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LAST month, the 
Australian pork in-
dustry came together 
in Adelaide for Aus-
tralian Pork Lim-
ited’s October 2026 
Delegates Forum. 

These occasions 
are always a valu-
able opportunity to 
engage with our in-
dustry and one of 
APL’s most impor-
tant priorities each 
year. 

This Delegates 
Forum was also my 
first as chief execu-
tive officer of APL, 
and I was proud to 
share my vision to 
continue to grow 
and together build a 
profitable and sus-
tainable future for 
Australian pork. 

One of the key 
highlights of the Oc-
tober forum was the 
breadth of industry 
in attendance, as we 
opened the second 
day to more APL 
members than ever 
before. 

Across two days, 
presentations cov-
ered the industry 
and grains outlook, 
animal welfare, bi-
osecurity, sustain-
ability, marketing, 
consumer demand 
and research to im-
prove productivity, 
profitability and 
pork quality. 

Open question and 
answer forums, a 
producer-led innova-

tion challenge and 
networking opportu-
nities also ensured 
members could 
share their perspec-
tives and help shape 
the industry’s future.

The focal point 
for me were the two 
open forums, and 
it was great to hear 
from producers, 
their thoughts, ques-
tions relating to key 
areas currently af-
fecting our industry. 

APL remains com-
mitted to providing 
up-to-date informa-
tion to all members, 
and summary notes 
along with recorded 
presentations will be 
available to all APL 
members via the 
Member Portal. 

I am also taking 
this opportunity to 
provide a high-level 
overview and learn-
ings from the pres-
entations. 
State of the  
industry and wider 
agriculture

Current ABARES 
forecasts point to a 

decline in overall 
agricultural value, 
driven by lower 
cattle and sheep 
slaughter values and 
reduced crop pro-
duction. 

Despite this, 
poultry production 
continues to grow, 
supported by in-
creases in chicken 
slaughter and on-
going freedom from 
avian influenza.

Cattle slaughter is 
forecast to decline, 
though production 
remains historically 
high. 

Lamb production 
is expected to in-
crease due to higher 
lambing rates, 
strong availability 
and heavier carcass 
weights. 

Australia’s national 
sheep flock is also 
forecast to continue 
expanding.

Closer to home, 
Australian pork pro-
duction remains rel-
atively stable. 

The national sow 
herd is slightly 

higher than the pre-
vious year, while 
average carcass 
weights have in-
creased. 

Long-term con-
sumption data also 
indicates fresh pork 
consumption is 
continuing to grow 
gradually, with pork 
outperforming the 
overall fresh meat 
category.

Despite these 
promising figures, it 
is important to ac-
knowledge that many 
in our industry are 
facing ongoing prof-
itability challenges, 
with farmgate prices 
remaining below 
levels seen during 
recent strong market 
conditions in 2024-
25. 

While APL cannot 
influence commer-
cial pricing arrange-
ments, we remain 
focused on driving 
consumer demand 
and expanding 
market opportuni-
ties.

Exports remain a 
significant area of 
focus. 

Our Singapore 
market has declined 
due to government-
driven supplier di-
versification poli-
cies, which have in-
creased competition 
from other nations 
particularly China. 

Export volumes 

Reflections from October 
2026 Delegates Forum

AUST R A L A SI A N 
Pork Research In-
stitute Limited PhD 
Top-Up Scholarship 
recipient Cintia Am-
aral is making the 
most of every oppor-
tunity her PhD has to 
offer. 

Keen to expand her 
knowledge, build in-
dustry connections 
and gain hands-on 
experience, Cintia re-
cently embarked on 
an international re-
search journey across 
the US and Denmark. 

Along the way, she 
worked with leading 
researchers, explored 
cutting-edge tech-
nologies and gained 
valuable insights into 

global meat and pork 
production systems. 

Below Cintia shares 
how these experiences 
have shaped her re-
search and strength-
ened her passion for 
a career in the pork 
industry.

I believe it is im-
portant to take every 
opportunity to learn 
during a PhD, as these 
experiences are valu-
able in preparing for 
the next stage of a ca-
reer after graduation. 

Up-and-coming researcher 
seizes every opportunity

* continued P2
* continued P2

Point of View
by DARRYL D’SOUZA

CEO

APRIL PhD Top-Up Scholarship recipient Cintia Amaral.
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2026

NOV 10-13 – EuroTier 2026 – Hanover, 
Germany. https://www.eurotier.com/en/
NOV 20 – Ag Day 2026 – Australia. https://
agday.org.au

2027

JAN 5-7 – Banff Pork Seminar 2027 – 
Banff, Canada. https://www.banffpork.ca/
JAN 15-16 – International Conference 
for Swine Viral Diseases (23rd NAPRRS/
NC229) – Chicago, USA. https://vetmed.
illinois.edu/about-the-college/pathobiology/
north-american-prrs-symposium/
FEB 24-25 – RSPCA Animal Welfare 
Seminar 2027 – Online. https://www.
rspca.org.au/learn/animal-welfare-seminar/
rspca-animal-welfare-seminar-2027/
MAR 9-11 – National Feral Pig Conference 
2027 – Queensland, Australia. https://
fera lp igs.com.au/nat ional- feral -p ig-
conference-2027/
JUN 9-10 – World Pork Expo 2027 – Iowa, 
USA. https://www.worldpork.org
AUG 31 – Annual Swine Conference (37th 
Edition) – Illinois, USA. https://conference.
hogvet.com
NOV TBA – APSA Conference – Melbourne, 
Australia. https://www.apsa.asn.au

0450 672 553
porknews.com.au

How to supply event details: 
Send all details to Australian Pork 
Newspaper, PO Box 162, Wynnum, 
Qld 4178, call 0450 672 553 or email 
design@collins.media

Pork Industry
Calendar of Events

All producers are encouraged to send in 
emails or letters to be published in APN, 

outlining any concerns or issues you may 
have with the industry.

This is an open forum where you can cover 
any topic, whether for or against an issue.

APN is a wholly independent and  
self-funded publication owned by 

publisher Ben Collins.

Please send your emails or letters to: 
ben@collins.media or  

PO Box 162, Wynnum QLD 4178.

HAVE YOUR SAY!

With that in mind, I 
began exploring op-
portunities abroad 
that could expand my 
knowledge and give 
me international re-
search experience. 

As the US is one 
of the world’s largest 
producers and ex-
porters of meat, I con-
tacted a potential host 
supervisor at Colo-
rado State University, 
which is well known 
for its work in meat 
science. 

This led to an oppor-
tunity to spend four 
months as a visiting 
scholar, collaborating 
on ongoing research 
projects within the 
meat science group. 

During this period, I 
also collaborated on a 
project with the Uni-
versity of Wyoming 
and participated in a 
joint trial involving 
Texas Tech University 
and Texas A&M Uni-
versity. 

I attended courses, 
industry workshops, 
lectures and the Re-
ciprocal Meat Con-
ference, where I pre-
sented a poster on my 
PhD research. 

Before returning to 
Australia, I visited 
Kansas State Uni-
versity, Iowa State 
University, Purdue 
University and the 
University of Min-
nesota to learn more 
about their research in 
animal and meat sci-
ence. 

Following my ex-
perience in the US, 
I spent one week in 
Denmark on a tech-
nical visit with Front-
matec. 

This company man-

ufactures AutoFom 
III, an objective on-
line technology used 
to predict pork car-
cass composition in 
abattoirs. 

During the visit, I 
gained a better under-
standing of computed 
tomography cali-
bration procedures, 
image analysis and 
the development of 
prediction models to 
calibrate AutoFom III. 

The program also 
included a visit to 
the Danish Meat Re-
search Centre, where I 
learned about the na-
tional trials conducted 
to validate and ap-
prove carcass classi-
fication technologies 
and their calibration 
procedures. 

I also visited a com-
mercial pork abattoir, 
where I had the op-
portunity to see Au-
toFom III operating 
under commercial 
conditions. 

As part of this visit, 
I attended a meeting 
with the production 
management team 
to learn how carcass 
composition and pre-
dicted cut yields can 
support cut-floor op-
timisation, produc-
tion forecasting, pro-
cessing efficiency and 
maximising carcass 
value.

One common aspect 
I observed in both 
countries was the 
strong collaboration 
between universities, 
research centres and 
industry in supporting 
research, innovation 
and technology devel-
opment to address real 
industry needs. 

I also noticed a will-
ingness to openly 

share information 
about ongoing pro-
jects, which supports 
knowledge exchange 
across the sector. 

Another interesting 
aspect I observed in 
the US was the op-
portunity for students 
to work closely with 
industry, supporting 
the management and 
analysis of non-sen-
sitive data generated 
through the compa-
ny’s internal opera-
tions and processes. 

This gives stu-
dents practical in-
dustry experience and 
strengthens collabora-
tion between universi-
ties and industry. 

This time abroad 
allowed me to learn 
about different as-
pects of the meat 
supply chain, from 
animal production to 
processing. 

These experiences 
exposed me to dif-
ferent research groups, 
facilities and ap-

proaches, enhancing 
my understanding of 
how research is con-
ducted and applied in 
practice. 

I also gained prac-
tical insights into how 
carcass assessment 
technologies can be 
translated into com-
mercially relevant 
decisions within pork 
processing systems. 

This is particularly 
relevant to my PhD 
research, which fo-
cuses on evaluating 
alternative reference 
methods for cali-
brating technologies 
used to predict pork 
carcass composition 
and commercial cut 
weights within the 
Australian pork in-
dustry. 

The knowledge 
gained from these 
international expe-
riences will directly 
contribute to my PhD 
research and support 
the final stages of my 
thesis. 

Additionally, the 
skills developed and 
professional con-
nections established 
during this time will 
be valuable for my fu-
ture career within the 
pork industry.

Well done to Cintia 
for getting out there 
and experiencing the 
broader industry. 

Her enthusiasm for 
learning and willing-
ness to seek out new 
opportunities are in-
spiring, and it’s great 
to see her bringing 
valuable knowledge 
and connections back 
to the Australian pork 
industry. 

We wish Cintia all 
the best with the re-
mainder of her PhD 
and look forward to 
seeing where her re-
search and career take 
her next. 

Cintia’s research trip 
was in part supported 
by APRIL and Mur-
doch University. 
APRIL

* from P1

Up-and-coming researcher seizes every opportunity

and values have both 
fallen over the past 
year.

In response, APL is 
working closely with 
exporters to identify 
high-potential growth 
markets. 

Priority markets 
identified through 
industry consultation 
include Vietnam, the 
Philippines, Japan 
and South Korea. 
Imports hiding in 
plain sight

While overall im-
ports continue to  
decline, delegates 
heard how imported 
pork is displacing 
Australian fresh pork 
in foodservice. 

In the past year 
alone, around 40 
tonnes a week of fresh 
Australian pork has 
been replaced by im-

ports in two Mexican 
quick service restau-
rant chains. 

The Australian cus-
tomers are none the 
wiser, because menus 
are not required to 
say where the pork 
comes from.

APL’s recent call 
for transparency gen-
erated around 500 
pieces of media cov-
erage in only four 
days, reaching an 
estimated 10 million 
Australians. 

Most importantly, 
the issue is now 
firmly on the radar of 
the minister and the 
department respon-
sible. 

We will keep 
pushing until Austral-
ians can make an in-
formed choice wher-
ever they buy pork.
Grains outlook

As always, we were 

pleased to invite pig 
producer, grower and 
chair of Grains Re-
search Development 
Corporation Sharon 
Starick to provide 
a summary of the 
grains outlook. 

Australia’s winter 
crop is forecast to re-
main above average, 
with a particularly 
strong barley harvest 
expected. 

National grain pro-
duction is forecast at 
approximately 61 mil-
lion tonnes, supported 
by strong production 
across Western Aus-
tralia, South Australia 
and Victoria. 

Barley production is 
forecast to reach re-
cord levels, providing 
favourable feed 
supply conditions for 
producers. 

However, local feed 
prices will continue 

to be influenced by 
freight costs, ex-
port demand, grain 
quality, exchange 
rates and global grain 
markets. 

Delegates also heard 
about the planned 
refresh of the Aus-
tralian Pork Sustain-
ability Framework. 

The update will 
make the framework 
more measurable and 
transparent, with no 
material change to 
how producers run 
their businesses day 
to day. 

Delegates will have 
the chance to pro-
vide feedback over 
the coming months, 
ahead of Board sign-
off in early 2027.

As part of the An-
nual General Meeting, 
also held during this 
period, we also saw 
the renomination of 

producer directors 
to the APL Board, 
Dawson Bradford and 
Dr Cherie Collins. 

APL congratulates 
the directors on their 
reappointment and 
looks forward to 
working with them 
for another term. 

I would like to sin-
cerely thank all those 
from the pork in-
dustry who took the 
time away from their 
own farms and op-
erations to partici-
pate in this delegates’ 
meeting and represent 
the views and issues 
of our members. 

I also thank eve-
ryone in the room for 
their engagement and 
contributions, their 
messages of encour-
agement and look for-
ward to welcoming 
everyone again in 
May 2027. 

Reflections from APL’s October 2026 Delegates Forum
* from P1

Cintia attended courses, industry workshops, lectures and the Reciprocal 
Meat Conference, where she presented a poster on her PhD research. 
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Your solutions should too.
evolve.

Your challenges

Superior protection against the most challenging mycotoxins, 
including DON, fusaric acid and Penicillium-derived toxins.

The next generation mycotoxin solution:

Visit www.alltechlienert.com.au to learn more.

Broad-spectrum 
mycotoxin protection

Backed by extensive 
scientific research

Advanced binding 
efficacy

https://porknews.com.au
https://www.alltechlienert.com.au
https://www.alltechlienert.com.au/services/mycotoxin-management/
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BIOFILM is not just 
slime, it is a microbial 
fortress where bacteria 
survive, cooperate and 
protect themselves.

A drinking water 
system completely free 
of biofilm seems vir-
tually impossible in 
practice. 

Unmanaged biofilm 
forms a permanent mi-
crobiological reservoir 
that can negatively af-
fect water quality, an-
imal health and tech-
nical performance. 

Despite the growing 
awareness of water hy-
giene, the role of bio-
film is still underesti-
mated on many poultry 
and swine farms.

One of the biggest 
misconceptions is 
that clear water auto-
matically means clean 
water. 

In reality, the ma-
jority of the micro-
bial population is 

often not found in the 
water itself, but on the 
inner surfaces of the 
drinking water lines. 

Various studies have 
shown that more than 
95 percent of the mi-
croorganisms present 
in a drinking water 
system may reside 
within the biofilm 
rather than in the water 
phase.

To address the root 
cause of microbial 
contamination, an ap-
proach specifically de-
signed to remove bio-
film is needed.
The formation of 
biofilm

Biofilm is a complex 
microbial community 
consisting of bacteria, 
fungi, yeasts, organic 
matter and mineral de-
posits. 

These microorgan-
isms are embedded in 
a self-produced matrix 
of extracellular poly-
meric substances. 

This EPS matrix 
forms a protective 
structure that shields 
microorganisms from 
external influences 
such as disinfectants, 
temperature fluctua-
tions and dehydration. 

Within a biofilm, mi-
croorganisms do not 
function as individual 
cells but as an organ-
ised community. 

Through a process 
known as quorum 
sensing, bacteria com-
municate with each 
other using chemical 
signalling molecules. 

This allows them to 
coordinate their me-
tabolism, growth rates 
and production of pro-
tective slime layers. 

In addition, hori-
zontal gene transfer 
frequently occurs 
within biofilms, ena-
bling bacteria to ex-
change genetic mate-
rial. 

As a result, traits 
such as increased tol-
erance to disinfectants 
and antibiotics can 
spread more rapidly 
throughout the micro-
bial community.

Biofilm formation 
often begins within 
hours after a clean sur-
face comes into con-
tact with water. 

Pioneer organisms 

such as pseudomonas 
spp attach themselves 
to the pipe wall and 
start producing EPS, 
creating a foundation 
for other bacterial spe-
cies to colonise. 

Under the micro-
scope, a mature bio-
film reveals a complex 
three-dimensional ar-
chitecture containing 
microscopic water 
channels that transport 
oxygen, nutrients and 
metabolites throughout 
the structure. 

This sophisticated 
organisation explains 
why bacteria em-
bedded in a biofilm 
are significantly better 
protected than free-
floating bacteria in the 
water. 

Depending on the 
bacterial species and 
the composition of 
the biofilm, microor-
ganisms can be tens 
to thousands of times 
more resistant to disin-
fectants than the same 
bacteria in their plank-
tonic state.
Reduced efficacy of 
medications and  
vaccines

In addition to the 
microbiological risks, 
biofilm can also affect 
the effectiveness of on-
farm health manage-
ment programs. 

The EPS matrix be-
haves like a sponge 
and can absorb active 
compounds from the 
drinking water. 

As a result, antibi-
otics, organic acids, 
vaccines and other ad-
ditives may become 
partially trapped or 
used within the bio-
film before reaching 
the animals.

This can lead to less 
predictable uptake 
and reduced efficacy 
of treatments or vac-
cinations administered 
through the drinking 
water system.
Water analysis

Though most water 
analyses focus on the 
water itself, the bulk of 
the microbial load is 
typically found in the 
biofilm lining the in-
side of the water line. 

Under favourable 
conditions, more than 
95 percent of the mi-
croorganisms present 

in a drinking water 
system may reside 
within the biofilm, 
while less than 5 
percent remain free-
floating in the water.

This also explains 
why water samples 
can sometimes show 
acceptable microbio-
logical results while 
health problems persist 
on the farm. 

At the moment of 
sampling, the analysis 
primarily measures the 
bacteria present in the 
water phase, whereas 
a much larger micro-
bial population may 
remain hidden within 
the biofilm.
Chlorine-based  
disinfectants versus 
Intra Hydrocare

For this reason, disin-
fection alone is insuf-
ficient. 

Products such as 
chlorine and chlorine 
dioxide are effective at 
reducing free-floating 
bacteria in the water, 
but they have a limited 
effect on the under-
lying biofilm structure. 

As a result, the micro-
bial load in the water 
may decrease while 
the primary source of 
contamination remains 
present inside the 
drinking system.

Intra Hydrocare is 
specifically for use in 
drinking water and de-
signed to break down 
and remove biofilm. 

Due to the high sta-
bility of its active com-
ponents, the product 
remains effective 
throughout the entire 
drinking water system, 
constantly targeting 
the biofilm where 
pathogens hide.

A biofilm reduction 
focused approach tar-
gets the source of mi-
crobial contamination 
itself. 

This is why biofilm 
control forms the foun-
dation of a sustainable 
water hygiene program 
and provides optimal 
support for animal 
health, technical per-
formance and farm 
profitability.

Reproduced from 
an article written by 
Arjan van de Vonder-
voort, Intracare, Neth-
erlands. 

No effective water hygiene without biofilm removal

Applications close: 
15 November 2026
Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne
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Help shape the future of Victoria’s swine industry

Chairperson and Committee Members sought
The Victorian Government is seeking expressions of interest for the positions of 
Chairperson and up to eight Committee Members on the Swine Industry Projects 
Advisory Committee.

Appointments are for a three-year term.

Make an impact

The Committee provides independent advice to the 
Minister for Agriculture on investments and initiatives 
that strengthen Victoria’s swine industry through 
improved biosecurity, animal health and market access.

We are seeking experience in:

• Pig, pork and allied industries
• Biosecurity and market access
• Quality assurance and food safety
• Finance, law or business management
• Agricultural, animal or veterinary science
• Public policy

Desirable Experience

• Producer/duty payer representation
• Board or committee experience
• Research investment and innovation
• Processing, packing or export experience

Applications are encouraged from industry leaders, producers, scientists and professionals 
with relevant expertise and a commitment to supporting Victoria’s swine industry.

Apply now

Submit an Expression of Interest and CV through Join a Public Board.

The Position Description is available through Join a Public Board or by emailing 
biosecurity.governance@agriculture.vic.gov.au.

The Victorian Government encourages applications from people of all backgrounds 
and is committed to ensuring boards and committees reflect the diversity of the 
Victorian community.

Biofilm formation often begins within hours after a clean surface comes 
into contact with water.

In addition to the microbiological risks, biofilm can also affect the effec-
tiveness of on-farm health management programs.

https://porknews.com.au
mailto:biosecurity.governance@agriculture.vic.gov.au
mailto:sales@jacksonsaustralia.com
https://jacksonsaustralia.com.au
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ON pig farms, bios-
ecurity is often consid-
ered at the gate – ve-
hicles, people, equip-
ment and movement 
between sheds. 

But one of the most 
important pathways 
can be much harder 
to see. 

Intake water may 
look clean, pass 
through treatment and 
reach pigs without 
raising any obvious 
alarms. 

Yet water moves 
through every part of 
the production system 
– from source and 
treatment to storage 
tanks, pipes, drinker 

lines and animal ac-
cess points. 

Along the way, water 
quality can change 
and pick up a range 
of hidden biosecurity 
risks.

Biofilms are one of 
the most overlooked 
challenges. 

These sticky micro-
bial layers form along 
the inside of pipes 
and water infrastruc-
ture, where they can 
shelter microorgan-
isms from routine 
treatment. 

If disturbed, bio-
films can release con-
tamination back into 
the system, turning 
a localised reservoir 
into a broader pro-
duction challenge.

A Pork CRC project 
involving 57 com-
mercial Australian 
piggeries found that 
around 23 percent of 
source samples ex-
ceeded the study’s 
proposed acceptable 
level for e coli. 

At the shed drinker, 
that figure increased 
to 65 percent. 

Total coliform ex-
ceedances also rose 
from approximately 
45 percent at the 
source to 73 percent 
in the shed.

In practical terms, 
the message for Aus-
tralian producers is 
clear – water that ap-
pears acceptable at 
intake may tell a very 
different story by the 
time it reaches the 
pigs. 

Testing the source 
alone is unlikely to 
provide a complete 
picture of the water 
quality risks within 
the system.

Effective water bi-
osecurity is there-
fore about more than 
treating water once. 

Testing at key 
checkpoints, in-

cluding source, post-
treatment and end-of-
line water, can help 
identify where water 
quality is changing, 
whether treatment 
systems are working 
and where biofilms 
or infrastructure may 
be contributing to on-
going pathogen pres-
sure.

Genics Pork Mul-
tiPath supports this 
disease surveillance 
approach by detecting 
multiple respiratory 
and enteric pathogens 
from a single sample, 
including water, sa-
liva, faeces or bio-
aerosols samples. 

Developed with sup-
port from Australian 
Pork Limited, this 
highly sensitive and 
specific pathogen de-
tection tool can help 
strengthen disease 
monitoring across 

key biosecurity 
checkpoints. 

Together, water 
testing and popula-
tion-level surveil-
lance methods can 
provide a clearer 
view of risks that 
might otherwise go 
unnoticed, helping 
producers act before 
small signals become 
larger production 
problems.

To learn more about 
Genics Pork Mul-
tiPath, scan the QR 
code below. 
Australian Pork 
Limited and Genics

Genics Pork MultiPath, a highly sensitive and 
specific pathogen detection tool.

CONVENIENT DOSING APPLICATOR
Premi-Boost+ 250mL comes with a separate dosing applicator that delivers precisely 2mL per dose. This 
ensures accurate and convenient administration to newborn, underweight and premature piglets.
The applicator simplifies the dosing process, making it easy for caregivers to provide the necessary nutritional 
support to young animals.

PACK SIZE: 250MLDOSE RATE

ONE PUMP = 2ML
2mL: Newborn, underweight and premature piglets 
soon after birth.
Repeat the following day if necessary.
For any remaining product, reapply the original bottle 
cap and store in a cool/dry place for up to 3 months.
Rinse and clean trigger prior to reusing.

SHAKE WELL BEFORE USE

Supports growth, development and vitality

Boosts energy in weak and underweight 
newborns

Promotes immune function, digestive health and 
overall wellbeing

Aids in the prevention of nutritional deficiencies 
and supports optimal growth trajectories

Easy-to-administer paste formulation ensures 
accurate dosing and maximum effectiveness.

REBECCA JAMIESON - SWINE KEY ACCOUNT MANAGER

0400 392 111
DISTRIBUTED BY:

PREMI-BOOST+

PIGLETS
Vetsense Premi-Boost+ is a specialised nutritional 
paste designed to support the health and vitality of 
weak, underweight and premature piglets. 
Formulated with a precise blend of essential vitamins, 
minerals and amino acids, Premi-Boost+ provides 
comprehensive support for the early development and 
growth of piglets.

Clean water and clearer biosecurity

Scan to learn more.

https://porknews.com.au
mailto:sales@titanfan.com.au
https://www.vetsense.com.au
https://www.genics.com.au/porkmultipath/
mailto:david.sherwood@ew-nutrition.com
https://ew-nutrition.com/animal-nutrition/products/mastersorb/
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CONTACT USCONTACT USCONTACT US

RELIABLE & SIMPLE RELIABLE & SIMPLE 

VENTURI AERATION
SYSTEM
VENTURI AERATION
SYSTEM

(02) 9898 1800(02) 9898 1800(02) 9898 1800 Hydroinnovations.com.auHydroinnovations.com.auHydroinnovations.com.au sales@hydroinnovations.com.ausales@hydroinnovations.com.ausales@hydroinnovations.com.au

BEFORE BEFORE AFTER AFTER 

Much safer and much easier to maintain.Much safer and much easier to maintain.  Much safer and much easier to maintain. 

Gorman-Rupp’sGorman-Rupp’s

AN emergency 
animal disease 
outbreak has the 
potential to cause 
major challenges 
for pork producers, 
including the need 
to dispose of large 
numbers of ani-
mals on farm.

Mass disposal 
may be needed 
to limit disease 
spread and protect 
animal welfare. 

Though pro-
ducers hope never 
to need it, having 
a plan in place be-
fore an EAD event 
can support faster 
more appropriate 
decision making.

Identifying po-
tential disposal 
sites in advance al-
lows producers to 
consider practical 
and regulatory re-
quirements before 
an emergency oc-
curs. 

To support in-
dustry prepared-
ness, Australian 
Pork Limited has 
supported the de-
velopment of an 
online Mass Dis-
posal Planner for 
pork producers.

This resource 
helps producers 
identify and assess 
potential burial 
sites for mass pig 
disposal, using 
site-specific in-
formation and rel-
evant legislative 
requirements.

Producers can 
enter details about 
their property and 
proposed disposal 
site. 

The Mass Dis-
posal Planner then 
calculates disposal 
requirements and 
provides relevant 
information and 
resources, in-
cluding legislative 
requirements for 
the selected juris-
diction.

The planner also 
supports producers 
with meeting their 
VEBS Perfor-
mance Indicator 
1.1c and can as-
sist with environ-
mental planning 
applications and 
general farm emer-
gency prepared-
ness.

After the required 
details are entered, 
the Mass Disposal 
Planner generates 

a downloadable 
PDF report. 

It can also be used 
multiple times, en-
abling producers 
to assess and com-
pare different po-
tential burial sites 
on their property.

The Mass Dis-
posal Planner for 
the pork industry 
supports broader 
EAD preparedness 
by helping pro-
ducers identify op-
tions and consider 
the suitability of 
different locations.

No producer 
wants to face mass 
pig disposal, but 
preparation is es-
sential to man-
aging the potential 
impacts of an EAD 
outbreak.

Producers are 
encouraged to use 
the Mass Disposal 
Planner to identify 
and assess poten-
tial burial sites 
while there is time 
to review options 
and address any is-
sues.

The planner is 
freely available 
on the Australian 
Pork website, scan 
the QR code below.
Disclaimer

The tool is in-
tended for general 
information and 
preparedness pur-
poses and should 
not replace site-
specific specialist, 
regulatory or pro-
fessional advice. 

While reason-
able care has been 
taken to ensure the 
information is ac-
curate, APL does 
not guarantee its 
accuracy or com-
pleteness and ac-
cepts no liability 
for reliance on the 
tool. 
Australian Pork 
Limited

APL launches 
tool to support 
producers’ EAD 
preparedness

Scan for the Mass 
Disposal Planner.

DARLING Irrigation 
supplies solutions for 
irrigation, domestic 
water systems, mining 
hydraulics, stock wa-
tering and more. 

With a staff of 
around 50 and four 
locations in western 
NSW – and one in 
Launceston – Dar-
ling Irrigation assists 
a wide range of cus-
tomers with quality 
water systems.

The company re-
cently undertook a 
contract for the design 
and construction of 
water and wastewater 
infrastructure for the 
upgraded Bourke Ab-
attoir.

Wanting to deliver 
a quality project with 
pumps that were reli-
able, easy to maintain 
and safe for operators, 

Darling Irrigation ap-
proached Hydro Inno-
vations for solutions 
using Gorman-Rupp 
self-priming pumps.

There were five ap-
plications for a total 
of nine pumps from 
kill floor hose down to 
pond storage transfer 
and effluent pumping. 

As some of these ap-
plications contained 
abrasive media in the 
pumped water, Hydro 
Innovations offered 
pumps with Gorman-
Rupp ‘hard iron’ in-
ternals to reduce wear 
rates and considerably 
lengthen the intervals 
between servicing.

Darling Irrigation 
chose the Gorman 
Rupp pumps for their 
strong international 
reputation, reliability 
and longevity in tough 

pumping conditions. 
And because they 

are self-priming 
pumps, they could be 
mounted at ground 
level so that operators 
have easy and safe ac-
cess to the pumps for 
monitoring and main-
tenance, without the 
need for cranes. 

On the job for Dar-
ling Irrigation project 
manager Phil Cheg-
widden has been im-
pressed by how easy 
the pumps were to 
install, how quickly 
the pumps prime and 
how smoothly they 
operate. 

He said he could un-
derstand why many 
abattoirs have stand-
ardised on Gorman-
Rupp pumps for their 
wastewater systems.

For further infor-

mation regarding 
the extensive range 
of Gorman Rupp 
self-priming pumps 
and the services that 
Hydro Innovations is 
able to offer to remedy 
your wastewater, sew-

erage, aeration and 
any pump issues, visit 
our very informative 
website at www.hy 
droinnovations.com.
au or phone 02 9898 
1800. 
Hydro Innovations

Darling Irrigation chose the Gorman Rupp 
pumps for their strong international reputa-
tion, reliability and longevity in tough pump-
ing conditions. 

Bourke Abattoir goes with Gorman-Rupp pumps

https://porknews.com.au
https://www.hydroinnovations.com.au
mailto:sales@hydroinnovations.com.au
https://www.hydroinnovations.com.au
https://disposaltool.australianpork.com.au/
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PORK belly is just 
glorious.

In all its forms, all 
its cooking styles, 
all its recipes and in 
all the countries in 
which it is admired… 
it is simply glorious.

While I lay no claim 
to being a masterful 
home chef, I do buy 
and cook pork belly 
often.

But most often I 
enjoy it when eating 
out, especially roast 
pork belly at a fa-
vourite restaurant in 
Perth’s Northbridge 
entertainment pre-
cinct.

For pork belly 
lovers, it is some-
what confusingly 
( C o n f u c i u s ’ l y ? ) 
named the Good 
Fortune Roast Duck 
House, as this Chi-
nese restaurant is also 
home to delicious 
duck.

According to Aus-
tralian Pork Limited, 
cooking a fool proof 
1kg roast pork belly 
is a six-step process.
Step 1

Remove your roast 
from the packaging 
and pat dry with 
paper towel. 

With a small sharp 
knife, deeply score 
the rind at 1cm inter-
vals, being careful to 
not cut into the meat. 

If time allows, leave 
the scored roast un-
covered in the fridge 

for one hour, or ide-
ally overnight. 

This process further 
dries the rind and aids 
the crackling process.
Step 2

When you’re ready 
to cook, put your 
pork on a wire rack 
in the sink and pour 
a jug of boiling water 
over the rind. 

Pat dry thoroughly 
with paper towel.
Step 3

Rub the roast with 
oil and salt (more if 
you like salty crack-
ling), making sure the 
oil and salt penetrate 
the scores.
Step 4

Place the roast on 
a wire rack inside a 
baking tray and cook 
at 240C until the 
rind crackles and is 
golden brown, for up 
to 40 minutes.
Step 5

Turn the oven down 
to 180C and cook for 
25 minutes.
Step 6

Once cooked, let the 
roast rest for 10 min-

utes before slicing.
To me pork belly is 

a versatile pork cut, 
not to be confined to 
roasting alone, albeit 
top of my pork pops 
is a well-done crispy 
oven-cooked pork 
belly.

As per the pictures 
on this page, I also 
enjoy marinating 
pork belly strips and 
then frying them with 
onions for example.

I’ve also been known 
to, lazily I admit, by-
pass the marinating 
and simply pan fry 
pork belly strip toma-
toes and an onion.

That’s yummy too.
Whenever pan-

frying pork belly 
strips, be sure to 
cook the fat side on 
high heat first be-
fore laying the strips 
down. 

This almost gives 
you the sought-after 
essential crackling.

So, no matter how 
you choose to enjoy 
your pork belly, go 
get ‘crackling’. 

Pork goes gloriously belly up

Cant
Comment  

by BRENDON CANT

Marinating pork belly strips always adds some-
thing to the resultant flavour and is a must do 
with some recipes.

A Greek pasta dish, a Greek salad and mari-
nated fried pork belly strips went down a treat 
with everyone for a recent Sunday birthday 
celebration lunch.

Pan-fried pork belly and onions coming up.

Tinned diced tomatoes are a pantry staple in 
my kitchen and adding them to this pork belly 
fry-up with onions made for a tasty meal.

On the menu as French pork belly at the oddly 
named Tiger Fish restaurant on Cottesloe 
Beach, it impressed the author, who was 
coerced into a little sharing too.

Pasture-raised Berkshire pork is the pork of 
choice for the author. This pork belly is lovingly 
grown and regularly sold at weekend farmers’ 
markets by Travis and Zoe of Allington Family 
Farm at Tenterden in WA’s Great Southern.

https://porknews.com.au
https://www.boehringer-ingelheim.com
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sue.ellis@apiam.com.au

shaun.welsh@apiam.com.au
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AUSTRALIAN pork 
producers are calling 
for stronger food-label-
ling requirements after 
it emerged that Mex-
ican fast-food chain 
Guzman y Gomez uses 
imported pork along-
side locally produced 
meat in its Australian 
menu items.

The restaurant chain 

sources pork from 
both Australia and 
Denmark for meals 
including burritos and 
tacos. 

The practice has re-
ignited debate about 
whether customers 
should be told where 
meat served by res-
taurants and takeaway 
outlets originates.

Industry representa-
tives argue that clearer 
information would 
help consumers make 
informed purchasing 
decisions while giving 
Australian farmers a 
fairer opportunity to 
compete with overseas 
suppliers.
Pork industry pushes 
for mandatory menu 
labelling

Australian Pork Lim-
ited is advocating for 
country-of-origin in-
formation to be dis-
played on menus, 
bringing pork in food-
service businesses 
closer to the labelling 
requirements now ap-
plying to seafood.

Under seafood-label-
ling rules introduced 
in Australia in July 
2026, hospitality busi-
nesses must identify 
the origin of seafood 
served for immediate 
consumption. 

Supporters of reform 
want a comparable 
approach for pork 
and potentially other 
meats.

At present, customers 
ordering many res-
taurant and takeaway 
meals may have little 
indication of whether 
the meat they are 
eating was raised do-
mestically or imported.

The pork industry 
says this creates an 
uneven playing field, 
particularly when busi-
nesses promote their 
support for Australian 
produce without 
clearly identifying the 
origin of every ingre-
dient.
Farmers question 
reliance on imported 
supplies

Australian pig pro-
ducers have raised 
concerns about the use 
of overseas pork when 
domestic farms are ca-
pable of supplying the 
market.

Farmers point to 
Australia’s animal-
welfare, environmental 
and workplace require-
ments as important 
factors in the cost of 

Imported pork on fast-
food menus fuels calls 
for greater transparency
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it’s visible! 

A healthy pig,
HEAT

S
TR ESS

Partnering in microbial solutions for a changing world.

Using sound science, proven results and knowledge from experience, Lallemand Animal 
Nutrition helps our customers and industry partners be more successful – and animals 
lead healthier lives.
Lallemand Animal Nutrition provides a full range of speci�c microbial products, services 
and solutions that improve animal performance, and support their health and well-being
while respecting animals, people and the environment.
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* continued P11

Guzman y Gomez has confirmed that its Australian operations use both 
Australian and Danish pork. 

https://porknews.com.au
https://aussiepumps.com.au
https://www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com/en/australia/?market=australia
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Animal housing 
for peak livestock performance

Your partner at every stage

Interested in progress, profit, & smarter solutions?

Species We Support

Pigs Poultry

Design &
Engineering

Project 
Delivery

Paxoma precures, designs, builds, and advises on science led animal infrastructure 
systems that optimise the welfare and potential of animals. Connect with our team 
for more progressive, profitable, and rewarding agriculture solutions. 

Equipment
Supply

Turnkey
Construction

Maintenance 
& Support

Dairy Beef

National Builder  0429 498 409 | INFO@PAXOMA.COM.AU Paxoma is a subsidiary of FeedWorks

local production. 
They argue that con-

sumers should be able 
to distinguish Aus-
tralian pork from im-
ported alternatives 
when deciding where 
to spend their money.

Producers have also 
challenged the sugges-
tion that seasonal con-
siderations can explain 
the use of imported 
pork. 

Pig farming oper-
ates throughout the 
year, with domestic 
producers supplying 
animals on an ongoing 
basis.

For farmers, the issue 
extends beyond an indi-
vidual restaurant chain. 

They say more trans-
parent labelling could 
strengthen consumer 
confidence in Aus-
tralian agriculture 
and encourage greater 
support for local pro-
ducers.
Imported pork  
accounts for a  
significant share  
of consumption

Australia relies 
heavily on imported 
pork to meet domestic 
demand. 

Figures cited by the 
pork industry indicate 
that the country im-
ported approximately 
167,000 tonnes of pork 

and pork products in 
2025, valued at slightly 
more than $1 billion.

Industry estimates 
suggest imported prod-
ucts make up more than 
40 percent of the pork 
consumed in Australia.

Imported pork is used 
across the food-service 
sector, including res-
taurants, pubs and fast-
food outlets. 

It is also a major in-
gredient in processed 
products such as ham 
and bacon.

Imports are permitted 
under Australian bi-
osecurity controls de-
signed to reduce the 
risk of exotic animal 
diseases entering the 
country.

The scale of imports 
means that the ques-
tion of origin affects 
consumers well beyond 
fast-food restaurants, 
particularly when pork 
is incorporated into 
prepared meals or pro-
cessed products.
Consumers want 
more information

Research commis-
sioned by Australian 
Pork Limited has indi-
cated strong consumer 
support for greater 
transparency about the 
origin of pork served in 
restaurants.

Industry representa-
tives say customers 

should be given the 
information needed 
to choose Australian 
products if they prefer 
to support domestic 
farmers.

They also argue that 
clear labelling could 
help customers weigh 
up price, production 
standards and the eco-
nomic benefits of pur-
chasing locally pro-
duced food.

Without consistent in-
formation, consumers 
may struggle to identify 
the origin of meat used 
in takeaway meals, 
even when they ac-
tively seek Australian 
produce.
Guzman y Gomez 
defends its sourcing 
approach

Guzman y Gomez 
has confirmed that its 
Australian operations 
use both Australian and 
Danish pork. 

The company has at-
tributed its sourcing 
decisions to considera-
tions including product 
quality, availability and 
price.

The chain has also 
highlighted its sup-
port for Australian 
farmers and its focus 
on sourcing quality in-
gredients.

However, the debate 
has raised questions 
about how businesses 

communicate their 
sourcing practices and 
whether general com-
mitments to Australian 
produce provide enough 
detail for customers.
Calls for reform  
continue

The dispute has added 
momentum to the pork 
industry’s campaign for 
consistent origin infor-
mation across the hos-
pitality sector.

Supporters of reform 
say extending menu-
labelling requirements 
to pork would bring 
greater consistency to 
food-origin disclosures 
and give customers 
more control over their 
purchasing decisions.

For Australian 
farmers, the central 
concern is ensuring that 
locally produced pork 
can compete on a fairer 
basis. 

For consumers, the 
issue is whether they 
should have access to 
straightforward infor-
mation about the origin 
of the meat they order.

As pressure for re-
form grows, the de-
bate is likely to focus 
on whether Australia 
should extend its ap-
proach to seafood la-
belling to other animal 
products sold through 
restaurants and take-
away businesses. 

Imported pork on fast-food menus 
fuels calls for greater transparency
* from P10

GyG’s sourcing considerations include product quality, availability and 
price.

https://porknews.com.au
mailto:info@paxoma.com.au
https://austwaste.com.au
mailto:operations@austwaste.com.au
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FOR Australian pork 
producers, biosecu-
rity has always been 
a priority. 

However, over the 
past decade the con-
versation has shifted 
from simply pre-
venting disease to 
understanding the 
broader financial 
consequences that an 
outbreak can create.

Whether the threat 
comes from African 
swine fever, foot-
and-mouth disease, 
Japanese encephalitis 
virus or emerging 
diseases overseas, 
producers are in-
creasingly asking 
the same question: 
“What would the fi-

nancial impact on my 
business be if a major 
disease outbreak oc-
curred tomorrow?”

Australia remains 
free from many of 
the devastating dis-
eases affecting pig 
populations overseas, 
but recent events 
have highlighted how 
quickly global dis-
ease outbreaks can 
disrupt supply chains, 
markets and producer 
confidence. 

For producers, the 
risk extends well be-
yond livestock losses.

A disease event can 
trigger movement 
restrictions, market 
disruptions, depopu-
lation programs, 
prolonged clean-up 
periods and signifi-
cant challenges in 
returning to normal 
production. 

While government 
and industry re-
sponse frameworks 
provide important 
support mechanisms, 
many producers are 
surprised to learn 
that these arrange-
ments are principally 
designed to support 
disease control and 
eradication efforts, 
rather than address 
the broader financial 
impacts on a busi-
ness.

This distinction is 
important.

The Australian pork 
industry has built a 
strong reputation for 
biosecurity and pre-
paredness, supported 
by coordinated in-
dustry and govern-
ment responses to 
emergency animal 
disease threats. 

However, disease 
risks continue to 
evolve. 

Increasing global 
trade, movement of 

people and goods, 
changing wildlife 
interactions and 
emerging disease 
threats all contribute 
to an increasingly 
complex operating 
environment for pro-
ducers.

Over the past several 
years, Gallagher has 
been working closely 
with pork producers 
across Australia to 
better understand 
these exposures, the 
practical challenges 
producers face during 
a disease event and 
the areas where tra-
ditional risk transfer 
mechanisms may not 
adequately respond.

What we have 
heard consistently 
from producers is 
that while biosecu-
rity remains critical, 
many businesses are 
seeking greater cer-
tainty around the fi-
nancial consequences 
of a major disease 
outbreak.

This feedback has 
led to significant col-
laboration between 
Gallagher’s specialist 
agriculture team, pro-
ducers and insurance 
markets, both locally 
and internationally. 

Through these dis-
cussions, we have 
been exploring inno-
vative approaches to 
addressing disease-
related exposures that 
have historically been 

difficult and, in some 
cases, impossible to 
insure.

Importantly, this is 
not about replacing 
biosecurity. 

No insurance policy 
can prevent a disease 
event, and robust bi-
osecurity practices 
will always remain 
the industry’s first 
and most important 
line of defence.
Disease risk is  
ultimately a  
business risk

As for any signifi-
cant business risk, 
disease exposure de-
serves careful consid-
eration, planning and 
discussion.

At Gallagher, our 
work with pork pro-
ducers across Aus-
tralia has reinforced 
a simple lesson – the 
most effective con-
versations occur be-
fore an outbreak, not 
after one. 

Understanding both 
the operational and 
financial impact of 
disease risk enables 
producers to make in-
formed decisions that 
support the long-term 
sustainability of their 
businesses.

While Emergency 
Animal Disease 
Response Agree-
ment compensation 
plays a critical role 
in supporting in-
dustry responses to  

Gallagher (formerly Tresidder Insurance Brokers)
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Gallagher manager corporate Clarissa 
Crothers-Stomps.

Gallagher has been working with Australian pork producers to better understand risk exposures.

Disease risk in Australian pork production

* continued P13
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CLEAN water and 
sanitation are the 
foundation of our civ-
ilisation.

That is just as true 
on a modern pig farm. 

At a large-scale pig-
gery keeping things 
clean is a daily job. 

The farms can house 
around thousands of 
sows at any one time. 

With that many ani-
mals, good drainage 
and hygiene are es-
sential. 

A blocked drain 
might sound like a 
small problem. 

On a large piggery, 
it is not.

The Australian pork 
industry is big busi-
ness. 

It contributes more 
than $6.9 billion 
to the Australian 
economy and sup-
ports about 36,000 
full-time equivalent 
jobs. 

Australia has a na-
tional sow herd of ap-
proximately 289,000 
and produces hun-
dreds of thousands of 
tonnes of pork each 
year. 

At this scale, equip-
ment has to work. 

There is little room 
for machinery that is 
difficult to use, un-
reliable or simply not 
up to the job.
Simple solution to 
dirt problem

Having the right 
equipment on hand 

is essential for main-
taining a clean and 
efficient piggery. 

Already familiar 
with Aussie Pumps 
products, a farm in 
Goondiwindi re-
cently added an 
Aussie King Cobra 
5000psi 16LPM 
trailer-mounted drain 
cleaner to its equip-
ment lineup.

The King Cobra is a 
Class A jetter. 

It does not require 
RTO certification, 
making it a practical 
and readily available 
drain-cleaning so-
lution for farm per-
sonnel. 

When a drain 
blocks, there is no 
need to wait around 

for a contractor. 
The King Cobra can 

be taken directly to 
the problem and put 
to work.

Wastewater and 
effluent can con-
tain high organic 
loads and potentially 
harmful pathogens. 

Keeping drains 
clear helps maintain a 
cleaner working envi-
ronment and supports 
good farm hygiene 
and biosecurity prac-
tices.

“The Aussie jetter 
does an amazing job 
of keeping the pig-
gery clean and free of 
blocked drains,” said 
a representative from 
the farm. 

“For the operation, it 
is a relatively simple 
piece of equipment 
solving a very prac-
tical problem.” 
Pumps built for the 
job

Aussie Pumps has 
been supplying equip-
ment for Australian 
agriculture for dec-
ades. 

Piggeries are among 
the toughest environ-
ments for pumping 
equipment. 

Effluent is dirty, 
solids are common 
and liquids can be ag-
gressive. 

Equipment needs 
to keep working re-
liably under demand 
ing conditions.

This is where the 
Aussie GMP 316 
stainless-steel self-
priming pump range 
comes into its own.

Available in 2”, 3” 
and 4” models, the 
range is designed for 
demanding applica-
tions involving ef-
f luent, wastewater 
and aggressive liq-
uids. 

The 4” Aussie GMP 
B4XR-A/X 15kW 
can deliver up to 
2200LPM at 32m 
head and handle soft 
solids, making it suit-
able for a range of de-
manding agricultural 
pumping applications.
Keeping Australian 
pork production 
moving

For pork producers, 
good equipment is not 
about having the big-
gest machine in the 
shed. 

It is about having the 
right machine when 
you need it.

Aussie Pumps is at 
the edge of piggery 
hygiene. 

These new jetter and 
effluent pump models 
are sure to improve 
efficiency and clean-
liness in any pork 
production opera-
tions.

For further informa-
tion, contact Aussie 
Pumps on 02 8865 
3500. 
Aussie Pumps

Piggeries take drain hygiene seriously

Aussie Jetter heading out from Sydney factory to keep piggeries clean.

Disease risk in 
Australian pork 
production
emergency animal 
disease events, it is 
primarily focused 
on the four D’s – 
detection, destruc-
tion, disposal and 
decontamination. 

What it does not 
address are the 
broader financial 
impacts that can 
arise from a dis-
ease outbreak, in-
cluding consequen-
tial loss, business 
interruption and 
loss of gross profit.

It is this challenge 
that has driven 
Gallagher to work 
closely with pork 
producers and in-
surance markets, 
both locally and 
internationally, to 
develop innovative 
solutions designed 
specifically for the 
Australian pork in-
dustry.

If you have not 
recently reviewed 
how a disease out-
break could affect 
your business fi-
nancially, now is 
the time to start 
that to understand 

where potential 
gaps may exist.
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THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 
Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
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We embrace new technologies and the opportunities that they bring

We are passionate about enhancing both your experience and your business by using 
the latest technology and insights to develop the best, most complete solutions for the 
challenges facing the swine industry. 

Our mission extends beyond addressing your immediate needs; we’re dedicated to 
creating a better future for generations to come.

Contact your local Boehringer Ingelheim Livestock representative to discuss how 
together we can build the resilience needed to withstand the challenges ahead.

Together, we get it right.

Life forward

The path ahead can  
seem unclear 

Building resilience to withstand 
any challenges, together
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