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THE operating envi-
ronment for the Aus-
tralian pork industry 
has always been 
complex but in recent 
months, it really felt 
like our resilience 
was being tested. 

We’ve faced tariffs 
and global market 
uncertainty along 
with continuous il-
legal trespassing and 
harassment from ac-
tivists and ongoing 
biosecurity risks. 

On top of this, 
there is an in-
creasing need for 
the industry to bal-
ance sustainability 
initiatives and eco-
nomic viability.

All of these fac-
tors make me feel so 
proud of our hard-
working farmers 
and those along the 
supply chain who 
work tirelessly every 
day to do their bit in 
feeding the nation.

Australian pork – 
and all meat in gen-
eral – plays a hugely 
important role in 
our society. 

As a member of 
the meat sector, it’s 
our industry’s role 
to provide a high-
quality, nutritious 
and affordable pro-
tein for Australians, 
while contributing 
to the nation’s food 
security and eco-
nomic health. 

Pork is the second-
most consumed pro-
tein after chicken 
in Australia, with 
about 1.3 billion 
pork meals enjoyed 
by Aussies in 2023-
24.

From a health per-
spective, pork is a 
delicious and versa-
tile source of essen-
tial nutrients for all 
Australians. 

It’s rich in high-
quality protein and 
provides crucial 
vitamins and min-
erals, including thia-
mine for energy pro-
duction, niacin for 
mental health and 
reducing fatigue, vi-
tamin B12 for brain 
function and folate, 
which is critical to 
development during 
pregnancy. 

Additionally, pork 
supplies phos-
phorus, magne-
sium and zinc, all 
which help boost 
immunity, maintain 
healthy skin and 
support the growth 
and development of 
children.

Without pork, all 
Australians would 
be missing out on 
affordable access to 
the nutrients critical 
to sustain a healthy 
way of life. 

Pork doesn’t only 
have a place in a 
balanced diet, it’s 
crucial to main-
taining one.

From a social and 

economic perspec-
tive, pork provides 
more than enjoy-
ment and nourish-
ment. 

It is the backbone 
for many parts of 
Australian society, 
particularly our re-
gional and rural 
communities.

The pork industry 
contributes more 
than $6.9 billion 
to the economy 
and employs nearly 
37,000 farmers, pro-
ducers, processors, 
transporters and re-
tailers whose liveli-
hoods depend on a 
thriving industry.

Despite all this, the 
sector isn’t resting 
on its laurels. 

As an industry, 
we’ve set ambitious 
targets to incorpo-
rate waste recycling 
and renewable en-
ergy technologies 
into our farming 
practices. 

We’re reducing 
our environmental 
footprint while en-
suring pork remains 
a responsible choice 
for consumers con-
cerned about animal 
welfare and resource 
efficiency. 

Overall, Australian 

pork producers have 
reduced their emis-
sions intensity by 
more than 70 per-
cent over the past 
four decades.

We’re a global 
leader in healthy 
food production, 
sustainability and 
animal welfare. 

Through pro-
grams such as the 
Australian Pork In-
dustry Quality As-
surance Program 
and stringent bios-
ecurity measures, 
Australian pork is 
safe, ethical and of 
the highest quality.

In a time of global 
uncertainty, the 
pork sector is de-
livering on its man-
date to provide meat 
for Australia while 
bringing prosperity 
for Australian com-
munities and con-
fidence for con-
sumers. 

Our ongoing in-
vestment in re-
search and innova-
tion, environmental 
responsibility, sci-
ence-backed animal 
welfare, biosecurity 
and workforce de-
velopment ensures 
that Australian pork 
is a trusted protein 
and will continue to 
be. 

As part of the 
broader Australian 
livestock sector, 
we’re proud to set 
the standard for 
production of meat 
globally.

Despite the chal-
lenges, our industry 
is looking forward 
to the future. 

Celebrating pork’s role in all our lives

Point of View
by MARGO ANDRAE

CEO

THE Voluntary En-
hanced Biosecurity 
Standards Facilitator 
Project, a new initia-
tive from Australian 
Pork Limited, is 
helping producers pre-
pare for African swine 
fever by supporting 
on-farm VEBS adop-
tion across the country.

VEBS is a nationally 
endorsed set of bios-
ecurity standards de-
signed to:

•	Reduce the likeli-
hood of ASF introduc-
tion to a farm

•	Limit disease 
spread and reduce out-
break size

•	Support risk assess-
ments for the move-
ment of live pigs and 
semen under permit 
during an outbreak.

Endorsed by the 
Animal Health Com-
mittee in 2022, VEBS 
is now integrated into 
the Australian Pig In-
dustry Quality Assur-
ance Program as a cer-
tification module. 

VEBS, alongside 
APIQ core stand-
ards, represents the 
minimum biosecu-
rity standard required 
to support movement 
decisions in an ASF 
response. 

APIQ panel chair 
Sharon Starick said: 
“By building national 
facilitator capability 
and capacity, pro-
ducers will have ac-
cess to specialist sup-
port to assist with the 
integration of VEBS 
into business as usual.”

VEBS delivers an 
appropriate level of 
protection for pig pro-
ducers and are a key 
link in wider supply 
chain biosecurity. 

VEBS helps prepare 
producers to provide 
assurances to support 
live pig and semen 
movements in an Af-
rican swine fever out-
break, making them 
vital to business con-
tinuity and to ensuring 
the least possible dis-
ruption to producers, 
abattoirs and other 
supply chain stake-
holders during an out-
break.
On-farm adoption of 
VEBS

The VEBS Facili-
tator Project will build 

VEBS Facilitator Project 
to help prepare for ASF

* continued P2

SunPork Farms South QA manager Jason Morris and operations man-
ager David Lines.
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2025

SEP 20-23 – Allen D. Leman Swine 
Conference – Minnesota, USA. https://
lemanconference.umn.edu/
OCT 6-8 – 16th SafePork – Rennes, 
France. https://safepork.ifip.asso.fr
OCT 15-16 – Dutch Pork and Poultry Expo 
– Den Bosch, Netherlands. https://www.
porkpoultryexpo.nl/en/
OCT 18-20 – Leman China Swine 
Conference and World Swine Industry – 
Changsha, China. https://www.lemanchina.
com/
NOV 17-19 – APSA Conference – 
Melbourne, Australia. https://www.apsa.
asn.au/

2026

JUN 2-4 – VIV Europe 2026 – Utrecht, The 
Netherlands. https://www.viveurope.nl
JUN 16-19 – IPVS 2026 – Ho Chi Minh, 
Vietnam. https://ipvs2026.vn/
SEP 22-24 – Expomeat 2026 – Sao Paulo, 
Brazil. https://www.expomeat.com.br/
OCT 6-8 – International PRRS Symposium 
2026 – Spain.
OCT 21-23 – Pork Expo Mexico – 
Aguascalientes, Mexico. http://pork-expo.
org/

0450 672 553
porknews.com.au

How to supply event details: 
Send all details to Australian Pork 
Newspaper, PO Box 162, Wynnum, 
Qld 4178, call 0450 672 553 or email 
design@collins.media

Pork Industry
Calendar of Events

Email editorial@collins.media 
or call 0450 672 553

Want us to  
cover your event?

Get noticed by key pork  
industry members!  

national capability and 
capacity by:

•	Providing clear 
compliance guidance, 
tools and other re-
sources for producers, 
facilitators and audi-
tors

•	Supporting produc-
tion entities to adopt 
and become accred-
ited for APIQ Option 
C VEBS-ASF

•	Demonstrating bi-
osecurity practice 
change at an industry 
level

•	Supporting busi-
ness continuity and 
minimising disruption 
to regular farm move-
ments in a disease out-
break.

A 2022 collaborative 
project by Pork SA and 
Primary Industry and 
Regions South Aus-
tralia benchmarked 
the farm biosecurity 
practices of pig sup-
pliers to South Aus-
tralian abattoirs and 
identified areas where 
industry required ad-
ditional support for 
adoption of VEBS.

In 2023, further joint 
work by Pork SA and 
PIRSA consulted with 
industry and govern-
ment representatives 

to establish priorities 
and strength of audit 
evidence required for 
the VEBS. 

Examples included a 
‘site map’, which ad-
dressed more than 10 
components of VEBS, 
and veterinary au-
thorisations for key 
plans, including feed 
delivery, pig loadout 
and waste disposal.

A national APL-
funded pilot project 
commenced in SA in 
early 2025 is now ac-
celerating the uptake 
of VEBS by sup-
porting the develop-
ment of VEBS facili-
tators to assist farms 
with VEBS implemen-
tation and compliance. 

Pork SA chair Greg 
Davis said, “The APL 
VEBS facilitator pilot 
project Phase 1 is 
based in SA and in-
cludes four facilitators 
and six farms.”

“These farms range 
from 250 sows to large 
enterprises, older tra-
ditional-style family 
farms, stud breeders, 
mixed farms and 
multi-site enterprises.”

Department of Pri-
mary Industries 
Queensland senior 
principal extension 

officer (pork) animal 
science Sara Willis 
said: “Phase 1 also 
includes two facilita-
tors and two sites in 
Queensland to eval-
uate project processes 
and tools before at-
tempting escalation to 
a national program.”

Facilitators have ex-
tensive experience in 
providing pig health, 
production and quality 
assurance consultancy 
services. 

They are not re-
stricted in applying 
outputs from the pro-
ject more broadly 
across their client 
base.

The project’s engine 
room is a working 
group comprised of 
facilitators, supported 
by APL. 

Their collective 
knowledge is being 
harnessed to identify 
and resolve challenges 
and hurdles identified 
in farm VEBS gap as-
sessments. 

One of the first pro-
ject sites has already 
achieved VEBS ac-
creditation.

With this early 
success in SA and 
Queensland, the fa-
cilitator project is now 

scaling nationally. 
The next phase will:
•	Add three new fa-

cilitators and three 
sites per state

•	Expand use of 
pilot-developed tools

•	Integrate find-
ings from companion 
projects – such as 
feral pig exposure 
risk assessments and 
disposal guidance 
(NSW DPI, APL).
Why we need to 
keep pigs moving

Disease simulation 
exercises – Rapid 
Strike, Razorback 
and Hamstrung – and 
abattoir shutdowns 
have demonstrated 
how rapidly the in-
ability to move pigs 
can cause severe on-
farm impacts. 

The benchmarking 
survey in 2022 of 
sites producing 75 
percent of produc-
tion found that only 
17 percent of 69 pro-
duction sites had ac-
commodation to hold 
pigs for more than 
two weeks past rou-
tine shipment to ab-
attoirs.

In addition, experi-
ence has shown that 
for every day an abat-
toir is closed, it takes 

four days to catchup 
the backlog.

Taken together, these 
findings indicate that 
an inability to move 
stock due to move-
ment controls, likely 
to be imposed as part 
of an official disease 
response, are prone to 
very rapidly – within 
days – create adverse 
farm impacts well be-
yond destruction of 
the infected premises.

It is also plausible 
that disease-tracing 
activities may impli-
cate many sites that 
have transported pigs 
to an exposed abattoir 
in the weeks leading 
up to first detection 
– diagnosis and offi-
cial declaration of dis-
ease will also create 
high demand for risk 
assessments and per-
mitted movements. 

Regular movements 
are critical for pig 
welfare and business 
continuity. 

Industry must be pre-
pared. 

Doing nothing is not 
an option. 
Dr Andy Pointon, Dr 
Kirsty Richards and 
Tanya Pittard
For Australian Pork 
Limited

VEBS Facilitator Project to help prepare for ASF
* from P1

Training course participants pictured with course organiser, PIRSA vet Dr Jeremy Rogers (kneeling down in centre of the 
photo with earmuffs), and the author (far right).

A TWO-day ‘Working 
with Pigs’ refresher 
course for veterinar-
ians and Department of 
Primary Industries and 
Regions South Aus-
tralia biosecurity staff 
was held in the Murray-
lands during June.

Aimed at refreshing 
the clinical skills of 
mixed practice vets 
and PIRSA biosecurity 
staff, this training is 
designed to make vet-
erinary staff more com-
fortable and confident 
in responding to the 
needs of smaller prop-
erty owners with pigs.

Participants included 
nine PIRSA biosecu-
rity staff and seven pri-
vate veterinarians from 

clinics at Birdwood, 
Mt Compass, Murray 
Bridge and the River-
land. 

PIRSA veterinary of-
ficer and course organ-
iser Dr Jeremy Rogers 
sees this training as an 
opportunity to upskill 
vets in their disease di-
agnostics and manage-
ment advice to small 

property owners.
“The more vets we 

have across the re-
gions able to respond 
to enquiries from land-
owners owning small 
numbers of pigs, the 
better chance we have 
for early disease detec-
tions”, he said.

The pig industry is 
particularly focused on 

an awareness of dis-
eases such as foot and 
mouth disease, African 
swine disease and Japa-
nese encephalitis.

Topics covered in Day 
1 included the basics of 
pig ownership, housing 
and husbandry, nutri-
tion and feeding, tracea-
bility, pig welfare, swill 
feeding, APIQ, general 
pig care and the role 
of vets in emergency 
animal disease moni-
toring and response.

Day 1 session pre-
senters included spe-
cialist pig vet Dr Trish 
Holyoake, Dr Jeremy 
Rogers and myself, 
Graeme Pope, as in-
dustry consultant. 

On Day 2, course 
participants visited a 

SunPork grow-out unit, 
where company vet Dr 
Molly Dunstan and 
operational managers 
Jason Morris and Steve 
Tilly assisted Jeremy 
Rogers in helping 
trainees develop their 
skills in catching and 
restraining grower pigs, 
and collecting blood 
samples, followed by 
demonstrations in pig 
postmortem techniques.

“In the event an emer-
gency animal disease is 
suspected or confirmed, 
I am expecting all our 
course participants 
will have the necessary 
skills to participate in 
an emergency disease 
response,” Jeremy said. 

Refresher course to aid disease detection
Pope’s

Perspective  
by GRAEME POPE
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Empower employees with human centered automation driven by operational intelligence on smart
devices, allowing them to e�iciently collaborate together, execute tasks, and provide exceptional care.

We guide caregivers with directed workflows, driving greater 
process compliance resulting in increased employee 
engagement, operational e�iciencies, and overall pig care.

PigFlow improves barn sta� productivity by 
optimising breeding herd e�iciency and 

outcomes, to increase pigs weaned per man-hour 
and drive better margins.

PigFlow provides app-based workflows and 
operational intelligence to increase employee 

engagement, e�iciencies and pig care.

The benefits of automation will directly impact the entire team.
100% Operational Visibility 12.5% E�iciency Increase 4-5% Increase in PSY

Our Results

PigFlow: The Point of Care Platform for Pigs®

What We Do

®

How it Works

Daily Workflows
• Farrow Tracker
• Fostering Management
• Treatments & Vaccinations

Team Collaboration
• Transparency and Accountabiity
• Task Prioritisation & Optimisation
• Multi-lingual Messaging

Integrated Insights
• Real-Time Data Collection & Visibility
• Performance Analytics
• Evaluate Targets & Reports

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3 Direct Execution

Define Operations

Install Hardware & So­ware

Mobile Devices Enterprise ManagementNetwork Connection

Workflow Process
Ensure completion
and compliance
(Are we doing a good job?)

Manager
Sets the goals,
expectations, SOPs
(What do we need to happen?)

Reinforces the correct
actions and behaviours
(When do we need to do it?)

Email:
forbes.corby@apiam.com.au
or
shaun.welsh@apiam.com.au

http://www.porknews.com.au
mailto:forbes.corby@apiam.com.au
mailto:shaun.welsh@apiam.com.au
https://swinetechnologies.com
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Single injection. 
Double protection.

• Easy

- Convenient for the user, saving labour and time.

- Minimises pig handling and stress because fewer 
injections are needed.

• Safe

- Minimal serious adverse events.

- Low tissue reaction and no growth setbacks in the nursery.

• Effective 

- Fast-acting and long-lasting protection.

- Field trials support that Porcilis® PCV M Hyo keeps pigs 
healthy and growing throughout the critical fi nishing 
period in the face of M. hyo and/or PCV2 infections.

- Following vaccination, PCV2 DOI lasts for 22 weeks 
and M. hyo DOI lasts for 21 weeks.

Ready-to-use protection against both PCV2 and M. hyo.

Ready-to-use, one-shot Porcilis® PCV M Hyo is:

® Registered trademarks. 
Intervet Australia Pty Ltd (trading as MSD Animal Health). 
ABN: 79008467034. 
Copyright © 2024 Merck & Co., Inc., Rahway, NJ, USA and its a�  liates. All rights reserved.

SHARE your inno-
vative ideas to win.

Whether you’ve 
found a new way 
to improve pig 
health, cut costs, 
boost sustainability 
or streamline op-
erations, Australian 
Pork Limited wants 
to hear from you.

This could be 
a do-it-yourself 
homemade tool 
that makes tasks 
more efficient, 
enrichment toys 
made from safe re-
cyclables or even 
if it’s not a new 
invention, a smart 
tweak to something 
existing that saves 
time, money or im-
proves animal wel-
fare – it will still be 
considered a great 
innovation.
The prize

Submit your 
idea or project for 
a chance to win 
a Tefal 8.3-litre 
Dual Air Fryer or 
similar, valued at 
$200, and a ticket 
to the Australasian 
Pig Science As-

sociation Industry 
Day in Melbourne 
on November 17, 
2025, including 
$1000 towards 
travel costs.
Key dates

•	Submissions are 
open now

•	C o m p e t i t i o n 
closes September 
30, 2025

•	Winner an-
nounced October 
10, 2025
Who can enter

Anyone who 
works within the 
Australian pork in-
dustry.

The challenge is 
open to all ideas, 
big or small.
How to enter

Send us:
•	Your name and 

where you’re from
•	Name and photo 

of your innovation
•	Describe how 

the innovation has 
helped your busi-
ness (100 words).

Email extension@
a u s t r a l i a n p o r k .
com.au 
Australian Pork 
Limited

Innovation 
challenge

THE Australasian Pig 
Science Association is 
looking to honour the 
next rising star of pig 
science with the 2025 
Batterham Memorial 
Award.

The late Dr Ted Bat-
terham was a respected 
and world-leading sci-
entist in amino acid 
nutrition who, for over 
three decades, played 
an important role in 
mentoring the next 
generation of pig sci-
entists. 

Since his passing in 
1994, APSA has cel-
ebrated 15 deserving 
Batterham Memorial 
Award winners, who 
have each invested the 

prize in their profes-
sional development.

Dr Jessica Craig of 
JBS Pork Australia 
was the 2023 winner. 

Jess’ early contribu-
tion to pig science was 
through her PhD cen-
tred on understanding 
the early growth and 
development of gilt 
progeny to improve 
lifetime performance 
and survival. 

As a former tech-
nical officer, APRIL 
Industry Placement 
Program alumnus, re-
search scientist and 
now research and in-
novation manager at 
JBS Pork Australia, 
Jess’ career is deeply 

focused on delivering 
applied science out-
comes for industry 
and mentoring the 
next generation of pig 
scientists herself.

Jess recently used 
her award to help fund 
her attendance at the 
American Society of 
Animal Science Mid-
west Section meeting 
in Nebraska, as well 
as meet with the Ap-
plied Swine Nutrition 
team at Kansas State 
University and some 
of her JBS colleagues 
in the Midwest.

The APSA Com-
mittee invites recently 
graduated or post-
graduate students to 

nominate for the 2025 
award. 

Nominees should ar-
ticulate how they’ve 
delivered research 
outcomes to the Aus-
tralasian pig industry 
and demonstrate their 
contribution through 
publications, collabo-
ration and innovation 
in pig research and de-
velopment.

Along with their 
curriculum vitae and 
letter of nomination, 
nominees should out-
line how they would 
use the $6000 cash 
prize. 

Visit the apsa.asn.au 
website or scan the QR 
code below for a full 

list of criteria.
Nominations close 

September 30, 2025. 
The winner will 

be announced at the 
twentieth biennial con-
ference in Melbourne, 
November 17-19. 

The award is proudly 
sponsored by Feed-
works. 
APSA Committee

Call for 2025 Batterham Award nominations

Jess Craig received the 2023 Batterham Memorial Award 
from award sponsor Mal Mottram of Feedworks.

Jess and partner Leigh, also of JBS Pork Australia, toured 
JBS’ Hedrick Feed Mill in Iowa.

Scan for more infor-
mation.

http://porknews.com.au
mailto:extension@australianpork.com.au
http://apsa.asn.au
https://www.apsa.asn.au/awards/batterham-memorial-award/
https://www.msd-animal-health.com.au
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BettaPork Piggery owner Paul Brosnan said it was great to come across 
a supplier who was happy to stand by their product and prove it was 
the right pump for the job.

BETTAPORK Piggery 
has been breeding pigs 
for over 30 years. 

A mid-size enterprise, 
the piggery raises the 
animals and then sells 
them to market.

As part of the pig-
gery’s recycling phi-
losophy, all pig waste 
is collected and broken 
down before being 
used as fertiliser on 
the grounds and turned 
into biogas to power 
the farm.

BettaPork Piggery 
owner and director 
Paul Brosnan said, 
“We collect the pig 
waste in what we call 
sump pits.”

“The effluent is then 
pumped from the sump 
up to a holding dam.

“It then moves pro-
gressively through 
a series of processes 
before the effluent is 
eventually ready to be 
pumped into biogas 
holding tanks to col-
lect the biogas.”
The problem

To move the pig 
waste from the sump 
to the holding tanks, 
the piggery was using 
a few different types of 
pumps including sub-
mersibles. 

Located in the ef-
fluent pit, and needing 
a chain and lifting de-
vice to raise to the sur-
face, these pumps were 
proving increasingly 
inefficient and costly 
to maintain.

“After we bought the 
submersible pumps, we 
quickly discovered that 
they have a very fine 
tolerance,” Paul said.

“The suction inlet im-
peller started to block 
continuously, and the 
pumps would run dry, 
resulting in the in-
ternals of the pump 
wearing and needing 
to be replaced on a 
regular basis.”
The solution

Paul started to search 
for a more efficient so-
lution. 

Coincidentally, Paul 
works closely with a 
local business, which 
uses several Gorman 
Rupp pumps in its pro-
cesses, who highly rec-

ommended the brand. 
Paul contacted 

Hydro Innovations 
– the authorised Aus-
tralian distributor for 
Gorman-Rupp pumps 
– for a solution to the 
issues with the current 
pumps he was using.

“Having purchased 
and used many dif-
ferent types of pumps 
in the past, we didn’t 
want to spend any 
more money on pumps 
that could not do the 
job,” he said.

“So, it was great 
coming across a sup-
plier who was happy to 
stand by their product 
and prove it was the 
right pump for the job.”

After reviewing the 
piggery’s requirements, 
Hydro Innovations 
suggested that Paul in-
stall a Gorman-Rupp 
T6A60S-B wastewater 
pump fitted with a 
7.5kW motor – a pack-
aged unit that would 
provide both the flow 
and the pressure that 
Paul needed.

According to Hydro 
Innovations general 
manager Garry Grant, 
the Gorman-Rupp 
T6A60S-B is a rugged 
and reliable self-
priming centrifugal 
solids-handling pump. 

Very easy to main-
tain, the pump can 
handle a 3” solid – so 
it will pump a cricket 
ball – as well as stringy 
materials. 

In addition, if any 
choking does occur, 
the pump can be easily 
and quickly unclogged 
via the lightweight re-
movable cover plate.

The design of the 
pump also allows users 
to adjust the clearance 
externally, in minutes, 
to ensure optimum 
performance without 
having to remove the 
pump from the system 
or open it. 

For major services, 
the removable rotating 
assembly can be re-
placed by simply loos-
ening four bolts from 
the drive end of the 
pump, eliminating the 
need to disturb the 
pump casing or piping.

The results
“Within a few months 

of having the pump in-
stalled at the piggery, 
we knew that it was 
capable,” Paul said.

“It moves more liquid 
than the previous pump 
and it’s extremely easy 
to maintain, which for 
me is the major bonus. 

“The open impeller 
design makes it very 
simple to remove any 
blockages. 

“You only have to 
loosen two bolts to get 
inside the pump and 
clear it, which takes 
just 15 minutes.

“And of course, an 
added bonus is that we 
no longer have to waste 
money purchasing a 
constant number of 

parts due to break-
downs,” he said.

So impressed was 
Paul with the perfor-
mance of the Gorman-
Rupp T6A60S-B that 
he purchased a second 
pump and is now con-
sidering a third.

For further infor-
mation regarding the 
extensive range of 
Gorman Rupp self-
priming pumps and 
the services that Hydro 
Innovations can offer 
to remedy your waste-
water, sewerage, aera-
tion and any pump 
issues, visit our very 
informative website 
at www.hydroinnova 
tions.com.au or phone 
02 9898 1800. 

INNOVATIONSHYD
YDROINNOVATION

SLUDGE PUMPS 
PERISTALTIC   

■ No compressor 
■ Early leak detection 
■ Easy hose changes 
■ Pump thick sludge easily 
■ No corrosion issues 
■ Only one wearing part 
■ Very easy servicing 

ADVANTAGES

( 0 2 )  9 8 9 8  1 8 0 0  
sales@hydroinnovations.com.au 

www.hydroinnovations.com.au 

Piggery reduces both maintenance time 
and costs with new wastewater pumps

The new BettaPork Piggery pump is fit for 
purpose.

http://www.porknews.com.au
https://www.hydroinnovations.com.au
mailto:sales@hydroinnovations.com.au
https://www.hydroinnovations.com.au
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JUST how much an-
imal welfare matters 
in Australia’s pork in-
dustry really came to 
the fore recently when 
disturbing images and 
reports, courtesy of 
Farm Transparency 
Project, emerged of 
Andgar Piggery near 
Dublin, South Aus-
tralia.

Here’s what Farm 
Transparency Project 
had to say on its web-
site – edited for the 
style of this publica-
tion.

In June, investiga-
tors – acting on in-
formation from a 
member of the public 
– captured footage in-
side Andgar Piggery 
in Dublin, South Aus-
tralia.

The footage shows 
pigs living alongside 

the decomposing 
bodies of dozens of 
dead pigs, with some 
becoming stuck in a 
giant pile of corpses.

Other footage from 
the same piggery 
shows pigs in ‘eco 
sheds’ on the prop-
erty, which are sheds 
with two or three 
walls, with at least 
one side open to the 
elements. 

The pigs in these 
sheds are seen wading 
through mud and 
waste, which is often 
so deep that they are 
forced to swim. 

Some pigs had 
drowned in these 
sheds, likely after be-
coming stuck.

Pigs were filmed 
with massive ne-
crotic wounds where 
infection had eaten 
through skin down to 
the bone. 

One pig had a hole 
in their back that was 
roughly 10cm in di-
ameter and packed 

with straw, mud and 
faeces. 

Piglets were also 
found living among 
the dead and rotting 
bodies of their litter-
mates.

These visits took 
place over a month 
after this farm had 
been reported to the 
RSPCA by a member 
of the public, who was 
so horrified by the 
conditions that they 
knew they had to act.

While not the first 
revelation of seem-
ingly disgusting treat-
ment of farmed pigs – 
and unlikely to be the 
last – real concerns 
have been widely 
shared regarding in-
sufficient worthwhile 
oversight, inspec-
tions and reporting by 
those industry bodies 
charged with doing 
so.

Shame on them I 
say. 

Call out animal wel-
fare wrongs when re-

vealed, no matter how 
the revelation comes 
to be.

What matters is that 
the alleged cruelty is 
uncovered.

Be quick to publicly 
condemn it.

Then be honest 
enough to acknowl-
edge that industry 
agreed and certified 
quality control meas-
ures and bodies are 
obviously abject fail-
ures.

Then set about 
lifting standards of 
on-farm inspections 
and reporting.

Finally, make every 
effort to banish from 
the industry those in-
volved with serious 
animal cruelty. 

If industry bodies 
don’t do all of the 
above, consumers will 
inevitably begin to re-
move pork products 
from their shopping 
lists and menus.

Industry bodies 
must stop shooting 
the messenger.

Messengers are not 
responsible for the 
cruelty but simply for 
the revelation, which 
itself may result in 
them suffering conse-
quences. 

Clearly, it seems, 
animal protection or 
animal welfare bodies 
are prepared to pay 
such a price. 

CONVENIENT DOSING APPLICATOR
Premi-Boost+ 250mL comes with a separate dosing applicator that delivers precisely 2mL per dose. This 
ensures accurate and convenient administration to newborn, underweight and premature piglets.
The applicator simplifies the dosing process, making it easy for caregivers to provide the necessary nutritional 
support to young animals.

PACK SIZE: 250MLDOSE RATE

ONE PUMP = 2ML
2mL: Newborn, underweight and premature piglets 
soon after birth.
Repeat the following day if necessary.
For any remaining product, reapply the original bottle 
cap and store in a cool/dry place for up to 3 months.
Rinse and clean trigger prior to reusing.

SHAKE WELL BEFORE USE

Supports growth, development and vitality

Boosts energy in weak and underweight 
newborns

Promotes immune function, digestive health and 
overall wellbeing

Aids in the prevention of nutritional deficiencies 
and supports optimal growth trajectories

Easy-to-administer paste formulation ensures 
accurate dosing and maximum effectiveness.

REBECCA JAMIESON - SWINE KEY ACCOUNT MANAGER

0400 392 111
DISTRIBUTED BY:

PREMI-BOOST+

PIGLETS
Vetsense Premi-Boost+ is a specialised nutritional 
paste designed to support the health and vitality of 
weak, underweight and premature piglets. 
Formulated with a precise blend of essential vitamins, 
minerals and amino acids, Premi-Boost+ provides 
comprehensive support for the early development and 
growth of piglets.

Don’t shoot our messengers
Cant

Comment  
by BRENDON CANT

Consumers will begin to bite hard and be driven away from pork and 
into other protein lanes if on-farm piggery cruelty and questionable pig 
handling and processing practices continue to emerge. 

On-farm cruelty and poor animal welfare, when exposed as it should 
be, may well drive consumers away from pork. Industry bodies, non-
governmental organisations and governments both federal and state 
need to stand up, be more accountable and publicly call out bad wel-
fare practices and the dark underbelly of on-farm cruelty and neglect.

http://porknews.com.au
https://www.vetsense.com.au
mailto:ccdsales@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GTe7uCzKfv8-8JTxlXCG76V3-ETxcHO4/view
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S
A Broad Spectrum Virucidal 
Bactericidal Fungicidal Disinfectant

The Leader in Biosecurity 
for Pig Farms

©2019 LANXESS. Virkon™, LANXESS™, the LANXESS Logo and any associated logos are trademarks or copyrights of LANXESS 
Deutschland GmbH or its affi  liates. All trademarks are registered in many countries worldwide.

alltechaustralia@alltech.com 
alltechlienert.com.au

Distributed by:

CALL YOUR 

LOCAL 

REPRESENTATIVE 

ON

1800 649 231

http://www.porknews.com.au
mailto:alltechaustralia@alltech.com
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■ Farrowing and weaner crates, 
growers and baconer pens. ■ Feed 
hopper with stainless steel trough.

■ Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap; 
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and 
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Excellent quality 
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.  Straight Farrowing Crate.

Ph (02) 6644 6065
Mobile 0437 431 901 | Email sales@vereyken.com.au 

2 Clark Rd, Junction Hill • PO Box 421, Grafton NSW 2460

Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
 ABN 11 003 543 548                 Mobile: 0437 431 901 

Victoria: Ben Slots  Phone: (03) 9462 4266 
Freecall: 1800 999 245   Mobile: 0418 388 842

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST

Tim: 0497 814 654
Eddie: 0417 862 197
Email: operations@austwaste.com.au

SECURING the in-
dustry’s future in the 
Corowa region, a $400 
million expansion 
at JBS Rivalea – in-
cluding construction 
of a closed-herd pig-
gery near Mulwala – is 
designed to modernise 
and de-risk operations.

JBS Australia became 
the country’s largest 
pork producer after 
acquiring Rivalea for 
$175 million in 2021.

Its Corowa farm em-
ploys 700 people and 
houses 25,000 pigs, 
producing eight per-
cent of Australian pork.

The expansion in-
cludes two new pig-
geries outside the cur-
rent site at One Tree 
Lane and the 9000-
sow closed-herd pig-
gery near Mulwala.

Once built, no live an-
imals will be brought 
into the Mulwala op-
eration, only semen, 
with some of the fe-
male piglets bred there 
becoming the future 
breeding sows.

NSW Government 
approval processes are 
under way, and the on-
going process of com-
munity consultation 
has begun with feed-
back expected to shape 
key elements of the 
projects.

JBS Australia chief 
operating officer 
pork division Edison 
Alvares said, “Corowa 
is a vital part of our 
operations and we’re 
committed to ensuring 
that these projects 
benefit the local com-
munity and the envi-
ronment for years to 
come.”

“We look forward 
to collaborating with 

local stakeholders to 
make these projects a 
success.”

Project manager for 
farming operations 
Nathan Sandral said 
he hoped to have ap-
proval processes com-
pleted by the end of the 
year, with construction 
of each of the satellite 
sites expected to take 
two years to build.

“At this point in time, 
everything is on the 
one location,” Mr San-
dral said.

“So, from a biosecu-
rity perspective, for 
the health of the live-
stock it makes a lot 
more sense not to have 
everything in the same 
place.

“At the moment, 
we’ve got the grand-
parents, the parents 
and their children all 
living literally in the 
one location.

“That’s not the best 
situation.

“By separating them, 
we can control the indi-
vidual animal’s needs 
so there’s less risk of 
anything moving be-
tween them.”

Mr Sandral is a fourth 
generation Corowa 
local who studied ag-
ricultural management 
at Sydney University 
before returning home 
to work on his family’s 
farm.

When Rivalea was 
looking for graduates 
to work in the industry, 
he jumped at the op-
portunity, starting in 
research and quickly 
moving into manage-
ment then finally to 
project work.

His enthusiasm for 
the industry, the project 
and the benefit to the 
region is infectious, as 

he discusses the biogas 
project that captures 
methane from piggery 
waste generating more 
electricity than the 
farm needs.

“All the effluent goes 
into a 75ML pond, 
which is 75 Olympic 
swimming pools,” Mr 
Sandral said.

“That captures the 
methane, then it’s put 
through blowers and 
across to our genera-
tors.”

Nutrient-rich water 
from the pigs is used 
to irrigate feed crops, 
which eliminates the 
need for synthetic fer-
tilisers, and the farm 
uses modern ventilated 
sheds with perforated 
flooring to mitigate 
odours.

About 90 percent of 
feed grain is sourced 
from farms within Fed-
eration Council area.

It’s already a state-
of-the-art operation but 
the next stage takes 
the commitment to 
sustainability, animal 
welfare and biosecurity 
even further.

Rivalea’s plans to 
replace existing infra-
structure with modern 
facilities and to estab-
lish new sites will inte-
grate best practice sys-
tems for animal wel-
fare, air quality, waste-
water management and 
improve employee’s 
workplace and safety.

Key benefits of the 
JBS Rivalea expansion 
include:

•	Improved nutrient 
recycling systems, 
upgraded wastewater 
treatment, best-practice 
air quality and water 
management to mini-
mise environmental 
impacts

•	Supporting local 
farmers with grain 
partnerships and ef-
fluent recycling, cre-
ating construction jobs 
and a commitment to 
local procurement

•	Separating breeding 
and growing operations 
to increase biosecurity 
profile and safeguard 
the sustainability of 
Australia’s pork supply

•	New facilities will 
enhance safety and im-
prove staff experience 
with improved venti-
lation, safe handling 
systems and a clean 
hygienic working envi-
ronment.

“These projects are 
about more than up-
grading our facilities,” 
Mr Alvares said.

“It’s about reaf-
firming our roots in the 
Corowa area, creating 
lasting benefits for the 
local community and 
the surrounding region.

“By working closely 
with stakeholders, we 
aim to enhance our 
team’s welfare, animal 
welfare, environmental 
sustainability and food 
security for Australia.”

Information sessions 
and consultation events 
will be announced in 
the coming weeks with 
updates posted on the 
website www.rivalea.
com.au 
Dairy News  
Australia

Rivalea’s $400m piggy bank

JBS Australia’s corporate communications director Olga Alexandratos 
and project manager for farming operations Nathan Sandral examine 
plans for future expansion.

Two new sites are being constructed and two are being redeveloped 
within the existing Corowa farm.

Scan for more infor-
mation.

http://porknews.com.au
http://www.rivalea.com.au
mailto:operations@austwaste.com.au
mailto:sales@vereyken.com.au
https://www.jbspork.com.au/What-We-Do/Pork-Farm-Development
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Your trusted partner

More than 15 years of 
experience with more data 

than any comparable vaccine

When you demand 
performance, 

 turn to the product 
you trust

IT is no secret that 
Aussie Pumps is Aus-
tralia’s leading manu-
facturer of high-pres-
sure water blasters for 
a range of applica-
tions, from livestock 
to heavy-duty mining 
tasks.

The Aussie Pumps 
team is also fanatical 
about the subject of 
pressure-cleaner op-
erator safety and has 
worked hard to de-
velop an excellent 
free safety training 
program, available to 
operators not only in 
Australia but world-
wide. 

Aussie Pumps chief 
engineer John Hales 
said: “Our Safe Oper-
ator pressure cleaning 
course is designed to 
keep operators – and 
anybody who happens 
to be in the area of 
pressure cleaning – 
safe.”

Aussie is delighted 
to see the way the 
initiative has been 
grasped by Westpork, 
to get most of its op-
erational staff through 
the training course.

The team gets a real 
glow when seeing 
requests come in for 
the certificates that go 
with the course.

Aussie Pumps is very 
big in livestock waste 
pressure cleaning.

Though the company 
has a range of petrol, 
diesel, electric and 
even hydraulic-drive 
big ‘Berty’ Bertolini 
pump machines, it is 
focused on operator 
safety and of course 
cost saving, efficiency 
and speed. 

“We call it faster, 
smarter, safer,” Mr 
Hales said.

The portable ma-
chines are mounted 
in sleek Aussie ‘Scud’ 
stainless-steel frames, 
designed to be safe 
and attractive to look 
at. 

“We have a ‘no 
sharps’ philosophy 
when it comes to the 
machine design,” Mr 
Hales said.

The Scuds are per-
fectly balanced and 
also come with 13” 
steel wheels with flat-
free rubber tyres.

They are easy to push 
around and can be 
fitted with a stainless-
steel reel with 30m of 
high-pressure hose, 
which means a 60m 
range within the pig-
gery without having to 
move the machine.

“We are pleased that 

Westpork has taken 
advantage of our free 
safety training pro-
gram,” Mr Hales said.

“It’s great to think of 
the injuries they may 
have saved simply by 
taking advantage of 
our free safety pro-
gram.”

Aussie Pumps also 
makes a big range of 
high-pressure Jetters. 

The Jetter, designed 
for clearing a blocked 
drain, can make a big 
impact on the sanita-
tion aspects of pork 
production.

“We know that clean 
water and the effective 
disposal of contami-
nated wastewater is a 
big issue for every pig-
gery in the country,” 
Mr Hales said.

That’s why the focus 
was on providing both 
trailer-mounted and 
trolley-mounted high-
pressure Jetters with 
5000PSI pressure 
rating. 

“The 5000PSI pres-
sure matched with the 
16LPM flow is a mas-
sive improvement on 
electric eels or ‘rod-
ding’ blocked pipes,” 
Mr Hales said.

“It’s faster and 
cleaner.”

The Aussie Pumps 

drain-cleaner range 
– what it calls the 
‘Cobra’ series – is 
built into sculpted 
stainless-steel frames 
and use big ‘Berty’ 
pumps, just like the 
pressure cleaners it 
manufactures. 

“We design and 
build machines as if 
we are going to use 
them ourselves,” Mr 
Hales said. 

“We are seeing pig-
geries buying drain-
cleaning Jetters so 
they can keep their 
drains clean and clear 
from blockages.

“Aussie Pumps be-
lieves that pigs should 
have the fundamental 
advantage of clean 
water and effective 
sanitation.

“That’s what pig-
geries tell us,” Mr 
Hales said. 

Aussie Pumps product manager Chamara Fernando with two more cer-
tificates for Westpork staff.

Aussie’s Jetter matches 5000PSI with 16LPM flow.

Westpork safe and sound 
with Aussie Pumps training

Scan for informa-
tion on the Aussie 
Blaster Safe Operator 
Training course.

http://www.porknews.com.au
https://aussiepumps.com.au/courses/blaster-safe-operator/
https://www.boehringer-ingelheim.com/au
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BEC Feed Solutions
  offers an unparalleled range of animal nutrition

solutions, designed, sourced and blended to support our
customer’s needs.

We manufacture and supply nutritional premixes, feed
ingredients, additives and stock feed commodities, as

well as providing our customers with technical support.

Phone 1300 884 593
or visit

www.becfeed.com

An economist specialising in pig production in 
the US, the author was invited by Boehringer 
Ingelheim on a speaker tour to launch some 
Australian trial data.

I WAS recently in-
vited to Australia to 
present to many of 
the country’s leading 
swine producers and 
veterinarians. 

Before trips such 
as this, I always pre-
pare by researching 
the agricultural land-
scape and produc-
tion systems of the 
country. 

One detail immedi-
ately stood out – de-
spite having a land-
mass comparable to 
the continental US 
or Europe, Australia 
maintains a sow in-
ventory of only about 
280,000. 

That places it well 
behind many major 
pork-producing coun-
tries and roughly on 
par with large indi-
vidual systems in the 
US or Europe. 

For a nation re-
nowned for its agri-
cultural exports, this 
was unexpected. 

So, I set out to un-
derstand why pork 
hadn’t gained more 
traction in Australia.

At first glance, Aus-
tralia seems to have 
all the right ingredi-
ents for a successful 
swine industry. 

It is free from 
major diseases such 
as African swine flu, 
porcine reproduc-
tive and respiratory 
syndrome, foot and 
mouth disease and 
classical swine fever, 
giving it an enviable 
animal health status. 

It has strong do-
mestic crop produc-
tion, enabling local 
feed formulation with 
ingredients similar to 
those used in Spain 
and Italy. 

Strategically, it’s 
well-positioned near 
growing Asian mar-
kets and has well-
established trade in-
frastructure due to 
its export-oriented 
economy. 

Domestic pork con-
sumption also shows 
room for growth 
when compared with 

other Western nations 
– see Table 1 – espe-
cially when consid-
ering the number of 
tourists and foreign 
workers. 

From this perspec-
tive, increasing the 
sow herd to one mil-
lion and not putting 
downward pressure 
on prices doesn’t 
seem far-fetched. 

So why hasn’t it 
happened?

The opportunities 
are real, but sev-
eral challenges are 
holding the industry 
back. 

One of the biggest is 
currency fluctuation. 

As a heavily export-
dependent economy, 
Australia often aims 
to keep the Australian 
dollar relatively low 
to maintain trade 
competitiveness. 

However, when the 
dollar strengthens, 
the cost of Australian 
pork becomes less 
attractive to foreign 
buyers, even if do-
mestic prices remain 
stable. 

This makes interna-
tional demand more 
volatile. 

While this issue 
could be partially 
addressed through 
long-term purchasing 
agreements, such 
contracts are harder 
to secure if pork is 
treated as a generic 
commodity. 

Buyers are more 
likely to shop around 
if there’s nothing 
distinctive about the 
product.

This brings us to a 
second major chal-
lenge – the pigs them-
selves. 

Australia’s strict bi-
osecurity measures, 
while highly effective 
at keeping disease 
out, also prevent the 
import of live pigs 
and genetic materials. 

That means no new 
boars, sows or semen 
can enter the country, 
making it difficult to 
improve genetics. 

While the perfor-
mance metrics I saw 
on various finishing 
farms were not all 
that different than 
those seen in Europe 
or North America, the 
problem lies in the 
difficulty in making 
improvements to per-
formance. 

These difficulties 
are multiplied when 
you also consider im-
proving performance 
while simultaneously 
making changes to 
carcass and meat 
characteristics. 

And while Aus-
tralian breeders have 
done an excellent 
job of trying to keep 
pace with the rest of 
the world, the lack 
of genetic diversity 
in the pig population 
will become a bigger 

problem as time goes 
on and Australian 
producers find them-
selves unable to keep 
up with the ever-
evolving pressures 
facing our global in-
dustry. 

One potential solu-
tion could be mod-
elled on Brazil’s ap-
proach – offshore 
quarantine facilities 
for live animal im-
ports. 

If carefully man-
aged, this would 
allow genetic im-
provement without 
compromising the 
country’s disease-
free status. 

It’s a major infra-
structure investment 
but one that could 
pay off in competi-
tiveness.

Another factor af-
fecting carcass 
quality arises from 
the relatively light 
weights at which pigs 
are marketed, typi-
cally between 95 to 
105kg live weight. 

This makes Aus-
tralian pigs consider-
ably lighter and leaner 
than pigs produced in 
the Americas, Europe 
and much of Asia. 

The resulting cuts 
can be unfamiliar 
to both consumers 
and chefs, making it 
harder to prepare rec-
ipes that were devel-

Why Australia isn’t a major pork exporter yet

* continued P11

Ph: 08 8359 1588 E: sales@titanfan.com.au
MADE IN AUSTRALIA FOR AUSTRALIAN CONDITIONS SINCE 1990

LOCALLY manufactured at Titan’s factory 12-14  Kenworth Rd,  
Gepps Cross, South Australia 5094

ORIGINAL Stir Fan available ON/OFF 1ph/3ph

NEW

Stir Fan 
FH800/0.37kw/4 blade/1ph/3ph EC (variable speed  200 rpm – 1000 rpm)

http://porknews.com.au
http://www.becfeed.com
mailto:sales@titanfan.com.au
https://becfeed.com
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Together, 
Let’s Prove the 
Power of Partnership.

Distributed in Australia by:

Something powerful happens when shared 
expertise, care and nutritional performance 
come together. Suddenly, obstacles feel 
more like growth opportunities. That is the 
transformational power of partnership.

Zinpro® Availa® Sow helps build more 
productive sows and gilts with improved 
reproduction, better efficiency and increased 
longevity. It has also been shown to reduce 
lameness and has a positive impact on the 
cost of production. Experience the power of 
partnering with Zinpro®.

03 5429 2411
www.feedworks.com.au

Table 1: Kg of meat consumed per person per year (2022). Source: Food 
and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations

oped with different 
pork profiles in mind. 

The reason behind 
the light weights 
stems from domestic 
retailer-driven re-
quirements and dif-
fering animal welfare 
policies from state 
to state, which place 
limitations or restric-
tions on physical cas-
tration. 

In order to avoid 
tainting the pork, it 
is common to market 
pigs at a lighter 
weight or administer 
a gonadotrophin-re-
leasing hormone vac-
cine to the males. 

Sometimes both 
practices are done 
when there is concern 
around the ability to 
follow standard oper-
ating procedures or if 
delays in marketing 
and slaughter are an-
ticipated. 

These practices en-
sure that pigs can 
be marketed to any 
retailer and comply 
with states regula-
tions.

The smaller leaner 
cuts of pork are likely 
one of the factors 
contributing to Aus-
tralia’s relatively low 
consumption of fresh 
pork. 

If what’s on the 
shelf doesn’t match 
what people expect, 
or what their recipes 
call for, they may 
avoid it altogether. 

To address this, the 
industry could take 
several steps. 

First, breeding pro-
grams could aim to 
develop pigs better 
suited to these re-
strictions, though 
again, that hinges on 
genetic access. 

Second, retailers 
could be engaged in 
conversations about 
the unintended con-
sequences of their 
welfare policies, not 
to weaken standards, 
but to explore bal-
anced alternatives. 

Third, Australia 
could benefit from a 
coordinated educa-
tion and marketing 
campaign similar to 
those run by the US 

National Pork Board. 
These efforts con-

nect consumer pref-
erences with produc-
tion and help people 
understand how to 
prepare and enjoy 
pork, especially when 
prices for other meats 
are high.

In summary, while 
Australia’s swine 
industry faces real 
challenges, the poten-
tial rewards are sig-
nificant. 

Addressing issues 

such as genetic ac-
cess, retailer policies 
and market education 
will take time and 
collaboration. 

But there’s no struc-
tural reason why Aus-
tralian pork can’t join 
beef, lamb and wine 
as one of the coun-
try’s premier exports, 
perhaps even along-
side Vegemite. 
Lance Mulberry
Economist
KnowledgeVentures 
LLC

it’s visible! 

A healthy sow,
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Partnering in microbial solutions for a changing world.

Lallemand Animal Nutrition – a global leader in the science of fermentation – and a 
primary producer of yeast and bacteria. Our passion is harnessing microorganisms to 
improve performance and maintain animal health, optimise forage management, and 
the animal microbial environment. We are partnering in microbial solutions for a 
changing world. LallemandAnimalNutrition.com.
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Why Australia isn’t a major pork exporter yet
* from P10
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• Animal Shelters
• Feeders
• Silos
• Farm Buildings

EARLY harvest data 
submitted to Austral-
asian Pork Research 
Institute Limited by 
AusScan mills across 
Australia, each for the 
2024-25 season, pro-
vides statistical data 
on key grain charac-
teristics as mills tran-
sition from one har-
vest to the next. 

This month’s report 
includes Box Plot 
graphs that show the 
variation of pig faecal 
digestible energy 
(DE), broiler apparent 
metabolisable energy 
(AME) and protein 
(%) for barley and 
wheat samples by re-
gion, as predicted by 
the AusScan Online 
NIR calibrations. 

The mean values 
for each variable and 
grain type across all 
regions are shown 
in Table 1 and are 
derived from 3189 
barley and 10,348 
wheat samples. 

This represents 3467 
more scans than the 
2023-24 early harvest 
period. 

The graphs repre-
sent predicted values 
from different regions 
over a five-month pe-
riod, November 2024 
to April 2025.

The mean pig faecal 
DE values for barley 
were significantly 
different between the 
regions and, similar 
to 2023-24, showed 
little variation within 
a region, which in-
cludes the outliers 
(denoted by coloured 
symbols outside the 
quartile markers). 

The range was 
2.9MJ/kg across all 
regions compared to 
2.2MJ/kg in the pre-
vious 2023-24 period 
and, excluding out-
liers, the range this 
harvest period was 
1.5MJ/kg (Figure 1). 

As has been noted 
in previous seasons, 
the mean pig faecal 
DE values for wheat 
are similar across all 

regions with a range 
of approximately 
5.0MJ/kg (including 
outliers). 

Though when out-
liers are excluded, the 
range in predicted DE 
values reduced to ap-
proximately 0.7MJ/kg 
(Figure. 2). 

The range of pre-
dicted values for 
broiler AME, ex-
cluding outliers, was 
2.5MJ/kg and 2.4MJ/
kg for barley and 
wheat respectively, 
which is significantly 

greater than observed 
for pig faecal DE. 

The broiler AME 
values varied within 
and between re-
gions more notably 
for barley (Figure 3) 
than wheat (Figure 4) 
and these trends have 
been observed for 
broiler AME values 
in the previous two 
seasons, 2022-23 and 
2023-24. 

When excluding 
outliers, the protein 
percentage of barley 

Summary of 2024-25 
early harvest data

Distribution of Pig Faecal DE (MJ/kg) by region for barley samples (Figure 1) and wheat samples 
(Figure 2) from November 2024 through to April 2025 as predicted by AusScan Online.

Table 1: Mean values for Pig faecal DE, Broiler AME and Protein % for wheat and barley samples 
using AusScan Online NIR calibrations.

* continued P13

Distribution of Broiler AME (MJ/kg) by region 
for barley samples (Figure 3) and wheat sam-
ples (Figure 4) from November 2023 through 
to April 2024 as predicted by AusScan Online.

http://porknews.com.au
mailto:sales@jacksonsaustralia.com
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AUSTRALIAN Pork 
Limited chief execu-
tive officer Margo 
Andrae said: “While 
the APL APIQ Op-
tion C Voluntary En-
hanced Biosecurity 
Standards Facilitator 
Pilot Project has 
only been operating 
for six months, APL 
is pleased to an-
nounce expansion to 
a national program 
that adds new VEBS 
facilitators and sites 
that will drive VEBS 
uptake.”

This expansion will 
include three addi-
tional VEBS facili-
tators and three new 
sites in each state.

It will take advan-
tage of tools devel-

oped in the pilot 
VEBS Facilitator 
Project, such as a 
VEBS Gap Assess-
ment checklist and 
Biosecurity Manage-
ment Plan template 
covering core APIQ 
biosecurity and 
VEBS needs.

APL is also funding 
companion projects 
such as the feral pig 
exposure assessment 
project that will in-
form understanding 
of feral pig risk and 
the selection of site-
specific feral pig 
exposure mitigation 
measures.

The VEBS Facili-
tator Project is also 
providing a delivery 
platform for allied 

outputs of work by 
other stakeholders, 
such as above-
ground composting 
as a means of mass 
carcass disposal 
adapted to Aus-
tralian conditions by 
Byron Stein of the 
Department of Pri-
mary Industries in 
NSW.

The farm-based 
VEBS Facilitator 
Project is a ‘link’ 
in the wider bios-
ecurity of the pork 
supply chain, which 
also involves boar 
studs, truck wash, 
feed systems and ab-
attoir biosecurity.

The VEBS Facili-
tator Project is sup-
porting sustained 

adoption and in-
creased national 
coverage of accred-
ited farms through 
the development of 
national capacity to 
assist farms to pre-
pare for and undergo 
VEBS audits. 

Partnering with 

the jurisdictions and 
convening a col-
laborative approach 
involving field ex-
perts has been key 
to achieving this 
industry outcome.  

Australian Pork 
Limited

National VEBS Facilitator Project announced

Distribution of Protein (%) by region for barley 
samples (Figure 5) and wheat samples (Figure 
6) from November 2023 through to April 2024 
as predicted by AusScan Online.

(Figure 5) showed 
variation between 
and within regions, 
whereas the range in 
wheat protein per-
centage was more 
consistent between 
and within regions 
(Figure 6). 

Outliers are included 
in all graphs and indi-
cate the importance 
of scanning grains for 

these key parameters.
This will be the 

last early harvest re-
port for the 2024-25 
season. 

Many thanks to the 
mills across Australia 
for contributing their 
AusScan Online data.

For more infor-
mation, email Dr 
Charles Rikard-Bell 
at c.rikardbell@april.
org.au 

Summary of 2024-25 
early harvest data

� Selontra® Soft Bait will deliver outstanding 
control even under high pest pressure while 
protecting non-target animals wherever  
they might be at risk.

� Storm® Secure remains as cost-effective, 
durable and dependable as ever and 
Storm® Soft Bait offers the same potency 
with a new level of palatability.

Storm Soft Bait

Distributed by

www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au

For more information visit pest-control.basf.com.au 
or contact CCD Animal Health on 1300 791 009  
ccdsales@ccdanimalhealth.com.au

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS.
© Copyright BASF 2023 ® Registered trademark of BASF.  213735 04.2023

Rodenticide  
solutions for  
every situation...

* from P12

http://www.porknews.com.au
mailto:c.rikardbell@april.org.au
https://www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au
mailto:ccdsales@ccdanimalhealth.com.au


Page 14 – Australian Pork Newspaper, September 2025 www.porknews.com.au

  
Sam Custodio 
Key Account Manager Livestock - Western Vic & SA 
Livestock Business Segment 

 
 

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Level 
1, 78 Waterloo Road 
North Ryde, NSW, 2113 
Mobile: 0429 269 931 
Customer Care: 1800 808 691 
E-mail: samuel.custodio@boehringer-ingelheim.com 

  
Rose McFarlane 
Regional Key Account Manager - Livestock 
Livestock Business Segment 

 
 

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Level 
1, 78 Waterloo Road 
North Ryde, NSW, 2113 
Mobile: 0408 459 356 
Customer Care: 1800 808 691 
E-mail: rose.mcfarlane@boehringer-ingelheim.com 

Craig McCann
NATIONAL KEY RELATIONSHIP MANAGER

� +61 488 025 555 

� c.mccann@becfeed.com.au

becfeed.com.au

www.porknews.com.au

Advertise your 
business card here
call 0450 672 553

Rebecca Jamieson
National Key Account Manager - Swine

rebecca@ccdanimalhealth.com.au 
0400 392 111

Eddie Pecotich
National Key Account Manager - Biosecurity 

eddie@ccdanimalhealth.com.au 
0437 408 961

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes St 
Tamworth NSW 2340

ccdanimalhealth.com.au

Dr Peter Bracken 
Technical Services Manager ANZ - Livestock 
Livestock Business Segment 

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia 
Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road 
North Ryde, NSW, 2113 
Mobile: 0408 422 240 
Customer Care: 1800 808 691 
E-mail: peter.bracken@boehringer-ingelheim.com 

1800 426 142
orders@apiam.com.au
apiam.com.au

Shaun Welsh  
0400 672 418 
Business Manager (Swine and Poultry Services) 

Forbes Corby  
0457 508 867 
Business Account Manager, Intensive Animals

  
Dr Adam Heeley BVMedSci (Hons) BVMBVS 
National Key Account Manager - Livestock 
Livestock Business Segment 

 
Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia 
Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road 
North Ryde, NSW, 2113 
Mobile: 0412 438 425 
Customer Care: 1800 808 691 
E-mail: adam.heeley@boehringer-ingelheim.com 

RG Campbell Advisory

Dr Roger Campbell
Director 
ABN 79626160085

roger.campbell@rgcampbelladvisory.com.au

Phone/ +61 407 774 714
linkedin.com/in/roger-campbell-95237356

Natalie Schwerin
M.ScAg AARNe 
AUSTRALIAN TECHNICAL & SALES MANAGER

� +61 439 862 788 

�           +61  7 3723 9856

� +61  7 3271 3080

� n.schwerin@becfeed.com.au

becfeed.com.au

THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 
Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my CardHere’s my Card

PIC Australia

Clark Forbes, National Business Manager
M: 0427 909 361  E: cforbes@picaustralia.com.au

Joseph Pranilla, Technical Services Manager, WA
M: 0436 912 671  E: jpranilla@picaustralia.com.au

Dr Pat Mitchell, Genetic Services Manager
M: 0402 794 912 E: patricia.mitchell@picaustralia.com.au

PIC Australasia Pty Ltd, PO Box 39, Grong Grong NSW 2652
P: 02 6956 2105 F: 02 6956 2203 E: info@picaustralia.com.au

NEVER STOP IMPROVING

1300 059 003
sales@polytex.net.au
www.polytex.net.au

Eco Shelter Systems
Replacement Covers
Piggery Blinds
Piggery Shade

www.feedworks.com.au

  Doug PearsonDavid Cadogan
P +61 409 049 793    P +61 408 735 185 
E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au     E doug.pearson@feedworks.com.au 

Terence Sibanda 
P +61 448 791 413
E terence.sibanda@feedworks.com.au

Stuart Wilkinson  
P +61 414 487 882
E stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au 

Paar 
PIETER STEYN
Key Account Manager 
Auspac Ingredients Pty.Ltd. 
Unit 1, 84-92 Barnes St Tamworth NSW 2340 

Mobile +61 (0)408 242 141 
Tel +61 2 6762 7708 
Fax +61 2 6762 7709 
pieter@auspacingredients.com.au 

Dr. Avril Grieve 0438 352 443

Tim Fulton 0431 075 972

Amanda De Souza 0477 387 392

John Reeves 0412 264 497

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard Rhodes NSW 2138
www.zoetis.com.au

David Sinclair
Operations Manager

Phone: (07) 4634 7344 Mobile: 0428 474 057
Freecall: 1800 242 699

david@customvac.com.au
www.customvac.com.au

24 Molloy Street, PO Box 2426, Toowoomba Queensland 4350

Bulk Feed Transport Solutions
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DANIEL FISHER
0434 468 644
JORDAN VINEY
0421 078 855
E: equipment@ifsaustralia.com.au
www.ifsaustralia.com.au

U4/9 Cardiff Court
Cavan
SA 5094

PO Box 2467 
Dry Creek 

SA 5094

INTENSIVE FARMING SUPPLIES AUSTRALIA

Anke Woeckel 
Veterinarian
Technical Marketing - Swine

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road 
Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113
North Ryde Post Business Centre, 
Locked Bag 2234
North Ryde, NSW, 1670
Australia
T 1800 033 461
M 0437 010 683
F 1800 817 414
anke.woeckel@msd.com

The Science of Healthier Animals

Andres Ardila 
Veterinarian
Technical Advisor - Swine

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road 
Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113
North Ryde Post Business Centre, 
Locked Bag 2234
North Ryde, NSW, 1670
Australia
T 1800 033 461
M 0458 794 535
F 1800 817 414
andres.ardila@msd.com

The Science of Healthier Animals

Shane Walker (Vic)           
Tel: 0437 056 369

Shane Nicholson (National) 
Tel: 0427 200 262

Michael Pritchard MTB - Biosecurity 
Tel: 0407 764 850  

Winston Cheng (Qld) 
Tel: 0429 200 444
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Brian Warneke (SA)  
Tel: 0436 193 253

Vin Modra (SA) 
Tel: 0407 723 679

Linda Scotts (NSW)  
Tel: 0428 972 599

Bruce Lockwood (Qld) 
Tel: 0400 700 559

185 Thomas Street
(PO Box 271)

Murray Bridge SA 5253

P  08 8531 2700
F  08 8531 2711

M  0419 559 011
E aaron@jacksonsaustralia.com
W www.jacksonsaustralia.com

Aaron Hines
Sales & Production Manager

Design • Engineering • Fabrication

Brendon Cant
Managing Director

T +61 8 9430 9463
M +61 417 930 536
E brendon@iinet.net.au

BCAPR Pty Ltd (ACN 159 299 966)

PO Box 749 South Fremantle 
Western Australia 6162

Actively buying pigs in
SA, VIC, NSW & QLD

www.becampbell.com.au

Nathan Odell
Chief Supply Chain Officer
M 0412 821 358
E nodell@becampbell.com.au

Ray Quinn
Procurement Manager Meat & Livestock 
M 0410 699 971
E rquinn@becampbell.com.au

Bjorn Ludvigsen
Livestock & Farm Assurance Manager 
M 0479 181 943
E bludvigsen@becampbell.com.au

LALLEMAND 
ANIMAL NUTRITION

Alison Leary - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0488 715 151  |  aleary@lallemand.com

Alex Turney - Managing Director, AUS & NZ
Mob: 0419 005 511  |  aturney@lallemand.com

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

SPECIFIC
FOR YOUR

SUCCESS

Nathan Lister - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0438 190 388  |  nlister@lallemand.com

Greg Heeney
Sales Manager – Monogastric & Milling

Greg.Heeney@kemin.com
Mobile:  + 61 456 294 643

Dr. David Isaac
Technical Sales Manager (ANZ)

David.Isaac@kemin.com
Mobile: +61 455 039 478

Trina Parker
Country President (ANZ)
Trina.Parker@kemin.com
Mobile: +64 274 872 524

KEMIN (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED
694 Pacific Highway, 
Suites 7, Killara NSW 2071, Australia
Office: +61 2 9844 5700
Website: www.kemin.com

■■  Here’s my CardHere’s my Card  ■■  Here’s my Card Here’s my Card ■■  Here’s my CardHere’s my Card

■■  Here’s my CardHere’s my Card  ■■  Here’s my Card Here’s my Card ■■  Here’s my CardHere’s my Card

THE current AgriFu-
tures Australia man-
aging director John 
Harvey, approaching 
the final year of his 
second five-year 
term, informed the 
Board that he would 
not be seeking an ex-
tension of his con-
tract. 

John has made an 
outstanding contribu-
tion to the organisa-
tion and to Australian 
agriculture more 
broadly.

More will be said 
about that in due 
course, but in the 
meantime, I’d like to 
acknowledge John’s 
professionalism in 
giving the Board 
early notice to en-
sure ample time for 
recruitment of and 

transition to a new 
managing director.

Pursuant to the 
Primary Industries 
Research and Devel-
opment (PIRD) Act 
1989 (Division 9 
and Section 86), the 
Board (excluding the 
current Executive Di-
rector) is responsible 
for the recruitment 
and appointment of 
the Executive (Man-
aging) Director.

The AgriFutures 
Board has com-
menced an executive 
search, led by Omera 
Partners, to appoint 
our next managing 
director. 

Executive search is 
a targeted proactive 
process that maps the 
market, approaches 
high-calibre leaders 

(including those not 
actively looking) and 
assesses fit against 
the Board’s brief. 

The Board has 
chosen this approach 
over a more tradi-
tional recruitment 
process with a view 
to identifying excep-
tional candidates, 
possibly from outside 
the usual research 
and development cor-
porations and agri-
culture ecosystems. 

Omera Partners has 
been selected based 
on reputation and 
successful previous 
placements across 
multiple sectors.

To ensure an open 
process and reach 
people who may 
not be on the search 
firm’s radar, expres-

sions of interest are 
also being sought 
through advertise-
ments, with all re-
sponses and enquiries 
directed to Omera 
Partners. 

While EOIs close 
August 11, 2025, ad-
vertisement is only 
a minor component 
of the process, with 
the proactive search 
continuing beyond 
this date to ensure 
the right leader is ap-
pointed. 

If you do know 
someone who you 
think could be an ex-
ceptional managing 
director of AgriFu-
tures, please direct 
them to Omera Part-
ners at AgriFutures@
omerapartners.com

The transition to a 

new MD/chief execu-
tive officer is both an 
exciting and poten-
tially uncertain time 
for any organisation. 

The Board of Ag-
riFutures is deter-
mined to ensure that 
our operations during 
this period proceed 
full steam ahead ac-
cording to our cur-
rent strategies, with 
no impact to program 
delivery or commit-
ments, under John’s 
very capable leader-
ship.

I and my fellow di-
rectors are deeply ap-
preciative of the com-
mitment of John and 
the leadership team 
to serve our levied 
and emerging indus-
tries and deliver our 
diverse research and 

capacity building 
programs so profes-
sionally over the tran-
sition to a new man-
aging director.

We look forward to 
that person working 
closely with the 
Board, staff, our in-
dustries, research 
partners and stake-
holders, to develop, 
finalise and deliver 

a new strategic five-
year research and 
development plan as 
required by the PIRD 
Act.

Thank you for your 
ongoing support for 
AgriFutures Aus-
tralia and our crucial 
mission. 
Cathy McGowan
Chair AgriFutures  
Australia

Recruitment of new managing director for AgriFutures Australia

A message from AgriFutures Australia chair 
Cathy McGowan.
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We embrace new technologies and the opportunities that they bring

We are passionate about enhancing both your experience and your business by using 
the latest technology and insights to develop the best, most complete solutions for the 
challenges facing the swine industry. 

Our mission extends beyond addressing your immediate needs; we’re dedicated to 
creating a better future for generations to come.

Contact your local Boehringer Ingelheim Livestock representative to discuss how 
together we can build the resilience needed to withstand the challenges ahead.

Together, we get it right.

Life forward

The path ahead can  
seem unclear 

Building resilience to withstand 
any challenges, together

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. 
ABN 53 071 187 285. © 2024 Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AU-SWN-0003-2025
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