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Snapshot of progress on
“Shaping Our Future”
RECENT reports coming
out of Europe have highlighted their ongoing difficulties in complying with
the new laws for the housing of sows.

Speakers at the seminar: Zane Harper, John Riley, Hugo Dunlop, Edwina Beveridge, Laurie
Brosnan, Sara Willis, Ken Cameron, Tracy Cooper and Maria Nolan.

Pork producers discuss
industry challenges
MORE than 130 pork industry identities recently
converged on Toowoomba
to discuss new technologies
adopted by producers to face
the challenges in the grower
herd.
The seminar and trade
display organised by the
Queensland Pig Consultancy
Group with support from APL
and DAFF was titled “Facing
the Challenges in the Grower
Herd – Where will you be in
2020?”
As an introduction to the
program, John Riley of JCR
Associates International summarised the current economic
state of the industry.
Based on his knowledge of
clients’ businesses he suggested that the operating cost of
producing a kilogram of pigmeat was in the order of $2.90.
Producers shared with delegates the decisions made in
their businesses to ensure their
long-term sustainability.
Edwina Beveridge focused on
how the 2200 sow family business, near Young has invested
in biogas technology to meet
help the long-term future of
their business.

Edwina showed two videos
made by APL promoting the
quality of management practised at Ballantyne Farms in
relation to animal welfare and
responsible environmental
stewardship.
She explained how they harnessed methane to produce
biogas to reduce electricity
costs and earn carbon credits
on a unit feeding by-products
from the human food chain.
Zane Harper, the production
manager of CEFN Pty Ltd, a
4000 sow piggery, spoke on
the technologies adopted by
his employer to insulate the
business from external forces.
He stressed the need for
research before investing in
technologies.
Zane plays a key role in the
planning, adoption and implementation of new technologies
to improve labour efficiency,
pig performance, feed utilisation and marketing.
Laurie Brosnan, a partner
in Bettapork, a Biloela family
business of 2000 sows, shared
with those present the thinking
behind the decision to build
a completely new 2000 sow
breeder complex to ensure the
long-term sustainability of
their business.
This new facility will allow

heavier weaners to be produced, resulting in improved
performance in their nursery
and grower sites.
Recruiting and retaining
staff is a problem on many
farms due to opportunities in
the gas and mining industries.
Ken Cameron of CHM reminded those present that after
feed cost, labour is the second
highest production cost.
Along with Maria Nolan and
Tracy Cooper of SeeChange
Consulting, he discussed the
innovative program implemented at CHM to improve
staff performance, job satisfaction and staff retention at
all levels in the business.
Dr Hugo Dunlop of Chris
Richards and Associates presented a paper on how producers could achieve a better return
on their investment in veterinary
services and health programs.
Sara Willis, chairperson of
the QPCG and a nutritionist
with DAFF concluded the program by discussing the impact
of feed usage on profitability.
Sara demonstrated that a reduction of 80g feed/pig/day or
one teaspoon of feed/hr would
result in an improvement of
0.1 in grower herd live weight
FCR worth $4.75/pig at current feed prices.

As you may remember,
from January 1, 2013 all
sows in the European Union
were meant to be limited to
a maximum of four weeks
confinement in a sow stall
for each pregnancy.
As recently as the end of
January 2014, we’re seeing
headlines coming out of Europe such as “Europe Failing
Consumers over Animal Welfare” (The Pig Site - January
31, 2014).
Reports are that as many
as 15 European countries are
under investigation over their
failure to comply.
In North America the big
United States companies and
some in Canada are starting to ramp up their talk
about “stopping using gestation crates”, which of course
in their terms means “from
confirmation of pregnancy”
or four to five weeks after
mating.
It’s timely – considering
this lack of compliance in
Europe and moves afoot in
the US and Canada – to relook at our industry’s voluntary commitment around
sow stalls and see how we
are tracking.
Lack of progress from
others can certainly help
to showcase our industry
achievements in this area.
In the past, the main vehicle to enable us to do this
is our Annual Industry Survey, where we rely on the
goodwill of our producers to
tell us what they are doing
production-wise, especially
in respect to the types of

Point of View
by ANDREW SPENCER CEO

sow housing they are using
on their farms.
When we collate and extrapolate this data we get a
robust picture of the state of
the industry – particularly
around compliance with our
sow stall phase out obligations and definition.
For all of those producers
who have responded to the
Survey, I would like to thank
you very much for contributing.
This valuable information
enables us to tell the industry’s story and advise our
regulators, politicians and
the broader community of
the great gains we are making in producing pigs according to the desires of our
21st century consumers.
For those among you who
chose for whatever reason
not to participate in the survey, you make the industry’s
job just that much harder to
differentiate ourselves from
our competitors, especially
at such a critical time with
what’s happening overseas.
The complacency by a few
will not slow the industry’s
progress to tell our positive
story to the community.
To further substantiate

valuable information already
collected in the Survey, additional information around
sow housing arrangements
has also been collected
through the APIQ✓ system
and the relatively new Gestation Stall Free standard.
While it has slowed the
overall project down, we are
optimistic overall that industry progress on this very important subject will come to
light in the next few weeks.
So watch this space.
I cannot articulate strongly
enough, without our own succinct story we can’t leverage
and expose the mismatch between the claims and practices
in North America and the EU.
In assessing the assets of
our industry during the ongoing Strategic Planning
process for APL, we are
talking about our ability as
an industry to work together
in a cooperative fashion in a
much better way than many
other Australian livestock or
agricultural industries.
We have shown this capability in the past and I hope
that we have not become
complacent in realising and
leveraging this valuable asset
for its full benefits.

Shed construction – full turn-key service • MaxiMat Feeder for nursery pigs
• Ventilation designs
• Council applications
• Installation of equipment
• Betco kit buildings
• Feeding equipment
Stockyard Industries
54 King Street, Clifton QLD 4361

07 4697 3344

www.stockyardindustries.com
www.porknews.com.au

PEDv strikes Canada
07 3286 1833
Pig Industry
Calendar of Events
2014
MAR 3 – Swine Reproduction Seminar,
Wagga Wagga, NSW P: 0428 416 518
E: jayce.morgan@dpi.nsw.gov.au
MAR 4 - 5 – ABARES Outlook Conference,
Canberra, www.daff.gov.au/ABARES/
outlook-2014
MAR 26 - 27 – London Swine
Conference, Ontario, Canada, www.
londonswineconference.ca
MAY 13 - 14 – British Pig & Poultry Fair,
Warwickshire, UK, www.pigandpoultry.org.uk
MAY 19 - 21 – Alltech Symposium, Kentucky,
USA, www.alltech.com/symposium
MAY 20 - 22 – VIV Europe, Jaarbeurs
Utrecht, The Netherlands, www.viveurope.nl
MAY 21 - 22 – Pan Pacific Pork Expo, Gold
Coast Convention and Exhibition Centre,
QLD P: APL 02 6285 2200
MAY 25 - 27 – 2014 Australasian
Milling Conference, Feed & Food in the
Asian Century, Gold Coast Convention
and Exhibition Centre, QLD www.
millingconference.com.au
JUN 4 - 6 – World Pork Expo, Des Moines,
Iowa, USA www.worldpork.org
JUN 8 - 11 – International Pig Veterinary
Society Congress (IPVS 2014), Cancun
Mexico www.ipvs2014.org/
AUG 8 - 10 – The 9th Biennial Conference
of AAA, Newcastle NSW E: androfest@
newcastle.edu.au
AUG 10 - 14 – The 12th International
Symposium on Spermatology, Newcastle
NSW E: androfest@newcastle.edu.au
SEP 13 - 16 – Allen D. Leman Swine
Conference, Minnesota, USA www.cvm.
umn.edu/vetmedce/events/adl/
SEP 13 - 16 – Joint ISNH/ISRP International
Conference ‘Harnessing the Ecology
and Physiology of Herbivores’, Canberra
www.herbivores2014.com
SEP 20 – Code of Practice for On-Farm
Biogas and Use (Piggeries) Consultation
Workshop, Brisbane, QLD APL 02 6270 8827
OCT 10 – Code of Practice for On-Farm
Biogas and Use (Piggeries) Consultation
Workshop, Adelaide, SA APL 02 6270 8827
OCT 10 - 17 – Vietstock 2014, Ho Chi Minh
City, Vietnam www.vietstock.org
OCT 11 – Code of Practice for On-Farm Biogas
and Use (Piggeries) Consultation Workshop,
Southbank, VIC APL 02 6270 8827
OCT 17 – Code of Practice for On-Farm
Biogas and Use (Piggeries) Consultation
Workshop, Perth, WA APL 02 6270 8827
NOV 11 - 14 – EuroTier 2014, Hanover,
Germany www.eurotier.com/
NOV 14 – Code of Practice for On-Farm
Biogas and Use (Piggeries) Consultation
Workshop, Parramatta, NSW APL 02 6270
8827
How to supply event details: Send all details
to Australian Pork Newspaper, PO Box 387,
Cleveland, Qld 4163, fax: 07 3821 2637,
email: ben@porknews.com.au

I HATE to be a stuck record here, with yet another
article on exotic diseases,
but the severe impact of
some of the diseases globally makes for very scary
reading and one that the
Australian pork industry
and other stakeholders
must be aware of and prepared for.
It was just a matter of
time, we were told, and
finally it appears that porcine epidemic diarrhoea
virus has been confirmed
in a farrow-to-finish operation in Ontario, Canada
(January 22, 2014).
Since the announcement, the number of positive cases has risen to
four (as at February 2,
2014) and the presence of
the virus has since been
confirmed at an assembly
yard, a trucking yard and
a processing plant.
As expected, Canadian
authorities are extremely
worried and expect to see
a lot more positive cases
in the near future, given
the rapid spread in the
United States.
What is very interesting
and reflects a very different approach to biosecurity matters is that authorities in Alberta, Canada
have declared the disease
‘reportable’.
It will be interesting to
see if other states in Canada follow suit.
Nevertheless the Canadian approach does reflect
a higher level of urgency
and concern given the
huge impact of PEDv in
the US.
It will be very interesting to see how Canada
deals with these PEDv
outbreaks, especially given the cold weather and
the associated difficulties
in maintaining proper biosecurity protocols.
One of the first Federal
Government responses in
Canada is that the Agriculture Minister has
announced that the Canadian Food Inspection
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Agency is prepared to issue permits to authorise
veterinarians to import
the iPED+ vaccine for use
in Canadian pig herds.
The
manufacturer’s
preliminary studies (Harrisvaccines, Ames, Iowa,
US) have shown that vaccinated pigs develop antibodies against the PEDv.
The iPED+ vaccine will
be available for use in
Canada under veterinary
supervision in pigs as a
precautionary measure
against the PEDv.
Hindsight is a beautiful
thing and you wonder if
the situation in the US
would have been any different if the various affected US states had made
the disease notifiable.
From afar, it does seem
odd that the US went to
considerable length to
communicate its position
that PEDv was not a notifiable disease.
So far the spread of the
PEDv has been rampant
in the US with the total number of confirmed
PED cases reported greater than 2600.
Of more concern is the
unabated spread of PEDv,
which is now reported to
be in 23 states since it was
first confirmed back in
May 2013 (refer map).
As I have previously reported, the PEDv in the
US most likely originated
in China and while the
source of this outbreak
has not been identified
(or disclosed), it has been

suggested that contaminated feed ingredients
may be a possible source.
This serves as a warning
for us in Australia given
the importation of a number of feed ingredients.
There are many unanswered questions regarding the risk of PEDv entering Australia and these
will be addressed at the
upcoming Biosecurity
Strategic Review Panel

meeting (late February
2014).
APL R&D update
Things are gearing up
for our annual Research
and Development Call for
Research Proposals by
Tender for 2014/15, starting with the development
of research, development
and extension priorities by
the Specialist Groups.
Some important dates
for your information are
listed below.
At the RDAC mid-year
review meeting (December 2013 meeting), a number of changes were considered to the Specialist
Groups to further streamline and enhance the APL
R&D process.
The above revisions to
the Specialists Groups
were postponed until the
new APL Strategic Plan
has been approved and
will be implemented in
2015/16.

The membership for
each of the groups has
been reviewed and approved by the RDAC
(the complete Specialist
Group list will soon be
available at APL’s website
australianpork.com.au/
industry-focus/research/
rd-process/).
I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all
the membership (past and
present) for their time and
valuable contributions to
APL’s R&D process.
Put simply, the Specialist Group expertise and
input has added significant value and enabled
us to address a range of
issues being faced by industry.
For further information
on any of the topics discussed in this column,
please do not hesitate to
contact me on 02 6270
8804 or darryl.dsouza@
australianpork.com.au

PEDv positive states in red (as at January 28, 2014)

Specialist Group meetings

February 6-28

Specialist Group business plans submitted

March 14

R&D Advisory Committee (RDAC) meeting

March 25-26

Call for Research by Tender open

April 21

Call for Research by Tender close

May 26

Tender reviews complete

June 20

Successful letters and contracts sent

July 4

Unsuccessful letters sent

July 11

SWILL FEEDING
IS ILLEGAL
Feeding swill to pigs can cause major disease outbreaks
Do not feed meat, meat products or anything
that has been in contact with meat to pigs

HOTLINE 1800 675 888
IF YOU SEE ANYTHING UNUSUAL IN YOUR PIGS THAT COULD BE AN EMERGENCY
ANIMAL DISEASE, REPORT IT IMMEDIATELY TO THE EMERGENCY ANIMAL DISEASE
WATCH HOTLINE 1800 675 888
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CALL YOUR LOCAL DPI ON:
NSW0,4%'IRXVEP3J½GI   VICQLDSA
WATAS
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Table 1 - Global performance indicators for selected pork producing countries – 2012
Country/Indicators

Australia

Canada

USA

GB

Denmark

Netherlands

COP (AUD/kg carcass)

2.42

2.08

2.06

2.39

2.10

2.10

Feed cost ($/tonne)

382

384

342

414

360

376

Feed cost ($/kg CW)

1.48

1.48

1.42

1.55

1.32

1.41

HFC

3.9

3.85

4.14

3.74

3.66

3.76

HFC (MJ DE/kg)

51.7

51.6

58.6

53.9

50.9

48.0

Pigs weaned/sow/y

23.2

23.6

24.9

22.8**

29.6

28.3

Pigs sold/sow/y

22.2

22.4

22.8

21.7

27.8

27.0

75

96.3

91.6

79.1

80.7

91.1

1665

2160

2088

1716

2243

2459

Carcass weight (kg)
Carcass weight/sow/y (kg)

**Pigs weaned/sow/y reported as 21.6 and 24.1 for outdoor and indoor herds respectively
Australia has become a high feed cost country, as reflected in our relatively high
average cost of production ($2.42/kg carcass). Prof John Pluske of Murdoch
University, Dr Yvette Miller of Portec Australia, Dr Megan Trezona-Murray and
Karen Moore, both of DAFWA, with a FeedLogic system that can deliver measured
amounts of feed to pigs. They attended a Pork CRC/APL Pig Day Out at DAFWA’s
Medina, WA research station in 2009.

Trust

Aussie pigs in global race
not setting production pace

Initiatives

M+PAC®

by DR ROGER CAMPBELL
CEO

from stimulating guests
selected by participants.
All participant individual data is compared
against the rest for all
KPIs and reports are circulated to participants
quarterly.
UK worst
The UK is the worst of
the countries included in
the summary.
While importing considerable pork from the
Danes and Dutch, the
British clearly are not
importing or utilising the
technologies, including
genetics, developed and
available to their neighbours.
At $2.03 AUD/kg carcass weight, Spain had the
lowest cost of production
(COP) across the 12 EU
countries in the 2012 survey, followed by France,
Denmark and the Netherlands.
The average cost of feed
in Spain was $380 AUD/
tonne and feed as a percentage of total cost was
72 percent, so low labour
and other costs.
The Spaniards weaned an
average 24.8 pigs per sow/
year and produced 1864kg

The M. hyo. vaccine that’s internationally proven to reduce lung lesions by 93%4.
For the vaccination of healthy pigs as an aid in the prevention of pneumonia caused
by Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae2,3 infection.

carcass weight/sow/year.
Feed costs
Australia has certainly
become a high feed cost
country as reflected in
our relatively high average COP, although in 2012
the Australian dollar was
strong and adversely affected our comparative
cost of production.
When our benchmarking project commenced in
2005-2006, average cost
of feed was $250/tonne.
Feed costs over the
same time period have
increased globally and
between 2011 and 2012
they increased 5 percent
on average and by 10 and
12 percent for the USA
and Canada, respectively.
As suggested previously,
our comparative COP in
2012 was ‘inflated’ by the
strength of the Australian dollar and across the
benchmarking group the
lowest reported COP was
16 percent lower than the
average.
The highest COP was 19
percent above the average
and the differences were
largely reflected of feed
cost.
☛ continued P4

Porcilis APPvac®

ECOvac®

PLEvac®

ECOvacLE®

The broadest
pleuropneumonia
vaccine available in
Australia. A vaccine that
is an aid in the control
of pleuropneumonia
in pigs, caused
by Actinobacillus
pleuropneumoniae
serotypes 1, 7 and 151.

A safe and effective
inactivated vaccine
for sows and gilts. For
protection against E.
coli scours in neonatal
piglets.

Convenient and
effective, PLEvac
is the only 3-in-1
vaccine for protection
against Erysipelas and
Leptospira pomona
infections and as an
aid in the control of
parvovirus infection
in pigs.

ECOvacLE is a 3-in-1
vaccine for sows and
gilts for protection
against E. coli scours
in neonatal piglets,
and Erysipelas and
Leptospira pomona
infections in pigs.

REPRODUCTIVE SOLUTIONS

RESPIRATORY DISEASE SOLUTIONS

The MSD range of reproduction pharmaceuticals
will help plan, organise and control your herd’s
breeding cycle, to time and adapt production to
suit your needs.*

Through a combination of vaccinations and
injectable or in-feed antimicrobial medication,
MSD Animal Health can assist in the control and
management of Swine Respiratory disease.*

Breathe Better.
Grow Better.
* Please seek veterinary advice for your optimal herd health program.
1. Data on file. 2. Davis RG et al. Onset and Duration of Immunity of a single dose of M+PAC. Proc. Leman Swine Conference 2003. 3. Jayappa H et al. Evaluation
of Stability and Duration of Immunity of Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae bacterin. Proc. IPVS 2000: 165. 4. Groth D, et al. Evaluation of the efficacy of M+Pac in oneand two-dose regimens against competitor one-dose M. hyopneumoniae bacterins. Allen D. Leman Swine Conference Recent Research Reports, 2001; 28 (suppl):41.

MSD Animal Health
91-105 Harpin Street, Bendigo East VIC 3550
Free Call: 1800 033 461
www.msd-animal-health.com.au

PLENARY SESSION 1
Topic 1: Where is Human Nutrition Heading and What Does it
Mean for Meat Eating?
Topic 2: Human Food Waste – Why We Must Use It

Forward Thinking: Creating Opportunities

21î22 May 2014
Gold Coast Convention & Exhibition Centre
Broadbeach QLD

SO1487/02/0114/APN

I have summarised the
costs and a number of key
business indicators in Table 1, with the Australian figures being from the
Pork CRC benchmarking
project.
CRC participating
Our benchmarking project had 23 participants
in 2012, representing herd
sizes from 500 sows to
very large herds, with
many in the 1600 to 2600
sow range.
The large or mega producers involved in the
project don’t contribute
data from all of their
herds, but the information
supplied covers the range
of production systems
they have.
While we have participants from every state
except Tasmania and a
couple from New Zealand, we’d welcome more
participants.
To learn more about the
information required and
how and when it needs to
be supplied, please contact Dr Rowan O’Hagan
(email rowanohagan@
bigpond.com or phone
0427 331 598).
The group meets at least
once annually to discuss
where everybody is at
and to enjoy presentations

Trust our comprehensive range of products.
Trust our ongoing and committed service.
Trust our consistency of supply.

RRA/MSD15001

AT the production
level, the Danes and
Dutch continue to lead
the pack with excellent/
extreme reproduction,
best Herd Feed Conversion values and highest
carcass weight sold per
sow/year, according to
the 2012 cost of production figures for selected
countries released in December.

PLENARY SESSION 2
Topic 3: Australian Pork Future Challenges and Opportunities:
A Small Producer’s Story
Topic 4: Australian Pork Future Challenges and Opportunities:
A Large Producer’s Story

Attendance assistance packages available for
Australian Pork Limited members
Sponsorship packages available for concurrent
and plenary sessions, social events and event
material – get in quick!
Trade exhibition booths selling fast!

Proudly supported by

CONCURRENT SESSIONS
Topic 1: Sow Housing
Topic 2: Enhancing Eating Quality of Pork
Topic 3: Making More From Manure
Workshop: Elanco Animal Health Workshop

Contact: Dean Kominek | PO Box 4746 Kingston ACT 2604 | P: 02 6270 8832 | F: 02 6285 2288 | E: pppe@australianpork.com.au | W: www.australianpork.com.au
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Solid-Liquid Separation Systems

Table 2 - Changes over time in some reproduction KPIs for the average, top three herds
and best herd in the Pork CRC Benchmarking project.
Year/KPI

6/7

7/8

8/9

9/10

10/11

11/12

12/13

Average

10.8

10.8

10.8

10.7

11.0

11.4

11.4

Top 3

11.4

11.5

11.6

11.7

12.5

12.7

12.5

Distributors of:

Best herd

11.7

11.9

11.7

12.0

13.4

13.7

13.4

• Submersible pumps

Pigs weaned/litter
Average

9.5

9.4

9.4

9.4

9.6

9.7

9.7

Top 3

9.7

9.8

10.2

10.3

10.7

10.8

10.7

Best Herd

10.0

10.2

10.3

10.4

11.5

11.6

11.3

22

22

21.8

22.3

23.0

23.1

23.2

Top 3

23.6

23.8

23.7

24.0

25.0

25.6

25.4

Best herd

24.0

24.0

24.1

24.1

26.8

27.4

27.0

Born alive/litter

Agricultural and Industrial

• Slurry Mixers
FAN Press
Screw
Separator

• PTO Slurry Pumps
• Bedding Recovery
Units

Weaned/sow/y
Average

• Bio-Gas Equipment

AUSTRALIAN WASTE ENGINEERING P/L
Ph: (08) 8738 2021
Fax: (08) 8738 2475
E: edan-awe@bigpond.com

Design of Effluent Systems our Specialty

Manure Spreaders

SPREADER SIZES: 6-40 TONNES
• Heavy-duty design and construction
• Ideal for all types of manure and compost
• Will also spread lime and gypsum
• Empties in less than 4 minutes
• An even spread width up to 24 metres

Ph 02 9974 2704

www.axonmachinery.com.au

Aussie pigs in global race not setting production pace
☛ from P3

Go figure
Globally, HFC differed
marginally across the
countries compared, but
if adjusted for sale weight,
we look considerably
poorer than indicated in
the table.
The Pork CRC benchmarking project shows
that HFC across our participants has plateaued
over the last three years,
although several participants have noticed significant improvement since
vaccinating for circovirus
and we should see some
improvement in the next
year.
The best herds in the
project are reporting HFC
around 3.6, which has always been our target.
We know we have the
genetics to better the target, but feed efficiency is
affected by so many factors and generally heads
south of potential once
pigs are exposed to the
rigours of commercial
production.
Nevertheless, we know
producers are achieving
values of 3.6 and below, so
it can be done.
Reproduction trends
We continually discuss
and worry about our reproductive performance.

Pig Health

pest control
Ź odour control
Ź animal health products
Ź biosecurity & farm hygiene
Ź

T: 1300 791 009

F: 1300 798 005

Orders / Customer Service - ccdsales@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
Technical / Sales - David Sherwood - 0487 777 089
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Rod Shaw - 0418 170 573

While it would be good
to wean 26+ piglets/sow/
year, the average number
weaned is similar or only
marginally behind most
other countries, except
Denmark and the Netherlands.
Indeed, if you look at Table 2, which shows changes in some reproductive
KPIs over seven years
from our benchmarking
project, you’ll note the top
herds are weaning 10.5
and more pigs /litter and
25.0-25.5 pigs/sow/year
and there has been a general improvement in reproduction over time.
Some of the improvement is associated with
‘better’ herds joining the
benchmarking project
over time and the best
herd, which is weaning
13.5 pigs per litter and 27
pigs per sow/y, is in NZ
and the sows are housed
in stalls in gestation.
We need these better
herds in the project, so
all participants can see
what’s possible and learn
how the better herds
achieve their figures.
Nevertheless,
there
are Australian herds
approaching 26 pigs
weaned/sow/year, so there
are some reasonably good
genetics out there.
There is no obvious
change in reproduction
reflected in the average
or top three herds over the
period when participants
moved from stall to group
housing of pregnant sows,
although in 2011/2012
participants were expecting a marked improvement in piglets born and
in reproduction in general,
but this did not eventuate.
I also don’t know which
participants have yet to
move to group housing,
so it’s a little confusing,
but I can say there is no
evidence in the indicators
in Table 2 of a marked
decline in reproduction at
any point during the past
three to four years.
Participant farrowing
rate also showed a continual improvement during
the same period, with an
obvious dip in the fourth
quarter of each year.
Pigs born alive and
weaned/sow/year shows
the same seasonal pattern.
Great expectations
Based on recent Pork
CRC project outcomes,
especially the feeding/
nutrition of group housed
gestating sows, we are
seeing some excellent
reproduction (farrowing
rates and litter sizes) associated with higher feeding
levels in early gestation,
particularly for parity 1
and 2 sows and some good
results associated with
feeding younger sows carbohydrate supplements in
the last week of lactation.

I’m not sure such ‘technologies’ will markedly
improve reproduction, but
things should go forward
and we’ll keep you updated as results come in.
I’m also not sure we’ll
ever match the Danes and
Dutch in reproduction and
maybe should set our target at 26-27 pigs/weaned/
sow/year, which means we
need to wean 11-12 pigs/
litter and have 13-14 pigs
born alive per litter.
We know from our research in commercial
herds that the ‘better’
sows consistently have litters of 13-14 born alive
and wean 86-90 percent
of these.
It is the lower litter size
sows and gilts that bring
the average down, probably due to a genetic replacement challenge.
The good news is our average born alive for sows
is 11.5 (total born: 12.5)
and the top herds are approaching 13 (total born:
14.3).
If the trends continue
and we can increase gilt
litter size, I think some
will get there in the not
too distant future. I’ll
keep you informed.
The most improvement
we’ve seen over time has
been in pre-weaning survival, which improved
linearly from 06/07 to
12/13 and in sow turnover, which improved every
year for the first three to
four years of the project
and has levelled out at 5355 percent.
Table talk
It is obvious from Table
1 that reproduction comes
a distant second to carcass
weight when comparing
carcass weight sold/sow/
year across the different
countries.
In this respect, we are
32 percent lower than the
Dutch and 19 percent lower than the USA and these
differences are reflected
in relative overhead costs
and illustrated best by
comparing Australia and
Canada in Table 1: similar feed costs and HFC,

but marked difference in
COP.
We know the reasons for
this and that it doesn’t
indicate revenue/sow/year,
which may be a better financial indicator, but it’s
clear that a higher price is
required to cover the extra
cost of production and in a
global market this may be
not be sustainable.
Clearly we need to continue to work on differentiating our industry and
our pork from the rest of
the world, on selling more
pigs/sow/year and convincing the supply chain
that heavier weight pigs
may benefit all stakeholders (or participants).
As with improving reproduction, progress may
be slow, but we know
that producers who sell
heavier carcasses have a
financial advantage in the
current market.
SA day
At the Pork CRC supported South Australian
Pig Industry Day at Roseworthy campus on Friday,
February 21, I will talk
on our Pork CRC benchmarking program, including what we’re seeing
with performance across
Australia in group housing compared to stalls
and/or part stalls.
Later on the same day,
I’ll talk on research outcomes critical for success
in group housing.
I’ll go into what has been
identified in research to
date, what is proposed and
I’ll ask SA producers what
they think are the priorities to focus on based on
their experiences in transitioning to date.
Very latest
The very latest research
outcomes on sow welfare
and reproduction of the effects of floor space, mixing pens and when sows
are mixed (at weaning or
after mating), will be presented and discussed at
the upcoming sow workshops in Toowoomba and
Melbourne on April 2 and
4 respectively.
www.porkcrc.com.au

Brian Luxford Pork CRC Program 2 leader with Dr
Rowan O’Hagan at the 2011 Adelaide launch of the
CRC for High Integrity Australian Pork.
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Monday’s
media
madness
I MUST say I joyously
welcomed back a new
season of Monday night
current affairs on the national broadcaster, ABC
TV.
For me the line-up in
timeslot order of 7.30
Report, Australian Story,
Media Watch, Four Corners and Q&A is just
about the perfect start to
any week, at least from
the perspective of engaging debate, news analysis,
human interest and the
like.
Now whether or not the
ABC has a left wing bias
is not really for me to say.
Interestingly, albeit not
surprisingly, our national
ag boss, aka Agriculture
Minister Barnaby Joyce,
verbally and humorously
jostled as only Barnaby
can with Q&A host Tony
Jones.
Barnaby’s classic closing comment on Q&A
was to say he was looking
forward to a few sherbets
(beers I take it) with his
“mad lefty mates at the
ABC” after the show.
Mr ‘not so jocular’ Jones
harped on and on about
the Federal Government’s
attitude to the ABC and,
in particular, the PM’s recent comments re how the
ABC covered allegations
of the Royal Australian
Navy ‘torturing’ asylum
seekers and the Indonesian spying scandal.
Oddly, and no TV news
show does it better than
Q&A in terms of pitting
foe against foe on the
same panel, a highlight
was federal Opposition
Deputy Leader Tanya
Plibersek,
effectively
coming to the defence of
‘foe Joyce’ when she tried
her hardest to convince
the host that Barnaby was
actually making sense on
a few matters.
I always find it refreshing when arch enemies
from opposite sides of the
political fence can actually have the good grace to
not incessantly nit-pick at
each other and to publicly
agree when it comes to
such important and delicate issues as international diplomacy and foreign
affairs, for example.
I particularly enjoyed the
debate raised by a young
journalism graduate in the
Q&A audience about the
obligation, at least in his
starry eyes, for journalists
to report something just
because it’s true.
This is where Barnaby
and Tanya agreed, once
again, with both arguing
that just because something is known or found
to be true shouldn’t necessitate its publication.
Tanya said: “I think the
other point Barnaby was
making is just because
something is interesting,
it doesn’t mean it is in the
public’s interest.”
Both probably got a bit
muddled in their examples
of where the journalistic
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What are we going to do differently?
THEY say there is nothing as certain as death
and taxes.
They’re wrong. Death
and taxes are fairly certain and so is change.
If we all went back three
years none of us would
have guessed that pig
pricing seasonality would
have almost disappeared,
we’d be more than halfway through a voluntary
removal of sow stalls or
that in 2013, a year of high
grain prices, the average
Australian pig farmer still
made a positive margin.
Together
we
have
changed some things, and
we still face challenges.
The industry “Current
Situation” facts that were
discussed at the Australian Pork Limited Delegates meeting in May
2012 included:
• Ninety percent of Australian pork is sold in
Australia
• At 10 percent share of
fresh meat and 24 percent

Marketing Matters
by PETER HAYDON
General Manager Marketing

of total meat, there remain
opportunities to grow domestically,
• At 0.2 percent of international pork trade, there
remain opportunities to
grow exports
• Australian pork at
farm gate is 45 percent
more expensive than the
global average price
• Australian cost of both
production and processing
is not currently globally
competitive
• Our nearest geographic neighbour has just al-

lowed imports of fresh
pork.
It’s not just our industry that is changing, some
facts and forecasts borrowed from an SAP report, highlighting just five
themes that will have impacts on our industry are:
1. The
world
has
changed for some already,
it’s not just us – the number of pieces of mail in
first world countries has
fallen by 80 percent.
2. The future of communication is mobile and

video (at least viewable)
– at the end of 2013 there
were more mobile device
connected to the internet
than were people on earth.
3. Retailers are changing
slower than consumers.
4. City dwellers will
represent more than 50
percent of global population by 2050; they will get
increasingly disconnected
from the farm.
5. Young people trust
other people (not ones they
know) more than they do
organisations, particularly
big organisations.
So what to do?
The first and most urgent issue is obviously
make money today.
I read somewhere that
the long term is made up
of a series of short terms.
Once we have accepted
that change is going to
happen whether we want
it or not, we are free to
take a role in creating the
change rather than reacting to it.

For marketing, 20 years
from now some consumers will still be cost effectively reachable by TV
and radio, others however
will not.
As a consequence, APL
is on a track to bring digital marketing (email, web
marketing and social media) in-house rather than
outsource it to specialists
in this area.
We know we have to
build the skills for the
industry to continue to
communicate with smaller groups of consumers.
For now the question
that as yet remains unanswered is: “How does the
industry plan to change in
order to influence rather
than react to tomorrow?”
Almost all the APL delegates took part in teleconferences on this subject before Christmas.
It’s certain that pretty
soon we will have to stop
discussing and make some
choices.

Cant Comment
by
BRENDON CANT
obligation pact would fall
down, with Tanya saying
it’d be wrong to report her
having an illicit affair, if
she was having one that is,
and Barnaby suggesting
that if a journalist found
out sensitive home truths
about residents of his own
street and published them,
he or she might find their
house burnt to the ground.
The daughter of migrants from Slovenia, Tanya should know a thing
or two about journalism,
having studied communications at university.
After graduating she
worked in the Domestic Violence Unit of the
NSW Ministry for the
Status and Advancement
of Women and earned
a Master of Politics and
Public Policy at Macquarie University.
She was elected to the
Australian Parliament as
federal member for Sydney in 1998.
Barnaby, albeit with his
father James Joyce sharing a name with a 20th
century Irish literary giant, doesn’t have quite the
same contemporary communications pedigree.
Born in Tamworth NSW
and raised in Woolbrook
as one of six children on
a sheep and cattle farm,
he graduated with a commerce degree from the University of New England.
Elected to the Senate for
Queensland in 2004 (term
began July 1, 2005) and
2010, he resigned in August 2013 to successfully
stand for the House of
Representatives for New
England, NSW.
With only six sleeps to
go before next Monday’s
Q&A, I look forward to
some more vigorous communications debate with
panellists Minister for
Communications Malcolm Turnbull, Shadow
Attorney General Mark
Dreyfus, comedian and
broadcaster Dave Hughes
and columnist for The
Australian Janet Albrechtsen.
Until then, sleep tight.
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Waste not want not
MEGAN Hawley recently
commenced a PhD project, co-funded by the
Pork CRC as part of Pork
CRC Program 4 (Carbon
conscious nutrient inputs
and outputs), in the School
of the Environment at
Flinders University, SA.

Megan Hawley
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She has a Bachelor of
Science degree in microbiology and molecular
biology and an Honours
degree in environmental
health.
Her research aimed to
improve the assessment of
the risk to human health
associated with consumption of wastewater-irrigated lettuce.

‘Advanced integrated treatment of pig slurry for algal
biomass production and improved pig health’
Megan Hawley, Pork CRC PhD candidate, School of the Environment,
Flinders University, South Australia
Supervisor: Prof Howard Fallowfield, Flinders University
About algae
According to Megan,
Australia’ pork industry is
actively looking to reduce
its environmental impact,
particularly associated
with greenhouse gas emissions.
Her project is in response
to the recommendation of
the Pork CRC commissioned review ‘Algae for
Energy & Feed: a wastewater solution’, which recommended research into
the integrated treatment of
piggery slurry, including
investigation of the potential for algae to further
treat the wastewater and
as a source of biomass for
energy production.
The majority of Australian piggeries dispose of
wastewater in deep ponds
that operate with anaerobic bacteria to produce a
biogas, which is rich in
methane.
Some piggeries harvest
this biogas and flare off
the methane component.
A very few piggeries use
the methane in co-generators to produce electricity.
Anaerobic ponds accumulate ammonia and retain significant pathogen
levels.
This water is frequently
reused as flushing water
within the piggery, which
may result in adverse
health effects to exposed
pigs, reducing growth
rates and increasing feed
costs.
Further, at high pH the
ammonia prevents the
growth of algae on the pig
slurry.
CRC project
Megan’s project will investigate the first stage of
an integrated approach to
wastewater treatment to
remove the ammonia and
pathogens and enable subsequent algal growth on
piggery wastewater.
Aerobic treatment has
been found to be an ef-

fective removal strategy,
capable of oxidising ammonia to a non-toxic form
of nitrate.
Further, the metabolic
energy produced by naturally occurring bacteria
treating the waste can be
recovered and may be
used around the farm as
hot water to be used for
such things as replacing
the electrical energy used
in heat pads.
Since anaerobic digestion plays a key role in
current piggery treatment
strategies, Megan’s project
will investigate the integration of anaerobic processes with aerobic treatment and high rate algal
ponds for the removal of
ammonia, pathogenic organisms and energy production.
Slurry solution
The project, which aims
to examine aerobic treatment of pig slurry from an
anaerobic pond to enable
successful algal growth
on treated effluent, links
into a larger project run
by Flinders University
in SA that is looking to
generate heat, energy and
quality wash water from
integrated aerobic and al-

gal treated pig slurry to
help the industry reduce
environmental impacts.
A laboratory scaled aerobic reactor will be used
throughout the research.
Chemical and microbial analyses will be performed on slurry treated
in the laboratory scaled
aerobic reactor to assess
the ammonia removal and
pathogen reduction potential of the integrated treatment train under a range of
experimental conditions.
Integrated treatment
Results from this study
will help evaluate an integrated treatment system
for the disinfection of piggery slurry, which could
lead to its use in piggeries
around Australia.
It will provide valuable
information regarding the
optimal conditions needed
to assist and run an onfarm scaled system, enhance wastewater quality
for reuse in pig sheds, reduce production costs and
enable algal biomass production for energy as part
of the larger project run in
South Australia.
Contact Megan Hawley, email hawl0006@
flinders.edu.au

Avoiding swill
saves bacon
PIG producers, together with restaurants
and food outlets that
provide food waste for
pig consumption are
being reminded that
swill feeding is illegal
throughout Australia.
Anyone caught feeding swill to pigs could
face significant fines
under state legislation.
The stern reminder
follows a recent Victorian Department of
Environment and Primary Industries survey
of regional Victorian
restaurants, hotels and
other food outlets.
The survey revealed
that about 12 percent
of the 613 businesses
surveyed provided food
waste to pig owners,
with a handful of businesses now facing
prosecution for the provision of swill to pig
owners.
Animal Health Australia’s chief executive
officer Kathleen Plowman said pork producers should visit www.
farmbiosecurity.com.au
to learn about approved
feeding practices and
feed types for Australia’s pig industry.
“The Farm Biosecurity website has a specific page for pig producers,” she said.
“This page is your
one-stop-shop for vital
information on protecting your pigs through
good on-farm biosecurity practices, including information on
safe feeding methods
and why swill feeding
should be avoided at all
costs.

“Farm Biosecurity
helps secure your farm
and secure your future.”
Ms Plowman said
swill is food waste containing meat or any other mammalian products
or by-products, excluding milk.
“This also includes
imported dairy products and any foods
that have been in contact with meat, such as
leftover vegetables on
a plate from a Sunday
roast, or even the leftover ham and cheese
roll,” she said.
“Swill could contain
viruses such as African swine fever, foot
and mouth disease and
Aujeszky’s disease, all
of which could have
far reaching impacts
on Australia’s livestock
industry.
“Avoiding swill is a
simple case of ‘prevention is much better and
cheaper than the cure’.”
AHA is a not-forprofit member-funded
company that works
to protect and improve
animal health within
Australia.
It does this through
its partnerships with
industries and governments, which helps keep
Australia disease free,
builds the sustainability
of our livestock industries and promotes the
humane use of animals
for food, companionship, recreation and
sport.
To learn more about
Animal Health Australia, visit www.animal
healthaustralia.com.au
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Big visionary helped create D’Orsogna smallgoods empire
TOMMASO D’Orsogna
(1918-2014), born to
mother Concetta and
father Luigi in an old
house a few kilometres
from the pre-Roman
city of Lanciano in the
province of Chieti and
region of Abruzzo, Italy,
travelled to Fremantle,
Western Australia in
1933 with older brother
Cesare.
By 1949, having battled
harsh environments and
other challenges including working at Wiluna, a
tough town 1000km east
of Perth on the edge of the
Western Desert and being interned during World
War II at Harvey in WA’s
south-west, Tommaso was
married to his beloved
Maria and had started T.
D’Orsogna Family Butcher in West Perth.
It quickly grew and
evolved into D’Orsogna
Brothers (Tommaso, Gio-

vanni and Cesare), which
today, although still headquartered in WA, also has
a significant production,
sales and marketing presence in eastern Australia
and employs 500 or so
people.
Its smallgoods products,
many of which are highly
innovative in their food
style and packaging, enjoy
an enviable national reputation and brand recognition, being stocked by the
supermarket majors and
with significant market
penetration in the food
service and delicatessen
sectors.
D’Orsogna managing
director Brad Thomason,
delivering one of the two
eulogies at Tommaso’s
St Mary’s Cathedral funeral service in Perth,
described him as a man
devoted to his wife, children and grandchildren,
but who also treated his

employees at D’Orsogna
with similar respect, care
and love.
“Tommaso, or Mr Tom
as he was affectionately
known in the factory, was
a visionary and a man
who knew there was never
any value in sitting still,
but there was always value
in looking ahead and stepping forward in a considered and measured way,”
Mr Thomason said.
At the tender age of
15 and freshly landed in
Wiluna, Tommaso, or Tom
as he was by that time
known, was too young to
work in the mines with his
father and brother Cesare,
so he secured a job at the
piggery and abattoir on
the edge of town.
Known as Wiluna Meat
Supply, it became his
initiation into the meat
industry and laid the
groundwork for a lifetime
of commitment to an in-

D’Orsogna managing director Brad Thomason (right) with D’Orsogna family board
members (L to R) Marco (nephew of Tom), Tina and Eugenio.

dustry he quickly grew
to love.
He started his day at
dawn, with a horse and
cart, collecting food
scraps from miners’
camps to feed the pigs.
Soon after turning 16 he
began an apprenticeship
in the smallgoods factory
attached to the Lakeway
butcher shop in Wiluna,
where he worked 12 hour
days, six days a week under Harry Hunter, a gentle
natured World War I returned serviceman.
Beset with health problems after being gassed on
the Western Front, Harry
later became seriously ill
and while being visited
regularly in hospital by
Tom, he decided to share
his secret smallgoods recipes with his keen young
apprentice.
This would effectively
change Tom’s life forever.
When World War II
broke out in 1939, Tom
lost his job and, as was
the case with many Italians, was interned for four
years at Fremantle gaol,
Harvey, Kalgoorlie and
Loveday in South Australia, along with his brothers
Cesare and Giovanni.
Returning to WA in
1944, Tom worked at the
Rob Jetty abattoir south
of Fremantle before later
moving to Melbourne,
working by day in the
continental smallgoods
factory of Otto Wurth and
at night as a waiter at
Mario’s Restaurant in Exhibition St.
He moved back to Perth
and started the West Perth
butcher shop and the rest
is history.

When Tom’s son Luigi
D’Orsogna delivered his
heartfelt eulogy at the January 18 funeral, he spoke
of how his papa was always immensely proud of
the family involvement in
the business, which today
includes his children, devoted son-in-law, nephew
and nieces.
“Papa had a great affinity to the working class
because of his origins and
past experience and he
dedicated his life to the
community with the same
boundless energy, determination, generosity and
humility as he showed in
his business activities,” Dr
D’Orsogna said.
A recipient of numerous awards and honours

during his lifetime, Tom
D’Orsogna was particularly proud of the 1967
Cavaliere de Merito della
Republica Italiana he received from the Italian
Government for his contribution to the Italian
community and for ItaloAustralian relations and
the 1988 Order of Australia in recognition of his
contribution to the community.
After receiving the
sad news of Tom’s passing on January 8, Brad
Thomason said his widely
admired work ethic and
generosity made him an
inspiration to his family,
his business, his 500 or so
employees at D’Orsogna
and the WA community.

“From very humble beginnings, he helped build
a smallgoods enterprise
that has proudly served
West Australians the finest of continental meats
for more than 60 years,”
he said.
“For many West Australians, Christmas wouldn’t
be the same without a
D’Orsogna ham and I
know Tomasso was proud
of that tradition and the
sense of family it brought
to the table.
“He was devoted to
his wife Maria and their
children Concetta (Tina),
Luigi, Loreta and Eugenio
and will long be remembered and respected as a
pioneer and visionary.”
Brendan Cant

CHRIS RICHARDS & ASSOCIATES

INVESTING IN THE FUTURE OF THE PIG INDUSTRY
• Financial commitment to Pork CRC and pig health R&D programs
• Participation in APL health and welfare portfolios
• Sponsorship of VFF Pig Group, NSW FF, Pork SA, and QPCG
• Investment in piggery breeding and R&D facilities
• Sponsorship support of clients’ community and sporting
organisations

• CRA Client Conference and Pub N Pork Meetings - delivering
new health and welfare information from Australian and
international experts

• Provision of pig industry scholarships at the University of Adelaide
Roseworthy campus

www.chrisrichards.com.au
www.porknews.com.au

•

Phone: 1800 426 142

•

Fax: 03 5443 3829
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2014 Ron Collins
Memorial Travel Award
$33/,&$7,216DUHEHLQJVRXJKWIRUWKH3DQ3DFLÀF3RUN([SR
– Ron Collins Memorial Travel Award 2014

THE storm season
is off and running in
Queensland, not to
mention the severe
heat waves across the
various states.
While Mother Nature
can strike anywhere
and at any time, you
will come out of an
event better if you are
prepared.
As cyclone Dylan
approached the coast
of North Queensland
in late January, Pork
Queensland Inc. director and pig producer
Robyn Boundy from
Mareeba contacted the
producers who were
likely to be impacted by
the cyclone with some
helpful suggestions.
Having been through
cyclones Larry and Yasi, Robyn had first-hand
experience to assist and
advise producers in
preparing for the event.
This time thankfully
there was no reported
damage to any pig facilities.
Whether it is a cyclone, flood or fire,
many producers find
themselves underprepared and this article is
to challenge your level
of readiness.
Some of the things
you should consider include a list of emergency contacts from police, State Emergency

The Ron Collins Memorial Travel Award is proudly sponsored and supported
E\WKH3DQ3DFL¿F3RUN([SR&RPPLWWHH$XVWUDOLDQ3RUN/LPLWHGDQGWKH
Australian Pork Newspaper.
7KH 3DQ 3DFL¿F 3RUN ([SR ZDV FUHDWHG DV DQ HYHQW WKDW ZRXOG DWWUDFW ERWK
international and local pig communities to meet and share information and
ideas. $VZHOOLWSURYLGHGWKH$XVWUDOLDQSLJLQGXVWU\ZLWKWKHLGHDOIRUXP
in which to showcase the local industry.
7KH¿UVW333(ZDVKHOGLQ2FWREHULQ%ULVEDQH7KHLQDXJXUDOHYHQWZDV
a huge success leading to continuation of the event biennially. Ron Collins was
RQHRIWKHOHDGHUVRIDJURXSRILQGXVWU\IRUZDUGWKLQNHUVZKREURXJKW333(
LQWROLIH+HZDVDOVRWKHRZQHUHGLWRUDQGSXEOLVKHURI$XVWUDOLD¶VOHDGLQJSLJ
industry newspaper Australian Pork Newspaper.
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%HQ &ROOLQV Through his beloved APN Ron continued throughout his life to
support every aspect of the Australian pig industry.
Tragically in 2003 Ron passed away after a battle with cancer. In memory of
WKHWLUHOHVVZRUNDQGVXSSRUW5RQJDYHWKHLQGXVWU\WKH5RQ&ROOLQV0HPRULDO
±3DQ3DFL¿F3RUN([SR7UDYHO$ZDUGZDVHVWDEOLVKHG
PURPOSE OF THE AWARD
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designed to assist a person involved in any part of the industry supply chain
to travel overseas and further investigate a nominated innovative topic that
ZRXOGEHRIEHQH¿WWR$XVWUDOLD¶VSRUNLQGXVWU\
AWARD VALUE
7KHWRWDODZDUGLVYDOXHGDWXSWR2YHUVHDVWUDYHOOLPLWHGWR
CLOSING DATE
All applications must be received by the Committee by close of business
0RQGD\$SULO. No late applications will be accepted.
For further information and application forms contact:
:D\QH%UDGVKDZRQRUHPDLOZEUDGVKDZ#MHIRFRP
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OVERDOSING zinc
in feed for just-weaned
piglets could encourage
the occurrence of drug
resistant bacteria according to Prof Dr Jürgen
Zentek from the Free

Better digestionÊÅÉËÆÆÅÈÊ
optimal performance
Add the power of Phytogenics to your diet:
• A unique blend of herbs, essential oils and
¼ËÄ¹Ê¿ÅÄ·ÂŲ·ÌÅËÈÉ
ƷÈÅÌ»Ä¿ÄÉ¹¿»Ä¹»·ÄºÆÈ·¹Ê¿¹»
• Tailored to the animal’s needs

BIOMIN Australia Pty Ltd,
PO Box 2344, Carlingford NSW 2118
»ÂƓʷʹƖˀʿʾʹʽʺʹʻƑÃ·¿ÂƓÅů¹»Ɣ·ËÉÊÈ·Â¿·ʤ¸¿ÅÃ¿ÄƔÄ»Ê

º¿½»ÉÊ·ÈÅÃƔ¸¿ÅÃ¿ÄƔÄ»Ê
Naturally
Naturally ahead
ahead
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President’s Perspective
by JOHN COWARD

Services, fire services
and the disaster control
centre for your area.
Power supply is one
of the first services
that can be lost, so contact numbers need to
be readily available, as
should your alternative
service option.
Testing backup generators and having adequate fuel supplies is a
good start.
Some
emergency
roofing material is also
a good consideration,
as while the SES can
assist, it will prioritise
public demand first.
With strong wind a
common occurrence in
storms and cyclones,
checking and tightening feed bin and auger
tie-downs can limit disruptions from potential
damage to these structures.
To assist in addressing the potentials, you
should think about
what you would do and
who would be involved
if any of your critical
supports were dam-

aged or lost.
Identify all the key
elements of your operation and record them on
paper, and the actions
you would take if required.
This should include
suppliers of feed, and
don’t forget staff who
may not be able to get
to work in a flood or
fire situation.
This document and
the key contact numbers should be part of
your emergency response plans and kept
in a handy position to
use if required.
By developing an
emergency response
plan you and your staff
will be better prepared
to manage a disaster
event and limit its impact on your business.
Pork Qld Inc. has
three directors trained
as industry liaison officers to assist government and industry recover from a disaster
event, whether a natural disaster or an exotic
disease outbreak.

Overdosing zinc in feed could
encourage antibiotic resistance

Send completed applications to:
'DUU\O'¶6RX]D
Ron Collins Memorial Travel Award
&$XVWUDOLDQ3RUN/LPLWHG
32%R[
.LQJVWRQ$&7
or email
GDUU\OGVRX]D#DXVWUDOLDQSRUNFRPDX

Be prepared

University, Berlin, Germany.
Prof Zentek spoke at an
international conference
in Breda, the Netherlands,
around the use of zinc in
piglet feed.
Zinc as zinc oxide is
usually used as piglet feed
additive to avoid postweaning diarrhoea.
Application of zinc
comes with precision, as
too high volumes of zinc
in feed are known to end
up in the environment.
Usage in the European
Union for that reason is
restricted to 150mg/kg
feed.
Prof Zentek emphasised
that not only the environment can be negatively
affected by zinc – the piglets themselves can be too.
“Zinc has a very clear
impact on the bacterial
profile,” he said.
Recent trials indicate
that at high levels zinc
can cause a significant increase of multidrug-resistant E. coli.
In addition, at higher
dosages, use of zinc can
lead to a significant increase of E. coli genetic
diversity.
Other bacteria, like lactobacilli, appear to be sensitive and populations can
go down.
Prof Zentek pointed to
zinc’s ‘Janus head’: “Too
much zinc can be toxic,
can have unwanted anti-

microbial effects.
“And too little does not
support growth as it is an
essential trace element.”
Environment
The effect of zinc on
the environment was explained by Dr Eric Smolders from the division Soil
and Water Management at
the University of Leuven,
Belgium.
Dr Smolders said that
setting limits for zinc usage like the EU did is all a
matter of risk assessment.
“There is a danger, but
on a low level. It is not
about tomorrow, but about
the next 150-300 years,”
he said.
“Zinc is a metal that is
not biodegradable.
“All that we add today
will stay in the soil.
“It depends on a regulatory choice on what timeframe we are looking at.
“So the usage of zinc
versus antibiotics is a balancing of risk.”

Prof Dr Jürgen Zentek
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Pork CRC project leader profile
■ Project 4B-110: Further development of a reactive lysine NIR
calibration for soybean meal
A PORK CRC project
leader in Subprogram 4B
‘Enhanced use of traditional protein and energy
sources’, Jae Kim is a research officer at the Department of Agriculture
and Food Western Australia and an adjunct senior lecturer in the School
of Veterinary and Life
Sciences at Murdoch
University, WA.
Jae commenced his
animal science career by
completing his BSc (Animal Science) degree in
1990 at Chungnam National University, South
Korea.
He then spent about four
years in the local feed processing industry, gaining
considerable industry experience, before returning
to university.
Before completing his
MSc (Nutritional Science)
degree at Massey University, New Zealand in 1999,
he was partly investigating the Premium Grains
for Livestock Industry
Program with Prof John
Pluske.
Jae came to Australia
in 1999 and obtained his
PhD from Murdoch University in 2004.
Before being appointed a
Research Officer at DAFWA, he received post-doctoral training at Murdoch
University until 2005.
At DAFWA, Jae does
diverse nutrition research,
including energy and
amino acid utilisation efficiency, role of non-starch
polysaccharides and protein on clinical expression
of haemolytic post-wean-

ing diarrhoea and the role
of nutrition for chronic
immune system activation.
Rapid screening
Jae’s research in the
Pork CRC Project 4B-110
focused on developing a
rapid screening tool for
protein quality in soybean
meal and soy protein concentrate, using Near-Infrared-Spectroscopy.
Oilseed meals such as
SBM have been scrutinised recently because
heat processing during the
oil extraction process severely decreases bioavailability of lysine, the most
important amino acid.
Bioavailable lysine (reactive lysine) refers to
lysine available for body
protein deposition after digestion and absorption in
the small intestine.
The problem the pig
industry currently has in
evaluating protein quality is that laboratory techniques to measure reactive
lysine content in a protein
meal are too complicated,
time consuming and expensive.
Therefore, the possibility of developing a NIR
calibration that offers a

fast, economic and robust
test of reactive lysine was
investigated.
Analysing lysine
Until this project was
initiated, there was no
Australian laboratory analysing reactive lysine content and samples had been
sent overseas for analysis.
DAFWA
biochemistry team started from
scratch and successfully
established reactive lysine
analysis using the homoarginine technique in the
Animal Health Laboratory, DAFWA.
This is an important development as the bioavailability of lysine in heat
treated protein ingredients
can now be tested within
Australia at significantly
lower cost and in a shorter
time than previously possible.
The earlier Pork CRC
Project 1B-112 ‘Quantification of the variability in
the amino acid and reactive lysine content of soybean meal and development of a NIR calibration
for rapid prediction of reactive lysine content’ then
established a NIR calibration for reactive lysine in
soybean meal samples.
The project initially collected 216 samples from
the major SBM producing
countries, including USA,
Brazil, Argentina, China
and India.
There was a 27 percent
variation in reactive lysine
content (21.9g – 30.1g/kg as
is basis) across all samples
and 13 percent variation
within shipment samples,
suggesting wide variation

in reactive lysine content
in SBM samples and the
use of spot-sampling to
analyse reactive lysine
content can be a dangerous practice.
The first version of the
calibration was established but had a weak
predictability for reactive
lysine content in soybean
meal.
Stronger prediction
Therefore, Pork CRC
Project 4B-110 was initiated to strengthen the predictability of the existing
SBM reactive lysine NIR
calibration to the level
applicable for robust and
reliable measurement of
reactive lysine content.
This project collected
93 additional samples of
SBM and soy protein concentrate to further extend
the range of calibration.
Based on 309 samples
from 1B-112 and 4B-110,
a NIR calibration was established.
The updated calibration
predicts total and reactive
lysine with the standard
error of cross validations
of ±1.02g/kg and ±0.96g/kg
(as is basis), respectively,
with R2 of 0.94 and 0.95.
These values mean that
the total and reactive lysine contents of unknown
soybean samples should
be predicted with 95 percent confidence to be
within 2.04 and 1.92g/kg
of the actual value.
Clearer calibration
As not all reactive lysine in a soybean meal are
digested and absorbed in
the small intestine of pigs,
additional calibrations

were established to predict
standardised ileal digestible reactive lysine content, which is the reactive
lysine ultimately available
for protein deposition.
The linear regression
equations developed from
the previous in vivo experiment (Pork CRC
Project 1B-112) where
standardised ileal digestibility was determined in
growing pigs after feeding
a range of heat damaged
soybean meal were used
for regression of SID reactive lysine in the 309
samples.
Based on these data, a
calibration for prediction
of SID reactive lysine was
established with a similar
accuracy.
Therefore, the version
two calibration can now
predict reactive lysine
content and ileal digestible reactive lysine content
in SBM and soy protein
concentrate in one scan
and more accurately.
Project leader
Dr Jae Kim also leads
Pork CRC Project 4B-120
‘Commercial validation
study for sulphur amino
acid requirement in finisher pigs’ and Pork CRC
Project 2C-110 ‘Dietary
manipulation of the proinflammatory cascade to
minimise impacts on production and health indices
in weaner pigs experimentally infected with an enterotoxigenic strain of E.
coli’.
Contact Dr Jae Kim,
email
jae.kim@agric.
wa.gov.au

Dr Jae Kim

25%
o
t
p
u
Save
use
and mo
on rat
ith the
w
s
t
i
a
b
i
-ÕÀiwÀ
range.

Surefire
Rat & Mouse Baits
Australian made for Australian conditions

All Weather Rodenticide
Blocks 8kg

Zinc Phosphide Mouse Bait
10kg

Controls rats and mice including those resistant
to warfarin. A block bait that can be used in
dry or damp conditions. For use in and around
buildings.

For the control of mice in broadacre crops.

Broma Blocks 8kg
For the control of rats and mice including those
resistant to other anticoagulants. For use around
buildings.

Broma Grain Bait 15kg
Ready to use grain-based bait for the control of
rats and mice. For use in and around buildings.

Rodent Station Large
Large bait chamber recommended for use with
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Rodent Station Small
Small bait chamber recommended for use with
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Here’s my Card
This is a quick and easy way to locate the
right people for any number of specialist
services and facilities in the pig industry.
Whatever the job you need to accomplish,
here’s a group of business cards that
guarantee you the best available.

A.P.S.

Unit 14, 2 Link Drive
Yatala QLD 4207
Australia

Quantum

PowerLimited

Kunal Kumar
Business Development
Manager

T +61 7 3177 1040
M +61 405 412 078
kunal@quantumpower.com.au
www.quantumpower.com.au

Neil GANNON - 0458 634554
684
Sam CUSTODIO - 0425 055
889
610
4
041
AH
Bernard CHU

BIOMIN Australia Pty Ltd
2118
PO Box 2344, Carlingford NSW
9872 5139
Tel: 02 9872 6324, Fax: 02
LQQHW
HPDLORI¿FHDXVWrDOLD#ELRP
www.biomin.net

AUSSIE PORK
SUPPLIERS PTY LTD

John McLeish
Specialty Feed Ingredients
Sales Manager

James Bredhauer
8 King St
Ph: 07 4162 2233
PO Box 1187
Fax: 07 4162 4804
Kingaroy Qld 4610
Mob: 0427 549 373
Email: jamesb@aussieporksuppliers.com.au
ABN: 92 115 191 056

ACE Laborator y Services
12 Gildea Lane Bendigo East,

Vic 3550

ADM Australia Pty Ltd
Suite 1003 Level 10, 1 Newland Street
Bondi Junction 2022
T (07) 5570 6222
Sydney Australia
F (07) 5570 6333
m
dm.co
John.McLeish@a
M 0419 740 814
www.adm.com/australia

A MEMB ER OF ARCHE R DANIE LS MIDLA
ND COMPA NY

ND COMPA NY
A MEMB ER OF ARCHE R DANIE LS MIDLA

David Sherwood

B.AppSc.(Agriculture)

Rod Shaw

Sales Manager

Area Sales Manager – Southern

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340

MOBILE:

0487 777 089

MOBILE:

ORDERS
APVMA Licensed Manufacturer

AQIS QC2 Containment Facility

.au
Email: info@acelabservices.com

PH : (03) 5443 9665
FAX: (03) 5443 9669

PO Box 6101 White Hills, Vic 3550

TEL: 1300
FAX:1300

ORDERS

791 009
798 005

TEL: 1300
FAX:1300

david@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au

T I O N S™
INSPIRED MOLECULAR SOLU

Country Manager (AgriFood Australia)

mob: 0439 136 602
matthew.henry@kemin.com

INSPIRED M
OLECULAR

FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT
ON CROPS AND PASTURES

S O L U T I O N S™

Volume capacity –
18m3/hr to 90m3/hr

Technical Services Manag

er – Pacific
mob: 0412 888 485
rick.carter@kemin.com
m

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071,
Sydney, Australia & New Zealand
Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544

a.grieve@becfeedsolutions.com.au

(03) 9699

way, Killara NSW 2071,
Sydney, Australia & New
Zealand
Phone: 61 2 9844 5700
| Fax: 61 2 9418 2544

Avril Grieve

CUSTOMER SERVICE 1300 884 593

Spray width to 36m and
runs up to 330m

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific High

PhD BAgSc (Animal Sc), BArts (Psyc)
PRODUCT MANAGER/PREMIX FORMULATION
PH +617 3723 9861

791 009
798 005

rod@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au

Rick Carter, PhD

Matt Henry

0418 170 573

1300 884 593
Customer Service

PH +617 3723

9800

FAX +617 3271

3080

CustomerService@becfeedsol

utions.com.au

50 & 66 Antimony Street, Caro
le Park Qld 4300
PO BOX 475, Goodna Qld 4300

7355

www.reevegroup.com.au

Wor ld Lead ers in Pig Gen etics
PIC Australia

To contact your local
PIC Sales Representative visit
www.picaustralia.com.au/contact

PIC Australia

PO Box 39
Grong Grong
NSW 2652

Tel: +61 2 6956 2105
Fax: +61 2 6956 2203
Email: info@picaustralia.com.au

Dave Roberts Dip. Agr. Sci
Managing Director

Adam Naylor

Think Livestock

16 Grevillea Road, Huntly VIC 3551
03 5448 8942
Phone
03 5448 8943
Fax
0417 127 321
Mobile
daveroberts@thinklivestock.com
www.thinklivestock.com

SPECIALISTS IN MEDICATION
DELIVERY SYSTEMS
PRODUCTS-ADVICE-SERVICE

ALLTECH AUSTRALIA
64-70 Nissan Drive,
Dandenong South, VIC 3175
Australia
Tel.: +61 (0) 3 9767 2800
Fax: +61 (0) 3 9791 6423
Mob: +61 (0) 417 177 237

Jorge Pena
www.alltech.com

General Manager
anaylor@alltech.com

National Key Account Manager
jpena@alltech.com
ALLTECH AUSTRALIA
64-70 Nissan Drive,
Dandenong South, VIC 3175
Australia
Tel.: +61 (0) 3 9767 2800
Fax: +61 (0) 3 9791 6423
Mob: +61 (0) 418 791 270

www.alltech.com

N E V E R STO P I M P R OV I N G

2014 Normandy

2014 Normandy

Minitube Australia Pty Ltd
P.O. Box 1
135 Brooke Street, Smythesdale
Victoria 3351
Australia

Technical Sales Representative
tdoak@alltech.com

Tel: +61 3 5342 8688
Fax: +61 3 5342 8788
Mobile: +61 414 432 790
asmith@minitube.com.au
www.minitube.com.au

ALLTECH AUSTRALIA
64-70 Nissan Drive,
Dandenong South, VIC 3175
Australia
Tel.: +61 (0) 3 9767 2800
Fax: +61 (0) 3 9791 6423
Mob: +61 (0) 408 304 914

2014 Normandy
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Russell Trainor
Technical Sales Representative
rtrainor@alltech.com
ALLTECH AUSTRALIA
64-70 Nissan Drive,
Dandenong South, VIC 3175
Australia
Tel.: +61 (0) 3 9767 2800
Fax: +61 (0) 3 9791 6423
Mob: +61 (0) 427 138 205

www.alltech.com

Toby Doak

Managing Director

www.alltech.com

Alan Smith

B. Ag Sci.

2014 Normandy

www.porknews.com.au

Alltech Nutrigenomics Centre
Lexington, Kentucky, USA

Promoting performance... naturally
Alltech’s newest technology
developed through
Nutrigenomics
Cost-effective • Secure • Traceable

Alltech Biotechnology
64 - 70 Nissan Drive • Dandenong South, VIC 3175
Tel: (03) 9767-2800
alltechaustralia@alltech.com • www.alltech.com
AC.V368.02.12.APN

AlltechAP
@Alltech
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in colour
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Advertise your
business card here
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Supplier of
high performance
ingredients for
aquatic and
animal nutrition

Christian Pyke

Managing Director
M: 0428 233 200
E: info@cpyke.com.au
PO Box 3350
Port Lincoln South Australia 5606
www.cpyke.com.au

Australian Agent / Distributor for:

ben@porknews.com.au
www.porknews.com.au

M 0409 049 793
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au
PO Box 369 Romsey
Victoria Australia 3434

VAUCLUSE & APS
David Reu
Director of Sales
MOBILE: 0427 791 734
EMAIL: davidreu@vaucluse-aps.com.au

PH:

08 8380 5672

FAX:

08 8380 5176

www.vaucluse-aps.com.au

Gabbrielle Brooke

(Res)
B.Ag.Sci (Hons) M.Anim.Physiol
ger
Technical Services and Sales Mana

ww w. fe ed wo rk s.c om

N
TER
EAS
es
resourc
genetic
Brenden McClelland

Phone: 07 4663 1279
Fax: 07 4663 1395
AI Centre: 07 4663 1071
Mobile: 0409 064 806
email: belmont.360@bigpond.com
website: www.easterngenetics.com.au

John Glassbrook

Senior Technical Services and Sales Manager

Bsc. Agric (An.Sci)
Senior Technical Services and Sales Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0428 270 494
Tel:
1800 038 037
Fax:
02 8875 8715
phillip.marr@boehringer-ingelheim.com

gabbri

Greg Stuart

Lisa Knobben

B.Rur Sci
ger
Technical Services and Sales Mana

B.Sci. (Animal Sc.)
Technical Services and Sales Representative

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile : 0418 947 867
Tel:
1800 038 037
Fax:
02 8875 8715

om

gregory.stuart@boehringer-ingelheim.c

lisa.knobben@boehringer-ingelheim.com

.a u

"Belmont"
MS 360
Bell Qld
Australia 4408

Phillip Marr

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0411 330 493
1800 038 037
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:
.com
elle.brooke@boehringer-ingelheim

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0409 493 368
1800 038 037
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:

M 0408 735 185
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E doug.pearson@feedwor
ks.com.au
PO Box 369 Romsey
Victoria Australia 3434

www. feedw orks.c om.au

117 Chapman Rd, Inglewood, SA 5133

cts
incorporating Hi-Tek Foam Produ

+V\N7LHYZVU

B.Ag.Sci, MRurSc, PhD.
Technical Services Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 459 356
1800 038 037
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:
john.glassbrook@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Shaun Megson
Executive Technical Services and Sales Manage

r

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 233 227
Tel:
1800 038 037
Fax:
02 8875 8715
shaun.megson@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Pty

COAT-O-FOAM Ltd
Specialising in Polyurethane Foam Application
s#OOLROOMS s4ANKS s#ONDENSATION #ONTROL
s0OULTRY  0IG 3HEDS s)NTERNAL  %XTERNAL #OATINGS

Gavin Forsyth
Sales Manager

0/ "OX  (ALLAM 6ICTORIA !USTRALIA 
0H&AX    -OB   
%MAIL COATOFOAM OPTUSNETCOMAU
7EBSITE WWWCOATOFOAMCOMAU

Supplying the
Piggery Industry
with tarpaulin
s 3HELTER Covers
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s 4HERMAL #overs

FarmMark P/L Livestock Solutions

2/19 Success Street Acacia Ridge Queensland 4110

Phone: 1300 059 003
Fax: 1300 858 626
Email: info@polytex.net.au
www.polytex.net.au

Phone: 07 3274 6372 Mobile: 0412 934 892 Fax: 07 3274 2372

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller

Mobile: 0439 066 054

Luke Steinborner
Phone: 02 9609 7922
Mobile: 0439 066 006
Fax:
02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164
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Michael Pritchard

8 Roseworthy Road, Roseworthy
South Australia 5371
P.O. Box 65, Roseworthy, S.A. 5371
T 08 8524 8150
F 08 8524 8001
E admin@lienerts.com.au
www.liener ts.com.au

Biosecurity Manager
28 Durham Street Forbes
New South Wales 2871
P.O. Box 194, Forbes, N.S.W. 2871
T 02 6851 6200
M 0407 764 850
F 02 9144 4574
E michael.pritchard@lienerts.com.au
www.liener ts.com.au
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Hot dates for pig production course students
DESPITE the hottest
of hot conditions in
South Australia during last month’s annual
two-week Pork CRC
supported ‘The Science
and Practice of Pig Production’ course at the
Roseworthy campus of
University of Adelaide,
it once again attracted
plenty of interest from
pork industry workers
and students.
According to SARDI’s
Prof Paul Hughes, who
successfully put it together, the 2014 course covered all aspects of pork
production, from genetics
and reproduction to nutrition, housing, welfare,
health and pig meat.
“Course attendees recognise that there’s a wide
diversity of background

knowledge among them
and they appreciate that
no background knowledge
is assumed and everything
is taught from scratch,” he
said.
“Even so, both the science behind pork production and its practical
application on-farm are
encompassed in the two
weeks.
“Perhaps the most appreciated course components are the visits and
practicals, ranging from
hands-on learning at the
Roseworthy piggery and
in the post-mortem laboratory, to visits to commercial piggeries, an AI
station, feed mill and abattoir.
“At the end of the day,
university students assimilate some of the practical

knowledge held by those
from the pork industry,
while the pork industry people bulk up their
overall knowledge and
increase their understanding of the science underlying and underpinning
pork production.
“If that’s not enough, the
group also gets to positively socialise and network, make new friends
and even visit a few wineries in what was at the
time a very hot Barossa
Valley.”
According to Pork
CRC research manager
Graeme Crook, the students endured a five-day
heatwave during their
first week, with temperatures rising to 46.4C on
a day when Roseworthy
recorded the highest tem-

perature in the state.
All, however, survived
and relished the relatively cooler weather in
the second week, while
undertaking field trips to
piggeries and other facilities associated with the
pig production industry

and classroom and practical sessions with Paul
Hughes, Assoc Prof Roy
Kirkwood of University of
Adelaide, Tony Edwards
of Ace Livestock Consulting and Dr Roger Campbell, CEO of Pork CRC.
www.porkcrc.com.au

Lectures, along with practical visits to industry, make for
an interesting mix in the annual Pork CRC supported
‘The Science and Practice of Pig Production’ course.

More than 30 of the 40 who enrolled in the course are pictured with coordinator Prof Paul Hughes.
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Chris Richards & Associates
Swine Veterinary Consultants

Chris Richards & Associates
Swine Veterinary Consultant
s

Health, Production & QA Advice.
Disease Eradication and
Repopulations.
Servicing all areas of Australia

Health, Production & QA Advice.
Disease Eradication and
Repopulations.
Servicing all areas of Australia

Ph: 03 5442 6142

Ph: 03 5442 6142

Fax: 03 5443 3829

Dr Chris Richards
Dr Hugo Dunlop
Dr Bernie Gleeson

0429 843 184
0428 129 053
0428 270 091

George Hassan
GENE CENTRE MANAGER

Gene Centre
Murray Bridge SA
M: 0427 567 722
P: 08 8531 0307
F: 08 8531 3577
E: sagen@cefn.com.au

Dr Andrew Morris
Dr Sarah DeGreef
Dr Kirsty Richards

0437 011 818
0429 049 708
0407 282 592

Fax: 03 5443 3829

Dr Beren Matthews
Dr Greg Tuckett
Dr Siew Woon

0457 742 352
0439 604 975
0400 361 471

Dr Sarah Jenkin
Dr Hong Lin
Dr Erin Borrow

Rob Nicholls

Delivering Excellence in
Swine Reproduction

BREEDING & TECHNICAL MANAGER

PO Box 520
Junortoun VIC 3551
M: 0428 753 880
P: 03 5439 4233
F: 03 5439 4233
E: rob@cefn.com.au

www.cefn.com.au
Predictable Outcomes Through Advanced Cefn

Genetics

MYORA FARM
ABN 78 008 025

563

“B re ed er s of
qu al ity st oc k”

ARROW COMMODITIES PTY LTD

Glencoe, Queensland

Lethbridge, Victoria

(07) 4699 3011

Freecall:

1800 647744

Phone:

Facsimile:

(03) 5281 7547

Mobile:

0408 855 875

Facsimile: (07) 4699 3055
0400 672 418
Mobile:

Email:

bridget@porkstorks.com.au

Email:

ec
National Swine Sp
h
MSD Animal Healt

JEFF BRAUN
ECTOR

The Science of

glencoe@porkstorks.com.au

Healthier Animals

Fred Schwenke

Business Unit Director Intensive
Intensive – Monogastric
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
38-42 Wharf Road, West Ryde, NSW
2114
PO Box 548, West Ryde NSW 1685
T (02) 8876 0378
F (02) 8876 0444
E
Fred.Schwenke@zoetis.com
M +61 417 844 231
W www.zoetis.com.au

Level 4, 79 Commonwealth St
Surrey Hills NSW 2010 Australia
hell
David Satc
PO Box 956 Darlinghurst NSW 1300
managing director Tel:
+612 9310 2333
+612 9310 2399
Fax:
Mobile: +61 409 848 828
E-mail: satchell@arrowcom.com.au
Website: www.arrowcom.com.au

Pty Ltd
Intervet Australia
91-105 Harpin Street
0
355
VIC
Bendigo East
Australia
PO Box 2800
tre
Bendigo Delivery Cen
VIC 3554
1800 033 461
Customer Service
M 0427 011 579
F 1800 817 414
erck.com
amanda.vardanega@m

a
Amanda Vardaneg
ialist

MANAGING DIR

Telephone: (08) 87
PO Box 550
25
Facsimile: (08) 87 0411
Mount Gambier
25 8784
Mobile: 0409 09
South Australia 5290
1 678
Email: myora@m
yora.com.au

0409 715 559
0409 540 212
0438 111 713

Dr Timothy Ahern

B. Sc. (Hons) B.V.Sc. (Hons) Dip.Reprod.Sci

National Pig Business Manager
Intensive – Monogastric
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
38-42 Wharf Road, West Ryde, NSW 2114
PO Box 548, West Ryde NSW 1685
Timothy.Ahern@zoetis.com
E
M +61 418 124 664
www.zoetis.com.au
W
0444
8876
F (02)

Darryl Meaney
National Sales Manager Intensive
Intensive – Monogastric
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
38-42 Wharf Road, West Ryde, NSW 2114
PO Box 548, West Ryde NSW 1685
T (02) 8876 0355
Darryl.Meaney@zoetis.com
E
F (02) 8876 0444
W www.zoetis.com.au
M +61 419 594 922

DAIRIES - PIGGERIES - ABATTO

IRS
Proudly designed & manufactured in Australia
NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATER
Can run dry indefinitely without damage
HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators
UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

(03) 9699

7355

www.reevegroup.com.au

www.porknews.com.au

Level 1
49 - 51 Stead Street
South Melbourne, VIC
3205 Australia
Phone: 03 9695 4116
Fax: 03 9699 5283
Mobile: 0417 272 885
wlaycock@craigmostyn.com.au
www.cmaqua.com.au www.crai
gmostyn.com.au

WENDY LAYCOCK
Operations Manager
Sales Protein Division
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ASX Sorghum explained
AT the time of writing,
ASX Sorghum for March
2014 delivery was worth
approximately $335 track
and May 2014 was worth
$338.
The ASX Sorghum contract is a track contract for
both Brisbane and Newcastle.
If you have a bought
hedge in place for March
2014 sorghum and your
piggery is in South West
Queensland, one aspect
you will want to know is
which port zone does the
$335 represent?
In other words, where is
delivery more likely?
Is it Brisbane or Newcastle port zone?
Depending on the port
zone delivered, you may
be interested to hold on to
that bought position and
take delivery of the grain
within the network of the

by DOUGAL HUNTER
Manager
Agricultural Derivatives
ASX Limited

ASX approved bulk handler.
ASX approved bulk
handlers for sorghum are
GrainCorp and AWB
GrainFlow.
There are two ways you
can assess the market price
in terms of port zone:
• analyse the location of
stock lodgements as detailed in the ASX Grain
Holding Report which
is available on the ASX
website; and
• compare the ASX
price with sorghum prices
trading in both port zones
via merchant bids/offers.
It is the seller’s responsibility to lodge the stock
they wish to tender/deliver
against their sold position.
Delivery economics will
dictate which port zone
represents the least value
for the seller.
A seller is most likely to
deliver in the port of least
value.
It is important to note
that the port of least value
can, and does, change at
any time.
That is within delivery
periods, between delivery
months or between seasons.
The port of least value
is a continuous assessment
of the local supply and
demand fundamentals in
each port zone.
This year, drought has
adversely impacted the
sorghum crop in both the
Brisbane and Newcastle
port zones while the port
zones south of Newcastle
recorded decent winter

harvest results.
Given the feed market
pressure currently in place,
it may be reasonable to
expect that Brisbane will
trade at a premium to
Newcastle.
If you do take delivery,
you will want to know how
the price paid for the ASX
Sorghum is adjusted once
delivery is made.
Delivered ASX contracts
are settled Free In Store.
Knowing the FIS price
will help you assess
whether delivery makes
sense when compared with
alternatives.

The example below is
based on 1000 tonnes of
sorghum hypothetically
lodged and delivered at
GrainCorp Toobeah (Brisbane port zone).
Industry training
The Pan Pacific Pork Expo will no doubt be well
attended by pork producers from around Australia.
If demand warrants,
ASX is happy to run an industry training course on
the products and how they
can be applied to hedge
your grain price risk.
ASX has been running
similar courses for Australia’s lot feeding industry
as well as international end
users of Australian wheat
based in South-East Asia.
Feedback received to
date suggests that the
training has been worthwhile for all concerned
and may provide you with
an opportunity to clarify
issues on how it all works.
If you are looking to attend PPPE and would be
interested in undertaking
a workshop on hedging
your grain price risk some-

Details
Number of Contracts

Value
50

time during the week of
the conference (before or
after), then please contact
ASX on 02 9227 0197 to
register your interest.
Where can I learn more?
The ASX Grain Futures
and Options market provides piggeries with tools
to manage exposure to
grain price risk.
If you are new to the
world of derivatives and
would like to discuss your
business aims and develop
a hedging strategy that satisfies your requirements,
seeking the professional
services of a risk management adviser is the next
step.
A contact list of licensed
advisers is available at
www.asx.com.au/grainfu
tures.
Disclaimer: This article is
general and summary information only. It does not take
into account your individual
circumstances and to determine whether it is applicable
to you, or should you require
further information, please
consult your licensed financial advisor.

Explanation
One contract = 20 tonnes
(1000 tonnes)

Value

$ 305,390

=Gross Price * Tonnage

GST

$ 30,539

10% of Value

Total Value

$ 335,929

GST Inclusive

S&H Company

GrainCorp

Name of Approved Bulk Handler

Location
Shrinkage

Toobeah
0.7%

Silo name
As per applicable SHA1

ASX Futures Track Price

$ 335.00

As traded and quoted on ASX 2

Less GTA Location Differential

- $ 38.50

GTA Location Differential 3

Up Country Price Delivered

$296.50

Plus Receival Fee

+$ 6.75

As per applicable SHA

Up Country Price Free in Store

$ 303.25

= Up Country Delivered +
Receival Fee

Gross Shrunk Price Free in Store

$ 305.39

= Up Country FIS / 0.993

1

Bulk Handler Storage and Handling Agreements (SHA) reviewed and updated
annually.
2
The tender is calculated based on the settlement price on the day of tender. In
this example it is assumed that $ 335 is the settlement price on the day of tender
as well as the traded price when the bought hedge was opened.
3
Grain Trade Australia (GTA) Location Differentials updated October every year
and available from www.graintrade.org.au

Excellent quality
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Q Farrowing and weaner crates,
growers and baconer pens. Q Feed
hopper with stainless steel trough.

Q Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap;
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.

Straight Farrowing Crate.

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST
Ph (02) 6644 6065 – Fax (02) 6644 7568
– Mobile 0437 431 901
$MBSL3E +VODUJPO)JMMt10#PY (SBGUPO/48
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Victoria:
Ben Slots (03) 9462 4266
Freecall:
1800 999 245

Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
Mobile: 0437 431 901
Fax (03) 9718 1896
Mob 0418 388 842
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Pork breeding and reproduction seminar
PORK producers are invited to attend a seminar on breeding and reproduction in pigs to be
held in Wagga Wagga on
March 3.
Department of Primary
Industries Development
Officer Pigs, Jayce Morgan said the seminar provides an opportunity for
pork producers from all
production systems to network and to learn from
industry experts.
“Discussions will cover
the latest research and development on pig breeding and reproduction,” Ms
Morgan said.
“Guest speakers include
Dr Tim Safranski Associate Professor and Extension Swine Breeding
Specialist visiting from
University of MissouriColumbia USA.
“Dr Safranski will
share with Australian
producers the North

American perspective on
tools to manage reproductive efficiency on the
sow farm.
“Dr Safranski has been
involved in extension,
education and ‘on-farm
trouble-shooting’ for producers of all sizes and all
production systems.
“He has significant US
national and international
recognition in the area of
swine reproduction.
Ms Morgan said also
speaking is Prof Paul
Hughes program leader,
Intensive Livestock Production Systems, South
Australian Research and
Development Institute.
“Prof Hughes is well
known in the industry and
has extensive experience
in pig reproduction and
research,” she said.
“He will provide an
update on the New Pork
CRC findings on breeding
herd management.”

The seminar is supported by the Pork CRC and
SARDI.
Ms Morgan said the
seminar follows the NSW
Farmers Pork Group
AGM and will commence
at 3pm with afternoon tea.
“The seminar will conclude with drinks and
dinner sponsored by Pork
CRC and NSW Farmers,”
she said.
The NSW Farmers Pork
Group AGM at 1.30pm
and the Swine Reproduction Seminar from 3pm
will be held at the Carriage House Motel, corner
of Sturt Highway and Eunony Bridge Road, Wagga
Wagga on Monday, March
3.
RSVP by Tuesday, February 25 is essential for
catering purposes.
Contact Jayce Morgan
on mobile 0428 416 518 or
emailjayce.morgan@dpi.
nsw.gov.au

Fire survival success
THE Fire Ready Survival Plan published by
Aussie Pumps has been
a hit with communities
across Australia.
The plan is available online or in hard copy and
many farmers are significantly better prepared for
this season’s catastrophic
fires thanks to the guide.
Fire-fighting authorities
have urged home owners
to assess risks in their areas and take appropriate
precautions.
Aussie Pumps’ Adam
Scully said loss of property, livestock or even human life can be avoided
if properties are properly
prepared.
The Aussie Bushfire
Survival Plan maps out
two options; stay and defend or leave early and

avoid the fire altogether.
The company warns
against emotional decisions about staying to
defend when equipment,
water or supplies are inadequate.
“People think they can
use their pool pump or
other electric pump to
protect their property,”
Scully said.
“What they don’t realise
is that one of the first
things that happens in a
bushfire is that the power
goes out, leaving an electric pumping system useless.”
The foundation of a protection plan is a quality
petrol powered pump.
The Aussie Fire Chief,
designed for Australian
bush fire-fighting conditions, is the best option

Martin O’Hare from Bella Vista believes the Aussie
Survival Guide is an invaluable aid to property protection.

FARMERS and
FEED MILLERS
SFMCA
FeedSafe
Accredited

FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS OF:

Soya beans used in our meals are NOT genetically modified!

CONTACT:

SOYA FEEDS LTD

PTY

Bennie St, Industrial Estate, Dalby

Ph (07) 4662 4333
A/Hrs (07) 4663 5534

We use whole soya beans not gradings
to supply you with a quality meal
www.porknews.com.au

and is sold by Australian Pump Industries all
around the world.
It’s typical of the type
of top quality product that
should be the heart of any
external sprinkler or fire
protection system.
The Aussie Survival
Plan deals with an analysis of the site conditions
and provides recommendations and practical advice on property fire protection systems.
Property preparation
and guidelines on design
and installation of sprinkler systems are all included in the guide.
Other vital information
outlines the advantages
and features of either petrol or diesel drive pumps,
the use of lightweight, Ultralite pumps and the absolutely vital pre-season
preparation and servicing
that must be carried out to
equipment to make sure it
works when it has to.
“We choose Honda engines to power our fire
pumps because of their
reliability,” Scully said.
“The engines will start
first time, every time, a
feature that could mean
life or death.”
The Aussie Fire Chief is
available in either 5.5hp
or 6.5hp genuine Honda
engine configurations.
The Chief is a real Australian design achievement with its big belly
body and huge 7.5” single
piece impeller that delivers a whopping flow
of 450 lpm and a maximum head of up to 75m
(170psi).
That means a lot of
water and high pressure
where it’s needed.
This powerful pump will
enable operators to run a
sprinkler system while at
the same time supporting
a 1” fire-fighting hose and
nozzle for “mop up” fire
fighting.
Australian Pump recommends that home owners
get the advice of their local fire fighting authority.
The company is rushing
to produce more copies as
the demand for the survival guide has gone sky
high with the soaring temperatures and heightened
fire danger of the current
season.
Further information,
including the Bushfire
Survival Plan is available
from www.aussiepumps.
com.au or from Aussie
Gold dealers around the
country.

CALL WENDY
NOW & ASK FOR A
CM AQUA PACK

Importers of pure tuna fish meal
“Supplying a high quality protein fishmeal”

CM Aqua in your pig feed — you just can’t do better
Available Australia wide - 25kg bags
For further information call us today

Craig Mostyn & Co Pty Ltd
Wendy Laycock
Phone: 03 9695 4116
Mobile: 0417 272 885

Stephen Cooke
Phone: 03 9695 4103
Mobile: 0419 348 492
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Pat Mitchell, Broadacres

Pork Storks Australia

✓
✓
✓

PROUD OF OUR FARM GATE DELIVERY SYSTEMS
PROUD OF OUR TEAM’S COMMITMENT TO CUSTOMER SERVICE
PROUD OF OUR NEW TECHNOLOGIES

Pork Storks Australia is known for the processing and delivery of boar semen to piggeries around Australia. Pork
Storks staff are proud of new technologies implemented to ensure farm gate delivery of semen in the best possible
condition.
A recent initiative was to install temperature tracking and monitoring devices into the specialised delivery vans.
Semen is stored in purpose-built temperature-controlled fridges within the vehicle, with real-time temperature updates
reported back to a central ofﬁce every 15 minutes. This system also tracks the path of the delivery vehicle by using
GPS capabilities which maps the vehicle locations in real time. These Trace and Track systems provide extra assurance
to customers that the semen arrives to the farm within the correct time and temperature speciﬁcations.
Pork Storks staff in Victoria and Queensland are proud that the use of new technologies can help them provide a high
quality product to their customers.

Supported by Chris Richards & Associates
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