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WITH Australian 
Pork Limited’s Sep-
tember expression of 
interest call for in-
dustry priority pro-
jects now underway, 
it is a timely moment 
to reflect on how far 
research and inno-
vation in the Aus-
tralian pork industry 
has come and why 
industry-led ideas 
are so important to 
its next stage.

Effective research 
and innovation are 
among the most im-
portant drivers of 
a thriving pork in-
dustry. 

Increasingly, kno-
wledge is a critical 
responsibility of 
APL and the Aus-
tralasian Pork Re-
search Institute, to 
ensure our industry 
continues doing 
things faster, better 
and more efficiently.

As an industry, we 
have always been 
progressive and em-
braced innovation 
– whether that’s in-
vesting in reducing 
emissions or im-
proving the welfare 
of our animals.

Supporting this 
progress is a respon-
sibility that APL 
and APRIL take se-
riously. 

It’s why we have 
strengthened our ap-
proach to delivering 
effective research 
and innovation in 
recent years.

During my time 
as general manager 
of research, innova-
tion and extension at 
APL, I have been 
proud to see our ap-
proach shift towards 
a model that starts 
by listening to in-
dustry. 

That means re-
search investment is 
directed towards the 
priorities producers 
and the broader 
supply chain iden-
tify together.

This change has 
been driven mainly 
by the new industry 
Green Paper pro-
cess, which has 
transformed the way 
APL and APRIL set 
research priorities. 

Through this pro-
cess, industry chal-
lenges and opportu-
nities are captured, 
considered and 
translated into clear 
priorities for invest-
ment. 

This means all our 
research is firmly 
industry-led and 
APL and APRIL 
can align invest-

ment more closely, 
so every dollar is di-
rected towards work 
that is relevant, 
practical and con-
nected to industry 
need.

The Green Paper 
process is led by the 
chief scientist for 
the Australian pork 
industry and in-
formed by industry 
input, including the 
Pork Industry In-
sight Panel. 

Recent improve-
ments have broad-
ened the voices in-
volved, strengthened 
links with state pork 
organisations and 
ensured priorities 
capture the whole 
supply chain – not 
only the farming 
side of the industry.

Since the Green 
Paper process was 
implemented in No-
vember 2024, we 
have seen more than 
70 research and in-
novation projects 
underway across 
APL and APRIL, 
bringing forward a 
greater diversity of 

ideas and contribu-
tors. 

We have also 
streamlined the 
EOI process to 
make it easier for 
researchers to apply. 

Instead of asking 
for a lengthy appli-
cation up front, the 
one-page expression 
of interest gives re-
searchers an ele-
mentary way to put 
an idea forward. 

That lower barrier 
to entry has helped 
APL and APRIL 
tap into a broader 
range of researchers, 
research groups and 
potential collabora-
tors, while still en-
suring proposals are 
anchored in industry 
priorities.

This has translated 
into 18 new APL in-
dustry priority pro-
jects commissioned 
in 2025, targeted at 
addressing the nine 
priority areas iden-
tified as part of the 
2025 Green Paper 
process.

Now we are asking 
a new cohort of re-
searchers to help 
keep that incredible 
momentum building 
this September. 

The September call 
invites researchers 
and industry part-
ners to bring for-
ward practical ideas 
that respond to the 
priorities identified 

Industry-led research building 
momentum for Australian pork

Research highlights the importance of human-animal interactions and 
resulting relationships.

IN mid-July, the 
thirty-seventh Aus-
tralian Association of 
Animal Science Bien-
nial Conference was 
held in Adelaide, an 
event combining re-
searchers and industry 
representatives from 
across Australia and 
overseas to discuss ad-
vances in animal sci-
ence. 

While the three-day 
program was largely 
dominated with rumi-
nant research, the Aus-
tralian pork industry 

made a strong contri-
bution through several 
presentations high-
lighting key research 
in animal welfare, 
meat science and sow 
nutrition.

Dr Lauren Hems-
worth from the Uni-
versity of Melbourne 
delivered the prestig-
ious Barnett Lecture, 
named in honour of 
Associate Professor 
John Barnett (1949-
2009), a leading expert 
in stress physiology 
and animal welfare. 

Drawing upon her ex-
tensive experience in 
pig welfare research, 
Dr Hemsworth ex-
plored how scientific 
understanding and  
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2026
SEP 19-22 – Allen D. Leman Swine 
Conference 2026 – St Paul Minnesota, 
USA. https://lemanconference.umn.edu
SEP 22-24 – Expomeat 2026 – Sao Paulo, 
Brazil. https://www.expomeat.com.br/
OCT 1-3 – XXVII Feira Nacional do 
Porco – Montijo, Portugal. https://
feiranacionaldoporco.pt
OCT 6-8 – International PRRS Symposium 
2026 – Barcelona, Spain. https://iprrs2026.
org
OCT 14-15 – Dutch Pork & Poultry Expo 
2026 – Hardenberg, Netherlands. https://
www.porkpoultryexpo.nl
OCT 21-23 – Pork Expo Mexico – 
Aguascalientes, Mexico. http://pork-expo.
org/ 
OCT 26-29 – 2026 Inaugural APHVA 
Conference – Hobart, Tasmania. 
aphvapresident@gmail.com
NOV 10-13 – EuroTier 2026 – Hanover, 
Germany. https://www.eurotier.com/en/

2027
JAN 5-7 – Banff Pork Seminar 2027 – 
Banff, Canada. https://www.banffpork.ca/
JAN 15-16 – International Conference 
for Swine Viral Diseases (23rd NAPRRS/
NC229) – Chicago, USA. https://vetmed.
illinois.edu/about-the-college/pathobiology/
north-american-prrs-symposium/
MAR 9-11 – National Feral Pig Conference 
2027 – Surfers Paradise, Queensland. 
https://feralpigs.com.au/national-feral-pig-
conference-2027/
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societal expectations 
of animal welfare have 
evolved over time. 

She noted the 
growing focus is not 
only on minimising 
negative experiences 
for livestock but also 
creating opportuni-
ties for positive expe-
riences that support  
animals having a 
“good life.”

Dr Hemsworth noted 
the importance of 
human-animal inter-
actions and resulting 
relationships, largely 

influenced by the 
quality, frequency and 
context of interactions 
shared. 

Research has shown 
that positive stock-
person attitudes and 
behaviours can actu-
ally buffer the stress 
associated with routine 
husbandry procedures. 

In pigs, regular posi-
tive human interaction 
early in life has been 
shown to reduce fear of 
humans and improve 
resilience to common 
production practices.

The University of 

Melbourne was also 
represented by food 
and sensory science re-
searcher Dr Melindee 
Hastie, who presented 
research investigating 
how the timing of the 
second Improvac (im-
munocastration) vacci-
nation influences pork 
quality. 

Meat science re-
searcher Huiling 
Huang shared prelimi-
nary results of the im-
pact of breeding objec-
tives on muscle fibre 
characteristics and 
meat quality.

Representing Ad-
elaide University, 
Australasian Pork Re-
search Institute Lim-
ited postgraduate stu-
dent Thien Van pre-
sented his findings on 
the effects of dietary 
ammonium chloride 
during late gestation 
on sow reproductive 
performance in spring 
and summer seasons. 

These results have 
helped refine his cur-
rent APRIL-funded 
large-scale validation 
study investigating the 
effects of feeding am-

monium chloride to 
sows on piglet growth 
and survival.

Conducted under 
commercial produc-
tion conditions, the 
project aims to con-
firm the practical ben-
efits of ammonium 
chloride supplementa-
tion by reducing far-
rowing duration and 
stillborn rates, im-
proving pre-weaning 
piglet survival and 
growth and enhancing 
sow colostrum quality 
and milk production. 

* from P1

Pork has small but punchy contribution at AAAS

by industry, bring new 
thinking to persistent 
challenges and help 
turn opportunity into 
practical progress for 
Australian pork pro-
ducers and the whole 
supply chain.

Researchers and in-
dustry partners are 
encouraged to review 
the current priorities, 
consider where their 
idea fits and contact 

the APL research 
team if they would 
like to discuss a po-
tential expression of 
interest. 

The process has 
come a long way – 
now is the time to 
keep building on it.

Just as importantly, 
the work does not 
stop once a final re-
port is submitted. 

APL has strength-
ened its focus on ex-

tension so research 
outcomes reach in-
dustry quickly, with 
a target of making 
findings available 
within 30 days of a 
final report being ac-
cepted. 

The current av-
erage is only five 
days, helping ensure 
research reaches the 
people who can use it 
while it is still timely 
and relevant.

For researchers, 
that also means en-
suring proposals are 
not only technically 
sound but also show 
how the work will be 
used. 

Considering exten-
sion from the begin-
ning – including who 
will use the findings, 
what they may need 
to do differently and 
how the results can be 
shared – helps APL 
turn research into 
real tangible industry 
value.

The same principle 
applies beyond formal 
research projects. 

The strongest ideas 
are often those 
shaped by the people 
working directly with 
industry challenges 
every day.

One of the strongest 
learnings of recent 
years is the value 
of producer-led 
learning, producer-
to-producer sharing 
and practical ideas 
developed on farm. 

The 2026 Producer 
Innovation Challenge 
will again provide an 
opportunity to show-
case that kind of in-
novation and recog-
nise ideas with direct 
relevance for the in-
dustry.

Applications for the 
Producer Innovation 
Challenge are also 
currently open. 

All producers with 
an idea to share are 
invited to apply by 
emailing extension@
australianpork.com.
au

Together, the Green 
Paper, simplified EOI 
process, stronger ex-
tension capability and 
producer-led innova-
tion mean we can 
all stay focused on 
achieving outcomes 
that lift the bar for 
our industry.

I can’t wait to see 
the brilliant expres-
sion of interest sub-
missions we receive 
this month, and to see 
the entire industry 
continue to go from 
strength to strength 
as we advance to-
gether.

For more infor-
mation on the Sep-
tember EOI call, scan 
the QR code below.  

Industry-led research building momentum for Australian pork
Dr Lauren Hemsworth from the University of Melbourne.
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Your solutions should too.
evolve.

Your challenges

Superior protection against the most challenging mycotoxins, 
including DON, fusaric acid and Penicillium-derived toxins.

The next generation mycotoxin solution:

Visit www.alltechlienert.com.au to learn more.

Broad-spectrum 
mycotoxin protection

Backed by extensive 
scientific research

Advanced binding 
efficacy
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PROTECTING Aus-
tralia’s pork industry 
from African swine 
fever starts long before 
an outbreak occurs. 

Across Australia, 
producers and in-
dustry experts are 
working together to 
augment on-farm bi-
osecurity through the 
Voluntary Enhanced 
Biosecurity Stand-
ards.

Introduced into the 
Australian Pork In-
dustry Quality As-
surance Program in 
2022 as the optional 
Option C VEBS-ASF 
module, the standards 
provide producers 
with practical meas-
ures to help reduce 
the risk of ASF en-
tering and spreading 

between pig farms. 
They also support 

business continuity 
by helping prepare 
producers for the 
movement of live pigs 
and semen during an 
ASF response.
Building capability 
across the industry

The APL-funded 
VEBS Facilitator 
Project is continuing 
to gain momentum, 
building a national 
network of trained 
facilitators to support 
producers through 
the VEBS accredita-
tion process.

The project focuses 
on:

•	Developing facili-
tator capability to as-
sist producers with 
implementing APIQ 
Option C VEBS-ASF

•	Providing practical 
guidance, tools and 
resources for pro-
ducers, facilitators 
and auditors

•	Supporting pro-
duction sites to 
achieve VEBS ac-
creditation.

The project builds 
on the successful 
VEBS 1 pilot, which 
commenced in 2025 
and was primarily de-
livered in South Aus-
tralia through joint 
investment from Pork 
SA and APL. 

A Queensland node 
also demonstrated 
that the model could 
be successfully 
adapted to other pro-
duction systems.

The pilot delivered 
a suite of practical 
tools, templates and 
guidance materials to 
help facilitators and 
producers implement 
VEBS requirements 
and prepare for APIQ 
audits.

Building on this 
success, the VEBS 2 
project expanded the 
program nationally 
later in 2025. 

Facilitators and 
participating produc-
tion sites are now 
involved across all 

major pig-producing 
states, representing a 
diverse range of pro-
duction systems and 
business sizes.

Today, the VEBS 1 
and VEBS 2 projects 
include 20 facilitators 
supporting 21 produc-
tion sites across South 
Australia, NSW, Vic-
toria, Queensland and 
Western Australia. 

Through the project, 
three sites have suc-
cessfully achieved 
VEBS accreditation, 
while other partici-
pating sites continue 
to strengthen their 
biosecurity systems 
and work towards ac-
creditation.

Facilitators also 
have access to a 
growing suite of sup-
porting resources de-
veloped with subject 
matter experts, in-
cluding:

•	Feral pig exposure 
assessment tools

•	Disease transmis-
sion likelihood as-
sessment tools

•	Mass disposal 
planning tools

•	Composting guid-
ance

•	Environmental site 
assessment resources 
for disposal planning.

This collaborative 
approach is helping 
ensure producers re-
ceive consistent ad-
vice while continuing 
to strengthen Austral-
ia’s preparedness for 
an ASF emergency.
Did you know?

•	To achieve VEBS 
accreditation, produc-

tion sites receiving 
semen must source it 
from a VEBS-accred-
ited boar stud

•	The adoption of 
enhanced biosecu-
rity practices today 
is comparable to 
the introduction of 
workplace health 
and safety systems 
on Australian farms 
two decades ago – 
an investment that 
strengthens everyday 
operations while im-
proving preparedness 
for future emergen-
cies.

As more producers 
and facilitators be-
come involved, the 
VEBS program con-
tinues to strengthen 
Australia’s prepared-
ness for ASF while 
supporting a more re-
silient and bio-secure 
pork industry.

For more informa-
tion about the project, 
contact APL program 
manager health and 
biosecurity Mandy 
Bowling at mandy.
bowling@australian 
pork.com.au 
Australian Pork 
Limited

CONVENIENT DOSING APPLICATOR
Premi-Boost+ 250mL comes with a separate dosing applicator that delivers precisely 2mL per dose. This 
ensures accurate and convenient administration to newborn, underweight and premature piglets.
The applicator simplifies the dosing process, making it easy for caregivers to provide the necessary nutritional 
support to young animals.

PACK SIZE: 250MLDOSE RATE

ONE PUMP = 2ML
2mL: Newborn, underweight and premature piglets 
soon after birth.
Repeat the following day if necessary.
For any remaining product, reapply the original bottle 
cap and store in a cool/dry place for up to 3 months.
Rinse and clean trigger prior to reusing.

SHAKE WELL BEFORE USE

Supports growth, development and vitality

Boosts energy in weak and underweight 
newborns

Promotes immune function, digestive health and 
overall wellbeing

Aids in the prevention of nutritional deficiencies 
and supports optimal growth trajectories

Easy-to-administer paste formulation ensures 
accurate dosing and maximum effectiveness.

REBECCA JAMIESON - SWINE KEY ACCOUNT MANAGER

0400 392 111
DISTRIBUTED BY:

PREMI-BOOST+

PIGLETS
Vetsense Premi-Boost+ is a specialised nutritional 
paste designed to support the health and vitality of 
weak, underweight and premature piglets. 
Formulated with a precise blend of essential vitamins, 
minerals and amino acids, Premi-Boost+ provides 
comprehensive support for the early development and 
growth of piglets.

VEBS Facilitator Project strengthens 
producer biosecurity capability

Producers and industry experts are working 
together to augment on-farm biosecurity 
through VEBS. Photos: SunPork Group
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Animal housing 
for peak livestock performance

Your partner at every stage

Interested in progress, profit, & smarter solutions?

Species We Support

Pigs Poultry
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Engineering
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Paxoma precures, designs, builds, and advises on science led animal infrastructure 
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NEW research shows 
how weaning manage-
ment can improve life-
time performance.

An Australian Pork 
Limited-funded pro-
ject led by JBS Pork 
has delivered new in-
sights into how early-
life management deci-
sions can improve pig 
performance, feed effi-
ciency and profitability 
across Australian pork 
production systems.

The project combined 
the analysis of more 
than 130,000 commer-
cial pig records with 
targeted research trials 
to identify the factors 
that have the greatest 
impact on pig perfor-
mance after weaning. 

The findings con-
firmed that the weaning 
transition is a critical 
stage in a pig’s life and 
that management deci-
sions made before and 
during weaning can 
have lasting effects 
through to sale.

Three key factors 
stood out. 

First, older weaning 
age consistently im-
proved post-weaning 
survival and lifetime 
growth performance. 

Pigs weaned at older 
ages were better able 
to cope with the nu-
tritional, social and 
environmental chal-
lenges associated with 
weaning.

Second, fostering 
practices mattered. 

Pigs that were not 
fostered generally 
performed better than 
fostered pigs, while 
pigs fostered after the 
first day of life showed 
the poorest outcomes. 

Where fostering is 
necessary, completing 
it within the first 24 
hours appeared to 
minimise negative im-
pacts.

Third, and perhaps 
most importantly, the 
project showed that a 
tighter weaning age 
spread can deliver sig-
nificant benefits. 

Pigs grouped within 
a narrow age range – 
ideally within three 
days and no more than 
seven days where the 
production system al-
lows – had improved 
growth, feed intake, 
feed efficiency, size 
uniformity and in 
some cases heavier 
carcass weights at 
slaughter. 

The research sug-
gests that reducing 
the mixing of pigs 
at very different de-
velopmental stages 
can help support a 
smoother transition 
after weaning.

For producers, the 
key takeaway is that 
improving perfor-
mance does not always 
require costly inter-
ventions. 

Practical manage-
ment changes such 
as increasing average 
weaning age, mini-

mising late fostering 
and reducing weaning 
age spread offer real-
istic opportunities to 
improve pig robust-
ness, production ef-
ficiency and lifetime 
performance. 

While the economics 
will vary between 
farms – particularly 
depending on labour 
and infrastructure 
constraints – tighter 
weaning management 
has the potential to 
deliver measurable re-
turns and contribute 

to lower cost of pro-
duction across the in-
dustry.

The final report is 
available on the APL 
website, scan the QR 
code below. 
Australian Pork 
Limited

A better start for a better finish

View the current edition online  
as a digital flip book.

Email design@collins.media  
to be notified when the new  

monthly publication is available.

www.porknews.com.au

The weaning transition is a critical stage in a 
pig’s life.
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Gorman-Rupp ‘Super T Series’ self-priming 
wastewater pumps are easily accessible for 
monitoring and maintenance.

BUSH’S Proteins is 
part of Australian 
family company group 
A J Bush & Sons. 

The business has 
been operating since 
1909 and operating in 
the rendering industry 
since 1950s in NSW 
and 1970s in Queens-
land. 

The business pro-
vides the essential 
service of ‘rendering’ 
to the meat industry.

Bush’s Proteins Bro-
melton collects or-
ganic animal material 
from butcher shops 
and abattoirs in and 
around the greater 
Brisbane metro area 
and nearby regional 
centres.

Rendering is the hy-
gienic treatment of 
high moisture mate-
rial from the meat in-
dustry that is not sold 
for human consump-
tion.

From this material, 
Bush’s Proteins manu-
factures nutrient-rich 
protein meals and tal-
lows.

Rendering contrib-
utes to the circular 
economy by diverting 
putrescible material 
from landfills into an 
organic recycling pro-
cess.
The options

The Bush’s Pro-
teins team has always 
looked for equipment 
that offers the best 
return on investment, 
in that the selected 
equipment should 
offer features and ben-
efits commensurate or 
greater than the price 
they pay. 

For wastewater 
pumps, the team 
choose Gorman-Rupp. 

According to plant 
engineering man-
ager Byron Boyers, 

“I have more than 10 
Gorman-Rupp T3s 
and the T10 we got re-
cently is doing a great 
job.” 

“They’re pretty much 
bulletproof pumps.”
The solution

G o r m a n - R u p p 
‘Super T Series’ self-
priming wastewater 
pumps are mounted 
at ground level, above 
the wastewater pits. 

This makes them 
easily accessible for 
monitoring and main-
tenance. 

Their internal clear-
ances can be adjusted 
in minutes, allowing 
operators to keep 
pumps at their peak 
efficiency for the life 
of the pump. 

They are also ca-
pable of pumping 
solid materials such as 
rags, ear tags, gloves 
and other debris that 
might block other 
pumps. 

Their large remov-
able cover-plates also 
allow a single operator 
to remove any larger 
blockage in minutes, 
without disturbing 
piping or having to 
employ lifting devices 
such as cranes.

G o r m a n - R u p p 
wastewater pumps 
can deliver flow rates 
from 5L/s through to 
200L/s, with pressures 
to 90m. 

They can also be 
provided in materials 
of construction to 
cater for abrasive and/
or corrosive waste-
water streams.

More information 
about these pumps 
may be obtained from 
the Hydro Innovations 
website or emailing 
info@hydroinnovatio 
ns.com.au 
Hydro Innovations

Bulletproof pumps 
for wastewater at 
Bush’s Proteins INNOVATIONSHYD

YDROINNOVATION

DAF PUMP 

Flotate 

Inflow
Wastewater 

Solids 

Solution
Line 

Effluent 

Air 

EDUR 
Multiphase 

Pump 

( 0 2 )  9 8 9 8  1 8 0 0  
sales@hydroinnovations.com.au 

www.hydroinnovations.com.au 

INNOVATIVE 

EDUR 
SYSTEM 

■ Reduce Energy Costs 
■ Reduce Maintenance Costs 
■  No Compressor 

ADVANTAGES 
■  No Air Saturation Vessel 
■  No Complicated Controls 

IMPROVED 

FOUR people con-
nected to the Aus-
tralian pork industry 
have been charged 
over an alleged long-
running fraud opera-
tion involving about 
$10 million in unde-
clared sales and more 
than $30 million in 
cash moved between 
NSW and Queens-
land.

The case has raised 
questions for Aus-
tralian pork producers 
about the vulnerability 
of legitimate agricul-
tural businesses to fi-
nancial crime, particu-
larly where complex 
supply chains, inter-
state freight and large-
value transactions are 
involved.

The Queensland 
Crime and Corrup-
tion Commission 
and NSW Police al-
lege the activity oc-
curred between 2017 
and 2026 and involved 
four people described 
as business owners or 
representatives within 
the pork meat industry.

According to inves-
tigators, sales records 
covering approxi-
mately $10 million in 
transactions were ei-
ther deleted or never 
created, allowing pro-
ceeds to be kept out-
side business records 
and allegedly retained 
for personal use.

More than $30 mil-
lion in cash was also 
allegedly transported 
from NSW to Queens-

land, with investiga-
tors alleging substan-
tial amounts were 
concealed in interstate 
freight vehicles.

The scale of the al-
leged operation has 
attracted particular 
attention because the 
money was moved 
through an industry 
involving the routine 
transport of livestock 
and meat products 
across state borders.

The investigation, 
known as Opera-
tion Ragamuffin in 
Queensland and 
Strike Force Danberta 
in NSW, involved the 
Queensland CCC, 
NSW Police Anti-
Money Laundering 
Unit and NSW Crime 
Commission.

Two Queensland-
based people have 
been charged with of-
fences including fraud-
ulently destroying re-
cords, making fraudu-
lent omissions in re-
cords, fraud, receiving 
tainted property and 
making false declara-
tions.

Two NSW-based 
people have also been 
charged with offences 
relating to the destruc-
tion or concealment 
of accounting records 
with intent to defraud.

Authorities have 
seized more than $3 
million in cash and 
two vehicles, while 
assets worth more 
than $25 million 
have been restrained 
as suspected pro-

ceeds of crime.
The Queensland de-

fendants are scheduled 
to appear in Brisbane 
Magistrates Court on 
September 14.

As the matter is be-
fore the courts, all al-
legations remain just 
that and the accused 
are presumed inno-
cent until proven oth-
erwise.

For the broader Aus-
tralian pork industry, 
the case reinforces the 
importance of trans-
parent records, sound 
financial controls and 
strong governance — 
not only to protect 
individual businesses 
but also to protect the 
integrity and reputa-
tion of the industry as 
a whole. 

Pork fraud puts spotlight on industry financial risks
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FANCY eating every 
part of the pig?

I do and I have made 
some inroads over the 
years.

But never quite in 
the same way or at 
the same level as 
English writer and 
Cambridge educated 
John Barlow went 
about it, as portrayed 
in his humorous, en-
gaging and revelatory 
2008 book Every-
thing but the Squeal: 
A year of pigging out 
in northern Spain.

It chronicles his 
year-long gastro-
nomic journey 

through Galicia, a 
lush remote region in 
northwest Spain. 

Embracing the re-
gion’s deep rever-
ence for the pig, 
Barlow makes a vow 
to eat every possible 

part of the animal. 
The narrative ex-

plores the cultural, 
historical and culi-
nary significance of 
pork in Galicia, while 
touching on the light 
friction his mission 

creates with his veg-
etarian wife.

It serves not only as 
a food-lover’s trave-
logue but as a percep-
tive look into local 
traditions, agriculture 
and our relationship 
with what we eat.

Humour arises from 
his culinary obses-
sion which contrasts 
with his wife Susana, 
an Andalusian vege-
tarian who frequently 
has to stomach his oh 
so heavy pork-eating 
exploits.

Barlow travels the 
region sampling an Everything but the Squeal: A year of pigging out in northern Spain is a nose 

to tail read.

Pigging out in northern Spain
Cant

Comment  
by BRENDON CANT

Albeit delicious, diced pork belly would rate as one of the book’s more ‘conservative’ pork cuts.

* continued P9
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array of traditional, 
wobbly and gristly 
dishes, including 
pigs’ ears, feet, brains 
and stomach.

He writes bewitch-
ingly of so stuffing 
himself to capacity 
that he became wor-
ried his stomach 
lining might burst. 

All this overeating 
began when he made 
his home in Coruna 
in Spain with wife 
Susana (a galega) and 
their son Nico. 

He committed to 
travel around Galicia, 
the country’s cold, 
remote and stubborn 
northwest, and com-
plete a self-issued 
challenge: “To eat 
every part of the pig, 
in as many different 
places as possible.” 

Though Barlow du-
tifully ticks off the 
various wobbly and 
gristly pork bits – 
ears, hooves, brains – 
he seems to have been 
most engaged when 
wandering through 
remote and fre-
quently depopulated 
Galician hamlets, 
in which electricity 
was a recent innova-
tion and pig slaugh-
ters were viewed as 
amusing fun for the 
whole family.

The book goes be-
yond the plate to ex-
plore local traditions, 
such as the thousand-
year-old Carnival in 
Laza, which involves 
ant throwing and 
feasting on steaming 
pig heads.

He visits remote 
hamlets, joins wild 
carnivals with ancient 
rituals and observes 
traditional family pig 
slaughters.

Barlow’s book 
chronicles a year 
spent eating as many 
parts of the pig as 
possible, as served 
in different parts of 
Galicia. 

He succeeds in 
finding dishes made 
from essentially 
all the animal’s ed-
ible parts in mostly 
humble kitchens, do-
mestic and commer-
cial, but also some 
fancy types found in 
both countryside and 
city. 

What adds a beyond 
food dimension to the 
book is his well-in-
formed appreciation 
of Galicia’s history, 
sociology and natural 
and cultural land-
scapes. 

The book is not a 
recipe collection or 
travel guide – direc-
tions to homes and 
venues are more en-
tertaining than com-
pass-like – but a dif-
ferent deeper memoir 
of places, some of 
their regional festi-
vals, much of their 
language, culture, 
local architecture 

styles and provincial 
flavours. 

Generally in Spain, 
much of the pig is 
preserved – salted, 
dried or marinated 
and lightly cooked 
for storage under lard 
or oil.

Sausages, hams, 
side-meat, back-fat 
and lard, blood sau-
sages, marinated 
loins and ribs make 
up much of the meaty 
and flavouring com-
ponent of the stews 
– largely legume and/
or potato-based – 
consumed during the 
year. 

In Galicia, as else-
where, pigs’ faces are 
preserved (salted and 
hung) and kept whole 
or halved. 

They host the im-
portant meaty com-
ponents of ears, 
cheeks and snouts. 

Many Spanish 
households today 
supplement their pig 
slaughter with pur-
chased pork, Spain’s 
largest selling meat, 
which they preserve 
at home unless bought 
already in preserved 
form. 

Fresh pork has a 
minimal presence 
at the table and has 
sometimes been re-
garded as difficult to 
digest, hence its pair-
ings in Europe with 
mustard and arugula, 
considered digestives. 

Barlow does not say 
these things but dem-
onstrates them none-
theless. 

The least preserv-
able parts of the pig 
– liver and lungs, 
tongue, brains and 
kidneys – are as-
sociated with the 
slaughter season, 
when they are eaten 
fresh in a variety of 
dishes. 

Barlow knows and 
respects pigs for their 
likeness to us humans 
– intelligent, social, 
curious, omnivorous 
and traditionally 
household members.

Indeed, some pig or-
gans are now being 
used to prolong or 
save human lives via 
transplants. 

Similarities not-
withstanding, we put 
the pig to death each 
year and consume 
it, blood and all, ex-

cepting the squeal. 
Not surprisingly 

much of the literature 
published about pigs 
and how they have so 
effectively integrated 
into human societies, 
albeit to ultimately 
be killed and eaten, 
is written with warm 
affection and pur-
poseful acknowledge-
ment of their reason 
for being.

As is the case with 
Everything but the 
Squeal: A year of pig-
ging out in northern 
Spain. 

As does the book’s John Barlow, the author fancies pork tongues and 
spuds.

A columnist’s delight… boiled and diced pork.

Pigging out in northern Spain
* from P8
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Animal welfare reforms under consideration include increasing the 
minimum weaning age from three to four weeks, phasing out routine 
tail docking and imposing tighter restrictions on antibiotic use.

Denmark also has ambitions to move away from permanent confine-
ment of sows.

DENMARK’S pork 
producers could be 
facing significant 
changes to the way 
pigs are housed, man-
aged and marketed, 
following the election 
of a new government 
with a strong focus 
on environmental sus-
tainability and animal 
welfare.

The potential re-
forms are being 
closely watched be-
cause Denmark is a 
major pork-producing 
and exporting nation, 
with implications for 
global pork markets, 

including Australia.
Denmark had a pig 

population of 12.3 
million head in 2025, 
making it Europe’s 
third-largest pig pro-
ducer behind Ger-
many and Spain. 

About 85 percent 
of Danish pork pro-
duction is exported, 
making the industry 
heavily exposed to 
changes in produc-
tion costs and interna-
tional market condi-
tions.

Among the most sig-
nificant proposals is 
the introduction of a 
livestock carbon tax 

by 2030, which would 
add another cost to 
pork production.

Animal welfare re-
forms under consid-
eration include in-
creasing the minimum 
weaning age from 
three to four weeks, 
phasing out routine 
tail docking and im-
posing tighter restric-
tions on antibiotic use. 

Longer term, Den-
mark also has ambi-
tions to move away 
from permanent con-
finement of sows.

According to the 
Agriculture and Hor-
ticulture Development 

Board – the United 
Kingdom levy board 
that supports the ag-
riculture and horticul-
ture sectors through 
market intelligence, 
research, analysis, 
knowledge exchange 
and industry develop-
ment – the changes 
could have a signifi-
cant impact on pro-
duction costs and pro-
ductivity.

For producers, in-
creasing lactation pe-
riods could reduce the 
number of litters pro-
duced per sow each 
year, while changes 

* continued P11

Denmark’s pig sector faces major 
reforms under new government
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John Hales shows how cast-iron impellers erode in corrosive applica-
tions.

MAINTAINING clean 
sheds is one of the most 
important jobs on any 
pork farm. 

Regular wash downs 
help reduce disease 
risk, improve bios-
ecurity and provide 
healthier conditions for 
livestock. 

Behind every effec-
tive cleaning system is 
reliable pumping equip-
ment capable of han-
dling tough wastewater 
day after day.

Aussie Pumps has 
spent decades supplying 
Australian farmers with 
self-priming centrif-
ugal pumps designed to 
move wash down water, 
livestock effluent and 
wastewater. 

Built for demanding 
agricultural applica-
tions, the company’s 
GMP pump range has 
earned a reputation for 
reliability in harsh op-
erating conditions.

According to Aussie 
Pumps chief engineer 
John Hales, livestock 
wastewater presents 
unique challenges be-
cause it is often both 
abrasive and corrosive.

“Pig operations gen-
erate wastewater con-
taining manure, feed 
particles and other 
solids that can quickly 
wear conventional 
pumps,” Mr Hales said. 

“Keeping sheds clean 
is essential for animal 
health, but it also means 
the pumping equipment 

needs to withstand 
continuous demanding 
use.”
Cavitation cause and 
solution

Cavitation occurs 
when there is insuffi-
cient water entering the 
pump, allowing tiny air 
bubbles to form and 
collapse against the im-
peller. 

These repeated im-
pacts create small pits 
on the impeller surface 
that gradually reduce 
pump efficiency and 
performance.

When cavitation is 
combined with the cor-
rosive nature of live-
stock wastewater, the 
result can be increased 
maintenance costs, re-
duced flow rates and 
costly downtime.

To help producers 
overcome these chal-
lenges, Aussie Pumps 
now offers selected 
GMP self-priming 
pumps fitted with cast 
316 stainless-steel im-
pellers.

Instead of replacing 
an entire cast-iron 
pump with a stainless-
steel unit, farmers can 
upgrade the component 
that experiences the 
greatest wear. 

The cast 316 stainless-
steel impeller provides 
excellent resistance to 
corrosion and abra-
sion, extending service 
life while maintaining 
pump performance in 
demanding livestock 
applications.

Originally introduced 
for heavy-duty indus-
trial applications, the 
stainless-steel impeller 
option is now being 
expanded across the 
Aussie GMP semi-
trash pump range to 
support Australian ag-
riculture.

For pork producers, 
the result is a pump that 
delivers dependable 
performance, requires 
less maintenance and 
helps keep essential 
wash down systems 
operating when they’re 
needed most.

“Every farm is dif-
ferent and we’re always 
keen to hear how our 
pumps perform in the 
field,” Mr Hales said.

“Customer feedback 
helps us continue im-
proving our products 
and developing prac-
tical solutions that meet 

the changing needs of 
Australian producers.”

For more than 30 
years, Aussie Pumps 
has worked alongside 
farmers, councils and 
industry to develop 
pumping equipment 
suited to Australia’s 
toughest environments. 

Whether it’s wash 
down systems, waste-
water transfer or gen-
eral farm water man-
agement, the compa-
ny’s focus remains the 
same – delivering reli-
able long-lasting equip-
ment backed by local 
engineering support.

For further informa-
tion on the Aussie GMP 
range and the new 
stainless-steel impeller 
option, contact Aussie 
Pumps on 02 8865 
3500 or visit www.aus 
siepumps.com.au 
Aussie Pumps
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Aussie Pumps helps keep pork farms clean

to housing, manage-
ment and husbandry 
practices are likely 
to require additional 
capital investment.
Potential impact on 
pork supply

The reforms could 
ultimately reduce 
Danish pork produc-
tion and exports, po-
tentially tightening 
pork supplies across 
Europe.

That could create 
opportunities for pro-
ducers in other pork-
producing countries, 
particularly if Euro-
pean buyers look else-
where for supply. 

Denmark is the UK’s 
largest supplier of pig 
meat, accounting for 
about 21 percent of 
the UK’s annual pork 
import volume.

However, the impact 
on global markets 
may not be straight-
forward.

AHDB noted that 
the Danish Govern-
ment had indicated 
the industry would 
continue to focus on 
higher-value export 
products. 

This means any re-
duction in Danish 

production or exports 
could be more pro-
nounced in some pork 
categories than others.

For Australian pro-
ducers, the develop-
ments highlight the 
potential impact of 
environmental and 
welfare regulation on 
production costs, pro-
ductivity and inter-
national competitive-
ness.

Denmark’s experi-
ence also provides an 
indication of the chal-
lenges that can arise 
when new produc-
tion standards require 
changes to housing, 
genetics, management 
systems and labour 
practices.

Importantly, many of 
the proposed Danish 
reforms are still sub-
ject to consultation 
and have not yet been 
implemented.

The direction of 
travel however is clear 
– Denmark’s pork in-
dustry is preparing for 
tighter environmental 
and animal welfare 
requirements, with 
potentially significant 
consequences for how 
efficiently and com-
petitively it can pro-
duce pork. 

Denmark’s pig sector 
faces major reforms
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CChheeaappeerr  tthhaann  yyoouu  tthhiinnkk!!  

GLOBAL protein 
giant JBS is selling a 
25 percent stake in its 
Australian and New 
Zealand operations 
to Danantara Invest-
ment Management, 
the investment arm of 
Indonesia’s sovereign 
wealth fund, in a deal 
that could ultimately 
provide up to $7.1 
billion in investment 
capacity.

While the transac-
tion covers JBS’s 
beef, sheep meat, 
pork and other Aus-
tralian businesses, 
the deal could have 
important implica-
tions for Australian 
pork producers given 
JBS’s existing po-
sition as one of the 
country’s largest pork 
producers and pro-
cessors.

The joint venture 
will have $3.57 bil-
lion in equity from 
Danantara, with an 
additional $3.57 bil-
lion of investment 
capacity expected to 
be available for ac-
quisitions, greenfield 
developments and 
other growth oppor-
tunities across Indo-
nesia, Australia, New 
Zealand and South-
east Asia.

For Australian pork, 
the key question is 
how much of that cap-
ital could ultimately 
be directed towards 
expanding JBS’s do-
mestic production 
and processing foot-
print or developing 
export opportunities 
into Asian markets.

JBS already has  
a major pork  
footprint

JBS Pork Australia 
expanded signifi-
cantly in 2021 with its 
acquisition of Rivalea, 
bringing breeding, 
growing, fattening 
and finishing opera-
tions into the business 
and creating a verti-
cally integrated pork 
production and pro-
cessing operation.

JBS is now one of 
Australia’s largest 
pork producers and 
processors, with 
production and pro-
cessing assets forming 
an important part of 
its Australian protein 
portfolio.

The new investment 
partnership gives JBS 
greater financial ca-
pacity to expand that 
platform.

JBS said the part-
nership was designed 
to increase its invest-
ment capacity and 
accelerate growth in 
markets where pro-
tein consumption is 
expected to increase.

“The initiative is 
designed to expand 
JBS’s investment ca-
pacity, accelerate re-
gional growth and 
leverage its Aus-
tralian operations as 
a platform to scale in 
markets considered 
strategic for global 
protein consumption,” 
the company said.

“Australia remains a 
core pillar of JBS’s 
geographic diversifi-
cation, with strong ex-
port positioning and a 
key role in balancing 
JBS’s global results.”

What could it mean 
for pork producers?

For Australian pork 
producers, the most 
immediate issue to 
watch is whether JBS 
uses its increased in-
vestment capacity to 
expand its Australian 
pig production and 
processing opera-
tions.

The additional cap-
ital could potentially 
support new pig pro-
duction capacity, ex-
pansion of existing 
farms, acquisitions, 
processing invest-
ment, technology and 
productivity improve-
ments.

It could also in-
crease competition 
for pigs, land, feed, 
labour and other re-
sources across the 
pork supply chain.

JBS Australia chief 
executive Brent East-
wood said the part-
nership would not 
change the company’s 
existing operations in 
the immediate term.

“Under the struc-
ture of the partner-
ship, JBS Australia’s 
operations remain 
unchanged – existing 
management retains 
day-to-day control, 
and nothing changes 
for our 17,000 team 
members, customers 
and producer part-
ners,” he said.

However, the longer-
term implications 
could be more sig-
nificant as the joint 
venture begins con-
sidering investment 
opportunities.

The company said 

JBS deal could 
reshape our pork 
investment outlook
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the available capital 
could be used for ac-
quisitions and green-
field and brownfield 
investments, meaning 
Australian pork pro-
ducers should watch 
closely for any future 
expansion or acquisi-
tion announcements 
from JBS.
Potential opport-
unity for pork  
exports

One of the most sig-
nificant longer-term 
opportunities could 
be the development of 
Australia’s pork ex-
port market.

The partnership is 
explicitly focused on 
Indonesia and South-
east Asia, a region 
of about 745 million 
people in 2024, ac-
cording to data from 
the ASEAN Secre-
tariat.

JBS global chief ex-
ecutive Gilberto To-
mazoni said the Aus-
tralian and New Zea-
land operations would 
provide a platform for 
growth across the re-
gion.

“As a cornerstone 
of the broader JBS 
global platform, our 
Australian and New 
Zealand footprint 
provides strong op-
erations, world-class 
standards and signifi-
cant growth poten-
tial,” Mr Tomazoni 
said.

“Together with Dan-
antara, we are well po-
sitioned to expand our 
presence across Indo-
nesia and Southeast 
Asia, strengthen re-
gional protein supply 
chains, broaden 
market access and ac-
celerate the develop-
ment of Indonesia’s 
protein sector.” 

For Australian pork, 
that raises the pos-
sibility of Australian 
production becoming 
part of a broader re-
gional supply chain.

Australia’s pork 
industry remains 
heavily focused on 
the domestic market 
and competes with 
substantial volumes 
of imported pork. 

Any successful ex-
pansion into export 
markets would there-
fore represent a sig-
nificant strategic 
opportunity for pro-
ducers.

However, the deal 
does not mean Indo-
nesian export mar-
kets are immediately 
opening to Australian 
pork, nor has JBS an-
nounced a specific 
Australian pork ex-
port program as part 
of the transaction.

The immediate focus 
of the partnership 
is broader regional 
protein growth, with 
specific Australian 
investments yet to be 
identified.

Indonesia could  
become strategic-
ally important

Indonesia’s involve-
ment is nevertheless 
significant.

The country is one 
of Southeast Asia’s 
largest and fastest-
growing economies, 
with increasing de-
mand for animal pro-
tein as incomes rise 
and populations be-
come more urbanised.

JBS said the region 
combines population 
growth, rising in-
comes, urbanisation 
and increasing pro-
tein consumption.

“We are building a 
stronger platform to 
capture long-term 
growth in global pro-
tein consumption,” 
Mr Tomazoni said. 

“At the same time, 
we are creating the 
conditions to expand 
our presence in Asia, 
one of the industry’s 
most dynamic re-
gions.”

While much of the 
initial focus is likely 
to be on developing 
Indonesia’s domestic 
protein sector, Aus-
tralian pork could 
potentially benefit 
if JBS develops in-
tegrated regional 
supply chains.

For Australian pro-
ducers, the opportu-
nity would be to es-
tablish pork as part of 
that regional protein 

strategy rather than 
limiting growth to the 
domestic market.
Greater investment 
could mean greater 
competition

The transaction is 
not without potential 
challenges for the 
wider Australian pork 
industry.

If JBS uses some 
of the new capital to 
expand its Australian 
pig production, the 
company could be-
come an even larger 
participant in the do-
mestic pork sector.

That could mean in-
creased competition 
for:

•	Breeding and 
growing capacity

•	Suitable land
•	Feed grain
•	Skilled labour
•	Existing pig farms 

and businesses
•	Processing and 

supply-chain assets.
For independent 

producers supplying 
processors, greater 
competition for pigs 
could potentially 
strengthen livestock 
demand.

However, further ex-
pansion of vertically 
integrated production 
could also increase 
the proportion of 
Australia’s pigs pro-
duced within JBS’s 
own supply chain.

That makes the na-
ture of future JBS in-
vestment particularly 

important for the 
broader industry.
Acquisition activity 
worth watching

The joint venture’s 
ability to fund acqui-
sitions could also ac-
celerate consolidation 
across the Australian 
protein sector.

JBS already has a 
substantial integrated 
pork business fol-
lowing the Rivalea 
acquisition. 

Further acquisitions 
could potentially in-
volve pig production, 
processing or other 
businesses connected 
to the pork supply 
chain. 

JBS deal could reshape our pork investment outlook

JBS global CEO Gilberto Tomazoni.

JBS Australia CEO Brent Eastwood.
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Ashley McAllister
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THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 
Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.
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Dr Roger Campbell
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ABN 79626160085
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CLEAR DRAINS FAST

Aussie Pumps 02 8865 3500
aussiepumps.com.au

COBRA DELUXE JETTERS
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SAVE 
$2,198

Fast & effective high 
pressure cleaning

Call Aussie for details.

www.porknews.com.au

Advertise your 
business card here
call 0450 672 553

https://porknews.com.au
mailto:c.mccann@becfeed.com.au
mailto:samuel.custodio@boehringer-ingelheim.com
mailto:a.mcallister@becfeed.com.au
mailto:rose.mcfarlane@boehringer-ingelheim.com
mailto:adam.heeley@boehringer-ingelheim.com
mailto:peter.bracken@boehringer-ingelheim.com
mailto:aaron@jacksonsaustralia.com
https://jacksonsaustralia.com.au
mailto:roger.campbell@rgcampbelladvisory.com.au
https://porknews.com.au
https://porknews.com.au
https://becfeed.com
https://becfeed.com
https://aussiepumps.com.au
mailto:rebecca@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
mailto:eddie@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
mailto:peixizlim@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
https://reevegroup.com.au
mailto:info@metrowest.com.au
https://metrowest.com.au
mailto:ben@collins.media
https://www2.zoetis.com.au
mailto:jorge@treidlia.com.au
https://treidlia.com.au
mailto:a.schoor@nfs.au
mailto:j.ramsey@nfs.au
mailto:r.crawford@nfs.au
https://www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au


Australian Pork Newspaper, September 2026 – Page 15www.porknews.com.au

Anke Woeckel 
Veterinarian
Technical Marketing - Swine

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd Level 
1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road 
Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113 
North Ryde Post Business Centre, 
Locked Bag 2234
North Ryde, NSW, 1670 Australia
T 1800 033 461
M 0437 010 683
anke.woeckel@msd.com

The Science of Healthier Animals
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Nathan Odell
Chief Supply Chain Officer
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Bjorn Ludvigsen
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M 0479 181 943
E bludvigsen@becampbell.com.au

LALLEMAND 
ANIMAL NUTRITION

Alison Leary - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0488 715 151  |  aleary@lallemand.com

Alex Turney - Managing Director, AUS & NZ
Mob: 0419 005 511  |  aturney@lallemand.com

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

SPECIFIC
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SUCCESS

Nathan Lister - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0438 190 388  |  nlister@lallemand.com

Luke Goldthorpe
Key Account Manager - Swine

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
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Locked Bag 2234
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luke.goldthorpe@msd.com
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guarantee you the best available.
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PIC Australia

PIC Australasia Pty Ltd, PO Box 39, Grong Grong NSW 2652
P: 02 6956 2105 F: 02 6956 2203 E: info@picaustralia.com.au

NEVER STOP IMPROVING

Joseph Pranilla, Technical Services Manager, WA
M: 0436 912 671  E: jpranilla@picaustralia.com.au

Clark Forbes, National Business Manager
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M: 0402 794 912 E: patricia.mitchell@picaustralia.com.au
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Greg Heeney
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We embrace new technologies and the opportunities that they bring

We are passionate about enhancing both your experience and your business by using 
the latest technology and insights to develop the best, most complete solutions for the 
challenges facing the swine industry. 

Our mission extends beyond addressing your immediate needs; we’re dedicated to 
creating a better future for generations to come.

Contact your local Boehringer Ingelheim Livestock representative to discuss how 
together we can build the resilience needed to withstand the challenges ahead.

Together, we get it right.

Life forward

The path ahead can  
seem unclear 

Building resilience to withstand 
any challenges, together

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. 
ABN 53 071 187 285. © 2024 Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AU-SWN-0003-2025

https://porknews.com.au
https://www.boehringer-ingelheim.com



