction for policy
and regulatory frame-
works that may influ-
ence and impact the
agricultural  land-
scape.

Cabinet changes and
their implications for
pork

Julie Collins has
been appointed as the
new Minister for Agri-
culture, Fisheries and
Forestry, alongside her
role as Minister for
Small Business.

Minister  Collins’
dual responsibilities
place her at the inter-
section of agriculture
and small business —
crucial areas that both
underpin the Aus-
tralian economy.

The incoming Min-
ister is based in Tas-
mania, which is home
to a small commercial
pig industry.

We look forward to
working with Minister
Collins as we continue
to advocate on behalf
of the pork industry,
which contributes $6
billion to the Aus-

Point of View

by MARGO ANDRAE
CEO

tralian economy and
supports 34,600 full-
time equivalent jobs
across the country.

There is an oppor-
tunity to build her
understanding of the
pork industry, and sup-
port development of
her approach to man-
aging biosecurity risks
and other agricultural
and trade policies, so
they will be positive
impacts in shaping
pork’s future.

Tony Burke is now in
the roles of Minister
for Home Affairs, Im-
migration and Multi-
cultural Affairs, Cyber
Security and the Arts,
and remains a central
figure in the Labor
Government as Leader
of the House.

In his previous port-
folio, Minister Burke
implemented the
government’s major
industrial  relations
legislative ~ changes
and moves across to
immigration at a time
when reforms are still
underway.

This focus on do-
mestic security and
immigration  issues
could possibly fur-
ther impact workforce
availability across sec-
tors, particularly those
sectors such as agri-

culture and the pork
supply chain, where
migrant workers play
a vital role in filling
Australia’s skill short-
ages.

Senator Murray Watt
has transitioned to
the role of Minister
for Employment and
Workplace Relations
and will now focus on
employment and the
labour market, which
may also have direct
implications for the
pork industry.

Coming across from
the agriculture port-
folio, he brings knowl-
edge of agricultural
labour needs.

His new role pro-
vides an opportunity
to influence work-
place regulations and
employment policies
that impact farm la-
bour availability, in-
cluding the Pacific
Australia Labour Mo-
bility scheme, as well
as wages and working
conditions.

Ministry and as-
sistant ministry
changes

Notably, Senator An-
thony Chisholm as the
Assistant Minister for
Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry, along-
side his regional de-
velopment duties and

supporting role in edu-
cation.

His focus on re-
gional development is
particularly relevant
for the pork industry,
which is deeply rooted
in rural Australia.

Assistant  Minister
Chisholm’s involve-
ment will provide an
opportunity to show-
case the many con-
tributions of the pork
industry to regional
Australia.

Andrew Giles’ new
role as Minister for
Skills and Training
— along with Senator
Jenny McAllister’s ap-
pointment in the roles
of Minister for Cities
and Emergency Man-
agement — will indi-
rectly impact our in-
dustry through skills
development and emer-
gency management,
which are crucial for
ensuring a resilient
agricultural workforce
and safeguarding the
industry against natural
disasters.

These  leadership
changes signal a stra-
tegic approach to im-
plementing govern-
ment policy, which
Australian Pork Lim-
ited will continue to
navigate as increased
regulatory pressures
challenge our indus-
try’s potential produc-
tivity and profitability.

The pork industry
continues to be a sig-
nificant part of Aus-
tralia’s wider agricul-
ture and food sector
and stands to benefit
from a more collabora-
tive approach in real-
ising the industry’s fu-
ture opportunities. 5
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2024

SEP 21-24 - Allen D. Leman Swine
Conference — Minnesota, USA. https:/
lemanconference.umn.edu/

OCT 8-9 - Animal AgTech Innovation
Summit Europe —Amsterdam, Netherlands.
https://animalagtecheurope.com/

OCT 16-17 - Dutch Pork and Poultry
Expo - Evenementenhal Hardenberg,
Netherlands. www.porkpoultryexpo.nl/

OCT 25-27 — The 13th Leman China Swine
Conference & World Swine Industry Expo —
Chengdu, China. https://www.lemanchina.
com/

NOV 12-15 — EuroTier 2024 — Hanover,
Germany. https://www.eurotier.com/en/

NOV 20-21 - Pig Research Summit 2024 —
Copenhagen, Denmark. https://pigresearch
summit.com

2025

JAN 7-9 - Banff Pork Seminar — Banff,
Canada. https://www.banffpork.ca/

FEB 11-12 — Minnesota Pork Congress
- Mankato, USA. https://www.
mnporkcongress.com/

MAR 12-14 - VIV Asia — Bangkok, Thailand.
https://www.vivasia.nl/

MAR 24-26 - 2025 National Feral Pig
Conference — Gold Coast, QLD. https:/
feralpigs.com.au/

JUN 4-5 — World Pork Expo — Des Moines,
lowa, USA. https://www.worldpork.org/

How to supply event details:

Send all details to Australian Pork
Newspaper, PO Box 162, Wynnum,
QId 4178, call 07 3286 1833 or email
ads@collins.media

073286 1833

Working holiday makers are high-return tourists, spending significant portions of their earnings in Australia. Photo: Pat Whelen

THE Australian Gov-
ernment is currently
reviewing regional mi-
gration settings as part
of their broader reform
of the overall migration
system.

The range of different
programs and settings
currently available are
viewed to be compli-
cated, in need of ra-
tionalisation and some
questionable in terms of
effectiveness.

As part of this, the
government is consid-
ering how to reform the
Working Holiday Maker
program visa settings to
limit exploitation, while
still ensuring regional
Australia can access the
workers it needs.

The government also
has a strong commit-
ment to maintaining the
primacy of relationships
with the Pacific and the
Pacific Australia Labour
Mobility scheme.

The government is not
considering  limiting
the WHM visa to one
year, as was previously
flagged, as this would
damage local economies
in regional Australia.

However, one area
being looked at is the
specified work require-
ments — that is the re-
quirement for a WHM
to complete 88 days in

Policy Manager

by ANGELA BRADBURN

a regional area and in
eligible industries (in-
cluding  agriculture),
in order to apply for a
second or third visa.

With a view expressed
by government agencies
that this requirement in-
creases exploitation vul-
nerability.

A number of stake-
holder groups don’t
support changes to the
requirement for regional
work and specified work.

A new joint report
— ‘Regional Impacts
of Working Holiday
Makers Report” by the
National Farmers’ Fed-
eration and tourism
groups — highlights the
value of backpackers to
regional Australia and
the potential impacts of
changing current incen-
tives.

WHMs are high-return
tourists, spending sig-
nificant portions of their

The government is considering how to reform
the Working Holiday Maker program visa settings
to limit exploitation. Photo: Cristian Rojas

earnings in Australia.

Of tourist dollars spent,
44 percent are spent
in regional areas, with
WHMs  contributing
$726 million directly to
these economies.

Post-Covid, ¥WHM
numbers in Australia
rebounded to histori-
cally high levels and
in 2022-23 there were
224 431.

In 2022-23, WHMs
performed more than 4.1
million days of specified
work — much of it in
agriculture — equivalent
to approximately 16,000
full-time workers.

The two most popular
employer industries for
second working holiday
visas are agriculture,
fishery and forestry with
49 percent and accom-
modation and food ser-
vices with 24 percent.

Measures to weed-
out exploitation in the
WHM program will be
considered in the review
— such as additional ob-
ligations for employers,
for example a registra-
tion system, increased
enforcement activity and
providing more infor-
mation and support to
WHMs on their rights.

As a next step in mi-
gration reforms, the De-
partment of Home Af-
fairs is also developing
a new ‘essential skills’
migration pathway and
considering how best to
regulate migration for
lower paid workers with
essential skills.

The government is
taking a tripartite ap-
proach to reviewing
and reforming migra-
tion systems and deter-

mining labour and skills
needs — that is, involving
perspectives from busi-
nesses, unions and gov-
ernment.

At the time of writing,
finer details remain to be
seen regarding the ‘es-
sential skills’ visa stream
and the Labour Agree-
ments program.

The government reiter-
ated the ongoing place of
Labour Agreements, but
will evaluate and update
guidelines for future
labour agreements for
lower paid migration to
provide stronger worker
protections.

Appropriate regional
migration settings are
very important in en-
suring strong and sus-
tainable regional econo-
mies and communities,
alongside other regional
investment frameworks,
policies and programs.

The pork industry is a
strong contributor to re-
gional Australia via eco-
nomic value, investment
and employment.

In some parts of re-
gional Australia, pork
businesses are either the
largest or among the
largest employers in the
area.

Ongoing labour and
skills shortages in the
pork supply chain re-
main a constraint on
businesses and impact
their capacity to pursue
research, development
and innovation.

The industry pri-
oritises employing and
upskilling Australians,
however access to over-
seas capacity remains
vital to supplement gaps
in domestic labour and
skills, at all skill levels.

Given its skill require-
ments and business
continuity needs, the in-
dustry requires a very
responsive  migration
system that is cost effec-
tive and provides stable
fit-for-purpose visa path-
ways.

The Skills Australians
Fund levy — paid at each
skilled visa nomination
application — should di-

rectly support industry
training and skills needs,
along with fairer cost-
sharing or portability
arrangements to reduce
the financial impacts to
businesses for when visa
holders move between
Sponsors.

Recent measures such
as designating regional
visa processing as the
highest priority, faster
processing and  in-
creasing permanent visa
places are all beneficial.

Australian Pork Lim-
ited will continue to en-
gage with government
on migration policy con-
siderations.

Through any of these
reforms, we would not
want to see existing visa
pathways rendered una-
vailable or restricted.

Any considerations
regarding potential
changes to program
criteria need to involve
targeted in-depth con-
sultation with industries
to ensure informed deci-
sion making. &

Scan for regional
migration information.

Scan for migration
strategy information.

Scan for regional
impacts of working
holiday makers report.
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Researchers and members of the Tails CRC-P parties met for a third workshop recently to review the
milestones, share results and confirm the final stages of the project.

Third Tails CRC-P workshop

WITH over two thirds
of the Tails CRC-P
(Eliminating pig tail
removal to improve
welfare and industry
sustainability) project
completed, researchers
and members of the
project parties — Sun-
Pork Group, Rivalea
Australia, Australasian
Pork Research Institute
Limited and the uni-
versities of Melbourne,
Queensland and New
England — met for a
third workshop at the
Pan Pacific Hotel in
Melbourne on Monday
July 8 to review the
milestones, share re-
sults and confirm the
final stages of the pro-
ject.

Dr Darryl D’Souza, the
principal investigator of
the Tails CRC-P, wel-
comed all participants
of the workshop and
briefly summarised the
progress to date.

The project was run-
ning on time and was on
track to be completed by
the end of March 2025.

PhD student Ms Rutu
Galea from the Univer-
sity of Melbourne de-
scribed the data collec-
tion component of the
project as unique, ambi-
tious and an enormous
task.

The dataset was com-
prised of 76 variables
collected from and as-
sociated with over
75,000 individual pigs
throughout their produc-
tion cycle.

The data included pigs
from two genetic pyra-

mids, seven farming
operations in different
geographic regions of
Australia and covered
two consecutive seasons
— allowing for seasonal
variability in the inci-
dence of tail biting to be
examined.

The collation of such
a large and intricate
dataset underpins the
cooperative nature of
such a project, with
excellent communica-
tion between farm staff,
technicians and data an-
alysts required to com-
plete this component.

Ms Galea reported that
the data was in the final
stages of review.

With the data col-
lected, the analysis be-
gins.

The University of Mel-
bourne team of Pro-
fessor Mark Stevenson
and Rutu Galea were
tasked with assessing
the interactions between
animal, environmental
and management factors
that contribute to a TB
event.

While the specific ge-
netic and non-genetic
risk factors would be
assessed by Professor
Susanne Hermesch
and PhD students Dirk
van Winden and Abedi
Redu from the Univer-
sity of New England.

One of the outcomes
of this process will be
the development of a
decision support tool
that will assess the risk
factors contributing to
TB, based on predictive
models derived from the
objective data.

Dr Sophie Ward from
APRIL updated the pro-
ject parties on the pro-
gress of the DST.

To date, a ‘wire frame’
outlining the layout of
the DST had been de-
veloped by APRIL, with
input from project stake-
holders.

The predictive models
for each risk factor will
be incorporated into a
prototype DST and vali-
dated before being intro-
duced to the pig industry
prior to project end.

The DST will be a re-
source designed to help
Australian producers as-
sess the risk factors for
TB in Australian condi-
tions.

Dr Megan Lucas from
the University of Mel-
bourne updated the par-
ticipants on the project
‘Identifying pig behav-
iour patterns associated
with tail biting’.

Dr Lucas’ research
has indicated that ac-
tivity level and low tail
postures show promise
as early warning indi-

cators of tail biting.

It may be possible
in the future to utilise
technology that will au-
tomate the detection of
these predictive behav-
iours.

The project is due
to finish in December

2024.
PhD student Mr
Abedin Abdallah

from the University of
Queensland presented
outcomes from projects
contributing to ‘An in-
ducible experimental
model of tail biting’,
which will enable re-
searchers in the future to
test prevention and early
intervention  models
to mitigate tail biting
events.

The project partners
were also updated with
progress to date for
the training, education,
communication  and
adoption component of
the Tails CRC project.

To date, the project
has provided industry
training and education
to three post-doctoral
fellows, four PhD stu-
dents and one masters
student.

Further industry ex-
tension workshops de-
tailing strategies to
eliminate tail docking,
as well as the release
of a ‘beta’ version of
the DST for testing with
industry partners, are
planned by APRIL to
occur later in 2024.

The Tails CRC-P will
conclude with a two-day
conference in March
2025. 57

Pork features

PORK has taken
centre stage in the
Good Food Guide
new restaurant re-
view.

Terry Durack’s re-
cent review of Soluna
celebrates its pork dish
as “the must-have item
on the menu.”

Soluna, a fresh ad-
dition to the Etymon
group’s Walker St
food precinct in North
Sydney, has quickly
gained attention.

A rising star in the
industry,  PorkStar

chef Rhys O’Connell
collaborated with his
butcher to perfect the
crisp pork belly dish,
using Byron Bay Berk-
shire pork belly rib.
The dish features a
crisp but not crack-
ling skin, is garnished
with baby onions and
paired with a smoky
whisky sauce.
Cooked low and
slow then pressed flat,
grilled and glazed
with Starward Solera
whisky, this pork dish
is anchored on the

as go-to dish

plate by a skilfully
crafted cut, show-
casing O’Connell’s cu-
linary expertise.

It’s wonderful to see
pork celebrated in the
hospitality industry.

S

Soluna’s crisp pork belly dish — pressed, grilled
and glazed to perfection.

www.porknews.com.au
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Biosecurity hub to safeguard Australian food

RECENTLY, Aus-
tralia’s defence against
crippling biosecurity
threats was strength-
ened with the launch
of the Charles Sturt
University Biosecurity
Hub, a co-investment
in research and training
of almost $30 million
to enhance the nation’s
biosecurity defences,
protecting our food,
farms and communi-
ties.

The announcement
was made at an event at
the National Press Club
in Canberra on Tuesday
August 20.

The hub brings together
a multidisciplinary team
of expert researchers,
scientists and trainers
from various fields, in-
cluding microbiology,
ecology, veterinary and
animal science, environ-
mental science, artificial
intelligence and cyber
futures, extended reality
and biosecurity training.

The university has
long-standing partner-
ships in biosecurity —
including collaborations
with the Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry, Asia-Pa-
cific government and
industry partners, state
government agencies, in-
dustry and the commu-
nity — and is equipped to
tackle a range of current
or emerging biosecurity
threats in the Indo-Pa-
cific region.

The hub focuses on

leadership in research
and development, trace-
ability innovation,
education and training,
capacity-building initia-
tives and building and
maintaining strong part-
nerships.

It will specifically
respond to threats as
outlined by the Com-
monwealth  Scientific
and Industrial Research
Organisation, where it is
estimated that invasive
species cost Australia
approximately $25 bil-
lion a year.

Estimations for spe-
cific diseases are as dire
— the direct economic
impact of a large multi-
state outbreak of foot
and mouth disease could
reach $80 billion over
10 years.

If khapra beetle were
to become established, it
could cost the economy
$15.5 billion over 20
years.

Charles Sturt vice-
chancellor and president
Professor Renée Leon
expressed pride in the
global impact the uni-
versity was having on
protecting  Australia
and neighbouring coun-
tries against potentially
devastating biosecurity
pests and diseases.

“Charles Sturt Univer-
sity is a national leader
in biosecurity research
and training initiatives,
spearheading innova-
tion and transforma-
tion efforts to safeguard

Australia’s food, farms,
environment and com-
munities from the in-
creasing threats posed
by pests, weeds and dis-
eases,” Professor Leon
said.

“Our biosecurity hub
focuses on strength-
ening Australia’s ca-
pacity to detect, prevent
and respond to pests and
diseases that threaten
our food, farms and our
future.”

Biosecurity Training
Centre academic di-
rector Mr David Mackay
highlighted the univer-
sity was at the forefront
of training frontline
personnel who are pro-
tecting Australia’s bor-
ders and those of its
Asia-Pacific partners.

“Charles Sturt Univer-
sity has been working
with the Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry since 2022,
utilising the university’s
teaching and research
strengths to train more
than 840 frontline bios-
ecurity officers in ca-
pabilities, contributing
to the sector’s goal of
growing the country’s
agricultural production
to $100 billion by 2030,”
Mr Mackay said.

Charles Sturt Gulbali
Institute for Agriculture,
Water and Environment
executive director Pro-
fessor Lee Baumgartner
said the hub’s program
of biosecurity activities
was dedicated to iden-

tifying and mitigating
biosecurity threats.

Professor Baumgartner
mentioned the uni-
versity’s ‘training hub
promoting regional in-
dustry and innovation in
virology and epidemi-
ology’ program as a key
initiative.

“THRIVE is dedi-
cated to developing
skills in agricultural
epidemiology and vi-
rology to identify and
counter zoonotic viruses
such as foot and mouth
disease virus, Japanese
encephalitis virus, avian
influenza virus, swine
flu, Australian bat lyssa-
virus and Hendra virus,”’
Professor Baumgartner
said.

More than 130 people
from industry, govern-
ment, academia and re-
gional communities at-
tended the event at the
National Press Club on
August 20, 2024.

In addition to hearing
about the hub, guests
heard from some of
Australia’s leading bi-
osecurity experts, in-
cluding:

* DAFF Biosecurity,
Operations and Compli-
ance Group deputy sec-
retary Justine Saunders

* DAFF  Australian
chief veterinary officer
Dr Beth Cookson

e Local Land Services
Animal Biosecurity and
Welfare program lead
Dr Scott Ison

e Charles Sturt Univer-

sity Biosecurity Training
Centre academic di-
rector David Mackay.

Professor Leon en-
couraged those inter-
ested in making a global
impact to consider the
range of courses offered
at Charles Sturt, which
equips students with the
skills needed to address
biosecurity challenges.

“Our diverse range
of courses, such as the
Bachelor of Veterinary
Science, offer strong
foundations in sciences,
preparing students for a
range of careers in bios-
ecurity,” Professor Leon
said.

In the past five years,
Charles Sturt University
has produced more than
640 graduating students
with biosecurity capa-
bilities. 5

CSU PhD student Sophie Wacher, Dr Brian
McSharry and Dr Gayle Petersen.

CSU director of operations eXtended Reality
Centre Agripark Andrew Hagan.

Charles Sturt University lead of the Biosecurity and THRIIVE Research
Program Professor Jade Forwood, Biosecurity Training Centre academic
director David Mackay, CSU deputy vice-chancellor Professor Mark Evans,
DAFF deputy secretary Biosecurity, Operations and Compliance Group
Justine Saunders, CSU vice-chancellor and president Professor Renée
Leon, DAFF deputy chief veterinary officer Dr Sam Hamilton, Local Land
Services Animal Biosecurity and Welfare program lead Dr Scott Ison,
NSW Government Shadow Minister for Skills, TAFE and Tertiary Education
Justin Clancy and Charles Sturt Gulbali Institute for Agriculture, Water and
Environment executive director Professor Lee Baumgartner.
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Indiscriminate, unnecessary or excessive use of antibiotics in the pig indus-
try is simply not healthy.

I HAVE subscribed to
and enjoyed Modern
Farmer online for
several years, which
was established in
2013 as a for-profit
print publication
funded by Canadian
financier and philan-

thropist Frank Gi-
ustra.
In 2022, it transi-

tioned to a non-profit
model dedicated to
raising awareness and
catalysing action at the
intersection of food,
agriculture and society.

Through its published
stories, it claims mostly
with a North Amer-
ican flavour and often
with global take-home
messages, to connect
people to the origins
of food and highlight
producers and innova-
tors working to create
a sustainable future.

It also aims to con-
nect people to the ori-
gins of food and high-
light solutions where
all people have access
to affordable, nutri-
tious and culturally
significant foods.

Engaging people to
the origins of food,
encouraging them to
rethink how they con-
sume that food and
uncovering the some-
times-uncomfortable
truths behind mass
production are also key
focuses.

I personally relate

Rodenticide
solutions for
every situation...

Selontra° Soft Bait

Rodenticide

= Selontra® Soft Bait will deliver outstanding
control even under high pest pressure while
protecting non-target animals wherever
they might be at risk.

Rodenticide

Rodenticide

Storme Secure remains as cost-effective,
durable and dependable as ever and
Storme Soft Bait offers the same potency
with a new level of palatability.

For more information,vis .
or contact CCD Animal Health on 1300 791 009
ccdsales@ccdanimalhealth.com.au

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS.
© Copyright BASF 2023 ® Registered trademark of BASF. 213735 04.2023

Distributed by

www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au
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Cant

Comment
by BRENDON CANT

to and endorse pretty
much all of the above,
hence thought I’d
share a recent Modern
Farmer story on the
touchy subject of anti-
microbial use.

So, here goes... the
Modern Farmer story
on the subject.

Nearly four decades
ago, Ron Mardesen
and his wife Denise
stopped using antibi-
otics on their hog farm
A-Frame Acres in El-
liot, Iowa.

He decided there was
a better way to raise
his animals, one that
wouldn’t require the
need for routine anti-
biotics.

After  prioritising
clean feed, fresh air,
comfortable bedding
and plenty of space, he
said his pigs began to
thrive.

In 2002, Mardesen
started selling his pork
to Niman Ranch, a net-
work of independent
family farmers that
raise livestock without
antibiotics or added
hormones.

As the owner of a
multi-generational
farm, Mardesen has
seen industrial ag-
riculture and fac-
tory farming take in-
creasing control over
meat production in the
past few decades.

With that has come
the extreme overuse of
antibiotics in livestock
farming.

“You know, we
want to produce more
pounds of pork, more
pounds of beef, more
pounds of chicken on
smaller and smaller re-
sources.”

“The best way they
have come up with to
continue with this effi-
ciency push is to pound
antibiotics,” Mr Mard-
esen said.

“I have never been
comfortable taking an
animal as intelligent as
a pig and cramming
them into a concrete
box for the sake of ef-
ficiency.”

A recent report re-
leased by the US Food
and Drug Administra-
tion found that antibi-
otic sales for meat pro-
duction increased by
four percent from 2021
to 2022, with pigs and
cattle accounting for
the majority of sales.

Antibiotic sales for
animal use peaked in
2015, after which the

FDA banned the use of
antibiotics for animal
growth, leading to a
major decline in antibi-
otic sales the following
year.

But from 2017 on-
wards, antibiotic sales
for livestock farming
have steadily risen
each year, increasing
12 percent from 2017
to 2022.

About 70 percent of
medically important
antibiotics in the US
are sold for animals,
not humans.

“The more an antibi-
otic is used, the more
both animals and hu-
mans develop resist-
ance to them, which
significantly lowers
the effectiveness of
the intervention,” said
Steve Roach, food pro-
gram director at Food
Animal Concerns
Trust, an organisation
that advocates for hu-
mane farming.

While  antibiotics
were originally used
to treat sick animals,
in the 1940s farmers
discovered regular an-
tibiotic use could make
animals grow faster
in less time and with
fewer resources.

Though the US
banned the use of an-
tibiotics for growth,
they are still used for
disease prevention and
disease control.

If one animal gets
sick, the entire group is
often treated because
they live in such close
proximity to one an-
other.

Nearly a third of
medically important
antibiotics have no du-
ration limit, meaning
a farmer can use those
antibiotics in feed for
as long as they want to
prevent disease.

Mr Roach said this
allowed farmers to
keep animals in poor
living conditions that
are more likely to get
them sick.

Antibiotic use is par-
ticularly common on
factory farms, where
certain practices lead
to disease in animals.

Baby pigs are weaned
off their mother’s milk
and fed solid foods
before they’re ready,
causing diarrhoea.

“Having animals close
together in crowded
conditions, it saves you
money, but also disease
can easily spread,” Mr
Roach said.

“You give them a diet

that causes problems,
so you basically just
feed them antibiotics
continuously.”

A 2021 poll found
that ‘antibiotic-free’
labels are important to
two-thirds of Ameri-
cans when buying
meat.

Despite this priority,
labelling is far from
straightforward.

“From ‘antibiotic-
free’ to ‘no antibiotics
routinely used’ to ‘an-
tibiotics may be used’,
there are plenty of am-
biguities within label-
ling and there is little
room for nuance,” he
said.

Adding that antibi-
otics were designed to
treat sick animals but
the overuse and lack
of transparency has led
to an all-or-nothing
mindset and negated
their original intent.

FACT supports anti-
biotic use for animal
treatment, but only if
it is approached with
transparency and com-

munication between
the farmer and the cer-
tifier.

The Antibiotic Re-
sistance Action Centre
at George Washington

University is devel-
oping a ‘certified
responsible  antibi-

otic use’ label, which
would allow antibiotics
for treatment but not
for prevention.

“When you do use an-
tibiotics for treatment,
you need to report that
to the certifier and let
them know.”

“And so we kind of
prefer that label, but
it’s harder to com-
municate that to the
consumer,” Mr Roach
said.

On the local front,
the following should
be noted:

e Australia is a world
leader in minimising
the use of antibiotics in
food animals

e Maintaining Aus-
tralia’s low risk of an-
timicrobial resistance
in food animals pro-
vides many welfare,
health and economic
benefits

e The health, agricul-
ture and food sectors
all benefit from main-
taining Australia’s low
risk of AMR in the
food animal sector.

While I quite like
APL’s motto ‘as little
as possible, as much
as necessary’, when it
comes to antimicrobial
stewardship in Aus-
tralian pork-producing
businesses, I'd add that
encouraging produc-
tion environments that
are less conducive to
creating and spreading
pathogens in the first
place would be a smart
pre-emptive strike. 5
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The Next Level of Detectability

Since 2002, D3" Needles have been the industry standard, protecting packers, producers
and consumers with superior dependability, durability and detectability.

And now we’ve made it better by adding patented visibility and easy extraction.
If a needle should break off in an animal, the extraction collar prevents it from
migrating deeper and makes it easy to locate and extract.

« For the producer this means reduced logistical nightmares caused by broken needles.
« For the packer it provides an added layer of protection to the standard metal detectability.
+ For the consumer it provides the greatest gift of all — safer pork and peace of mind.

|:-_5.:! u Scan for more
Ia‘ﬁ information or

|
- L to order today!

Proudly distributed by:

Broken needle with extraction collar in an animal.

Animal Health

ﬁ neogenaustralasia.com.a
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14 Hume Drive, Bundamba QLD 4304
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Blantyre Farms uses digester dams to capture methane which is converted into electricity.

Together,
Let’s Prove the
Power of Partnership.

Something powerful happens when shared
expertise, care and nutritional performance
come together. Suddenly, obstacles feel
more like growth opportunities. That is the
transformational power of partnership.

Zinpro® Availa® Sow helps build more
productive sows and gilts with improved
reproduction, better efficiency and increased
longevity. It has also been shown to reduce
lameness and has a positive impact on the
cost of production. Experience the power of
partnering with Zinpro®.

AVAILA

SOW

Distributed in Australia by:

03 5429 2411
www.feedworks.com.au

The government said it was taking strong action across agriculture and
industry to combat methane, including spending $8 million dollars to sup-
port the commercialisation of the methane-busting seaweed asparagopsis.

Methane menace must he
tackied and farmers rewarded

ACCORDING to the
Climate Council report,
methane-busting solu-
tions must be scaled
up and farmers incen-
tivised for using them,
with production of the
dangerous gas hitting
record high levels.

The Climate Council
report calls for imme-
diate action on methane
reduction targets and
a rethink on how the
greenhouse  gas is
tackled by the agricul-
tural and mining sectors.

Report author Lesley
Hughes said, “Methane
is increasing at a rapid
rate and it has now
reached a level unseen in
the past 800,000 years.”

The report highlights a
series of practical steps
Australia can take to
tackle methane in the
agriculture, fossil fuels
and waste industries.

“Australia produces an
outsized share of global
methane pollution, due
to our large fossil fuel
mining and agriculture
industries,” the report
stated.

The report proposes
large-scale  livestock

trials under a range of
Australian  environ-
mental conditions to
test the efficacy of feed
supplements and other
emerging solutions in
tackling methane.

Part of the solution is
to incentivise farmers to
adopt new technologies
such as feeding animals
the  methane-busting
supplements.

“It has to be an ap-
proved methodology,
then the farmers can
claim carbon credits by
using that methodology,”
Professor Hughes said.

“Farmers will need

financial incentives to
deploy the technologies
that we have, but we also
need more research to
scale those technologies
up.”
The Climate Council
also called for more ed-
ucation around the en-
vironmental benefits of
choosing a vegetarian or
vegan diet.

“More Australians may
choose to eat less meat
and dairy products ... if
they were more aware
of the significant climate
and environmental im-

pacts of food production
and the available alterna-
tives,” the report stated.

But producers have hit
back citing the red meat
sector’s 2030 carbon
neutrality goal.

National Farmers’ Fed-
eration president David
Jochinke said, “It’s short-
sighted and uninformed
to suggest consumers
need to turn their back
on meat as a protein
source.”

“It also ignores red
meat as an excellent
source of nutrition, and
alternatives such as lab-
grown meat are more
energy intensive when
produced at scale.”

He stressed that pro-
ducers are already
leading the charge on
climate action in Aus-
tralia, having reduced
the sector’s emissions
by about 59 percent on
2005 levels.

The report takes aim
at inaction by the Aus-
tralian ~ Government
for signing the Global
Methane Pledge in
2022 to slash global
methane pollution by
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Anti-slip Self Supporting Triangle gL lsZE" ™
Hot Dipped Galvanised Flooring

Australian made ~
in Australia

Excellent quality
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Galvanised flooring in all sizes up to 2.8m

M Farrowing and weaner crates,
growers and baconer pens. H Feed
hopper with stainless steel trough.
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Piggery reduces cost with new pump

BETTAPORK Piggery
has been breeding pigs
for over 30 years.

A mid-sized enter-
prise, the piggery raises
the animals and then
sells them to market.

As part of the piggery’s
recycling philosophy, all
pig waste is collected
and broken down be-
fore being used as fer-
tiliser on the grounds
and turned into biogas
to power the farm.

BettaPork  Piggery
owner and director Paul
Brosnan said, “We col-
lect the pig waste in
what we call sump pits.”

“The effluent is then
pumped from the sump
up to a holding dam.

“It then moves pro-
gressively through a se-
ries of processes before
the effluent is eventually
ready to be pumped into
holding tanks to collect
the biogas,” he said.
The problem

To move the pig waste
from the sump to the
holding tanks, the pig-
gery was using a few
types of pump, in-
cluding submersibles.

Located in the effluent
pit and needing a chain
and lifting device to
raise them to the sur-
face, these pumps were
proving increasingly in-
efficient and costly to
maintain.

“After we bought the
submersible pumps, we
quickly discovered that
they had a very fine tol-
erance,” Paul said.

“The suction inlet/im-
peller started to block
continuously, and the
pumps would run dry,
resulting in the internals
of the pump wearing and
needing to be replaced
on a regular basis.”

The solution

Paul started to search
for a more efficient so-
lution.

Coincidentally, Paul
works closely with a
local business that uses
a number of Gorman
Rupp pumps in its pro-
cesses and highly rec-
ommended the brand.

Paul contacted Hydro
Innovations — the au-
thorised  Australian
distributor for Gorman-
Rupp pumps — for a so-
lution to the issues the
pumps being used were
having.

“Having purchased
and used a number of
different types of pumps
in the past, we didn’t
want to spend any more
money on pumps that
could not do the job,”
he said.

“So, it was great,
coming across a sup-
plier who was happy to
stand by their product
and prove it was the
right pump for the job.”

After reviewing the
piggery’s requirements,
Hydro Innovations sug-
gested that Paul install a
Gorman-Rupp T6A60S-
B wastewater pump
fitted with a 7.5kW
motor — a packaged unit
that would provide both
the flow and pressure
Paul needed.

According to Hydro
Innovations  general
manager Garry Grant,
the Gorman-Rupp
T6A60S-B is a rugged
and reliable self-priming
centrifugal solids-han-
dling pump.

Very easy to maintain,
the pump is capable of
handling a 3” solid — so
it will pump a cricket
ball — as well as stringy
materials.

In addition, if any
choking does occur, the
pump can be easily and
quickly unclogged via
the light-weight remov-
able cover plate.

The design of the
pump also allows users

@ from P8

almost one-third by
2030, without fol-
lowing up with any
targets.

“We’ve no target and
no plan for any sector
to meet the commit-
ment,” Prof Hughes
said.

But the Albanese
Government said it
was “taking strong
action” across agri-
culture and industry
to combat methane,
including  spending
$8 million dollars
to support the com-
mercialisation of the
methane-busting sea-
weed asparagopsis.

While, according
to a spokesperson
for Minister for Cli-
mate Change and En-
ergy Chris Bowen,
proposals for new
methods for carbon
credits are also being
considered.

“The government’s
reformed Safeguard
Mechanism already

covers almost three
quarters of methane
from industrial
sources and methane
emissions reduction
remains a strong focus
of the sectoral net-
zero plans currently
being developed,” the
spokesperson said.

The Climate Council
repeated its calls for an
end to the approval of
new and expanded coal
mines and said cut-
ting methane pollution
should be a condition
of continuing approval
for the highest emitters.

Australia and other
countries might be
significantly under-
counting  methane
pollution, the report
stated.

The International
Energy Agency esti-
mates Australia could
be under-reporting
methane  emissions
from coal and gas by as
much as 60 percent. &
Australian
Associated Press

www.porknews.com.au

to adjust the clearance
externally in minutes to
ensure optimum perfor-
mance, without having
to remove the pump
from the system or open
it.

For major services, the
removable rotating as-
sembly can be replaced
by simply loosening
four bolts from the
drive end of the pump,
eliminating the need to
disturb the pump casing
or piping.

The results

“Within a few months
of having the pump in-
stalled at the piggery,
we knew it was ca-
pable,” Paul said.

“It moves more liquid
than the previous pump
and it’s extremely easy
to maintain, which for
me is the major bonus.

“The open impeller

design makes it very
simple to remove any
blockages.

“You only have to
loosen two bolts to get
inside the pump and
clear it, which takes 15
minutes.

“And, of course, an
added bonus is that we
no longer have to waste
money purchasing a

constant number of
parts due to break-
downs,” he said.

So impressed was Paul
with the performance
of the Gorman-Rupp
T6A60S-B, he pur-
chased a second pump
and is now considering
a third.

More information on
these pumps may be ob-
tained from Hydro Inno-
vations on 02 9898 1800
or info@Hydrolnnova
tions.com.au -

Within a few months of the pump being installed at the piggery, they knew
it was capable.

Flotate
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’ @

Global-Mark.com.au®
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Air

Advantages:
Reduce Energy Costs
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Have Your Say on DAFF regulatory service
delivery and stakeholder engagement

IN 2023, the Aus-
tralian Public Ser-
vice  Commission
undertook a capa-
bility review of the
Department of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and
Forestry to facilitate
discussion around the
department’s desired
future state, highlight
organisational capa-
bility gaps and iden-
tify opportunities to
address them.

The capability review
found that we have a
strong reputation and
are widely respected
as a service provider
and regulator in bios-
ecurity, agricultural
productivity and trade.

The review also
highlighted there were
opportunities to uplift
capability, including
adopting a more part-
nership-based  and
risk- focused approach

to service delivery and
regulation.

In response to the
capability review, we
prepared our Transfor-
mation Action Plan.

This plan identifies
the immediate and
longer-term actions we
will take to uplift our
leadership and culture,
collaboration, delivery,
people and resourcing,
and risk capabilities.

We are committed
to developing and im-
plementing a future-
focused  regulatory
strategy.

This will increase the
efficiency, effective-
ness and sustainability
of our regulatory ser-
vice delivery and up-
lift the capability of
regulatory staff.

To support this, we
are undertaking a
Have Your Say survey
to gain a deeper under-
standing of your views

Share your ideas for improving regulatory

service delivery.

about the regulatory
services we deliver.

We are also seeking
feedback to improve
how best we can listen,
engage and respond to
your needs.

Survey feedback will
inform improvements
to our regulatory ser-
vices and stakeholder
engagement.

Why your views
matter

Your feedback is
highly valued and will
play a crucial role in
shaping our efforts to
improve regulatory
service delivery.

We want your per-
spectives on the regu-
latory services we de-
liver under the:

* Biosecurity
2015

e Export Control Act
2020

e Imported
Control Act 1992

elllegal Logging
Prohibition Act 2012.

The closing date for
this consultation is
9am September 30,
2024.

If you need assis-
tance with completion
of the survey, email
us at improvingregula
toryservicedelivery@
aff.com.au

We look forward to
receiving your com-
ments. 5
DAFF

Act

Food

ality Darren Robertson.

WITH pork now sit-
ting on approximately
two out of three menus,
Australian Pork Lim-
ited is determined to
maintain this mo-
mentum and continue
to grow the trend with
the next generation of
chefs and cooks.

Working with TAFE
NSW, a series of pork
foodservice education
modules have been de-
veloped in collaboration

with chef personality
Darren Robertson.

Darren’s restaurants in-
clude The Farm at Byron
Bay in NSW and Three
Blue Ducks in Rosebery,
Bellingen and Nimbo
Fork Lodge near Wagga
Wagga and Melbourne
Victoria.

Appearing on Mas-
terChef Australia and
My  Kitchen Rules,
Darren has created some
on-trend modern rec-

ipes using popular cuts
of pork, including ribs,
pork cutlet, tomahawk
and porchetta.

“I want to show the
versatility of various
pork cuts and how easy
it is to create exciting
dishes in cafes, pubs,
clubs and restaurants,’
Darren said.

The engaging recipe
video content modules
aim to increase famili-
arity and preference for

Pork foodservice education modules at TAFE NSW were developed in collaboration with chef person-

pork among first and
second-year  cookery
students.

These modules will in-
itially be made available
through all TAFE NSW
campuses across three
units — prepare dishes
using basic methods of
cookery, prepare meat
dishes and work effec-
tively as a cook.

“I’'m excited to see what
young chefs do with the
recipes,” Darren said. 5

BEC Feed Solutions

offers an unparalleled range of animal nutrition
solutions, designed, sourced and blended to support our
customer’s needs.

We manufacture and supply nutritional premixes, feed
ingredients, additives and stock feed commodities, as
well as providing our customers with technical support.

Phone 1300 884 593

www.becfeed.com

or visit
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Discmill, mixer, augers, bucket elevator, jet filter, mineral hopper
GRAIN MILLING DOESN'T HAVE TO BE A LABOUR INTENSIVE JOB!

SKIOLD & Vacuum Milling Solutions specialise in the design, sales and installation of
quality grain milling equipment.

We supply the latest in grain milling and augering equipment. Australian made and from around the
world. We cover all of Australia and also the Pacific Islands. With 15 years' experience in the farming
industry, we pride ourselves on quality equipment, installations and undertake a commitment to

ensure customer satisfaction.

GRAIN MILLING AND AUGERING EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS
DESIGN, SALES AND INSTALLATION
CALL US TODAY TO HEAR WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!

CONTACT:
Phone: 0755 477 588
sales@vacmillsolutions.com.au
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If 20,000 WHMs no longer ventured out of the cities, it would cost regional
economies about $203 million per year and more than 1000 jobs. Photo:

Anna Schvets

AS the Federal Govern-
ment gets to the pointy
end of its Regional Mi-
gration Review, peak
bodies for farmers,
backpackers and
tourism have released a
new report highlighting
the economic value of
backpackers in the re-
gions.

The report by Aither
was commissioned by
the National Farmers’
Federation, the Back-
packer and  Youth
Tourism Advisory Panel
and the Australian
Tourism Export Council.

It emphasised how
Australia has the most
attractive Working Hol-
iday Maker visa program
in the world, attracting
more than 200,000
WHMs to work, travel
and live in Australia
each year.

For WHMs to extend
their visa a second year,
they must first complete
88 days work in the re-
gions — and they have
the option to extend their
stay another year if they
continue further regional
work.

However, the Federal
Government’s migration

review discussion paper
flags the option to re-
move this incentive.

The report estimates
that if 20,000 WHMs no
longer ventured out of
the cities, it would cost
regional economies $203
million per year and
more than 1000 jobs.

Furthermore, at an in-
dustry level, the horti-
culture sector alone es-
timates the absence of
this workforce would
cost $6.3 billion and
that 127,000 jobs would
be lost along the supply
chain.

These peak bodies
have raised significant
concerns that removing
the incentive would rip
billions of dollars from
regional economies and
stymie productivity.

National Farmers’ Fed-
eration president David
Jochinke said, “The
88-day incentive means
these visitors, mostly
backpackers, leave the
fast-paced city streets
and immerse them-
selves into a true-blue
Aussie experience in
the regions, importantly
filling vital workforce
shortages.”

“Backpackers are a
critical workforce for
farmers, comprising
14 percent of all farm
worker jobs.

“While WHMs make
up 44 percent of hor-
ticulture’s  workforce,
they’re also important
to grains (31 percent),
red meat (26 percent)
and cotton (25 percent)
during peak times.

“It’s become a rite-of-
passage for young visi-
tors to get out into the
regions and experience
the full extent of what
Australia offers,” Mr
Jochinke said.

“Nothing hits quite
like the sunsets from
the back paddock where
backpackers can con-
tribute to helping Aus-
tralia produce food and
fibre for the rest of the
world.

“These backpackers
aren’t just an invaluable
workforce to farmers,
they contribute to the
cultural fabric and econ-
omies of our regions and
go home to become am-
bassadors for Australia.”

BYTAP chair Wendi
Aylward said, “We

@ continued P13

Figure 3: Percentage of horticulture farms that had difficulty recruiting

labour.

Table 1: Average WHM trip spend breakdown.
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New report highlights WHMs vital to regional Australia
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welcome the govern-
ment’s assurance the
one-year Working Hol-
iday Maker visa will
remain unchanged.”

“WHMs  contribute
$3.2 billion annually to
the Australian economy
— they stay longer, spend
more and are a critical
source of labour in re-
gional Australia.

“But it is imperative the
88-day requirement re-
mains in place,” she said.

The migration review
discussion paper has
flagged this for removal,
which would be devas-
tating for regional Aus-
tralia.

“The pandemic showed
us how important it is

that we continue to in-
centivise travellers to
visit and work in re-
gional Australia,” Ms
Aylward said.

“Besides filling labour
shortages, WHMs spend
what they earn in re-
gional communities and
support local businesses.

“Not only are over-
seas backpackers vital to
Australia, this is recip-
rocated with thousands
of Australians doing the
same thing.

“Every year young
Australians head over-
seas on their own
working holiday.

“Encouraging interna-
tional travellers to live,
work and travel in re-
gional Australia gives

them a unique opportu-
nity to experience Aus-
tralia in a way few can
do.

“This is soft diplomacy
working at its best.”

ATEC managing di-
rector Peter Shelley
said, “The WHM visa
has been successful in
delivering a great work
and holiday experience
for thousands of young
people from across the
world over the past 50
years.”

“The visa provides
a valuable cultural ex-
change and creates long
term ‘champions’ of
Australia as a travel des-
tination, with many trav-
ellers becoming repeat
visitors.

“As we head into the
next 50 years, we want
to ensure the WHM pro-
gram delivers great out-
comes for our working
holiday makers, our
employers across the
country, our industry
and the Australian com-
munity.” 57

Scan for the full
Regional Impacts
of Working Holiday
Makers report.

Figure 2: Areas visited by Working Holiday Maker visa holders.

Figure 1: Number of visas granted.
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- Low tissue reaction and no growth setbacks in the nursery.
- Fast-acting and long-lasting protection.
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Farmsafe Australia’s ‘In Safe Hands’ campaign turns the spotlight on the critical importance of vehicle
and machinery safety. Credit: Farmsafe Australia

Seatbelts are a fundamental safety feature that can save lives in the event
of a rollover or collision. Photo: Kindel Media

In Safe Hands campaign focuses
on vehicle and machinery safety

AS part of the National
Farm Safety Week ‘In
Safe Hands’ campaign,
Farmsafe  Australia
turns the spotlight on
the critical importance
of vehicle and ma-
chinery safety.

Simple effective strat-
egies such as regular
maintenance, wearing
seatbelts and providing
inductions can signifi-
cantly reduce the risk
of incidents and inju-
ries.

Recognising that farm
safety must be prac-
tical to be adopted by
farmers, the campaign
aims to instil a culture
where every farmer and
worker acknowledges
the simple yet lifesaving
acts of habits such as
buckling up.

Farm vehicles and ma-

chinery are indispen-
sable tools in modern
agriculture but their
operation comes with
inherent risks.

By adopting straight-
forward safety meas-
ures, farmers can create
a safer working envi-
ronment and enhance
overall productivity.

Following six farm
businesses across the
country, the campaign
features practical solu-
tions that are being used
to create safer farms and
safer farmers.

Irvine Wines and
Karu Harvesting in An-
gaston South Australia
ensure their teams are
properly inducted, their
machinery is regularly
maintained and their
workers have access
to personal protective

equipment and other
protective  measures
to address challenges
around vehicle and ma-
chinery safety.

With staff working on
multiple vineyards and
seasonal workers being

extremely important
to business operations,
thorough  inductions

and monthly staff meet-
ings ensure the flow of
communication around
workplace hazards.
Consistently wearing
seatbelts, performing
regular machinery
checks, and adhering
to proper protocols
may seem minor but
they collectively build a
foundation of safety that
protects everyone.
These simple routine
practices prevent injuries,

@ continued P15
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In Safe Hands campaign focuses on farm safety
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reduce risks and ensure a
culture of vigilance and
responsibility.

By ingraining these
habits, farmers create
a safer environment
where everyone can
work confidently and
efficiently, knowing
their safety is prioritised
through every small
mindful action.

Prioritising safety not
only protects the lives
of farm workers but
also contributes to the
overall efficiency and
sustainability of agricul-
tural operations.

Ensuring everyone on
the farm understands
and follows these safety
measures is crucial for
maintaining a safe and
productive working en-
vironment.

Farmsafe Australia
chair Felicity Richards
emphasised the signifi-
cance of building habits.

“In the daily busyness
of life on the farm, we
often overlook the sim-
plest safety measures or
become complacent to-
wards their importance
in keeping our business
running smoothly and
efficiently,” Ms Rich-
ards said.

“Wearing  seatbelts
and proper PPE in vehi-
cles such as tractors and
side-by-sides is a fun-
damental practice that
requires a daily com-
mitment.

“We often hear our-
selves making excuses
—such as ‘it’s a flat pad-
dock™ or ‘there’s too
many gates to get in and
out for’ — but the reality
is, when we carve out
exceptions, we compro-
mise safety.

“And ultimately that
puts lives and limbs at
risk.

“As business owners,
we must remain com-
mitted to fostering a
culture where every
journey, no matter how
short or flat, is ap-
proached with the im-
portance it deserves.

“In the end, there is
nothing more important
than making sure we all
make it home safely,”
she said.

Incidents  involving
farm machinery are a
leading cause of inju-
ries and fatalities, with
63 percent of on-farm
fatalities in 2023 being
attributed to farm ve-
hicles or mobile farm
machinery.

Regular maintenance
and safety protocols are
not only good practice,
they are essential for
protecting farm workers
and ensuring the sus-
tainability of a farm
business.

Ms Richards under-
scores the practicality
of the In Safe Hands
campaign.

“Farm safety is not
about complex solutions
— it’s about cultivating
habits that safeguard
lives day in and day
out,” she said.

www.porknews.com.au

“Buckling up before
every ride is one such
simple habit that con-
tributes to a safer farm.

“Is it hard to slip the
seatbelt on every time
you get up into the
tractor?

“Not really.

“But telling someone’s
family that their loved
one isn’t coming home
because they were in-
jured at work, that will
be the most difficult
thing you ever have to
do.”

The In Safe Hands
campaign run by Farm-
safe Australia encour-
ages farmers, farm
workers and rural com-
munities to view work-
place, health and safety
as simple and practical
habits.

Through educational
initiatives and aware-
ness, Farmsafe Aus-
tralia aims to highlight
that a small action such
as fastening a seatbelt or
maintaining farm vehi-
cles can make a signifi-
cant difference in en-
suring everyone’s safety
on the farm and making
sure that our industry is
in safe hands.

Top strategies for ve-
hicle and machinery
safety

Regular maintenance
and inspections

Conducting  regular
maintenance and thor-
ough inspections of all
vehicles and machinery
ensures they are in op-
timal working condition.

This helps to identify
and address potential is-
sues before they become
serious hazards.

Keeping a detailed
maintenance log can aid
in tracking the condition
and service history of
equipment.

Wearing seatbelts

Seatbelts are a funda-
mental safety feature
that can save lives in
the event of a rollover or
collision.

It is important to make
wearing seatbelts a
mandatory practice for
all operators of tractors,
machinery and other
farm vehicles such as
utilities and SSVs.
Providing proper induc-
tions

Comprehensive induc-
tions for new, seasonal
and returning workers
are essential, covering

the safe operation of all
machinery, highlighting
specific safety protocols
and emergency proce-
dures.

Refresher courses pro-
vided regularly are a
great way to keep all
staff updated on safe
practices.

Creating a safe work
environment

Ensure that work areas
are free of obstructions
and hazards.

Clear communica-
tion with other workers
about the movement and
operation of machinery
can prevent incidents.

Designating specific
zones for machinery op-
eration can further re-
duce risks.

Implementing  safety
protocols
Establish and en-

force safety protocols
for all farm operations
involving vehicles and
machinery.

This includes guide-
lines for safe driving,

machinery operation
and the use of PPE.
Regularly reviewing

and updating these pro-
tocols keeps safety at
the forefront. 5

AUSTRALIAN
Farm Institute has
been awarded a
$638,000 grant to
support international
collaboration on sus-
tainable agriculture.

The grant will sup-
port advocacy towards
sustainable agriculture
trade standards and
guidelines  develop-
ment that recognise
Australian conditions
and are consistent
with the Australian
Government’s com-
mitment to address
climate change and
support  sustainable
production.

Focusing on ev-
idence-based  sus-
tainable agricultural
practices,  systems
and standards will en-
hance sustainable pro-
ductivity, support food
security and minimise

environmental  im-
pacts.
AFI will partner

with other members of
the Global Forum on
Farm Policy and In-

novation engaging in
collaborative research
and outreach efforts
progressing evidence-

based sustainability
approaches interna-
tionally.

AFI will also work
with southeast Asian
partners to share this
knowledge and under-
standing to support
sustainable agricul-
tural practices in the
region.

Agricultural Trade
and Regulation Group
deputy secretary Tina
Hutchison emphasised
the importance of the
grant in strengthening
relationships ~ with
trading partners.

“Australia has a lot to
offer southeast Asian
partners through trade,

investment and
shared commitment to
sustainable agriculture
to meet the growing
food needs across our
region,” she said.

“This initiative will
boost  collaboration
and engagement be-
tween Australia and
southeast Asia in this
vital area to support
long-term sustainable
agricultural develop-
ment.

“Australia’s  pros-
perity and security are
closely linked to the
prosperity and security
of our neighbours, so
it’s important we work
together to support a
strong future for all.”

For more informa-
tion, visit farminsti
tute.org.au/gffpi S
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Future of Food report missed opportunity

RECENTLY, the
Australian Conser-
vation Foundation
released the ‘Future
of Food’ report, a
benchmark analysis
highlighting trans-
parency and sustain-
ability issues in the
food supply chain.

The report criticises
major food busi-
nesses including su-

The Future of Food
report criticises major
food businesses,
including supermar-
kets.

permarkets for their
lack of deforestation
targets.

It also evaluated 20
of Australia’s largest
food companies on
sustainability indica-
tors.

Australian ~ Pork
Limited believes
the ACF missed the
opportunity to rec-
ognise  Australia’s
unique environment
and the significant
sustainability ef-
forts of Australian
farmers.

APL believes the re-
port did not consider
the pork industry’s
significant contribu-
tion to improving en-
vironmental sustain-
ability.

The pork industry
produces less than 2

percent of agricul-
tural greenhouse gas
emissions and has set
a target of 60 percent
of the industry uti-
lising renewable en-
ergy by 2030.

Since 1980, the in-
dustry has success-
fully reduced green-
house emissions by
73 percent, reduced
water-use by 80 per-
cent and fossil fuel
use by 58 percent.
We are a low emis-
sions protein, with
less than 3.3kg of
carbon dioxide pro-
duced per kilogram
of liveweight, down
from 10.6kg in 1980.
The pork industry
has the potential to be
a significant contrib-
utor to government
plans to reduce emis-

sions as we already
operate as a circular
economy.

APL is actively
working in the en-
vironmental policy
space to assist gov-
ernment in under-
standing the industry,
particularly  where
regulation must be
amended to support
the industry’s leader-
ship in the environ-
mental space. 5
Australian Pork
Limited

Scan for the full
Future of Food report.
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An Aussie 4" trash pump in action, easy to deploy in an emergency.

AS the weather be-
comes more unpre-
dictable, smart live-
stock producers are
planning ahead for
WOrse-case scenarios.

Strong wind brings
down powerlines,
taking out electrical
equipment such as es-
sential pumps, and
flooding rain can over-
whelm existing infra-
structure.

Aussie Pumps, Aus-
tralia’s leading sup-
plier of portable self-
priming trash pumps,
has developed a range
of engine-drive trash
pumps that are quick to
deploy in an emergency
and are specifically de-
signed to handle solids-
contaminated water.

Aussie Pumps lineup
of portable engine-
drive trash pumps
range from 2” through
to 37, 47, all the way to
huge 6” pumps that will
move up to 6000LPM.

These big ‘rubbish
gobblers’ will handle
effluent, wastewater

and even small solids.
Being self-priming
and portable, these are
good back-up pumps
that are easy to set up
and simple to use.
They can replace an
electric pump that is
out of action due to a
power cut or provide
extra capacity to handle
rainwater runoff from

the piggery.

Aussie Pumps product
manager Davy Schri-
jvers said, “We are
ready to assist with
managing wastewater,
with big stocks of petrol
and  diesel-powered
trash pumps ready for
immediate delivery.”

“Our trash pumps will
handle mud and slush,
even cleaning out con-
taminated septic tanks
and settling ponds
with no problems,” Mr
Schrijvers said.

Designed to deliver a
vertical suction lift of
up to 7.6m, the pumps
are nicknamed ‘quik
prime’ because of their
excellent performance
characteristics.

Foot valves are not
required, and all the
pumps come complete
with hose couplings
and a strainer designed
to suit the sized solids
that the pump can
handle.

A handy clean-out
door is built into the
front body of the pump,
enabling it to be easily
cleaned in the event of
experiencing a ‘choke’,
without the need to dis-
connect the pipework.

The excellent self-
priming characteristics
are due to the pump’s
unique design.

The body incorpo-
rates a large water tank.

On start up, the water
tank empties, creating
a vacuum in the pump
that causes the check

valve on the suction
port to open.

That vacuum draws
water up through the
suction line, into the
pump and out through
the delivery port.

“Our pumps prime
first time, every time,’
Mr Schrijvers said.

Adding, “Operators
need to ensure there are
no air leaks in the suc-
tion line but other than
that, they are simple to
set up and run.”

The pumps are avail-
able with either Honda
petrol or Yanmar diesel
engine drives.

Top quality engines
are chosen because of
their long life, high
performance and super
reliability.

As for all Aussie ‘quik
prime’  self-priming
pumps, the trash pump
line is covered by a
unique five-year war-
ranty, supplied by the
company at no extra
charge.

“That warranty
is unique for our in-
dustry,” Mr Schrijvers
said.

“It shows our total
confidence in the
product, no matter
where it is installed.”

Further informa-
tion on the complete
range of Aussie trash
pumps is available at
aussiepumps.com.au
and from Aussie Pump
distributors throughout
Australia. 5
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services and facilities in the pig industry.
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THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the
right people for any number of specialist
services and facilities in the pig industry.
Whatever the job you need to accomplish,
here’s a group of business cards that
guarantee you the best available.
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99!2,‘?)! Jay Richards
Business Manager - Central and Northern QLD

jay.richards@abbeylabs.com.au
0472 535 565

Abbey Animal Health Pty Ltd
B27/1 Maitland Place, Norwest, NSW 2153
T 0280880720 | F 0280880721 | W www.abbeylabs.com.au

glgggy Stephen Fisher

Business Manager - South Australia and Western Victoria
stephen.fisher@abbeylabs.com.au
0400617 277

Abbey Animal Health Pty Ltd

B27/1 Maitland Place, Norwest, NSW 2153
T 0280880720 | F 0280880721 | W www.abbeylabs.com.au

ABN: 92 115 191 056

Ol‘
N
abbey Mick Findlay
Managing Director
mick@abbeylabs.com.au
0412101114

Abbey Animal Health Pty Ltd
B27/1 Maitland Place, Norwest, NSW 2153
T 0280880720 | F 0280880721 | W www.abbeylabs.com.au

922,‘?}!“ Brett Wisemantel
Business Manager - Northern NSW and Southern QLD

brett.wisemantel@abbeylabs.com.au
0428 357 109

Abbey Animal Health Pty Ltd
B27/1 Maitland Place, Norwest, NSW 2153
T 0280880720 | F 0280880721 | W www.abbeylabs.com.au

(X 4
ggl/’agy Tiffany Gordon
Vet/Equine Territory Manager - Southern

tiffany.gordon@abbeylabs.com.au
0448 902 524

Abbey Animal Health Pty Ltd
25 Hesling Court, East Bendigo VIC 3550 Australia
T 0280880720 | F 0280880721 | W www.abbeylabs.com.au

e,
ramo

Aa?ggy Simon Lakin
National Sales Manager
simon.lakin@abbeylabs.com.au
0418 240 291

Abbey Animal Health Pty Ltd
B27/1 Maitland Place, Norwest, NSW 2153
T 0280880720 | F 0280880721 | W www.abbeylabs.com.au
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abbey William Lloyd
Business Manager - Southern NSW
william.lloyd@abbeylabs.com.au
0448 270 066

Abbey Animal Health Pty Ltd

B27/1 Maitland Place, Norwest, NSW 2153
T 0280880720 | F 0280880721 | W www.abbeylabs.com.au
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Stuart Court

Technical Services Manager (ANZ)
stuart.court@kemin.com

mobile: 0466 956 263

1 G H
ACE LO bo ra fo ry SerVIceS Sales Manager - Monogastric angel\%illinege(r;ily)

12 Gildea Lane Bendigo East, Vic 3550 greg.heeney@kemin.com
mobile: 0456 294 643
Trina Parker

AQIS QC2 Containment Facility APVMA Licensed Manufacturer Country President (ANZ)
trina.parker@kemin.com

PH : (03) 5443 9665 Email: info@acelabservices.com.au mobile: +64 274 872 524
FAX: (03) 5443 9669 PO Box 6101 White Hills, Vic 3550

JHCKSONS Jodie Driscoll
National Sales Manager
AU STRAL IA jodie@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
185 Thomas Street 0428 247 272
(PO Box 271)
Murray Bridge SA 5253 Rebecca Jamieson
P 088531 2700 Brendon Cant T +61 89430 9463 National Key Account Manager - Swine
F 088531 2711 Managing Director M +61 417 930 536 rebecca@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
M 0419559011 E brendon@iinet.net.au 0400392

Aaron Hines E aaron@jacksonsaustralia.com BCAPR Pty Ltd (AoN 159 299 966) ccdanimalhealth.com.au Eddie Pecotich

Sales & Production Manager W www.jacksonsaustralia.com PO Box 749 South Fremantle National Key Account Manager - Biosecurity
Western Australia 6162 Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes St eddie@ccdanimalhealth.com.au

Design  Engineering * Fabrication Tamworth NSW 2340 0437 408 961

[ ]
O e t’ S LALLEMAND SPECIFIC
L DANIEL FISHER 0\ FOR YOUR
0434 468 644 | I ANIMAL NUTRITION SUCCESS
KEVIN MARKHAM Alison Leary - Technical Services Manager

Dr. Avril Grieve 0438 352 443 0421 078 855 Mob: 0488 715 151 | aleary@lallemand.com

Tim Fulton 0431075 972 Nathan Lister - Technical Services M

Amanda De Souza 0477 387 392 E: eq‘;ipmem@ifsaus"a”a'wma“ Mib- 34?38? 93 gésef nTilsctaer(a}eI;\IIII;::ansrlac‘Jgn?r
www.ifsaustralia.com.au ' ’

John Reeves 0412 264 497 Alex Turney - Managing Director, AUS & NZ
INTENSIVE FARMING SUPPLIES AUSTRALIA Mob: 0419005 511 | aturney@lallemand.com

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd .
) U4/9 Cardiff Court PO Box 2467
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138 Cavan Dry Creek www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

www.zoetis.com.au SA 5094 SA 5094

Regional Sales Representatives
David Sinclair

Operations Manager

Brian Warneke (SA) Tony Bassett (Vic)
Tel: 0436 193 253 Tel: 0437 056 369

Vin Modra (SA) Shane Nicholson (National)

Tel: 0407 723 679 Tel: 0427 200 262 BU”( Feed Trcmsporf Gnd SI’O Aerdﬁon

Phone: (07) 4634 7344 Mobile: 0428 474 057
Freecall: 1800 242 699

david@customvac.com.au
www.customvac.com.au

Linda Scotts (NSW) Michael Pritchard MTB - Biosecurity
Tel: 0428972599 Tel: 0407 764 850

Bruce Lockwood (Qld)
Tel: 0400 700 559 Alltech Lienert Australia

8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy 5371, SA 24 Molloy Street, PO Box 2426, Toowoomba Queensland 4350

Alltechlienert.com.au [ AlltechLienert
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Grains Biosecurity Plan safeguards our future

A NEW plan has been
unveiled to strengthen
biosecurity protections
and further safeguard
the $32 billion Aus-
tralian grains industry
by delivering a range of
targeted activities and
investments.

The Australian Grains
Industry  Biosecurity
Plan was launched by
grains industry leaders
at the Australian Grains
Industry Conference in
Melbourne recently.

The plan will give in-
dustry, governments and
stakeholders the expert
framework and focus
needed to help prevent,
prepare for and respond
to grains-specific bios-
ecurity incursions.

Developed in col-
laboration with industry
leaders and biosecurity
experts, more than 1300
different plant pests and
disease threats have
been identified in the
plan.

It also details the spe-
cific programs and ac-
tivities needed to take
proactive action and
protect growers, in-
dustry and the economy
from these biosecurity
threats.

Plant Health Australia,
the coordinator of the
Australian plant bios-
ecurity system, has led
the process — supported
by Grain Producers
Australia in consulta-
tion with other industry
leaders, grains industry
stakeholders and gov-
ernment partners — to
include their expertise in
the plan’s development.

Built on the principles
of shared ownership and
responsibility, a focus
on strong collaboration
and engagement will
continue throughout the
life of the plan to ensure
success.

GPA chair and WA
grain producer Barry
Large said the plan’s
launch was a good news
story for all Australian
grain producers and the
wider grains industry
and economy, and the
start of a longer journey
to increase biosecurity
capacity and capability.

“We know khapra
beetle is public enemy
number one for our in-
dustry, with a potential
$15 billion plus hit to
the economy — and that’s
just one of many grains-
related biosecurity chal-
lenges we face,” Mr
Large said.

“This plan however
will implement the
projects and initiatives
we need to fight back
against these pests and
diseases that pose a con-
stant threat to our liveli-
hoods.

“Everyone will ben-
efit from this new uplift
in investments, actions
and activities to help
strengthen biosecurity
protections specific to
the grains sector — not
just growers.

“This also demon-
strates that we're talking
the talk and walking the
walk on biosecurity, by
harnessing our resources
and being proactive to
further protect the prof-
itability and sustain-
ability of our industry.”

PHA national manager
for preparedness and re-
search, development and
extension Stuart Kearns
said governments, in-
dustry, researchers and
the public were benefi-
ciaries of a strong and
prepared  biosecurity
system.

“This biosecurity plan
is an implementation
plan at its core,” Mr
Kearns said.

“We’ve built on past

efforts to identify cur-
rent and potential plant
pests with a practical
guide that has identified
where we need to focus
surveillance, education
and mitigation.

“This will ensure both
industry and government
are able to make in-
formed decisions about
the growing biosecurity
threat in Australia.

“The plan includes cur-
rent initiatives and high-
lights areas requiring
further work and will be
consistently updated to
assess progress.”

Mr Kearns said the
plan will be regularly
reviewed and updated
throughout its life to re-
flect activities, outcomes
and newly identified is-
sues.

Grains Research and
Development Corpora-
tion managing director
Nigel Hart said bios-
ecurity was a critical
cross industry issue that
needed a united and
collaborative approach
from the grains sector.

“GRDC has long been
an advocate of research,
development and exten-
sion investments that
support and inform
improved biosecurity
practices and effec-
tively equips the grains
industry to prepare and
guard against the very
real threat exotic pests
and diseases pose to ag-
riculture,” Mr Hart said.

“This all-of-industry
plan is another impor-
tant tool in ensuring
we have the systems in
place to allow us to be
responsive and act in a
timely way — two critical
factors that can be the
difference between ef-
fective control and dev-
astation of an industry.”

Together with GPA,
PHA and GRDC, the

Australian Government
Department of Agricul-
ture, Fisheries and For-
estry, GrainGrowers and
state and territory gov-
ernments have provided
their input and endorsed
the plan.

This  collaboration
provides the Australian
grains industry and
government — as the
decision makers when
it comes to biosecurity
management — with a
mechanism to deliver an
effective plant biosecu-
rity system.

GrainGrowers  wel-
comes the release of the
Grains Biosecurity Plan
and recognises biosecu-
rity as a shared respon-
sibility among govern-
ment, industries and in-
dividuals.

GrainGrowers  chief
executive officer Shona
Gawel said in the face
of changing biosecurity
threats, the industry
can no longer rely on
geographic isolation and
must play an active role
in protection from exotic
plant pest threats.

“The Grains Biosecu-
rity Plan identifies the
actions required from
stakeholders and high-
lights the collaborative
approach required to se-
cure the industry from
biosecurity threats,” Ms
Gawel said.

“One of the key ben-
efits of this approach
is that the industry can
clearly see the actions
required, understand the
current gaps and con-
sider the work required
to rectify any blind

spots.”
Ms Gawel said the
broader collaborative

approach positions the
industry to use its avail-
able resources better to
implement a focused
strategy that can meet

the future biosecurity
challenges of the Aus-
tralian grains industry.
The plan developed a
series of threat summary
tables that identified ex-
otic pests known to af-
fect grain crops overseas
and assessed their overall
risk to the industry based
on four criteria — entry,

establishment, spread
potential and economic
impact.

It also includes details
on current mitigation
and surveillance activi-
ties being undertaken
and identifies contin-
gency plans, fact sheets
and diagnostic protocols
that have been devel-
oped for pests relevant
to the grains industry.

More than 50 new and
existing activities have
been identified by PHA
and the GRDC that will
be the target of invest-
ment to strengthen bios-
ecurity efforts.

These include:

* Ramping up surveil-
lance efforts and their
coordination

* Expanding the
Grains Farm Biosecu-
rity Program to drive
plan activities

e Increasing education,
training and simulations
to prepare industry for
an incursion.

For more information,
visit the Grains Farm
Biosecurity Program at
grainsbiosecurity.com.
au g

Plant Health Australia CEO Sarah Corcoran
launched the biosecurity plan at AGIC 2024.

Scan for the Biosecurity
Plan for the Australian
Grains Industry fact
sheet.

The plan details current mitigation and surveil-
lance activities being undertaken and identifies
contingency plans, fact sheets and diagnostic
protocols.
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Andres Ardila
Veterinarian
Technical Advisor - Swine

€9 MSD

Animal Health
The Science of Healthier Animals

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd

Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road

Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113

North Ryde Post Business Centre,

Locked Bag 2234

North Ryde, NSW, 1670
Australia

T 1800033 461

M 0458 794 535

F 1800817 414
andres.ardila@msd.com

Veterinarian

Anke Woeckel

Technical Marketing - Swine

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd

Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road
Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113

North Ryde Post Business Centre,
Locked Bag 2234

North Ryde, NSW, 1670

Australia

Dr. Tanja Calitz

M +61499 757 616

41 Edison Road

dsm-firmenich.com

Animal Nutrition and Health

tanja.calitz@dsm-firmenich.com

Wagga Wagga NSW 2650, Australia

¢ MSD

Animal Health

The Science of Healthier Animals

BECAMPBELL

Quality Australian Meat since 1969

Nathan Odell

Chief Supply Chain Officer
M 0412 821 358

E nodell@becampbell.com.au

Ray Quinn

T 1800033 461
M 0437 010 683
F 1800817 414

anke.woeckel@msd.com

Some companies talk about it -

Bjorn Ludvigsen

Livestock & Farm Assurance Manager

M 0479 181 943

E bludvigsen@becampbell.com.au

Procurement Manager Meat & Livestock

M 0410 699 971
E rquinn@becampbell.com.au

www.becampbell.com.au

Actively buying pigs in
SA, VIC,NSW & QLD

PRECISION NUTRITION

FOR PIGS

at Jefo, we do it

For more information, contact:
Wayne Bradshaw: 0429 301 500
wbradshaw@jefo.com
or the office:
ausinfo@jefo.com

jefo.com
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Protection of your pigs to slaughter

Ingelvac MycoFLEX®, Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae protection with extra capacity
for mixing with Ingelvac CircoFLEX® for PCVAD protection

]

—~ .

(“D BOEhrln.ger Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285. FLEXCombo® FLEX
1] Ingelhelm is a registered trademark of the Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH - used under licence. All rights reserved. AUS/FCB-181008
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