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LAST month, Aus-
tralian Pork Limited 
celebrated the twen-
tieth anniversary of 
our PorkStar pro-
gram at Sydney’s 
iconic Strand Ar-
cade. 

Over the past 20 
years, PorkStar has 
become one of Aus-
tralia’s most suc-
cessful foodservice 
programs, helmed by 
some of our leading 
chefs. 

It is now firmly es-
tablished as one of 
our industry’s most 
effective initiatives 
and has been instru-
mental in growing 
pork from an under-
utilised protein to a 
hero ingredient, fea-
turing on more res-
taurant menus across 
Australia than ever 
before. 

From the inception 
of PorkStar we have 
witnessed a dra-
matic change in our 
culinary landscape, 
with pork becoming 
a staple on menus 
throughout Aus-
tralia. 

The PorkStar team 
past and present are 
eternally grateful 
to all the porcine 
warriors who have 
turned pork into a 
menu must-have.

The success of the 
PorkStar program 
is down to the crea-
tivity, passion and 
advocacy of the tal-
ented food profes-
sionals across the 
whole industry. 

From the chefs who 
influence and create 
pork dishes to sit on 
their menus, to the 
butcher who cuts the 

meat, the supplier 
who delivers the 
product to the door 
and to the farmer. 

We raise our hats to 
them all.

To our producers 
who have tirelessly 
made continuous 
improvements in all 
aspects of pig pro-
duction and meeting 
the requirements of 
our most discerning 
chefs, diners and cus-
tomers, I would like 
to say a big thank 
you for trusting us 
to celebrate your 
wonderful product 
through PorkStar.

I also acknowledge 
all of the chefs along 
the way who have 
worked so hard to 
help change the way 
Australians expe-
rience pork, cele-
brating its versatility 
and appeal. 

Their willingness 
to experiment, inno-
vate and champion 
pork has turned it 
into a staple across 
Australia’s diverse 
food culture.

And we would not 
be here today – the 
second-most con-
sumed protein in 
Australia – without 
them.

For the chefs in-
volved, PorkStar has 

always been more 
than a program, it 
has been a commu-
nity celebrating col-
laboration and crea-
tivity. 

By connecting 
chefs with producers 
and encouraging 
collaboration across 
the food industry, 
PorkStar has fuelled 
passion, sparked 
creativity and helped 
pork evolve from an 
overlooked protein 
into a culinary star. 

While the foodser-
vice community has 
been the key to put-
ting pork on the map, 
I would also like to 
recognise the work 
of APL’s Kylie Rob-
erts, who has been 
part of the PorkStar 
program since its in-
ception 20 years ago. 

As PorkStar looks 
to the future, its 

legacy is clear. 
Twenty years of 

innovation and part-
nership have trans-
formed the way pork 
is perceived and en-
joyed in Australia. 

It’s one of our top 
proteins, no longer 
‘hard to find’, but a 
restaurant hero.

Thanks to PorkStar 
and our amazing 
team of chefs, it’s 
now celebrated, sa-
voured and here to 
stay.

That’s why I’ll end 
with a thank you to 
all who have been 
involved with and 
supported the Pork-
Star program over 
the past 20 years. 

Thanks to all of 
you, pork has truly 
secured its place as 
one of the most ex-
citing and adaptable 
proteins in modern 
Australian dining 
and, with a new gen-
eration of chefs now 
carrying the torch, 
there’s no sign of 
slowing down.

Here’s to another 
20 years of Pork-
Star and to the new 
generation of chefs 
who continue to hero 
Australia’s most ver-
satile protein. 

Celebrating 20 years of putting pork on menus

Point of View
by MARGO ANDRAE

CEO

I HAVE been inter-
ested to read some 
assessments and per-
spectives about the 
Australian pork in-
dustry recently. 

Some of these as-
sessments have 
missed the mark, 
and there are several 
points I would like to 
address. 

The observation 
that Australia has all 
the right ingredients 
for a successful pork 
industry is however, 
right on the money.  

One of our greatest 
strengths is freedom 
from the devastating 
diseases that plague 
other countries. 

Our hardworking 
farmers live and 
breathe biosecurity 
every day and our 
borders have some 
of the strictest bios-

ecurity restrictions in 
the world to keep our 
farms safe. 

We should be proud 
of these biosecurity 
standards – far from 
being a barrier, they 
are the very reason 
our industry remains 
viable and competi-
tive. 

To suggest we 
should compromise 
by opening our bor-
ders to imports of ge-
netics is to underesti-
mate what is at stake. 

Our herd health 
status is the envy 
of many producers 
around the world. 

If however, foot-and-
mouth disease, Af-
rican swine fever and 
porcine reproductive 
and respiratory syn-
drome entered Aus-
tralia – for example, 
through imported ge-

netics – they could 
cripple not only our 
farmers but also our 
economy.

Not to mention, 
Australia’s own ge-
netics program has 
strong potential, and 
we should be backing 
that innovation before 
looking overseas.

In fact, Australian 
pork is doing very 
well. 

Pork is the second 
most-consumed pro-
tein, in all its forms, 
in Australia. 

While it’s true there 
is definitely more 
room for growth, this 
is the case for any 
industry. 

But we have strong 
momentum – fresh 
pork volume sales 
growth is outper-
forming the average 

Australia’s pork 
industry is thriving
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Setting the record straight on how our pork industry is doing.

PorkStar, one of Australia’s most successful 
foodservice programs.
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2025
OCT 6-8 – 16th SafePork – Rennes, 
France. https://safepork.ifip.asso.fr
OCT 15-16 – Dutch Pork and Poultry Expo 
– Den Bosch, Netherlands. https://www.
porkpoultryexpo.nl/en/
OCT 18-20 – Leman China Swine 
Conference and World Swine Industry – 
Changsha, China. https://www.lemanchina.
com/
NOV 17-19 – APSA Conference – 
Melbourne, Australia. https://www.apsa.
asn.au/

2026
JAN 28-30 – XXVIII Jornadas de Porcino 
de la UAB y la AVPC – Barcelona, Spain. 
https://webs.uab.cat/porcino/
FEB 3-4 – Journées de la Recherche 
Porcine – Saint-Malo, France. https://www.
journees-recherche-porcine.com/accueil
MAR 2-4 – Animal Health, Nutrition and 
Technology Innovation 2026 – London, 
United Kingdom. https://ahnti-eu.com/
events/ahnti-eu
JUN 2-4 – VIV Europe 2026 – Utrecht, The 
Netherlands. https://www.viveurope.nl
JUN 16-19 – IPVS 2026 – Ho Chi Minh, 
Vietnam. https://ipvs2026.vn/
SEP 22-24 – Expomeat 2026 – Sao Paulo, 
Brazil. https://www.expomeat.com.br/
OCT 6-8 – International PRRS Symposium 
2026 – Spain.
OCT 21-23 – Pork Expo Mexico – 
Aguascalientes, Mexico. http://pork-expo.
org/

0450 672 553
porknews.com.au

How to supply event details: 
Send all details to Australian Pork 
Newspaper, PO Box 162, Wynnum, 
Qld 4178, call 0450 672 553 or email 
design@collins.media

Pork Industry
Calendar of Events

Email editorial@collins.media 
or call 0450 672 553

Want us to  
cover your event?

Get noticed by key pork  
industry members!  

for fresh meat, com-
paring the 12 weeks 
and four weeks to July 
2025 versus the same 
periods last year. 

This performance 
has been helped by 
our successful mar-
keting efforts, which 
in recent years have 
been calculated to 
have returned an in-
cremental $13 farm 
gate value for every 
$1 spent on media.

‘Get some pork on 
your fork’ is familiar 
to 90 percent of Aus-
tralian adults, and 
pork advertising re-
call is tracking at an 
all-time high, above 
the other proteins.

Australian pork 
exports have also 
achieved robust 
growth to meet de-
mand. 

Total export volume 
(shipped weight) has 
increased more than 
55 percent over the 
past five years. 

As an industry, we 
have so much to be 
proud of. 

Over the past five 
years, we have grown 
from a $5 billion in-
dustry to a $6.9 bil-
lion industry – that 
shows productivity is 
growing. 

Our workforce has 
also increased from 
34,600 to over 36,000. 

Over the past 40 
years, we’ve reduced 
our emissions inten-
sity by 73 percent and 
continue to see our 
producers invest in a 
circular economy – a 
sign of our collective 

commitment to sus-
tainable farming. 

We have high animal 
welfare standards and 
value our workers. 

We maintain pro-
ductive and highly 
collaborative relation-
ships with the Com-
monwealth and all 
state and territory 
governments, which 
we work closely with 
to achieve the best 
possible outcomes for 
our industry.

We also provide 100 
percent of the fresh 
Australian pork avail-
able on our soils. 

Fresh Australian 
pork is a delicious 
high-quality protein 
that is good for the 
environment, the hip 
pocket and plays an 
important role in a 
healthy balanced diet. 

I’m incredibly proud 
that our industry 
gets to play a role in 
feeding Australians 
and helping to sure 
up our food security. 

It’s easy to pick apart 
an industry from afar. 

But those who work 
within it know the 
reality – Australian 
pork is strong, sus-
tainable and growing. 

Our strengths are 
clear – a world-class 
health status, rising 
productivity, strong 
consumer demand 
and a trusted brand. 

These are the quali-
ties that define us, 
and they are what 
will ensure the long-
term success of our 
industry. 
Margo Andrae
CEO Australian 
Pork Limited

Australia’s pork 
industry is thriving
* from P1

Our hardworking farmers live and breathe biosecurity every day and 
our borders have some of the strictest biosecurity restrictions in the 
world to keep our farms safe. 

THE European Union 
Reference Centre for 
Animal Welfare Pigs 
has provided an over-
view of the motivation 
behind nest building 
behaviour of sows and 
how a lack of ability 
to nest build influences 
maternal behaviour and 
sow and piglet welfare.
Nest building  
behaviour

Nest building is a 
strong behavioural need 
driven by changes of 
hormones around birth. 

Under production 
conditions, sows are 
still highly motivated to 
seek out an isolated nest 
site for nest building. 

Preventing nesting be-
haviour is as such asso-
ciated with frustration 
and stress, and there-
fore associated with 
poor welfare. 

Consequently, it is 
important that the far-
rowing environment 
provides both suffi-
cient space, as well as 
sufficient amount and 
quality of nest mate-
rials.
Crates versus zero 
confinement systems

For crated sows 
during farrowing, type 
and allocation of mate-
rial must be considered 
carefully, particularly 
with respect to floor 
type. 

Materials should ei-
ther be presented quite 
frequently in front of 
the sows or be materials 
that can be attached to 
the side/front of the 
pen, as examples, rope 
and jute sacks. 

In pens with zero-
confinement, many 
scientific studies show 

that the allocation of 
large quantities of good 
quality nest material 
not only contributes to 
meeting the sow’s need 
for nest building but 
also contributes to in-
creasing sow maternal 
care and improving 
piglet survival and 
growth. 

Nest building materials 
for sows during farrowing

When sows are crated during nest building, loose materials do not work 
well since they get out of reach of the sow.

A short review on nest building materials for 
sows during farrowing. Photos: WUR
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Empower employees with human centered automation driven by operational intelligence on smart
devices, allowing them to e�iciently collaborate together, execute tasks, and provide exceptional care.

We guide caregivers with directed workflows, driving greater 
process compliance resulting in increased employee 
engagement, operational e�iciencies, and overall pig care.

PigFlow improves barn sta� productivity by 
optimising breeding herd e�iciency and 

outcomes, to increase pigs weaned per man-hour 
and drive better margins.

PigFlow provides app-based workflows and 
operational intelligence to increase employee 

engagement, e�iciencies and pig care.

The benefits of automation will directly impact the entire team.
100% Operational Visibility 12.5% E�iciency Increase 4-5% Increase in PSY

Our Results

PigFlow: The Point of Care Platform for Pigs®

What We Do

®

How it Works

Daily Workflows
• Farrow Tracker
• Fostering Management
• Treatments & Vaccinations

Team Collaboration
• Transparency and Accountabiity
• Task Prioritisation & Optimisation
• Multi-lingual Messaging

Integrated Insights
• Real-Time Data Collection & Visibility
• Performance Analytics
• Evaluate Targets & Reports

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3 Direct Execution

Define Operations

Install Hardware & So­ware

Mobile Devices Enterprise ManagementNetwork Connection

Workflow Process
Ensure completion
and compliance
(Are we doing a good job?)

Manager
Sets the goals,
expectations, SOPs
(What do we need to happen?)

Reinforces the correct
actions and behaviours
(When do we need to do it?)

Email:
forbes.corby@apiam.com.au
or
shaun.welsh@apiam.com.au
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mailto:forbes.corby@apiam.com.au
mailto:shaun.welsh@apiam.com.au
https://swinetechnologies.com
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Your trusted partner

More than 15 years of 
experience with more data 

than any comparable vaccine

When you demand 
performance, 

 turn to the product 
you trust

THE shocking rev-
elations of cruelty at 
Andgar piggery in 
Dublin South Aus-
tralia – where dead 
and dying pigs were 
seen trapped in a 
quagmire of waste, 
suffering from se-
rious injuries and 
fighting for access 
to feed – has ex-
posed deep f laws 
with the way the 
welfare of farmed 
animals is protected 

in Australia.
Andgar was accred-

ited under APIQ – 
the Australian Pork 
Industry Quality As-
surance Program, 
Australian Pork Lim-
ited’s premier quality 
assurance program 

– a system designed 
to assure consumers 
that high standards 
of animal welfare, 
biosecurity and food 
safety are being met 
at all times. 

Yet eyewitness re-
ports indicate that 

over a two-year pe-
riod, conditions on 
this farm had been 
deteriorating to the 
point of abject cruelty 
and neglect. 

How was this al-
lowed to happen?

We only know of 
the dire situation at 
Andgar because of 
the moral courage 
of a delivery driver 
who, traumatised by 
the conditions he’d 

Cruelty at piggery highlights 
urgent need for reform

Conditions at APIQ-accredited Andgar piggery have been described as some of the worst ever 
seen.

VETERINARIANS 
working in the pig 
industry now have a 
powerful new tool 
at their fingertips, 
with the launch of 
the Pig Vet Hub – 
a dedicated online 
resource developed 
by Agriculture Vic-
toria’s Pig Services 
Centre.

Created specifi-
cally for veterinar-
ians who specialise 
in pig health, the 
Pig Vet Hub brings 
together a suite of 
trusted practical re-
sources designed to 
support better on-
farm outcomes, en-
hance diagnostic ca-
pability and improve 
disease management 
and welfare prac-
tices across Austral-
ia’s pig herds.

This purpose-built 
hub addresses a 
longstanding need 
for a central easy-
to-access platform 
focused solely on pig 
health in the Aus-
tralian context. 

With information 
covering everything 
from pig pathology 
and disease diagnos-
tics to biosecurity 
and vaccine use, the 
Pig Vet Hub is de-
signed to save time, 
support clinical 

d e c i s ion -m a k i ng 
and make it easier 
for veterinarians to 
provide continuity of 
care.

Pig Services Centre 
manager Dale 
Morris said, “The 
Pig Vet Hub has 
been developed with 
working vets in mind 
– whether they’re on-
farm, in the clinic 
or reviewing a case 
back at the office.”

“It’s mobile-
friendly, intuitive to 
navigate and packed 
with resources you 
can trust.”

The Pig Vet Hub 
features a range of 
tools and informa-
tion, including a fully 
digitised version of 
Pathology of the 
Pig: A Diagnostic 
Guide, curated case 
studies and visual 
tools to challenge 
and sharpen diag-
nostic capability, 
resources to support 
post-mortem investi-
gations and disease 
diagnostics, best-
practice guidance on 
pig welfare and bios-
ecurity, and informa-
tion on autogenous 
vaccines and their 
use in herd-specific 
disease control. 

All content is tai-
lored to Australia’s 

pig production sys-
tems, ensuring rel-
evance and prac-
ticality for vets 
working in local 
conditions.

Access to the Pig 
Vet Hub is com-
pletely free and 
available to veteri-
narians nationwide. 

With access now 
open, the Pig Vet 
Hub is set to become 
an essential part of 
the Australian pig 
veterinarian’s toolkit 
– delivering knowl-
edge, tools and con-
fidence wherever 
their work takes 
them.

For access to the 
Pig Vet Hub, email 
pigs.bendigo@agri 
culture.vic.gov.au 

New online resource supports 
Australia’s pig veterinarians

The Pig Vet Hub 
features a range of 
tools and informa-
tion.

* continued P5
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witnessed, confided 
in his wife. 

Using photos and 
videos taken during 
his visits to the pig-
gery, the couple then 
made a report to the 
RSPCA. 

As weeks passed by 
with no apparent ac-
tion, the couple then 
contacted the Farm 
Transparency Project, 
desperate for some-
thing to be done. 

Undercover investi-
gators from FTP vis-
ited the farm on June 
14 and 20 to film the 
conditions in detail. 

On June 26, they 
released footage to 
RSPCA South Aus-
tralia, which carried 
out an inspection the 
following day. 

RSPCA inspectors, 
along with veterinary 
staff from the Depart-
ment of Primary In-
dustries and Regions 
South Australia, con-
ducted a total of two 
raids of the piggery, 
euthanising 14 pigs 
and issuing 21 animal 
welfare notices for 
immediate action. 

The RSPCA is now 
preparing a compre-
hensive brief of evi-
dence ahead of po-
tential court proceed-
ings.

The severity of the 
conditions at Andgar, 
the length of time 
over which they 
had been allowed to 
worsen and the long 
delay in authorities 
taking action indicate 
a breakdown of pro-
cess. 

As a result, pigs 
were subjected to 
what investigators 
described as some 
of the worst on-farm 
conditions ever seen. 

It should not require 
an undercover inves-
tigation to prevent or 
address animal cru-
elty. 

Farmed animals 
need a functioning 
regulatory system 
where compliance is 
regularly monitored 
and when cruelty is 
reported, immediate 
action is taken. 

Instead, as we’ve 
seen time and time 
again in other cases, 
this cruelty com-
plaint and subsequent 
exposé were led by 
whistleblowers and 
animal rights inves-
tigators, who risk 
criminal charges for 
trespass and unau-
thorised surveillance. 

As with previous 
cases, by the time the 
cruelty is brought to 
light, many animals 
have already endured 
prolonged neglect 
and abuse.

The methods used 
by animal rights in-
vestigators such as 
those at FTP place 
those who work for 
industry representa-
tive bodies and an-

imal welfare charities 
in a difficult position. 

We cannot and do 
not support or con-
done illegal action. 

But when faced with 
clear evidence of an-
imal suffering, such 
as the Andgar de-
livery driver and his 
wife, we all have a 
collective moral obli-
gation to act, regard-
less of how that evi-
dence was obtained. 

For those with a 
stake in the develop-
ment and oversight 
of the animal wel-
fare policy and com-
pliance system, that 
obligation extends to 
improving the system 
itself.

According to APL, 
APIQ covers 90 per-
cent of pig production 
in Australia. 

That’s 2.25 million 
pigs certified by the 
industry as meeting 
APIQ standards. 

But, as APL’s chief 
executive officer 
Margo Andrae put it 
in this publication’s 
August 2025 issue, 
the program is reliant 
on “every producer 
doing the right thing” 
via self-reporting 
and third-party in-
dependent audit pro-
cesses. 

Scheduled on-farm 
site visits occur once 
a year, with self-
reporting the main-
stay for the other 364 
days. 

Farm assurance 
programs offer a 
promise of quality 
to consumers – but 
that promise is only 
credible when under-
pinned by a rock-solid 
compliance program. 

Whatever happened 
at Andgar piggery, 
it’s clear this program 
failed.

The APIQ program 
is currently under-
going a major review. 

If the issues raised 
by Andgar are to be 
addressed, then APL 
needs to make se-
rious changes to the 
compliance regime 
to ensure a situation 
such as this is never 
repeated.

It isn’t only APIQ 
that needs reviewing. 

In South Australia, 
as in every other 
Australian jurisdic-
tion, there is no inde-
pendent government 
body to oversee the 
application of animal 
welfare legislation.

Instead, we have 
a patchwork of dif-
ferent agencies with 
different roles and re-
sponsibilities leading 
to a complex and con-
fused system, often 
resulting in lax en-
forcement and unac-
ceptable suffering for 
animals such as pigs. 

It’s time for states 
and territories to in-
vest in establishing 
purpose-built inde-
pendent offices of 

animal protection 
to ensure there is a 
centralised dedicated 
focus on compliance 
and enforcement 
functions across all 
areas of animal wel-
fare. 

We also have a 
broken system when 
it comes to national 
animal welfare stand-
ards. 

The review of the 
‘Model Code of Prac-
tice for the Welfare 
of Animals – Pigs’ is 
running seven years 
behind schedule be-
cause the current 
system is chronically 
under-resourced. 

If we are to meet 
basic community ex-
pectations for farmed 
animal welfare, we 
also need an inde-
pendent process for 

standards develop-
ment, sufficiently 
funded to prioritise 
timely action. 

Millions of pigs 
across Australia 
cannot afford to wait 
any longer for the 
development and im-
plementation of new 
standards. 

Australians expect 
animals to be treated 
with respect and 
compassion. 

To meet those ex-
pectations and to re-
store public trust, we 
must reform the foun-
dation of how animal 
welfare is governed. 

Without this sys-
temic change, farmed 
animals will continue 
to suffer. 
Dr Bidda Jones
Australian Alliance 
for Animals

Cruelty at piggery highlights urgent need for reform

� Selontra® Soft Bait will deliver outstanding 
control even under high pest pressure while 
protecting non-target animals wherever  
they might be at risk.

� Storm® Secure remains as cost-effective, 
durable and dependable as ever and 
Storm® Soft Bait offers the same potency 
with a new level of palatability.

Storm Soft Bait

Distributed by

www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au

For more information visit pest-control.basf.com.au 
or contact CCD Animal Health on 1300 791 009  
ccdsales@ccdanimalhealth.com.au

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS.
© Copyright BASF 2023 ® Registered trademark of BASF.  213735 04.2023

Rodenticide  
solutions for  
every situation...
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Weights are now trending upward from 110kg live toward 130kg live to 
meet the needs of retailers, including foreign chains operating domesti-
cally.

AFTER publishing 
my recent article on 
the Australian swine 
industry, I received 
thoughtful feedback 
from producers, vet-
erinarians and industry 
leaders. 

To me, this indicates 
that the questions and 
challenges I raised 
resonate widely, and 
that more elaboration 
is needed. 

My goal here is not 
to argue one side over 
the other but to ac-

knowledge areas I ini-
tially overlooked and 
to show how different 
perspectives can be 
reconciled. 

Challenges in agricul-
ture are rarely simple – 
success usually comes 
from weighing trade-
offs and finding mul-
tiple paths forward.
Market weights

I initially emphasised 
Australia’s lighter 
pigs, but weights are 
now trending upward 
from 110kg live toward 
130kg live to meet the 
needs of retailers, in-
cluding foreign chains 
operating domestically. 

This is encouraging. 
Heavier carcasses 

produce cuts that con-
sumers are showing 
greater demand for and 
may drive higher per 
capita pork consump-
tion. 

They also align more 
closely with interna-
tional norms, poten-
tially improving export 
competitiveness. 

And from a pro-
cessor’s standpoint, 
heavier carcasses mean 
greater output from 
the same slaughter ca-
pacity.
Castration

From earlier discus-
sions with producers 
and veterinarians, I 
originally assumed this 
was driven by policy or 
retailer mandates, as is 
the case in many other 
countries. 

However, the decision 
in Australia is largely 
producer-driven for 
reasons of growth ef-
ficiency and carcass 
quality. 

This reframes the 
issue from one of an-
imal welfare regulation 
to one of production 
economics, a discus-
sion that deserves its 

own treatment in the 
future.
Paths to profitability

Perhaps the most 
important point is 
how profitability and 
growth are framed. 

By focusing on ex-
ports, my earlier piece 
may have given the im-
pression that expansion 
abroad is the only way 
forward. 

Export growth cer-
tainly brings opportu-
nities, but it is not the 
sole path. 

Australia could sig-
nificantly increase 
profitability by re-
ducing reliance on 
imported pork and by 
improving efficiency 
through data-driven 
precision practices that 
lower costs and reduce 
variability. 

These gains can be 
just as meaningful as 
chasing new export 
markets, if not more so.
The genetics question

Genetic improvement 
is another area where 
nuance is needed. 

I pointed to Brazil’s 
offshore quarantine 
model as a way to 
safely import genetics, 
however such systems 
are not risk-free. 

Additionally, this 
model hinges on the 
availability of a suit-
able location within 
Australia’s borders so 
that import policy can 
be properly enforced. 

The potential benefits 
of new genetics must 
be weighed carefully 
against the catastrophic 
risk of introducing dis-
ease. 

In my view, disease 
outbreaks are far cost-
lier than they are often 
credited. 

If the risks outweigh 
the benefits, then re-
sponsibility falls to 

Australian breeders 
and geneticists to drive 
improvement from 
within, using heterosis, 
technology and careful 
long-term planning. 

This will not be easy, 
but it is far from im-
possible with industry-
wide collaboration and 
keen awareness of con-
sumer demands.
Balancing opport- 
unity and caution

As Australia con-
siders expanding its 
pork sector, it is im-
portant to avoid what 
I call the ‘golden calf’ 
mentality – elevating 
growth and expansion 
so highly that any cost 
or risk seems accept-
able. 

Sustainable growth 
requires balancing op-
portunity with caution, 
ensuring that today’s 
gains do not compro-
mise tomorrow’s resil-
ience.
Looking ahead

Like every other pork-
producing nation, Aus-
tralia faces challenges 
– costs, infrastructure, 
genetics, regulation 
and market dynamics. 

Yet I continue to be-
lieve that the funda-
mentals are strong. 

Disease-free status, 
domestic feed re-
sources and a forward-
looking industry pro-
vide the foundation for 
long-term success. 

After engaging more 
closely with my col-
leagues in the Land 
Down Under, I am 
convinced that their 
greatest asset may be 
passion itself, the drive 
to build an industry 
that is both resilient 
and prosperous. 
Lance Mulberry
Economist 
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While AI might give us a heads-up on pig welfare, it doesn’t offer opin-
ions, and it is strong forthright considered opinions that the pig welfare 
debate really needs.

FOLLOWING a re-
cent family gathering 
and a robust round-
table discussion about 
the benefits or other-
wise of artificial intel-
ligence in the work-
place, I thought I’d do 
a shallow dive into 
what AI had to say 
about pig welfare in 
Australia and how the 
Australian Pork In-
dustry Quality Assur-
ance Program informs 
and strengthens it.

Before I reveal to you 
all that was revealed to 
me via a quick enquiry 
with ChatGPT, let me 
share the family feed-
back I received from a 
few millennials.

A 41-year-old who 
has worked in the 
brewing industry for 
20 years said that 
while he didn’t use AI, 
most of his younger 
colleagues readily and 
regularly did to quickly 
solve mechanical and 
engineering issues re-
lated to machinery and 
packaging.

A brewer in his late 
30s agreed that AI 
was commonly used 
by colleagues.

A photographer of 
about the same age 
said she was a keen 
engager of AI, even 
to the extent of using 
it to moderate letters 
and emails to improve 
tone, as English was 
her second language.

And I was taken 
aback by another late 
30-year-old, with an 
undergraduate arts 
degree and half way 
through a law degree, 
who said she had no 
interest in AI and to 
this point had not used 
it. 

Having spent many 
years in the university 
sector and a few in 
mining resources, her 
emphatic response 
surprised me a little.

Anyway, refreshed 
from that deep dive 
(or perhaps shallow) 
into AI, I sat on it… 

until now.
So, here’s what 

ChatGPT spat back 
when questioned about 
pig welfare in Aus-
tralia.

Pig welfare is an im-
portant issue in Aus-
tralian agriculture, 
where over five mil-
lion pigs are farmed 
annually, primarily for 
pork production. 

Public concern about 
animal welfare, along 
with increasing scien-
tific knowledge, has 
led to ongoing scru-
tiny and reforms in 
how pigs are housed, 
handled and cared for 
across the country.

One of the most con-
troversial aspects of 
pig farming in Aus-
tralia has been the 
use of gestation stalls 
– small metal enclo-
sures used to confine 
pregnant sows. 

While these were 
once common, pres-
sure from animal 
welfare groups and 
changing consumer 
expectations led the 
Australian pork in-
dustry to voluntarily 
commit to phasing out 
their use. 

As of 2017, most 
commercial pig pro-
ducers in Australia no 
longer use gestation 
stalls for the full preg-
nancy, instead opting 
for group housing sys-
tems. 

However, concerns 
remain over the use 
of farrowing crates, 
which restrict sows’ 
movement during birth 
and nursing.

Pig welfare in Aus-
tralia is governed by 

a combination of state 
legislation and na-
tional guidelines. 

The Australian An-
imal Welfare Stand-
ards and Guidelines 
for Pigs, endorsed in 
2018, outlines min-
imum care require-
ments, including 
housing conditions, 
feeding, veterinary 
care and handling. 

These standards are 
designed to improve 
animal welfare while 
allowing for practical 
implementation by 
producers.

Despite these stand-
ards, enforcement 
varies between states, 
and critics argue that 
the guidelines often 
reflect industry con-
venience rather than 
best animal welfare 
practices. 

Some animal welfare 
organisations claim 
that many pigs are still 
subjected to stressful 
or painful procedures, 
such as tail docking 
and teeth clipping, 
often without pain re-
lief.

Consumer awareness 
and ethical considera-
tions have played a sig-
nificant role in shaping 
pig welfare standards. 

Growing demand 
for free-range and 
higher-welfare pork 
has prompted some 
producers to adopt al-
ternative farming sys-
tems that allow pigs 
more space, access to 
the outdoors and op-
portunities to engage 
in natural behaviours.

Animal rights groups 
have also contributed 
to increased scrutiny, 

sometimes through 
undercover investiga-
tions that reveal poor 
welfare conditions on 
certain farms. 

These investigations 
have sparked public 
debate and calls for 
stricter regulation and 
transparency.

Pig welfare in Aus-
tralia has improved 
over recent decades, 
with positive changes 
such as the reduction 
in gestation stall use 
and the introduction of 
national welfare stand-
ards. 

However, challenges 
remain, particularly 
regarding the con-
tinued use of far-
rowing crates, invasive 
husbandry practices 
and inconsistent en-
forcement of regula-
tions. 

As public interest in 
animal welfare con-
tinues to grow, the 
industry will likely 
face ongoing pressure 
to adopt more hu-
mane and sustainable 
farming practices.

And the following 
when ChatGPT was 
asked how the Aus-
tralian Pork Industry 
Quality Assurance 
Program informs and 
strengthens pig wel-
fare in Australia.

APIQ, or the Aus-
tralian Pork Industry 
Quality Assurance 
Program, is the na-
tional quality assur-
ance scheme covering 
over 90 percent of pig 
production in Aus-
tralia. 

It is a HACCP-based 
framework (Hazard 
Analysis and Critical 
Control Points) de-
signed to ensure on-
farm management, 
food safety, animal 
welfare, biosecurity, 
traceability, transport 
and environmental 
standards are upheld.

Registration under 
APIQ is often required 
by abattoirs, especially 

An artificially intelligent 
chat about pig welfare

A long way from today’s AI way, the author’s early days in journalism 
were spent banging away on a manual typewriter. Research for stories 
was done via library searches and telephone and in-person interviews. 
No computers back then in 1980, let alone AI.

Cant
Comment  

by BRENDON CANT
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those serving domestic 
or export markets.
APIQ’s role in en-
hancing pig welfare
Embedding welfare in 
standards

APIQ integrates the 
Model Code of Prac-
tice for the Welfare 
of Animals – Pigs di-
rectly into its welfare 
standards. 

To maintain certifi-
cation, producers must 
satisfy requirements 
(for example housing, 
feed, water, health and 
sick animal handling) 
that align with MCOP.

The standards 
manual outlines wel-
fare-related mandates 
– staff competency, 
proper facilities, feed 
and water availability, 
health monitoring, 
human euthanasia pro-
tocols and more.
Animal-based assess-
ment tools (PigCare)

APIQ includes Pig-
Care, an animal and 
facility-based assess-
ment framework in-
volving both docu-
mentation and direct 
observation (behav-
iours, appearance, mo-
bility, housing quality) 
to measure welfare 
outcomes.

This approach en-
sures more outcome-
focused evaluations 
instead of solely 
checking for paper-
work compliance.
Third-party auditing 
and certification

Farms must pass 
annual independent 
audits, conducted by 
Aus-Meat Limited 
under contract with 
APIQ, verifying com-
pliance with welfare 
(and other) standards.

Non-compliance re-
sults in Corrective 
Action Reports and 
certification remains 
conditional until cor-
rective steps are taken.

A dedicated APIQ 
panel and APIQ man-
agement team, in col-
laboration with Aus-
tralian Pork Limited, 
oversee the program’s 
integrity, policies, ap-
peals and enforcement.
Differentiated wel-
fare-oriented produc-
tion models

APIQ defines and 
certifies specific labels 
such as free range, out-
door-bred, indoor and 
gestation stall free, 
each carrying distinct 
welfare guidelines.

For instance, APIQ’s 
free range standard 
mandates outdoor ac-
cess throughout life, 
foraging opportunities, 
shelter and natural 
behaviours, verified 
through audits and 
permitting use of the 
‘Australian Pork Certi-
fied Free Range’ logo.
Transparency and 
industry collaboration

Producers such as 
Westpork highlight 
that APIQ certification 
assures consumers that 
animal welfare proto-

cols are stringently 
applied, including 
regular internal and 
external audits.

APIQ also incor-
porates retailer-led 
specifications — for 
instance, a module 
for Coles’ sow stall 
free requirement — 
streamlining wel-
fare standards across 
supply chains.
Summary – impact on 
pig welfare

APIQ provides a ro-
bust structure for mon-
itoring and enforcing 
pig welfare through:

•	Alignment with 
legal and best-practice 
welfare codes

•	Objective animal-
based welfare assess-
ments

•	Independent au-
diting and corrective 
action protocols

•	Diversified produc-
tion welfare standards 
(for example free-
range)

•	Clear accountability 
and coordination be-
tween producers, audi-
tors and stakeholders.

These mechanisms 
play a pivotal role in 
raising and assuring 
welfare outcomes 

across Australia’s pig 
industry.
Challenges and criti-
cisms

Some animal wel-
fare advocates argue 
that industry-led self-
regulation, even under  
APIQ, may fall short 
of ensuring humane 
practices, particularly 
when enforcement 
or transparency is 
lacking.

Concerns persist 
about variable inter-
pretations of terms 
such as ‘free-range’ 
and calls for improved 
labelling and verifica-
tion of welfare claims.
Conclusion

APIQ significantly 
shapes pig welfare in 
Australia by embed-
ding welfare standards 
into management sys-
tems, enforcing them 
through audits and en-
abling traceability and 
transparency. 

While generally 
raising the bar for 
welfare practices, con-
tinued monitoring, re-
finement and possibly 
more independent 
oversight can further 
strengthen outcomes. 

An artificially intelligent chat about pig welfare
* from P8

it’s visible! 

A healthy sow,
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IN many locations 
across Australia, 
aerial shooting from 
a helicopter is used to 
quickly and effectively 
remove populations of 
feral pigs over large 
areas to reduce their 
impacts to agricultural, 
environmental and cul-
tural assets. 

Aerial shooting is well 
suited for use in vast 
or remote landscapes 
where vehicle access is 
limited or impractical 
and flat open areas with 
high pig densities. 

It involves highly 
skilled and experienced 
shooters and pilots who 
use specific firearms, 
shot placement and 
fly-back procedures to 
ensure animals are hu-
manely killed. 

Aerial shooting is 
most effective when 
coordinated as part of 
a broader integrated 
best practice manage-

ment program. 
This means that aerial 

shooting should be 
used with other con-
trol methods including 
baiting, trapping and 
ground shooting to 
achieve sustained re-
ductions in feral pig 
impacts and their pop-
ulations.

Feral pigs are intel-
ligent, resilient and 
adaptable animals and 
can become very wary 
of the control tech-
niques used to remove 
them from the land-
scape. 

This includes their 
response to aerial 
shooting. 

Animals who have 
been previously ex-
posed to aerial shooting 
can display learned 
behaviours and may 
evade control by taking 
refuge in vegetation, re-
maining still if in open 
areas and/or changing 

their activity patterns 
and movement in the 
landscape. 

Aerial control opera-
tions typically involve 
searching habitat areas 
intensively until a de-
cline in kill rates occur, 
with areas often revis-
ited. 

This means that if 
aerial operations are 
conducted over mul-
tiple days, pigs may be 
repeatedly harassed.

Previous studies in 
Australia – published 
between 1988 and 2012 
– reported that feral 
pigs did not move out 
of their normal home 
ranges or significantly 
increase the size of the 
area travelled when 
aerial shooting opera-
tions were conducted. 

Despite these find-
ings, some people re-
main concerned that 
the intense disturbance 
that feral pigs may ex-

perience when aerial 
shooting operations are 
conducted over several 
days in an area may 
cause them to disperse 
in the landscape, in-
crease their movement 
rates and move away 
from targeted areas to 
evade aerial control ac-
tivities. 

If this was to occur, 
these movement be-
haviours would present 
significant implications 
to feral pig population 
management activities 
aiming to manage an 
outbreak of emergency 
animal disease due to 
risks of disease spread.

A GPS tracking study 
that was conducted 
at two sites in the US 
and published in 2010 
found that feral pigs 
increased their move-
ment rates during aerial 
shooting. 

Differences in feral 

Feral pigs unlikely to disperse 
due to aerial shooting
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Aerial shooting should be used with other control methods including baiting, trapping and 
ground shooting to achieve sustained reductions in feral pig impacts and their populations. 
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PROJECTS from the 
Reef and Rainforest 
Research Centre and 
the University of 
Queensland will make 
use of innovative tech-
nologies, including 
artificial intelligence, 
to improve feral pig 
control methods.

The Department of 
Primary Industries is 
investing $436,160 to 
help create new and 
innovative tools and 
techniques to control 
the scourge of feral 
pigs across the state.

Deputy director-
general and chief 
biosecurity officer 
Rachel Chay recently 
announced two suc-
cessful applicants who 
will receive funding 
through Round 8(b) of 
the Queensland Feral 
Pest Initiative.

Dr Chay said the 
funded projects would 
harness innovative 
technology such as 
artificial intelligence 
to improve the trap-
ping, monitoring and 
control of feral pigs 
throughout Queens-
land.

“Feral pigs do untold 
damage to Queens-
land agriculture and 
are known carriers 

of disease, which 
can devastate our do-
mestic pork industry,” 
Dr Chay said.

“This funding aims 
to ensure a diverse 
and humane suite of 
control tools is avail-
able and accessible for 
use across Queens-
land.

“The successful ap-
plicants in this round 
of funding were the 
Reef and Rainforest 
Research Centre 
based in Cairns and 
the University of 
Queensland, which 
will base its pro-
ject from the Gatton 
campus.”

Dr Chay said both 
projects would pro-
vide real improve-
ments in feral pig 
control methods.

“The Reef and 
Rainforest Research 
Centre project will 
give farmers and other 
stakeholders access to 
real-time information 
and data on the pres-
ence, location, number 
and size of feral pigs,” 
she said.

“This information 
can then be used to 
integrate and test 
innovative control 
measures such as 

‘smart fences’ and 
automated baiting 
programs, allowing 
stakeholders to mon-
itor larger land areas 
more quickly and at 
reduced cost.

“In addition, the 
University of Queens-
land project will de-
sign and deliver a de-
cision-making frame-
work that optimises 
control measures for 
specific locations and 
times by integrating 
research on pig be-
haviour, climate, land-
scape data and control 
techniques.”

The Department of 
Primary Industries 
supports effective 
invasive plant and 
animal management 
through the Queens-
land Feral Pest Initia-
tive.

Round 8(b) of the 
QFPI received 48 ex-
pressions of interest 
for funding and the 
final selection was 
made by the QFPI 
Oversight Group, 
which includes repre-
sentatives from gov-
ernment and non-gov-
ernment agencies.

Dr Chay thanks all 
applicants who ap-
plied. 

Smart tech projects to help 
control scourge of feral pigs
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RODENTS aren’t only 
a nuisance in piggeries 
– they’re a serious risk 
to animal health and 
farm profitability. 

Rats and mice spread 
diseases such as salmo-
nella and leptospirosis, 
contaminate feed and 
water and cause costly 
damage to wiring and 
equipment. 

Stopping them 
quickly is essential 
to keeping your pigs 
healthy and your busi-
ness secure.
Why farmers trust 
Generation Soft Bait

•	Irresistible to rodents 
– made with premium 
grains and vegetable 
fats, so rats and mice 
choose it over feed

•	Proven on farm – 
trials in livestock envi-
ronments show rodents 
consistently prefer 
Generation Soft Bait 
over competitor prod-
ucts

•	Tough in farm envi-
ronments – maintains 
integrity in hot envi-
ronments, it stays fresh 
and effective for longer

•	Versatile – soft baits 
can be secured, such as 
conventional blocks in 
bait stations or placed 
directly in tight hard-
to-reach places where 
rodents live and blocks 
won’t fit, and work on 
all key poultry pests 
– mice, roof rats and 
brown rats.

Stop rodents before 
they spread disease

Every rodent in your 
piggery is a potential 
disease carrier. 

They contaminate 
feed with droppings 
and urine, spreading in-
fections that can lower 
performance, reduce 
growth rates and im-
pact herd health. 

Generation Blue Ro-
denticide Soft Bait 
works fast – rodents 
take the bait quickly, 
ingest a lethal dose and 
infestations collapse 
before they spread fur-
ther.
Easy to use

Place bait stations 
along walls, near feed 
storage and around pig 
sheds. 

Its strong scent draws 

rodents in, even when 
grain and feed are 
nearby. 

Regularly check and 
top up bait stations to 
maintain control.
The bottom line

Uncontrolled rodent 
populations threaten 
your pigs, your profits 
and your reputation. 

With Generation Blue 
Rodenticide Soft Bait, 
you get a rodent con-
trol solution designed 
for piggery conditions 
– proven, palatable and 
powerful.

Protect your herd. 
Protect your business. 
Choose Generation 

Blue Rodenticide Soft 
Bait.

For more informa-
tion, visit www.desan 
gosse.com.au 

Protect your pigs with Generation 
Blue Rodenticide Soft Bait

pig behaviour be-
tween these two sites 
were also observed. 

This may be ex-
plained by site-spe-
cific factors, such 
as the availability of 
refuge habitat, influ-
encing feral pig move-
ment.

Between March 
2021 and September 
2023, NSW Local 
Land Services con-
ducted aerial shooting 
operations as part of 
statewide initiatives to 
support land managers 
with reducing feral 
pig impacts, as well as 
to understand how to 
reduce cloven-hoofed 
vertebrate pest popu-
lations in the event of 
a foot and mouth dis-
ease outbreak to limit 
its potential spread. 

A total of 71 feral 
pigs were fitted with 
GPS collars across 
nine aerial shooting 
operations at five 
large sites (of ≥600sq 
km) in the Riverina, 
western and northwest 
regions of NSW over 
29 months. 

Data from the 
GPS collars enabled 
changes in feral pig 
movement behaviour 
following exposure 
to aerial shooting op-
erations, that lasted 
between one and 11 
days, to be monitored. 

Site specific changes 
in the size and loca-

tion of activity ranges 
before and after 
shooting, daily ac-
tivity and movement 
rates before, during 
and after shooting, 
and daily activity be-
fore, during and after 
shooting were as-
sessed. 
What was found

The key outcomes 
from this work were:

•	No evidence was 
found that aerial 
shooting resulted in 
large scale dispersal 
of feral pigs

•	Aerial shooting 
can trigger changes in 
movement and space 
use patterns of feral 
pigs

•	Behavioural re-
sponses of feral pigs 
hassled by aerial 
shooting varied both 
across and within dif-
ferent sites, some pigs 
decreased their move-
ments during and 
after shooting, others 
increased them and 
others did not change 
their movements at all 
– this highlights how 
the behavioural flex-
ibility of feral pigs, in 
response to specific 
environmental/habitat 
conditions, makes 
feral pig management 
difficult and chal-
lenging

•	Between the nine 
aerial shooting op-
erations, variability 
in range sizes of male 
and female pigs be-

fore and after aerial 
shooting was found. 

Key factors that 
may contribute to 
the behavioural vari-
ability of feral pigs 
in response to aerial 
shooting include the 
availability of refuge 
habitats and resources, 
gender, previous expo-
sure to aerial shooting, 
individual behaviours 
and environmental 
stress.

Standard operating 
procedures for feral 
pigs support best prac-
tice management pro-
grams by providing a 
structured and con-
sistent approach to 
their humane manage-
ment. 

The National Code 
of Practice for the 
humane control of 
feral pigs, together 
with SOPs for trap-
ping, aerial shooting, 
ground shooting and 
baiting using 1080 
and Hoggone were re-
vised in 2024 and can 
be found on the Pest-
Smart website, scan 
the relevant QR code 
below. 

This study, led by 
Andrew Bengsen 
from NSW Depart-
ment of Primary In-
dustries and Regional 
Development’s Ver-
tebrate Pest Research 
Unit, was published 
in the journal Wildlife 
Science in May 2025. 

Authors were from 

the NSW Department 
of Primary Industries 
and Regional Devel-
opment’s Vertebrate 
Pest Research Unit, 
NSW Department of 
Primary Industries 
and Regional Devel-
opment, the Univer-
sity of NSW, Riverina 
Local Land Services 
and the Centre for In-
vasive Species Solu-
tions.

If you’d like to ac-
cess this research 
paper, scan the rel-
evant QR code below.

If you’d like to dis-
cuss this article or 
have any questions re-
lated to effective feral 
pig management, con-
tact me on Heather.
Channon@feralpigs.
com.au or 0423 056 
045. 

Feral pigs unlikely to disperse due to aerial shooting

Scan for the research 
paper.

Scan for the National 
Code of Practice.

* from P10
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AN extensive exer-
cise carried out by 
Aussie Pumps has 
revealed that many 
pumps being used in 
piggeries, abattoirs 
and similar liquid 
waste applications 
were plagued by 
problems with cavita-
tion and corrosion on 
its cast-iron pumps.

Even Gorman Rupp, 
a leading supplier for 
these applications, 
has the same cast-iron 
corrosive problem.

Aussie Pumps has 
developed a range of 
2”, 3” and 4” self-
priming centrifugal 
pumps that are de-
signed for these 
highly corrosive ap-
plications. 

The solution was 
quite simple.

Chief engineer John 
Hales came up with 
the idea of casting 
complete pump 
bodies and compo-
nents in 316 stainless 
steel.

To quote the book 
Metals in the Service 
of Man, the austenitic 
group of 316 stainless 
steel contains approx-
imately 18 percent of 
chromium and 8 per-
cent nickel. 

Additions of mo-
lybdenum are some-
times made to certain 
grades of the same 
austenitic group to 
increase their corro-
sion resistance, while 
others have titanium 
added to stabilise the 
carbon.

That says it all. 
Aussie Pumps new 

range of self-priming 
centrifugal pumps 
offer 2”, 3” and 4” 
pumps in cast 316 
stainless steel. 

“We began the evo-
lution in this direc-
tion when we started 
putting 316 stainless-
steel impellers in cast-
iron pump bodies,” 
Mr Hales said.

“The stainless-steel 
impellers worked fine 
but we found the cast-
iron bodies simply 
didn’t go the distance. 

“We then decided to 

go 100 percent 316 
stainless steel, in spite 
of everybody warning 
us that would make 
them too expensive.”

That issue of cost 
to a large extent de-
pends on volume. 

By gearing up to 
build in large quanti-
ties, the company is 
able to produce a full 
range of products in 
a variety of different 
drives at reasonable 
prices.

Stainless steel is 
not only corrosive 
resistant but is also 
significantly harder, 
prolonging pump life 
by resisting abrasion 
as well.

Aussie claims this 
was not a miracle, 
merely a way of up-
grading the pump 
material to substan-
tially extend life, 
which means less 
breakdown. 

“The only thing 
you can do to affect 
a pump that is made 
entirely of 316 SS is to 

burn the mechanical 
seal out by running it 
dry, but that applies to 
any pump operating 
in these types of ap-
plications,” Mr Hales 
said.
Six-inch pumps go 
stainless

Aussie Pumps big 
6” model B6XR-A 
15kW motor pump is 
cast iron, however the 
company has already 
proceeded to convert 
the impellers over to 
316 SS.

The photo shows 
the monstrous big 
open-style non-clog 
impeller in glorious 
316 SS.

“It’s a new world,” 
Mr Hales said.

“The next step is to 
do the bodies in 316 
as well.”

For more informa-
tion on Aussie Pumps 
stainless revolution, 
including the com-
plete range of 316 SS 
pumps, visit www.aus 
siepumps.com.au or 
call 02 8865 3500. 

Cast iron is out at Aussie

The first step to changeout cast-iron pumps 
to 316 stainless steel starts with the impel-
ler.

Lori Stevermer believes strongly in advocating for agriculture. She and her husband Dale serve 
on state and national pork industry organisations.

ALLTECH, a global 
leader in animal nutri-
tion and crop science, 
launched Planet of 
Plenty in 2019.

A business entity 
dedicated to science-
led storytelling, advo-
cacy and educational 
initiatives that amplify 
agriculture’s vital role 
in creating a sustain-
able future, this initia-
tive builds on Alltech’s 
vision of working to-
gether for a planet of 
plenty.

Uniting the agri-food 
community in creating 
a world where agri-
culture thrives, nutri-
tious food is abundant 
and accessible, and 
our planet’s natural 
resources are replen-
ished for generations to 
come.

While most families 
had ties to agricul-
ture just two genera-
tions ago, many people 
today lack firsthand 
exposure to how the 
world’s food is pro-
duced. 

This disconnect can 
lead to misconceptions 
and oversimplified nar-
ratives about agricul-
ture’s environmental 
impact, the role of 
farmers in creating cli-
mate solutions and the 
complexity of feeding 

a growing population 
while protecting nat-
ural resources.

Through powerful 
storytelling, advocacy 
and educational initia-
tives, Planet of Plenty 
aims to bridge that gap.

Alltech president and 
chief executive of-
ficer Dr Mark Lyons 
said, “Through Planet 
of Plenty, we can take 
viewers on a global 
journey – into fields, 
research labs and 
farming communities 
– where they will see 
firsthand the intricate 
relationship between 
agriculture, the envi-
ronment and food and 
economic security.”

Planet of Plenty will 
serve as a collaborative 
hub where those within 
the agri-food commu-
nity and beyond can:

•	Promote science-
based storytelling

•	Advocate for the 
world’s agri-food pro-
ducers

•	Support educational 
initiatives

•	Broaden the conver-
sation about agricul-
ture’s role in shaping 
a more sustainable fu-
ture.

Following is the 
Planet of Plenty story 
of how eco-friendly 
pig production created 

a new era of opportu-
nities.

Trails End Farm 
owners Dale and Lori 
Stevermer have im-
plemented sustainable 
crop cultivation and 
eco-friendly pig pro-
duction strategies at 
their family farm in 
Minnesota in the US, 
which has been oper-
ated by members of the 
Stevermer family for 
more than 100 years.

When Ed and Eliza-
beth Stevermer began 
construction on their 
southern Minne-
sota farmstead in the 
summer of 1916, they 
may have dreamed of 
little else aside from 
completing the project 
and getting settled. 

As it turns out, they 
were also building a 
legacy that would carry 
on through multiple 
generations.

The aptly named 
Trails End Farm, lo-
cated near the small 
town of Easton, has re-
mained family-owned 
and operated – with a 
particular emphasis on 
pig production – for 
over 100 years. 

Today it is run by 
Ed and Elizabeth’s 
grandson Dale and his 
wife Lori, who took 
over from Dale’s par-

ents about 30 years ago.
A match made in hog 
heaven

Lori was raised 35 
miles away from her 
future abode, on a farm 
where her family main-
tained dairy cows and 
pigs. 

At 18, Lori set off for 
the University of Min-
nesota with ambitions 
of becoming a veteri-
nary technician. 

Later, after changing 
her mind, she went on 
to graduate with an 
animal science degree.

With her brother 
taking over their 
family farm, Lori went 
into feed sales, initially 
working for a company 
called Wayne Feeds – 
a decision that would 
ultimately change the 
trajectory of her life.

When asked how she 
and Dale met, Lori 
said, “I was out – like 
every good salesperson 
– developing my terri-
tory and making cold 
calls and I happened 
to stop at a farm near 
Easton, where I was 
visiting with a nice 
farmer about buying 
feed.”

“I was interested in 
getting him to do a 
starter trial with his 
pigs and he said, ‘Well, 

Planet of Plenty advances agricultural 
storytelling, advocacy and education

* continued P13
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- Minimal serious adverse events.
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• Effective 

- Fast-acting and long-lasting protection.
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healthy and growing throughout the critical fi nishing 
period in the face of M. hyo and/or PCV2 infections.

- Following vaccination, PCV2 DOI lasts for 22 weeks 
and M. hyo DOI lasts for 21 weeks.

Ready-to-use protection against both PCV2 and M. hyo.

Ready-to-use, one-shot Porcilis® PCV M Hyo is:

® Registered trademarks. 
Intervet Australia Pty Ltd (trading as MSD Animal Health). 
ABN: 79008467034. 
Copyright © 2024 Merck & Co., Inc., Rahway, NJ, USA and its a�  liates. All rights reserved.

I’m going on vacation, 
would you be willing 
to talk to my son about 
this instead?’

“I said, ‘Sure, why 
not?’

“As it turns out, I was 
visiting with Bernie 
Stevermer, Dale’s dad, 
and you can probably 
guess who the son was 
that he wanted me 
to speak with in his 
place.”

Married for more 
than 30 years, Lori 
said, “Virtually every 
day, we can wake up, 
look out the window 
and see the very spot 
where we first met.”
Careful resource 
management creates 
opportunities for 
growth

After attending Iowa 
State University and 
working in the finance 
industry for a few 
years, Dale returned to 
Trails End in the late 
1980s. 

The farm was pri-
marily a farrow-to-
finish operation, home 
to around 130 sows. 

In 2016, Dale and 
Lori decided to sell the 
sows and convert their 
farrowing buildings to 
finishing barns, where 
they now grow pigs for 
Compart Family Farms 
– one of the largest 
family-owned swine 
genetics businesses in 
the midwestern US.

Giving up ownership 
of the sows, and adding 
a dependable income 

stream, allowed the 
Stevermers to focus 
less on the farm’s cap-
ital needs, which gave 
them time to concen-
trate on higher-level 
management of the 
farm. 

It also expanded their 
operation.

At any given time, 
they now have around 
2000 pigs on-site, 
which will be raised 
from 18kg to a market 
weight of 131.5kg.

“I think one of the 
things that we always 
wanted to do was to 
have the ability to 
adapt our business, and 
that’s part of sustain-
ability, right?”

“Sustainability isn’t 
just about resource 
management, it’s about 
business longevity 
too,” Lori said.

“As single-family 
operators, there was a 
great deal of work in-
volved and some dis-
ease challenges that 
were consistently af-
fecting productivity, 
so making this switch 
has been significantly 
impactful for us,” Dale 
said.
Embracing tech-
nology to improve pig 
production

When it comes to 
farming, the Stever-
mers have long consid-
ered themselves open-
minded and willing to 
try new things, par-
ticularly if an oppor-
tunity to improve their 
production procedures 

presented itself.
They have adopted 

various science-based 
production practices to 
help manage the pigs, 
including bringing 
them indoors to pro-
tect them from fluc-
tuating temperatures 
and disease, as well as 
utilising technology in 
their barns to provide 
a more consistent cli-
mate and improved air 
quality.

“Today, we use sen-
sors and can remotely 
monitor temperature 
and water consump-
tion, so that we can 
intervene sooner if 
there’s been a change,” 
Dale said.

Over the past several 
years, Dale and Lori 
have implemented sev-
eral regenerative agri-
culture practices that 
improve soil health, 
such as utilising cover 
crops and conducting 
no-till practices on 
their 182ha, in addition 
to taking steps aimed at 
improving air quality. 

To date, they have 
dedicated nearly 12ha 
to this last endeavour, 
setting aside seven of 
those for growing trees, 
three for buffer grasses 
and waterways, and 
0.4ha to become a pol-
linator habitat.

The Stevermers are 
also Pork Quality As-
surance Plus certified 
through the National 
Pork Board. 

The PQA Plus edu-
cation and certification 

program is designed to 
help producers contin-
ually improve their pig 
production practices. 

Additionally, the 
Stevermers believe 
strongly in the ‘We 
Care’ responsible pork 
initiative, which simi-
larly focuses on food 
and worker safety, an-
imal well-being, envi-
ronmental stewardship, 
public health and con-
tributions to the local 
community.

“As pig farmers, we 
have one of the most 
honourable professions 
in the world – we pro-
duce food for others,” 
Lori said. 

“Dale and I take that 
very seriously, and we 
want to make sure the 
food we produce is safe 
and made with respect 
for both the animal and 
the environment.”
Analysing on-farm 
data leads to precise 
more sustainable 
farm management

The utilisation of 
precision ag software 
has enabled the Stever-
mers to take advantage 
of yield monitoring, 
a technique that uses 
GPS data to analyse 
variables such as crop 
yield and moisture 
content in a particular 
field. 

Yield monitoring al-
lows farmers to gain 
valuable information 
about their crops and 
the soil health of their 
fields while simultane-
ously developing site-

specific crop manage-
ment.

“The crop and animal 
cycle continues to be-
come more refined,” 
Dale said. 

“Today, we’re able 
to test the manure and 
quantify its nutrient 
profile. 

“We also test our soils 
and, using GPS pro-
duction data, we apply 
varying amounts of 
manure to the ground, 
depending on what is 
needed for nutrients. 

“We balance our nu-
trient inputs with an-
ticipated production 
levels.

“Manure has always 
been a valuable nu-
trient source but the 
ability to refine the ap-
plication based on soil 
health and crop needs 
has become more so-
phisticated due to the 
technology we now 
have at our fingertips.”

Dale works with a 
third-party verifier 
called Sustainable En-
vironmental Consult-
ants, which helps col-
lect and analyse data to 
assess and track Trails 
End’s progress towards 
achieving its sustain-
ability goals. 

He was introduced 
to SEC through a Na-
tional Pork Board sus-
tainability pilot project 
aimed at aggregating 
farm data on manure 
handling and usage.

SEC’s verified results 
have provided several 

Trails End Farm has been operated by mem-
bers of the Stevermer family for more than 100 
years.

Planet of Plenty advances agricultural storytelling, advocacy and education

The Stevermers are forging a path to the future 
with sustainability strategies and agriculture 
advocacy.

Over the past several years, Dale and Lori have 
implemented several regenerative agriculture 
practices that improve soil health.
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valuable insights.
Results from the 151 

operations that par-
ticipated showed an 
average of a $A211 
per-hectare-reduction 
in fertiliser costs due 
to using swine manure 
and an average of 0.27 
tonnes of carbon per 
hectare sequestered, 
plus an 80 percent re-
duction in soil erosion.

The Stevermers have 
used their farm’s SEC 
reports to examine 
overall trends and iden-
tify areas of potential 
improvement. 

This has led to the 
installation of solar 
panels, as well as a 
flow meter and control 
system on the farm’s 
manure tank.

“These efforts are 
really delivering quan-
tifiable information 

in terms of how our 
practices are positively 
affecting things like 
decreased soil loss and 
lower greenhouse gas 
emissions,” Dale said. 

“It’s something that 
helps not just tell a 
story about agricul-
ture, I think it also lets 
people know that we 
hold commonly shared 
values when it comes 
to caring about the en-
vironment. 

“We truly want to 
conserve natural re-
sources and use them 
more wisely, and we 
hope it will encourage 
other farms to adopt 
similar practices.”
True pork industry 
advocates

When Dale and Lori 
aren’t on the farm, 
and when Lori – who 
serves as the marketing 
manager for Hubbard 
Feeds – isn’t at work, 

they can often be found 
advocating for agricul-
ture on state and na-
tional pork industry 
boards.

Dale spent seven 
years as part of the 
Minnesota Pork Board 
and is a past president 
of the organisation. 

He currently serves 
on a research and edu-
cational advisory board 
for the Minnesota De-
partment of Agricul-
ture. 

A member of the Na-
tional Pork Board, Dale 
has also served on the 
board’s soil health and 
water quality taskforce 
and budget committee.

Lori currently serves 
as vice president of 
the National Pork Pro-
ducers Council’s board 
of directors. 

Her previous expe-
rience includes nine 
years on the executive 

board of the Minne-
sota Pork Producers 
Association, including 
a stint as board presi-
dent, along with var-
ious state and national 
committees.

“These advocacy or-
ganisations, and others 
like them, help gen-
erate ideas and actions 
on behalf of agriculture 
by people who care 
about the industry,” 
Lori said.

“There’s a famous 
quote that states, ‘The 
world is run by those 
who show up’.

“Animal agriculture 
is produced by less 
than 1 percent of the 
population. 

“If those of us who 
know farming don’t 
show up, we risk ag-
riculture being run by 
people who don’t know 
it or, worse yet, want to 
get rid of it.”

The pork industry is 
a significant contrib-
utor to the overall US 
economy. 

In 2021, over 66,000 
US pork producers 
marketed more than 
140 million hogs 
valued at over $A42.89 
billion in gross cash 
receipts, according to 
the National Pork Pro-
ducers Council. 

The combined eco-
nomic contribution 
from US pig produc-
tion and pork pro-
cessing supports more 
than $A272.63 billion 
of direct, indirect and 
induced sales – and 
over 613,000 jobs.

Family farms such as 
Trails End comprise 96 
percent of all US farms 
with hogs and account 
for 81 percent of the 
country’s pig inventory, 
according to the 2017 
Census of Agriculture 

Farm Typology report. 
That’s one of the rea-

sons the Stevermers are 
passionate about advo-
cating for agriculture, 
improving pig produc-
tion practices through 
education and showing 
consumers and public 
officials the value of 
farming.

“Another issue we 
like to focus on is re-
minding consumers 
that pork is healthy, 
safe and nutritious,” 
Lori said.

Placing an emphasis 
on both business and 
environmental sustain-
ability helps ensure the 
future of the industry 
for the next genera-
tion, who will work to 
meet the nutritional de-
mands of the world’s 
growing population.

“We need the next 
generation of farmers 
and advocates to show 

up for agriculture,” 
Lori said.

“Without them, much 
would be lost. 

“If producers like us 
don’t help to set them 
up for success, who 
will?”

For more information 
on Planet of Plenty, 
visit www.alltech.com/
planet-of-plenty 

Planet of Plenty advances agricultural storytelling, advocacy and education

Alltech president and 
CEO Dr Mark Lyons.
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We embrace new technologies and the opportunities that they bring

We are passionate about enhancing both your experience and your business by using 
the latest technology and insights to develop the best, most complete solutions for the 
challenges facing the swine industry. 

Our mission extends beyond addressing your immediate needs; we’re dedicated to 
creating a better future for generations to come.

Contact your local Boehringer Ingelheim Livestock representative to discuss how 
together we can build the resilience needed to withstand the challenges ahead.

Together, we get it right.

Life forward

The path ahead can 
seem unclear 

Building resilience to withstand 
any challenges, together
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